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Radio Quarterly Issues Report  
(Connecticut Public Broadcasting Network)  
July 1, 2016 - September 30, 2016 
 
 
ARTS:  
The Greatest Show on Radio Looks at the Greatest Show on Earth! 
9/21/2016 1:00PM 49 minutes  

The modern circus has been thrilling audiences for over 250 years, but as times have changed, 
so has the circus. What began as little more than an equestrian performance has come to 
include clowns, trapeze artists and even lion tamers. 

Now, as cultural sensibilities change once again, the circus is forced to adapt. Animal acts are 
being phased out, staged events like Cirque du Soleil are taking over, and circus performers 
are pushing their acts to even further extremes to hold the dwindling attention of crowds across 
the country. 

This hour we talk with circus historians and performers, including a member of the world 
famous Wallenda family, about the history and survivability of  "The Greatest Show on Earth."  

 
POLITICS: 
Know Your Candidates: One-on-One With Connecticut U.S. Senate Hopeful Dan Carter 
9/29/2016 9:00AM  49 minutes  

Connecticut Democrat Richard Blumenthal is vying for a second term in the U.S. Senate. His 
challenger? Forty-nine year-old Republican state representative and military veteran, Dan 
Carter. This hour, we sit down with Carter. We talk about his career and his campaign, and we 
take your comments and questions. Do you have something you'd like to ask the U.S. Senate 
hopeful?  

Later, poet Dahlak Brathwaite tells us about his experience writing and performing "Spiritrials," 
a one-man show with a unique take on America's criminal justice system.  

 
ENVIRONMENT: 
The Culture Behind the American Lawn  
8/12/2016 9:00AM 49 minutes 

Hissing sprinklers, humming mowers, buzzing weed whackers: the quintessential sounds of 
summer are also symbols of an American mission -- to craft the so-called “perfect lawn.” This 
hour, we trace the history of American lawn culture and explore some of the latest turf trends. 
From trimming, to fertilizing, to xeriscaping, we want to hear from you. How do you care for 
your lawn during these hot, dry summer months? Later, we also hear about a global 
program that’s helping protect some backyard visitors -- our local birds. 

 

http://ctmirror.org/2016/04/04/gops-dan-carter-announces-for-u-s-senate-nomination/
http://ctmirror.org/2016/04/04/gops-dan-carter-announces-for-u-s-senate-nomination/
http://www.thisisdahlak.com/
http://tedsteinberg.com/books/american-green/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/07/lawns-census-bigger-homes-smaller-lots/489590/
http://ct.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
http://ct.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
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HEALTH: 
The Microbiome: Friend, Foe, or Both  
8/26/2016 1:00PM 49 minutes  

For most of time, microbes ruled the planet alone. Microbes have been around for billions of 
years - long before people ever began to inhabit the earth.  Am I giving you a good picture of 
how small humans are in this grander view of life? We are made of microbes. We leave an 
invisible trail wherever we go and on whatever we touch. They live on and throughout our 
bodies, with many of them concentrated in our guts. 

Since Darwin promoted an ethos of survival of the fittest in his 1859 treatise On the Origin of 
Species, we have viewed microbes as foe instead of friend. This made sense when germ 
theory and newly-discovered antibiotics greatly diminished the death rate from diseases like 
tuberculosis and cholera. 

Yet, the ethos of cleanliness as the path to health still persists despite evidence showing signs 
of an ailing microbiome, including antibiotic-resistant superbugs, a rise in auto-immune 
illnesses like asthma and allergies, and the ubiquitious presence of  hand sanitizers and anti-
microbial products that wipe out healthy microbes.  

A little dirt might be better for our health. The majority of microbes that live on and in us are 
more likely to work with us in a mutually beneficial relationship. They help us digest food, 
unlock valuable nutrients, produce vitamins and minerals missing from our diets, and break 
down hazardous toxins. In return, we feed them well. 

 
GOVERNMENT: 
A Second Look at Governor Malloy's Second Chance Society 
8/4/2016  9:00 AM  49 minutes 
 
This hour, we discuss Governor Malloy's Second Chance 2.0 legislation and find out why 
it failed to pass during the 2016 session. We also look at what some Connecticut 
communities are doing to support re-entry. And we talk to a local restaurant owner about his 
decision to hire ex-offenders. 
 
 
 
BUSINESS:  
International Businesses Put Down Roots in Connecticut 
9/23/2016 9:00AM 49 minutes 

News of General Electric's departure rang loudly across Connecticut this year, causing some to 
point fingers at the state's so-called “anti-business climate.” Still, that hasn't stopped some 
international businesses from putting down roots here. This hour, we find out what and -- 
perhaps more importantly --who is responsible for bringing these businesses to Connecticut. 
How much is the state investing in this effort? And what's the expected return? 

 
 

http://ctmirror.org/2016/05/16/malloy-launches-a-last-try-for-second-chance-2-0-in-2016/
http://www.courant.com/politics/hc-house-special-session-20160602-story.html
http://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/entry/ganim_rolls_out_bridgeports_own_second_chance_society_initiative/
http://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/entry/ganim_rolls_out_bridgeports_own_second_chance_society_initiative/
http://ctmirror.org/2015/12/24/a-governors-visit-to-a-smokehouse-that-offers-second-chances/
http://patch.com/connecticut/trumbull/herbst-ge-departure-proof-ct-has-anti-business-climate-1
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HISTORY: 
The Final Frontier or the Glass Ceiling: The Legacy of Women in NASA 
9/16/2016 1:00PM 49 minutes  
 
As the men of Apollo 11 returned home to ticker tape parades, the women who made their 
journey possible worked quietly behind the scenes. Since its founding in 1958, NASA has been 
heavily reliant on the skills of such women, many of whom have gone unrecognized for their 
bravery and hard work. 

From the largely forgotten "Rocket Girls" of the 1940's and 50's to the Mercury 13 members 
who came after, women have been making large strides in the industry despite getting little 
recognition. But now, thanks to recent books by Nathalia Holt and Martha Ackmann, these 
women of NASA are finally getting the attention they deserve.  

 
SCIENCE/TECH:  
The Future Is Now: Mr. Robot and Our Cyberpunk Reality 
9/14/2016 1:00PM 49 minutes  
 
The cyberpunk subgenre of science fiction emerged in the '70s and '80s with books 
like Neuromancer and movies like Blade Runner set in the early 21st century in a world full of 
high tech and lowlifes, in a society divided and unequal, dominated by mega corporations, 
where the lines between actual reality and virtual reality have started to blur. Sound familiar? 

And now, on television, "Mr. Robot" has become maybe the logical culmination of the genre -- 
a show that tells that same sort of story, but set firmly in our present. As Mr. Robot's second 
season winds down, we look at cyberpunk in film, literature, television... and life. 

 
EDUCATION: 
What's the Value of a Technical Education? 
8/30/2016 9:00AM 49 minutes  

As traditional college graduates shoulder large student loan debt and companies hunt for 
skilled labor, technical and vocational high schools are garnering more attention. Do skills like 
3D printing and precision machining really help students get jobs and higher wages? This hour, 
we explore the value of career and technical education in Connecticut and nationwide. 

We talk with an education policy researcher and with technical school administrators in the 
state. We’ll also hear from a student about why she chose a technical high school. Later we’ll 
get perspective from California where a unique partnership exists between a high school and a 
technology company. It’s the first ever public high school to set up shop on a corporate 
campus. 

 
RACE: 
In the Wake of Deadly Shootings, a Conversation About Race, Guns, and Policing 
7/21/2016 9:00 AM 49 minutes 
 

http://www.businessinsider.com/oracle-high-school-campus-2016-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/oracle-high-school-campus-2016-8
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This hour, community leaders, activists, and law enforcement officers discuss the recent string 
of deadly shootings in Baton Rouge, Minnesota, and Dallas. We consider what's driving these 
horrific acts of violence. Is it racism? Our nation's gun culture? Something else entirely? And 
how do you talk to your kids about all of this? 
 
 
 
The following is a representative list of issues that are regularly reported both on the air 
and on our online platform, WNPR.org: 
 
Addiction, age, agriculture, alcohol, animals, anatomy, Asia, airports, banks, baseball, books, 
brain, bullying, business, cars, celebrities, children, civil rights, cities, climate change, college, 
community, conservation, courts, crime, dance, death penalty, death, debt crisis, disabilities, 
disease, drugs, economy, elderly, energy, elections, environment, ethics, film, free speech, 
government, guns, health, housing, hunger, immigration, industry, jobs, justice, law, media, 
movies, music, oceans, parenting, police, race, religion, science, schools, sexuality, technology, 
theater, transportation, veterans, war, weather, zoning. 
 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/an-overwhelming-feeling-after-baton-rouge-minnesota-dallas-orlando-france/2016/07/18/a091f80e-4d1e-11e6-a422-83ab49ed5e6a_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/an-overwhelming-feeling-after-baton-rouge-minnesota-dallas-orlando-france/2016/07/18/a091f80e-4d1e-11e6-a422-83ab49ed5e6a_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/07/12/us/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-violence-and-race.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/07/12/us/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-violence-and-race.html

