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Quarterly Issues Programs Report
Fourth Quarter 2015 

October 1st, 2015 to December 31st, 2015

In accordance with 47 CFR 73.3526(a) of the Federal Communications Commission’s rules, 
the following, in the opinion of WZME-TV 43, are the problems and needs of the community 
for the period noted above.  They are not necessarily listed in order of importance.  Each is 
identified by significant public affairs and/or public service programming in response to 
these needs.

Section 1. Issues

 
1. Drug Abuse 
2. Astronomy/Science Education
3. Renewable Energy/Environment
4. Parkinson’s Disease
5. Organ Donation
6. Alzheimer’s Disease/Health
7. Rehabilitation of Pets. 
8. Children/Bullying 
9. Health/Food Allergies
10. Adoption 
11. Domestic Violence
12. Fire Awareness 
13. Veterans Services 

A detailed summary of each program’s content, including guests, affiliations and date of 
broadcast is included in this report.

WZME TV 43, Bridgeport, CT has entered into an agreement with ION Media Networks, 
WHPX TV-26 to identify, produce and supply this public affairs programming.
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Section 2. Responsive Programs

PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Synthetic Drugs

EPISODE #: 220

AIR DATE: Sunday, October 4th, 2015 6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: ION Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Drug Abuse 

GUESTS: Oliver Mayorga, MD, FACEP
      

DESCRIPTION: 
Dr. Mayorga explained that there are different varieties and we don’t know what is in them or where 
they come from.  They are just chemical compounds sprinkled on something organic that is usually 
smoked, but can be eaten.  The effect no one knows.  It is cheaper than other drugs, readily accessible 
and technically not illegal.  By changing one molecule the designers make the new drug different and 
hence not illegal.  The nomenclature is different what they do is different, but they are all synthetic 
cannabinoids.  The ERs are seeing mostly the hard core user of drugs not teenagers.  The effects are 
agitated paranoid hallucinations.  Typically requires overnight stay.  Medical community keeps up, 
but it is mostly toxicology and tests are so expensive and cost prohibitive.  Whereas regular marijuana 
is not chemically addictive as synthetic can be.  Dr. Mayorga also talked about other forms of drug 
abuse seen in the ERs: heroin, alcohol and prescription drugs.  Prescription drugs killed more people 
than heroin in the US the last few years.

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Topics in Astronomy

EPISODE #: 221

AIR DATE: Sunday, October 11th, 2015 6:00AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Astronomy/Science Education

GUESTS: Fran Jackson – Astronomer and Physics Instructor
University of Amherst

DESCRIPTION:
Fran and Shawn started discussing the New Horizons mission that is flying by Pluto in July.  It has 
taken nine plus years for New Horizons to travel this far.  This is quite exciting and will be our first 
up close look at Pluto.  They discussed the spacecraft Dawn which is looking at asteroids.  Discussion 
on Mars whether we would do one way missions or terra forming.  Another hot topic in astronomy is 
the Kuiper Belt.  Since the 90’s we are finding many things in the Kuiper Belt.  Fran discussed some 
of the new observatories being built as well as our wonderful Hubble that no longer can be fixed, but 
is still giving us grand images.  She listed many of the local observatories in New England where we 
can go and learn more.

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: PACE Peoples Action 4 Clean Energy

EPISODE #: 224

AIR DATE: Sunday, October 18th, 2015 6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Renewable Energy/Environment
  
GUESTS: Timothy Bowles - President of PACE

DESCRIPTION:  
Tim started out by noting that PACE is an all-volunteer organization started in 1973 by Wesleyan 
professors and students.  At that time they were concerned about an alternative to nuclear energy. 
Solar products have tripled in the last three years.  This is due to better technology and the prices for 
solar have decreased.  There was a defeat in the state legislature that will not allow people to share 
solar farms.  Renewable energy is possible but there is a powerful lobby of fossil fuels that seeks to 
defeat the efforts at each level.  Germany only used 6 % in 2000, but because of a concerted effort is 
now at 30% renewable energy.  PACE goal is the promotion of renewable energy especially solar. 
There is a three pronged approach:  1) Conservation; 2) Efficiency; and 3) Renewable.  Tax credit for 
solar might go away next year. They then discussed the zero-energy house in Killingly. 
http://www.pace-cleanenergy.org/

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.pace-cleanenergy.org/


Page 5 Fourth Quarter 2015

WZME TV-43 ISSUES/PROGRAM LIST

PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Connecticut Advocates for Parkinson’s (CAP)

EPISODE #: 222

AIR DATE: Sunday, October 25th, 2015 6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Parkinson’s  Disease

GUESTS:  Michael Bergamo – Executive Committee for CAP 

DESCRIPTION:   
Shawn asked Mike “what is Parkinson’s Disease”.  Parkinson’s is a neurological degenerative 
disease.  It is when the brain does not create enough dopamine and that is what lubricates the nervous 
system – thus tremors, stiffness, speech and lack of sleep occur.  Mike first noticed his symptoms 10 
years ago.  He was finally diagnosed 4 years ago.  It is difficult to diagnosis as there is no MRI or 
blood test.  There is one medicine that helps, levodopa, but it wears off and can cause other side 
effects.  It can be genetic, but in his case it is not.  Parkinson’s is a customized disease. If you looked 
at 20 different cases no two would have the same symptoms.  Researchers know exactly where it is in 
the brain – size of a tip of a pen.  Hoping research can slow the progression and then work on a cure. 
Exercise is one of the best forms of medicine.  Getting the brain and body to work in the same time 
frame.  Mike stressed the importance of the right doctor and the many support groups and 
symposiums for everyone affected.  http://parkinsonsct.org/

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://parkinsonsct.org/
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Donate Life Connecticut

EPISODE #: 223

AIR DATE: Sunday, November 1st, 2015 6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Organ Donation

GUESTS: Kari Mull – Director
Peter Kupczak – Donor Dad

DESCRIPTION:
Kari stated the mission of the organization is to raise awareness about organ and tissue donation. 
Everyday 19 Americans die waiting for organ donations.  Currently there are 130,000 on the list 
nationally and 1,468 in CT.  Anyone is eligible to be a donor.  You can register online or when you 
renew your license.  Most people on the list are waiting due to a genetic disease not lifestyle choices. 
You can also be a living donor, donating a kidney or part of a liver (because it can regenerate). Kari 
also spoke about the upcoming fundraisers.  Peter told us about his only child Jessica who passed 
away from a severe asthma attack at 24.  He spoke of how proud he was of his daughter for making 
the choice to donate.  She was able to save 4 people with her heart, liver and kidneys.  He spoke about 
how the process worked and how wonderful the hospital was. 
http://www.ctorganandtissuedonation.org/

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.ctorganandtissuedonation.org/
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Alzheimer’s Disease

EPISODE #: 228

AIR DATE:    Sunday, November 8th, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Alzheimer’s Disease/Health

GUESTS: Jennifer Walker – Vice President Communications & Advocacy

DESCRIPTION:
Alzheimer’s is a degenerative disease of the brain.  It is not an old person’s disease.  In fact diagnosed 
more often under 65.  There has been some progress people are talking more about it with the Glen 
Campbell documentary and the movie “Still Alice”.  There is now a national plan to cure by 2025, but 
that requires a lot of money.  Research now is at around 600 million and any disease that has had 
success is funded at over 1 billion.  The Alzheimer’s Association of CT covers the entire state and 
raises money for research.  They offer education and care support and provide advocacy at the federal 
and state level.  The disease progresses differently in people so there are many courses of action. 
Alzheimer’s is the 6th leading cause of death and of the top 10, the only one without treatment or cure. 
There is no treatment for the progression of the disease.  They can just help alleviate some of the 
symptoms.  She then talked about the 6 different walks throughout the state to raise money and 
awareness. http://www.alz.org/ct/

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.alz.org/ct/
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Pets on Wheels CT

EPISODE #: 228

AIR DATE:    Sunday, November 15th, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Rehabilitation of Pets. 

GUESTS: Jennifer Holt – Director of Operations
Ashley Blanchard – Placement Team Leader

DESCRIPTION:
Jennifer was up first descripting their mission.  Pets on Wheels started in 2008 and helps people who 
want and need a pet to further their wellbeing, primarily seniors, veterans and individuals with 
disabilities.  Sometimes it is financial assistance and sometimes it is just rides to the vets.  Pets on 
Wheels works exclusively with animal rescues.  They take animals from 8 months to 8 years.  There 
are no set income limits, but they do discuss with the referring professional.  After the application 
they set up a call and check out the house for safety.  Ashley was up next discussing the intake 
process.  She discussed with both the medical/mental health professional who referred and the 
individuals why they are ready and able to take care of a pet.  They work with people for a number of 
years.  They keep in contact to make sure everyone is still doing well and paying for emergencies and 
annual exams.  

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: CT Commission on Children

EPISODE #: 235

AIR DATE:    Sunday, November 22nd, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Children/Bullying

GUESTS: Steven Hernández -Director of Public Policy and Research.

DESCRIPTION:
Bullying is defined as repeated behavior that targets a kid by one or more individuals.  Bullying 
doesn’t exist in a vacuum.  Prevention starts with adults.  School climate meaning positive behaviors 
that are modeled are critical and a place to start.  There are several other initiatives the Commission is 
focusing on Parent Leadership Training Institute – which is a family civics.  The training lasts 18-20 
weeks with each parent creating a project at the end.  This group of individuals from all demographics 
works together and learns from each other.  The 2 generational policy models were also discussed. 
Our guest directed individuals to the website for more information. 
https://www.cga.ct.gov/coc/

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

https://www.cga.ct.gov/coc/
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: E.A.T. End Allergies Together

EPISODE #: 236

AIR DATE:    Sunday, November 29th, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Health/Food Allergies

GUESTS: Kim Hall & Elise Bates- Co-Founders

DESCRIPTION:
Kim was up first and she informed us that there are 8 main food allergens and any dink of reaction 
from hives to anaphylactic shock.  The toughest part for children and adults is that they look fine until 
they are not.  They can have a mild reaction one time and full blown anaphylactic shock the next.  1 
in 12 children have food allergies now and they are predicting 1 in 5 by 2020.  They do not know why 
it is increasing and there is no cure.  The first time she fed her 11 month old daughter scrambled eggs 
and cheese she turned blue.  Although there are some studies they are so far short in funding to find 
cures.  That is why they founded EAT.  100% of the proceeds go to finding a cure.  Elise was up next. 
A food allergy is when your body sees a protein as an enemy and starts fighting it.  Elise spoke about 
age appropriate ways to deal with allergies.  She gave tips for talking to kids and parents.  She also 
discussed their fundraiser which brings together 3 leading scientists to discuss research. 
www.endallergiestogether.com

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.endallergiestogether.com/
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Connecticut Adoption Services (CAS)

EPISODE #: 237

AIR DATE:    Sunday, December 6th, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Adoption

GUESTS: Sandra Couillard – Director of Adoption Services

DESCRIPTION:
CAS started in 1989 and was an independent agency in New London founded due to so many 
children languishing in DCF.  2.5 years ago they merged with Waterford Country School.  This gives 
CAS access to work with mental health clinics and therapeutic services.  Sandra stared in 1998 
adding the world of private adoption which was her background.  As the Program Director she directs 
the 12 staff clinicians and social workers based all over the state.  The need for adoption is in two 
groups.  Private Domestic adoption of infants.  The primary need is for flexible parents flexible in 
racial background and/or medical needs.  As some of the children are born to drug addicted parents or 
may have genetic problems.  The second group is working with DCF.  CAS job is to work with 
families to get the home study done ad training.  Then they turn them over to the state to get matched 
with a child and then they step back in to provide support services for a couple of years. Here the 
need is for older children and sibling groups.  CAS offers free monthly information sessions 
throughout the state.  Sandra proceeded to discuss the process of adoption, and closed vs. open 
adoptions, laws regarding adoption and a lot more.  www.ctadoptions.org

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.ctadoptions.org/


Page 12 Fourth Quarter 2015

WZME TV-43 ISSUES/PROGRAM LIST

PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: New Horizons DV

EPISODE #: 238

AIR DATE:    Sunday, December 13th, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Domestic Violence

GUESTS: Michele Waldner – Program Director
Shaunna Cullen – Community Educator

DESCRIPTION:
Michele spoke first telling us October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  New Horizons is 
more than a shelter.  New Horizons shelters 50 -70 people a year, a small piece of what they do.  They 
provide services to over 1500 individuals a year.  This is advocates in courts hotline services and 
community education.  There are 14 domestic homicides a year in CT with over 60,000 people 
seeking help.  It takes approximately 6 -7 attempts before an individual’s leaves for good.  Kids that 
grow up in these households often become abusers.  So they work on getting the message to kids. 
This is where Shaunna the Community Educator excels. She tells us about the seminars and work 
groups they provide.  This is for all ages and health care providers who are just starting to screen for 
this.  Shaunna continues that DV is a pattern of controlling behavior between 2 intimate partners.  It 
can be verbal, financial, technological and physical.  She mentioned some of the red flags such as 
monitoring behavior, put downs and isolating behaviors.  www.newhorizonsdv.com

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.newhorizonsdv.com/
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Fire Prevention

EPISODE #: 239

AIR DATE:    Sunday, December 20th, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Fire Safety 

GUESTS: Robert Duval – Senior Fire Investigator NFPA

DESCRIPTION:
Mr. Duval stated November to March have the most fires in New England.  The number one cause is 
smoking.  The number two cause is unattended cooking.  The number three cause is unattended 
candles.  In general most fires are caused by people not paying attention.  People do not have a health 
respect for fire, in 30 seconds it is out of control.  Older buildings have older wiring and Mr. Duval 
explained balloon framing so the fire goes up through the walls.  Change batteries twice a year in 
your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.  The newer ones have 10 year batteries.  In fact smoke 
detectors have expiration dates.  Most are not good past 10 years so check yours at home. He stressed 
the importance of escape plans and a meeting place.  Fire extinguishers are great, but most people 
have them but do not know how to use.  Mr. Duval then switched to carbon monoxide and that you 
should do a visual inspection and look for obstructions, clean your flu and burn only seasoned wood. 
Generator misuse is the main cause of carbon monoxide poisoning.   He then discussed winter and 
how we all should adopt a fire hydrant to dig out and keep clear in case of emergencies. 
www.nfpa.org

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.nfpa.org/
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PROGRAM: For The Record

TOPIC/TITLE: Vets Rock 

EPISODE #: 240

AIR DATE:    Sunday, December 27th, 2015  6:00 AM

DURATION: 30 Minutes

STYLE/TYPE: Interview Format

SOURCE: Ion Media Networks, WHPX-26

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Fire Safety 

GUESTS: Justin Nash – Founder & Chairman Till The Duty is Done
Hon. Cathy Cook – Executive Director Work Vessels for Vets

DESCRIPTION:
Justin spoke about his background and his organization Till The Duty is Done.  His duty as a leader is 
not done until all vets are ok.  He saw a gap and need for serves as it is hard to transition from 
military to civilian life.  His organization provides a bridge to transition slowly with structure and 
mentors.  What is missing for Vets is a “lack of Purpose”. So they set up goals and steps need.  Justin 
went on to discuss this full day event on Veterans Day at Mohegan Sun for all NE Vets “Vets Rock”. 
It is a Service Expo, a Career Fair and a Concert. Cathy was up next.  She stated that Justin was one 
of the first recipients of her organization “Work Vessels for Vets’. She described our first guest as a 
WestPoint graduate and a Veteran who went to Afghanistan and was injured.  WVFV equips returning 
vets with tools _computers-vessels-tractors.  They have helped 1300 vets in 48 states.  WVFV gives 
Vets the stuff.  She then turned to discuss the event which has over 80 non-profits and colleges 
attending the service portion.  Over 60-70 companies and breakout sessions.  Free event and concert 
is a small charge. www.tdid.org
http://www.workvesselsforveterans.org/

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show.

http://www.workvesselsforveterans.org/
http://www.tdid.org/
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Section 3. PSA’s

The following PSA's were aired on WZME during the 4thQ 2015.

                        
PSA- Al-Anon Family Groups :15

PSA- American Navy :15

PSA-  Buckle up for life :60

PSA- Caregiver assistance :30

PSA- Communities in Schools  :30

PSA- Foster Care :15

PSA- Paralyzed Vertans :15

PSA- Pool Safety :15

PSA- Projext road block :30

PSA-Today's Military :15

PSA- Values.com :1:30

PSA- Wildlife prevention :30 
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WZME 4Q 2015 PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Length Advertiser/Product Aired Ad-ID
1:00 AA CMNA3635115
:30 AA CMNB3635115
2:00 AA CMNC3635115
:15 Al-Anon Family Groups Al-Anon Family Groups
:15 America's Navy PSA America's Navy PSA
1:00 America's Navy PSA America's Navy PSA
1:00 Buckle up for Life Buckle up for Life
:30 Caregiver Assistance CNCG0229000
1:00 Caregiver Assistance CNCG0242000
:30 Communities in Schools Communities in Schools
1:00 Communities in Schools Communities in Schools
1:00 Father and Son Domestic Violence CNDV0007000H
:30 Fight Colorectal Cancer Fight Colorectal Cancer
:15 Foster Care CNAU0291000
:15 Hunger Prevention-Jeremy Renner CNFA0446000H
:15 Jr. Achievement-Elementary MVEL7553491H
:15 National Park Foundation National Park Foundation
1:00 National Park Foundation National Park Foundation
:15 Paralyzed Veterans CMNC3620015
:15 Pool Safely Pool Safely
:30 Project Roadblock-TVB Vir Project Roadblock-TVB Vir
1:00 Project Roadblock-TVB Vir Project Roadblock-TVB Vir
:30 SAMHSA Child Trauma SAMHSA Child Trauma
:30 Shelter Pet Adoption (Disney) CNPA0402000
:15 Shelter Pet Adoption (Disney) CNPA0403000
:15 Today's Military VDOD0006000
:15 US Air Force-Commitment QYAF9343000
1:30 Values.com FZAA1291
:45 Values.com FZAA1296
:30 Values.com FZAA1298
:15 Values.com FZAA1300
:30 Wildfire Prevention CNFF0108000H


