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Station KMOV-TV is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area. Our responsibilities 

as a public trustee, KMOV-TV deals with and is responsive to the principal issues 

arising in its community on a continuing basis. A variety of specials, public service 

announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matters of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects. Our 

most significant programming which has dealt with current community issues 

during the preceding three-month period are set forth below. 

 

  



DESCRIPTION OF LOCAL PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT  
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

The following programs are locally produced live news programs that present a mixture of 
news, weather, sports and issue-related stories and segments.  

 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING   SUNDAY               6:00AM - 8:00AM 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING   MONDAY-FRIDAY              4:00AM - 7:00AM 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING                             SATURDAY             5:00AM - 6:00 AM 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING   SATURDAY               8:00AM - 9:00AM 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING   SATURDAY              9:00AM -10:00AM 
NEWS 4 AT NOON     MONDAY-FRIDAY                                      12:00PM - 12:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 4:00 PM   MONDAY-FRIDAY              4:00PM – 4:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 5:00 P.M.   MONDAY-SATURDAY              5:00PM - 5:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 6:00 P.M.   MONDAY-FRIDAY              6:00PM - 6:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 10:00 P.M.   MONDAY-SUNDAY                       10:00PM - 10:30PM  
 

NEWS 4 THIS MORNING  - This is a locally produced morning newscast presented Sunday from 6:00-

8:00am and Monday through Friday from 4:30-7am and Saturdays from 5:00-6:00am and 8:00-10:00am  

that focuses on local news segments of community interest.   

NEWS 4 AT NOON - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Friday at 

noon.  

NEWS 4 AT 4:00 – This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Friday at 

4:00pm. 

NEWS 4 AT 5:00 - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Saturday at 

5:00 p.m. (and at 5:30pm Sundays).   

NEWS 4 AT 6:00 - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Saturday at 

6:00 p.m. includes a weekly scheduled segment featuring youths who “Do the Right Thing”.  

NEWS 4 AT 10:00 - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Friday at 

10:00 p.m. (and an hour on Saturday and Sunday), including regularly schedule medical feature 

addressing public health concerns.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CBS News programs present a mixture of news, weather, sports, issue-related stories and 
segments.  
 
PROGRAM DAY                                                                      TIME_______  

CBS THIS MORNING    MONDAY-FRIDAY                           7:00AM – 9:00AM 
CBS EVENING NEWS   MONDAY-FRIDAY                                            5:30PM – 6:00PM 
CBS SATURDAY MORNING NEWS SATURDAY              6:00AM – 7:00AM 
CBS SATURDAY EVENING NEWS  SATURDAY               5:30PM – 6:00PM 
CBS SUNDAY MORNING   SUNDAY              8:00AM - 9: 30AM 
FACE THE NATION   SUNDAY             9:30AM - 10:30AM 
CBS SUNDAY EVENING NEWS  SUNDAY                 5:00PM - 5:30PM 
60 MINUTES    SUNDAY               6:00PM – 7:00PM 

48 HOURS    VARIOUS 

 

 

  



The following is a sampling of locally produced programming and syndicated 

programming, or segments of programming, that aired on KMOV-TV during the past 

three (3) months in response to community issues.  This report covers the fourth quarter 

of 2017.  This list is by no means all-inclusive, but is only meant to provide the reader 

with an idea of topics we have addressed that are of community concern.   

Among the issues determined to be of most concern to the community during the 

current quarter were:   

 

 

• CONSUMERISM/INVESTIGATIVE 
 

• EDUCATION 
 

• COMMUNITY  
 

• ADVOCACY  
 

Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as otherwise 

indicated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONSUMER/INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 

 

AFTER THIEVES SNATCH 
MAIL, LOCAL CHECKS FOR 
SALE ON DARK WEB  10/28/22            10PM               5:20   

ST. LOUIS— A crime wave is hitting hundreds in the 
St. Louis region right now, and if you use the postal 
service, you might be the next victim. Like many 
people, Robert Kenkel assumed the post office was 
the best place to drop his monthly checks. In front of 
the post office, you would think it would be. But he 
was wrong. “As of today, I am still being violated at 
the banks,” Kenkel said. Someone got into these blue 
collection boxes at the Chesterfield Post Office, 
making off with potentially hundreds of pieces of mail, 
including checks Kenkel had written. “I was stunned, I 
was stunned,” said Steve Perron. The same 
happened to him, whose wife had dropped their bills 
into this neighborhood blue box in Brentwood. 
“I saw that and it really took my breath away for a 
second,” Perron said. Someone had stolen from 
them. “A $44 check to MSD had become an $8,300 
check to an individual we don’t know,” Perron said. 
It’s an old crime, coming around again, called check 
washing. Criminals can steal a check, change the 
information on it and the amounts, and cash it. 
A former KMOV employee, Perron wanted us to 
know, he wasn’t alone. Police have said they are 
seeing an uptick and they think a ring is operating. It’s 
been a nightmare now to get his money back and 
change all his accounts. “It makes me very, very 
angry that this happened,” Perron said. “One check 
was $9,078, another was $3,200, another was 
$4,000,” Kenkel said. In Kenkel’s case, he was being 
impersonated. He even has the images from a bank: 
someone had his social security number and birthdate 
too and was cashing checks as him. “We are seeing a 
large number of checks coming from your area,” said 
David Maimon, a professor at George State 
University, specializing in cybercrime and the dark 
web. He sent News 4 pictures of checks from the St. 
Louis region for sale on the dark web and for cheap 
too, $150 or so a pop. “It’s a very sophisticated supply 
chain and it’s local,” Maimon said. Letter carriers have 
been robbed recently, and experts say the thieves are 



often in search of easy-to-get mail or arrow keys, 
which open blue collection boxes. “We know they are 
cashing the checks, washing the checks, selling the 
checks. We know they are forging checks, using the 
identities to open bank accounts, credit lines,” said 
Maimon. The crime wave is hard to quantify in our 
area since the thefts are often reported to local police 
departments. Just for an example though, the City of 
Clayton said they’ve had 78 calls this year for mail 
thefts. Frank Albergo is president of the national union 
for Postal Police. “It’s a serious problem, it’s getting 
worse and worse by the day and quite frankly, the 
postal service and the inspection service are doing 
very little to prevent it,” said Albergo. He told News 4 
tips to consumers to avoid using the blue collection 
boxes seem strange to him. “It’s similar to McDonalds 
saying don’t eat hamburgers, it’s a very strange 
model to be telling customers, not to use the postal 
service,” he said. He said the problem’s made by a 
lack of postal police officers and says local 
departments are otherwise swamped. “It needs to be 
addressed on all different angles, and it’s not being 
done,” Albergo said. “That’s of the highest priorities of 
our agency is mail theft,” said Matthew Villicana, A US 
Postal Inspector based in St. Louis. He says they do 
take mail theft very seriously. “Suffice to say, we are 
actively investigating things,” he said. “Theft is always 
an issue whatever industry you are in,” he said. 
Though he couldn’t speak of specific cases, News 4 
has learned of recent prosecutions. 
Dwaundre Valley didn’t want to show his face after 
one court hearing. He’s accused of attempting to 
bribe postal employees to give up their arrow keys. 
Tahj Boyd and James Townsend both told News 4 
they were both innocent on charges that they stole 
mail. But experts tell News 4, even with busts like 
these, check crimes aren’t going anywhere any time 
soon. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ELY WALKER RESIDENTS 
SAY BOARD MEMBERS ARE 
VIOLATING CITY’S CONSENT 
ORDER     10/31/22            10PM          2:17  

ST. LOUIS— The city of St. Louis has put them on 
notice to clean up crime, but now News 4 is learning, 
from residents, that Ely Walker Lofts on Washington 
Avenue may not be doing all it’s supposed to. 
Residents said there are out-of-control trash pile-ups, 
squatting homeless people in their garages and non-
residents throwing parties on their roof. 
“It’s a free for all, you know, everybody just live how 
you wanna live. There’s no rules. There’s no nothing,” 
Allie Byrd said. Byrd and several other residents News 
4 talked with said the condo’s board members ignored 
the orders to clean up its many concerns. On Sept. 6, 
St. Louis city attorney’s implemented a consent order 
forcing the condo board members to increase safety 
and security measures and do to so within 45 days. 
“The court order was the board’s chance to right their 
many, many wrongs, and they can’t even do that,” 
Tyler Calhoun, another resident, said. Residents said 
they haven’t made many changes to security and still 
don’t feel safe living at Ely Walker. “I think it can be 
better,” Byrd said. “They’ve been done very lax, for a 
minimal effort, and then some things have been done 
late,” Calhoun added. Some things noted for 
improvement in the consent order were updated locks 
on main entrances and on-site security. Residents 
stated strangers are still getting into the building, 
including homeless people squatting in their garage 
and non-residents throwing parties on their rooftop. 
“People are still rushing behind people when they 
come in the door, so if we don’t have security 
constantly, there’s nothing we can really do about it,” 
Calhoun explained. Some residents said they want to 
see the control of the building taken out of STL 
CityWide employees’ hands. Five of whom currently sit 
on Ely Walker’s Condominium Board. Residents told 
News 4 they want to enter into a receivership with the 
city to remove the board completely. “We need them 
to come in here, truly look at the building, see what 
we’ve been telling them for months and weeks now,” 
Calhoun said. When St. Louis City Leaders were 
asked what further action they plan to take against the 
board, given residents’ documentation of ongoing and 



new problems, they said they’ll be talking about this 
later this week. We also reached out to the condo 
board’s attorney, who didn’t get back to us. For now, 
residents said they’re sick of giving second chances. 
“The board needs to lose this building. They’ve had 
more than enough time. Their time’s up,” Calhoun 
said. 
 

ST. LOUIS CITY MAKING  
MONEY OFF STOLEN CARS   11/02/22             10PM           6:22 
 ST. LOUIS - St. Louis is profiting off stolen cars, 

leaving Kia and Hyundai owners furious and 
devastated. Thieves snatched a local woman’s Kia, 
but she claims the City of St. Louis profited off her 
pain. The city is reportedly selling stolen cars and 
making big bucks. A single mom and small business 
owner, Khadijah Hogans has worked hard and last 
year, and saved up to buy her 2015 Kia Sol. Man on 
vacation in St. Louis gets Kia stolen, towing 
company sees 5 Kia/Hyundai cars stolen per day 
“I was proud of it, I washed my car every week,” she 
said. Hogans and her kids listened to gospel music 
every day on the way to school. “That was our 
bonding time as a family and we can’t do that right 
now,” she said. In August, someone stole it from right 
outside her home. She had fallen victim to the same 
thing hundreds of people in the St. Louis region have. 
Thieves are stealing Kias and Hyundais with only a 
screwdriver and a cell phone cord. The problem has 
gotten so bad that St. Louis Mayor Tishaura Jones 
has called on the car manufacturers to make fixes, 
even threatening a class-action suit. “I think Kia and 
Hyundai, they are a nuisance right now,” Mayor Jones 
said in a previous interview with News 4. But Hogans 
told News 4 that is some irony, because she feels like 
the city stole it from her too. “It almost feels like a 
trap,” she said. “I definitely feel like it was stolen 
twice, I feel like the Kia boys got me and the city got 
me second.” Metro residents seek accountability 
for ongoing Kia and Hyundai auto thefts 
That’s because her car ended up at the city tow lot. It 
is like a car graveyard of sorts littered with Kias and 
Hyundais and other cars towed there. “It was totaled, 
all the airbags deployed, damaged,” recalled Hogans. 
She was actively trying to get it back. Though she has 
the keys, the title, and insurance on it, no one would 

https://www.kmov.com/2022/10/08/man-vacation-st-louis-gets-kia-stolen-towing-company-sees-5-kiahyundai-cars-stolen-per-day/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/10/08/man-vacation-st-louis-gets-kia-stolen-towing-company-sees-5-kiahyundai-cars-stolen-per-day/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/10/08/man-vacation-st-louis-gets-kia-stolen-towing-company-sees-5-kiahyundai-cars-stolen-per-day/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/09/20/metro-residents-seek-accountability-ongoing-kia-hyundai-auto-thefts/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/09/20/metro-residents-seek-accountability-ongoing-kia-hyundai-auto-thefts/


let her, or the insurance adjuster, get the car, because 
she hadn’t yet gotten it registered. While News 4 was 
with her, Hogans learned the city had auctioned it off, 
exactly 30 days after they received it, for a mere 
fraction of what she still owes on it. She knows she 
should have gotten it registered but was having a 
hard time coming up with the sales tax money. “This 
is why other cities are being more progressive and 
including the cost into the cost of the car,” she said. 
Hogans couldn’t believe the city hadn’t given her 
more time. “It feels evil and so insensitive to say, ‘well 
that’s what you get if you don’t do it like this,’” she 
said. We took her concerns straight to Streets 
Director Betherny Williams runs the tow lot. “We are 
contacting owners, we see a lot of people retrieving 
their vehicles,” she said. The city provided a letter 
they sent to Khadijah. She said she never got it. 
“Once we send that letter out, that’s it, that’s our 
process, we inform everyone we know that has any 
dealings with the vehicle before it’s auctioned for 30 
days,” Williams said. But News 4 Investigates learned 
Hogans was far from alone. We analyzed the auction 
block lists for the last few months and found close to 
40 Kias and Hyundais for sale by the city. So, we sent 
letters to the owners and found several them were 
victims of theft. “I do apologize to those people that 
their cars were stolen, but we do have to follow the 
ordinance, that’s what we do here at city tow at the 
city of St. Louis,” said Williams. The people contacted 
by News 4 reiterated that they owned their cars, but 
the city wouldn’t budge. City leaders demand action 
as surge in Kia, Hyundai vehicle thefts continue 
“Why is a title not sufficient to get the car back?” 
asked Chief Investigative Reporter Lauren Trager. 
“Per the ordinance, and we follow the ordinance, it 
says your vehicle has to be registered, a current 
registration for a vehicle is how we release them,” 
responded Williams. After the interview with News 4, 
Trager asked for the specific ordinance, which to our 
reading, only states proof of ownership’s required for 
release, not registration. “I think that’s something we 
definitely need to look into,” said Alderman Brandon 
Bosley. He said it’s clear, the city should make a 
change in their policies or law. “You have the loan, 
the bill of sale, the information from the dealers, it’s 
not difficult,” he said. Especially, he said, when 

https://www.kmov.com/2022/08/29/city-leaders-demand-action-surge-kia-hyundai-vehicle-thefts-continue/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/08/29/city-leaders-demand-action-surge-kia-hyundai-vehicle-thefts-continue/


thousands of Kias and Hyundais are being stolen 
around St. Louis. Hyundai rolls out security kits, at 
the cost of owners in the Metro “We have to make 
those changes and be more empathetic to the 
changes that are going on nationally,” Bosley said. 

“I don’t wish this on my worst enemy,” said Hogans. 
She would like for resolution from the city. Now facing 
bankruptcy, with keys still in hand, and the hope she 
tries to instill in her kids, still in her heart. “It’s 
frustrating, I gotta keep going though,” Khadijah told 
News 4. Just since July, the city has made close to 
$1.3 million auctioning off cars. The Streets Director 
said they simply don’t have enough space at the tow 
lot to keep cars longer than 30 days. Hogans has a 
GoFundMe for help with her car payments. You can 
find that information, 
here: https://gofund.me/4a7f3e6d 
 

 
 
STATE AGENCY WON’T DISCLOSE 
TAXPAYER-FUNDED PUBLIC 
DEFENSE COST IN DEATH  

PENALTY TRIAL                                11/03/2022              10PM               6:45            
ST.CHARLES COUNTY--,  A St. Charles 

County man who admitted to killing four people, 

including two young children, was officially sentenced 

to death on Thursday when a judge confirmed the 

jury’s verdict from last month. His defense is being 

paid for by taxpayers, but the state won’t release how 

much money was spent. In December 2018, Richard 

Darren Emery shot and killed his girlfriend Kate 

Kasten and then the gun on Kasten’s mom Jane 

Moeckel and Kasten’s two children, 10-year-old 

Jonathan and 8-year-old Zoe. “You’re going to get so 

angry that you’re going to get your gun out of a 

drawer and you’re going to start shooting people?”, 

Frederick Moeckel questioned. Moeckel is Kate 

Kasten’s father. He lost his daughter, grandchildren, 

and ex-wife. “If the world could be more like them, it 

would be a great place,” Moeckel said. Moeckel 

watched as Emery recently spent weeks in a St. 

Charles County court room fighting for his own life, a 

fight he lost when he was sentenced to death. “How 

do you defend somebody who admits they were 

https://www.kmov.com/2022/10/05/hyundai-rolls-out-security-kits-cost-owners-metro/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/10/05/hyundai-rolls-out-security-kits-cost-owners-metro/
https://gofund.me/4a7f3e6d
https://www.kmov.com/2022/09/30/st-charles-jury-finds-richard-emery-guilty-first-degree-murder-penalty-phase-next/


guilty? There’s got to be a better way,” Moeckel said. 

Moeckel questions a side of the case that often isn’t 

brought up. The state determined Emery couldn’t 

afford a lawyer and he was given representation from 

the Missouri State Public Defenders. It’s a price that’s 

part of the justice system, but the cost is being kept 

from the public. “It’s our money, we should know what 

they’re spending,” Moeckel said. “I would say if 

they’re not wanting to tell you what it is, then they’re a 

little bit embarrassed about what they spent on it.” In 

court Emery didn’t deny the violence that happened 

that night in December 2018. His lawyers argued he 

shouldn’t be given the death penalty because he was 

in a mental state where he didn’t know what he was 

doing. “This is my fault. I’m the screw up. I’m the one 

who is apparently sick,” Emery said during recent 

court testimony. News 4 Investigates repeatedly 

reached out to Missouri State Public Defenders. The 

office won’t do an interview and claims it doesn’t have 

to provide any information about costs. It argues 

Missouri law maintains that public defender files are 

confidential. “People need to know what’s being done 

with the taxpayer money that they provided to the 

government,” said Dave Roland, a lawyer and expert 

on Missouri’s open records law. Roland, who’s also 

the Director of Litigation for Freedom Center of 

Missouri, believes client case files should be 

protected because of attorney-client privilege. He 

doesn’t believe that extends to bills. “The important 

thing with billing statements is they rarely, if ever, 

include any privileged information,” Roland said. 

News 4 Investigates brought that point to Missouri 

State Public Defenders. They disagree and continue 

to say the bills spent on Emery’s defense are 

confidential. “The work done by public defenders is 

very important, and I don’t think that people should be 

too critical of the amount of money being spent by 

public defenders, but at the same time it’s still 

important for people to understand how their money is 

being used,” Roland added. In its latest annual report, 

the public defender’s office claims it handles most 

death penalty cases in Missouri because “few people 

can afford the high costs,” but they never say exactly 



what that cost is. Instead, the report points to a 2017 

study out of Oklahoma that found defense costs are 

nearly 10 times more expensive than similar cases 

where the death penalty isn’t on the table. Currently, 

the public defender’s office has a budget of more than 

$61 million. In the next spending year, it is asking for 

$700,000 more. During the Emery trial, at least one 

defense cost was clear. Public defenders spent 

thousands of dollars to fly in a doctor used as an 

expert witness. “My rate is $375 per hour, and up to 

this point, prior to this week the amount that I billed for 

was a little over $32,000,” Dr. Michael Hendricks 

testified during the trial. Hendricks is one of nearly a 

dozen witnesses public defenders brought it. The 

majority were from out of state which means even 

more costs for travel. “I am amazed that we have two 

great universities right here in St. Louis and you can’t 

get an expert witness out of one of the universities,” 

Frederick Moeckel said. There are some costs News 

4 Investigates was able to pin down. St. Charles 

County Prosecuting Attorney Tim Lohmar told News 4 

his office paid thousands of dollars in employee 

overtime, expert witness costs, and travel. “Our 

expenses were well into the $20,000 range,” Lohmar 

said. There was also the price to sequester the jury 

for three weeks, which means 24/7 security from the 

sheriff’s office and hotel room fees. Combined with his 

office costs, Lohmar says that put the total much 

higher. “It was in excess of $130,000 in extraordinary 

expenses that we would not incur in your typical 

case,” Lohmar said. When asked by News 4 

Investigates if he would consider it a high expense, 

Lohmar responded “I would, and it probably should 

be. It’s a rare occasion where the state is going to 

believe that they have a case where a jury should be 

given the option to take away someone’s life so that 

should be a very high burden.” The tab is only going 

to get higher. In Missouri there’s an automatic appeal 

for death penalty cases, then there are possible costs 

for other appeals, which means it will likely be years 

until this case is closed. For Lohmar it’s money well 

spent. “There were three generations of a family that 

were extinguished in a matter of minutes, and we 



thought, you know there may be other cases that are 

worthy of death penalty consideration, but this one 

was at the top of the list,” Lohmar said. For Frederick 

Moeckel the money spent can’t compare to the price 

his family keeps paying, wanting his loved one’s 

legacy to be more than the violence that cost their 

lives. “You park it in the back somewhere, and you 

just don’t let it get to you. You think about it, you think 

about the good things and the good times,” Moeckel 

said. “You want to remember them as happy, smiling 

faces.” 

        

   
NO HOME FOR THE  
HOLIDAY: LOCAL FAMILY  
SCAMMED FORCED OUT 
OF THEIR HOUSE  
 12/13/22             10PM                  4:24  

ST. LOUIS, Mo. (KMOV) - All one local mom wanted for 

the holidays was a home to call their own. But only after 

she and her kids moved into a dream house did she learn, 

she was scammed and they were instead, being tossed in 

the cold. “I thought it was a beautiful home, I thought it was 

really nice house,” said single mom Mia Dougherty. She’d 

been saving up for a rental home and found one in 

Florissant on Zillow. She sent a message and got a text 

from someone claiming to be the owner. Using an app, she 

got a code for the lock on the door and was even able to 

take a tour. Immediately, my daughter was super excited 

when she was like mom, this is my room. She signed a 

lease and paid fees through an app. “Total, with 

everything, I am out about 3500 maybe 4,000 dollars,” said 

Dougherty. After they moved in, a woman showed up and 

handed Dougherty a letter. “She’s like, ‘I don’t know how 

you got in this house, you have to leave now, you have to 

leave by Friday,’” said Dougherty. “My stomach just turned 

in knots, I could have collapsed, I couldn’t believe the 

words that were coming out of her mouth.” Dougherty 

learned she had paid a scammer only posing as the 

owner. “I was devastated. I was heartbroken,” she said. 

Her daughter’s dreams of a room of her own are now 

gone. They are unable to unpack their Christmas tree or 

even set up the whole house. Sarah Wetzel with the BBB 

says Dougherty is far from alone. Last year, they received 

500 calls for rental scams and 450 so far this year. 



“Scammers have become more sophisticated with their 

tactics. They are keeping up with the technology and what 

they can get by with, they look so legitimate, they look so 

real and that’s what is so scary,” said Wetzel. Wetzel says 

there are often red flags. For instance, Dougherty was told 

she was getting a $750 dollar discount off the listed rent. “If 

it’s too good to be true, it probably is,” Wetzel said. The 

scammer, of course, has disappeared. The number he 

used to call her is now disconnected. But while it’s a sad 

story we have heard before, this one comes with a twist. 

The company that actually owns the home also has issues 

of its own. It’s called Progress Residential, based out of 

Arizona. According to our research, they now manage 

dozens of homes owned by LLCs in our area. They have a 

one-star review with the BBB, which also has an alert out 

on the company — for a pattern of complaints from renters. 

“It’s not even bad reviews, it’s nightmare reviews that I am 

seeing,” she said. She says Progress Residential’s remote 

unlock and “show yourself in” self-tour feature makes their 

properties ripe for fraud. “Internally they are not doing 

enough,” said Dougherty. News 4 signed up for a tour and 

sure enough, we never spoke with a person face-to-face or 

on the phone. But we were given a code to tour a home in 

Ballwin. Inside, there is a big sticker to be aware of fraud. 

That’s something Dougherty says wasn’t inside the 

Florissant home she rented. We wanted an interview with 

Progress Residential. Instead, a representative sent a 

statement: “While we don’t comment on specific cases, we 

make every effort to support these victims of rental fraud 

by providing an opportunity to directly work with Progress 

staff to apply for and rent the home they want.” Dougherty 

said she did that. They took more money from her and 

then denied her application. “I cannot imagine how many 

families are going through the same trauma and 

devastation,” she said. Left with no choice but to move out 

and with little money left, she’s at a loss. “I don’t know 

what’s next, I don’t know what’s to come,” Dougherty said. 

Dougherty has filed a police report but is not hopeful she’ll 

get her money back. She has set up a GoFundMe for the 

money is out. You can find that, 

Here: https://gofund.me/603ca9c4 Progress Residential 

ultimately did pay about $800 to help her move out and 

back into a place in St. Louis City. They said they have tips 

on their website to avoid fraud. You can find that, 

here: https://rentprogress.com/watch-out-for-scams/ The 

BBB also has more information on how to educate yourself 

and your family members. Common red flags in an 

https://gofund.me/603ca9c4
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frentprogress.com%2Fwatch-out-for-scams%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjmoore%40pretium.com%7C2bfacd6be788471f488108dad88ae040%7Cb4cbfe8391e24c2bbfb0ea74e4df732c%7C0%7C0%7C638060388226388204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rnNPzIm5Lm1ujqWM5j6vjrmY5moMK2EcSxCsK9rvqto%3D&reserved=0


apartment rental scam include: · Requests to provide 

prepaid gift card information or wire funds. · Typos and 

grammatical or other errors during discussion or in the ad. 

· Requests for your bank account number, Social Security 

number or a code sent to your cell phone. · The email 

address used by the person who posted the listing does 

not sound like a person’s name. That may indicate an 

auto-generated email account, preferred because they are 

difficult to trace. · The “seller” isn’t willing to reveal the 

house’s address until you reply to their ad or fill out a “free 

credit report” designed to steal personal information. · You 

cannot inspect the property prior to making a decision. · 

The rent is much lower than similar properties in the area. · 

The owner is located out of state or in another country and 

may instruct targets to send money overseas in order to 

secure the home. · An identical ad is listed in other cities. 

BBB recommends the following when searching for 

housing rentals: · Research the property and its owner. 

Look for the owner’s name, phone number and email 

address online. Ask to inspect the property before making 

a decision. Check property records via the local assessor’s 

office to determine if the person actually owns the property. 

· See the property in person or ask someone you trust to 

check it out. Don’t send money to someone you don’t know 

for an apartment you haven’t seen. · Understand your 

responsibilities and rights. Read the lease carefully before 

signing and discuss any unclear points with the landlord. 

The lease should tell you how much your rent will be, for 

what period of time and what maintenance services your 

landlord provides. · If a security deposit is required, find out 

before you sign the lease what it covers and the conditions 

for a refund. Make a list of any damages present when you 

move in and again when you move out to compare with the 

landlord’s list. Check out a company’s BBB Business 

Profile, register a complaint or post a review at BBB.org. 

Report any scams to BBB Scam Tracker. 

 

CITY TO PAY AFTER FORMER 
ST. LOUIS BOA PRESIDENT 
REED’S TWITTER BLOCK 
 12/12/22            6PM                  2:20  

ST. LOUIS.— A former local elected official is heading to 

federal prison, but it was a simple click of a button on his 

Twitter page that could soon be costing you, the taxpayer. 

A local woman has just won a federal lawsuit after former 

St Louis Board of Alderman President Lewis Reed blocked 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252flink.stlouisbbb.org%252fapi%252fLinkHandler%252fgetaction%253fredirectParam2%253dK09weU5vMDBKWW9rZFRUL1JYVFRkQnNCYzJpMFVHK2V6QkRScm5MWkg0SFhEdVNZeTVMV0RCRmYxN0lLZlAyWlI2T3NDcFdBcmtFN1ozWlJFUUVmaXd5SSs3V3FGMUlnWld6RlpiYTdhQ0V1QitQeVBiNXB1Y3RrRVBhVUVIVFNqSHZ4Yks5bEJsUGFUSlFobkZEdXFrYjVPVTlIbElXUUFWT0t1aWgraWJZVVBaZDIzNXVxbmMyNC82c1g0YU50cTNqVDRoZmpweFk9%26c%3DE%2C1%2ChGtZIM6o0iugtZSWpOMLoWnEEh6uMNH63GEoK7FHrHpM3DB9pkeRww0Ui0IU6KEv0x722y_S5m4wyHV-JxQ5qRPNeUaJjAuTI_Tdwg_3f87_nA%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8c48ff3a6b5543bd1c1f08dadd36ce9a%7C104e98985a7e4b7ea63aba6d4bdf7a61%7C0%7C0%7C638065527007598705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CRad%2Bt%2BWjIqO%2BTE1x4FjCIWhT9XJtICzpC%2F76eA58zk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252flink.stlouisbbb.org%252fapi%252fLinkHandler%252fgetaction%253fredirectParam2%253dK09weU5vMDBKWW9rZFRUL1JYVFRkQnNCYzJpMFVHK2V6QkRScm5MWkg0SFhEdVNZeTVMV0RCRmYxN0lLZlAyWkcyajhkd3lNQk8zQkd2WHA2eFVjOEs3c09KVWVmWW1Bb2RGRi9NRmdHSkwwbk1OcXpPVEJCWDI4SzdLWXgraUFrK3NXSUdON0VUZSs1YjlPcVZKazNaTDU2Y2lIdWlMVXlONDFlSXVwL29tR2VERFFRZ3RKQUhKSVliTWgySUQzUWRuU1I0cmlUSWc9%26c%3DE%2C1%2C7li8Tn2Kjm2hqS1-IqfSma54qQVABWSIec5D9kiGdqq_nae7qT7oKJ6FnKQyMNq2f7HV0K-UKrd2yMaqiebTG_YC9hIK6v97MepXTnb7DhOJllI%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8c48ff3a6b5543bd1c1f08dadd36ce9a%7C104e98985a7e4b7ea63aba6d4bdf7a61%7C0%7C0%7C638065527007598705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zZwKDnKNlt7DVxAc9yTH2HZ4X%2F95zvC10tJhrsjT0mo%3D&reserved=0


her on Twitter. Now, even though he’s resigned, a judge 

said the city still has to pay up. Former St. Louis 

Aldermen Reed, Boyd and Collins-Muhammad 

sentenced in pay-to-play scheme 

In a 20-page decision, a federal judge found that Reed 

violated a citizen’s constitutional rights by blocking her on 

Twitter. The suit, filed in 2020 by Sarah Felts, who the 

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) represented, 

argued that when Reed blocked her from Twitter back in 

2019, it was a violation of her First Amendment rights as 

an act of viewpoint discrimination. Reed, through the City’s 

attorneys, argued he blocked her due to what he perceived 

as a threat on the site. The court now says her tweet 

wasn’t threatening, and because Reed used his Twitter as 

a “tool of governance” to communicate with the public, he 

couldn’t keep people from accessing it. Reed resigned 

earlier this year after being indicted on public corruption 

charges. He was sentenced to close to four years in prison 

just last week. In the Twitter lawsuit, a judge ruled that the 

taxpayers must be on the hook. The local lawsuit 

references a similar case against former President Donald 

Trump, who blocked critics on Twitter. The Supreme Court 

just last year vacated an earlier finding that he shouldn’t hit 

the block button. Of course, he then was permanently 

banned by Twitter, then unbanned under new owner Elon 

Musk. Reed had unblocked Felts after the lawsuit was 

filed, but the judge found it was too late. How much it will 

cost taxpayers remains to be seen, with both sides still 

arguing over damages. News 4 Investigates wanted to talk 

to Felts. She is pretty active on Twitter. We’ve not heard 

back. “Officials who use their social media accounts as a 

tool of their public office can’t selectively exclude the 

voices of those who disagree with them,” Attorney for 

Felts, Lisa Hoppenjans, said in a statement. We also 

asked the ACLU to talk. They also have not responded. A 

spokesperson for the St. Louis Mayor’s office said The City 

has no comment at this time. 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.kmov.com/2022/11/29/prison-time-recommended-former-st-louis-board-aldermen-who-pleaded-guilty-bribery-scheme/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/11/29/prison-time-recommended-former-st-louis-board-aldermen-who-pleaded-guilty-bribery-scheme/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/11/29/prison-time-recommended-former-st-louis-board-aldermen-who-pleaded-guilty-bribery-scheme/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/06/07/lewis-reed-resigns-being-board-aldermen-president/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/06/07/lewis-reed-resigns-being-board-aldermen-president/
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St. Louis City to add gun 

safety education to school 

curriculums 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TWICE WEEKLY                5PM                       1:45 AVG 
This regular feature is reported and produced by our 
morning show anchor and various reporters.  Each report 
spotlights noteworthy programs and individuals, both staff 
and students and public and private schools across the 
Metro St. Louis area.  Following are examples of stories 
aired: 
 
OCTOBER   

 

10/19/22                      12PM                                  0:29 

In an effort to prevent more young victims to gun 

violence, St. Louis leaders are bringing gun safety 

education to the classroom. 

Leaders from the Educators for Gun Safety said 18 

children have been shot and killed in St. Louis City 

so far this year, and at least 72 others have been 

injured. Educators for Gun Safety was launched in 

April 2022 as a “long-term effort to stop the gun-

related killings that continue taking the lives of 

children and destroying families.” Members of 

Educators for Gun Safety along with Confluence 

Academy and Saint Louis Public Schools developed 

a curriculum to teach students how to avoid unsafe 

situations when a firearm is present. “Our kids’ lives 

are on the line. We all have to do something. Proper 

gun safety precautions can save lives. The sad fact 

is we live in a world where many of our kids are 

surrounded by gun violence, and guns are often 

nearby and unsecured,” Dr. Candice Carter-Oliver 

said, the CEO of Confluence Academies. The plan is 

to start gun safety education this current fall 

semester. “Guns are killing our children and it has to 

stop,” Saint Louis Public Schools retiring 

Superintendent Dr. Kelvin Adams said. “We know 

that a first step in stopping these preventable deaths 

is to make sure guns are locked and stored safely. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pumpkin chucking event 
held to raise awareness 
about local anti-bullying and 
mental health resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, we launched this effort with outreach and events 

to make sure our parents and families know how to 

lock their guns and provide them with free gun 

locks. So far, we have distributed more than 250 free 

gun locks at three giveaway events with our 

partners, Confluence Academies and Women’s 

Voices Raised.” 

 

10/20/2022                    10PM                                2:14  

WENTZVILLE, Mo.— This past June, a video out of 

Wentzville Middle School went viral. It was a bullying 

incident that riled up parents, students and local 

leaders. This Halloween season, the city of 

Wentzville is ramping up its efforts to promote 

mental health and anti-bullying programs. “My 

daughter had to switch schools after the assault last 

year,” Paul Tripp said. Tripp’s daughter was the 

victim in that viral bullying video. A student walks up 

to Tripp’s daughter in the cafeteria, dumps chocolate 

milk on her, then punches her repeatedly. “It’s just 

been one thing, after another, after another, after 

another,” Tripp said. Tripp said because of his 

daughter’s constant fear for safety, she’s now 

moving schools. After that video spread across the 

internet, Wentzville city leaders said they’ve been 

stepping up to try and make changes. “Bullying 

doesn’t just happen in school. It happens outside of 

school, it happens online. People are looking for 

help for their kids and themselves and what to do, 

and that’s why we just wanted to be a resource,” 

Tricia Byrnes said. Byrnes, a Wentzville 

Alderwoman, was one of many who organized 

Sunday’s Pumpkin Chuckin’ event where families 

came to smash pumpkins and learn about local anti-

bullying and mental health resources. “I think there’s 

more awareness to it and people are trying to find a 

way to address it,” Wentzville Mayor Nick Guccione 

said. Dozens of residents came with their kids to 

learn more about the city’s local resources. “I think 

it’s amazing for everyone to come together and have 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hazelwood School Board 
meets to discuss changes at 
Jana Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

these kids out here, and getting things out they’ve 

probably been holding in,” Tripp explained. 

As the city takes steps to address bullying, some 

parents said they hope school leaders will do the 

same. “They just really need to hold them 

accountable. They’re not doing anything to hold 

them accountable if they do something wrong. They 

may give them a five-day out-of-school suspension, 

but that’s a vacation. There’s so many other ways to 

hold them accountable like victim impact panel or 

anger management, and they’re not implementing 

any of that,” Tripp said. We’ve reached out to 

Wentzville School District to see what changes have 

been made to its bullying policy since last reporting 

on this incident in June. We’re waiting to hear back. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER   

 

11/01/2022                    10PM                               3:21 

ST. LOUIS- Tuesday night News 4 learned that over 

300 Jana Elementary students will be shuffled and 

separated into five different schools. This was a 

decision made by the Hazelwood Board of Education 

Tuesday night. These changes will happen in the 

coming weeks. It’s a surprise to parents who said 

their input never mattered. “We will explode their 

classrooms, we will over tax their teachers and our 

students will be the cause of it,” said one parent at 

the meeting. Students can expect to be assigned to a 

new school starting November 14th. Right now Jana 

Elementary students are going to class virtually 

because of high nuclear waste levels found on the 

campus. Hundreds of kids will be placed throughout 

Brown, Coldwater, McCurdy, walker and Barrington 

schools. A decision made without parent’s consent. 

“We understand the hurt that happens when you 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Webster Groves students 
deliver food using wagon 
train 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

separate the environment that you feel most 

comfortable,” said another parent. “Now I have to go 

home and talk to my little girl that she has to go to 

another school.” News 4 tracked down a former 

teacher who taught at Jana Elementary during the 

70s and 80s. Louise Whittenburg, 76, lives in Texas 

and was recently diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 

(MS). She said she’s more concerned about the 

consequences for the generations after her if this 

isn’t addressed. “When I hear about student that I 

taught that are no older than my children, I am very 

concerned for them and I want to make sure 

everything that can be done is being done,” said 

Whittenburg. “Both proactively for them but also 

that we see some sort of change in legislative acts 

that keeps this bag it, bury it, forget about it attitude 

that we see with a lot of contaminates.” News 4 also 

got access to emails sent by current Jana 

Elementary teachers to the district begging them to 

not continue with virtual learning. “I know everyone 

is scrambling,” read one email. “I have been trying 

to come up with a solution other than virtual... In my 

opinion, virtual would only make them fall farther 

behind.” The email goes on to say, “I have been at 

Jana for 25 years. I know my staff very well. We need 

to stick together to get through this.” 

 

11/18/2022                    6PM                               2:01 

WEBSTER GROVES, Mo. -  Bundled up in coats and 

gloves, the students from the College School in 

Webster Groves were on a roll Friday. The students 

pushed and pulled wagons packed with food, 

snaking down leaf-covered sidewalks and up 

streets, to the Emmanuel Episcopal Church, which 

serves between 60 and 80 families. The students 

then filled the church’s barren food pantry. For the 

students, the wagon train is the culmination of 

weeks of learning about food insecurity. “It’s really 

impactful for them to learn about this big thing that 

feels hard and upsetting and they have big feelings 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Granite City High School 
launches Grounds City Café, 
helping combat workforce 
shortage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about and then being part of a solution and 

channeling those feelings into something 

important,” said second-grade teacher Rachel 

McDermott. This year, 5,600 non-perishable food 

items were donated during the event. 

 

 

                                  DECEMBER 

 

12/14/2022                     6PM                                2:10 

ST. LOUIS— A Metro East High School is doing its 

part to train students for jobs in the food service 

industry as the nation grapples with a workforce 

shortage impacting both employers and customers 

alike. In January, Granite City High School launched 

the Grounds City Café, offering a coffee, hot 

chocolate, tea and cookies to students throughout 

the day. Students who work in the café receive class 

credit, as they learn a handful of vocational and 

social skills. “Anytime you go anywhere, especially 

out to eat, you’re waiting an extra long time because 

there’s just not enough workforce,” said Kellie 

Hutchings, a Granite City High School teacher who 

helped launch the café. “We’ve actually have a few 

local businesses reach out to us asking for 

employees and we’ve been able to connect them 

with some of our students.” In addition to daily prep 

work, students become certified in safe food 

handling, an exam many local employers require of 

potential employees. “It’s a hard exam and to have 

students earn that certification while they’re in high 

school, they’re then able to go out to part-time jobs, 

or full-time work after high school and already have 

that under their belt,” said Hutchings. Delvysha 

Graves is a senior and has worked in the café since 

its inception in January 2022. She works part-time at 

a local fast food restaurant and said she’s becoming 

a better employee thanks to her work at the café. 

“I’ve learned I have to talk really slowly because 

people can’t always keep up,” she said. “I’ve also 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local teachers raise funds 
for sensory spaces at charter 
school  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

been able to work on my money counting skills at 

the cash register.” Graves said interacting with her 

classmates at the café is similar to her encounters 

with customers at work. “When I used to get mad 

last year Mrs. Hutchings would say don’t get mad or 

anything, calm down,” Graves said. “So if a 

customer makes me mad here, i use those 

techniques, same thing I do at work, I use those 

techniques.” The café will make deliveries to 

teachers during the day who may be craving coffee 

or tea. The nature of the job forces students to be 

social, helping many of them gain confidence. 

“Before they started in the program they would have 

been described as staff members as quiet and not 

very self assured and some of them have gone out 

and gotten jobs in our community,” said Hutchings. 

James Lewis will graduate this month from the high 

school and works part time at a local restaurant. 

He’s grateful for the skills he’s learned, especially 

when it comes to customer service. ““I get real 

nervous talking to other people, you know, I got 

used to it now,” he said. According to the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce, the country has more than 

three million fewer Americans participating in the 

labor force today compared to February of 2020. 

 

 

 

12/15/2022                    10PM                                2:01  

ST. LOUIS (KMOV) -- St. Louis area teachers were 

able to gift students a unique classroom thanks to 

the community’s generosity. Teachers Ciera Major 

and Jodi Boyd helped bring sensory spaces to 

Lafayette Preparatory Academy after seeing the 

need from students. “It helps kiddos that have 

traumas in their lives because their prefrontal cortex 

hasn’t developed yet,” says teacher Ciera Major. “It 

helps them with the rocking motion to regulate and 

start to have some of that development happen in 

them.” “They perform better in the classroom and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

work harder than they would if they weren’t able to 

regulate in the same way,” says Special Education 

Director Jodi Boyd. The two started a GoFundMe 

account to buy special swings and materials to 

refocus the children and give them an outlet for 

distractions. The fundraising campaign exceeded its 

goal before the end of the semester. “We knew that 

the swing was what was missing,” says Major. 

“The swing has been amazing,” says Boyd. 

“Whenever we put them on a swing, we can rock 

them back and forth a few times, and their mood and 

body instantly relaxes.” The getaway to play 

classrooms are offered to every student, and 8th 

grader Kenya Dukes says it’s a game changer. “I 

believe that these sensory spaces are changing lives 

because this gives an advantage that some don’t, 

and I believe it’s amazing,” says Duke. “I do 

everything I do for the kids. They are great. I love 

them,” says Boyd. 

Lafayette Prep Academy continues to accept 

donations for its sensory room and materials for its 

students. To find out how you can donate, 

visit Lafayette Preparatory Academy’s website. 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

   
 

https://lafayetteprep.org/community/donatenow


  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY 

KMOV believes in the importance of being a good member of the community.  To that 

end, we have created a number of ongoing campaigns that serve various community 

members and help raise awareness of issues and needs affecting the St. Louis 

metropolitan area. 

ST. LOUIS PROUD WEEKLY                6PM                          3:45-4:00  AVG 
A new weekly feature beginning in January in 2018.  “St. Louis Proud” 

is a station campaign that focuses on positive aspects of the St. Louis 

and the surrounding region.  These are long-form reports airing in the 

6pm newscast, often totaling 3:45 to 4:00 in total air time.  

OCTOBER 
10/19  -News 4’s Steve Harris went hundreds of feet underground to tell 
           a story thousands of years in the making. Meramec Caverns is  
           the centerpiece in this St. Louis Proud.  
10/26 -Born and raised in St. Louis, Mary Engelbreit’s art is known all 
           over the world. News 4’s Steve Harris sat down with her in her 
           home studio for this version of St. Louis Proud.  
 
NOVEMBER 

11/02 -News 4’s Steve Harris met a boy who went above and beyond 

for his boy scout troop in this edition of St. Louis Proud.  

 

11/09 If you say windmill in St. Louis, most people know which one 

you’re talking about. The Bevo Mill sits between Gravois and Morgan 

Ford Road in South City.  

 

DECEMBER 

12/07- This is the time of year when people thing about giving. In this 

St. Louis Proud, News 4 shows how a middle school teacher has 

made giving a tradition.  

 

12/14  We all know St. Louis has quite the top talent, from Jon Hamm 

to Jenna Fischer, the Lou has provided some top names to 

Hollywood. St. Louis Proud: Nikki Glaser  

  
  

  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SURPRISE SQUAD 

 
 
Working with several corporate sponsors, News 4 selects at least one 
individual or family to receive a gift, which can be free groceries or 
other household support.  News 4 shoots the delivery of the gift for a 
weekly report. 

 
OCTOBER-  none were aired during this month  
 

NOVEMBER- Surprise Squad helps local family after struggles with 
                     Homelessness 
                    
                     Surprise Squad crashes pep rally to give inspiring girl 
                     life-changing gifts & a visit from a country music star 

 
DECEMBER-  Surprise Squad pulls out the stops for a ‘magical angel’ and 
                         her mom ahead of the holidays 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   4 DEGREE 
GUARANTEE 

Each month we select a local non-profit to be the subject of our 4 
Degree Guarantee.   Each night in our 10pm weathercast, the charity 
and its purpose are mentioned.  When our temperature prediction is 
within 4 degrees of the actual temp for the previous day, we add $50 
to the fund for that month.  At the end of the month, those funds are 
donated to the charity.  These mentions usually run between: 30 and: 
45 seconds. 
 
This quarter’s recipients were: 
 

 OCTOBER 2022 –     Youth in Need                 $1000 
                                     

 NOVEMBER 2022 –  Home Works!               $1150 

 

 DECEMBER 2022 –   Stomp the World         $1200 

 



 
 

Missouri Lawmakers 
urge the federal 

government to act 
following radioactive 

contamination reports 
at Jana Elementary 

School  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Charles County’s 

Boone Center Inc. 
helps adults with 
disabilities find 

belonging, self-esteem 
 

OCTOBER  
 
10/28/2022                                     6am                                                2:26 
ST. LOUIS—Congresswoman Cori Bush is the latest to write a letter to 
the federal government urging those in office to act after radioactive 
waste was found at Jana Elementary School in Florissant. Bush sent a 
letter to the Department of Energy and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers demanding the agencies hold a public briefing to tell the 
community about their efforts. “Our St. Louis community is in urgent 
need of clarification on what steps your agencies are taking to 
remediate the concerns from this recent report,” Bush said in a press 
release. “We need to see swift action to ensure that we minimize 
disruptions to the lives of our children and families.” U.S. Senator Josh 
Hawley sent a letter to President Joe Biden on Wednesday calling him 
to “declare a federal emergency and immediately authorize federal 
relief. The federal government bears ultimate responsibility for this 
situation, and it is your administration’s obligation to remedy it.” 
The Hazelwood School District decided to close the facility after 
chemical testing done by Boston Chemical Data Corp showed traces of 
radioactive contamination in dust in classrooms, the kitchen, the 
library and the HVAC system. More contamination was found outside 
on the surface of a playground and ballfields. Students will be moving 
to virtual learning until the school district assigns them to other 
schools for the next semester. Jana Elementary School to close, 
students will begin virtual learning after radioactive waste found 
“The parents, children, and residents of this area have waited years for 
the federal government to complete its cleanup. Now their school is 
contaminated. They deserve immediate relief. You should act without 
delay to declare a federal emergency and authorize federal assistance,” 
Hawley said in the letter. Hawley said if immediate cleanup isn’t 
feasible, then the federal government should provide the needed funds 
to rebuild the school at a different site. “The federal government should 
never subject children in this country to radioactive contamination in 
their schools. And parents and other residents of the area should not 
have to wait any longer for cleanup and relief. The Army Corps has been 
“cleaning up” the contamination site for at least two decades,” Hawley 
wrote. “Enough is enough. I ask you to act without delay.” Jana 
Elementary School sits near Coldwater Creek. The U.S. Army Corp of 
Engineers has been digging up radioactive waste along the banks of 
the creek in recent years. The creek is near where radioactive waste 
from the Manhattan Project was dumped in the 1940s and 1950s. The 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, a division within 
the CDC, concluded in 2018 that radioactive contamination in and 
around Coldwater Creek could have increased the risk of some types 
of cancer for people who played or lived there. On Wednesday, officials 
with the Army Corp of Engineers said they are going to do further 
testing both up and downstream along Coldwater Creek to the Missouri 
River. 
 
 
10/27/2022                                     6pm                                                4:47 
ST. LOUIS— The majority of adults with disabilities are unemployed or 
underemployed, but a St. Charles County company is doing its part to 
give people a welcoming environment to grow. According to the 
National Organization on Disability, only 21 percent of Americans with 
disabilities over the age of 16 are working or actively looking for work, 

https://www.kmov.com/2022/10/17/calls-cleanup-grow-after-nuclear-waste-found-north-county-grade-school/
https://www.kmov.com/2022/10/17/calls-cleanup-grow-after-nuclear-waste-found-north-county-grade-school/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

compared to 67 percent of Americans without disabilities. “Boone 
Center provides an employment continuum so we try to match the 
person with the right spot,” said Troy Compardo, C.E.O. of Boone 
Center Inc. “For some, that means within our facility in our packaging 
operation getting some basic life skills training and technical training 
in the job setting.” BCI was founded in 1959 in St. Charles. In 1990 it 
began contract packaging and in 1996 it moved to its current facility in 
St. Peters. “They want to be out of their mom and dad’s house, they 
want to be living on their own and going to work just like any of us do,” 
Compardo said. “Sometimes it just takes them a little bit longer and 
they need a few more helping hands along the way and that’s what we 
provide.” The company employs more than 200 adults with disabilities, 
the majority of which work on the floor of the packaging plant. Jobs 
vary from breaking down boxes to packing materials into containers to 
manning the assembly lines. “I love working here,” said Donna Wolf. 
“This is my kind of place right here, buddy!” Wolf has worked at the 
packaging facility for nine years after working multiple different jobs in 
the food industry. After a five-year stint at a hamburger chain, she 
decided to apply at BCI. “I like it here better,” she said. “I like all my 
supervisors and friends.” Throughout the expansive warehouse, there 
are no shortages of waves and friendly smiles, as employees enjoy the 
friendships and support they’ve found working at BCI. “The staff 100 
percent is why I like it here,” said Jackson Arnett, who has worked at 
the facility for six years. “They’re friendly, everybody is friendly and 
they know what they’re getting.” “I think a lot of people have a 
misconception they maybe had some interactions with an adult with 
disabilities before and they paint a broad picture across everyone,” 
said Compardo. “Many of them have unlimited capabilities. With the 
right coaching and support structure around them, they can be some 
of your best employees frankly.” BCI offers employment support teams 
consisting of psychologists, behavior analysts and social workers to 
help employees on the job. In an attempt to build on their success, in 
2019 BCI launched its Skills Center, which connects young adults with 
disabilities to full-time work after graduating from an eight-week 
course. The company partners with more than 40 businesses, feeding 
them employees as needed. The most recent graduating class of 
students will work at True Manufacturing. “When you look at folks with 
disabilities, they’re usually at a disadvantage,” said Todd Streff, 
executive director of the Skills Center. “There is always a constant need 
and I think the question is always how capable are they and I think 
programs like this and a number of others demonstrate that capability.” 
The Skills Center has sent more than 100 students into full time jobs at 
competitive wages since its inception, Streff said. The most recent 
class graduated four students. 
“I kind of had been taking the same type of jobs over and over so I 
wanted to get some new experiences to help with my resume,” said 
Paul Douglas, 25, a graduate of the Skills Center. 
The course teaches students, many of whom are on the autism 
spectrum, technical skills in addition to social skills that will help them 
in future workplace environments. Some students said that support 
wasn’t always present in previous jobs they’ve had. 
“I’ve had some interesting experiences,” said Wynham Reddy, 26, a 
Skills Center graduate. “Not necessarily where I was disliked but my 
personality, my quietness, it wasn’t appreciated, it was too boring I 
guess and maybe my demeanor gave people the wrong idea and 
rubbed them the wrong way.” In addition to gainful employment and 
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the chance at upward mobility, graduates of the Skills Center are also 
eager to work for companies accepting of both their strengths and 
weaknesses. “They accept different disabilities and I’m going to be in 
a place where I’m embraced,” Reddy said. “I’m ready to work.” 
Parents of students in the class are excited for what the future holds 
and said the Skills Center fills a void that exists after young adults with 
disabilities graduate from high school. “I feel anybody with a disability 
wants to be like everyone else,” said Dena Franz, Douglas’ mother. 
“They had it all through high school, early intervention, but what is out 
there after you turn 18? So that little stair step of help that’s offered 
here, it builds their self-esteem, you feel typical and you feel ‘normal.’” 
The Skills Center typically enrolls a few classes every quarter, 
depending on their business partners’ needs. Susan Andrews’ son, 
Joe, graduated from the Skills Center in August. He now works full time 
at Cambridge Air Solutions. “It has provided, really for the first time 
since leaving high school, the chance to feel like a successful adult,” 
Andrews said. “I have a job, I earn a paycheck, I get time off and it’s 
been really excited to see that in him.” Andrews told News 4 after her 
son suffered through a couple of false starts, he found his place at the 
Skills Center. “As a parent, there’s a level of relief and then excitement 
because he’s so happy with what he’s doing.” Critical to the Skills 
Center model, she said, is the segway into full-time employment with 
one of BCI’s business partners. “Without that, I think a lot of people like 
him just stop trying,” she said. “When they’re still in school, it’s a pretty 
straight course but it’s when they graduate from high school that all of 
a sudden there are a lot of unknowns. As a parent, you can hope for the 
best but it’s also possible to be discouraged when you don’t see that 
right place for your child.” To learn more about the Skills Center, 
click here. Job openings at the BCI packaging plant can be found here. 
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11/14/2022                                    6:30pm                                                1:22 
ST. LOUIS - A powerful and permanent tribute and reminder now stand 
in the place of the once-thriving Mill Creek Valley neighborhood. 
St. Louis City SC and the Great Rivers Greenway along with local artist 
Damon Davis, came together to create the Pillars of the Valley. The 
monument is ten feet tall and made out of granite. The hour-shaped 
structure sits next to CityPark and displays names and quotes from 
former Mill Creek Valley residents. The segregated Black community 
spanned from Grand to 20th Street. Its 20,000 residents were displaced 
or forced to relocate to other parts of the city in 1959 when the city 
deemed it an area of blight and demolished its buildings and homes to 
build highway 64/40 and other urban development. “New generations 
will know what happened, hopefully when they’re responsible for our 
society, they’ll have a sense on how not to do, or how not to treat 
people, and on how to be more inclusive,” Vivian Gibson said. Gibson 
is a local author who wrote a boon about Mill Creek Valley and her 
experience living there. For Gibson, the monument is a crucial first step 
in understanding the weight of St. Louis’ history while celebrating new 
growth and development. 

https://skillscenterstl.com/
https://www.boonecenter.com/job-openings
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11/28/2022                                     6am                                                0:52 
ST. LOUIS—  A home in north St. Louis is being renovated into a 
museum that will highlight African American women. The building near 
St. Louis and Glasgow Avenues was the home of Ethel Hedgeman Lyle. 
She was born and raised in St. Louis. In 1980, she helped found the first 
African American sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha, at Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. Monday, Gamma Omega, the third oldest graduate 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, and their non-profit, the Ivy Alliance 
Foundation, announced a 12,000-square-foot community center would 
be built next to Lyle’s home. The $4 million project is expected to be 
complete and open in the summer of 2024. 
 
 

 
 
 

DECEMBER 
12/05/2022                                     5:30am                                             0:48 
ST. LOUIS-  Former NBA star Darius Miles hosted a free basketball 
clinic for young players in Cahokia Heights on Sunday. Sunday’s 
clinic wrapped up a full weekend of basketball that included a high 
school showcase with more than a dozen teams. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12/12/2022                                     10pm                                                0:24 
ST. LOUIS—  More than 400 St. Louis households living in poverty 
may soon get monthly assistance from the city as the Board of 
Aldermen passed Board Bill 116 on Tuesday, redirecting millions of 
federal money to local families. The bill establishes the Guaranteed 
Basic Income pilot program. It will use $5 million from the American 
Rescue Plan Act to make monthly payments of $500 to about 440 
households. The program will run for 18 months and is available to 
parents and legal guardians of students in the St. Louis Public 
Schools (SLPS) district whose median household income is at or 
below 170% of the federal poverty level. 
According to the Board of Aldermen, nearly 20% of SLPS students 
face housing instability, affecting their education and academic 
experience. The bill also allocates $2 million toward childhood 
education, $13 million for the development and expansion of Federally 
Qualified Health Centers, $13.6 million for housing and $6 million for 
youth programs focusing on violence prevention. “We rose 
collectively to the occasion today. I’m proud to have played a role in 
passing a bill that will directly impact working families in our beloved 
city of St. Louis,” Alderwoman Shameem Clark Hubbard said. She’s 
the bill’s sponsor. The bill now heads to Mayor Tishaura Jones for 
approval. 
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WATCHING OUT FOR YOU 
 

A regular feature in nearly every KMOV newscast, these are 
reports that have significant viewer benefit from a consumer, 
crime alert/prevention or medical aspect. 
 

 10/06/2022                               6pm                                     5:34 
MoDot worker who survived work zone crash fired from 
department, still unable to work  
ST. LOUIS- A Missouri highway worker who suffered severe injuries 
in a deadly work zone crash was just fired by the Missouri 
Department of Transportation, all while he still can’t work and is on 
disability leave. Michael Brown was the only MoDOT employee on 
the crew who survived the deadly crash. On Nov. 18, 2021, Brown 
and his co-workers were doing intersection work on Telegraph Road 
at I-255 in St. Louis County. A driver, who investigators claim was 
having a medical emergency related to his diabetes, crashed into 
the work zone, killing James Brooks and Kaitlyn Anderson. 
Anderson was 6 months pregnant with a baby boy she named Jaxx. 
Recently News 4 Investigates uncovered MoDOT disciplined the 
crew’s supervisor for multiple failures related to safety discovered 
during an internal MoDOT investigation into the crash. MoDOT 
declined multiple interview requests with News 4. Brown has been 
outspoken with questioning safety procedures at MoDOT, which he 
says he believes is why he was fired. “I have no way to support my 
family,” Brown said. “I was set up to get let go so they could stop 
paying disability benefits because I was upsetting the higher-ups.” 
According to a termination letter from MoDOT, Brown was fired “due 
to your admission that you use marijuana.” Brown doesn’t deny 
using pot and says he uses it because the crash left him with 
multiple injuries, including severe fractures and a traumatic brain 
injury. “For the pain, the depression, the psychological, like it said 
over the report it was used to mellow me out,” Brown explained. 
According to MoDOT, the department’s personnel policy bans 
employees “from taking any illegal drugs or controlled substances.” 
The letter goes on to explain, “which might impair performance 
during working hours.” In the letter, MoDOT says the exception is 
when it’s prescribed “by a person licensed to practice medicine.” 



Brown said although he has not been prescribed medical marijuana, 
he believes he would qualify for it. “At this point, it has not been 
[prescribed] but everyone I talked to said you would easily get your 
medical card,” he said. “I’ve read some of the qualifying conditions 
for getting your medical card, chronic pain, yup, limb pain, yup, 
PTSD, yup.” Brown lives in Illinois where recreational marijuana is 
legal. Brown never told anyone at MoDOT about his marijuana use. 
MoDOT found out about it from a doctor the department required 
Brown to see. “Immediately when they said it was revealed by a 
doctor I started raising objections about, well, what about doctor-
patient confidentiality,” Brown said. In the termination letter to 
Brown, MoDOT claims doctor-patient confidentiality wasn’t violated. 
The letter explains on Aug. 23, 2022, MoDOT had Brown complete 
an “Independent Medical Examination” to help determine if he could 
return to work. According to the letter, Brown “voiced 
acknowledgment” at the appointment that there would be “limits to 
confidentiality.” Brown says he does not remember signing a 
consent form. MoDOT has not responded to a request from News 4 
Investigates to obtain a record of what the “limits to confidentiality” 
entailed. “I was under the impression that I could talk openly with 
the doctor and nothing I said especially would be told to my 
employer. I was under the impression it would just be a summary on 
my psychological state,” Brown said. In the termination letter, 
MoDOT says the doctor “reviewed an extensive number” of Brown’s 
medical records which noted his use of marijuana. MoDOT claims 
Brown told the doctor he used weed “on a regular basis” and “didn’t 
express a desire to discontinue.” “It would be one thing if I was 
working and my actions could make them liable for something but 
I’m sitting at home. There’s no liability,” Brown said. News 4 
Investigates asked MoDOT about what happened. A department 
spokeswoman responded in an email writing “MoDOT does not 
discuss personnel matters.” “That’s their excuse to get rid of me,” 
Brown said. Brown says he believes he was fired because he has 
done multiple interviews and been outspoken in questioning safety 
at MoDOT. He spoke with News 4 Investigates multiple times since 
April 2022, the most recent interview was a few weeks before he 
was fired. MoDOT will have to continue paying for Brown’s medical 
expenses related to the crash. For everything else, Brown is on his 
own. He says he plans to file for social security disability benefits 
since his injuries are still preventing him from going back to work. 
“Still medically I am at the point where I’m on total disability,” Brown 
added. “How am I supposed to drive all the way over to Missouri to 
meet with these doctors they want me to meet with? How am I 
supposed to pay for that gas if I have no income?” St. Louis County 
Prosecutor Wesley Bell declined to charge the driver who caused 
the crash citing the fact the driver experienced a medical 
emergency. Reporting by News 4 Investigates exposed the driver 
had been in a car wreck three months before the deadly crash 
where police cited a medical emergency. 
 
 
 
10/07/2022                                          10pm                      6:27       
How local clerks are working to ensure voter integrity 
ST. LOUIS, Mo.—  In just one month, Americans will head to the 
polls for the mid-term elections but many people on both sides of 



the river might have some questions about voter integrity. Marjorie 
Kenny doesn’t quite get around like she used to and going to vote 
doesn’t top her to-do list. “I didn’t like standing in line, so I didn’t go 
to the polls and vote,” she said. She told News 4 she was shocked 
to receive a letter recently from Monroe County Illinois, where she’s 
lived for decades, telling her she was suspended. “I was shocked, I 
had never heard they could remove someone from voting,” Kenny 
said. The County Clerk’s Office had suspended her voter 
registration due to inactivity. “You have a right to vote, they can’t just 
take it away from you,” Kenny said. “I was just so appalled,” said her 
daughter Diane, who is concerned. “I think their intention was for 
voter suppression,” she said. “It’s our job to maintain the voter 
registration list, part of that job is doing these voter purges as we 
call them,” said Monroe County Clerk Johnathan McLean, a 
Republican. He told News 4 the law allows them to keep voting 
records clean. “We are always looking at obituaries, we are cross 
referencing land records, just to try to figure out if someone has 
moved or has passed away and it’s a very difficult job,” he said. 
But this year, McLean did make a more concerted effort, 
suspending around 2,000 registrations. “It’s one of those things 
where every 10 years it makes sense to actually go in and do the 
purge,” he said. A simple call to the office and Marjorie was re-
activated. “No one will be turned away,” McLean said. “A suspended 
voter can still show here or the polling place and still vote.” 
McLean said he spends a lot of time trying to build trust - in the 
people who work the polls and the machines that count ballots. 
“Having an election that is fair and transparent is very important to 
me,” he said. Hundreds of miles away in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
News 4 went to the top election authority, Secretary of State Jay 
Ashcroft, who also walks a fine line. “Is it sometimes an 
uncomfortable position to be in when people are questioning 
elections, even in your own party?” asked News 4 Chief 
Investigative Reporter Lauren Trager. “You know it is, but it’s just 
part and parcel of the job, I get to do this,” Ashcroft answered. 
Nationwide, elections have been far from boring. Former President 
Donald Trump and other GOP leaders continue to allude to 
widespread voter fraud. Though exhaustive research by the 
Associated Press and other media outlets could find only a few 
hundred instances around the country, nothing that would have 
changed the outcome of the presidential election in 2020. “Do you 
think there were widespread voter integrity, fraud in 2020?” asked 
Investigative Reporter Lauren Trager. “I haven’t been able to find 
widespread fraud or integrity issues in MO,” said Ashcroft. 
“The people in Missouri chose Donald Trump. I do not speak to 
what other states do, I can speak to the elections run in Missouri 
and I know they were clean and by the people,” he said. 
“Is that a concern for you, that they continue to say there was 
widespread voter fraud?” Trager asked. “Obviously, I think 
Democrats would say that and Republicans would point to 2016. 
with federal investigations into dirty tricks predicated by Democrats. 
I would really like to take the partisanship out of it,” Ashcroft said. 
Ashcroft told News 4 they’ve referred only a few cases for 
prosecution. “If you do cheat, we are going to come after you and do 
our best to make sure they get prosecuted to the full extent of the 
law,” he said. A News 4 search revealed just one recent case: 
former Berkeley mayor Theodore Hoskins, who’s awaiting trial in St. 



Louis County for election law violations and forgery. Still, skepticism 
grows. A poll conducted by KMOV and other Gray Television 
stations around Missouri found that close to 1 in 4 people surveyed 
said they had “little to no confidence” that upcoming election results 
would be counted accurately. Ashcroft supports recent Voter ID 
legislation says he will be pushing laws to allow elections to be 
audited. Back in Monroe County Marjorie isn’t feeling too optimistic 
and not just about voting. “I don’t know which way the country is 
going; nobody seems to know,” she said. “It doesn’t matter which 
party is in, I don’t know, it’s a sad situation.” But elected leaders 
don’t want you to feel despondent. They want you make your voices 
heard. There’s still time to check your voter registrations where you 
live and show up to vote. The election officials we talked to, also 
said they welcome questions and want to pull back the curtain on 
the process. You can find more information by clicking here or here. 
 
 
11/10/2022                                          10pm                      4:50       
After Maserati crash, local family has waited five years for 
justice 
ST. LOUIS-- A local family says they’re no closer to justice nearly 
five years after Daniel Domian was hit and killed on Gravois in St. 
Louis. The driver, accused of speeding in a Maserati, has been 
charged, but the case still hasn’t gone to trial. Domian was 62 years 
old when he died. “The day I had to walk in and tell my mom she 
had lost one of her sons was a very terrible day,” said David 
Domian, Dan’s twin brother. It happened nearly five years ago on 
Dec. 9th, 2017, a little before 4 p.m. Court documents say a driver in 
a Maserati was speeding and crashed into Dan’s truck. The damage 
was so severe the truck was left unrecognizable and mangled. 
“Many broken bones, a broken neck, his skull had cracked open,” 
said his wife, Pam Domian. Dan didn’t survive the crash. 
“He’s gone. We are suffering, we will spend the rest of our lives 
suffering,” said Dave. But what’s made the suffering worse, Dan’s 
family says, is the wait for justice. “It’s five years of hell,” said Pam. 
The driver of the Maserati, Mahdi Gayar, was 17 years old at the 
time. The police report said he was taken to the hospital after the 
crash in stable condition. According to court records, he had 
numerous traffic tickets before. But no one from the police 
department talked to him for nearly a year, according to Pam. It 
wasn’t until June of 2019 that Gayar was charged with involuntary 
manslaughter. “He hasn’t spent a second behind bars,” said Pam. 
Bonded out on a GPS monitor and house arrest at first, his 
restrictions were eventually loosened, and he is now allowed to be 
monitored by a new smartphone app used by the courts. 
“I don’t trust it. I just don’t trust him,” said Pam. Even after the crash 
and shortly before he was charged in 2019, Gayar got ticketed for 
going 99 mph on I-64 in Town and Country. He pleaded guilty but 
never paid his fine. There’s currently a warrant out for his arrest. 
And yet still in Dan’s case, there’s been continuance after 
continuance. “He’s guilty as hell; there shouldn’t be anything to 
discuss,” said Dan. Their frustration is leveled at the courts, the 
prosecutor’s office, and Gayar’s defense. “I feel like these high-
powered attorneys have taken advantage of the courts and their 
problems and have played tricks,” said Pam. Gayar responded to an 
email News 4 sent him, saying to contact his lawyer. His attorney, 

https://www.sos.mo.gov/elections
https://www.stlouisvpc.org/


Scott Rosenblum, wasn’t available for comment but did tell News 4 
they were working to resolve the case. The most recent delay asked 
for by Rosenblum was due to a scheduling conflict he had on 
another case. A statement from the prosecutor’s office said they 
would not offer fact-specific comment but did say there are “a 
variety of reasons that may cause delays that fall outside the control 
of the Circuit Attorney’s Office, particularly in the wake of a global 
pandemic.” A spokesperson for the courts also said they could not 
comment on an open criminal case. But they said that in general, 
jurors have been available for trials since March of 2021. 
“It’s not right. It’s not right for my husband to not have justice,” said 
Pam. Dan’s family recently learned it would be more months before 
a trial. “I understand he’s a young man and he has his whole life in 
front of him, but he certainly didn’t care about my husband that day 
or anybody else,” Pam said. The family wants him held accountable, 
worried Gayar could be driving again. 
“I want him to go to jail,” said Pam. 
The case is now set for trial in March of next year and Dan’s family 
is hoping he doesn’t take a plea that would allow for a very light 
sentence. 
 
11/21/2022                                          10pm                      6:43       
St. Louis police turn to technology to catch criminals, but are 
surveillance cameras actually working? 
ST. LOUIS.— Local police departments, looking to nab criminals, 
are turning more to technology. They’re putting their own cameras 
on street corners and in the sky, but they’re doing so in secret, 
which has some people questioning why there’s not more 
transparency on the technology, funded by your tax dollars. 
If you check the St. Louis Police Department’s social sites, you’ll 
see image after image of criminals they’re asking you to help catch. 
Tom Sawyer is a former city cop who is now head of a company 
called Blue Line Technology. They don’t have a contract with the 
city, but they are an industry expert in surveillance tech. He told 
News 4 that departments nationwide are installing their own 
cameras, in hopes of preventing and solving crimes. After all, the 
camera is a star witness. “A camera will show you what it has and 
won’t deviate in its testimony,” Sawyer said. St. Louis police have 
been implementing cameras for years now. Back in 2018, News 4 
toured the city’s Real Time Crime Center, a 24-7 shop. At the time, 
the department said they had 600 public and private cameras on 
continuous feeds. But ever since, the city’s been more secretive as 
they’re installing more eyes all the time. “That’s the thing about 
technology, it’s scalable, you can scale up, start with a few cameras 
and then it comes hundreds and hundreds of cameras as more 
funding becomes available and needs are identified,” Sawyer 
explained. Many of the city’s cameras are very visible to the naked 
eye: They’ve even got flashing lights. But the public is not allowed to 
know how many cameras are owned and operated by the city now. 
News 4 submitted a public records request asking for documents on 
the cameras because we wanted to know how often they were 
broken. Page after page of the documents were blacked out and 
redacted. The department is now refusing to disclose how many 
cameras they have, or with what specific camera companies they 
contract. The department told News 4 that the information relates to 
sensitive law enforcement information and data information 



technology. “Why would St. Louis be afraid of letting citizens know 
what to do in the name of keeping them safe and protected?” asked 
Chad Marlow with the ACLU. He said he’s got real concerns about 
the state of surveillance in the city. “It’s a matter of scale and 
invasiveness that can be turned on when the government owns all 
the cameras,” said Marlow. He worries they impact only some. 
“When you get a camera deployed in a poor community or a 
community of color, it’s there to watch the people that live there, 
when it is deployed in an affluent community, it is watching the 
people who don’t live there,” Marlow said. “Secrecy around 
surveillance makes it hard for the taxpayers to know if it’s the best 
use of their tax dollars,” he added. in recent years--a proposed bill at 
the board of aldermen would require more surveillance oversight but 
it’s so far--not passed. “If anything, St. Louis is on the worst side,” 
Marlow said. Other cities like Baltimore and Washington DC even 
have maps or lists of the exact camera locations. St. Louis City 
Alderman Brandon Bosley said there’s no reason why police 
shouldn’t reveal the locations of some of the cameras. 
“I think it should be balanced, a lot we know where they are and 
some that are stealth, mobile cameras,” said Alderman Bosley. 
He wants even more cameras, in nearly every neighborhood. “In our 
area, there is not enough of them, and I don’t see the PD not 
moving this way,” he said. News 4 did learn the police department is 
utilizing fixed and mobile cams, some with pretty good zoom power. 
They’ve also got license plate readers that can feed information 
about cars on the streets in real-time. While they have a drone, the 
department told News 4 Investigates, they haven’t started using it 
yet. News 4′s review of documents also revealed the cameras often 
aren’t even working. An accident knocked down a camera in 2020 
and, according to emails, another wasn’t working because it 
appeared to have been tampered with. But more often, it’s just a 
tech failure, the camera frozen, or pointed at the ground, the images 
obscured or blurred. In emails, officers sometimes expressed 
frustration. One writing about a homicide in June of 2021: “the 
camera would have captured the incident in full if operational. The 
camera appears to be offline for some time.” “The cameras are 
down,” wrote another officer in 2019. “There is a shooting at this 
location and the cameras could be of use.” Fixing the cameras, the 
police department said, is the responsibility of private companies 
installing them. The cameras being down sometimes is not a 
surprise to Sawyer. “They are only effective if they’re working and 
as with any technology, things can go down for temporary periods of 
time,” he said. He also told News 4 that as a crime tool, they’ll 
always have their limits. “Can a camera replace a uniformed police 
officer?” asked Investigative Reporter Lauren Trager. “Absolutely 
not,” answered Sawyer. He said the cameras need to be paired with 
patrols. Still, he, too, believes there should be more openness from 
the police about who’s being watched and when. “You don’t want to 
get caught on tape doing crime, but unfortunately a lot of people 
don’t care if they get caught or not,” he said. For those worried 
they’re forever under a watchful eye, Sawyer said, “No one is 
watching every camera out there, it can’t be done.” News 4 asked 
St. Louis police for data on how effective the cameras are. So far 
this year, the license plate readers, which are smart cameras, have 
resulted in 476 arrests and the recovery of 291 stolen vehicles. In 
addition, 99 guns have been recovered. St. Louis isn’t the only one 



with cameras they operate. St. Louis County told News 4 
Investigates that they have 44 license plate readers and 30 pan, tilt 
and zoom cameras spread throughout the county. But they said 
they preferred not to disclose the exact locations. “The cameras 
allow us to put eyes on certain locations much faster and provide 
vital information to responding officers,” wrote a public information 
officer for the St. Louis County Police Department. The City of 
Clayton disclosed that they had six license plate readers, but also 
would not tell News 4 where they are located. 
 
12/09/2022                                          6:30pm                      4:27       
Amazon answers questions about safety changes year after 
deadly warehouse tornado 
EDWARDSVILLE (KMOV) -- For the first time since the days after 
six people were killed in a tornado at an Edwardsville, Illinois, 
Amazon warehouse, Amazon is talking publicly about safety 
changes. Recent reporting by News 4 Investigates exposed how 
calls for safety changes at warehouses and to building codes have 
largely gone unanswered. 
Year after deadly tornado, families question safety at Amazon 
On December 10, 2021, six Amazon employees died as they tried to 
take cover in a bathroom. The warehouse did not have a storm 
shelter. Amazon says it had a designated “shelter in place area,” 
which was described as a windowless part of the warehouse. 
Amazon’s Director of Global Media Relations, Kelly Nantel, 
addressed changes that have been made since the storm. Nantel 
told News 4 Investigates that all warehouse employees and visitors 
are now required to wear ID cards that include a building floor plan, 
information on what to do in various emergencies, and where to 
take shelter in the event of severe weather. “We have also 
increased the amount of training that we provide our managers and 
our employees. Every employee goes through training and 
orientation,” Nantel said. “We do two drills every quarter to make 
sure that we’re touching as many employees as we can so that 
they’re practicing how they would respond in an emergency 
situation.” According to Nantel, Amazon is also using FEMA 
guidelines when making emergency plans at locations. Nantel said 
FEMA specialists have been called into multiple warehouses to help 
determine the safest place in the building during severe weather. 
Nantel confirmed that the tornado prompted Amazon to hire a Chief 
Meteorologist, a position that was first reported on by News 4 
Investigates. Amazon hiring meteorologist month after deadly 
Illinois warehouse tornado 
“This meteorologist allows us not only to just monitor the new 
weather but to project whether we saw that become really helpful in 
the hurricanes in Florida. We were able to predict 10 days out 
before the hurricanes and we could mobilize much more quickly, 
bring in goods that we knew we were going to need,” Nantel said. 
“Also, be able to close sites so that we could send employees home 
so that they could take care of their families and get out of harm’s 
way.” 
The Edwardsville warehouse is currently being rebuilt, but the 
design hasn’t changed and the plan doesn’t include a storm shelter. 
Amazon does not own the building, the company leased the 
warehouse after it was built. When News 4 Investigates asked 
Nantel why a storm shelter isn’t being added, she responded, “I 
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think it’s important to remember that we’re a tenant at the 
warehouse and that the landlord is required to restore the building to 
its pre-tornado condition, and that’s what he’s doing. That doesn’t 
mean that we’re not having conversations with them, but what we’re 
focused on right now are the things we have control over. So those 
policy and procedure changes enhancing our training programs and 
things like that where we know we can make a meaningful 
difference.” Nantel added that no Amazon warehouses have storm 
shelters. The Edwardsville tornado is the second time Amazon 
employees have died in a warehouse during severe weather. Two 
employees died in 2018 when an EF-1 tornado hit an Amazon 
warehouse in Baltimore. According to Nantel, Amazon is not ruling 
out storm shelters at warehouses. “Our network is more than 800 
facilities just in North America alone. Something like that is a 
massive undertaking and it’s going to take time for us to research, to 
talk with experts and structural engineers and really determine what 
is the most effective to ensuring the safety of our employees. Those 
conversations are ongoing,” Nantel said. Amazon said there is no 
set date for when employees will begin working out of the space 
affected by the tornado again. Congresswoman Cori Bush released 
the following statement in recognition of the tragic one-year 
anniversary: 
“Today marks the one-year anniversary of the Amazon warehouse 
tragedy in Edwardsville, which claimed the lives of two of my 
constituents - Deandre S. Morrow and Etheria Hebb – as well as 
four more of their coworkers - Austin McEwen, Clayton Lynn Cope, 
Larry Virden, and Kevin Dickey - after they were all forced to work 
during a tornado. “This gut-wrenching loss was completely 
preventable. The safety of our workers, especially our most 
marginalized workers, should always come first. That is why over 
the past year, I have made it one of my priorities to prevent 
tragedies like this from ever happening again. I launched an 
investigation with the House Oversight Committee and introduced 
two bills that would ensure our workers are protected in climate 
disasters or extreme weather. 
“I want every worker to know that I will continue to fight for their 
dignity, safety, and security in the workplace, including during 
climate disasters. Even as the climate crisis rages on, and disasters 
become more and more frequent, we cannot allow a repeat of what 
happened in Edwardsville one year ago. All our workers deserve 
better protection and care than what Amazon provided that day.” 
 
 
 
12/13/2022                                          5:00pm                      2:11       
Tears, anger fill Franklin Co. courtroom after continuance in 
deadly wrong-way crash case for woman convicted in Capitol 
insurrection 
ST. LOUIS, Mo. (KMOV) - There were tears and anger inside a 
Franklin County courtroom Tuesday as a local woman, accused in a 
deadly drunk driving crash, appeared in court. 
Emily Hernandez may be a familiar face. She was convicted for her 
part in the Capitol insurrection and is now facing separate serious 
charges for hitting a couple on Interstate 44 nearly one year ago. 
Sentences handed down for 3 Missourians seen holding 
Pelosi’s sign during Capitol riot 
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There was a very brief hearing inside the Franklin County 
Courthouse, but there was an outburst from the victim’s family 
members. One of them uttered an expletive out of frustration. The 
judge then appeared to get angry, as well, admonishing the family 
member to act with decorum in the court. Hernandez made no 
comment to News 4 as she left court. She is charged with felony 
DWI resulting in death. Back in January, prosecutors said she was 
driving the wrong way down I-44 when she hit another car. Vickie 
and Ryan Wilson were out picking up their anniversary dinner when 
they were hit. Vickie was killed and Ryan was severely injured. 
But it’s been nearly a year, and Vickie’s family said they wish the 
case was moving quicker. Hernandez is out on bond in the case. 
She served 30 days for entering the Capitol unlawfully on January 6, 
2021. But now, Vickie’s family wants Hernandez to serve hard time 
behind bars. “Start sending these criminals to prison. Hold them 
accountable. Maybe if she knew she was going to get in real 
trouble, she wouldn’t have put the keys in the ignition and drove,” 
said Angela Ortiz, Vickie’s sister. The family said the judge spoke 
with them again privately after the outburst to explain that the 
process takes time to properly present all the evidence. They 
understand that, but they’re obviously hurting too. After the hearing, 
Hernandez’s attorney Ethan Corlija gave News 4 a comment about 
the outburst, writing: 
“Understandably, emotions are high in these types of cases, but 
they should never be permitted to obstruct the fundamental fairness 
that is the bedrock of our legal system. We are pleased with how the 
matter was addressed today.” 
The case was initially pushed back to February 14, which would 
have been Vickie’s 34th birthday. It’s certainly a case News 4 will 
continue to follow. 
 
 
 
  

 

                                             

 


