
Quarterly Programs & Issues Report
April 1, 2021 - June 30, 2021

East Lansing Insider, Exposure, City Pulse on the Air, The Sci-Files and The Undercurrent are shows that
focus on events, issues, and programs that affect the greater Lansing area and Michigan State University.
All shows are archived and are available as podcasts on our website, www.impact89fm.org, and popular
podcast services such as iTunes and Spotify.

East Lansing Insider: 9-9:30 A.M.
Exposure: Sundays 8:30-9 A.M.
The Sci-Files: Sundays 9:30-10 A.M.
City Pulse On the Air: Sundays 10-10:30 A.M.
The Undercurrent: Sundays 10:30-11 A.M.

These programs are designed to allow student and community groups a broadcast outlet. WDBM-FM
provides the facilities, an engineer and a host.

Topics this quarter included:

April 4, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Sarah Jacobson.
Sarah examines housing occupations in Italy and West Germany in the 1970s. Although most researchers
look at political activists who squatted, she instead looks at southern Italian migrants who occupied out
of social need.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, we feature tracks from a music compilation
put together by a score of Lansing indie rock bands. The compilation is titled “This Must Be the Place:
Quality Hits From Lansing” and was put together by GTG Records with help from music writer and City
Pulse contributor Rich Tupica. Each song is a cover track performed by a Lansing band. You can check
out the entire compilation at gtgrecords.bandcamp.com.

http://www.impact89fm.org


April 11, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Hayden Stoub.
Hayden is a graduate student in Kathleen Gallo's lab in the Department of Physiology. He studies lung
cancer physiology and potential therapies targeted at both tumor and immune cells.

April 18, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Emma Dester and
Saad Sharief. Emma is a dual-enrolled BS/MD student in the MSU Biosystems and Agricultural
Engineering Department (BAE). She has been doing research in the Nano-Biosensors Laboratory for
almost four years. Saad is a Ph.D. student, also in BAE, and is currently in his 4th year of the graduate
program. His research interests lie in the synthesis and applications of nanomaterials, biosensors for
pathogen detection, and anti-counterfeiting technologies to prevent drug trafficking.

City Pulse On the Air: City Pulse editor and publisher Berl Schwartz returns to his usual hosting duties for
a special 420 edition of City Pulse On the Air. Schwartz interviews Travis Wilson, who works in the
processing end of the local marijuana industry, and managing editor Kyle Kaminski interviews City Clerk
Chris Swope. Music editor Rich Tupica plays a special weed-themed track from a Michigan-based rock
group.

April 25, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Megan Carrillo.
Megan is a 4th-year medical student at Michigan State University College of Osteopathic Medicine with
the goal of pursuing a career in radiology. As someone interested in imaging modalities, she has authored
several case reports concerning unique disease states and processes discovered through different
imaging studies. One aspect of her research also raises the question of the stigmas surrounding mental
illness and drug use, and their impact on the individual, group, community, and society.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, reporter Todd Heywood interviews Ricci J.
Levy of the Woodhull Freedom Foundation. Heywood talks with Levy about her work with the foundation
to affirm sexual freedom as a fundamental human right. Ashley talks with Larry Hook, adviser of the LCC
student paper The Lookout, about capturing the top Division 3 prize from the Michigan Press Association.
Rich Tupica closes the show with music from the vintage Holland-based rock band New Era.

May 2, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Jasmine Jordan.
One of the projects that Jasmine has worked on was about housing segregation in the dorms at MSU.
Basically, Black and Latinx students are hyper concentrated in dorms on the edge of campus. This may
contribute to feelings of isolation and alienation among them. While other universities have gone above
and beyond to address students of color and housing, MSU has not. Studies show that students can
spend up to 70% of their time in their dorms.



City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley takes over hosting
duties for publisher Berl Schwartz. Ashley interviews traveling mural artist Victor Ving who, along with his
partner Lisa Beggs, has been touring the United States painting murals inspired by vintage greeting cards
in different cities. Ving and Beggs are heading to East Lansing on May 10 to paint a mural on the
south-facing wall of the Roadhouse Pub. Ving shares his experiences on the road and explains how the
two manage the nomadic lifestyle. They hope to complete the mural by May 17. To cap off the show, we
hear tracks from a compilation album featuring local indie rock bands dedicated to the employees of
Mac's Bar, which has been closed since the onset of the coronavirus pandemic.

May 9, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Sukhwindar Ajimal.
Sukhwindar's research focuses on breaking down and analyzing the impact micronutrition may have in
improving heart recovery after a heart attack.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley speaks with
traveling muralist Victor Ving about his upcoming art project in East Lansing. The two also discuss what
it's like to live on the road as an artist. Also featured is a selection of tunes from a compilation CD that
pays tribute to beloved music venue Mac's Bar.

May 16, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Qian Bates. Qian is
a first-year student at MSU studying mechanical engineering. She recently did a project that analyzed the
reasons behind the materials used to make paintbrushes.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley speaks with local
musician Tommy Plural about the livestream concert service he helped created known as Best Friend's
Club. Best Friend's Club was created during the COVID-19 pandemic to help emulate the experience of
attending a local rock gig. You can learn more at GTGRecords.net.

May 23, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Varshini Perumal.
Varshini is a 2nd-year undergraduate student studying neuroscience at the College of Natural Science.
She has been doing Alzheimer's research at the Department of Translational Neuroscience in the MSU
College of Human Medicine for around 1.5 years, assisting Dr. Gordon's research. For the past year,
Varshini Perumal has been working to investigate the presence of specific proteins present in the brain of
individuals with Alzheimer's Disease contributing to cellular senescence.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley talks with Sirnico
Williams about the skateboarding culture in Lansing. Ashley also speaks with Deanna Brown, owner of
the Everything is Cheesecake food truck, about what it's like to own and operate a food truck here in
Lansing.



May 30, 2021

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Geeta Kumari.
Geeta is a joint doctoral program student in the department of chemical engineering and materials
science. Her research focuses on metals and a mixture of metals (alloy). She is working on a particular
type of alloy called superalloy, which comprises eighteen different elements together.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, we revisit a conversation between arts
editor Skyler Ashley and Biggby co-CEO and co-founder Bob Fish. Fish discusses growing Biggby from a
small and humble coffee shop into the large chain it is today.

June 6, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by East Lansing Info (ELi),
Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott provides an overview of what ELi is and the news it provides to the
community. She and reporters Heather Brothers and Andrew Graham discuss some recent stories related
to policing in East Lansing, including an investigation into a controversial press release made by ELPD
and the work of the Study Committee on an Independent Police Oversight Commission. Elliott wraps up
the conversation with a recap of the last East Lansing Public Schools Board of Education meeting in May.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Erika Buhk. Due to
the current COVID-19 Pandemic, many Americans are wearing masks in public to slow the spread. Many
people question whether the masks actually do anything. Erika researched how the fabric of disposable
masks breaks down with use by placing them under a high-level microscope (scanning electron
microscope). She used the pictures taken on the microscope and research on how face masks work to
show how important it is to be taking care of masks properly in order to prevent getting, or spreading,
illnesses like COVID-19.

June 13, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, Publisher and Executive Director Alice
Dreger and Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott recap the City Council meeting from Tuesday, June 8. At
that meeting, Council voted 3-2 to approve Ordinance 1500, which could change the process for
apartment leasing in East Lansing, but it includes an important caveat. The pair also discuss the
presentation given to Council by the Study Committee on an Independent Police Oversight Commission.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Thilani Jayakody and
Jacob Jensen. Thilani is a third-year Ph.D. student in the Plant Breeding, Genetics and Biotechnology
program working on applications of genome editing for crop improvement in cultivated potato in Dr. Dave
Douches’ Potato Breeding and Genetics Program. Jacob is a recent graduate of the Genomics and
Molecular Genetics BS program and has assisted with research in the potato breeding program for over
two years.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley discusses the
upcoming Charlotte Bluegrass Festival as well as the Juneteenth festival in REO Town.



June 20, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider – brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM – ELi’s Publisher Alice Dreger talks with ELi reporter Jack Timothy Harrison about the
upcoming East Lansing City Council elections. Jack has been interviewing the candidates and writing
profiles of them for ELi, and, on the pod, the two talk about what makes this year’s election unique and
particularly interesting to watch. (Note: There’s one error in this episode, and that is that we said Ron
Bacon earned his bachelors in Criminal Justice and Psychology, but it was in Criminal Justice and
Sociology. We apologize for the error.)

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Stavros Vakalis.
Stavros' research is about advancing millimeter-wave imaging. Millimeter-wave imaging is used in many
applications that require "see-through" capabilities. The most famous example is the airport security
screening, which cannot take place using a traditional camera. Millimeter-waves can easily pass through
clothing and detect weapons and contraband. However, current millimeter-wave imaging systems are
quite expensive and require long scanning times that for example cause the long lines in the airport
screening process. This research aims to overcome these inefficiencies and build a high-speed
millimeter-wave camera.

City Pulse On the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley discusses the
upcoming Charlotte Bluegrass Festival. Then, he talks with Lisa Michelle of Greenwood District Studios.

June 27, 2021

East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Publisher and Executive Director Alice Dreger and Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott
discuss Dreger's article on complaints made to East Lansing's City Council about noise created by cars
and motorcycles. The two discuss the issue, responses, and possible solutions. Elliott also interviews
Tonya Williams, a Neighborhood Resource Specialist East Lansing Police Department, who deals with
noise issues as part of her job.

The Sci-Files: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Alex J. Roy. Alex is a
dual-enrolled BS/MS student in Lyman Briggs and the Department of Microbiology & Molecular Genetics.
He works in the Neubig Lab in the Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology. Alex studies the
mechanisms of an ultra-rare genetic disorder called GNAO1 Encephalopathy. Patients, of which there are
about 200 known, begin showing combinations of developmental delay, movement disorders, and
epilepsy in early childhood.


