
  

 
Quarterly Programs & Issues Report 

October 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021 
  
East Lansing Insider, Exposure, City Pulse on the Air, The Sci-Files and The Undercurrent are shows that 
focus on events, issues, and programs that affect the greater Lansing area and Michigan State University. 
All shows are archived and are available as podcasts on our website, www.impact89fm.org, and popular 
podcast services such as iTunes and Spotify. 
  
East Lansing Insider: 9-9:30 A.M. 
Exposure: Sundays 8:30-9 A.M. 
The Sci-Files: Sundays 9:30-10 A.M. 
City Pulse On the Air: Sundays 10-10:30 A.M. 
The Roundup & The Undercurrent: Sundays 10:30-11 A.M. 
  
These programs are designed to allow student and community groups a broadcast outlet. WDBM-FM 
provides the facilities, an engineer and a host. 
  
Topics this quarter included: 
 
October 3, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Publisher and Executive Director Alice Dreger chats with Managing Editor Emily Joan 
Elliott about the history of the Evergreen Properties, which the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
purchased in 2009. Over the years, the DDA had hoped to sell the properties to several developers, but 
nothing so far has panned out as planned. Dreger explains the long history up to the present, including a 
possible deal between the DDA and River Caddis and the construction of MSUFCU’s downtown office 
building. 
 
Exposure: The Izzo Legacy run, walk, and roll will take place on Saturday, October 9th, 2021. We spoke 
with Lupu Izzo about the upcoming event. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Jenna 
Beffel, a 4th-year doctoral student in MSU's Department of Human Development and Family Studies and 
the lab manager of the Family Stress Lab. 
 



City Pulse On the Air: On this episode of the City Pulse, Skylar Ashley talks to Mary Cusack and Jack 
Wagner of the Michigan Justice Advocacy Organization. Michigan is one of six states that does not have 
a behavior credit system for the incarcerated, leading them to talk about how justice reform is important in 
Michigan. 
 
October 10, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott talks with City Desk Reporter Andrew Graham 
about his recent reports on flooding following heavy rains in East Lansing, particularly after heavy rains 
on Aug. 12. The two discuss the issues that residents on Timberlane Drive face in seeking solutions to 
prevent further flooding some residents are in East Lansing and others in Meridian Township. Andrew 
also provides an update from City Council on how the City of East Lansing is investigating significant 
flooding in the Glencairn neighborhood 
 
Exposure: This week, Kalee Kniess met with the Formula One Racing Team at Michigan State University 
to get an idea of - simply put - how cool their club is. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Robert 
Stanley. The invasive Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus planipennis, EAB), the most destructive forest tree 
insect in North American history, threatens the majority of the native American ash species. This includes 
green ash, white ash, pumpkin ash and black ash. Green ash was widely used as a street tree, white ash 
is famous for baseball bats, pumpkin ash for guitars and black ash for native American baskets. This 
insect (EAB) can kill over 99% of the ash they encounter and threaten the industries and communities 
that utilize these ash resources, costing billions of dollars annually. Robert's collaborators work to find the 
trees the mount a defense against this insect. 
 
October 17, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Managing Editor talks with East Lansing Public Schools Superintendent Dori Leyko. 
Leyko shares the most rewarding and challenging aspects of leading the district during the pandemic. 
She also reflects on what the district has done in terms of equity and social justice, including hiring 
Director of Equity and Social Justice Klaudia Burton, and what she hopes to see achieved this year. 
 
Exposure: On this week's episode, Kalee Kniess sat down with the Michigan State University Comedy 
Cellar. The boys from the comedy cellar started this club right before the pandemic. They share what it is 
like to start a club and the headships that follow. They also tell us what it is like to be a comic and why 
they love this club so much. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Nathan 
Kauffman. Nate's research revolves around developing novel radiopharmaceuticals and delivery 
strategies to combat solid cancers. 
 
City Pulse On the Air: On this week’s episode of City Pulse, Skylar Ashley speaks with Lansing standup 
comedian Amaru. Amaru is the organizer behind a new comedy club called "Funny is Funny" which is 
located in the old Lansing mall cinema. Ashley asks about the planning of the club and the first few 
shows. 
 



The Undercurrent: On this week's episode of The Undercurrent, Nick Saba interviews Impact 89FM 
members about working amidst the pandemic, their overall experience and what they may have learned. 
 
October 24, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, ELi’s Managing Editor Emily Joan Elliott sits down with reporter Heather Brothers to 
discuss what happened at City Council on Oct. 19, including a discussion on a police labor contract. The 
two then provide a news roundup, introducing the new Ingham County Commissioner, reviewing some 
Ask ELi questions, and discussing how the city might use some of its federal Covid relief money. 
 
Exposure: On this episode of Exposure, Kalee Kniess sat down with Julia Wallace, a stylist for Michigan 
State's VIM fashion magazine. She told us what it is like to run a photoshoot and what the process is like 
to make a magazine. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Justin 
Wigard. As a 2021-2022 Scholarship of Undergraduate Teaching and Learning (SUTL) Fellow, Ph.D. 
Candidate Justin Wigard, along with Assistant Professor Megan K. Halpern in the Lyman-Briggs College, 
is exploring the intersection of art and science studies in the classroom via drawing comics. 
 
October 31, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, ELi reporter Andrew Graham is joined by ELi founder and executive director Alice Dreger to 
talk about the 2021 race for three East Lansing City Council seats, the issues the new council will face, 
and how the civic landscape has changed in the city. The duo also talks about some recent city council 
races and how this year has been a more lowkey competition for the available seats. 
 
Exposure: On this week's Exposure, Kalee Kniess sat down with Sophie, the president of the women's 
rugby club. Sophie tells us a little more about rugby and how it works. She also tells us about all the fun 
things they do as a team outside of just playing their sport. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Nick 
Chargo. Nick’s research is focused on preventing osteoporosis by changing the composition of the 
bacteria in the gut. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this week's spooky episode of The Undercurrent, host Nick Saba reads some scary 
stories in-between MSU students retelling real-life eerie experiences. 
 
November 7, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of the East Lansing Insider, brought to you by East Lansing Info 
and Impact 89FM, ELi's Andrew Graham is joined by attorney Brian Wassom, who successfully defended 
ELi in a recent defamation case. The duo discuss why the claims against ELi fell short of being capable of 
defamation and touch on how an anti-SLAPP law could've protected ELi from such a suit. At the end, 
Graham runs through some recent local news. 
 



Exposure: On this week's episode Kalee Kniess sat down with a local a cappella group the Accafellas. 
The boys relate their club to the famous movie Pitch Perfect and talk about what it's like to be part of such 
an iconic club. 
 
City Pulse On the Air: On this episode of the City Pulse, Skylar Ashley speaks with transgender actress 
Delia Kropp, who is a LGBTQ+ rights advocate. Kropp was the first transgender actress to play the role 
as Charlotte Van Meltzer in a Pulitzer and Tony award winning play. She will be making her film debut 
soon in a motion picture titled Landlocked.  
 
The Roundup: On this premiere episode of The Roundup, a collaborative show from The State News, 
The Lookout, Focal Point News, and The Impact, we talk about timely subjects ranging from the 
destructive aftermath of a home football game to the Michigan tampon tax and much more. 
 
November 14, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this edition of the East Lansing Insider, brought to you by East Lansing Info and 
Impact 89FM, policing, generally, is the topic and ELi reporters Andrew Graham, Heather Brothers and 
Jack Timothy Harrison dive in. First, Andrew interviews Heather about her coverage of the first meeting of 
the East Lansing Independent Police Oversight Commission. Then, Jack talks about his reporting on the 
MSU student perspective of the Oct. 30 couch burnings and such. 
 
Exposure: This week we talked to another a cappella group. Cedar Green is the oldest co-ed a cappella 
group in East Lansing. They share with us all the details on what's it is like being in such a fun club. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Lexi 
Nadolsky. Lexi’s research focuses on discovering the different ways that the electric fish Mormyrids 
determine their sex genetically. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this week's episode of The Undercurrent, host Nick Saba interviews Renee Leone, 
a local businesswoman who recently opened her science-themed gift store Quark! earlier this year, about 
the intersection of science and art. 
 
November 21, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew Graham is joined by Chuck Grigsby, who will be a more regular guest/co-host on 
the show moving forward. Chuck serves on the East Lansing Human Rights Commission and chaired the 
study committee that crafted the recommendation for East Lansing's current Police Oversight 
Commission. In this episode, Andrew and Chuck delve into the issues that the group might face in getting 
information from the police — an issue Chuck is highly familiar with. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Jen Fry. 
Jen is a Ph.D. student in the Department of Geography at MSU. Jen's research focuses on understanding 
the racial experiences of Black female professional volleyball players within Europe who have not existed 
within geography studies; or, more specifically, sport geography studies within lenses of Black Feminist 
Theory, Critical Race Theory, Black Geographies, and Theory of Racial Space. 
 
The Roundup: On this week's episode of The Roundup, stories tackling mental health, missing persons, 
marijuana recalls, and the MSU administration are discussed by our panel. 



 
November 28, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: After multiple presentations to the public from the city about water infrastructure, 
Chuck Grigsby joins ELi's Andrew Graham to talk about the ongoing sanitary and storm sewer debate in 
the City of East Lansing. They also delve into what the future might hold in terms of solving the flooding 
problems the city faces. 
 
December 5, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew and Chuck are joined by ELi publisher and executive director Alice Dreger to 
highlight and discuss the various transparency roadblocks they've encountered in East Lansing, plus what 
changes could fix it. 
 
Exposure: This week Kalee Kniess met with Cozy Coverz. Cozy covers is a service club based on making 
tie blankets for anyone in need around the state of Michigan. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week's episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Lexi 
Nadolsky. Lexi’s research focuses on diversity and inclusion in the workplace in academia, and how 
COVID-19 has had a harder impact on different groups of scholars, especially women and people of 
color. 
 
The Roundup: This week, members from The State News, the Impact, and the Lookout discuss the 
recent school shooting in Oxford, MI and the implications it has, followed by some more lighthearted 
material. 
 
December 12, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: Andrew and Chuck are joined by Al Hargrave, a newer ELi reporter, to discuss 
some of her recent reporting on East Lansing's city attorney, the American Rescue Plan Act, plus East 
Lansing High School students being recognized for their smarts. The trio also dive into a couple other 
stories — about cameras downtown and a proposed medical marijuana dispensary. 
 
The Sci-Files: Kayleigh Ward is a Ph.D. Student in the Department of Sociology and Environmental 
Science and Policy. Kayleigh’s research partnered with one such community, Minamisanriku, in order to 
evaluate social and economic problems related to a lack of jobs, lack of businesses, lack of social 
resources, high depopulation, and other issues associated with rebuilding following the 2011 Great East 
Japan Earthquake. 
 
December 19, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew talks to a number of folks about the Saturday accident involving a Canadian 
National train running through some downed power lines, leading to widespread outages of service. 
Andrew talks to Keith Ivkovich, who witnessed the accident firsthand, plus Mike Wilson from Comcast 
about how outages get repaired. Lastly, of course, Andrew and Chuck dive into what went down. 
 
 



December 26, 2021 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew and Chuck are joined by ELi's managing editor Emily Joan Elliott. Together, the trio 
talks about some of the bigger, noteworthy topics from 2021, from the evolution of the Covid-19 pandemic 
to the return of in-person learning at MSU and East Lansing Public Schools, to the newly-formed East 
Lansing City Council, plus plenty more. 
 


