
Stations KAJX and KCJX (Aspen Public Radio) 
Quarterly Listing of Community Issues and Programs 

July 1, 2020 through September 30, 2020 
 

 
CORONAVIRUS/COVID-19 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: GarCo Says Personal Responsibility During Holiday Weekend Key To Moving To 
Next Reopening Phase 
Issue: coronavirus is highly contagious, and local governments need residents and visitors to be 
careful to reduce spread over holiday 
Reporter: MOLLY DOVE  
Date: JUL 3, 2020 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM 
Description: heading into Fourth of July, officials are emphasizing the importance of social 
distancing and wearing face coverings for residents and visitors in order to help slow the spread 
of coronavirus in Garfield County. Garfield County officials announced Tuesday the new spike 
in COVID-19 cases will force the county to stay in the state's Safer at Home phase of reopening 
while state officials expect other parts of the state to qualify for the Protect Our Neighbors phase, 
which allows nearly 100% of businesses to open at some capacity. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: New Tri-County COVID-19 Testing Strategy Aims To Reduce Turn-Around Times 
For Results 
Issue: slow results for coronavirus testing hamper fighting the spread 
Reporter: MOLLY DOVE 
Date: JUL 13, 2020 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM 
Description: Pitkin, Eagle and Garfield Counties transitioned to a tri-county testing strategy to 
help get COVID-19 test results to patients faster and ultimately reduce community spread of the 
virus. To do that, the three counties will only test people who show symptoms, have a greater 
risk, have been in contact with someone who tested positive or are hospitalized.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Last Week Brought A Single-Week High For New COVID-19 Cases In Pitkin 
County 
Issue: coronavirus cases rising 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: JUL 15, 2020 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM 
Description: Pitkin County posted its highest single-week total of positive COVID-19 cases in 
the week ending July 12. Testing identified 28 new cases in the county. The two previous weeks 
held the old record, with 16 new cases each. Those 28 cases came from 236 tests, putting the rate 
of positive tests at 7.08%. That is the county’s highest positivity rate since mid-May, and the 
fifth consecutive week with a rising positivity rate.  
 
Program: breaking news--live press conference 
Story Title: Governor Polis addresses state 
Issue: coronavirus spread in state and government response 
Date: 7/16/2020 
Time: 12:50 - 1:30 PM. 
Description: live feed of press conference held by Colorado Governor Jared Polis discussing 
emergency due to coronavirus spread in our state and state and local government response, as 
well as orders and recommendations to state residents. Today he discussed a new statewide order 
requiring masks be worn in public. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: With COVID-19 Cases On The Rise Throughout Valley, Contact Tracers Say Some 
Won't Cooperate 
Issue: contact tracing for coronavirus is difficult if people won’t cooperate with tracers 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: JUL 17, 2020 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM 
Description: Cases of COVID-19 are steadily rising in all three Roaring Fork Valley counties. In 
a live streamed community meeting Thursday, public health officials from Pitkin, Eagle and 
Garfield counties discussed increasing case counts and the hurdles they face in tracking and 
controlling the spread of the virus. 
 
 
 
 
 



Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: What Does The New Statewide Mask Order Mean For Coloradans? 
Issue: coronavirus spread in state and government response 
Reporter: CHRISTIN KAY 
Date: JUL 17, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: Governor Jared Polis announced a statewide mask order, directing Coloradans to 
wear a face covering while indoors. The statewide mandatory mask order requires anyone over 
the age of 10 to wear a face covering over their noses and mouths when entering or moving 
within any public indoor space. It also mandates face coverings while using or waiting to use 
public transportation or taxis, car services and ride shares. This story goes over the details and 
questions listeners may have about this mandate. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: daily spot news in newscasts 
Issue: coronavirus updates, local case and death counts, local government response, school 
closures, business closures and restrictions, state and local stay at home orders 
Reporter: Alex Hager, Molly Dove, Christin Kay, Eleanor Bennett, Ariel Van Cleave 
Date: weekly throughout July - September 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM; 5:04 PM 
Description: spot news in daily newscasts to update listeners with the latest information about the 
spread of the coronavirus in our area and its impacts. 
 
WILDFIRES AND GRIZZLY CREEK FIRE 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: daily spot news in newscasts 
Issue: wildfire in Glenwood Canyon endangers lives and property, closes interstate, stops 
recreation and business, severely limits access in and out of area 
Reporter: Alex Hager, Eleanor Bennett, Ariel Van Cleave, Kirsten Dobroth 
Date: daily through the fire until it was significantly contained and danger diminished 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM; 5:04 PM 
Description: spot news in daily newscasts to update listeners with the latest information about the 
spread of the fire in Glenwood Canyon and its impacts. Fire updates, local government response, 
evacuation and pre-evacuation notices, road closures and restrictions. 
 
 
 
 



Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: How Local Fire Departments Are Preparing To Safely Fight Wildfires During A 
Pandemic 
Issue: how will firefighters effectively fight fires this summer while still keeping themselves and 
evacuees safe from the coronavirus 
Reporter: MOLLY DOVE 
Date: JUL 17, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: Counties and local fire departments are preparing plans for how to handle peak 
wildfire season during the COVID-19 pandemic. One local fire official said departments must 
strike a balance between controlling fires, and keeping the community safe from the coronavirus. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Wildfire Rips Through Glenwood Canyon, Disrupting Summer Plans For Rafting 
Companies 
Issue: wildfire in Glenwood Canyon endangers lives and property, closes interstate, stops 
recreation and business, severely limits access in and out of area 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: AUG 14, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: Everyone within sight of Glenwood Canyon on Monday knew there was trouble 
brewing. A tremendous plume of smoke shooting up into the midday sky was not a good sign 
during a historically hot and dry summer. Three days after that first roadside spark, the Grizzly 
Creek Fire had grown to more than 6,000 acres, shutting down both directions of highway traffic 
indefinitely, cutting off a major thoroughfare to the Roaring Fork Valley and putting a freeze on 
rafting trips down the Colorado. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: What Happened With The Grizzly Creek Fire Over The Weekend? 
Issue: wildfire in Glenwood Canyon endangers lives and property, closes interstate, stops 
recreation and business, severely limits access in and out of area 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: AUG 17, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: It’s been a week since the Grizzly Creek Fire first sparked in Glenwood Canyon. In 
the last seven days, the fire has burned 25,007 acres and is 0% contained. There were no new 
evacuation orders announced over the weekend, and as of Sunday, nearly 650 people were 
battling the fire. What happened over the weekend with the fire? The number of people battling 



the blaze is almost double the amount that were working on Friday. Personnel are arriving from 
all over the nation to join firefighting efforts. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: How To Get Hundreds Of Firefighters To Colorado At A Moment’s Notice 
Issue: wildfire in Glenwood Canyon endangers lives and property, closes interstate, stops 
recreation and business, severely limits access in and out of area 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: AUG 20, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: The Grizzly Creek Fire is more than 29,000 acres and still growing. A wildfire that 
size requires a lot of people power and equipment, but with dozens of fires burning across the 
west, how do national fire agencies divvy up resources to the people who need them? More than 
800 people and dozens of trucks and aircraft have joined the Grizzly Creek firefighting effort 
from all over the country. Many of those resources were directed here by the National 
Interagency Fire Center, or NIFC. And they can come from anywhere in the country.  
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: 'You're Never Going To Forget This': No Name Reflects On Evacuation After 
Returning Home 
Issue: wildfire in Glenwood Canyon endangers lives and property, closes interstate, stops 
recreation and business, severely limits access in and out of area 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: AUG 28, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: Imagine you’re sitting at home one day and the notice comes in – a wildfire is 
bearing down on your house and you have to evacuate. In the course of the next few minutes, 
you have a to pack a bag and hit the road. What do you bring? If you’re 11-year-old Elora Dean, 
you bring only the essentials. “I brought most of my stuffed animals,” she said. Elora was one of 
a few hundred people forced to evacuate from No Name, a small community next to I-70 in 
Glenwood Canyon. The Grizzly Creek Fire came near very few buildings and people, but sent 
No Name residents out of their homes for eleven days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ECONOMY/JOBS/POVERTY 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Basalt Chamber Of Commerce Opens New Coworking Space Hack & Grind 
Issue: office space is expensive in our area and this problem reduces the ability to get small 
businesses off the ground 
Reporter: Molly Dove 
Date: JUL 10, 2020 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM 
Description: The Basalt Chamber of Commerce recently opened Hack & Grind, a coworking 
space for small businesses needing an office, or remote workers looking for a place to work 
outside of their home. Equipped with a conference room to rent out, individual desks and free 
advising from the Northwest Small Business Development Center, Kris Mattera, Basalt 
chamber's executive director, said Hack & Grind is a one-stop shop to help businesses and 
professionals grow. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: 'A Marathon, Not a Sprint': Pitkin County's Road To Economic Recovery 
Issue: how will the local economy recover from the pandemic recession 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: JUL 24, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: When ski lifts in Aspen and Snowmass stopped spinning in March, so did the area’s 
economy. Pitkin County businesses went into an early offseason and have experienced a 
staggered reopening under new restrictions. Jessica Valand, Northwest Colorado workforce area 
director for the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, spoke with Aspen Public Radio 
on the future of Pitkin County’s economy. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: How Do You Plan For A Ski Season In The Middle Of A Pandemic? 
Issue: pandemic will significantly affect the ski industry and the jobs related to it 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: JUL 30, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: For a ski rental shop at the base of Aspen Mountain, winter means big business 
when the resort opens. But right now, it’s pretty hard to say exactly what challenges will come 
with a mid-pandemic ski season. 
 
 



Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Months Into Pandemic, Many In Pitkin County Still Need Financial Assistance 
Issue: pandemic continues to hurt many residents financially despite aid program 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER  
Date: AUG 6, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: Pitkin County’s COVID Emergency Relief Fund has distributed $2.28 million in 
assistance since the pandemic took hold in March. At the end of June, the program was 
suspended. Officials said it was designed as a short-term emergency program while other aid 
organizations built capacity for longer-term help. The county’s human services department sent 
out a survey people who received emergency funds. According to the survey, 43% of people said 
they got the assistance they needed. But another 45% of people said they still need help to meet 
their monthly household expenses, and about half of those people said they aren’t able to cover 
their housing cost.  
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: What Will A Mid-Pandemic Ski Season Look Like? Just Ask Australia 
Issue: pandemic will significantly affect the ski industry and the jobs related to it 
Reporter: ALEX HAGER 
Date: SEP 4, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: The scheduled start of the Colorado ski season is only about three months away – 
and with snow falling on the tops of nearby peaks just this week, it’s hard not to wonder what a 
winter on the slopes is going to look like during a pandemic. But to get an idea of what it might 
be like to go skiing in these strange times, just ask the people who have already been on the snow 
in the middle of this pandemic. In Australia, some ski mountains have been open since June, 
albeit at 50% capacity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HEALTH/ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY/SCIENCE 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: New Rules For North Star Preserve: No Parking At The Take-Out, Noise Restriction 
Along The River 
Issue: balancing recreational use with preservation and environmental goals at local preserve 
Reporter:  ALEX HAGER  
Date: JUL 2, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: On June 24, Pitkin County approved a new management plan for the preserve, 
ushering in some rule changes. One of the most visible updates is that parking won’t be allowed 
at the take-out, and all parking will be on the same side of the road as North Star. There’s also a 
“quiet zone” that applies to the entire length of the river, meaning no audible music and no dogs. 
Gary Tennenbaum, Pitkin County Open Space and Trails director, spoke with Aspen Public 
Radio to break down the reasoning behind some of the changes.  
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Inspectors At Ruedi Reservoir First Line Of Defense Against Growing Threat Of 
Invasive Mussels 
Issue: invasive mussels could affect recreation at lakes, our water supply, and cause costly 
repairs to water infrastructure. 
Reporter: Christin Kay 
Date: July 29, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: Last year at Ruedi Reservoir, inspectors found mussels on six boats. This year, 
since the boat ramp’s opening June 1, inspectors have already found mussels on 13. The 
increase, a concern for local water officials, is an indication of a growing invasive-species 
problem throughout the Colorado River basin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: City Of Aspen, CMC Initiative Could Expand Infant Child Care 
Issue: infant child care is in short supply in the valley, especially for essential workers 
Reporter: MOLLY DOVE 
Date: JUL 8, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: The City of Aspen and Colorado Mountain College's Aspen campus are working 
together on a new program that could possibly expand infant child care services in town. In 
September, the town and college signed a partnership to create a learning lab for Colorado 
Mountain College early childhood education students that would also expand early child care 
spaces in Aspen. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Roaring Fork Schools Will Begin The School Year With Online Learning 
Issue: coronavirus impacts on schools: in-person school risks virus transmission, but virtual 
learning is logistically difficult and is not as effective 
Reporter: MOLLY DOVE 
Date: JUL 24, 2020 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM 
Description: The Roaring Fork School District announced Friday the 2020-2021 school year will 
begin virtually on August 17 since COVID-19 risks in the Roaring Fork Valley remain high. 
District officials said they worked with public health officials and used evidence-based 
information to make the decision for school to begin online with some improvements from the 
spring.  
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Aspen School District Plans For Some In-Person, Some Virtual Learning This Fall 
Issue: coronavirus impacts on schools: in-person school risks virus transmission, but virtual 
learning is logistically difficult and is not as effective 
Reporter: MOLLY DOVE 
Date: JUL 31, 2020 
Time: 6:04 AM, 7:04 AM, 8:04 AM 
Description: The Aspen School District is planning for a hybrid learning model for the upcoming 
2020-2021 school year. At a virtual town hall Thursday, district officials said they expect 
elementary students to return to the classroom on August 26, while middle and high school 
students learn virtually from home. 
 



SOCIAL ISSUES/ RACE AND ETHNIC RELATIONS 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Why The Latinx Community Is Seeing High Numbers Of COVID-19 Cases 
Issue: certain communities within our area are being more affected by the coronavirus, 
highlighting social inequalities 
Reporter: MOLLY DOVE 
Date: JUL 28, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: Latinx are a population that’s been hit hard by the coronavirus. The Latinx 
community makes up about 30% of the County’s population, according to census data, yet 
account for 66% of COVID-19 cases in the county. Pitkin County’s population is 10% Latinx but 
is seeing nearly 23% of its cases from the Latinx community. Some local Lantinx officials 
contribute the disparity to the barriers their community faces when it comes to employment, 
education and communication. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Inspired By Protests, Carbondale Mayor Dan Richardson Looks To Build A More 
Equitable Community 
Issue: police killings elsewhere in the country have highlighted local issues of racial inequality 
Reporter: Molly Dove 
Date: JUL 29, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: The killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers Memorial Day weekend 
sparked protests around the country, including in the Roaring Fork Valley. Dan Richardson, the 
mayor of Carbondale, said those events inspired him to explore racism in the town and find ways 
to build a more equitable Carbondale.  
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Dance And Racial Justice 'Go Hand In Hand' For Aspen Santa Fe Ballet Dancer 
Issue: our area does not have high-profile racial justice events like police shootings, but some 
feel that it is just as important to make social changes here 
Reporter: ELEANOR BENNETT 
Date: SEP 3, 2020 
Time: 6:45 - 6:50 AM, 8:45 - 8:50 AM, and 5:44 - 5:49 PM. 
Description: On a weekend in early June, hundreds of protesters marched through the rainy 
streets of Aspen to call attention to systematic racism and police violence in the wake of George 
Floyd’s death in Minneapolis. The protest was organized by Aspen Santa Fe Ballet dancer, 
Jenelle Figgins, along with local resident Sájari Simmons. Together they co-founded the racial 



justice organization, Roaring Fork Show Up in June. The advocacy group works to dismantle 
systems of racism and oppression through demonstrations, education and virtual events in the 
Roaring Fork Valley.  


