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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

FOURTH QUARTER 2012

1. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and 
achievement, making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and 
general educational issues in Chicago and suburbs.

2. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports 
small business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses 
and jobs in distressed economic areas.  

3. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to 
reduce gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the 
police department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

4. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of 
Chicago to promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.

5. Civil Rights: Enforcing legal rights and developing respect for different races and 
ethnic groups as well as religious differences; gay and lesbian issues; immigration 
issues.

6. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent 
care; providing affordable health care and access to services.

7. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving 
insights into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.
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WBBM NEWSRADIO 78 
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. At Issue: (Sundays, 9:30am and 9:30pm   Duration:  30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers discussing state and
community issues.

2. Made in Chicago: (Mondays, 6:51am, 10:52am, 4:51pm, Saturday, 2:55am, 
6:55am, 3:55pm, 7:55pm, Duration 1:30) In-house produced feature spotlighting 
manufacturing and service companies in Chicago and its suburbs.   Topics are 
chosen based on the worldwide reputation of the goods made or the unique stories 
of the entrepreneurs that founded the companies.

3. Crain’s Small Business Report: (Tuesday & Thursday, 5:52am, 10:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:51pm; Saturday, 7:55am, and 10:55am; and Sunday, 8:25am, 2:25pm, 4:25pm 
and 7:25pm. Duration 1:00) Produced by Crain’s Publications, this feature 
focuses on issues affecting small business and entrepreneurs in Chicago.

4. Raising Kids Today: (Saturday, 10:20a, 4:20p, Sunday, 4:20pm, 8:21pm.  
Duration 1:30) CBS Radio Network feature produced in cooperation with Parents 
Magazine offering advice on raising children and information about child 
development.

5. Report on Religion: (Sunday, 12:41p, 5:20p, 7:41p.   Duration 2:00)
CBS Radio Network feature focusing on news from various religious faiths and 
denominations and discussing faith-inspired viewpoints on current issues.

6. Healthy Minute  (Saturday/Sunday, 1:20pm, 3:20pm, Duration 1:00) Locally 
produced feature outlining advances in health care and good health practices as 
well as resources for health care and services.

7. Face the Nation  (Sundays, 11:30am and 11:30pm.  Duration 30:00) Weekly 
interview program produced by CBS News that discusses top issues of the day 
from a national perspective with people who are making news on those issues.
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I.     SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION

At Issue
October 7, 2012
Guest:  Lawrence Misal/President of the Civic Federation   

 10 minutes of 30 minute program

In regards to the new Chicago teachers contract Misal said CPS approved the 
budget before the teachers strike and that budget included only a 2% salary increase. The 
new teachers’ contract calls for more than 17% raises over four years and the hiring of 
500 more teachers for the longer school day.  Misal said that costs a lot of money; and 
what CPS has to do is to close some schools in order to pay for the new contract. Misal 
said the Civic Federation strongly opposed the new contract.  

 

At Issue
November 4, 2012
Guest:  Barbara Byrd-Bennett/Chicago Public Schools CEO   

 30 minutes of 30 minute program

Bennett said she was in the right place and right time to take over the position as 
new CEO of the Chicago Public Schools. She felt she could do a lot of good for the 
Chicago school system. Bennett said she will not name a Chief Education Officer and she 
would like to “diversify the team,” having more people of color.  As far as school 
closures Bennett said the Chicago Public School System does not have not a history of 
engaging the people who are most impacted when schools are closed, like parents.  
Bennett stressed she really wanted to hear from the community before she takes a 
recommendation to the committee.  At first, Bennett was very anti-charter school but she 
realized as long the charter schools are performing and having success the school district 
needs to support them, same as regular public school schools.  On the flip side, if charter 
schools are not performing, she said, then the district should not provide support.  One 
thing Bennett said she’s learned is that the Chicago Public School system is not trusted 
among people in the community.  Bennett said the key to successful schools is good 
principals.  The right environment in schools is needed so students and teachers can reach 
their highest potential; but she said some schools can’t afford or accommodate things that 
could make a difference, such as air conditioners.  Bennett said the second call she made 
when she took the job as CEO was to teachers’ union chief Karen Lewis and she was able 
to work closely with Lewis during contract negotiations.  Bennett said she has the 
“utmost respect” for Lewis.  Bennett also said she gets a great deal of support from 
Mayor Emanuel. 
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At Issue
December 2, 2012
Guest: Robert Zimmer/ President of University of Chicago

            14 minutes out of 30 minutes program 

Zimmer said the University of Chicago has been managing Argonne National 
Laboratory for the U.S. Government since 1946.  Zimmer said one of the benefits of 
having Argonne is that they are able to create and mobilized bigger teams than a 
university alone could.  Zimmer said the University of Chicago started a new Institute for 
Molecular Engineering and students always love new fields and being part of new 
developments.  Zimmer talked about their battery power project, and said anyone who 
thinks about batteries should get excited about them because they play multiple roles in 
society.  He said batteries play a key role in green energy.   



Issues and Programs Report Fourth Quarter, 2012

WBBM-AM  Page 6

II.  BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
October 7, 2012
Guest:  Lawrence Misal/President of the Civic Federation   

 20 minutes of 30 minute program

   Misal talked about what he would like to see in the City of Chicago’s budget for 
the 2013 year.  He wants to see a budget that not only gets us through the year, but a 
budget that lasts.  He said it is appropriate that the Mayor is not raising sales and property 
taxes. He said Chicago has one of the highest sale tax rates in the country. Misal said 
there are short term balances and long terms balances when it comes to budgeting and he 
hopes Mayor Emanuel has a long term plan for his budget.  When talking about the 
privatization of parking meters a few years ago, Misal said there was an enormous uproar 
from the public, because of the way it was handled and how quickly the money was 
spent.  This will be the second budget Emanuel has proposed.  Misal said that when 
Emanuel entered office he faced a more than $500 million budget deficit and reduced it 
to $300 million in one year. The Civic Federation believes the Mayor’s office has done a 
great job of lowering the budget.  Misal said the amount needed to retain the full pension 
for police officers and firefighters is $700 million.  Misal also discussed the State of 
Illinios’ budget, saying it ranked as a single “A” credit; which means Illinois pays more 
to borrow than any other states.  However, Illinois did show some progress in its credit 
rating compared to last year.    

At Issue
October 14, 2012
Guest:  Anne Pramagiorre/President of ComEd   

 30 minutes of 30 minute program

 Pramagiorre said new technology will allow them to give better service to 
customers and will allow them to identify problems before they occur, meaning they will 
be able to fix a problem before a power outage.  She said so-called smart meters will 
allow customers to have more pricing options.  With the successful appeal of an Illinois 
Commerce Commission ruling, ComEd plans to fund about 75% of core programs and 
fund 100% for their smart switches.  The main program to be deferred is smart meters. 
She said it is a very expensive program, and they want to await more stability for the 
program and await court rulings to get there.  Pramagiorre said people should care about 
this legislation because people depend on their services and it is good for the economy. 
ComEd filed a motion with the Appellate Court to accelerate the decision on the ICC 
ruling.  Pramagiorre also was very disappointed in the story about how poorer 
neighborhoods are not getting good service, like some neighborhoods on Chicago’s South 
Side.  She said some areas just get hit with more bad weather than others, and they are 
making an effort to better serve those areas.      
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At Issue
November 18, 2012
Guests:  Tyrone Fahner/President of Civic Committee

                          Jerry Stermer/State Budget Director  
30 minutes of 30 minute program

The Civic Committee claimed that the Illinois State Pension system is unfixable 
under the current circumstances.  Fahner called it “unfixable” because the level of debt 
comes to more than $102 billion, and Illinois government has failed for years to pass laws 
that would have a “favorable” impact on the debt.  Fahner said there are now fewer 
people paying into the pension, so there’s not enough money to pay all the pensioners.     
Stermer said Governor Quinn has been leading an effort to help solve the problem, and 
while the legislature is not disputing the debt, the problem has been seven decades in the 
making.  He said the legislature mistakenly believes the pension issue can be fixed 
Fahner said teachers and employers who work for the state should be outraged and 
demand to know how they will get their pensions.  Stermer said that whatever solution is 
agreed upon must be with respect for workers.  He said what the Governor is trying to do 
is stabilize the pension system and enable the state to continue a basic level of education, 
human services, and public safety.     
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At Issue
November 25, 2012
Guests:  Wendy DuBoe/ President and CEO of United Way Metropolitan Chicago

                    Eric Erinheimer/ President and CEO of the Cara Program
      30 minutes of 30 minute program 

DuBoe said this past year giving through United Way has gone up and the charity 
over the years has raised about $5 billion across the globe. She said although United 
Way is the largest private funder of human services, there’s still a strain on public 
funds.  DuBoe said they raised more than $50 million this past year, two thirds of the 
money from private individuals, and the rest from corporate businesses.  Erinheimer 
said the Cara Program is a charity to help the homeless, specifically targeting job 
placement. Erinheimer said a critical issue for his organization is “what is the job 
market like” and right now businesses prefer to hire temporary workers, while Cara’s 
goal is to place people in permanent jobs.  With funds from United Way, Erinheimer 
said the Cara Program is able to help more people and that United Way does not just 
provide funds, but other resources such as volunteers.  DuBoe said it is important to 
provide revenue to various charity programs, and the need is accentuated because 
public funding for human services has declined 27% during the last three years in 
Illinois.  Public funding within the City of Chicago also has declined.  Erinheimer 
said the Cara Program is fortune to receive funding from difference sources and 
government may not be able to solve all the problems in the future.  DuBoe said a big 
issue facing charity agencies that are not well funded is how they will operate if they 
stay open and a bigger question is how they will operate effectively with lower 
funding and resources.  Erinheimer said young people who are entering the work 
force are also interested in service to community.  He said they not only want to be 
successful, but they also want to make a difference by helping those in need.   
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At Issue
December 2, 2012
Guest:  Rahm Emanuel/Mayor of Chicago    

 Steven Chu/U.S. Secretary of Energy 
            16 minutes of 30 minute program

Chu said that for more than a decade Argonne National Laboratory has been   
doing battery research, and its work has helped in the growth of battery use for 
commercial purposes.  Emanuel said batteries are an advanced field.  Emanuel wanted 
the City of Chicago to lead in the advancement of manufacturing and they already have 
seen Smith Electric move to Chicago.  He said having a battery research center 
contributes to bringing more businesses to the area.  Emanuel said the U.S. is now in 
competition with other countries when it comes to battery research.  Chu added that 
research is the foundation of wealth creation.  Chu said companies and consumers need 
batteries that are safe, reliable and inexpensive.  Emanuel said battery storage capacity is 
essential to bringing alternative energy to Chicago and for the future of the economy.  It 
was pointed out that batteries are used in a many things, like cars, laptop, toys, etc. 
Emanuel said by having this battery research center in Chicago it will bring other 
companies to the city, because companies want to be close to the research.  Chu said 
companies want to be next to intellectually new ideas and growth, because they actually 
become part of such ideas and growth.  He said companies want to talk to the engineers 
and scientists personally and be part of the research process.    
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At Issue
December 30th, 2012
Guest:  Andy Shaw/President and CEO of Better Government Association   

 30 minutes of 30 minute program

 With many politicians leaving Springfield because of legislative changeover 
following the November election, Shaw said it is an incredible opportunity for good 
government.  He said there would be 35 people who are finishing off their days; which 
means they’re free to vote anyway they choose without worrying about appealing to 
constituents.  But Shaw also pointed out a downside:  that historically people use those 
“free votes” for favors, also known as “pay to play.”  Shaw said that transparency is 
important in government so corruption can’t happen, particularly during these last few 
weeks before new legislators are sworn in.  Shaw said the politicians must fix the 
problem with the pension crisis, because it is costing Illinois $17 million a day and in two 
years will eat up one third of the budget.  With corruption in government, Shaw said we 
must find a way to stop the insiders who make these illegal and unethical moves to gain 
money or favors.  Shaw said the latest re-districting was a bad move, but now the focus is 
on the increased number of Democrats who need do something to fix the problems in 
Illinois.  In regards to gaming in Chicago, Shaw said the BGA feels the state should not 
pass any gaming legislation until the pension issue is fixed.  The BGA did agree with 
Governor Pat Quinn’s veto of a recent bill about gambling.  Shaw also talked about 
Mayor Emanuel.  He said it took the Chicago Tribune an “arm and a leg” to find out 
Emanuel’s schedule of who he was meeting with and where.  Shaw reiterated the need for 
transparency.  On talk about privatizing Midway Airport to raise funds, Shaw said he’s 
concerned privatization leads to lack of governmental control.  When the city is 
managing the airport, the city maintains control.  He said the city needs to go slow and 
read the fine print and really understand what they are signing away.  Shaw mentioned 
the city got it wrong several years ago when privatizing parking meters.  Shaw said the 
current Mayor likes to privatize things, and that might be smart because the government 
has not done a good job. 
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III. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

At Issue
December 16, 2012
Guest:   Anita Alvarez/Cook County State’s Attorney

 30 minutes of 30 minute program

Anita Alvarez, the week before this program, appeared on CBS-TV’s ‘60 
Minutes’ about a story of “False Confessions.”  It was about people in Chicago who went 
to jail for confessing to crimes they did not commit.  Alvarez wanted to clear up how she 
was portrayed and went into some of the crimes and talked about the people who were 
sent to jail for crimes they did not commit.  She said the cases ‘60 Minutes’ featured are 
cases she dismissed before the show ever aired.  Alvarez said the show led the public to 
believe she was still prosecuting them, but she is not.  When she looked at the cases, she 
decided to not to retry them and dismissed the cases.  Alvarez said how police and her 
office treated crimes 30 years ago is quite different than how they do it now.  All 
interrogations are now videotaped.  Alvarez also discussed the case of David Koschman, 
who died after former Mayor Richard Daley’s nephew allegedly punched him.  Alvarez 
said she was contacted by the media, which told her witnesses and police are saying two 
different things; they’re stories don’t match up.  As a result, Alvarez said she asked for   
an independent investigation.  Alvarez also touched on the recent court ruling tossing out 
Illinois’ law banning concealed carrying of weapons.  Alvarez said she is not convinced  
more guns will equal less crime.  When asked about State Senator Donne Trotter, who 
was arrested at O’Hare Airport for allegedly trying to carry a handgun on a plane, 
Alvarez said the case is pending so she couldn’t comment.    
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At Issue
December 23, 2012
Guest:   Garry McCarthy/Chicago Police Superintendent 

 30 minutes of 30 minute program

McCarthy talked about the two inmates who recently escaped from the 
Metropolitan Correctional Center in Chicago (MCC).  He said city police did not 
participate in with the capture of one of the escapees, Joseph Banks.  He also said he has 
no interaction with the MCC.  He said prisons and jails are located in cities across the 
country.  McCarthy spent some time talking about the beating of a bartender, Karolina 
Obryka, by an off-duty police officer—an act that was caught on videotape and made 
national headlines.  Obryka won a judgment from the city in court, and Judge St. Eve 
rejected the city’s offer to pay out the settlement immediately in return for a change in 
how the verdict would be assessed in later court decisions.  McCarthy said his is working 
internally to be sure the police department does not have “code of silence” among police 
officers.  He said the entire cover-up in this case probably started at the intake stage when 
the first two officers showed up at the bar.  Those officers received suspensions, he said, 
which the media did not report on.  McCarthy said a “60 Minutes” piece on ‘False 
Confessions’ only talked about cases that happened in the ‘90s.  McCarthy said changes 
have been put in place since then, and they’re working on more internal adjustments to be 
sure such interrogation techniques don’t happen again.  One such change, he said, is 
using performance based criteria for promotions—and not just seniority.  On the court 
decision to ban the concealed/carry weapons law in Illinois, McCarthy said federal laws 
are the only laws that can support decisions such as bans on assault weapons.  He said 
state law can only impose mandatory limits.  McCarthy called the reasonable possession 
of guns “a no brainer.”  McCarthy wondered why people need assault weapons, saying   
there is no reason people should have them just for fun.  Those weapons, he said, should 
only be in the military.  McCarthy said other countries that have restrictions on fire arms 
do not have the gun violence problems facing the United States.    
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IV. NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

At Issue
Oct 28, 2012
Guests:  Alan Cubbage/ Spokesman for Northwestern University 
              Bonnie McDonald/President Landmarks Illinois 

  30 minutes of 30 minute program

Northwestern University wants to build a brand new building to house a 
biomedical research center on the site of the now vacant Prentice Women’s Hospital.  
Cubbage said that property is desirable because it is adjacent to their other research 
centers.  He said there are problems using the current structure.  One problem:  it was 
built to house a hospital and not a research facility.  Another problem, he said:  it is not 
big enough to house a research lab.  Landmarks Illinois wants to save the building 
because the organization believes that site is a historical landmark.  McDonald claimed 
the building can be used and does not need to be knocked down.  She said it could be 
used for both housing and a research center.  But Cubbage said Northwestern is in the 
business of researching, not housing, so there no need to use that site as a residential area. 
McDonald said preservation creates jobs and that from the beginning Northwestern has 
had told them the school could have either research or re-use at that site, but now says 
that’s no longer the case.  McDonald believes a compromise could be found meets the 
needs of the neighborhood while preserving an icon of innovation and still allowing for a 
research center.  When asked about Mayor Emanuel saying he wants to find common 
ground on the Prentice Women’s site, Cubbage replied that it would be difficult to find 
common ground, because that site meets their specific needs to build the research 
structure. 

V. CIVIL RIGHTS

At Issue
October 21, 2012
Guests:  Brian Woodworth/Republican Candidate

                          Marcus Lewis/Independent Candidate
  Rev. Anthony Williams/write-in Candidate  

1 minute of 30 minute program

 At Issue hosted a round table with three candidates vying to unseat incumbent 
Jesse Jackson, Jr. for Illinois’ 2nd Congressional District (the Jackson camp declined an 
invitation.)  Williams briefly mentioned he is against same sex marriage and civil unions, 
but that he fully believes in equal protection under the law. 
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VI. HEALTH CARE 

Healthier Minute
Dr. Barry Kaufman
One minute feature 

Some of the topics covered during this quarter:  workouts for the fall, dancing your way 
to fitness, to nap or not to nap, don't call them accidents, deer dangers, breakfast benefits, 
Halloween hazards for pets, driving dangers on Halloween, standard time tough on 
pedestrians, food-drug interactions, pet diabetes, carbon monoxide dangers in cold 
weather, safe turkey preparations, smarter holiday eating, how to delay diabetes, writing 
wrongs with a journal, health benefits of volunteering, avoiding gluttony during holiday 
season, gift of hair, making grandparents' home safe, preventing holiday child abuse, 
keeping kids and pets safe during the holidays, fireplace precautions, controlling alcohol 
at parties, alcohol problem self-test, controlling kids’ behavior at food stores and 
choosing the right babysitter.

At Issue
Oct 28, 2012
Guests:  Alan Cubbage/Spokesman for Northwestern University 
              Bonnie McDonald/President Landmarks Illinois

  30 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Northwestern University wants to build a brand new building to house a 
biomedical research center on the site of the now vacant Prentice Women’s Hospital.  
Cubbage said that property is desirable because it is adjacent to their other research 
centers.  He said there are problems using the current structure.  One problem:  it was 
built to house a hospital and not a research facility.  Another problem, he said:  it is not 
big enough to house a research lab.  Landmarks Illinois wants to save the building 
because the organization believes that site is a historical landmark.  McDonald claimed 
the building can be used and does not need to be knocked down.  She said it could be 
used for both housing and a research center.  But Cubbage said Northwestern is in the 
business of researching, not housing, so there no need to use that site as a residential area. 
McDonald said preservation creates jobs and that from the beginning Northwestern has 
had told them the school could have either research or re-use at that site, but now says 
that’s no longer the case.  McDonald believes a compromise could be found meets the 
needs of the neighborhood while preserving an icon of innovation and still allowing for a 
research center.  When asked about Mayor Emanuel saying he wants to find common 
ground on the Prentice Women’s site, Cubbage replied that it would be difficult to find 
common ground, because that site meets their specific needs to build the research 
structure. 
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VII.  VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
October 21, 2012
Guests:  Brian Woodworth/Republican Candidate

                          Marcus Lewis/Independent Candidate
  Rev. Anthony Williams/write-in Candidate  
  29 minutes of 30 minute program

 At Issue hosted a round table with three candidates vying to unseat incumbent 
Jesse Jackson, Jr. for Illinois’ 2nd Congressional District (the Jackson camp declined an 
invitation.)  In their opening statements Woodworth said much of the district is new 
because the boundaries were re-drawn.  He said Jackson does not have a great 
relationship with the new district.  Lewis said he will win the seat because Jackson does 
not have any of the top players in his corner.  Lewis also brought up talk of a possible 
indictment of Jackson, along with his health concerns and accusations of extramarital 
affairs.  Williams said he is a shoe-in for the seat because the community is concerned 
about the “bread and butter issues” and issues such as pensions.  Woodworth said 
Jackson has a very powerful name, but that Jackson no longer has the ability to lead.    
Lewis said it would be an “absolute disaster” if Jackson gets re-elected.  The 
conversation then took a confrontational tone after Lewis said Dolton looks like the 
Sudan.  Williams lives and works in Dolton, took offense, and interrupted to say Dolton 
does not look like the Sudan.  Lewis went on to say Jackson has been gone and has not 
been doing his job in the district for the people he represents.  Williams said he can go 
anywhere in the district and be comfortable.  Williams stressed that he is the man who 
can get things done and says no one has done the work that he has done in the 
community.  Woodworth said there is an expectation that Jackson will run and if he wins 
will drop out.  He said after that Democratic leaders would choose a successor, and that 
people should be concerned about that.  Woodworth said the elected Representative 
should focus on two main issues:  policies for businesses and regulations to keep 
businesses from moving overseas, and investigate why more people don’t start business.      
Williams added that while he is against same sex marriage and civil union, he fully 
believes in equal protection under the law. 
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At Issue
November 11, 2012
Guests:  Kerry Lester/Political Editor Daily Herald 

  Bob Crawford/Political Analyst for WBBM  
                    30 minutes of 30 minute program

At Issue host Craig Dellimore held a round table discussion to talk about the 2012 
Presidential election.  Crawford said that while voters are upset with what President 
Obama accomplished in his first four years they were willingly to give him a second 
chance.  He also said the nation was evenly divided on Obama and Romney, but this 
reelection had second chance written all over it.  Lester said that to have a major 
Republican like Chris Christie praise President Obama for his help on Hurricane Sandy 
for the state of New Jersey helped him a great deal.  Lester said there was some confusion 
about “who” Mitt Romney really was, because during the Republican Convention he was 
very conservative, but as the election grew closer he moved more toward the middle to 
try to get the moderate vote.  Lester also talked about Illinois politics.  He called Speaker 
of the House Mike Madigan a brilliant map maker.  Madigan was able to redistrict the 
state to help Democrats win seats in areas that traditionally lean Republican.  Crawford 
said soon we might see immigration reform, because the Latino vote in this election was 
a major force.  He said it is important for Republicans to appeal to the Latino population 
because if they don’t, their voting base will narrow.

At Issue
December 9, 2012 
Guests:  Judy Biggert/Congresswoman of the 13th District  

  30 minutes of 30 minute program

Congresswoman Biggert joined the program to talk about her election loss, 
Congressional redistricting, the politics of today, and what she will do after she gets 
through her term as Congresswoman of the 13th district.  Biggert said she was surprised at 
how bitter the campaign became between her and Bill Foster.  She blamed her loss on the 
remapping of her district, which was “drawn for one party.”  Biggert said she didn’t do 
great during her debate, but she said she’s not comfortable when campaigns become so 
judgmental.  Biggert says in Congress, Republicans are moving more towards the right 
and Democrats more towards to the left.  She said the latest round of redistricting will 
lead to even more separation, turning so-called red states more red and blue states more 
blue.  She said the Fiscal Cliff issue has been exacerbated by two sides that don’t work 
well together.  What they need to do is sit down behind closed doors and work this thing 
out and not negotiate through the media.  Biggert is a big advocate for the homeless and 
hopes that her work for the homeless continues in Congress. Biggert said the next step for 
her is uncertain. She plans on reactivating her law license.  She said she can’t go from 
200 to zero and she needs time to decide what’s next for her.    
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