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WAMU 88.5 American University Radio 
Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

April 1, 2020 through June 30, 2020 
 
 
 

Section One – Issues of Importance 
 
 
 
WAMU 88.5 American University Radio is the only public news and information 
radio station serving the national capital region. It has consistently ranked among the 
country’s top stations in audience share and size. The service supports diverse, award-
winning programming.  Our listening area includes the District of Columbia, 
Northern Virginia, and Suburban Maryland which comprises a population of six 
million people. 
 
 
 
Issues of importance are addressed by two locally produced programs: 
 
The 1A Program is about a changing America. On weekdays, the host convenes a 
two-hour conversation about the important issues of our time. It is broadcast by over 
350 public radio stations throughout the United States. While the program brings 
insight to issues unfolding across the country and the world, issues of local 
importance are inherent in the discussions because the nation’s capital is the heart of 
our listening area.  
 
The Kojo Nnamdi Show airs weekdays at noon. It is a locally focused, live, call-in 
program that features news, political issues, and social trends of the day. Guests on 
the program include leaders and opinion makers from throughout the listening area. 
 
In the second quarter of 2020, there were 254 individual program segments on the 1A 
and Kojo Nnamdi programs with each segment averaging 3 guests. 
 
WAMU also produces The Big Broadcast with Murray Horwitz, the Diane Rehm 
On My Mind podcast, and hosts the DCist podcast. 
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Special Programming Report 
 
During April, May, and June of 2020, two issues were of overwhelming importance to 
our listeners. They dominated the station’s programming during this period 
accounting for over 48% of all available air time. The issues were: 
 

• Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic 

• Civil Unrest, Protests, Demonstrations 
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic 
 
Effects of the Coronavirus pandemic were in full force during the reporting period 
which resulted in stay-at-home directives, widespread closings of restaurants, bars, 
and retail establishments. Schools were closed and thousands of employees were 
furloughed. The depth and frequency of the station’s programming increased to 
address the concerns of our listeners.  
 
In this reporting period, there were 97 individual program segments devoted to 
COVID-19 issues totaling 3,105 minutes or 31% of all available air time. Following 
are highlights of this coverage. 
 
During the entire reporting period the 1A Program offered informed content relating 
to the pandemic virtually every day. Selected examples of programs include When Will 
Crowds Roar Again, Coronavirus and Music Concerts; How Rural America Is Coping with 
Coronavirus; The Economic Fallout of the Coronavirus for Latinos; Nursing Homes Emerging as 
Hotspots for Coronavirus; Why Is the Coronavirus Killing Black Americans At A 
Disproportionately High Rate? The Race to Create the World’s First Covid-19 Vaccine; From 
Galileo to Dr. Fauci: The History of Science Denial and Conspiracies; Who’s Watching the Kids? 
The Challenge of Child Care During a Pandemic. 
 
Guests on these programs brought informed national and international perspectives 
to the discussions. They included medical experts, mayors, governors, members of 
Congress, and media persons covering the pandemic. 
 
Localized impacts of the pandemic in our listening area were covered extensively by 
The Kojo Nnamdi Show. Selected examples of programs include What Coronavirus 
Means for D.C. Sports; How Has the Coronavirus Impacted D.C.’s Tourism Industry? The Kids 
Are Not Alright: Fairfax County’s Struggle with Distance Learning; How is D.C. Protecting 
Those Facing Homelessness from Coronavirus? The Essential Workers of the Pandemic-How Are 
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They Keeping Safe? Regional Gun Sales Surge During the Public Health Crisis; How Are 
Correctional Facilities in Maryland Dealing with the Coronavirus. 
 
Guests on these programs provided a regional perspective and included mayors, 
county executives, city and county councilmembers, and school system administrators. 
 
During this reporting period, an innovative series of programs was launched called 
Kojo For Kids. Over a dozen programs were aired specifically tailored to the 
thousands of school age children that were home-bound due to school closings and 
stay-at-home directives. The programs adopted a call-in format wherein only the 
children were invited to participate. Guests included children’s authors, sports 
personalities, and entertainers. 
 
 
Civil Unrest, Protests, Demonstrations 
 
The video of the police-involved death of George Floyd in Minneapolis ignited 
protests and demonstrations throughout the United States and around the world. 
Beginning in late May when the incident occurred and continuing throughout the 
month of June there were 42 individual program segments totaling 1,548 minutes or 
15% of all available air time.  
 
Examples of 1A programs include: How to Identify Misinformation About the Protests on 
Social Media; Police Brutality and the Protests; What We Talk About When We Talk about 
Police Reform; The Power of Police Unions; Protest in a Pandemic: Americans remember George 
Floyd; Symbols of White Supremacy Come Down; From Cincinnati, Fort Worth, and Montgomery: 
Three Mayors Meeting This Moment. 
 
Guests included police chiefs, attorneys, mayors, civic activists, and historians. 
 
Providing a local and regional context to the issues, The Kojo Nnamdi Show 
featured segments that included: National Guardsmen From Outside the District Deployed in 
D.C.; Unpacking Police Interactions with D.C.’s Black Community; Protests Continue in D.C. 
Amid Heavy Police Presence and Curfew; Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie Bunch on America’s 
“Tortured Racial Past”; Juneteenth and the Complicated History of Emancipation in the U.S. 
 
Guests included locally based reporters who covered the protests on the streets of 
D.C., religious leaders, academics, and activists. 
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In addition to the above overriding issues of magnitude during the reporting period, 
other issues of importance that were addressed include: 
 
 
Arts and Culture: The local arts scene including museums, cultural awareness 
programs, the performing arts, literary offerings, entertainment venues, and the effect 
of neighborhood gentrification on the arts in the region 
 
Education: Issues relating to public and private school operations and educational 
policy in the metropolitan area. This includes discussions of national educational 
issues as they may have local impacts 
 
Law Enforcement: Covering the actions of federal, state, and local law enforcement 
agencies that affect the safety and well-being of our residents; immigration issues as 
they affect our region; driving while impaired issues 
 
Relationships: Examining the issues of race and culture that both divide and unite 
our community; considering the influence of national trends that have local impact; 
religious attitudes and conflicts that manifest themselves locally. Relationships of a 
personal and familial level are also explored. 
 
 
 
Note: Two of our locally produced programs, the 1A Program and The Kojo 
Nnamdi Show have regular weekly programming on Fridays that touch on many of 
these issues. The 1A Program features “Friday News Roundup – Domestic and 
International” spanning two hours. The Kojo Nnamdi Show produces “The Politics 
Hour” which focuses on issues of local importance in our listening area. 
 
 
 

Section Two – Our response to Other Issues of Importance 
 
Following are examples of programming during the reporting period that WAMU 
88.5 has produced to address the identified community issues.  
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Arts and Culture 
 
May 21: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 38 minutes; “30 Years of the Seven Habits of 
Highly Effective People”. Steven Covey’s book is one of the best-selling books of all 
time. His son, Sean Covey, shares stories and behind-the-scenes accounts from his 
father’s life. 
 
April 29: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “A Conversation with U.S. 
Poet Laureate Joy Harjo”. Kojo talk with Joy Harjo, the first native American to be 
named Poet Laureate. She discusses her latest collection “An American Sunrise” and 
how poetry fits into the uncertain times of the pandemic. 
 
 
Education 
 
May 26: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 12 minutes; “Is It Time to Stop Using the SAT 
and ACT In College Admissions?” In the wake of the University of California 
system’s decision to abandon use of the SAT and ACT test for admission decisions, 
national attention has been focused on charges that the tests are unfair to poor, black, 
and Hispanic students. Eric Hoover joins the 1A guest host to discuss whether other 
schools will follow this lead and whether the tests actually predict how well students 
will perform in college. 
 
April 9: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “Are the Kids Alright? The 
Status of Home Schooling in the Region”. With 97% of the country under stay-at-
home orders, millions of kids are no longer going to school. Each school district in 
the listening area has created their own distance learning program. Kojo talks with 3 
area superintendents of schools about their experiences in managing through this 
challenge. 
 
 
Law Enforcement 
 
April 9: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 24 minutes; “The Rise in Scam and Frauds in the 
Pandemic”. Federal, state, and local authorities are working to combat the rise in 
fraudulent schemes that has occurred during the pandemic. These include donations 
of supplies, charity fraud, investment fraud about fake vaccines and more. Kevin 
Vorndran, who heads up the FBI’s Washington Field Office joins the conversation to 
explain what actions people should be alert to and what to do if foul play is suspected. 
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June 10: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 16 minutes; “What Could Police Reform 
Look Like? Activists are calling to “defund the police”. But there are differing 
opinions about what that means. Kojo talks with Maryland State Senator Will Smith 
who has introduced legislation and Sean Perryman from the Fairfax County NAACP 
about their views. 
 
June 10: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “Black and Blue: The 
Travails of Black Police Officers”. The protests and demonstration during June have 
brought difficult times for black police officers who are often told by protesters they 
are on the wrong side of the demonstrations. We examine the challenges facing black 
police officers with Rashawn Ray of the Brookings Institution and Sonia Pruitt, 
Montgomery County Police Department and Chair of the National Black Police 
Association.  
 
Relationships 
 
April 6: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 52 minutes; “Coronavirus: When Staying At 
Home Is Unsafe Due To Domestic Violence Concerns” While saying at home during 
the pandemic may be the safest place from a health standpoint, it may not be for 
people in abusive relationships. What can be done is explored with Crystal Justice of 
the National Domestic Violence Hotline; Bob Wile who trains police departments in 
how to prevent and respond to domestic violence; and Maisha Colter a domestic 
violence survivor. 
 
April 21: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Why Coronavirus Is 
Disproportionately Affecting Minority Communities” This program examines why 
people of color are more vulnerable to contracting the virus compared to their white 
counterparts and what can be done. Hugh Mighty, Dean of Howard University 
Medical School and Danyelle Solomon from the Center for American progress 
provide a local perspective. 


