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SECTION I - ISSUES 

A) Alcohol Abuse – Alcohol abuse is skyrocketing in Minnesota especially with young 

adults. About 10 percent people ages of 18 and 20, and 13 percent between 20 and 24 

admit to abusing alcohol. 

B) Distracted Driving – Distracted driving is responsible for one in four crashes 

on Minnesota roads, according to public safety officials. From 2012 to 2016, it 

contributed, on average, to 59 deaths and 223 serious injuries annually in the state. 

C) Foster Care– Nearly 17,000 kids were placed in Foster Care in Minnesota in 2018.  

D) Opioid Epidemic– Since 2000, opioid overdoses have skyrocketed by 1,000 percent 

in Minnesota and deaths have grown by 600 percent. 

 

SECTION II – RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS 

Date(s) 

Aired 

Program 

Name 
Related Issue Description of Issue Discussed Duration  Time  

4/14 Minnesota 

Matters 

Alcohol 

Awareness 

April is Alcohol Awareness Month. 
The Department of Human 
Services offered info for those in 
need. 

7 minutes 8 am 

4/28 Minnesota 

Matters 

Distracted 

Driving 
Department of Public Safety 
discussion on the dangers of 
distracted driving and educating 
about Minnesota’s new hands-
free law 

7 minutes 8 am 

5/19 Minnesota 

Matters 

Foster Care Educating the public on the need 
for foster parents and the 
guidelines to apply to provide 
care. 

7 minutes 8 am 

6/16 Minnesota 

Matters 

Opioid/Overdose 

Crisis 

An addiction expert discussed the 

epidemic and ways Minnesota law 

7 minutes  am 



enforcement plans to be part of the 

solution.  

  

 
 
MINNESOTA MATTERS – Provided by Minnesota News Network and focused on issues 
that matter to Minnesotans, this show airs Sundays at 8am and goes till 8:30am. 
 
4/7 This week, State of the State unpacked, A Minnesota voice covering the Final 
Four, a local family's fight for cancer research funding, and a local partnership to keep 
the grass green at Minnesota's newest athletic venue.     
             
       
4/14 This week: hands-free becomes law, state lawmakers head into spring break, 
President Trump to visit MN, April is Alcohol Awareness Month, NCAA Final Four recap 
             
           
4/21 This week: Trump visits MN, lawmakers on break, teen suicide awareness, 
pelican migration to MN.         
             
   
4/28 This week: the latest from the State Capitol, DPS educating public about new 
hands-free law, spring wildfire update, Nickelodeon Universe at MOA designated as a 
Certified Autism Center.         
             
   
5/5 This week: Mohammed Noor verdict, the latest from the State Capitol, local 
filmmaker on new Jacob Wetterling doc, MN wineries.     
             
       
5/12 This week: budget negotiations at the State Capitol, MN fishing opener, First Ave 
exhibit at History Center, new T-Wolves Pres of B-ball operations Gersson Rosas.  
             
          
5/19 This week: budget deadlock at State Capitol, foster care in MN, UofM efforts to 
improve elderly care, MN corn growers on the impact of tariffs 
             
            
5/26 This week: Special sessions/divided gov't, Little Crow Water Ski Team celebrates 
40 years, Gopher Football Coach PJ Fleck 
             
            
6/2 This week: session wrap up with Hamline University Prof David Schultz and 
Carleton College Prof Steven Schier, MN Sec of State Steve SImon on election security, 



big cat sanctuary in Sandstone, Gopher softball with U of M A-D Mark Coyle  
             
          
6/9 This week: unfinished business at the State Capitol, D-Day remembrance, teens 
and screens, Kevin Warren B1G 10 commissioner.      
             
      
6/16 This week: insulin discussion continues at State Capitol, overdose epidemic in 
MN, Dept of Corrections Commissioner Schnell, U of M coaches tour wrap up.  
             
          
6/23 This week: Summer Special Olympics, Pollinator Week, Paul Bunyan's Axe on 
Tour, an Ode to Joe Mauer         
             
   
6/30 This week: Sen Klobuchar in the Dem debates, gray wolves, Omar 
controversy/measles prompt international travel caution/ Bob Newhart comes to 
MN/Vikings training camp. 
  
INFOTRAK – This public affairs program discusses a variety of subjects.  It runs weekly, 
Sunday mornings from 730am to 8am. 
 
4/6/19 Breaking The Bamboo Ceiling - Recent data shows that while many Asian 
American excel in academics, they are no more likely to end up in top management or 
professional careers. One factor: The so-called bamboo ceiling. Then, what leads to 
binge drinking among young people? An expert says it may be the need for social 
acceptance. 
 
4/13/19 Being Prepared If Terror Strikes - With stories about terrorism in the news, its 
natural to wonder how you would respond to an attack close to home. We’ll hear from a 
domestic counter terrorism expert. Then, an inspirational story of redemption from a 
former prison inmate who turned his life around and now mentors young people. 
 
4/20/19 The Recycling Crisis - Every wondered what happens to the stuff that you toss 
in the recycling bin? For decades, America’s recyclable waste was processed in China. 
But now, the Asian giant refuses to accept most US recyclables. Then, recent research 
shows that kids that participate in team sports may have greater brain development, 
and lower rates of depression. 
 
4/27/19 How Algorithms Are Shaping Our Lives - In today’s high-tech world, algorithms 
are shaping our decisions on a daily basis. But are there risks in giving artificial 
intelligence so much control over our lives? Then, a leading psychology expert says that 
bias occurs naturally in everyone. In come in to play even when we try treating others 
equally. 



 
5/4/19 The Measles Epidemic - Measles is an extremely contagious virus. And 
reportedly, the disease is spiking worldwide. But most don’t realize that measles can be 
fatal, and there are dangers for those who survive the disease. Then, despite safer 
designs and warning labels, the rate of injuries from lawn mowers remains high. Too 
often, youngsters are victims of these accidents 
 
5/11/19 The State of Medicare and Medicaid - Millions of Americans are counting on 
Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid for support in their golden years. But these 
programs are facing serious financial challenges in the years ahead. Then, teens that 
spend countless hours unsupervised on the internet may later become targets of adult 
sexual predators. 
 
5/18/19 Transitioning From College To The Real World - For many college graduates, 
transitioning to a rewarding career can be a challenge. Are colleges really preparing 
students for success in the professional world? Then,food poisoning infections have 
increased nationwide, as diagnostic tools have improved. An expert has helpful advice 
to avoid becoming the next victim. 
 
5/25/19 Winning The Money Game In College - It’s a fact- going to college costs a lot of 
money. But how much you pay depends on how much you know. An expert shares tips 
to help you avoid taking on debt. Then, if you get a ticket while driving these days, your 
insurance rates may spike. How much? An insurance analyst has the details. 
 
6/1/19 Disappearing Rural America - What’s happening with rural America? 
Populations are shrinking, as rural counties wrestle with long term declines and job 
losses. Then, does power encourage a culture of bullying and harassment in the 
workplace? And what is the best way to address those problems without fear of 
retribution? 
 
6/8/19 Push-Ups and Heart Health - What’s a better way to measure cardiovascular 
health than the typical treadmill test? The answer may be as simple as seeing how many 
pushups you can do. Then- where does recycled waste end up? Knowing the answer to 
that question encourages consumers to recycle more. 
 
6/15/19 The Retirement Piggy Bank - We’ve all heard the advice to save money for 
retirement. But one piece of advice that seems to be missing is how much money we 
should be setting aside. An expert answers that question, along with more advice. Then, 
recent research has found that there may be harmful chemicals in certain food 
packaging. A scientist shares advice on what to look out for. 
 
6/22/19 A Simple ‘Weigh’ to Avoid Vacation Weight Gain - Many adults gain a 
pound….or two or three… during vacations or holidays, and never lose those pounds. 
We share a daily 20-second activity that can help you avoid weight gain. Then, millions 



of Americans are stressed due to an epidemic of anxiety. A psychotherapist has advice 
to reduce the stress. 
 
 
SECTION III - PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
1520 The Ticket supplies tens of thousands of dollars in unpaid air time to support local 
and national campaigns that help people in our community. Listeners and community 
leaders can also submit their events to be included on our site.   Delivered throughout 
the day, we air 30 second and 60 second recorded PSA’s from local, state, and national 
organizations.   
 
4/1 - 4/14 Unleash the SHE: This race celebrates women's Strength, Health, and 
Empowerment while raising funds for ovarian cancer research and awareness. We 
promoted on-air, online, and emceed.        
             
    
4/15 - 5/5 Litter Bit Better: The Townsquare Media Rochester team promoted this 
annual community clean up event on-air and online. Our team also participated by 
picking up litter around town.         
             
   
4/22 - 5/3 Annual Restoration Celebration: We helped promote Next Chapter 
Ministries' Annual Restoration Celebration, an event aimed to help reduce crime within 
the community.          
              
5/6 - 5/21 Mental Health Awareness Month: We ran PSAs promoting our local chapter 
of the National Alliance on Mental Illness and the resources they have available. 
Information was also posted to our website.       
             
    
5/27 - 6/11 Power of the Purse:  We promoted this annual fundraiser for the United 
Way with PSAs, on-air mentions, and a featured story on our website. Proceeds will be 
used to support the United Way’s education programs in Olmsted County.  
             
          

6/10 - 6/21 Relay For Life: The American Cancer Society is on a mission to free the 
world from cancer. This is their biggest fundraiser in Olmsted County. We promoted 
with PSAs, on-air mentions, and hosted the event. Proceeds go to funding and 
conducting research, sharing expert information, supporting patients, and spreading the 
word about prevention.  

 


