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COMMUNITY ISSUES:  During the third quarter of 2020 it was determined the most 

significant issues facing our coverage area were: 

 

 +  Government 

 +  Health 

 +  Business 

 +  Water   

 +  Forestry 

  

Public Affairs Program – Mother Lode Views 

This 30-minute interview program features a guest or guests from the community who 

speak for a group or organization, or in some way represents the public interest.  The 

program airs both Saturday and Sunday at 9:30am on KVML-AM and on Sundays at 

10am on KKBN-FM and at 9am on KZSQ-FM.  The program addressed the significant 

issues of the community during the fourth quarter. 

 

July 4-5 – Government 

Mother Lode Views featured District 8 Republican Senator Andreas Borgeas. He spoke 

about the newly approved state budget, legislation he is introducing during the current 

session, and the state’s COVID-19 response.  

 

July 11-12 – Government 

Mother Lode Views featured Calaveras County CAO Albert Alt. He gave an overview of 

the new fiscal year budget, related cuts, and impacts on government services. He also 

spoke about the county’s marijuana enforcement program and the latest COVID-19 local 

regulations.  

 

July 18-19 – Water 

Mother Lode Views focused on a major dredging and restoration project getting 

underway at Phoenix Lake. The guests were Tuolumne Utilities District Engineers Erik 

Johnson and Gadiel DeMattei. They detailed the history of the reservoir, how the project 

was funded, its importance, and the timeline. 

 

July 25-26– Government  

Mother Lode Views featured new Sonora Mayor Matt Hawkins. Topics included the 

local response to COVID-19, economic development, marijuana regulations, 

homelessness and Vision Sonora.  

 
August 1-2 – Government  

Mother Lode Views featured District Five California Assemblyman Frank Bigelow. 



He gave an update on the legislative session that is running through the end of August. 

He also discussed CEQA reform efforts, education spending and economic impacts of his 

district related to COVID-19.  

August 8-9 – Business 

Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Director of Innovation and Business 

Assistance, Cole Przybyla. He detailed his strategies to retain and attract businesses 

during the new fiscal year. He also spoke about a new grant program for local businesses 

needing to purchase personal protective equipment for employees. 

 

August 15-16 – Forestry 

Mother Lode Views focused on a 117,000 acre forest health improvement project around 

the Stanislaus River Canyon in the Stanislaus National Forest. The guests were Stanislaus 

National Forest Supervisor Jason Kuiken and Acting Forest Fire Chief Rebecca Johnson. 

 

August 22-23 – Education 

Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Cathy Parker. 

It was the first week of school across Tuolumne County in the virtual, distance learning, 

format. She provided an update on how it is going, planning efforts to eventually send 

students back to the physical classroom, and initiatives to bridge the digital divide. 

 

August 29 – 30 – Education 

Mother Lode Views focused on Columbia College’s recent switch to virtual and online 

learning during the coronavirus pandemic. Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay, Columbia 

College President, also spoke about recent infrastructure projects at the school, and 

working with local high schools to offer classes.  

 

September  5-6 – Government 

Mother Lode Views began a five-part series focused on the individual Tuolumne County 

Supervisors. District Five Supervisor Karl Rodefer spoke about issues facing Columbia 

and Jamestown. He also discussed county budget challenges, and the construction of the 

new jail.  

 

September 12-13 – Government  

Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County District One Supervisor Sherri Brennan. 

She spoke about how a new federal wildfire bill will impact Tuolumne County. She also 

highlighted projects specific to her district, which covers the greater Sonora area. 

 
September 19-20 – Government 

Mother Lode Views featured District Two Tuolumne County Supervisor Ryan Campbell. 

He discussed the impacts of COVID-19 on the community, including social services. He 

also discussed the recent close calls for his district with the Quarter and Cedar fires. 

 

 

 

 

 



September 26-27 – Government 

Mother Lode Views featured District Three Tuolumne County Supervisor Anaiah Kirk. 

He talked about fire safety and infrastructure projects in his district, which includes the 

greater Twain Harte and Tuolumne region. He also talked about concerns related to 

Pinecrest Lake and changes he would like to see implemented.  


