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WZME TV-43 ISSUES/PROGRAM LIST 

 

 

In accordance with 47 CFR 73.3526(a) of the Federal Communications Commission’s rules, 

the following, in the opinion of WSAH TV 43, are the problems and needs of the community 

for the period noted above.  They are not necessarily listed in order of importance.  Each is 

identified by significant public affairs and/or public service programming in response to 

these needs. 

 

ISSUES: 

1. Crossfit exercise program  

2. Gambling Addiction 

3. Fertilization 

4. League of Women Voters 

5. Donate Life Connecticut 

6. Connecticut Food Bank 

7. Middletown Downtown Business District 

8. CT Fashion Week 

9. Southington Apple Harvest Festival & CT ICON 

  

 

       

 

 

 

A detailed summary of each program’s content, including guests, affiliations and date of 

broadcast is included in this report. 

 

WZMETV 43, Bridgeport, CT has entered into an agreement with Paxson Communication, 

WHPX TV-26 to identify, produce and supply this public affairs programming. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  Crossfit 

 

EPISODE #:   111 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, July 1st 2012 5:00 AM     

 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED:  Crossfit exercise program  

 

 

GUESTS: Matt Chilleri- Owner and Trainer   

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Mr. Chilleri was asked to describe what Crossfit is. He explained how this excerise program 

is unique. He also talked about the difference between a typical gym and the program offered 

at cross fit. Mr. Chilleri described what type of workout Crossfit was. He was asked about 

about other Crossfit programs in the area. 

 

 

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  Gambling Addiction 

 

EPISODE #:   112 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, July 8
th

 2012 5:00 AM 

 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED:  Gambling Addiction 

 

GUESTS:  Firoigio Fetta, LPC Coordinator, Better Choice 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Mr. Fetta was asked how prevalent is addiction to gambling in the Untied States and in 

Connecticut in general. We wondered if there is more of an issue in Southeastern CT due to 

the two Casinos. Is there a typical gambler and who is at risk. What are the misconceptions re 

guarding gambling addicts. When is it a gambling problem and what are the warning signs?  
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  Uconn Fertility 

 

EPISODE #:   124 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, July 15
th

  2012 5:00 AM 

    Sunday, September 30
th

 2012 5:00 AM 

     

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Fertilization  

 

 

GUESTS: Dr. Lawrence Engmann    

 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Dr. Engmann discussed the Center for Advance Reproductive Services. He discussed in- 

vitro-fertilization. A woman needs to undergo hormone injections to get multiple eggs. They 

remove the ovaries and fertilize. The replant the eggs 3-5 days later. The host asked way 

vitro is necessary. The Doctor explained that is was because the fallopian tubes locked or do 

not release eggs. The Chances of pregnancy decreases after age 35 and a woman may choose 

to freeze her eggs for further use. Dr. Engmann also spoke about cancer and how they offer 

patients options before befor they go under cancer treatments. This allows them to freeze 

eggs so they can have the options after they are treated for cancer.    

 

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  League of Women Voters 

 

EPISODE #:   125 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, July 22
nd

 2012 5:00 AM 

     

 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Voting 

 

GUESTS:Judy Dolphin – Co president SECT chapter and State Board member & Jean 

Rabinow – Administrator   

     

 

DESCRIPTION: What is the League?  The name is a misnomer as they are over 90+ years 

old and men have been members since 1974.  They did not change the name because they 

would loose history.  It was created as an outgrowth of the suffragette movement.  After the 

19th amendment they decide we have to make it work now and educate voters.  Another 

misconception is it is not just about voting.  There is an activist arm.  There are 3 tasks.  First, 

there is voter education (registration, forum and debates). Second, there are forums on issues 

near and dear –public information.  Third, advocacy once they find a belief they don’t sit on 

their hand s they lobby. Judy discussed how a constitutional amendment is done and one that 

they are lobbing for.  She also discussed how they decide as a league what issues to take up. 

Our second quest is the sole office staff.  She discussed the cooperation a month the 28 Ct 

leagues. The told us how the league does not have a party but individuals do.  They want to 

be perceived as non bias.  She told us to join the league go to the website fill out the 

paperwork and send in a check.  They stay steady with about 1800 members state wide.  As a 

on profit she feels the economy is turning around because donations are up.  Her favorite 

league saying is “Democracy is not a spectator sport” 

 

 

 

   

 

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  Donate Life Connecticut 

 

EPISODE #:   126 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, July 29
th

 2012 5:00 AM  

    Sunday, August 19
th

 2012 5:00AM 

     

 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: donating organs 

 

GUESTS:   Tom Kazprzak – Advocate, Author and Donor Family  

 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Tom started with his story.  Father of  4 children, one of his twins, Mary, was born with 

Down Syndrome and passed away from a stroke at age 15. Mary was unique and had no 

trouble with her heart like most individuals with DS so since she loved people it was an easy 

decision to donate her organs.  A year later they met the woman who was alive because she 

was the recipient of Mary’s heart. The process is for donor and recipient families to write 

letters.  The organization screens letters and asks if the corresponding person wishes to read 

them. Mary saved 3 lives and improved the life of 2 others who are now off dialysis. Donate 

Life CT started in 1985 and their primary mission is to educate the public about the need for 

organ donation. 114,000 people are on the waiting list in America. 18 people die every day 

needlessly due to lack of organs. He spoke about the process of writing his memoirs and self 

publishing a book.  It was cathartic and he learned that Mary taught them more than they 

taught her.  He donates all the money to a charity which she loved. Although the numbers are 

increasing slowly for people to sign up to be organ donors it is not enough. He states that 

every organ donor has the ability to help 50-75 people through tissue and organ donation. 

 

 

information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  Connecticut Food Bank 

 

 

EPISODE #:   127 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, August 5
th

 2012 5:00 AM 

    Sunday, August 26
th

 2012 5:00 AM    

 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Connecticut Food Bank          

 

 

GUESTS: Nancy Carrington – Executive Director 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

 The best way to describe the Ct Food Bank to think of it as a wholesaler to Food 

Pantries/Soup Kitchens and Shelters. Last year they distributed 17 million pounds of food 

which is the equivalent of 16 million meals.  She stated this was a lot but not enough to meet 

the need.  The Food Bank started during the deep recession in the 80s. The food industry had 

a lot of unsalable food being thrown away. She explained the most food is unsalable due to 

discontinued flavor or a cosmetic flaw.  Her favorite story is of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream that 

had too many chocolate chips.  They provide a receipt to the industry for the donation.  This 

caused problems because once companies saw excess they started manufacturing less and in 

the last 5-10years  the advent of computers has made a just in time manufacturing bases.  So 

there is no excess like there used to be.  Shawn asked how the economy has changed the 

demand.  Nancy stated most of her clients saw and average increase of 30% some as much as 

100% increase in demand.  1 child in 5 in ct struggles to have enough food.  She talked about 

the WIC program & SNAP.  These numbers are federal.  A family of 4 must make under 

23,050/yr to be eligible.  SNAP benefits are under 4/day pp.  Over half the people in the state 

who are food insecure are not eligible. Nancy told us about there new Mobile food truck 

specifically outfitted truck that holds 6 pallets of refrigerated food and 4 pallets of staples.  

This allows them to get to where there are no pantries for people. Viewers were directed to 

the web site as they always need volunteers and donations.  For every dollar donated it gives 

her 5 dollars of wholesale food buying power. 

 

information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  Middletown Downtown Business District 

 

EPISODE #:   128 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday July,12th 2012 5:00AM 

    Sunday September 2
nd

  5:00 AM 

     

 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED: Middletown Downtown Business District 

 

 

GUESTS: Quentin “Q” Phipps – Executive Director/Downtown Manager 

   

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The Downtown Business District is from the Green to Main Street.  They have been voted 

most romantic main street and one of Ct magazines best towns to live.  Middletown is right 

off route 9 and 30 minutes to Hartford or New Haven.  Shawn asked Q why it was 

advantageous to have a business district.  Q stated the property owners decided that it was in 

their best interest and it is part of the mil rate. They take care of marketing, event 

programming and street cleaning/beautification.  Shawn asked if there was a difference 

between them and the local Chamber.  They are part of the Middlesex County Chamber 

which is the largest in state.  Q stated there is no duplication of efforts.  The business district 

is in charge of advocacy and programming.  The chamber handles more large scope projects. 

Q stated his job changes for the seasons: spring/summer-events; fall-strategic planning; 

winter-advocacy.  Q mentioned that there is Free Wi-Fi for visitors in the entire downtown. 

Q also noted 2 things that make a good downtown versus a crumbling one.  #1 collaboration 

and working with neighbors & #2 It has to be an experience.   In 2012 price will not bring 

people in.  What they will come for is to be part of the community.   

 

 

 

 

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  CT Fashion Week 

 

EPISODE #:   129 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, September 9
th

  2012 5:00AM 

 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED         Fashion 

 

GUESTS: Stephanie DiMaggio Vice President CT Fashion Week; Mariely Pratts –  

  Designer; Wan Simmons - Designer 

 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

This is the First annual Connecticut Fashion Week.  It is a platform for artists in CT and 

surrounding areas.  The CEO has been planning this for years. It has been a multiple step 

process.  They had to find designers, build the venues, gather a team of make-up artists, 

hairstylists and models and advertise.  They are hoping for many buyers at the show, 

boutiques owners mostly.  The fashion shows will be at various locations September 8-15.  

Our first designer was Mairely Pratts.  She primarily works in silks and lace.  She started out 

drawing and painting.  Her ultimate goal is to design wedding gowns.  Our second designer 

was Wan Simmons.  He has always had a passion for fashion since he was a little boy.  He 

has 10 designs that he will be showing. 

 

 

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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PROGRAM:   For The Record 

 

TOPIC/TITLE:  Southington Apple Harvest Festival & CT ICON 

 

EPISODE #:   130 

 

AIR DATE:   Sunday, September  16
th

 2012 5:00 AM 

    Sunday, September 23
rd

 2012 5:00AM 

DURATION:   30 Minutes 

 

STYLE/TYPE:  Interview Format 

 

SOURCE:   Paxson Communications, WHPX-26 

 

ISSUE(s) ADDRESSED:  Southington Apple Harvest Festival & CT ICON 

 

 

GUESTS:   Chris Palmieri – Festival Committee Chair  

  & Melissa Ericksen – Sponsorship Coordinator and CT ICON Organizer 

 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

 This is the 44th annual Apple Harvest Festival.  It was started by the local chamber of 

commerce. 8 years ago the town took it over.  The committee meets all year to plan.  The 

Apple Harvest is a carnival; a festival of foods; there is entertainment; a harvest of the arts; a 

parade and fireworks.  They are unique in that it lasts two weekends.  The harvest fair runs 

September 28, 29 & 30 and October 5,6 & 7. This year they have expanded the entertainment 

and expanded family night to both Friday nights.  There is a fee for parking provided by civic 

groups but no fee for the festival. Melissa talked about the 4th year of CT Icon at the Apple 

harvest.  It is a signing competition.  It starts about two weeks before the festival. Over 100 

people try out. It is open to everyone in the state 9 & up. On September 15 it is audition day.  

They will narrow it down to 12 finalists.  Multiple judges meet in multiple rooms.  If they act 

is brought back for the 2nd audition it is in front of all the judges and the audience in the 

auditorium.  The 12 finalist go the Apple harvest.  There are 5 competition days and every 

day there is an elimination and a final good bye song.  The last day it is down to 3.  Audience 

can vote but judges play the most important part.  The winner gets 1,000 and the opportunity 

to record at a professional sound studio.   

 

 

 

 

Information about the topic and/or organization(s) was given throughout the show. 
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