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Station KMOV-TV is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area. Our responsibilities 

as a public trustee, KMOV-TV deals with and is responsive to the principal issues 

arising in its community on a continuing basis. A variety of specials, public service 

announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matters of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects. Our 

most significant programming which has dealt with current community issues 

during the preceding three-month period are set forth below. 

 

  



DESCRIPTION OF LOCAL PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT  
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

The following programs are locally produced live news programs that present a mixture of 
news, weather, sports and issue-related stories and segments.  

 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING   SUNDAY               6:00AM - 8:00AM 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING   MONDAY-FRIDAY              4:30AM - 7:00AM 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING                             SATURDAY             5:00AM - 6:00 AM 
NEWS 4 THIS MORNING   SATURDAY               8:00AM - 9:00AM 
NEW 4 THIS MORNING    SATURDAY              9:00AM -10:00AM 
NEWS 4 AT NOON     MONDAY-FRIDAY                                      12:00PM - 12:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 4:00 PM   MONDAY-FRIDAY              4:00PM – 4:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 5:00 P.M.   MONDAY-FRIDAY              5:00PM - 5:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 6:00 P.M.   MONDAY-FRIDAY              6:00PM - 6:30PM 
NEWS 4 AT 10:00 P.M.   MONDAY-SUNDAY                       10:00PM - 10:30PM  
 

NEWS 4 THIS MORNING  - This is a locally produced morning newscast presented Sunday from 6:00-

8:00am and Monday through Friday from 4:30-7am and Saturdays from 5:00-6:00am and 7:00-8:00am  

that focuses on local news segments of community interest.   

NEWS 4 AT NOON - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Friday at 

noon.  

NEWS 4 AT 4:00 – This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Friday at 

4:00pm. 

NEWS 4 AT 5:00 - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Friday at 

5:00 p.m. (and at 5:30pm Sundays).   

NEWS 4 AT 6:00 - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Saturday at 

6:00 p.m. includes a weekly scheduled segment featuring youths who “Do the Right Thing”.  

NEWS 4 AT 10:00 - This is a half-hour locally produced newscast presented Monday through Friday at 

10:00 p.m. (and an hour on Saturday and Sunday), including regularly schedule medical feature 

addressing public health concerns.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CBS News programs present a mixture of news, weather, sports, issue-related stories and 
segments.  
 
PROGRAM DAY                                                                      TIME_______  

CBS THIS MORNING    MONDAY-FRIDAY                           7:00AM – 9:00AM 
CBS EVENING NEWS   MONDAY-FRIDAY                                            5:30PM – 6:00PM 
CBS SATURDAY MORNING NEWS SATURDAY              6:00AM – 7:00AM 
CBS SATURDAY EVENING NEWS  SATURDAY               5:30PM – 6:00PM 
CBS SUNDAY MORNING   SUNDAY              8:00AM -  9:30AM 
FACE THE NATION   SUNDAY             9:30AM - 10:30AM 
CBS SUNDAY EVENING NEWS  SUNDAY                 5:00PM - 5:30PM 
60 MINUTES    SUNDAY               6:00PM – 7:00PM 

48 HOURS    VARIOUS 

 

 

  



The following is a sampling of locally produced programming and syndicated 

programming, or segments of programming, that aired on KMOV-TV during the past 

three (3) months in response to community issues.  This report covers the firsta quarter 

of 2020.  This list is by no means all-inclusive, but is only meant to provide the reader 

with an idea of topics we have addressed that are of community concern.   

Among the issues determined to be of most concern to the community during the 

current quarter were:   

 

 

• CONSUMERISM/INVESTIGATIVE 
 

• EDUCATION 
 

• COMMUNITY  
 

• ADVOCACY  
 

Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as otherwise 

indicated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONSUMER/INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 

 

NEWS 4 INVESTIGATION 
INTO DANGERS IN  
MATTRESSES GAINS  
NATIONAL ATTENTION,  
PROMPTS CLASS ACTION 
LAWSUIT  04/12/21             6PM           3:35 
 ST LOUIS – It should have been a peaceful night’s 

sleep for one family outside Phoenix. Instead, from 
inside the children’s beds, tiny glitter-like pieces of 
fiber glass. “They came out and they’re like mama, 
‘we’re itchy,” said mom Amanda Richie. It was on 
their clothes, furniture and irreplaceable mementos. 
“You’d feel it. It would start stabbing your face, little 
tiny itchy dots,” she said. Their story is just one of the 
most recent of horror stories since News 4 first told 
you about it happening to a family in our area more 
than a year ago. “Since your story about the 
Chandlers, this issue has captured nationwide 
attention,” said Attorney Lloyd Cueto, who represents 
Collinsville, Illinois couple Robert and Amanda 
Chandler. In February 2020, we told you about their 
child’s mattress bought at a local Walmart. They took 
off what they thought was a removable cover and 
inadvertently exposed airborne fiberglass particles 
that then traveled over their entire home. Ever since 
that story, News 4 has received email after email from 
people who say they’re affected by the same problem. 
Once the fibers are released, the fiberglass is very 
difficult to clean-up. “The average remediation cost 
we get is around $15,000,” Cueto said. Cueto now 
has a class action lawsuit against Zinus, the maker of 
the Chandler’s mattress, and he’s eyeing other 
manufacturers as well. “The 196 plaintiffs we 
represent are from over 32 states and Washington 
DC,” he said. The fiberglass is intended as a fire-
retardant and News 4 previously found it does a pretty 
good job at that. But Cueto says the manufacturers 
aren’t making sure those fibers can’t somehow be 
exposed, especially because in many cases, the 
mattress covers actually zip right off. “I think it’s 
laughable. The very existence of a zipper on a 
mattress cover would invite the user to unzip it,” 
Cueto said. So far, he says the company hasn’t given 



a clear reason as to why. News 4 tried reaching out to 
an attorney representing Zinus in the suit, but never 
heard back. A spokesperson for Zinus said, “We 
value the health and safety of our customers and take 
all feedback very seriously.” They did not, however, 
respond to News 4’s questions asking if they would 
commit to removing the zippers or eliminating the 
fiberglass all together. The spokesperson added, “We 
encourage all Zinus product owners to refer to the 
FAQ page on our company website, which addresses 
many common questions, including this Q&A, which 
discusses proper care and handling of mattress 
covers.” Cueto says he plans to fight the cases all the 
way through court. “It really is ruining their lives,” he 
said. But he says until they get real change, it could 
happen to you. The trial for the class action suit could 
still be a long way off. In the meantime, we are going 
to keep asking if the government should step in to 
regulate these products. 

ST. LOUIS RESIDENTS 
HIT BY FRAUD SCHEME 
AFTER REQUESTING 
FROM CITY HALL   04/20/21             6PM           4:33 
 A St. Louis woman was tricked into paying $95 after 

an official-looking letter arrived at her home, triggered 
by her recent records request from city hall. Eleanor 
Bowen said the envelope arrived with “important 
information enclosed” stamped on the front, an a 
warning of $2,000 fine, or 5 years in prison for anyone 
that interferes with its delivery. Inside, the letter said 
for a $95 fee, Bowen could receive her property 
assessment profile, which includes a copy of her 
deed. The deed was something she had requested for 
her Central West End condo the week before from the 
St. Louis City Hall, so she paid the $95. “The check 
had been cashed just a few days after I sent it,” she 
said. When she did not receive her deed, Bowen 
called city hall. That’s when a clerk told her the $95 
request was not from the city, but was in fact an act of 
fraud. The letter is from a company called Property 
Site in Fresno, California. The address on the 
envelope goes back to a rented mailbox and it does 
state it is not a government-approved or authorized 
document. But Bowen thought it was associated with 
her call to city hall. Brian Quinn is an attorney who 
specializes in estate planning, representing many 



elderly clients who have been confused by mailers 
like the one that targeted Bowen. “There are certain 
services out there that will monitor this and they will 
usually send out a very official-looking letter stating in 
order to get your property report, you need to pay us 
between $80 and $100,” he said. Attorneys like Quinn 
want people to be aware of the scam, and to pay 
attention to the mail elderly relatives are receiving. He 
said no one should ever pay for records they can 
obtain directly from city hall with little or no fee. 
“Unfortunately, they feel embarrassed and taken 
advantage of, but that’s something everyone needs to 
be on the lookout for it they are refinancing, if they are 
transferring title in any way. Either to a trust or a 
family member,” Quinn said. “There’s a likelihood you 
are going to get this letter.” News 4 Investigates 
emailed Property Site for a response, and they 
claimed the property deed is complimentary, and that 
consumers are actually paying for a 30-40 page 
report called a property assessment profile. The also 
added this statement: “This customer is definitely 
someone who misunderstood our letter and obviously 
this is not something she wanted as she thought it 
was for a grant deed, we have initiated a refund check 
which should be mailed out within the next 48 hours. 
It’s really difficult to understand why this customer 
didn’t call us all this could have been very easily 
avoided.” Property Site said their letter tells customers 
they are under no obligation to use their services, and 
claim they are charging a service fee to compile 
information, but not a fee to obtain public records. 
Bowen said she ultimately received  a pamphlet of 
info that included information like crime stats and 
property values, but nothing about her deed which is 
the only thing she wanted. She was thankful to get a 
full refund. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
FRAUDSTERS CASHING 
SAME CHECKS MULTIPLE 
TIMES USING MOBILE  
TECHNOLOGY  5/14/21             6PM           3:01 

St. Louis – In the age of mobile deposits, fraudsters 

can now take advantage of technology to try and cash 

the same check more than once. Earlier this year, 

Elanor Bowen of St. Louis sent a $95 check to an out 

of state company after getting an official looking letter 

in the mail. She was trying to get her property deed 

but didn’t know she did not need to pay that much for 

the document. She contacted her bank after she 

found out, but the check has already been cashed. 

“The check had been cashed just a few days after I 

sent it, so the bank said they would put a stop 

payment on the check for a full year at no cost to me” 

said Bowen. The bank teller told Bowen about a rise 

in fraud-related cases involving already-cashed 

checks, cases where individuals cash the same check 

more than once.  As Bowen described, “I said, ‘But 

the check has already been cashed,’ and they said, 

‘Yes, but it’s not unheard of in situations like this for 

the people who are committing the fraud to repeatedly 

cash the check.” It turns out the crossover between 

old-school banking and mobile tech is giving bad 

actors an opportunity. “A lot of consumers are using 

mobile deposit capture now, and they don’t 

immediately throw the check away or destroy it” said 

Shirley Inscoe. Inscoe is a senior analyst with AITE 

group, a research firm that tracks business and 

technology. A few years ago, she warned that 

scammers might transition to this type of crime with 

the rise in the chip card technology. But she said 

COVID-19 caused an increase in this type of fraud. 

“Frankly, the biggest increase we saw was probably 

last year thought and it wasn’t after the chip cards it 

was because of the pandemic,” she said. “We saw 

more consumers in the country, millions more, using 

mobile banking and online banking than ever before 

and we saw a much larger percentage of customers 

choosing mobile deposit capture. So obviously the 

more volume you get, the more chances there are 



that problems will occur.” In the early days of the 

pandemic, many bank branches closed their doors 

and raised the amount that people could deposit via 

their cell phone. Inscoe stressed while double-cashing 

checks did spike during the pandemic, it’s not an 

everyday occurrences for banks. Also, that type of 

fraud is usually caught when someone tries to do it 

within the same bank. As for tracking fraudulent 

transactions using different financial institutions, 

Inscoe said new products and software are coming to 

market shortly that could help solve the problem. 

Inscoe recommended people monitor their checking 

accounts closely and to balance their accounts more 

than once a month. She said people should monitor 

their accounts if they write a check. Also, they should 

keep track of check they deposit via mobile deposit 

and destroy them after they are cashed.  

A MEMBERSHIP TO 
SEE YOUR DOCTOR: 
IS CONCIERGE MEDICINE 
THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE     05/17/21             10PM           5:29 
                                                      Some local patients are learning their doctor will soon 

start charging a membership fee and they’re faced 
with the choice: pay thousands of dollars out of 
pocket or find another doctor. It’s a model that’s 
gaining traction all around the country. So, will your 
doctor be next? Recently, Marlene Nolan received a 
letter from her primary care doctor, whom she had 
been seeing for quite a while, announcing a switch 
over to Concierge Medical Practice. It’s basically a 
membership, with additional out of pocket fees direct 
to the doctor’s office, often on top of insurance and 
co-pays. “It’s $1500 so I can call her doctor,” said 
Nolan. Nolan, who is relatively healthy and on a fixed-
income, was livid. “You do want the best care you 
possibly can afford, but who can afford this?” she 
said. “This isn’t Sam’s Club. It’s my doctor, it’s my 
medical are.” The doctor’s marketing materials list a 
number of perks: same day appointments, little or no 
waiting to be seen and longer, unhurried medical 
visits, but Nolan wasn’t impressed. “When you really 
look at it, you are getting the same stuff that you 
should be getting from a physician anyway. There are 
no additional perks to this. All the perks are on her 
end,” she said. And she had no choice. She has to 



pay up or no longer be a patient. “This is so wrong on 
so many levels, for so many people,” said Nolan. She 
says it’s just a way for doctors to make more money. 
“It’s greed at our expense,” she said “I am afraid for 
other people, because you are disenfranchising all the 
other people, all the older people, all the lower income 
people/” It turns out, Nolan isn’t alone. A quick Google 
search reveals a number of St. Louis-area doctors are 
now offering concierge service. “It’s definitely not 
going to be the wave of the future, it’s a niche market 
for folks who need it,” said Dr. Doug Pogue. Dr. 
Pogue is head of the BJC medical group, which 
Nolan’s doctor is not a part of. He says only 500 of 
their 600,000 patients are currently on a concierge 
model. He says, it can be beneficial for a select few. 
“Some patients this will make sense and in other 
patients, it really won’t, so that’s the beauty of it, 
patients can choose what they need and the amount 
of medical care they would like to have,” Dr. Pogue 
said. He says a relatively healthy person in their 30’s 
might not need much of a doctor’s time, compared to 
someone older with chronic illnesses. He says 
concierge allows for a personalized, in-depth 
approach to long-term health. More on-one time with 
your doctor, which can actually save a patient money 
in the long run.  

HOMEOWNERS CLAIM 
ST. CHARLES COUNTY 
CONTRACTOR TOOK  
THOUSANDS AND  
DID NO WORK      06/11/21             10PM           3:33 

Homeowners across St. Charles County are sounding 

the alarm about a local business. Multiple people tell 

News 4 they paid large deposits to Legendary 

Concrete operated by Thomas Stone and received 

nothing in return. Dino Grasso and his wife hired 

Stone to pour a new patio. “We wanted stamped 

concrete, a different color,” Grasso said. Despite 

putting down $2,850 upfront, Grasso said he received 

nothing for the money. Roger Vogler of O’Fallon tells 

a similar story. “All he had to do was come and put in 

the framework, no digging at all,” he said. Vogler paid 

Stone $1,568 but received no materials or labor for 

the price. “He called dig rite once,” said Vogler. After 

losing their deposits, both men started doing their own 



investigation of Legendary Concrete. Both men 

discovered court judgements against Stone and 

Legendary Concrete were piling up. Stone is facing 

several judgements, one as high as $20,000. 

According to O’Fallon, Missouri police, there’s a 

warrant out for Stone’s arrest for felony stealing. 

News 4 attempted to reach Stone at an address in St. 

Charles County, a home where some of the lawsuits 

were served. Stone’s father answered the door and 

said his son was in court when reporter Chris Nagus 

showed up. Off camera, Stone’s father said he’s 

encouraging his son to pay back previous customers 

and that Legendary Concrete was no longer in 

business. Stone’s father said his son hasn’t managed 

money well, but it wasn’t his intention to take money 

from customers. Previous customers tell News 4 they 

are also upset about a lack of communication. “He 

doesn’t answer his phone,” Vogler said. Customers 

like Grasso say Stone appeared capable of doing 

good work. “His work in his defense, the pictures he 

showed us -supposedly of his work – looked great,” 

Grasso said. “That’s why we hired him, but pictures 

aren’t everything. Actions speak louder than pictures. 

Nothing happened.” Customers say they want their 

money back. News 4 did reach out to Stone. He did 

not want to appear on camera. Stone agreed to meet 

with Chris Nagus in person but had to cancel because 

he said he was working. Stone told News 4 he had 

some text messages he wanted to provide in support 

of his version of events. News 4 did not receive those 

text messages. A follow up call to Stone this week 

was not returned. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ST. LOUIS-AREA FAMILY  
DISCOVERS LISTING FOR 
AIRBNB THEY BOOKED  
WAS FAKE 
DID NO WORK      06/25/21             10PM           2:19 

A Jefferson County family drove 15 hours to Virginia 

Beach only to discover the house they rented was 

actually being rented to someone else. Missy Bersing 

says 16 of her family members made the trip. After 

booking through AirBnB, she says she felt safe but 

later discovered that the person that listed the house 

on the website did not have the authority to rent it. 

The home’s door code she was given was not correct. 

The actual owners of the home said that the home 

was not an AirBnB rental and the listing was fake. 

With no where to stay in Virginia Beach, Bersing’s 

family wrote their names in the sand and drove all the 

back to St. Louis. After filing a complaint with AirBnB, 

Bersing received an agreement to pay back the 

$10,000 spent to rent the fake property. Bersing also 

requested reimbursement for pet boarding fees, fuel 

and hotel fee that were spent to travel to Virginia 

Beach. AirBnB eventually agreed to a $2300 

reimbursement for incidentals. AirBnB told News 4 

that these type of fake listings are rare and the 

owners of the rental homes do not receive payment 

until 24hours after the guests have checked in. The 

fake owners of this listing were never paid. As for 

Bersing, she says she would love to visit Virginia 

Beach but will consider using a local property 

management company versus using AirBnB. 

            

    

 

 

 

  



 
 
NEWS 4 SCHOOLS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Voters approve bond issue 

For Normandy High School’s 

Renovations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
East St. Louis adds another 
month to school, says virus, 
virtual learning are causing 
kids to fail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TWICE WEEKLY                5PM                       1:45 AVG 
This regular feature is reported and produced by our 
morning show anchor and various reporters.  Each report 
spotlights noteworthy programs and individuals, both staff 
and students and public and private schools across the 
Metro St. Louis area.  Following are examples of stories 
aired: 
 
APRIL 

 

04/07/21                      6PM                                  0:39 

Thanks to voters, Normandy High School will receive 

much-needed improvements. District leaders told 

News 4 that the improvements range from a leaky 

roof to crumbling floors. There are also rodent 

issues and the head principal says they’ve needed 

improvements for decades. “Everything from the 

roof on this building needs to be replaced. We’ve 

been doing patchwork with the deferred 

maintenance over the last 20 to 30 years. Every 

rainstorm, every snowstorm, we have issues with 

water into the building,” said Head Principal Nakia 

Douglas. Proposition V passed and gives the district 

$26 million towards renovation for the high school. 

Proposition T failed by voters and would increase 

property taxes by 58 cents and was designed to 

improve its athletic fields. The renovations include 

new classrooms, cafeteria, restrooms and a more 

secure entry system.  

 

04/21/21                    5PM                                2:48 

East St. Louis, Ill. Some Metro East families are 

reeling after an announcement was made last week 

the school year would be extended, with the official 

decision being made Tuesday. The East St. Louis 

School Board approved pushing the end of the 

school year out a month to late June, their reasoning 

being students aren’t meeting academic 

requirements due to COVID-19 and virtual learning. 

Superintendent Arthur Culver said an exceptionally 

EDUCATION 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

high number of students are failing in the district 

this year. Specifically, more than two-thirds are 

failing two or more classes. News 4 talked to 

concerned parents Wednesday who say they don’t 

think an extra month is fair to the kids, whether 

students are failing or not. “My daughter has 

maintained principal’s honor roll, she’s a student 

athlete, plays club volleyball and school volleyball,” 

Sharice Yates explained. Yates’ daughter Crystyna is 

a sophomore at East St. Louis Senior High School. 

She’s being doing virtual learning all year. “This 

summer break has been even more anticipated, and 

now you wanna punish her along with other 

students and make them go to school because some 

students weren’t catching on,” Yates said. The East 

St. Louis School Board is requiring students to go to 

school through June 29th, a month later than 

scheduled. The order-caused parents to voice 

frustrations online. One parent wrote “I fear an 

extension is going to be counterproductive to those 

students who are in desperate need of a mental 

break.” Another wrote, “an extended school year for 

all students is going to potentially cause honor 

students to feel punished while fulfilling the 

requirements necessary to be considered academic 

excellence.” But Culver said even the successful 

students are underperforming. “Even when we 

analyze the achievement data, even the students 

that are making passing grades are still not where 

they need to be when it comes to comparing their 

achievement scores to their peers across the 

country and their peers in Illinois,” he explained. 

However, parents said while they understand filling 

an educational gap in learning, the short notice is on 

the schedule change is unacceptable. The district 

had the sub-par performance data long before they 

made the official announcement, but had to go 

through union negotiations to approve the change. 

“It took some time to work this out with our union. 

We were in negotiations with our union for several 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rockwood School Board 
defends teachers, pleads 
with community to stop the 
hate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

weeksto come up with a plan that will work,” Culver 

said. However not all students may be subject to the 

extension. Culver said things are still up in the air, 

but there’s a chance the extension could become 

optional for students meeting expectations. Culver, 

his staff, and the teacher’s union believe the extra 

month is what’s best for students. Culver said 

seniors who are eligible for graduation will graduate 

on time. However, those who need to catch up will 

have a separate graduation in July.  

 

 

MAY 

 

05/07/2021                    10PM                                3:41  

Eureka, MO- Teachers and staff in the Rockwood 

School District say opponents of the district’s new 

diversity and equity programs are posting threats of 

violence on social media, according to a union 

representing the teachers. Parents have been 

speaking out recently about the district’s middle 

school and high school lessons on racial bias. Some 

parents believe the lessons go to far. One of the 

accusations is that students are being taught 

“critical race theory.” Those who embrace critical 

race theory hold the belief that law and legal 

institutions in the U.S. are inherently racist. Other 

accusations include the district teaching students to 

become political activists and to feel guilty if they 

have white skin. Rockwood School District 

spokesperson Mary LaPak, told News 4 the district 

doesn’t teach “critical race theory.” She also said 

the district’s curriculum meets Missouri learning 

standards. Like many districts nationwide, 

Rockwood is trying to implement a more inclusive 

curriculum and close racial disparities in discipline 

and test scores. Opponents argue the curriculums 

amount to reverse discrimination by shaming white 

teachers and students. The union sent a letter to the 

Rockwood School Board and Superintendent Mark 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miles on Saturday asking teachers and staff to be 

protected from attacks and that leaders address an 

“unhealthy and unproductive” environment in the 

district. The union asked Rockwood leaders to work 

to clear up misconceptions, about diversity 

initiatives, support teachers who are instructing on 

sensitive topics, create standard for respectful 

communication and release a “call for civility” in the 

community. The school board held a meeting to 

address the letter from the Rockwood National 

Education Association’s executive board Thursday. 

Extra security was requested at the meeting. Anyone 

entering was also checked with a handheld metal 

detector. In a socially distanced room, parent after 

parent spoke before the board. Some students 

shared their experiences as well. “I’ve experienced 

things I could never imagine from the every day, 

‘you don’t have a dad because you’re Black jokes’ to 

be called the N word multiple times. There’s no way I 

can fit my every day struggle as a Black person in 

Eureka in just three minutes, but I can always try,” 

said one student at the meeting. The board made a 

statement in support of the teachers and also 

pleaded with the Rockwood community to stope 

spreading hate and shame. Nancy Riordan is the 

parent of three children in the district and she fully 

supports teaching racial diversity and equity in 

school. But she says some of the terms being used 

in online posts about the controversial curriculum 

have been inflammatory and she just wants 

answers. “I think it’s more about how it’s being 

taught, and that parent want to have a better 

understanding about what that curriculum is and 

how it’s being taught to their children,” she said. 

Laura Baker, president of the Rockwood National 

Education Association, told News 4 that she believes 

parents are misinformed about what students are 

being taught. “I know there is a perception that 

there’, again indoctrination or, you know, we’re 

moving kids to a certain idea or persuading them 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School districts plan 
tentative vaccine clinics for 
12-15 age group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from a different idea, and I would say that as 

educators, that’s not our goal,” she said. At least 

two Rockwood administrators of color have reported 

receiving death threats this year, including Brittany 

Hogan, the district’s director of educational equity 

and diversity. The second was Terry Harris, 

Rockwood’s executive director of student services. 

Hogan and the superintendent Miles, who is white, 

both plan to resign at the end of the year. “There 

were a number of social media posts and voicemails 

direct at district administrators that our head of 

security deemed disturbing and categorized as 

indirect threats towards district personnel and that’s 

why the security was provided at their homes,” 

LaPak said. In a recent email to district employees, 

superintendent Dr. Mark Miles, had this to say about 

racial equity curriculum: “Our equity and inclusion 

work is an integral part of our whole-child approach 

that recognizes how essential it is to the meet the 

social-emotional needs of our students so that all 

students feel a sense of belonging, as well as feeling 

safe ad respected so they are equipped to learn and 

grow,” said Miles. At the end of the meeting, the 

board announced a new interim superintendent will 

take over after Dr. Miles steps down. Dr. Tim Ricker 

will be the next superintendent. He most recently 

worked with the State Department of Education and 

also with the Mehlville School District.  

 

 

 

 

05/11/2021                    4PM                               2:51 

St. Louis- With just weeks left in the school year 

parents are eager for their children to receive the 

vaccine. Theresa Wright was elated to hear her 15-

year-old could be vaccinated within the next week. 

The sophomore at Parkway North is planning to get  

her first dose at a clinic held by the Parkway School 

District for students and staff on May 17 at Parkway 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Middle School. “As soon as I found out she 

could get it I was so excited because I want her to be 

able to be a teenager, hang out with friends, do her 

sports, so I was excited,” Wright said. Monday, the 

FDA gave emergency use authorization for Pfizer’s 

COVID-19 vaccine in kids 12-15 years old. Local 

vaccine sites won’t administer the shot to that age 

group until the CDC and State of Missouri also give 

the green light, which is expected following a CDC 

meeting on Wednesday. In the meantime, BJC 

Hospital System is allowing parent to make 

appointments ahead of time for kids aged 12-15 on 

their website for as early as Thursday. Officials with 

The Dome said they’ll allow walk-ins once they have 

final approval. Kids must be accompanied by a 

parent and bring proof of age through a birth 

certificate or learner’s permit. Lynn Schmittgens, a 

pharmacist with The Medicine Shoppe in Affton, was 

supposed to retire last November. Instead, she’s 

busy coordinating vaccine clinics for adolescents at 

area school districts. “It keeps getting longer. At last 

count we had 430 signed up for that. Interest is really 

high we’re going to have to cut that off soon just 

because of how much vaccine we have,” she said. 

As of now, the Affton School District will host a 

clinic for students 12 and older on Thursday at 

Affton High School. The Ladue School District is 

hosting a clinic for their students and area private 

schools on Friday. Hundreds of students are already 

signed up. Schmittgens said the response is 

overwhelming, unlike what she saw with the 16-18-

year-old age group. “We didn’t have nearly as much 

interest with the 16-18 year olds,” Schmittgens said. 

“We did 10 districts and had 210 sign up and 50 no 

shows.” Parents can also make appointments for 

their children ahead of time by visiting 

Affton.MedicineShoppe.com The St. Louis County 

Health Department is not allowing parents to make 

appointments for their adolescents in advance. 

However, officials said they hope to have 



 
 
 
 
St. Louis police officers play 
chess with Jennings 
students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need for summer school 
courses highlights learning 
gap caused by pandemic in 
St. Louis area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

appointments available within hours of getting final 

approval.   

 

JUNE 

 

06/02/2021                   5PM                                    0:41 

Jennings, MO—St. Louis police officers took on 

students at the Jennings School District in a game of 

chess Wednesday. The Saint Louis Chess Club, 

Police Athletic Club, and the school district hosted 

the C.H.E.S.S Cops event at Lloyd Pavilion at 

Koeneman Park. The event is open to the public and 

gives students an opportunity to learn about and 

play chess with more than 20 local police officers 

and instructors with the chess club. In February 

2019, C.H.E.S.S. Cops was launched and is 

composed of city and county police officers who are 

encouraged to play chess during their shifts during 

students’ chess class. The chess curriculum used 

teaches lessons on critical thinking, planning and 

logic. The program is also designed to foster 

positive relationships between the police 

departments and students. Every Monday and 

Wednesday, C.H.E.S.S. events will happen at the 

Lemay Pavilion from 9:30-11:30a.m., starting June 

21- August 18. C.H.E.S.S. Cops events will take place 

every Sunday at the Clayton Juvenile Detention from 

12-2pm and is open to kids in the center and not the 

public.  

 

03/11/2020                     5PM                                1:00 

As summer school classes get underway, teachers 

and parents are discovering the extent of the 

learning gap suffered by many students over the last 

school year. After hearing from parents and teachers 

throughout the year, the Parkway School District 

decided to alter its approach to summer school, 

offering classes that focus on math and reading—

two subjects parents and teachers alike are 

concerned about, according to the district. “They’re 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

worried that their child [isn’t] ready, and their child is 

on a grade level, and that these past 15 months 

just…worried that this could be a detriment to their 

long term learning,” said Jennifer Stanfill, the 

Director of Choice Programs for Parkway Schools. 

Elementary students attend summer classes for 

three weeks, attending three-hour sessions four-

days-a-week. “They definitely need this extra help 

and I wish it could be longer time, and longer during 

the day because I feel like the three hours goes so 

short,” said teacher Mallory Zinselmeier. “So making 

sure they get what they need during the three hours 

and continuing with that is the most important thing 

for me.” The district said overall enrollment in 

summer school is down this year, but it attributes 

the dip to the decreased number of enrichment 

courses being offered. This summer, students can 

take part in enrichment courses for a fee. “We really 

knew after talking to our families and our teachers 

that some of our kids had experienced a great deal 

of learning loss related to the pandemic so our key 

changes were we increased the remedial course 

options,” said Stanfill. Despite summer school 

winding down, many students said they’ve enjoyed 

their time in the classroom after an unsettling year. 

“I like school, I like reading, and doing math and also 

I really wanted to meet my friends again,” said David 

Easler. “We get to do math more and we get to read 

longer, reading is my favorite subject,” said Miley 

Cook. Administrators hope between the extra 

classroom time and parent encouragement at home, 

the majority of students will be ready for the 

upcoming school year by the end of the summer.  

 

 

 

   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY 

KMOV believes in the importance of being a good member of the community.  To that 

end, we have created a number of ongoing campaigns that serve various community 

members and help raise awareness of issues and needs affecting the St. Louis 

metropolitan area. 

  
SURPRISE SQUAD Working with several corporate sponsors, News 4 selects at least one 

individual or family to receive a gift, which can be free groceries or 
other household support.  News 4 shoots the delivery of the gift for a 
monthly report. 

 
APRIL    Honoring teachers after a year in the pandemic 
 
MAY-     ‘Blessed’ Air Force commander gets surprise of a lifetime 

 
JUNE      Filling gas tanks for neighbors 
 
 

 
  

   
 4 DEGREE 
GUARANTEE 

 
Each month we select a local non-profit to be the subject of our 4 
Degree Guarantee.   Each night in our 10pm weathercast, the charity 
and its purpose are mentioned.  When our temperature prediction is 
within 4 degrees of the actual temp for the previous day, we add $50 
to the fund for that month.  At the end of the month, those funds are 
donated to the charity.  These mentions usually run between: 30 and: 
45 seconds. 
 
This quarter’s recipients were: 
 

 APRIL  2021       Gateway 180                                    $1150 

 MAY 2021    Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services  $1150 

 JUNE     2021      Care and Counseling                     $1100   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
ST. LOUIS PROUD  

 
 
WEEKLY                          6PM                                    3:45-4:00 AVG 
“St. Louis Proud” is a station campaign that focuses on positive 
aspects of the St. Louis and surrounding region. These are long-form 
reports airing in the 6pm newscasts, often totaling 3:45 to 4:00 in total 
air time.  

 
APRIL-    04/07  One young local girl has a really big part in the 
                            construction of the Major League Soccer stadium in 
                            downtown St. Louis. Among hundreds of workers, 
                            dozens of pieces of heavy equipment, and piles of dirt, 
                            you’ see “Stella” helping set steel. 
                      
                 04/14  The life and work of Scott Joplin---At the corner of 
                            Delmar and Beaumont Street, there’s a building that  
                            was once the home of the “King of Ragtime.” 
  
                 04/21  The St. Louis Science Center isn’t just a kids’ 
                            playground. It’s a destination for adults, too, with a  
                            history dating back to the 1800s. 
  
                04/29   Meet the St. Paul sandwich; The tasty treat, known as 
                            a St. Louis staple is basically egg food young on a 
                            sandwich, aand those that track the St. Louis Dining 
                            scene say anyone who loves food in the Gateway City 
                            should get familiar with it.  
 
MAY-       05/19  The Compton Hill Water Tower towers over above the 
                           treetops along Grand Boulevard. The tower stands as 
                           one of the city’s most recognizable landmarks. Built in 
                           1898, Steve Harris takes a look at how the tower is 
                           serving the city in a new way.  

 
JUNE      06/09   A safe haven in St. Louis has been helping families for  
                           35 years from illness and homelessness. The Saint 
                           Louis Crisis Nursery does it all and News 4’s Steve 
                           Harris shows us the magnitude of the nursery’s impact 
                           in St. Louis.  
           
               06/16   A growing network of connecting outdoor trails are a 
                           welcome site for cyclists runner and walkers in the St. 
                           Louis area. The trails were created through the work of 
                           the Great Rivers Greenway.  
  
              06/23    The Campbell House Museum is St. Louis’ Downtown  
                           West neighborhood offers visitors a look back in time. 
                           The house sits in what was long ago St. Louis’ first 
                           private neighborhood. A place where the wealthiest 
                           residents once lived. The 170-year-old house looks 
                           fairly ordinary on the outside, but inside it looks frozen 
                           in time.  
 
 
  



 
 

 
WHAT’S YOUR M-O: 
EXPLORING THE 
GREAT OUTDOORS 
ACROSS MISSOURI  

WEEKLY                          9AM                                    3:45-4:00 AVG 
“What’s Your M-O” is a partnership with The Missouri Department of 
Tourism. Together with KCTV, KMOV travels across the state to look at some 
great parks that offer hiking, canoeing, camping and other amazing activities 
for people of all ages.  
 
 
APRIL-    04/19  Washington, MO—This weekend take a gander at a  
                           Missouri city that combines charm with an easy train 
                           ride. This town is just west of St. Louis off of Interstate 
                           44 and is known as the corncob pipe capital of the 
                           world.  
 
                04/26  Hermann, MO—Missouri is famously known for our  
                           Provel cheese and toasted raviolis. And don’t get St.  
                           Louisans started on our Chinese food. The stop today 
                            on the foodie tour is a town full of German heritage that 
                            reflects in the cuisine of this mid-Missouri town.  
MAY-       05/03   Hannibal, MO---Missouri is famous for offering visitors  
                            a destination with personality. So for this week, we are 
                            heading back to a well-known Missouri city-thanks to 
                            Mark Twain and a young lad named Tom Sawyer.  
 
                05/10   Missouri has many great food options across the state. 
                            We’re taking a trip to Kansas City to check out their 
                            world-famous barbeque.  
 
JUNE       06/01  St. Louis MO—From fishing in the Mississippi River to 
                            golfing in Forest Park or taking in a Cardinals game at 
                            Busch Stadium, there’s a lot of great sporting  
                            traditions in St. Louis.  
 
                 06/07  Kansas City has something for all ages! This week, 
                            we’re taking a look at some of the great activities and 
                            attractions the whole family will enjoy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

APRIL 

 
URBAN LEAGUE 
PARTNERING TO 
FIGHT VACCINE 

HESITANCY IN NORTH 
COUNTY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL JOB FAIR 
AIMS TO HELP 
MINORITIES, 

MEMBERS OF THE 
LGBTQIA+ 

COMMUNITY & 
PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
04/09/2021                                     4pm                                                0:44 
Dellwood, MO. Local leaders are coming together to fight vaccine 
hesitancy in north St. Louis County. A new poll finds one in four 
Americans would refuse a coronavirus vaccine outright if offered. Area 
mayors toured the Dellwood Community Center Thursday, where 
starting Friday the Urban League is partnering to administer 1,500 
doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Turnout was good on the 
first day, organizers said. “To the community, come out we need you 
to get vaccinated we need you to show up. We are the ones dying 
disproportionately,” said Rep. Cori Bush. The center is administering 
shots Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. “If we have to go knock 
doors, if we have to get on the phone, just like we campaigned to get 
these seats, we need to campaign to get these people out here to be 
vaccinated.” said Ella Jones, Mayor of Ferguson. Residents 60 years or 
older and those who are 50 years and older with pre-existing conditions 
are eligible for the event at 10266 West Florissant Avenue.  The event 
will distribute the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, meaning only one dose 
will be necessary to be fully vaccinated. Patients must pre-schedule 
their vaccine appointment by calling 314-337-3683. 
 
 
 
04/12/2021                                     12pm                                                0:27 
A virtual job fair on Monday aims to help minorities, members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community, and people with disabilities find new careers. 
DiversityX is hosting the St. Louis Virtual Diversity Career Fair from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. More than 25 employers will participate in searching for 
employees at the event. Registration is required and applicants are 
encouraged to upload their resume, so employers have access to it.  
[link provided for more info] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

MAY 

 
MISSOURI MAN TAKES 

ON PHYSICAL 
CHALLENGES TO 

RAISE MONEY FOR 
SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OVER $4 MILLION 
RAISED FOR LOCAL 
CHARITIES DURING 

GIVE STL DAY 
 

 
05/02/2021                                     5:30pm                                                1:40 
ST. CHARLES COUNTY, MO- Mason Stevens and his friend biked 240 
miles on the Katy Trail in 26 hours. To accomplish it, they had to bike 
through the night without stopping to rest.  
“Luckily, I’ve got super good light so we can see about 100 feet in front 
of us, but without that, I don’t know what we would be doing,” Stevens 
shared on his Instagram page. The pair left Clinton, Missouri and 
finished in St. Charles, Missouri. “I think the toughest part was putting 
myself out there because I did this to start a scholarship in my name 
and it takes a lot of vulnerability to tell people you are doing something 
this big and then training for it, and being able to follow through with it 
and advertise and fundraise, which went pretty good just by myself,” 
Stevens said. Stevens raised $2,500 for what he’s calling the “Finding 
Future Scholarship Fund.” He’s hoping the donations keep coming in 
on his website fundingfuture.org.  “Through the mental challenge, why 
I do it that way is that I feel that  you can truly learn something about 
yourself going through something so hard and making that 
commitment to yourself so that once you push through and complete 
it, I can reflect back on this and know how hard it is and know I can truly 
overcome anything,” Stevens said. He said he has more physical 
challenges planned for the year to raise even more money for the 
scholarship fund.  
 
05/07/2021                                     6AM                                                0:43 
ST. LOUIS- More than 2,700 local nonprofits participated in Give STL 
Day on May 6. During the 24-hour donation drive more than 35,000 
people donated to help raise $4.4 million for organizations across the 
bi-state area. Since it began in 2014, Give STL Day has raised over $17.5 
million for local nonprofits. Last year’s Give STL Day raised a record 
$4.5 million for the region’s organizations.  
 
 

 
JUNE 

ST. CHARLES’ 
FOUNDRY ART 

CENTRE TO HOSE 
INAUGURAL ‘BLOCK 

PARTY’ 
 
 
 
 
 

06//15/21                                        9am                                                   2:43   
The Foundry Art Centre is hosting an inaugural ‘Block Party’. Featuring 
a full day of family fun, this event is free and open to the public-
interactive art projects for all ages, food trucks, beer booths, live music, 
heavy machinery and steamroller printing. The Foundry’s “Block Party” 
centers on a unique and over-the-top method of printmaking, using a 
STEAMROLLER! Large-scale images created by regional artists Julia 
Curran, Dr. Slime, Patrick Owen, Edo Rosenblith, Natalie Schloss, and 
Grafik House artists are carved on four by eight food woodblocks. The 
Foundry’s team of inkers roll ink onto these blocks, a large sheet is laid 
on top, and then the whole thing is run over with a steam roller-



 
 

AMEREN MISSOURI 
MAKES GENEROUS 

DONATION TO COOL 
DOWN ST. LOUIS 

squishing the ink from the woodblock to the sheet. These fantastic 
prints will be taken into the Foundry’s Grand Hall to dry on display.  
 
06/16/2021                                        4pm                                                   1:20   
With temperatures peaking near 100 degrees this week, Cool Down St. 
Louis kicked off the SOS a.k.a. “Save our Seniors Summer.” On 
Wednesday, Ameren Missouri volunteers loaded 800 energy efficient 
window air conditioners donated by Ameren onto trucks for Cool Down 
St. Louis. St. Louis Mayor, Tishaura Jones along with New 4’s Chief 
Meterologist, Steve Templeton, spoke about the dangers of heat and 
how important organizations, like Cool Down St. Louis, are for the St. 
Louis community. Ameren also wrote a check for $165,000 to help the 
organization. You can help by keeping an eye on any elderly or disabled 
neighbors during the summer heat. If you need help, you can fill out an 
application on the Cool Down St. Louis website. Those in need of 
immediate help can call the hotline at (314) 241-7668. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADVOCACY 

 
WATCHING OUT FOR YOU 

 

A regular feature in nearly every KMOV newscast, these are 
reports that have significant viewer benefit from a consumer, 
crime alert/prevention or medical aspect. 
 

  
APRIL 

04/16/2021                                        6pm                          4:27 
Local mother turns her fight for her daughter in custody court 
into helping other families  
Stephanie Link has been fighting for years to try and regain primary 
custody of her daughter. Since 2018, News 4 Investigates has 
followed her effort to challenge the family court system; a challenge 
made more difficult because she’s having to fight it in two states. “I 
was between both places. I was between Missouri and Illinois,” Link 
said. “I was going back and forth.” When Link left her daughter’s 
father in 2014, they lived in Illinois. She then moved back to St. 
Charles County where the initial child custody case was filed. She 
was initially awarded primary custody, but that changed as the 
process when on. Link admits that during her initial custody fight she 
was not in the best mental state due to trauma from a previous 
abusive relationship. “I was diagnosed with PTSD because of what I 
went through,” she said. Her daughter’s father now has primary 
custody and she gets to see her daughter four days a month. While 
she continues to fight for a different arrangement, she made other 
big changes in her life: She is now an advocate for others going 
through similar trauma. Link is now a Violence and Crisis 
Intervention Specialist with the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office. As 
she describes it, “I speak up for children and women victims of 
violence. That’s my job now.” She now assists all police 
departments in Lincoln County, and she was accepted to receive 
specialized training under a program with the FBI. That training is 
planned for this summer. While her life is in a quite different place 
right now compared to a few years ago, she says she would not be 
where she is today without the help of another mother who dealt 
with tragedy in her own life. When she was at her lowest, Link 
started volunteering with the Megan Meier Foundation. That 
Foundation was founded by Tina Meier in 2007 after the suicide of 
her teenage daughter due to cyber bullying. Meier talked about 
when she first met Link saying, “she was really struggling, and I 
think our connection happened because I’m a mom and I lost my 
daughter.” While Link continues to fight for what she considers a 
more equitable custody arrangement and dealing with the family 
courts in two states, she says she will not stop fighting for other 
families going through trauma. “I just want to raise awareness that 
this stuff exists in our communities everywhere,” she said. If you are 
someone you may know is a victim of domestic assault or for more 
information on helping families after violence, contact Stephanie 
Link at slink@lcsomo.com  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:slink@lcsomo.com


 
04/26/2021                                     6pm                                  6:19       
Residents fed up after elevators break at downtown apartment 
complex, again 
Paulette Jones says she’s exhausted after having to climb several 
flights of stairs at the Railton Apartments. The 65-year-old says for 
months, residents have had to deal with inconsistent elevator 
service. “It’s a very big inconvenience, some people are in 
wheelchairs,” said Jones. News 4 first reported on residents’ 
complaints in March after both elevators were out of service for 
weeks. Before that, residents says one of their two elevators went 
out in November. The company fixed the elevators after News 4’s 
initial story. But residents say two months later, the elevators went 
out of order again. “It’s very difficult, I think it’s a shame that every 
other month, the elevator is out for days, sometimes weeks at a 
time,” said one resident. The company McCormack Baron manages 
the property, which is owned by the Salvation Army. The company 
previously told News 4 parts broke on the elevator after a flood. 
They said because of the issues getting parts and problems related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, it took longer than expected to 
complete the repairs back in March. McCormack Baron sent the 
following statement about the elevators: “The safety and well-being 
of our residents is of utmost importance to McCormack Baron 
Management and The Salvation Army. At 5:30pm yesterday, the 
working elevator at the Railton went out of service. The 
ThyssenKrupp emergency services team immediately responded 
and began repairs on the elevator. After working overnight, they 
continued work today and realized that they needed a part, which is 
being overnighted for delivery tomorrow. Fire watch and assistance 
for residents have been and will be provided through the night. We 
anticipate the repairs to be completed tomorrow. The second 
elevator at the Railton has been under repair since the flooding in 
February due to parts that had to be manufactured. Those parts are 
scheduled to arrive in two weeks. We are in communication with 
residents and, again, their safety and well-being is our number one 
priority.”  
 

MAY 
05/01/2021                                       10pm                      5:19 
AWAKE DURING SURGERY ‘Like torture’  St. Louis man says 
he was awake, unable to speak or move during surgery 
O’Fallon, MO—It was supposed to be a routine surgery, but it’s one 
a St. Louis man says he will remember the rest of his life. Imagine 
going under the knife and actually feeling the pain. Matt Caswell 
says it happened to him, and now he’s filing a lawsuit against 
Washington University, the anesthesiologist, and the certified 
registered nurse anesthetist. “It was like torture,” Caswell recalled. 
Caswell’s mother shot video of him following the procedure at a St. 
Charles County hospital in July of 2020. Caswell can be seen 
saying, “I want to get out of here,” repeatedly following hernia 
surgery. Caswell told News 4 he expected to drift into an 
unconscious state undergoing general anesthesia, but says that 
didn’t occur. “I just remember the mask being put on my face… I 
knew I was in trouble when I felt the cold iodine hit my belly,” he 
said. Sitting in his lawyer’s office, Caswell added, “At any second I 
was waiting to go out. All the sudden I got stabbed in my 



stomach…it was like rusted razor blades. It was so bad.” Caswell 
says there was a towel over his face and he was unable to speak 
because he had already received the paralyzing agent prior to 
surgery. “He was paralyzed, couldn’t move,” added his attorney Ken 
Vuylsteke. “He was supposed to be given a mask over his face 
which was done. That mask contains what we would call knockout 
gas, puts you under. That gas was not turned on by the 
anesthesiologist. They forgot,” said Vuylsteke. According to the 
lawsuit, Caswell would feel pain and hear everything being 
discussed in the operating room for at least 13 minutes. Vuylsteke 
says the medical professional should have realized Caswell was 
feeling pain based on his vital signs. “His heart rate went through 
the roof. His blood pressure went to what’s called hypertensive 
crisis three, which happens right before you have a heart attack and 
continued for 13 minutes without noticing it,” said Vuylsteke. 
Vuylsteke also provided medical notes written by the doctor 
following the surgery. In the notes it says, “A review of the 
anesthetic record demonstrates a delay in initiating inhalational 
anesthetic after induction of anesthesia.” “Not only does this 
physical records prove the case, but they admit it.” Said Vuylsteke. 
The medical notes add, “The patient and his mother were 
immediately informed regarding the delay initiating the inhaled 
anesthetic agent until after the start of the surgical procedure.” Dr. 
Dan Forest has been retained by Caswell’s attorney as an expert 
witness in the case. Dr. Forest says cases like Caswell’s are “not 
very common, but it does occur.” He says Caswell experienced 
what’s known as intraoperative awareness and that most cases are 
due to equipment failure, not the medical professional forgetting to 
turn on the equipment. “I think what’s important is that patients 
speak with the anesthesiologist prior to surgery to better understand 
what to expect,” said Dr. Forest. During some procedures, some 
patients might hear conversation or be aware of what’s happening 
depending on the level of sedation. He added and said under 
general anesthesia the goal is to keep the patient unconscious and 
unable to remember the procedure. “It was so scary I thought I was 
having a heart attack,” remembers Caswell. A lawyer representing 
Washington University, the doctor, and the CRNA sent News 4 this 
statement regarding the lawsuit: Washington University’s policy is 
not to comment on the pending litigation matters and is also 
prevented from commenting due to HIPAA protections afforded Mr. 
Caswell.  
 
 
05/03/2021                                       6pm                         5:02                                                                              
After neighbor reportedly kills 2 pets, Warren County families 
desperate for police help 
ST. LOUIS- “When you look that kind of behavior up in the 
encyclopedia, it says ‘psychopath’” said Jason Fincher. Not long 
ago, Fincher had gotten a pair of Great Dane puppies. “They are 
absolutely great dogs. I love them, they’re amazing,” he said. They 
lived in a place animals ought to love; a quiet one-way gravel road 
in Warren County. But neighbors say there is a man there killing 
pets, and police aren’t doing enough to stop him. One of Fincher’s 
dogs, named Blue, roamed around the expansive yards without any 
trouble. Until one day, in March, Fincher’s wife saw something 
horrifying. “She will swear to it, that she stood right her and watched 



that man swerve to hit that dog,” Fincher said. Fincher says Blue 
was hit by a neighbor with the front and back tires. Despite efforts to 
save him, the puppy didn’t make it. “That was my buddy. That was 
my son’s dog, he slept with him every single night,” said Fincher. 
Was it an accident? “He never said ‘sorry’.” Fincher said. “It was flip 
offs and f*** you,” Fincher said. And what’s more, the man who 
Fincher says did it, had been caught on camera, vowing to kill. 
“Then he finally did it,” Fincher said. Ashley Kindschi, another 
neighbor nearby, believes the same man also killed her cat Ralph 
several months ago. Ralph, just two years old, was a best friend to 
Ashley’s daughter. He was an indoor cat, who accidentally got out. 
Ashley found him lying in a nearby bush, discovering he’d been shot 
clean through with an arrow. “Never in a million years did I think I 
would come home to find him with an arrow through him,” she said. 
Ralph also didn’t survive. “If someone can do that to an animal, why 
can’t they do that to a human,” said Kindschi. In both instances, the 
cops were called and reports written. “I don’t feel like anything was 
done. I feel like more should have been done,” Kindschi said. She 
said authorities didn’t seem to do much about the fact that the man 
was seen that day, wandering her yard, as if looking for the animal 
he’d shot. They didn’t fingerprint the expensive  arrow she still 
keeps in a bag to this day and she says they didn’t thoroughly 
investigate the man with the bow targets in his backyard. “There is 
only one person who sits out in the back yard, most days and bow 
hunts,” Kindschi said. News 4 tried talking with Warren County 
Sheriff Kevin Harrison. He wouldn’t do an interview and told us he 
had nothing to add to the story. “They said there is nothing they can 
do, because there are no laws out here in Warren County that can 
really have anything to do with it,” Fincher said. “It’s a Class A 
misdemeanor and it’s a very serious offense,” said Bob Baker with 
the Missouri Alliance for Animal Legislation. He said intentionally 
killing and animal, even on your property, for no reason, is a crime. 
It becomes a felony if the animal is tortured while alive. He says the 
trouble is getting law enforcement to take the laws seriously.  “You 
hope that they investigate it thoroughly, that’s all we can really hope 
for, if they take it seriously, not just for the animals sake, but so 
many of these people start out by hurting animals and then progress 
to other things,” Baker said. He’s fighting for tougher laws like 
mental exams for accused animal abusers. “For someone to 
intentionally kill an animal, especially multiple times, they certainly 
would be deserving of a psychiatric evaluation,” Baker said. But 
efforts are underway, he says, to weaken laws instead. “I think it’s 
important for people when they hear this story and they care, 
contact their state legislators,” Baker said. News 4 tried to get a hold 
of the man believed responsible, but he hung up when we called. 
We’re not identifying him because he’s not been charged with a 
crime. “I don’t think there’s any reason to kill an animal like that. It’s 
sad,” said Kindschi. They are worried for the safety of their other 
animals, and even their kids, and concerned he’ll simply move 
away. “I hope his neighbors do not have pets because he’s that kind 
of guy,” Fincher said. They hope for some kind of justice. “You are 
wrecking peoples’ lives, hurting people in ways you don’t even 
realize,” he said. News 4 obtained the police reports for the two 
incidents. In Blue’s case, the deputy said the neighbor claimed it 
was an accident and the deputy said there was no evidence the 
man left the road to hit the dog. In Ralph’s case the reports do say 



the investigation is ongoing. There is a Facebook page, called 
Justice for Ralph [link provided} 
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Social Security goes after local man over $122 from 48 years 
ago  St. Louis—A bizarre letter from the Social Security 
Administration had one local man scratching his head. They claimed 
he owed them money from nearly 50 years ago. “You were overpaid 
when you received benefits as a student,” the letter Rick 
Wosmanski got said. “I owed a total of 122.80 and I thought this is 
unusual. It was 48 years ago. Give me a break,” Wosmanski said. “I 
have a hard time remembering 48 hours ago.” Rewind to 1973, back 
when bell-bottoms were in and President Nixon was nearly out. 
Wosmanski back then was a self-described dork. “I was 19 years 
old!” Wosmanski said. He was 17 when his dad passed away and 
Wosmanski was entitled to his father’s social security survivor’s 
benefits. When he was no longer a full-time student, the Social 
Security Administration says he wasn’t eligible anymore to get the 
money. Trouble is, he doesn’t ever remember getting paid and 
thinks his mom might have cashed the checks instead. “The rest is 
a mystery. Went to the grave with my mom,” Wosmanski said. And 
now out of the blue, this letter. Even a phone call to the Social 
Security Administration and still they insisted he owed them money 
for a check he shouldn’t have received. “I said ‘jis there some kind 
of statue of limitations on this’ and she said ‘no, you owe us the 
money.’ Just like that.” Wosmanski said. He said it’s not just the 
money. He wanted the proof of the errors. “If they insist on $122.80, 
I will do my patriotic duty and return 122 dollars and 80 cents. I’d 
like to do it in pennies,” Wosmanski laughed. He tried fighting it on 
his own and even filed an appeal. In the meantime, wondering if 
others were in the same boat, he turned to News 4. “All the money 
our government gets and yet they are willing to come after the little 
guy for 122.80,” Wosmanski said. One quick email from News 4 to 
the government and sure enough, a change of heart. A 
spokesperson told us they couldn’t comment on Wosmanski’s 
situation specifically, but said “based on the information on our 
records, it appears we will be able to resolve this issue,” saying 
someone would be reaching out to Wosmanski directly. The Social 
Security Administration said they do collect overpayments and said 
there is no statue of limitations to collect the debts. Wosmanski 
thinks the letter was triggered because he just started collecting his 
own Social Security last year.  
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‘Flat out lie’  | Exterminator says claims of the Workhouse 
infestation is damaging his business   St. Louis—City leaders 
claim roaches and rats infiltrated the Medium Security Jail, known 
as the Workhouse. But the man in charge of the pest control for city-
owned buildings says that’s a complete lie, and now, he’s 
threatening to sue. “This was nothing more than someone’s agenda, 
that I got dragged into,” he said. Terry Hoselton owns Missouri Pest 
Consultants and has had a contract to do pest control for every 
single St. Louis City building for 16 years. “It’s a lot of work. 33 fire 
houses, plus police stations, city buildings, court buildings, it’s a log 



going on,” he said. In fact, he’s been on News 4 before, when he 
was eradicating the rats in Kiener Plaza a few years ago. “We do a 
good job for them,” he said. That’s why he says he was shocked by 
remarks from some local leaders about the conditions inside the 
Workhouse. Last week, the last detainees were moved out, though 
officials have now said a portion of the Workhouse will stay open as 
a contingency plan. Mayor Tishaura Jones claimed roaches and 
rodents were part of the inhumane conditions in the jail, and 
reasons for its closure. “It was a flat out lie, it wasn’t even remotely 
close to the truth,” Hoselton said. Hoselton says he’s been in the 
Workhouse every single month, until April, saying there’s been no 
sign of infestation for years. “I haven’t seen a rat, a mouse, nothing 
in there in years,” he said. Video taken  by the Assistant Public 
Safety Director on May 7 showed some bugs, but the Corrections 
Commissioner can be heard saying there’s no widespread 
infestation. “They did defame my business,” he said. Shortley after 
officials’ public comment, Hoselton sent an email, saying all city 
services were suspended due to defamation. He say’s he’s lost 
other business due to their comments and he’s considering suing. “I 
can’t have that; I just can’t have that. It’s not how you conduct your 
business,” said Hoselton. In the meantime, he says the city kept 
sending work orders, even to spray for bugs at the Justice Center 
downtown. He’s heard about bugs and rodents popping up in other 
city buildings, but he says, that’s no longer his problem. His service, 
he says, was a good deal for the city, and he says finding other pest 
services will likely cost more. “It’s going to cost the taxpayers, there 
is no way around it, the taxpayer is going to pay for this, they always 
do,” Hoselton said. News 4 learned that the city recently paid Rottler 
to get rid of ants in City Hall. We have asked for a comment from 
Jones’ office, who confirms they are no working with another pest 
control company, but would not be specific what the cost would be 
to taxpayers, nor did they respond specifically to Hoselton’s claim of 
defamation.  
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


