
Quarterly Programs & Issues Report
July 1, 2021 - September 30, 2021

East Lansing Insider, Exposure, City Pulse on the Air, The Sci-Files and The Undercurrent are shows that
focus on events, issues, and programs that affect the greater Lansing area and Michigan State University.
All shows are archived and are available as podcasts on our website, www.impact89fm.org, and popular
podcast services such as iTunes and Spotify.

East Lansing Insider: 9-9:30 A.M.
Exposure: Sundays 8:30-9 A.M.
The Sci-Files: Sundays 9:30-10 A.M.
City Pulse On the Air: Sundays 10-10:30 A.M.
The Undercurrent: Sundays 10:30-11 A.M.

These programs are designed to allow student and community groups a broadcast outlet. WDBM-FM
provides the facilities, an engineer and a host.

Topics this quarter included:

July 4, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Publisher and Executive Director Alice Dreger and Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott
chat with attorney Brian Wasson about freedom of the press granted by the First Amendment, threats to
those protections, and the future of the press in Michigan and the United States. Dreger and Elliott then
discuss a gas leak that occurred near Dreger’s home and how Dreger reported on that story using the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Gia Haddock. Gia is
a senior Fisheries and Wildlife student at MSU. Having an interest in disease, amphibians, and sociology,
Gia combined the three with their undergraduate research. They study the current behaviors, knowledge,
and opinions of those involved in the amphibian pet trade through the lens of disease spread.

http://www.impact89fm.org
https://www.canr.msu.edu/fw/


July 11, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Publisher and Executive Director Alice Dreger and Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott
sit down with Mark Meadows, former Mayor and Council member for the City of East Lansing. Meadows
shares what he sees as the most important issues facing the city and who he is endorsing in the City
Council elections to be held in November 2021. He also explains why he resigned and how he views his
role in the community and local government now.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Avery Tilley from the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife. Avery's interest in conservation medicine, wildlife disease, and
public health spurred him to investigate if white-tailed deer could be used to predict West Nile virus risk to
humans. With recent studies discussing how certain species can act as a warning or monitoring system
for various diseases, Avery's research is investigating if white-tailed deer might be able to serve as one
such monitoring species for West Nile virus.

City Pulse On the Air: On this revamped edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley
interviews frequent City Pulse collaborator Nevin Speerbrecker. Ashley discusses with Speerbrecker his
career path as a designer and artist, as well as his current projects and his future ambitions. Reporter
Cole Tunningley speaks with Hillary Coleman, founder of 1991 Greenery. Music writer Rich Tupica
contributes a track from underground Michigan rock group The DT's.

July 18, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Publisher and Executive Director Alice Dreger and reporter Heather Brothers speak
with Cedrick Heraux, Associate Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice at Adrian College and a
member of East Lansing’s special Study Committee on an Independent Police Oversight Commission.
This week, City Council passed the ordinance establishing an oversight commission for the East Lansing
Police Department, and we asked Prof. Heraux about whether he sees that new commission as having
been adequately empowered, what he sees as important about policing culture in East Lansing, and
more.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Moh Alhaj and
Nicole Mancina. Led by Dr. Ramani Narayan, the Biobased Materials Research Group (BMRG) design
and engineer new biobased and biodegradable, compostable polymer materials and bioprocesses using
agricultural crops and residues (i.e.: soybean, corn), lignocellulosic biomass, and algae. Bioplastics
developed from these processes find commercial applications in films for plastic bags, thermoformed
products, protective and insulation packaging, and biomedical applications. For the past three years, both
Nicole and Moh have worked on developing value-added products from a biobased, biodegradable
polymer called polylactide (PLA).

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley speaks with
concert promoter Sally Potter about the upcoming Ten Pound Fiddle season, reporter Cole Tunningley
talks to true crime author Jenn Carpenter about her special event the Festival of Oddities and we hear a
track from Lansing ska punk band Grey Matter.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/fw/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/rahimi_ashtiyani


July 25, 2021

East Lansing Insider: ELi’s Publisher and Executive Director Alice Dreger and reporter Jack Timothy
Harrison talk with outgoing Mayor Aaron Stephens as he prepares to leave the City to pursue a master’s
degree in public policy at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government. Stephens talks about
what he will miss and not miss about being mayor of East Lansing, what he regrets and what he’s most
proud of, and what it was like to become mayor with virtually no warning.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Nick Ivanov.
Information technology is ubiquitous, but it is not equally available to everyone - this phenomenon is
known as the technological divide. To address this problem, Nick and his team create a global
decentralized wireless community network based on the novel blockchain technology. Their network
allows small businesses and individuals to become Internet providers to deliver Internet to their
communities.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, reporter Cole Tunningley talks to Smitty
Smith, one of the key organizers of the 2021 Pumpstock Music Festival. Arts editor Skyler Ashley
interviews musician Adam Droscha, a singer/songwriter who performs across Michigan with the
indie/blues rock band Two-Faced Wilson. Droscha discusses his history as a musician and writer, as well
as his plans for a forthcoming Two-Faced Wilson E.P.

August 1, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Managing Editor talks to Alex Hosey, a local civil rights activist and youth reporter for
ELi. Hosey spoke about his decision to sit for the national anthem during a basketball game several years
ago, his experience as a Black young man in East Lansing, and his future plans, which include attending
Michigan State University in the fall.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Kewalin Samart.
Drug discovery takes a significant amount of time and fundings due to its complicated clinical process to
get new drugs approved. Computational drug repurposing is an efficient alternative that is more cost- and
time-effective in discovering new drug indications from existing drugs. One important concept of drug
repurposing is that we need to find efficacious drugs that can reverse the disease signature. Kewalin's
research reconciled different methods from various studies in the past 15 years that have been developed
to find disease-drug reversal relationships.

August 8, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM, Reporter Andrew Graham is joined by East Lansing Mayor Pro Tem Jessy Gregg, who is
set to become Mayor on August 11 when Aaron Stephens (the current Mayor) formally resigns. Gregg
discussed the issues she thinks East Lansing faces, why she is supporting fellow Council Members Ron
Bacon and Dana Watson in the upcoming City Council elections (she also indicated Dan Bollman was her
third candidate of choice), and the City's parking system.



The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Cameron Bennett.
Cameron is a recent graduate from Lyman Briggs College who majored in genomics and molecular
genetics and human biology. Since her sophomore year at MSU, Cameron has done research with the
Braasch lab in the Department of Integrative Biology studying the function of duplicated endothelin genes
unique to a group of fish called teleosts. The endothelin gene family she studies has an important role in
controlling what type of cells that neural crest cells become during early development.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley speaks with senior
staff writer Lawrence Cosentino about the 20th anniversary of City Pulse. The two discuss Cosentino's
long history with the paper, and his experience growing as a writer and reporter. Cole Tunningley
interviews Taylor Fabus, an extension educator in the Animal Science Department at Michigan State
University. They talk about her work with horse exhibitions at the Ingham County Fair. Music writer Rich
Tupica caps the show off with a track from Michigan musician Matthew Milia.

August 15, 2021

East Lansing Insider: ELi’s Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott talks with Anaiis Rios-Kasoga, Laila Lloyd,
and Liyu Mesay, three young Black women who recently graduated from East Lansing High School. The
trio discussed their work with Black Student Union at ELHS, how the 2016 presidential election shaped
their high school years, and what ELHS could do – and in some cases, has already done – to build a
more inclusive environment.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Conor Bertucci. With
the projected population growth of over 2 billion people in the next 30 years, food and energy production
will have to increase drastically to keep up with our demands.  Fresh water and arable land are finite
resources that are constantly diminishing due to environmental stresses. This research focuses on the
development of an algae filtration system that can be scaled up to a commercial level.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley breaks down cool
events coming to Lansing in the near future and reporter Cole Tunningley shares all the details on the
upcoming Michigan Chicken Wing Festival at Adado Riverfront Park. Music writer Rich Tupica plays two
tracks from classic Michigan garage rock group The Chancellors.

August 22, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this week’s edition of the East Lansing Insider podcast, three members of ELi's
government reporting team talk about the latest switches on East Lansing’s City Council, the dismantling
of the Albert EL Fresco downtown play space, the sudden disappearance of a law meant to protect
student renters, and the consistent reappearance of Mark Meadows who quit City Council but can’t seem
to stay away from East Lansing government. Hear Andrew Graham, Heather Brothers, and Alice Dreger
cover this and more as they catch you up on the latest East Lansing news.

https://lbc.msu.edu/
https://www.fishevodevogeno.org/
https://integrativebiology.natsci.msu.edu/


The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Isabel John and
Lauren Wiklund. Mental health stigma is a significant barrier to receiving mental health care. The two
primary approaches to reducing mental health stigma are normalcy and solidarity. The current literature is
unclear whether one approach is more effective than another in reducing mental health stigma initially
and over time. An initial exploratory study of 120 undergraduate students suggests that normalcy
messages were more effective in reducing stigmatizing opinions against those with mental illness, while
solidarity messages reduced the likelihood of engaging in stigmatizing behaviors toward those with
mental illness.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley recaps upcoming
events in Lansing and reporter Cole Tunningley reports on the Pumpstock Music Festival and the
upcoming Michigan Chicken Wing Festival. Music writer Rich Tupica plays tracks from Detroit garage rock
legends The Dirtbombs.

August 29, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this week’s East Lansing Insider podcast, East Lansing Council member Lisa
Babcock talks with ELi’s Andrew Graham and Alice Dreger about why she has voted against the rest of
the Council on some issues like the Harbor Bay Newman Lofts rentals, who she is endorsing for City
Council (Ron Bacon, Dan Bollman, and no third candidate), and what she’s hoping for out of the next City
Attorney. Babcock also talks about her “biggest regret on Council,” referring to the early renewal of the
City Manager’s contract. We also hear from ELi Managing Editor Emily Elliott about the weirdest thing
she’s researched for our readers recently — a local foodie controversy over the Quality Dairy French
Onion Chip Dip.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Yoni Lewis Israeli.
Heart disease is a leading cause of death around the world, and heart defects at birth are the most
common of all birth defects in humans. Modeling the developing human heart in the lab using 3D heart
organoids (or miniature hearts) allows access to developmental stages that cannot be studied in humans.
Yoni's research focus is on creating heart organoids from human stem cells.

September 5, 2021

East Lansing Insider: This week’s East Lansing Insider podcast focuses primarily on the flooding of East
Lansing homes that occurred after the monumental rain on the night of Aug. 11-12, 2021. Many East
Lansing residents ended up with raw sewage in their basements. ELi’s Andrew Graham speaks with
Shaw Estates resident Dr. Rubén Martinez about his experience and Andrew also tells us what he’s
learned from speaking with residents in the Glencairn neighborhood. Our Publisher Alice Dreger joins
Andrew to talk about what the ELi team has learned from mapping reports of flooding and Alice explains
why she bought flood insurance from FEMA for her Oakwood house a few years ago. Andrew also gives
us a run-down of what’s coming in East Lansing Public Schools Sports, and we briefly cover the “weird
thing” we reported this week – the story of an odd real estate listing in Whitehills.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Abdo Korayem,
Daniel Maldanado, Max Manz, and Maria Milan about their research projects. This episode took place live
at the COGS Fall Welcome Back event.



September 12, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this week’s episode of the East Lansing Insider podcast, ELi government
reporters Andrew Graham and Alice Dreger bring you the results from ELi’s survey of voters related to
this November’s East Lansing City Council elections. Andrew and Alice read from and discuss what
voters say are their big issues and questions for candidates. Topics include housing, downtown
development, transparency, government waste, the climate crisis, and taxes, taxes, taxes — perhaps a
surprise for a town that appears to lean so blue? Our weekly “Weird Thing This Week” relates to a
strange response received by ELi from the City of East Lansing under a Freedom of Information Act
request.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Ti'Air Riggins. The
goal of Ti'Air's research is to look at intervention strategies to minimize astrocytes from flipping from
normal function to attack mode so that the probes can perform longer in patient brains.

September 19, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On the latest episode of ELi’s podcast, Andrew Graham is joined by Madi Zink, an
East Lansing High School math teacher and the coach of all the Trojans high school aquatics teams —
boys and girls. Right now, it's girls swim and dive season and the duo discusses the progress of that
team, plus get into the state of the whole program and where Zink hopes to take it. Also, Graham
provides a quick news update from around the City of East Lansing.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Andrew Kearney.
Andrew is a student in the MSU Department of Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering. Due to the low
water activity (aw) and high osmotic pressure, sugar is generally recognized as a low microbiological risk
source to human health. As a low moisture commodity sugar may receive little to no additional processing
in a home environment.  Other low-moisture commodities, such as flour, were once also generally
recognized as safe. However, following foodborne pathogen outbreaks in flour in recent years, there is
interest in evaluating other low moisture commodities for foodborne pathogen risks. This development
has made assessing the risk of other shelf-stable commodities, like sugar, important to evaluate before a
similar outbreak event occurs, despite no outbreaks of foodborne pathogens in added sugar within the
U.S. having been reported to date. The objective of this study was to assess the survival of Salmonella in
multiple sugar products during long-term storage.

September 26, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Alice Dreger, Emily Joan Elliott, and Andrew Graham visit some recent Ask ELi to
Investigate questions that they sought answers to and helpful tidbits that they have received. The trio
discusses recent flooding in East Lansing, equity and inclusion, upcoming plans for Burcham Road and at
Valley Court Park, and several other questions related to East Lansing Public Schools. Since Jan. 1,
2021, ELi has received 137 distinct inquiries and is working to answer all of them. You can submit your
questions related to East Lansing here!

https://www.egr.msu.edu/bae/


The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Kylie Smith. Our
brains are protected by a tight-knit biological wall called the blood-brain barrier. This barrier prevents
potentially dangerous substances in our blood from accessing sensitive brain tissue but also restricts
access to therapeutics or imaging agents intended for brain delivery. Kylie's research focuses on how to
deliver material to the brain via a direct transport pathway in the nose, bypassing the blood-brain barrier
completely. Her research combines nose-to-brain delivery with medical imaging to optimize the delivery
technique by noninvasively tracking drugs as they transit to the brain.


