
1st Quarter Topic Report 2020 
WFWA Fort Wayne, IN

Combined Local/National Programming

January 1st – March 31st 

The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WFWA, Fort Wayne, Indiana along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for the period stated above. The listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in 
which the listings appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Agriculture

Alcohol/Drugs

American History

Series Title:    Frontline | America's Great Divide: Obama to Trump
Episode Title:   Part 1
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         1/13/2020 9:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
This episode traces how Barack Obama’s promise of unity collapsed as increasing racial, 
cultural and political divisions laid the groundwork for the rise of Donald Trump.

Series Title:    Frontline | America's Great Divide: Obama to Trump
Episode Title:   Part 2
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         1/14/2020 9:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:00:00

This episode examines how Donald Trump’s campaign exploited the country’s divisions 
and how his presidency has unleashed anger on both sides of the divide.



Series Title:    Finding Your Roots
Episode Title:   Secrets & Lies
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/28/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Other
Segment Length:  00:00:00

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. helps actors Sigourney Weaver, Justina Machado and Amy Ryan 
unearth surprising revelations about their family histories, forever altering how they see 
themselves.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/23/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:05:54

It's been 55 years since human-rights activist Malcolm X was assassinated in Harlem in 
front of hundreds of witnesses. But new evidence suggests two of the three men 
convicted of the crime are actually innocent. A new Netflix documentary, “Who Killed 
Malcolm X,” explores the mysteries surrounding the murder. Ivette Feliciano sat down 
with a historian and one of the film's directors and has more.

Series Title:    Independent Lens
Episode Title:   Always in Season
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         2/24/2020 10:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:00:00

ALWAYS IN SEASON explores the lingering impact of more than a century of lynching 
African Americans and connects this form of historic racial terrorism to racial violence 
today. The film centers on the case of Lennon Lacy, an African American teen who was 
found hanging from a swing set in Bladenboro, North Carolina, on August 29, 2014. 
Despite inconsistencies in the case, local officials quickly ruled Lennon's death a suicide, 
but his mother, Claudia, believes Lennon was lynched. Claudia moves from paralyzing 
grief to leading the fight for justice for her son.    As the film unfolds, Lennon's case, and 
the suspicions surrounding it, intersect with stories of other communities seeking justice 
and reconciliation. A few hundred miles away in Monroe, Georgia, a diverse group of 
reenactors, including the adult daughter of a former Ku Klux Klan leader, annually 
dramatize a 1946 quadruple lynching to ensure the victims are never forgotten and 
encourage the community to come forward with information that might bring the 
perpetrators to justice. As the terrorism of the past bleeds into the present, the film asks: 



what will it take for Americans to begin building a national movement for racial justice 
and reconciliation?

Series Title:    The Roosevelts: An Intimate History
Episode Title:   Get Action
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         3/26/2020 9:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  02:00:00

A frail, asthmatic young Theodore Roosevelt transforms himself into a vigorous 
champion of the strenuous life, loses one great love and finds another, leads men into 
battle and then rises like a rocket to become the youngest president in American history 
at 42. Meanwhile, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, brought up as the pampered only child of 
adoring parents, follows his older cousin’s career with worshipful fascination and begins 
to think he might one day follow in his footsteps.

Arts/Culture

Series Title: Indiana State Marching Band Competition

Air Date: January 5th   2020 @ 2:00pm

High School marching bands from across Indiana compete for the state title.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/14/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:06:23

This year’s film version of “Little Women” received six Oscar nominations, including one 
for best picture. Author Louisa May Alcott was inspired to write her landmark novel, 
which was based on her own family, at Orchard House in Concord, Massachusetts. 
Special correspondent Jared Bowen of Boston’s WGBH looks at how Alcott’s sense of 
place yielded a work that still endures some 150 years later.
Series Title: Arts in Focus (Locally Produced)

Airdate: February 13th 2020 @ 7:30pm   30 min



Arts program featuring local and regional artists, musicians, dancers, etc.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/25/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:03:32

Last week, the NewsHour joined master cellist Yo-Yo Ma in asking the public to join the 
#SongsofComfort effort and contribute music both old and new. Chief arts correspondent 
Jeffrey Brown shares some of what we have received here -- moments of respite and zen 
in the age of coronavirus. You can post your own offering on social media platforms 
using the hashtag #SongsofComfort.

Business & Industry

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         3/14/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:03:59

With businesses shuttering, professional sports leagues suspending their seasons and 
widespread travel restrictions initiated around the world, the economic fallout from the 
new coronavirus outbreak may continue for months. Vijay Vaitheeswaran, U.S.business 
editor for The Economist, joins Hari Sreenivasan for more on the financial impact of the 
virus.

Crime/Legal



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/7/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:06:21

In our news wrap Tuesday, Russian President Vladimir Putin traveled to Syria to meet 
with its president, Bashar al-Assad, in Damascus. Syrian state media released images of 
the two leaders, who also met with military commanders. Also, the Justice Department 
called for Michael Flynn, a former national security adviser under President Trump, to 
serve up to six months in prison for lying to the FBI.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/10/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:29

In a single week, five people incarcerated in Mississippi jails have died at the hands of 
other inmates. The deaths have highlighted a system in dire condition, suffering from 
staffing problems and deteriorating facilities. Jerry Mitchell, founder of the Mississippi 
Center for Investigative Reporting, joins William Brangham to discuss funding challenges, 
lack of oversight and inmate overcrowding.

Series Title:    Washington Week
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         1/17/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:25:14

The Senate impeachment trial began with an oath to be impartial, but partisan battles 
rage. The panelists recapped a week of developments, including new documents from a 
former associate of Rudy Giuliani that bolstered Democrats' argument for witnesses and 
the familiar faces joining the president’s legal team.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/4/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:48



The trial of Harvey Weinstein, the former movie mogul accused of rape and sexual 
assault, has been emotionally charged and tense. So far, five women have testified that 
Weinstein abused them. The fifth, Jessica Mann, has been at the center of a grueling 
cross-examination Monday and Tuesday -- and she is a key witness in the case. Amna 
Nawaz reports and talks to NPR’s Rose Friedman for the latest.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/25/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:51

Cyrus Vance Jr. is the Manhattan district attorney who brought felony sex charges 
against Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein, who was convicted on two counts 
Monday. But Weinstein was acquitted of the most serious charges, including predatory 
sexual assault. What does the result mean for future prosecution of sex crimes, and why 
wasn’t Weinstein charged earlier? Vance joins Amna Nawaz to discuss.

Economy

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/29/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:11:10



The once-wealthy South American country of Venezuela is in the midst of political, 
economic and humanitarian crises made more severe by U.S. sanctions. And Venezuela's 
second-largest city, Maracaibo, was at one time the jewel of its petroleum economy. But 
the city, along with the rest of the country, is now suffering. Special correspondent 
Marcia Biggs reports with Pulitzer Center support.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/5/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:11:05

Restrictions intended to control the global outbreak of novel coronavirus continue to 
increase. In many countries, schools are closed, travelers face quarantine and business 
has ground to a halt. William Brangham reports and Judy Woodruff talks to Kristalina 
Georgieva, managing director of the International Monetary Fund, about how it is 
attempting to offset the economic implications of the virus.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/6/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:03:28

On Friday, President Trump signed a bipartisan, $8 billion emergency spending package 
to fund the U.S. government response to novel coronavirus. Still, concerns remain over 
how quickly health officials are able to conduct tests for the illness. Meanwhile, the 
number of novel coronavirus cases across the globe is approaching 100,000, according 
to the World Health Organization. Amna Nawaz reports.

Employment

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/9/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:09:35

Organized labor in the American workforce has declined since the 1980s, with many 
unions struggling to attract workers as companies voice opposition to them. But in Las 
Vegas, one union has broken through to much of the city’s hospitality sector -- and done 



so by involving its membership in all of its operations. Paul Solman reports on how this 
new model of organization is driving results.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/20/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:25

Many Americans plan to save for retirement in their 50s. But what happens if you're laid 
off at that age instead? According to researchers, the situation is common, and older 
workers have a harder time finding a new job -- especially one that pays their previous 
salary. Economics correspondent Paul Solman talks to 59-year-old Jaye Crist, who works 
three jobs for 70 percent of his former income.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/6/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:06:49

As COVID-19 spreads to communities nationwide, financial and logistical concerns about 
its impact are rising. Among the major questions are whether employers will require 
workers to take unpaid sick leave, and who will pay for potentially significant medical 
bills. William Brangham talks to Georgetown University’s Sabrina Corlette and Joseph 
Leitmann-Santa Cruz of Capital Area Asset Builders.

Environment/Natural Disaster

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/2/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:03:30

Vast swaths of Australia are still burning, with thousands of people under evacuation 
orders -- and forecasts of worse to come. A record summer fire season has charred 12 



million acres, destroyed 1,400 homes and killed 17 people. The states of New South 
Wales and Victoria are hardest hit, but fires are also burning across the rest of the 
country. Dan Rivers of Independent Television News reports.

Series Title:    Ozone Hole: How We Saved the Planet
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/8/2020 10:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Other
Segment Length:  00:00:00

The forgotten story of the hole in the ozone layer -- and how the world came together to 
fix it -- as told by the scientists and politicians who spotted and then solved the planetary 
problem    Interviewees include Secretary George Shultz, who persuaded President 
Reagan to phase out CFC chemical production; Professor Mario Molina, who won the 
Nobel Prize for identifying the CFC problem; Dr James Lovelock whose work inspired 
Professor Molina to examine CFCs; Dr Jonathan Shanklin, who discovered the ozone hole; 
Sir Robert Watson who lead the international scientific assessment of the ozone problem.

Series Title:    NOVA
Episode Title:   Polar Extremes
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         2/5/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Other
Segment Length:  00:00:00

Join renowned paleontologist Kirk Johnson on an epic adventure through time at the 
polar extremes of our planet. Following a trail of strange fossils found in all the wrong 
places-beech trees in Antarctica, hippo-like mammals in the Arctic-Johnson uncovers the 
bizarre history of the poles, from miles-high ice sheets to warm polar forests teeming 
with life. What caused such dramatic changes at the ends of the Earth? And what 
controls the dial on Earth's thermostat? Today, the Arctic is warming faster than 
anywhere else in the world, and Antarctica has locked in its ice enough water to raise 
sea level by a terrifying 200 feet. The way that the poles respond to a warming climate is 
one of the greatest wildcards in predicting our climate future. Johnson uses Earth's 
history, written in stone, as a cipher to decode what is going on at our polar extremes 
today, and what the future may hold.



General Health

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/21/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:33

In our news wrap Tuesday, an outbreak of viral pneumonia in China has spread to the 
United States. Federal health officials confirmed a Seattle-area man, now hospitalized in 
good condition, brought the virus back from a trip to China, where it has killed six 
people. Also, North Korea is warning it no longer feels bound to refrain from testing 
nuclear weapons and long-range missiles.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/22/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:58

Chinese officials are racing to respond to a highly contagious pneumonia-like virus that 
has now killed at least 17 people, infected hundreds more and spread to several other 
countries. In an effort to contain the illness, the city of Wuhan has issued a partial 
quarantine and shut down public transportation. But the medical gravity of the virus 
remains unknown. William Brangham reports.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/23/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:02

In our news wrap Thursday, China closed off Wuhan, a city of 11 million people, in an 
unprecedented effort to contain a deadly coronavirus. Officials announced two other 
cities will be shuttered Friday, as infected patients are hospitalized in isolation wards. 
Also, the International Court of Justice unanimously ordered the government of Myanmar 
to protect Rohingya Muslims from acts of genocide.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/24/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:41

China is still struggling to contain its growing coronavirus outbreak, which has now killed 
at least 41 and infected 900 more. The virus has spread to seven countries, with a 
second case confirmed in the U.S. Hospitals in the Chinese city of Wuhan are 
overflowing, and officials have ordered a travel ban affecting 35 million residents. 
William Brangham reports on concerns over what lies ahead.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/29/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:34

Chinese officials have now confirmed over 6,000 cases of novel coronavirus -- and the 
pathogen is nowhere near contained. On Thursday, the World Health Organization will 
determine whether to declare the outbreak a global health emergency. Yanzhong Huang 
of the Council on Foreign Relations and Southwestern Medical Center’s Trish Perl join 
William Brangham to discuss China's response to the crisis.

Series Title:    Amanpour and Company
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/27/2020 11:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-PLUS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:56:46

Tom Frieden, former director of the Centers for Disease Control during the Ebola crisis, 
tells Christiane how the U.S. needs to respond to coronavirus.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/28/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:08:32

Across the U.S., concerns over novel coronavirus have governments, businesses and 
individuals putting normal operations on hold. With events and travel canceled and more 
people staying home, what is the economic impact likely to be, and how should U.S. 



policy address it? Judy Woodruff reports and talks to Carl Tannenbaum, executive vice 
president and chief economist at Northern Trust.

Series Title: HealthLine (Locally Produced)

Air Date: March 3rd 2020 @ 7:30pm   30 min

PBS39 invites viewers to call in with their questions for local experts.

Topic: Parkview Health

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/4/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:31

On Wednesday, California officials confirmed the state’s first death from novel 
coronavirus, as the number of infections nationwide continues to rise. But beyond the 
serious medical implications of the virus, it is also provoking fear, suspicion and ethnic 
stereotyping. Amna Nawaz reports from San Francisco, a city long known for its ties to 
China and the Chinese-American community.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         3/14/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:04:56

The response to the coronavirus outbreak in the U.S. is changing on an almost hourly 
basis. But as health care workers face a volley of new challenges amid an American 
populace wary of the global pandemic, there has been an increase in testing and 
guidelines to consider. Caroline Chen, a ProPublica reporter who is covering the 
outbreak, joins Hari Sreenivasan with more.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/17/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:11:18



In the U.S., nearly 100 people have died from novel coronavirus among 5,200 confirmed 
cases. With the infection expected to spread more broadly and businesses and 
organizations shutting down, what is the latest federal government response? Lisa 
Desjardins, Yamiche Alcindor and Nick Schifrin join Judy Woodruff to discuss efforts by 
Congress, the White House and the Departments of Defense and State.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/26/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:09:53

Confirmed coronavirus infections have passed the half-million mark worldwide, with 
23,000 deaths. In the U.S., a huge economic relief bill is nearing final approval amid an 
unprecedented wave of unemployment claims from people who have lost their jobs due 
to the pandemic. And hospitals are strained to the point of collapse. Amna Nawaz reports 
and Lisa Desjardins joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

Government/Politics (National)

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/2/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:03:43

In our news wrap Thursday, the Democratic presidential primary field narrowed again as 
Julián Castro dropped out. The former Obama housing secretary, the only Latino still in 
the race, had failed to make headway in polls or in fundraising. Also, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper is threatening preemptive military strikes against Iran to prevent 
further attacks on Americans in the Middle East.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/2/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:08:16

President Trump is seeking reelection in the fall of 2020, and to win it, he will be relying 
upon one of his strongest voting blocs: white evangelical Christians. But are there signs 
emerging of a rift within this previously solid group of Trump supporters? The Christian 
Post’s Richard Land and the Gospel Coalition’s Collin Hansen join Lisa Desjardins to 
discuss compromise and Christian values.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/2/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:49

Before leaving town for the holidays, lawmakers came together to pass a huge federal 
spending bill that illuminates the government’s policy priorities for 2020. The deal 
allocates a total of $1.4 trillion to the military, education, a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico 
border and much more. Lisa Desjardins joins Nick Schifrin to discuss where American tax 
dollars will be going this year.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/3/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:22

As the 2020 presidential campaign heats up, candidates are facing an unprecedented 
challenge: the growing scale and variety of disinformation online. John Yang reports on 
the difficulty of verifying that content is authentic and not manipulated -- especially 
when it has been shared by a public figure.

Series Title:    Amanpour and Company
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/9/2020 11:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-PLUS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:56:46



Senator Tim Kaine tells Christiane Amanpour about Wednesday’s heated Senate briefing 
on Iran. CNN correspondent Fred Pleitgen discusses what could have caused a Ukrainian 
plane to crash in Tehran on Tuesday. Dickie Arbiter and Mark Landler analyze 
controversy surrounding the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. Cyrus Habib responds to the 
detainment of Iranian-Americans at the U.S.-Canadadian border.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/16/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:13:29

President Trump’s impeachment trial, only the third such proceeding in U.S. history, 
opened in the Senate Thursday. Chief Justice John Roberts and 99 senators were sworn in 
to their official trial roles. Meanwhile, new evidence related to Trump’s Ukraine policy 
was publicly released. Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss 
the trial and Lev Parnas.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/22/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:18:49

Impeachment managers from the United States House of Representatives opened their 
presentation before the U.S. Senate today. They have three days to make their 
arguments for why President Trump should be removed from office.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/30/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:51

In President Trump's impeachment trial, senators had their second and final opportunity 
to ask questions Thursday. The Brookings Institution’s Margaret Taylor, former chief 
counsel and deputy staff director for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and John 
Hart of Mars Hill Strategies, who worked for Republican Rep. Tom Coburn when President 
Clinton was impeached, join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes



Airdate:         2/1/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:26:48

On this edition for Saturday, February 1, the Senate impeachment trial winds down after 
Republicans vote to exclude new evidence, Brexit is official as Britain charts a new 
course amid divisions in the country, and our "Future of Food series" looks at how Jordan 
is using technology and innovation to help refugees facing food shortages. Hari 
Sreenivasan anchors from New York.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/3/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:26:44

The first contest of the 2020 Democratic presidential primary took place Monday evening 
with roughly 1,700 caucuses across Iowa. In Iowa, the Cook Political Report's Amy Walter 
and David Yepsen of Iowa PBS join John Yang, and the NewsHour's Daniel Bush reports. 
In Washington, New York Times columnist David Brooks and The Washington Post’s 
Jonathan Capehart join Judy Woodruff with analysis.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/5/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:09:37

The U.S. Senate has spoken, and President Trump will remain in office. On Wednesday, 
he was acquitted of both impeachment counts, almost entirely down party lines. Utah 
Republican Sen. Mitt Romney was the only senator to break ranks, prompting criticism 
from his party and praise from Senate Democrats. Amna Nawaz reports, and Yamiche 
Alcindor and Lisa Desjardins join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/6/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:08:17

Confusion has reigned over the results of Monday’s Democratic caucuses in Iowa. The 
candidates, meanwhile, are trying to find solid ground in the next primary contest, in 
New Hampshire. William Brangham reports and talks to The Washington Post’s Robert 



Costa about what will happen now in Iowa, the future of the party's caucuses and how 
the candidates are adapting their campaign strategies.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/15/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Demonstration/Instructional
Segment Length:  00:06:50

In a continuation of its crackdown on so-called sanctuary cities and states, the Trump 
administration is planning to use U.S. Border Patrol agents from an elite tactical unit 
known as "BORTAC" to assist Immigration and Customs Enforcement in detaining 
undocumented immigrants. New York Times national immigration reporter Caitlin 
Dickerson joins Hari Sreenivasan for more on the escalation.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/23/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:04:04

The remaining tally of votes in the Nevada caucuses continued streaming in on Sunday, 
a day after Sen. Bernie Sanders took a commanding lead among the 2020 Democratic 
presidential candidates vying for the White House. Megan Messerly, a reporter for The 
Nevada Independent, joins Hari Sreenivasan from Las Vegas with more on the results 
from the caucuses.

Series Title:    Frontline
Episode Title:   NRA Under Fire
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/24/2020 10:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:00:00

Once an unrivaled political power, the NRA is facing challenges from all sides. How the 
NRA aligned with President Trump and his base, but is under attack ahead of the 2020 
election.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/2/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)



Segment Length:  00:04:20

It's been a dramatic 48 hours since the polls closed in the South Carolina Democratic 
primary. Three candidates have left the race: businessman Tom Steyer, Pete Buttigieg 
and Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar. The few that remain, Sens. Bernie Sanders and 
Elizabeth Warren, Joe Biden, and Michael Bloomberg, are looking to consolidate support 
before 14 states vote on Super Tuesday. Judy Woodruff reports.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/17/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:10:11

Voters cast primary ballots Tuesday in the midst of a global pandemic. Despite concerns 
over crowded polling stations, Arizona, Florida and Illinois pressed on with their elections, 
while Ohio delayed its own. Stephanie Sy reports from Phoenix and Judy Woodruff gets 
updates from WTTW’s Paris Schutz outside Chicago, Karen Kasler of Ohio Public Radio 
and TV and David Smiley of the Miami Herald.

Immigration

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/28/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:08

In our news wrap Friday, a federal appeals court in San Francisco temporarily blocked 
the Trump administration’s “remain in Mexico” policy. Under it, nearly 60,000 asylum 
seekers have been returned to Mexico while their cases are decided. Also, intense 
fighting between Turkey and Syria in northwestern Syria's Idlib province prompted 
urgent diplomacy while setting a new wave of refugees in motion.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/5/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS



Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:06:34

A new watchdog report reveals troubling details about how the U.S. government handled 
the separation of migrant families as a result of the Trump administration’s “zero 
tolerance” policy. The litany of failures includes communication breakdown, lack of 
planning and insufficient care. Lisa Desjardins talks to Ann Maxwell, assistant inspector 
general of the Department of Health and Human Services.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/26/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:36

President Trump recently announced strict new border controls, citing concerns over the 
coronavirus pandemic. Officials will now turn away most migrants entering the country 
from the U.S.-Mexico border -- including people coming legally and fleeing violence. Jean 
Guerrero of KPBS spoke to families stuck in limbo at the country’s busiest land border 
crossing, just south of San Diego in Tijuana.

Legislative Issues/Local Government/General Local Interest

Series Title: Primetime39 (Locally Produced)

Topic: Legislative Call in Edition

Air Date: March 27th  2020 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Host Bruce Haines welcomes area Legislator to the PBS39 Studios and opens up the phone lines for viewers to 
call in their questions. 

This Week’s Topic: Coronavirus Conversation

Series Title: Indiana Week in Review

Air Date: February 9th 2020 @ 5:30pm   30 min



Hoosiers "in the know" are getting their answers from the show that does the talking: Indiana Week In Review. 
You may watch for the news, but you'll stay for the no-holds-barred debate and discussion. A look at issues 
facing Indiana from differing viewpoints makes for an entertaining, lively and informative half-hour.

Local History

Mental Health

Series Title: Coronavirus Mental health Roundtable

Air Date: March 30th  2020 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Psychiatrist Jay Fawver moderates a roundtable of Mental Health experts discussing the current Coronavirus 
pandemic.

Science and Technology

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/8/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:09:24

Individualized medicine, in which treatments are customized based on a patient’s unique 
DNA, is a rising field. Along with an ever-expanding genetic database, it offers tantalizing 
promise for solving some of medicine's most daunting challenges. But individualized 
medicine also carries with it questions and risks -- both moral and medical. Science 
correspondent Miles O’Brien reports.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/8/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS



Format:          Demonstration/Instructional
Segment Length:  00:04:59

In what has already been a busy year in space, the London-based telecommunications 
company, OneWeb, on Friday launched a second round of satellites into orbit in a bid to 
expand global internet coverage. The launch followed the return of NASA astronaut 
Christina Koch, who broke a spaceflight record for female astronauts. The Verge science 
reporter Loren Grush joins Hari Sreenivasan to discuss.

Series Title:    Spillover - Zika, Ebola & Beyond
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/19/2020 9:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  01:00:00

Investigate the rise of spillover viruses like Zika, Ebola and Nipah, that can make the 
leap from animals to humans. Find out how human behaviors spread diseases and what 
science can do to anticipate and prevent epidemics around the world.

Senior/Aging Issues

Series Title: Life Ahead (Locally Produced)

Air Date: March 4th 2020 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Local experts answer viewer questions on a variety of senior related topics.

Host: Sandy Thompson

This Week’s Topic: Beers Mallers legal Experts      



War/Veterans/National Security

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/3/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:08:21

How is Iran likely to react to the American military strike that killed top general Qassem 
Soleimani -- and how well prepared is the U.S. to withstand that response? Karim 
Sadjadpour of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and retired Adm. Michael 
Mullen, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, join Nick Schifrin to discuss 
Soleimani's role and how Iran will adapt without him.

Series Title:    Washington Week
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         1/3/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:25:12

In what is being called a pivotal moment in his presidency, President Trump ordered a 
drone strike that killed Iran’s leading general Qassim Suleimani. The panelists discuss 
the implications of this decision.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/7/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:22

After trading threats with the U.S., Iran said Tuesday night it launched ballistic missiles 
on Iraqi facilities housing U.S. troops in retaliation for the American killing of Gen. 
Qassem Soleimani. The attacks come after President Trump and top U.S. officials 
defended the Soleimani strike, which has been blamed for pushing the U.S. and Iran 
closer to war. Judy Woodruff and Nick Schifrin report.

Series Title:    Amanpour and Company
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/11/2020 11:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-PLUS
Format:          Demonstration/Instructional
Segment Length:  00:56:46

Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert tells Christiane why he rejects President 
Trump’s Middle East peace plan. Husam Zomlot joins the program to offer a Palestinian 



perspective. Journalist Charlotte Alter explains the role of young American voters in the 
2020 election. Conservative political analyst Yuval Levin sits down with Hari to discuss 
his plan for reviving the American dream.

Women’s Issues

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/15/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:09

In our news wrap Wednesday, Virginia became the crucial 38th state to ratify the 1972 
Equal Rights Amendment, which bars discrimination on the basis of sex. Three-quarters 
of the states now approve the amendment. Also, Russia’s government abruptly resigned 
after President Vladimir Putin proposed sweeping constitutional changes that could keep 
him in power after his current term ends in 2024.

Series Title:    Independent Lens
Episode Title:   Leftover Women
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         2/10/2020 10:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:00:00



Meet three Chinese women labeled "leftover," a derogatory term for unmarried women 
in their mid-20s and 30s. Follow them as they struggle to stay true to their ambitions 
amid a state-sponsored campaign that stigmatizes women who aren't married.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         3/7/2020 5:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:03:56

Each year, produce like corn and soybeans are grown on millions of acres of Iowa 
farmland. While the bulk of the farming is conducted by men, roughly half of the state's 
farmland is owned, or co-owned, by women. Mark Bittman recently spoke with farm 
owner Jean Eells about the role women are playing in sustainable agriculture as part of 
our “Future of Food” series with Pulitzer Center support.

Youth/Education

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/13/2020 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:08

Active shooter drills have become nearly ubiquitous in American schools. Although they 
are intended to prepare students and teachers to protect themselves in case of an 
armed intruder, the largest education unions in the U.S. say there's little evidence they 
are effective -- and that they can traumatize children. Randi Weingarten of the American 
Federation of Teachers joins Amna Nawaz to discuss.


