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COMMUNITY ISSUES:  During the second quarter of 2020 it was determined the most 

significant issues facing our coverage area were: 

 

 +  Health/COVID-19 

 +  Government 

 +  Education 

 +  Crime 

 +  Community Development 

  

  

Public Affairs Program – Mother Lode Views 

This 30-minute interview program features a guest or guests from the community who 

speak for a group or organization, or in some way represents the public interest.  The 

program airs both Saturday and Sunday at 9:30am on KVML-AM and FM and on 

Sundays at 10am on KKBN-FM and at 9am on KZSQ-FM.  The program addressed the 

significant issues of the community during the first quarter. 

 

April 4-5 – Health/COVID-19 

Mother Lode Views focused on actions being taken at both the local and state level in 

response to the coronavirus pandemic. Guests included Adventist Health Sonora’s Chief 

Medical Officer Dr. Alexander Heard, Adventist Health Sonora’s Operations Executive 

Tyler Newton and California’s District 8 Senator Andreas Borgeas.  

 

April 11-12 – Health/COVID-19 

Mother Lode Views focused on local regulations put in place by the City of Sonora 

designed to stop the spread of the coronavirus. Guests included City Administrator Mary 

Rose Rutikanga and Police Chief Turu Vanderwiel. The show also featured Tuolumne 

County Supervisor Anaiah Kirk speaking about a new community telephone “Hope Line” 

for local residents.  

  

April 18-19 – Health/Education 

Mother Lode Views featured Columbia College President Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay 

speaking about how classroom activities have currently transitioned to the virtual world, 

and what plans are being developed for the fall semester. In addition, Interim Tuolumne 

County Public Health Officer, Dr. Liza Ortiz, spoke about COVID-19 surge planning in 

the county, and the Governor’s latest directives.  

 

 

 

 



April 25-26 – Government 

Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Administrator Tracie Riggs detailing the 

early budget projections related to revenue declines from the COVID-19 pandemic. She 

also spoke about immediate actions being taken to close the current fiscal year shortfall 

and how they will impact services.  

 

 
May 2-3 – Business/Education 

Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County’s Director of Innovation and Business 

Assistance, Cole Przybyla, and Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Cathy 

Parker. Przybyla provided the latest information about state and federal funding programs 

available to local businesses. Parker spoke about the shift to online learning for K-12 

students.  

 

May 11-12 – Government 

Mother Lode Views featured District Five Tuolumne County Supervisor Karl Rodefer 

speaking about how the county is coordinating with state officials to reopen select sectors 

of the economy. He also spoke about coordination efforts to safely reopen public lands 

for recreation. Sonora City Administrator Mary Rose Rutikanga also provided an update 

on the city of Sonora’s budget shortfall and upcoming actions to close the gap.  

 

May 16-17 – Health/COVID-19 

Mother Lode Views featured Interim Tuolumne County Public Health Officer Dr. Liza 

Ortiz. She spoke about efforts to increase local testing, the effectiveness of antibody tests, 

and gave the latest on the fast-changing rules and restrictions regarding the coronavirus 

pandemic.  

 

May 23-24 – Government  

Mother Lode Views focused on new cuts to programs being considered to close 

Tuolumne County’s budget shortfall. In addition, there was a focus on regional 

coordination efforts to fight COVID-19 spread. The guests were CAO Tracie Riggs and 

Board of Supervisors Chairwoman Sherri Brennan.  

 

May 30-31 – Health/COVID-19 

Mother Lode Views focused on the COVID-19 impacts on social services in Tuolumne 

County. There was also an update on relaunching the local census count and its 

importance to local government funding. The guest was Tuolumne County Supervisor 

Vice Chair Ryan Campbell.  

 

June 6-7 – Crime   

Mother Lode Views featured Calaveras County Sheriff Rick DiBasilio. He spoke about 

enforcement at regional Black Lives Matter protests, how COVID-19 has impacted his 

office’s operations, ways his office is preparing for the fire season.  

 

 

 



June 13-14 – Government 

Mother Lode Views featured a preview of the upcoming Tuolumne County budget vote, 

and how it will impact programs like the juvenile hall, libraries and recreation. CAO 

Tracie Riggs was the guest.  

 

June 22-23 – Community Development 

Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Community Development Director 

Quincy Yaley. She gave an update on some big lodging projects in the south county area 

that are currently going through the environmental review process. They are Terra Vi 

Lodge and Yosemite Undercanvas. She also spoke about reopening some of her 

department’s offices and how many fees will soon go up.   

June 27-28 – Education 

Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Cathy Parker 

detailing new guidance that was just released for schools as they plan to reopen in the 

fall. She also detailed how the new state budget will impact local education services.  

 
  


