
  

 
Quarterly Programs & Issues Report 

January 1, 2021 - March 31, 2021 
  
* Due to a staff error, this report was uploaded on April 12, 2021. It should have been placed in the Public 
File by April 10, 2021. 
 
Exposure, City Pulse on the Air, The Sci-Files and The Undercurrent are shows that focus on events, 
issues, and programs that affect the greater Lansing area and Michigan State University. All shows are 
archived and are available as podcasts on our website, www.impact89fm.org, and popular podcast 
services such as iTunes and Spotify. 
  
Exposure: Sundays 9-9:30 A.M. 
The Sci-Files: Sundays 9:30-10 A.M. 
City Pulse on the Air: Sundays 10-10:30 A.M. 
The Undercurrent: Sundays 10:30-11 A.M. 
  
These programs are designed to allow student and community groups a broadcast outlet. WDBM-FM 
provides the facilities, an engineer and a host. 
  
Topics this quarter included: 
 
January 10, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz leads 
listeners through five excerpts from interviews conducted for the annual City Pulse People Issue. Check 
back next week for a second part, which will feature even more special people from Lansing. 
 
January 17, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz leads 
listeners through the remaining excerpts from interviews conducted for the annual City Pulse People 
Issue. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Kelsey Merreck 
Wagner. Wagner is a printmaker/painter/textile artist, environmental activist, and second-year Ph.D. 
Anthropology student with certifications/specializations in Gender, Justice and Environmental Change, 
Human-Animal Studies, and Community Engagement. 
 



January 24, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz hosts a 
panel discussion on January's wild political events with MSU economics professor Charlie Ballard, City 
Pulse columnist Kyle Melinn, Steve Tobocman, director of the Michigan Political Leadership Program, 
and Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr., D-East Lansing. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Brijen Miyani, Liang 
Zhao, and Maddie Spooner about wastewater-based epidemiology, which is used to predict waves of 
SARS-CoV-2 in the Detroit region (Macomb, Wayne, and Oakland county). The increment/decrement in 
the number of SARS-CoV-2 cases could be predicted at least 14 days in advance by monitoring 
wastewater. This could help public health officials prepare for the surge in hospitalization as well as the 
safe opening of the economy. This model could be replicated to other viral diseases as well. 
 
January 31, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley fills in for publisher 
Berl Schwartz. Ashley interviews Bob Fish, co-founder and co-CEO of Biggby Coffee. Fish delves into the 
history of Biggby and how it grew from just a single shop in East Lansing into a massively successful 
chain. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Shelby Dechow. 
Shelby is a 5th year Ph.D. student in Dr. Robert Abramovitch's lab. Her research focuses on how 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis senses and adapts to its host environment. M. tuberculosis (Mtb) is 
responsible for around 10 million new tuberculosis (TB) infections annually and causes respiratory 
disease in humans. 
 
February 7, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley takes on hosting 
duties for publisher Berl Schwartz. Reporter Todd Heywood interviews Michigan Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist 
about the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on minority communities. Schwartz interviews frequent City 
Pulse contributor Bill Castanier about books in his collection about the Black experience in America. 
Ashley interviews Tammara Ramona, a young entrepreneur who was living in her car before launching 
her own successful smoothie business, Smoothie Queen. Music editor Rich Tupica concludes the show 
with a track by legendary Detroit musician Nolan Strong and the Diablos. 
 
Exposure: This week on Exposure, Connie Rahbany spoke with Mariam Sayed, Sonali Sharmi, and Grant 
Zydeck from MSU CLUED. CLUED was established in May 2020 in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
It is an organization designed to support students and provide them with resources needed to excel 
academically and mentally during the COVID-19 pandemic. They cater to undergraduate students of all 
ages and majors, with a focus on undergraduate pre-professional students (i.e. pre-med, pre-dent, pre-
PA, pre-nursing, pre-pharm, etc). 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Jake Sawecki. Jake 
is a second-year Ph.D. student in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and is a member of the 
Predator Ecology and Astacology lab. Jake joined the lab last year and has adopted the primary research 
role on the Huron-Michigan Predator Diet Study that began in 2017. His research focuses on the dietary 
behaviors of salmon and trout species within lakes Huron and Michigan. 
 
  



The Undercurrent: On this episode of The Undercurrent, host Nick Saba talks with Dennis Pennington, a 
Michigan State wheat systems specialist, and Aaron Newberry about the past, present and future of 
agriculture and what role agriculture plays in ensuring a healthy society. The trio also talk about the 
impact of genetically modified foods on the future of agriculture and crop population as a whole. 
 
February 14, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
interviews Xavier DeGroat, a 30-year-old Lansing Community College student who may have been the 
first person with autism to serve an internship in the White House. Arts editor Skyler Ashley spoke with 
Chadwick Phillips, a Minnesota artist and a concert promoter. He is also the founder of the youth 
development project “Hip Hop History and The Arts.” Phillips now works with the city of Lansing’s family 
educational program, “Building Child & Family Initiatives.” Ashley spoke with Phillips about his role as a 
musician and a youth instructor. Music writer Rich Tupica concludes the show with two tracks from classic 
Detroit blues arts Doctor Ross the Harmonica Boss. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Maria Berry. In her 
undergraduate research, Maria studies the effectiveness of a high school biology curriculum in fostering 
students' ability to understand complex biological processes. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this week's episode, host Nick Saba focuses on Valentine's Day and the large 
array of emotions the "holiday" brings out of people. In honor of this Day of Love, our very own Impact 
Operations Manager George McNeill talks about Valentine's Day with his girlfriend and what it's come to 
mean during a pandemic. Some guests also share their views on what Valentine's means to them, and 
Nick chimes in with some facts on the day in focus to round off a lighthearted episode. 
 
February 21, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
interviews Lansing's sustainability manager Lori Welch about how the city is tackling the climate change 
crisis. Managing editor Kyle Kaminski talks with Tony Willis, head of the Lansing Economic Area 
Partnership's new department of equitable economic planning. Music writer Rich Tupica closes out the 
show with a track from Michigan's diverse musical history. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Selin Akgun. Selin is 
working as a research assistant in the Multiple Literacies in Project-Based Learning (ML-PBL) project at 
CREATE for STEM Institute. As a part of the ML-PBL team, she works with 3rd-grade elementary school 
teachers. She supports their teaching practices through professional learning sessions and virtual 
curriculum materials for 3rd-grade science units. Selin’s research focuses on promoting students’ science 
sense-making, achievement, and social and emotional learning. 
 
February 28, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley fills in for publisher 
Berl Schwartz. Ashley interviews Ozay Moore, local hip-hop musician, educator and founder of All of the 
Above Hip Hop Academy. Moore talks about his experience running a youth education program that 
doubles as a nonprofit. 
 
  



The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Alec Bailey, Anna 
Graffeo, Robert Gustke, Nic Weller from the Department of Mechanical Engineering. McLaren Greater 
Lansing, an acute care hospital split between two campuses in Lansing, is in the process of building a 
new hospital facility adjacent to Michigan State University. This new facility will feature a rehabilitation 
gym used for occupational therapy services to help patients achieve the highest level of independence 
possible with everyday tasks. The goal of this project was to design and assemble a car transfer simulator 
that could be raised or lowered to different standard car heights as a source of rehabilitation at the 
McClaren Greater Lansing Hospital. 
 
The Undercurrent: In honor of Black History Month, producer Nick Saba interviews philosophy professor 
Dr. John McClendon on what it was like going to a Historically Black College as opposed to schools like 
Michigan State. The episode focuses on what Black History Month is really about, and what it means to 
the Black community. 
 
March 7, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley speaks with Parker 
Curtis and Rahjah Evans, founders of Wild Ferns Wellness Center, a brand new Lansing hub that 
combines services such as therapy, massage and hair care, and is a safe, welcoming space that caters 
to the needs of people of color and members of the LGBTQ community. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Chad Hall, a Ph.D. 
candidate in the Department of Linguistics. Chad is investigating the speech of Lebanese Americans in 
Dearborn, Michigan. There is reason to believe that in Dearborn which is unique in the strength of its 
Arabic community, that an Arabic American English dialect has developed. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this special episode of The Undercurrent, News Director Nathan Stearns sits down 
with Lansing Mayor Andy Schor to discuss a variety of topics, including the city’s effort to improve racial 
equality and enact criminal justice reform, economic initiatives and more. 
 
March 14, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, reporter Todd Heywood interviews Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer about the one-year anniversary of the coronavirus pandemic in Michigan. Music writer 
Rich Tupica explores more deep cuts from Michigan's musical history. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Hannah Jeffery. The 
focus of her project is to identify the genetic mechanisms that control the cooking times of dry beans, and 
the long-term goal is to use this information to breed fast-cooking varieties of dry beans for public 
consumption. This will be accomplished by comparing gene expression in fast- and slow-cooking beans 
using bioinformatics and biochemical techniques. 
 
March 21, 2021 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, reporter Todd Heywood interviews COVID-
19 long hauler Don Cochran about his experiences living with recovering from the coronavirus. 
 
Exposure: This week on Exposure, Connie Rahbany spoke with Carolyn Hurts from the Ronald McDonald 
House of Mid-Michigan. The Ronald McDonald House of Mid-Michigan is a hospitality house that is 
specific for serving families that have critically ill children receiving medical treatment in their local 
hospitals and clinics. They have their annual Run for the House race happening from March 26-28. 
 



The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Jen Zavalnitskaya. 
Jen is a second-year master's student in the Department of Entomology in the Vegetable Entomology lab. 
She studies insect ecology throughout agricultural landscapes and how more sustainable pest 
management strategies can be created in commercial agriculture. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this week's episode of The Undercurrent, Reporter Tasia Bass interviews interim 
Canadian Studies Center Director Dr. Rebecca Malouin about the direction of international studies and 
what the future of the program will look like. 
 
March 28, 2021 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Dr. Raisa Glabman. 
Dr. Glabman is a veterinarian and fellow in the NIH Comparative Biomedical Research Program (CBSTP) 
in partnership with MSU. As a veterinary pathology resident and Ph.D. student, she is interested in how 
disease pathogenesis translates across species, and in assessing the validity of specific animal models of 
human disease, particularly cancer immunology. Her research at NIH is centered on the stromal 
component of the tumor microenvironment (TME), which also includes tumor cells, immune cells, vessels, 
and other signaling components. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this week's episode of The Undercurrent, reporters George McNeill and Delaney 
Rogers interview students that graduated during the pandemic on their experiences and hopes as the 
MSU community moves toward the end of another online semester. 
 


