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Following is a list of the treatment of the issues ascertained by WPRV- as the most important to 
our listening community. The list of programs includes the 3 month period ending September 
2019 and is by no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any 
priority of significance. 

The following guests appeared on the Cumulus Community during the 1st 
quarter: 

03-29-20 Mark Hayward, Regional Adminstrator, SBA-RI
                 Cortney Nicolado, CEO, United Way of RI

03-01-20  Joe Devine,  Exec Director, Tech Collective

02-16-20 Jon Marion, Exec Director, Common Cause

01-26-20 Sandi Connors, Director of Marketing, United Way of RI

01-12-20 Linda Katz, Policy Director, RI Economic Progress Institute
                 Rev Tom Wiles, Exec Minister, American Baptist Churches of RI

Issues are also discussed during "AMAZING WOMEN," a 30-minute 
talk program hosted by Deb Ruggiero. It airs Sunday mornings at 
7:30 on WPRO and WEAN and focuses exclusively on women’s 
issues. The show features Deb’s interviews with notable women in 
the community. You can also now listen to the show anytime on the 
website: www.amazingwomenri.com
 
The following is a list of "Amazing Women" programs that aired 
during this quarter:
 
The following is a list of "Amazing Women" programs that aired during this 
quarter:

Jan 6th: COLONEL ANN ASSUMPICO is the 13th Superintendent and the first 
woman to lead Rhode Island State Police in 92 years.  She’s a native Rhode 
Islander who talks about her 40 year career in law enforcement. This includes 
twenty-four years with the State Police, seven years with Coventry police as a 
SWAT Team member, and as the Director of Training for the State Police 
Academy. 
 

http://www.amazingwomenri.com/


Jan 13th: GIRLS ROCK is a nonprofit organization that empowers girls and 
women through music.  Founder and director, HILARY JONES discusses how 
girls from 11 to 18 learn self-confidence, healthy relationships, even public 
speaking!  

Jan 20th: There’s a lot of history buried at sea off the Rhode Island coast. Dr. 
KATHY ABBASS is an archeologist and marine historian who founded the RI 
Marine Archeology Project. She’s located 13 British ships that were sunk in 
Newport Harbor in 1778.

Jan 27th: The conversation around domestic violence often focuses on the 
physical and emotional abuse, but there’s also financial abuse.  CARMEN 
RECALDE-RUSSO is the director of Community Development for the Rhode 
Island Coalition against Domestic Violence. She discusses a financial 
empowerment program, funded by Allstate Foundation that helps survivors 
manage the complex financial challenges of ending a relationship with an abusive 
partner.

Feb 2nd      Dr. BARBARA ROBERTS talks about being the heart doctor for crime 
boos Raymond Patriarca, Sr. in her book, The Doctor Broad: A Mafia Love 
Story.  She discusses her podcast “Crime Town, her work as an activist, and her 
role as a mother and wife.  

Feb 9th       KIM ARCAND is a scientist for NASA’s Chandra’s X-ray 
Observatory.  She discusses her work in astronomy and physics.  She is an 
advocate for young girls and women taking computer science and pursuing 
careers in STE; and more women taking space walks!

Feb 16th     HEIDI BENEDICT is the Archivist at Roger Williams University curating 
exhibits like the Extraordinary Women of the East Bay, and digitizing Bristol’s 
oldest newspaper,The Bristol Phoenix, that dates back to 1833. 

Feb 23rd     Rhode Island Education Commissioner, ANGELICA INFANTE-
GREEN, discusses her strategy for turning the Providence Schools around and 
making education a priority in the state. 

Mar 1st         More than 35% of Rhode Islanders are ‘cost-burdened’ which means 
they spend more than 30% of their income to pay for housing.  44% of Rhode 
Islanders are severely cost-burdened spending more than 50% of their income on 
housing costs which leaves little for other expenses.  BRENDA 
CLEMENT, Director of Housing Works RI at RWU, discusses affordable housing 
and what it to own or rent in each Rhode Island community.  

Mar 8th        Rhode Island has a rich history on land, but there’s a lot of 
history buried at sea.  Dr. KATHY ABASS, the founder of a non-profit RI Marine 



Archeology Project, and conservator AMELIA HAMMOND discuss the many 
storied shipwrecks off the coast and skills scientists need to make these 
discoveries.  

Mar 15th:              The Extraordinary Women of the East Bay exhibit is at the 
Jamestown Library through March.  HEIDI BENEDICT is the Archivist at Roger 
Williams University who curated the exhibit of 60 women from around East Bay. 
One criteria of the Advisory Board  is the women must no longer be alive; 
biographies span centuries from Sakonnet Sachem Awashonka to Julia Pell to 
Mabel Norman Cerio.   

Mar 22nd When our veterans return home, they deserve quality healthcare. Dr. 
SUSAN MACKENZIE is the first woman Director of the Providence Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center. She discusses the medical services available for RI 
veterans and why we must never forget the men and women who never returned 
home.    

Mar 29th:             One out of five Rhode Islanders –our friends and neighbors— 
are served by a Community Action Agency. JOANNE MCGUNAGLE   is the 
executive director of CCAP; she discusses her 40 years at the agency and how 
economic success has changed over the years for many Rhode Island 
families.      


