
Stations KAJX and KCJX (Aspen Public Radio) 
Quarterly Listing of Community Issues and Programs 

[January 1, 2022 through March 31, 2022] 
 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS & COVID-19 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Nan Sundeen, Pitkin County's longtime human services director, retires 
Issue: Resort and rural areas face a list of human services challenges; a leading provider explains 
Reporter: Halle Zander 
Date: March 7, 2022 
Time: 8:44 a.m., 4:44 p.m. 
Description:  Nan Sundeen has spent the past 31 years working as director of the human services 
department for Pitkin County. Her last day on the job was March 1, and we asked her to reflect 
on her time in the position, on what people in Pitkin County need and on where to go from here. 
Sundeen helped the human services department grow from a six-person department to a team of 
26. She began in 1991 working with eight nonprofit organizations, and now the department 
works with 72 nonprofits in Pitkin County. In 2002, Sundeen also helped start the Healthy 
Community Fund, which now provides more than $3 million a year to various nonprofits in 
Pitkin County. The county provided another $3 million for food, rent and utility relief during the 
first three months of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
 
WILDFIRES 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Prescribed burns planned in Roaring Fork Valley to mitigate wildfires 
Issue: The U.S. Forest intends to purposely start a list of fires in local areas. 
Reporter: Caroline Llanes 
Date: March 23, 2022 
Time: 8:51 a.m., 4:50 p.m. 
Description: Colorado has seen some of its most severe wildfires over the past several years, 
including 2020's Grizzly Creek Fire in Glenwood Canyon, whose effects were felt by residents 
even a year later in the form of mudslides caused by burn scars. The severity of recent wildfires 
has spurred agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service to take a more proactive approach to 
controlling them, including on White River National Forest Land. One way to do that is by using 
prescribed fires. Aspen Public Radio reporter Caroline Llanes spoke with David Boyd of the 
U.S. Forest Service about the prescribed burns that the agency hopes to complete in the Roaring 
Fork Valley in coming weeks. 
 
 
 

https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/2022-03-23/prescribed-burns-planned-in-roaring-fork-valley-to-mitigate-wildfires


GOVERNMENT 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Adam Frisch runs for Congress 
Issue: A former Aspen city council member seek to unseat the incumbent in CD3  
Reporter: Caroline Llanes 
Date: February 16 and 17, 2022 
Time: 8:51 a.m., 5:50 p.m. 
Description: Former Aspen City Councilman Adam Frisch is running for U-S Congresswoman 
Lauren Boebert’s seat. He joins eight other Democrats and three Republicans—including 
Boebert—in the race for the state’s biggest district. Caroline Llanes spoke with Frisch about his 
candidacy and what he sees as the defining issues in this election.  
 
 
SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Local advocate leads efforts to support racial justice and intercultural understanding 
Issue: Talking with a leading local advocate for racial justice and equity in our community. 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: March 8, 2022 
Time: 8:51 a.m., 5:50 p.m. 
Description:  Sájari Simmons is a local entrepreneur and activist. In the summer of 2020, she 
founded the advocacy group Roaring Fork Show Up. The group led marches in response to 
systemic racism in our community and across the country. Simmons has been leading book and 
film discussions, as well as workshops on intercultural development for individuals and 
organizations, and this month she is launching a new racial justice course. The online class digs 
into a history of racism that led to movements such as Black Lives Matter. The class is also 
designed to help participants learn how to stand up for racial justice in their own lives. She 
recently led an intercultural development workshop on diversity, equity and inclusion for news 
outlets and media groups in the Roaring Fork Valley, including Aspen Public Radio. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Three local leaders share their experiences at Colorado Latino Advocacy Day 
Issue: Local Latino advocates are seeking ways to improve their communities. 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: March 18, 2022 
Time: 7:51 a.m., 4:50 p.m. 
Description: A group of Roaring Fork Valley residents joined more than 300 people in Denver 
recently for Colorado’s 16th Latino Advocacy Day. The annual gathering was started in 2006 by 
a group of advocates, including Alex Sánchez, founder of the local nonprofit Voces Unidas de 
Las Montañas. The event brings politicians and lawmakers together with community members to 

https://roaringforkshowup.org/
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/community/2020-06-12/beyond-the-protests-sajari-simmons-on-the-long-term-work-required-to-fight-racism
https://www.sajariq.com/racial-justice-training-2022/
https://www.sajariq.com/idi/
https://www.latinoadvocacyday.com/


influence legislation on important issues such as environmental justice, immigration and 
reproductive rights. Several local leaders took part in this year’s event, including Beatriz Soto, 
Jasmin Ramirez and Elizabeth Velasco. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Biodiversity study sheds light on how to protect the Roaring Fork watershed 
Issue: Climate change and human use is reducing biodiversity levels 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: January 18, 2022 
Time: 8:51 a.m., 4:50 p.m. 
Description: As the impacts caused by human development and the climate crisis worsen, native 
plants and animals such as elk, deer and bighorn sheep are declining in our region. In response to 
this, a group of local stakeholders conducted a three-year biodiversity study of the entire Roaring 
Fork River watershed. According to Tom Cardamone, a local ecologist and executive director of 
Watershed Biodiversity Initiative, the idea behind “The Roaring Fork Watershed Biodiversity 
and Connectivity Study” is to better understand what habitat areas of the 928,640-acre watershed 
have the most potential for biodiversity and should be protected or restored. The local nonprofit 
Watershed Biodiversity Initiative was created in 2018 to undertake the study. Its partners include 
the U.S. Forest Service, Aspen Valley Land Trust, and Pitkin County Open Space and Trails, 
among others.  
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Pitkin County exploring methane capture at abandoned coal mines above Redstone 
Issue: Methane is a potent greenhouse gas and the mines are a huge source of pollution 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: February 1, 2022 
Time: 8:45 a.m., 4:44 p.m. 
Description: As the impacts of climate change worsen, many are turning their attention to 
methane, a harmful greenhouse gas. Scientists estimate methane is over 80 times more potent 
than carbon dioxide. President Joe Biden and other global leaders have promised to cut 30% of 
methane emissions by 2030. Pitkin County is working with a group of stakeholders to capture a 
large amount of methane that has been leaking out of abandoned coal mines in an area known as 
Coal Basin above the town of Redstone. The area is about a 45-mile drive from Aspen and 
within Pitkin County. In late September, representatives from Pitkin County, Holy Cross Energy 
and U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet’s office, and others hiked nearly 9 miles through golden aspen 
groves to witness the problem firsthand. 
 
 
 

https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/environment/2022-01-18/biodiversity-study-sheds-light-on-how-to-protect-the-roaring-fork-watershed
https://www.watershedbiodiversityinitiative.org/study
https://www.watershedbiodiversityinitiative.org/
https://www.watershedbiodiversityinitiative.org/partners


Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Utility, still battling carbon reality, adds solar farm near Aspen 
Issue: How a regional utility is trying to respond to the human-caused climate crisis 
Reporter: Halle Zander 
Date: February 7, 2022 
Time: 8:45 a.m., 5:44 p.m. 
Description: In 2020, Holy Cross Energy, a utility cooperative, established its "100x30" plan to 
provide 100% renewable energy to its 43,000 members by 2030. Holy Cross is in development 
on a number of solar projects to try to reach this goal. Over the past five years, Holy Cross 
research engineer Chris Bilby has been working with a team to get a solar farm up and running 
near Aspen in Woody Creek. In early October, the solar farm — located eight miles outside of 
Aspen — began producing energy. The project, called Pitkin Solar, sits on 35 acres once used as 
a wastewater sludge field by the Aspen Consolidated Sanitation District. The solar farm provides 
10-12 gigawatt hours of energy over the course of a year, which is enough to power roughly 900 
homes. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Lake Powell levels drop below historic threshold 
Issue: The country’s second biggest reservoir, and a key source of electricity, is threatened. 
Reporter: Halle Zander 
Date: March 17, 2022 
Time: 7:51 a.m., 5:50 p.m. 
Description: Lake Powell reached a historically low level this week. The water level at the Glen 
Canyon Dam is now below 3,525 feet in elevation, just 35 feet above the intake tunnels that 
deliver water to the turbines that produce hydropower for customers across the Southwest. Last 
summer, the federal government mandated water managers in the Upper Basin to release water 
from certain reservoirs so it could flow into Lake Powell. Regional water managers will release a 
plan next month to address the low water levels and to try to prevent federal intervention moving 
forward. Reporter Halle Zander sat down with Heather Sackett, who covers water issues for 
Aspen Journalism, to discuss the details and consequences of the problem. 
 
 
LAND USE, DEVELOPMENT, AND HOUSING 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: As family ranches decline, Carbondale couple share their story of working the land 
Issue: Ranchers putting conservation easements on their land can preserve agricultural values 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: February 14 and 15, 2022 
Time: 8:51 a.m., 4:50 p.m. 
Description: Rex and JoAnn Coffman have been ranching in Carbondale for more than 60 years. 
The couple worked their dairy and beef cattle, raised their three kids on the land and eventually 

https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/community/2022-02-14/as-family-ranches-decline-a-carbondale-couple-shares-their-story-of-working-the-land


leased to other local ranchers. According to JoAnn, the work was hard — but that never stopped 
them. Now in their 90s, the Coffmans recently sold their 141-acre homestead to the Aspen 
Valley Land Trust. The Coffmans contributed more than $1.2 million toward the $6.5 million 
purchase. Garfield County and Pitkin County also helped fund the initial property purchase. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: The city of Aspen is developing a short-term rental policy. There is a lot to consider. 
Issue: The city is wrestling to manage a surge in short-term rentals in residential properties. 
Reporter: Caroline Llanes 
Date: March 10, 2022 
Time: 7:51 a.m., 5:50 p.m. 
Description: On Dec. 8, Aspen City Council unanimously passed Ordinance 27 in a special 
meeting and declared an emergency. The emergency? The lack of affordable housing for long-
term residents and employees in Aspen, as well as the impact of construction and development in 
the city on climate change. The city’s solution? First, a temporary pause on the issuance of 
permits for free-market residential developments, set to expire in June. Second, a pause on 
issuing vacation or short-term rental permits — set to expire in September. The response to 
Ordinance 27 was immediate and contentious. At the City Council’s December meeting, the 
public comment period lasted about 90 minutes, with most people expressing their disapproval. 
 
 
ECONOMY 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Mike Kaplan announces his retirement as CEO of SkiCo in 2023 
Issue: The CEO of the largest employer in our listening area is stepping down 
Reporter: Halle Zander 
Date: March 24 and 25, 2022 
Time: 4:48 p.m., 7:41 a.m. 
Description: Mike Kaplan, president and CEO of the Aspen Skiing Co., announced to staff on 
Wednesday evening that he would be stepping down in April 2023. Kaplan has served in his role 
as CEO for 16 years, and he has been with the company for nearly 30 years. Asked why he was 
leaving, Kaplan said it has been a long time to have this job. SkiCo officials say the company 
will immediately begin efforts to find Kaplan’s replacement. Kaplan will continue to live in 
Aspen and help with the transition. He will also continue working in an advisory capacity for the 
Crown family, who own SkiCo and are part owner of Alterra Mountain Co., which runs 15 major 
ski resorts. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/local-news/2022-03-09/aspen-is-working-to-develop-a-short-term-rental-policy-heres-what-theyre-considering


EMERGENCY/PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Backcountry skiers recall a 2016 helicopter rescue on Indy Pass and remember a 
beloved volunteer 
Issue: A detailed review of a backcountry rescue, and the volunteers who made it possible 
Reporter: Dominic Anthony Walsh 
Date: March 10, 2022 
Time: 7:44 a.m., 4:44 p.m. 
Description: In June 2016, 7-year-old Luke and his father, Adam Roy, set out for what was 
supposed to be a light day of skinning on Independence Pass. But their plans changed when the 
Aspen residents met another backcountry traveler – Karen, from Carbondale. The group also met 
longtime Mountain Rescue Aspen volunteer John Galvin, who died in an avalanche at Maroon 
Bowl two years later. 
 
 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Aspen researcher discusses short-term rental regulations and supergentrification 
Issue: Intense levels of wealth coming into a community can cause displacement 
Reporter: Dominic Anthony Walsh 
Date: February 1, 2022 
Time: 8:50 a.m., 4:50 p.m. 
Description: The City of Aspen and Pitkin County are in the process of regulating certain 
vacation rentals, which are contributing to the area’s skyrocketing cost of living. The debate goes 
deep, touching on issues as abstract — and profound — as how to define “the American Dream.” 
Jenny Stuber is an associate professor of sociology at the University of North Florida. Her book 
“Aspen and the American Dream” (2021) explores Aspen’s economy and political structure. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Author and journalist Heather Hansman considers the future of ski towns 
Issue: Ski towns are facing a housing crisis and economic disruption; an expert reflects 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: February 22, 2022 
Time: 8:45 a.m., 4:44 p.m. 
Description: Heather Hansman is a writer and journalist who also happens to be an avid skier. 
She’s an environmental columnist at Outside magazine, a former editor at both Skiing and 
Powder magazines, and a contributing editor at Backcountry Magazine.Three winters ago, 
Hansman packed her life into her car and spent the season couch-hopping in ski towns across the 
country, including Aspen. Hansman’s inquiry resulted in her latest book, “Powder Days: Ski 
Bums, Ski Towns and the Future of Chasing Snow.” The book digs into the archetype of the self-

https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/community/2022-03-10/backcountry-skiers-recall-helicopter-rescue-on-indy-pass-and-remember-a-beloved-volunteer
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/community/2022-03-10/backcountry-skiers-recall-helicopter-rescue-on-indy-pass-and-remember-a-beloved-volunteer
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/community/2022-02-02/aspen-researcher-discusses-short-term-rental-regulations-and-supergentrification
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520306608/aspen-and-the-american-dream
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/community/2022-02-22/author-and-journalist-heather-hansman-considers-the-future-of-ski-towns


proclaimed “ski bum” and asks whether the idealistic lifestyle can and should still exist today. 
Hansman tells a personal story about the magic of skiing and the people who devote their lives to 
it, but the book is also a response to growing inequity, rising suicide rates and a warming 
climate.  
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Author Paul Andersen on a historic mining battle in Crested Butte and Aspen’s fight 
against commoditization 
Issue: Mountain resort towns in Colorado face challenges from various external forces. 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: March 23 and March 24 5, 2022 
Time: 7:51 a.m. on March 23, 5:48 p.m. on March 24 
Description: In his new book, “The Town that Said ‘Hell, No!’: Crested Butte Fights a Mine to 
Save its Soul,” local journalist Paul Andersen writes about what stopped a proposed mine in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s and what might be able to save mountain towns such as Crested Butte 
and Aspen from commoditization today. 
 
 
NONPROFITS 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Aspen Gay Ski Week returns to sold-out crowds 
Issue: A long running event in the community remains popular and relevant 
Reporter: Halle Zander 
Date: January 17, 2022 
Time: 8:51 a.m., 5:50 p.m. 
Description: Aspen Gay Ski Week officially, which runs through Sunday, marks the first time 
the annual event has hosted in-person events since before the pandemic began in early 2020. 
Ticketed events have been sold out for months. And this year, the week of events coincides with 
the X Games, bringing to town larger-than-usual crowds. Reporter Halle Zander sat down with 
Kevin McManamon, executive director of the nonprofit AspenOUT, to discuss what is new this 
year. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: ‘Bigger than my wildest dreams’: Three local athletes share their experience skiing 
at the Winter Olympics 
Issue: Three athletes, all graduates of the nonprofit Aspen Valley Ski and Snowboard Club, share 
their Olympic experience and the benefits of the ski club, a cultural mainstay in the community. 
Reporter: Eleanor Bennett 
Date: March 11, 2022 
Time: 8:51 a.m., 4:50 p.m. 



Description:  Local freestyle skiers Alex Ferreira and Hanna Faulhaber and cross-country skier 
Hailey Swirbul competed in the Olympic Winter Games in Beijing last month. Ferreira, who 
grew up in Aspen, took home a bronze medal for Team USA in the men’s ski halfpipe. Basalt 
resident and Olympic rookie Hanna Faulhaber finished sixth in the women’s halfpipe. The 17-
year-old has been making waves skiing the superpipe over the past year, starting with her fourth-
place finish at the world championships last spring in Aspen. Aspen Public Radio talked with 
Ferreira, Faulhaber and Swirbul about their experience competing in the Winter Olympics and 
growing up skiing with the Aspen Valley Ski and Snowboard Club. 
 
 
ARTS AND CULTURE 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Who was the real Andy Warhol? Aspen Art Museum explores the many answers 
Issue: A major exhibition explores the life of one of the most important artists in America 
Reporter: Dominic Anthony Walsh 
Date: Feb 21 and 22, 2022 
Time: 5:50 p.m., 7:51 a.m. 
Description: Andy Warhol — one of the most significant figures in modern art — had deep ties 
to Aspen. Before his death in 1987, he spent years cultivating a public persona as an 
idiosyncratic, superficial and unemotional person. An ongoing exhibition at the Aspen Art 
Museum casts light on a more private side of Warhol. “Andy Warhol: Lifetimes”, an exhibit at 
Aspen Art Museum running through March 27, is similar to recent Warhol shows in Toronto and 
London — but this one was curated by Monica Majoli. 
 
Program: Morning Edition/All Things Considered 
Story Title: Florida artists visit Anderson Ranch in Snowmass to explore new ways to work 
Issue: Artists are given a chance for fresh exploration of different mediums 
Reporter: Dominic Anthony Walsh 
Date: March 16, 2022 
Time: 7:45 a.m., 4:44 p.m. 
Description: Fourteen artists from Florida recently wrapped up a five-week stay at the Anderson 
Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass Village through the Oolite Arts residency program. The 
residency was supported by Florida-based nonprofit arts organization Oolite Arts. The five-week 
residency provided plenty of time and space, as well as access to skilled instructors. 
 
 
 

https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/arts-culture/2022-02-22/who-was-the-real-andy-warhol-aspen-art-museum-explores-the-many-answers
https://www.aspenartmuseum.org/exhibitions/316-andy-warhol-lifetimes
https://monicamajoli.com/
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/arts-culture/2022-03-16/floridian-artists-explore-new-ways-to-make-art-at-anderson-ranch-in-snowmass-village
https://oolitearts.org/

