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Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: October 7, 2017, 7:00 AM  
Issues: Education, Family     Length: 22 min. 
Issues: The Environment, Education      
We grow up hearing nursery rhymes and fairy tales that deal with good and evil. All of us fondly 
remember the cartoons of our youth and the stories we grew up with. We talk to Soman Chainani 
about authoring a new entry into the catalogue of mythology and his attempt to course-correct the 
lessons more modern stories have been teaching our children. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Soman 
Chainani, author of The School for Good and Evil. 
 
Bats are often thought of as scary or dangerous. But two experts tell us… they’re actually very 
helpful! They eat the insects we so desperately try to rid our yards and neighborhoods of. We 
explore the benefits of bats, and why their numbers are decreasing in alarming numbers. Host: 
Marty Peterson. Guests: Jodi Sedlock, Associate professor of biology, Lawrence University; Don 
Mitchell, author of Flying Blind: One man’s adventures battling buckthorn, making peace with authority, and 
creating a home for endangered bats. 
 

 
Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: Oct. 14, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issues: Education, Child Rearing   Length: 22 min. 
Issue: Pop Culture, Television     

Sending your child off to school can be tricky, especially in the years before kindergarten. Dr. 

Sharon Bouffard, a developmental psychologist, says doing so can make a big difference in 

your child’s education. We explore the importance of high-quality pre-k schooling, and tips for 

parents on how to spot a good program from a bad one. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Dr. Sharon 

Bouffard, author of The Most Important Year: Pre-Kindergarten and the Future of Our 

Children 
 

For decades, we’ve loved stories where characters can travel through time. What is it about this 

seemingly straight-forward concept that draws us in and keeps us compelled all these years 

later? We talk to pop culture psychologist Dr. Travis Langley. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: 

Dr. Travis Langley, author of Doctor Who Psychology: A Madman with a Box. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program: Across The Aisle    Date/Time: October 14, 2017, 11:00 AM 
Issue: The Environment    Length: 60 min. 
Issue: Gun Rights  
Issue: Healthcare 
 
Nile riverbeds are drying up, the so-called “death of the Nile” and the implications for smaller 
subsaharan countries to lose this source of economic power and reliable fresh water.  
 
The National Rifle Association (NRA) supports banning bump stocks as it relates to gun control.  
Pros/cons discussed in depth, especially in light that some Truman students are gun owners.  
 
President Trump’s executive orders that impact the Affordable Care Act/Obamacare. The panel 
discussed the implications for millions of Americans unable to afford healthcare if Obamacare were 
completely repealed. 
 
Truman Student Panelists: Isaac Hampton, (host); Joshua Glor; Erik Deetz; Hillary Albert. 
 

 
Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: October 21, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issues: The Elderly, Health    Length: 22 min. 
Issues: Mental Health, Family 
Issue: Film, Culture 
As we get older, we all will suffer from some memory loss. The question becomes what memory 
loss is a normal byproduct of getting older and when is it a sign of a larger problem, like 
Alzheimer’s Disease. We talk to experts about this question, and what, if anything, we can do to 
avoid losing their memories. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Martha Weinman Lear, author of Where Did 
I Leave My Glasses?: The what, when, and why of normal memory loss; Dr. Marwan Sabbagh, author of The 
Alzheimer’s Answer: Reduce your risk and keep your brain healthy. 
 
Narcissists are always thinking about themselves. While this takes a toll on their wellbeing, it also 
takes a big toll on the people around them. We talk about the disorder and tips for people who feel 
they’re drowning in the orbit of a true narcissist. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: Dr. Linda 
Martinez-Lewi, author of Freeing Yourself from the Narcissist in Your Life. 
 
Blade Runner 2049 is a sequel worth watching at the theater, but there is some confusion about how 
best to see its predecessor, Blade Runner. We discuss the merits of each and where to best watch the 
films. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: October 28, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issues: Fear of Public Speaking, Education Length: 22 min. 
Issues: Education, History 
Issue: Mental Health  
If you’ve had to speak in public, you know the nerves that come with public speaking. So you 
probably also know the pain of umming, uhhing, or misspeaking. We explore where these vocal 
blunders come from and what they might mean for Truman State students. Host:  Gary Price.  
Guests: Michael Erard, author of Um: Slips, Stumbles and Verbal Blunders and What They Mean. 
 
There are 48 states in the continental United States. Some of them have borders that make a lot of 
sense, like Illinois which is flanked by rivers. But what about Michigan, Rhode Island, and so many 
others? We talk to writer Mark Stein about the borders that we’ve come to take for granted. Host:  
Marty Peterson. Guests: Mark Stein, author of How the States Got Their Shapes. 
 
John Green is best-known for his 2012 hit novel The Fault in Our Stars. His latest book, Turtles All 
The Way Down chronicles the life of a teen with OCD. Drawing on Green’s experiences with the 
disorder, the book offers a great story and pulls back the curtain on a misunderstood mental 
disorder. 
 

 
Program: Across The Aisle    Date/Time: October 28, 2017, 11:00 AM 
Issue: Taxes      Length: 60 min. 
Issue: Drugs/Addiction  
Issue: Education 
U.S. House passed a budget blueprint for President Donald Trump's tax plan.  The panel explained 
and discussed the ramifications of tax reform.   
 
President Trump declared an opioid epidemic a national public health emergency, but some people 
say he fell short. 
 
The panel discussed a piece by the Atlantic that suggested the decline of the Midwest's Public 
Universities, and what affect it will have on our economies.  What is the impact for institutions, 
such as Truman State and communities, such as Kirksville? 
 
The panel: Isaac Hampton, Erik Deetz, Joshua Glor, Carolyn Klamm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: November 4, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issue: Cultural Communication   Length: 22 min. 
Issues: Sustainability, The Environment 
We’ve all been amused or annoyed by someone’s bumper sticker, but have you ever stopped to 
think that these strips of adhesive paper with the pithy statements on them could actually mean 
something?  We talk to a teacher and philosopher about the deeper meanings of popular bumper 
stickers. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Jack Bowen, philosopher and teacher at Menlo School in 
Atherton, CA and author, If You Can Read This: The philosophy of bumper stickers. 
 
Typically, we think of gardens as a place meant to look nice or grow some vegetables. But gardener 
and author Benjamin Vogt says he believes gardens can be about cultivating a better environment 
and reconnecting humans with the nature around us. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: Benjamin 
Vogt, Garden Designer with Monarch Gardens and author, A New Garden Ethic: Cultivating Defiant 
Compassion for an Uncertain Future. 
 

 
Program: Across The Aisle    Date/Time: November 4, 2017, 11:00 AM 
Issue: Immigration     Length: 45 min. 
Issue: The Economy 
Australia has barred Papau New Guinea refugees from immigrating. Refugees remain in legal 
limbo, many are refusing to leave the designated holding center on Manus Island north of 
Australia. Discussed immigration and refugee protocol. 
 
Jerome Powell has been nominated for Federal Reserve Chairman.  Discussed Powell’s 
background, qualifications (or lack thereof), and predictions for his term, if approved by the Senate.  
 
The panel: Isaac Hampton, Erik Deetz, Joshua Glor, Carolyn Klamm. 
 

 
Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: November 11, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issue: Education      Length: 22 min. 
Issue: Health  
Issue: Charitable Giving 
American high school students are way down the international list when it comes to math scores. Is 
there something we could be doing to make learning math a simpler task? Host:  Gary Price. 
Guests: Bob Sun, inventor of The 24 Game and First in Math; Jason Wilkes, author, Burn Math Class: 
and reinvent mathematics for yourself. 
 
Sleep is the single biggest thing we can do to help our physical and mental health both in the short-
term and long-term. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: Matthew Walker, professor of neuroscience and 
psychology at the University of California-Berkeley and author, Why We Sleep: Unlocking the power of 
sleep and dreams. 
 

Chance the Rapper has won three Grammys, headlined Lollapalooza, and given millions in charity. 
We talk about his impact of giving as example for others.  Host: Evan Rook.                                         
 



Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: November 18, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issue: Terrorism      Length: 22 min. 
Issues: Crime, Law Enforcement 
Issue: Sexual Assault 
Americans pride themselves on never forgetting the attacks and terrorism of our history, but 
somehow a 1920 attack on New York City has slipped through the cracks. Author Jed Rubenfeld 
talks about the first car bomb attack on Wall Street, the backdrop for one of his historical fiction 
novels. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Jed Rubenfeld, author of The Death Instinct. 
 
New gadgets and programs are constantly being invented. We talk to two leading experts on the 
subjects to highlight some of the software and hardware helping police and lawyers find the right 
criminals and get them convicted. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: Lee Reiber, COO for Oxygen 
Forensics Inc.; Jerry Ropelato, CEO of White Clouds. 
 
With sexual assault allegations coming against some of Hollywood’s top producers, directors and 
stars, director Ridley Scott is taking a big step to distance his movie from Kevin Spacey’s soiled 
reputation. Host: Evan Rook. 
 

 
Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: November 25, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issues: Charity, Parenting    Length: 22 min. 
Issues: Race, Diversity 
Issue: Youth Culture 
During the holidays, many parents fret over the materialistic messages their children are exposed 
to. Viewpoints talked to a mom and an author who together have created a children’s book and 
game designed to make giving back to others a fun pursuit. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Sarah Linden 
and Tyler Knott Gregson, co-authors, North Pole Ninjas: Mission: Christmas 
 
At the beginning of the 20th century, W.E.B. Du Bois revolutionized scientific sociology, but was 
denied accolades because of his race. Now, we talk to scholars about what exactly Du Bois did to 
improve the study of sociology and what his impact truly was. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: Aldon 
D. Morris, professor of sociology and African-American studies at Northwestern University, 
author of the book, The Scholar Denied: W.E.B. Du Bois and the birth of modern sociology. 
 
Greta Gerwig’s new film Lady Bird offers a fresh perspective on the coming-of-age story and 
seems bound to play a major role in this year’s awards season. Host: Evan Rook 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: December 2, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issues: Science, Climate Change   Length: 22 min. 
Issue: Social Activism 
Issue: Racism 
We think of scientists as needing a lot of training before we can trust their findings. But for 
centuries, citizen scientists, not scientists by trade, have made some of the biggest discoveries. We 
talk to two experts about the need for average citizens to be the eyes and ears of big data collecting 
projects. Host: Gary Price.  Guests: Mary Ellen Hannibal, author, Citizen Scientist: Searching for heroes 
and hope in an age of extinction; Geoff LeBaron, director of Audubon Society’s annual Christmas Bird 
Count. 
  
Jack London is known for his rip-roaring adventure books, but he was also a social activist. We 
discover how London’s own journey informed his writing, and how his books and stories reflect 
the plight of exploited workers and impoverished women and children. Host: Marty Peterson. 
Guests: Cecelia Tichi, William R. Kenan Jr. Professor of English and professor of American 
Studies at Vanderbilt University, author, Jack London: A writer’s fight for a better America. 
 
The Simpsons is a cultural institution. But one character, Apu, is a racist stereotype, and some Indian-
American actors and comedians think it’s past time for a re-evaluation. Host: Evan Rook.                                         
 

 
Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: December 9, 2017, 7:00 AM 
Issues: Careers      Length: 22 min. 
Issue: Workplace 
Issue: Music, Culture 
 
As college students explore potential career paths, exactly what does a book editor do? We talk to 
an editor himself who explains to us what an editor does to get the book from a manuscript to the 
finished copy on store shelves. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Peter Ginna, literary editor and author, 
What Editors Do. 
 
When you’re the new person at the office, in the neighborhood or at a party it can be an awkward 
situation, especially if you’re not the most gregarious person. Our guest discusses the issue and 
offers advice on how to navigate various situations when you’re the newbie in the room. Host: 
Marty Peterson. Guests: Keith Rollag, Associate Professor of Management, and Chairman of the 
Management Division at Babson College, Wellesley, MA, and of author of What to Do When You’re 
New: How to be comfortable, confident and successful in new situations. 
 

It’s all around us: the sounds of the holiday season. We explore some of the classics and modern 
hits that make December truly the most wonderful time of the year. Host: Evan Rook. 
 
 
 
 
 



Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: December 16, 2017, 10:00 AM 
Issues: Small Business Concerns   Length: 22 min. 
Issue: Workplace 
Issue: Culture, Media Violence 
 
Diners are an American staple. It’s where you stop for a piece of pie and a cup of coffee from coast 
to coast. But diners are slowly disappearing to larger chains. We talk about the waitresses who make 
the diners function and the culture behind the career. Host: Gary Price.  Guests: Candacy Taylor, 
author, Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress. 
 
It may seem like the best way to create a business is to only include the best and the brightest. But 
limiting your group to any standard, even Ivy League-education, can lead to groupthink. We talk to 
one expert about how cognitive diversity can improve the results for a school, business, or even an 
entire society. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: Scott E. Page, Leonid Hurwicz Collegiate Professor at 
the University of Michigan and author, The Difference: How the power of diversity creates better groups, firms, 
schools and societies. 
 
This year, low-cost, violent horror movies like “Get Out” made big noise at the box office and 
now, the awards conversation. We discuss one man responsible for the trend: producer Jason 
Blum.  Host: Evan Rook. 
 

 

 
Program: Viewpoints     Date/Time: December 21, 2017, 10:00 AM 
Issues: Technology Concerns, Family  Length: 22 min. 
Issue: War, Peace 
Smart phones and social media apps take up a lot of time for many Americans. We can’t watch TV 
or sit at the dinner table without checking for notifications or scrolling Twitter simultaneously. 
That’s what worried Christina Crook, who took a 31-day vacation from the internet to reconnect 
with her physical life. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Christina Crook, communications professional and 
author, The Joy of Missing Out: Finding balance in a wired world. 
 
Christmas 1941 came just weeks after the devastating attack on Pearl Harbor dragged America into 
World War II. We talk to historian Stanley Weintraub about how America was getting ready for 
war while trying to celebrate the holiday season. Host: Marty Peterson. Guests: Stanley Weintraub, 
historian, author of Pearl Harbor Christmas: A world at war 1941. 
 
Netflix’s Black Mirror is like The Twilight Zone for the digital age. We discuss the show, its 
technologies, and how the unsettling drama has found a foothold exploring the future of our 
world. Host: Evan Rook.  
 
 


