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LOCAL ISSUES 
San Mateo County Today #29: Redwood City Transportation Planning/SM County 
Weights and Measures 

April 1 at 5:00pm 
In segment one, host Marshall Wilson interviews Jessica Manzi the Redwood City 
Transportation Planner about the citywide transportation plan. In segment two, he talks to Fred 
Crowder, the San Mateo County Agricultural Commissioner who is the Sealer of Weights and 
Measures. 
 
Pen Voice #287: Connections for Aging Well and #289: San Mateo County Office of 
Sustainability 
April 15 at 5:00pm 
Host Dani Gasparini discusses a new collaboration between the Sequoia Healthcare District 
and the70 Strong group. The Healthcare District funds healthcare projects and coordinates 
volunteers in Central through Southern San Mateo County. 70 Strong coordinates healthcare 
services focused on older members of the community. Lee Michelson, CEO of Sequoia 
Healthcare and Theodora Kyle-Singer, the Lead Navigator for 70 Strong discuss how the two 
organizations work together to serve the health care needs of certain segments of the 
community. In segment two, Dani talks to Kim Springer, Interim Deputy Director of the San 
Mateo County Office of Sustainability, about RICAPS, the Regionally Integrated Climate Action 
Planning Suite.   
 
Pen Voice #282: First Five in San Mateo County 

April 22 at 5:15pm 
Host Dani Gasparini interviews Kitty Lopez, Executive Director of First 5 San Mateo County. 
First 5, focusses on development during the first five years of a child’s life with programs 
devoted to health, education, and family life. It was created in 1998 when CA State Prop 10 
passed, creating a funding model through tobacco taxes. There is a First 5 operating in every 
county in the state. Dani and her guest discuss the achievements of the organization in its 
nearly 20 years of operation and then talk about new initiatives. 
  
San Mateo County Today #30 Charles Stone, Mayor of Belmont  

May 6 at 5:00pm 
Host Marshall Wilson talks to Charles Stone, the Mayor of Belmont about infrastructure 
improvements and the concept of the “Belmont Village Center,” a plan to create a town center 
with centralized services and “downtown” type development.  Measure I, a .5% general sales 
tax will be used to improve streets, storm drains, and some beautification. Mixed use projects on 
El Camino will address affordable housing needs. Davy Glen Park will open later this year. 
 



San Mateo County Today #31: Bob Grassilli, Mayor of San Carlos Mayor & Pradeep 
Gupta, Mayor of South San Francisco 
May 13 at 5:00pm 
Marshall talks with Bob Grasilli about transit oriented development along El Camino in San 
Carlos. Apartments and condos will be built near the Laurel Avenue shopping district. 
Population and density will change. San Carlos continues to be a desirable town to live in.  
With Pradeep Gupta, Marshall talks about Gupta’s experience as council member and how it 
compares to being mayor as he interacts with council members and county supervisors. South 
San Francisco’s biotech industry continues to grow and more research and office park 
development continues east of HWY 101.  
 
San Mateo County Today #32: Jay Benton, Hillsborough Town Council member and 
Ricardo Ortiz, Mayor of Burlingame 

May 20 at 5pm 
Host Marshall Wilson discusses with Hillsborough Town Council member Jay Benton and 
Burlingame mayor Ricardo Ortiz projects and problems shared by the towns of Burlingame and 
Hillsborough. An early collaboration was the Central County Fire department, created 14 years 
ago that serves both communities. In the case of traffic management on El Camino, both towns 
joined together to negotiate with CalTrans about the best solution. Burlingame provides 
wastewater treatment for Hillsborough. Both towns face similar infrastructure problems. Sea 
level rise, water conservation, and maintaining the water distribution and disposal systems are 
also common problems. 
 
Pen Voice #295: Kainos Home and Training Center and Pen Voice #292: Deryk Daquigan 
City of San Mateo’s Clean Water Program 

May 27 at 5pm 
In segment 1, host Dani Gasparini interviews Andy Frisch, Kainos Executive Director and Tod 
Ostrom, Kainos resident and Special Olympics World Winter Games Gold medal winner. The 
Kainos dance troupe represented the United States in the 2017 Special Olympics World Winter 
Games in Graz, Austria.   Special Olympics Ambassador, Louis Van Amstel (of Dancing with the 
Stars) invited Kainos clients to this once-in- a-lifetime opportunity and choreographed their 
performance. Kainos’ Vocational Services program is designed to serve adults with disabilities 
in community based employment. Their programs promote independence, self-sufficiency, 
emotional well-being and increased financial independence. 
In segment 2, Dani talks with Deryk Daquigan, Deputy Program Manager of the Clean Water 
Program of the City of San Mateo Public Works Department. Aging infrastructure, the at 
capacity water treatment plant, and new demands for sustainability and environmental concerns 
makes the Clean Water Programs projects extremely important at this time. All told, there are 
$900M in projects. 
 
San Mateo County Today #28: Don Horsley, President of the San Mateo County Board of 
Supervisors and Rick Bonilla, Deputy Mayor of San Mateo 

June 3 at 5:00pm 
Host Marshall Wilson interviews Don Horsley, President of the San Mateo County Board of 
Supervisors. They discuss traffic issues in the county and how that impacts economic 
development. Homelessness another issue within the county and several initiatives were 
discussed. Next, Deputy Mayor Rick Bonilla from the City of San Mateo talks about housing and 
business development, city minimum wage, downtown development – including expansion 
eastward towards HWY 101. They also discussed Peninsula Clean Energy, a joint powers 
project now provides electricity throughout San Mateo County. 
 



San Mateo County Today #34: Sam Hindi, Vice-Mayor of Foster City and Jon Mayes, 
Editor of the San Mateo Daily Journal 
June 10 at 5pm 
Land use, traffic, infrastructure, economic development, education, and community engagement 
are priorities for the Foster City council. Foster City now has a Communications Director to 
coordinate community engagement activities to facilitate on-going opportunities for civic 
engagement. The Hwy 101 and HWY 92 junction was discussed as a major traffic issue. Foster 
City now sponsors along with San Mateo, a car pool matching system. Foster City is working 
with FEMA and 18 regional groups in levee rebuilding to buttress Foster City against sea level 
rise.  
The San Mateo Daily Journal is now 17 years old. It focuses on local news and national and 
international issues’ impact at a local level. They discuss how a newspaper can be a catalyst for 
regional engagement. They discuss the concept of “fake news” and how the accusation of it 
distracts from actual issues and problems. 
 
Pen Voice #296: Redwood City Art on the Square and Pen Voice #301: Dr. Jei Africa  
June 17 at 5pm 
Host Dani Gasparini talks about Redwood City’s Art on the Square with Beth Mostovoy, the 
Producer of Art on the Square and Jodi Paley, Director of Artist Outreach & Communication. 
In segment two, Dani interviews Dr. Jei Africa, San Mateo County Health's Director for Office of 
Diversity and Equity, about the opening of the county’s new LGTBQ+ Community Center. 
 
 

LOCAL HISTORY AND CULTURE 
Kamla Show #133H: Noah Cowan and SF International Film Festival 

April 15 at 5:00pm 
Kamla speaks with Noah Cowan, Executive Director of San Francisco International Film 
Festival, the oldest film festival in the US. 2017 marks the 60th anniversary of the festival. 
Cowan talks about the films, guests and highlights of the film festival that runs from April 5th 
through April 19th, 2017.  
 
Pen Voice #281: San Carlos Hometown Days 

April 22 at 5:00pm 
Host Dani Gasparini interviews Don Eaton, Former San Carlos Mayor/Hometown Days 
Volunteer, and Adrienne Werner, Chair of Hometown Days about the upcoming May festival.  
This is the 37th year for the event at Burton Park.  
 
Kamla Show #111H: Women in Science and Technology: Dr. Rajni Agarwha-Hashmi  
April 23 at 7:30pm Kamla talks with Dr. Rajni Agarwha-Hashmi, Associate Professor and 
Medical Director, Pediatric Cell Transplant Program at Stanford Children’s Health. Dr. Agarwha-
Hashmi is involved with pioneering work with stem cell transplants. She shares how she chose 
to pursue her career in medicine and her mother’s advice to specialize in pediatrics. Dr. 
Agarwha-Hashmi interest in stem cell therapy came in and unexpected manner and a rare 
chance to work in the field influenced her decision to specialize in stem cell transplant research. 
 
Chefs A' Field #207H: Food Defines Family 

May 4 at 3:30pm 
California Surfer Grows Vietnamese Specialties. Chef Charles Phan: The Slanted Door and Out 
The Door - San Francisco, CA Charles Phan is the visionary executive chef of San Francisco's 
world-renowned Slanted Door. In this episode, the James Beard Foundation Award-winning  



 
chef and his family head to Santa Cruz, home of surf-loving farmer Joe Schirmer's Dirty Girl 
Produce, which grows the unique Asian ingredients used by Chef Phan. The Phan family 
gathers and sells at the Santa Cruz Farm Market, then it's back to the kitchen, where Chef Phan 
and his children whip up Asian specialties with an American twist.  
 
California's Gold #1012:  Abalone 

June 11 at 6:00pm 
They were once a mainstay on menus throughout California. They have gone from a California 
tradition to near extinction. The Native Americans who once lived up and down the coast of 
California were the original abalone eaters. Not only did they use the flesh for food; they used 
the mother of pearl shells for their crafts. Huell visits a very early midden pile in Pt Lobos State 
Reserve and learns about its history. The Japanese were the firsts to harvest abalone 
commercially in California and were diving for them as early as the turn of the century. Huell 
visits the site of one of the early Japanese abalone canneries. He goes to Monterey Bay to 
watch as one of the original divers go for a dive in an authentic 1930's suit and Huell joins a 
group of school kids as they pound, cook and eat a little piece of California's Gold. 
 
The Kamla Show #138H: Amy Guittard 
June 11 at 7:30pm 
The Guittard Company has been in the SF Bay Area for almost 150 years. Noted for their 
quality chocolate, they are a family run company. Amy Guittard, represents the fifth generation 
of the family and the first woman to work in the chocolate company. She is director of marketing 
and involved the development of sustainability practices for the company. 
 
Impact of the Frolic #0H 
June 11 at 9:30pm 
In the summer of 1984, archaeologist Thomas Layton unearthed some unexpected Chinese 
artifacts at a Native American site in Mendocino County, California. Driven to discover their 
origins, Dr. Layton set out on a quest to solve the riddle of the mysterious potsherds. These 
potsherds had been recovered from a cargo of Chinese porcelain spilled from a Gold Rush 
shipwreck. How these altered the perception of Chinese immigration into the United States and 
its impact on both sides is the subject of this film. What he eventually uncovered was the story 
of vast cultural connections and a shipwreck that impacted California forever. 
 
Stories from the Clarke #101H: The Clarke Collections 
June 17 at 9:30pm 
Focusing on the early culture of Eureka CA. waterfront area. Cecile Clarke's mission to 
celebrate Northwestern California's cultural diversity with museum collections such as the 
Native American objects held by the Clarke Historical Museum. The collection of Yurok, Karuk, 
and Hoopa tribal artistry is considered the best in the world. 
 
Growing a Greener World #619H: Design Tips for a Small Space Garden  
June 23 at 5:30pm 
More people are moving into metropolitan cities, where yards are becoming smaller or even 
non-existent. From apartments to condos to in town homes on zero-lot lines, one thing persists: 
the desire to have a garden. It's actually easy to have a lush and beautiful garden on a balcony 
or terrace. We explore some of the latest techniques of small-space gardening and visit some 
very small gardens with big impact in the San Francisco area. 
 
  



The Kamla Show Special #120H: Guglielmo Winery 

June 25 at 7:30pm 
Kamla talks to Gene Gugliemo about the wines of Santa Clara Valley (Silicon Valley) , one of 
the oldest wine growing regions of California, about the wines from his family vineyard. 
Guglielmo shares how his grandfather came from Piedmont in Italy to the San Francisco Bay 
area. After working in San Francisco, his grandfather bought a vineyard and started making 
wines. Today, Guglielmo Winery is the oldest continuously family owned and operated winery in 
Santa Clara Valley. 
 

 

ACTIVISM 
Standing on Sacred Ground #101: Pilgrims & Tourists 

May 4 at 11:00pm 
Around the world, indigenous communities stand in the way of government megaprojects. In the 
Russian Republic of Altai, traditional native people create their own mountain parks to rein in 
tourism and resist a gas pipeline that would cut through a World Heritage Site. In northern 
California, Winnemem Wintu girls grind herbs on a sacred medicine rock, as elders protest U.S. 
government plans to enlarge one of the West's biggest dams and forever submerge this 
touchstone of a tribe. 
 
My Voice: One Man's Journey to Overcome the Silence of Autism #0H 

May 22 at 10:00pm 
A young autistic man fights to help others who, like him, were born without the ability to 
communicate. Watch the inspiring true story of Matt Hayes as he navigates life and finds his 
place in the world as a defender of human rights for non-communicative autistic people. 
 
We are Superman #0H 

June 4 at 10:00pm 
Kansas City has suffered from hyper-segregation for over 60 years. Troost Avenue lies in the 
heart of KC. Troost draws a geographic line between black and white, rich and poor. A growing 
movement unites to transform Troost from a dividing line into a gathering place. On the corner 
of 31st Street and Troost Avenue, a community of people are battling against prejudicial 
legislation, exploitative corporations, and a stereotype that has stigmatized the urban core since 
the suburban revolution. This is the story of their work, their vision, and how they are no longer 
waiting on a Superman to come save them. 
 
Stories in Thread #0 
June 4 at 11:30pm 
Stories in Thread focuses on Hmong Pa Dau or Story Cloths. The hand-made textiles are 
integral to what it means to be Hmong in America. The Hmong fought alongside American 
Soldiers and CIA operatives as a secret army in the Vietnam War. When the war was lost they 
faced a campaign of genocide. Many came as refugees to the United States. Despite this 
significance of Pa Dau to identity and cultural survival, the art form is disappearing. The 
perspective of the elder generation, the fighters and refugees from Laos, is expressed in their 
own Hmong language and their fear of cultural loss is immediate and painful. The story of 
Hmong Pa Dau is the story of identity change and perseverance, it is an exploration of the 
refugee and immigrant experience, and also a commentary on contemporary minority issues in 
America. 
 
 



Relocation, Arkansas - Aftermath of Incarceration #0 

June 5 at 10:00pm 
In 1942, nearly 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry were forced into prisons in the interior 
because they looked like the enemy. Two of those prison camps were in Arkansas, a land of 
deep racial divide. Paul Takemoto's mother and grandparents had been imprisoned in one of 
the Arkansas camps. Ashamed of his heritage and deeply rebellious, he didn't want to know the 
details. A man of powerful revelations: of his past, of his parents' past and what they mean to 
his self-identity, he grieves over lost time and years spent fighting a ghost he never understood. 
After the war, Richard Yada's family refused to return to California, where violence against 
Japanese Americans was worse than it had been before the war. They became sharecroppers 
in Arkansas. But a code of segregation in the South ruled every interaction. A person could be 
only be black or white. Where did these non-white, non-black newcomers fit in? Mayor Rosalie 
Gould's deep Southern accent belies a fierce determination. Her neighbors threatened her life 
because she had the audacity to see the prisoners not as the enemy, but as Americans who 
had been wronged. 
 
Immense Possibilities #602: Growing Food, Plants & People 

June 8 at 5:00pm 
With less than 5% of the world's population, our country houses 22% of its prisoners. Would that 
change if ex-convicts had dignified, fairly-paid work? Two groups that train hard-time prisoners 
to grow food and to start and run plant-centered businesses are changing the future for ex-
convicts, and beginning to change the shameful statistics. 
 
Denial: The Dad That Wanted to Save the World #0H 

June 17 at 11:00pm 
Denial falls squarely into a long tradition of documentaries that start by examining one subject 
before an unexpected twist complicates and enriches the initial investigation. Starting out as an 
important exploration of energy use and abuse, the film soon takes a sharp turn into the politics 
of gender identity. The energy debate and transgender issues, two thorny topics that at first 
glance seem miles apart, are ultimately united by the struggles of one man trying to confront 
issues that most people would prefer to ignore. 
 
Black America #125H: My Brother's Keeper with Michael J. Garner 
June 25 at 8:00pm 
100 Black Men was established in 1963 when a group of concerned African American men 
began to meet to explore ways of improving conditions in their community. Michael J. Garner, 
President of 100 Black Men sits with Carol Jenkins to discuss the foundation of 100 Black Men, 
the schools they have developed and how they are grooming young men to be future leaders. 
The night before this taping, a video was released of a man, Alton Sterling who was killed by 
police officers in Baton Rouge, LA. The following day, another man was killed in Missouri by an 
officer after being pulled over for a broken tail light. In this discussion, Carol Jenkins and 
Michael J. Garner watch the horrific video of Alton Sterling and discuss how our young black 
men should deal with their anger and how to handle themselves if ever found in a similar 
position with an officer. 
 
Penny: Champion of the Marginalized #0 
June 26 at 11:30pm 
A multi-dimensional portrait of Penny Cooper, a celebrated criminal defense attorney, art 
collector, supporter of female artists, and protector of the underdog. Cooper's life brims with 
stories mirroring the profound changes in our country from the 1940s to the present. In this 



revealing documentary, Cooper proves herself quite the raconteur with seemingly unlimited 
anecdotes. Her stories are engaging; sometimes funny, and sometimes distressing. The film is 
a collection of these moments as told by Cooper and the people who have been impacted by 
her dynamic spirit. The talented lawyer and art enthusiast offers a unique perspective on 
important social narratives such as criminal justice, the artists and collectors who generate 
today's global contemporary art market, gender equality, and more. Through it all, she has 
found herself at the center of dramatic social progress for women. A role model and pioneer, 
Cooper perhaps owes much of her success in transcending the glass ceiling to her unwavering 
resilience, fortitude and infamous humility. 
 
Painted Nails #0 

June 27 at 11:00pm 
Van Hoang is a Vietnamese immigrant and nail salon owner in the blue-collar Mission District of 
San Francisco She sees her American dream begin to crumble with the discovery that her 
health problems, which include two heartbreaking miscarriages, are the result of the toxic 
chemicals in products used in her salon. She finds herself involved in the national fight for safe 
cosmetics, an industry that has had no oversight or legislation for safety since 1938. In a well-
told and beautifully crafted film, viewers will cheer the shy Van on as she becomes a key 
catalyst in the fight to bring reform to an $8.54 billion industry that touches the lives of nearly 
every woman in America. 
 
 

EDUCATION 
Barefoot College #0H 
April at 7:30pm 
This documentary follows a unique community based education program in rural India. While 
seemingly far removed from the American experience, it offers telling lessons for how the 
current debate around educational reform might be focused and curriculum transformed in the 
United States. At Barefoot College, located in the Indian State of Rajasthan, education takes 
place off campus, in nearby impoverished villages, among all age groups, with a unique 
interdisciplinary curriculum intimately encompassing rural village life and the issues villagers 
must grapple with. Filled with poignant and insightful interviews, this cross cultural documentary 
offers powerful insights not only in terms of addressing world poverty, but changing possible 
education outcomes here at home. 
 
  

ENVIRONMENT 
Shifting Sands: on the Path to Sustainability #0 

April 30 at 7:00pm 
For more than a century, North America's giants in manufacturing (US Steel, Standard Oil and 
Bethlehem Steel) and preservationists battled over a 47-mile stretch of sandy shore along Lake 
Michigan that contains one of the most diverse ecosystems on the planet-the Indiana Dunes 
region. While the factories provided jobs and contributed to the community's economic growth, 
they also wiped out a tremendous amount of rare habitat, and polluted the waterways. This 
documentary takes a look at the decades-long effort to create the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore amid the presence of heavy industry along Lake Michigan. It also highlights the 
collaborative effort to clean up and restore the region. The clash over the Indiana Dunes-
considered to be the birthplace of ecological science in North America-would lead to the 
creation of public policy with worldwide impact, and it would give the United States one of its 



first urban National Parks. Today, that decades-old battle has transformed into a new model of 
cooperation, where industrialists and environmentalists, once bitter adversaries, are now 
working together to steer this community toward sustainability. 
 
Managing Risk in a Changing Climate #0H 

May 3 at 10:00pm 
With relative rates of sea level rise among the highest in the world, the Louisiana coastal region 
has been called the "canary in the coal mine" for climate risk. "Managing Risk in a Changing 
Climate" examines how scientists and the region's decision makers and citizen stakeholders 
came together to create an action plan to fight catastrophic climate impacts from rising seas and 
violent storms.  
 
Saving Sea Turtles: Preventing Extinction #0H 

May 10 at 10:00pm 
 
 
Late each autumn, hundreds of sea turtles strand on Cape Cod due to hypothermia. For more 
than 25 years, the New England Aquarium and the Mass Audubon Wellfleet Bay Wildlife 
Sanctuary have worked together to rescue, rehabilitate and release thousands of these sea 
turtles, mostly Kemp's Ridleys, the world's most endangered sea turtle. Over the last decade, 
the number of stranded turtles has steadily increased, but the late autumn of 2014 saw an 
unprecedented event as more than 1,200 cold-stunned sea turtles washed ashore. This 
massive wildlife emergency marshaled an inspiring response that reached from individuals to 
the federal government. This is the story of the Kemp's Ridley and how humans pushed a 
healthy population to the precipice of extinction and are now slowly helping it to recover. 
 
Quietest Place on Earth #0H 

May 17 at 10:00pm 
The Hawaiian Islands are the most remote major island group on earth. On the second-largest 
island of Maui, the Haleakala volcano rises 10,000 feet - nearly two miles - into the sky. And the 
massive crater located at its summit carries the unique distinction of "The Quietest Place on 
Earth." For some, the exquisite stillness of this stark volcanic landscape can mimic a religious 
experience, while for others, it simply inspires a deeper awareness of humans' place in nature. 
Explore Maui's geological and spiritual birthplace.  
 
Walking In Two Worlds #0H 
June 17 at 10:00pm 
Walking in Two Worlds journeys to the Tongass to reveal its splendor and shed light on the 
devastation and division resulting from the Settlement Act. The Tongass is rich with old-growth 
trees, salmon-filled rivers and wildlife. Alaska's Tlingit and Haida Indian tribes have depended 
on this forest for their culture and survival. The Settlement Act resulted from a massive collision 
of Washington bullying, big business and Native American naivete. The result was a swath of 
tragic scars in a magnificent forest wilderness. Natives struggled to adapt to new roles as 
corporate shareholders. For one Native brother and sister, this transition divided them. While 
the brother led the native corporation's clear-cut logging, his sister became a fierce leader in the 
battle to stop the destruction. Then a life-threatening illness drew them back together as one 
sibling offered the other a life-saving gift. A story of division and redemption plays out showing 
the possibility of healing both the forest and the native community. 
 
 



HEALTH 
It's "Just" Anxiety #0H 

May 2 at 11:00pm 
A revealing documentary that introduces a dozen people from diverse backgrounds who 
describe their personal struggles with this mental health condition. Filmed over a period of five 
years, the documentary follows several individuals with anxiety symptoms ranging from 
excessive worry and fear to more extreme manifestations such as compulsive behavior and 
torturous panic attacks. With more than 40 million Americans suffering from anxiety, the 
documentary aims to destigmatize and humanize this debilitating yet treatable mental health 
issue. The inspiring real-life stories presented in the program demonstrate how those who suffer 
from this mental health issue can begin the path to recovery. 

 
 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL EVENTS AND 
POLICY ISSUES THAT IMPACT THE BAY AREA 
Great Decisions in Foreign Policy #806H: Latin America 

April 21 at 6:30pm 
Once known for economic and political turmoil, the majority of nations in Latin America are now 
constitutional democracies. Shifting away from the "revolutionary" leftist economic policies, Latin 
Americans are combining left-leaning social agendas with more pragmatic governance. 
 
American Forum #227H: The President's First Year: Part 8: Race and the Presidency 

May 6 SPECIAL SERIES Former U.S. Attorney General ERIC HOLDER and Black Lives Matter 
leader DERAY MCKESSON discuss current racial tensions and the role of the president in 
easing them. 
 
American Forum #231: Did They See This White House Coming? 

June 3 at 5:30pm 
Trump biographers Michael Kranish and Marc Fisher on the new president and what to expect 
next. 
 
American Forum #233H: Where Does The GOP Go Next? 
June 12 at 7:30pm 
Neocon writer and commentator Bill Kristol on the future of the Republican Party and 
conservative politics in the wake of the election of President Donald Trump. 
 
Black America #121H: The Criminal Justice System with Christina Swarns 

June 11 at 10:00pm 
Christina Swarns, Litigation Director of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., 
which was founded in 1940 by Thurgood Marshall is our guest this week on Black America. For 
75 years, The NAACP Legal Defense Fund has fought many battles such as Brown v. Board of 
Education, the Fair Housing Act, Chicago's discriminatory hiring practices and mandating to test 
poor children for lead poisoning. President Obama called LDF "the best civil rights law firm in 
American history". In this episode of Black America, Carol Jenkins will discuss our criminal 
justice system with Christina Swarns, while focusing on the death penalty. 
 
 



ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICA HERITAGE MONTH (May) 
Pacific Heartbeat #601: Mele Murals 

May at 11:00pm 
Mele Murals is a documentary about the transformative power of art through the unlikely union 
of graffiti and ancient Hawaiian culture. At the center of the story are two renowned street artists 
- Estria Miyashiro (aka Estria) and John Hina (aka Prime) - a group of Native Hawaiian youth, 
and the rural community of Waimea. Through their stories Mele Murals shows how public art 
and Native Hawaiian traditions transforms the 
artists, students and community. 
 
Five Years, Five Stories 
May 8 at 10:00pm 
When a massive earthquake and tsunami struck Japan's Tohoku region five years ago, life as 
people knew it was instantly gone. What remained were feelings of loss, pain and devastation. 
Among the survivors were children, who experienced the disaster and its aftermath at an 
impressionable time in their lives. The documentary shares five stories of those children, looking 
at how they have struggled with the past, and follows them as they search for a way to move 
forward. 
 
Hafu #0H 

May 8 at 11:00pm 
With an ever increasing movement of people between places in this transnational age, there is a 
mounting number of mixed-race people in Japan, some visible others not. "Hafu" is the 
unfolding journey of discovery into the intricacies of mixed-race Japanese and their multicultural 
experience in modern day Japan. The film follows the lives of five "hafus"-the Japanese term for 
people who are half-Japanese-as they explore what it means to be multiracial and multicultural 
in a nation that once proudly proclaimed itself as the mono-ethnic nation. For some of these 
hafus Japan is the only home they know, for some living in Japan is an entirely new experience, 
and others are caught somewhere between two different worlds. 
 
Hidden Legacy: Japanese Traditional Performing Arts in the WWII Internment #0H 
May 9 at 11:00pm 
Using historical footage and interviews from artists who were interned, this film tells the story of 
how traditional Japanese cultural arts were maintained at a time when the War Relocation 
Authority (WRA) emphasized the importance of assimilation and Americanization. Various 
essays and studies concerning the camps have been published, but have focused on the 
political and legal aspects of the internment, while hardly mentioning cultural and recreational 
activities in the camps. When cultural and recreational activities have been documented, they 
have focused on American culture, such as baseball and swing music. This film will be the first 
major presentation of the existence of traditional music, dance and drama in the camps. It 
includes stories of 19 artists in the fields of music (koto, nagauta shamisen, shakuhachi, shigin, 
biwa), dance (buyo, obon) and drama (kabuki) who were interned at Tule Lake, Manzanar, 
Amache/Granada, Rohwer, Gila River, and Topaz. 
 
Lost Child: Sayon's Journey #0H 
May 15 at 11:00pm 
A story of the Cambodian genocide (1975-1979) and its lasting impact through the eyes of a 
former Khmer Rouge child soldier. Narrating in his own voice, Sayon Soeun confronts his 
haunting childhood experiences during Cambodia's darkest hour – the genocide claimed an 
estimated 1.7 million people - revealing for the first time the horrors he witnessed and his 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_Pacific_American_Heritage_Month


struggles as he came of age. The Khmer Rouge abducted Sayon at the age of six, robbing him 
of both family life and an education, and forced him to carry out the brutal dictates of 
the Pol Pot-led Maoist regime. After four years, Sayon and hundreds of thousands of citizens 
and fellow soldiers fled west to Thailand, ending up in makeshift refugee camps along the 
border. From there, he transitioned to an orphanage, where he was adopted by a loving 
American family from Connecticut. This moving and powerful film, winner of a Cine Golden 
Eagle Award, follows Sayon's first journey back to his home country in 35 years to find the 
family he thought he lost forever and to forgive himself for his complicity as a Khmer Rouge 
soldier. The film builds to a suspenseful conclusion as Sayon receives the results of DNA tests 
that will confirm or refute his relationship to the people he meets in Cambodia 
 
Of Race and Reconciliation 
May 21 at 10:00pm 
This documentary chronicles the Chinese experience in America around the year 1885. That 
was the year the Chinese residents of Tacoma were forcefully expelled from the city against the 
backdrop of increasingly alarming and even violent tensions between American citizens caught 
in an economic downturn and Chinese immigrants seeking opportunity in "Gum San," or the 
Land of the Golden Mountains they had heard about in America. Of Race and Reconciliation 
producer Forrest Burger traveled through six states to take an unflinching look at this period in 
time, but also document how the tensions between American citizens and immigrant 
populations provide relevant lessons in today's political climate, and in Tacoma's case, how far 
efforts toward reconciliation have come. 
 
 

LGBT PRIDE MONTH (June) 
Big Joy: The Adventures of James Broughton #0H 

June 11 at 10:pm 
A key player in the artistic renaissance of San Francisco after World War II, James Broughton 
fathered a child with film critic Pauline Kael, wrote poetry alongside Allen Ginsberg and 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, received an award from Jean Cocteau at Cannes, and went on to push 
the boundaries of artistic expression and sexual liberation. While celebrating the impact of 
Broughton's art, the documentary also explores his deeply intertwined creative and personal 
lives. For a man who joyfully embraced life and preached "follow your own weird," the 
repressive McCarthy era brought inner turmoil and even an attempt to "straighten himself out." 
Ultimately, Broughton's experimental films and poetry helped free both his own spirit and that of 
a new generation. 
 
The Campaign #0H 
June 20 at 11:00 
Heartbreaking and inspiring, The Campaign is a human drama that follows ordinary people 
compelled by a passionate belief in equality to go far beyond their everyday selves. They're 
caught in the political firestorm of one of the largest social issue campaign the U. S. has ever 
seen: the campaign to defeat California's Proposition 8 and to defend same-sex marriage. With 
exclusive access to the statewide headquarters of "No on 8," the story tracks Holli, Claudia, 
Richard, Anne, and Alison through emotional battles to protect their families, their rights, and 
their dignity. They learn that growing social acceptance does not always translate into votes, but 
that participating in the political process transforms them - win or lose. The passage of Prop 8 
was a great shock to many, not only in California but across the nation and around the world. 
Growing social acceptance and isolated legal gains have produced a sense that increased 
LGBT legal protection is imminent. Yet at the time of the 2008 election, 31 states had voted 



against gay marriage at the ballot box. The story is much more complicated than a "Yes" or "No" 
vote. The film holds universal themes and appeal: the mixed emotions of family relationships, 
self empowerment through activism, and the struggle in deciding how much of oneself to 
sacrifice for the cause. Characters drive the story of The Campaign, from their initial confidence 
that Prop 8 will be defeated, through their frustrating experiences of unfavorable polling 
numbers, to their heartbreaking 52-to-48-percent defeat on election night, and the turmoil 
beyond.  
 
Out & Proud In Chicago #0 
June 26 at 10:00pm 
This documentary charts the history of Chicago's lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
community from the 19th century to the present by telling the stories of famous and unsung 
LGBT Chicagoans: a retired schoolteacher, a successful businessman, a community activist, a 
bar owner, a lawyer and a social service worker. Each recounts their own extraordinary stories 
of struggle and success - from coming-out experiences and supporting anti-discrimination laws 
to founding Chicago's earliest gay-rights organization and defying the federal government's 
indifference towards people with AIDS. Through their voices, OUT & PROUD tells the story of 
the LGBT citizens who helped shape the face of a city. 
 

Anyone and Everyone #0 

June 27 at 10:00pm 
Stories of families from Utah to North Carolina and Wyoming to New York, all connected by a 
common thread - a gay child. This poignant documentary depicts families representing a wide 
range of religions, nationalities and political leanings. During the film, parents of homosexual 
teens and young adults eloquently recall their initial reactions to their child's coming-out and 
their sometimes difficult journeys to acceptance. Some showed unconditional support; others 
struggled with their child's sexual orientation, either fearing alienation from their extended 
family, their church or community or failing to understand the universal nature of homosexuality. 
 
The Day It Snowed In Miami #0H 

June 28 at 10:00pm 
This documentary traces the political activism behind an equal-rights statute in Miami, and how 
it galvanized the gay rights movement in Florida and beyond. Thirty five years ago, as 
snowflakes prepared to dust palm trees in a city known for its warmth, Miami-Dade 
County lawmakers unknowingly debated an issue that would ignite a political maelstrom. The 
seemingly benign ordinance - essentially an addendum to the county's existing anti-
discrimination legislation - sought to prohibit discrimination in housing, public accommodations 
or employment based on the basis of "affectional or sexual preference." On Jan. 18, 1977, a 
throng of conservatives led by singer and Florida Orange Juice spokeswoman Anita Bryant 
packed downtown commission chambers in protest. The commissioners ultimately passed the 
ordinance by a narrow 5-3 margin, but Bryant vowed to lead a repeal - and succeeded. The 
ordinance set back the gay-rights movement for decades; it took more than 20 years for Miami-
Dade to revive and pass the law.  
 
Murder in Montrose: The Paul Broussard Legacy #0H 
June 28 at 11:30 
In 1991, Paul Broussard, a 27 year old gay man, was murdered on the streets of Houston, 
sparking a deafening outcry. The crime served as a wake-up call that highlighted all of the 
harassment and mistreatment experienced by the LGBTQ community. Through the 
documentary, we explores the aftermath of this pivotal event – from civil unrest to hate crime 



legislation; from victim's rights to political activism, Houston and the nation would never be the 
same again. 
 

 

SOCIAL CHANGE 
Coming of Age in Aging America #0H 
May 23 at 11:00pm 
It's widely accepted that most Americans are living decades longer than any generation in 
human history. This longevity has far-reaching implications for society, and experts, policy 
makers and the general population are only just beginning to grapple with how to reframe our 
thoughts on aging. What does it mean for communities, programs and policies, and how we live 
and work? America's social and economic institutions will - and must - change to adapt to a 
staggering demographic transformation where more than half of the world's population will 
eventually be over the age of fifty. The program examines the current social security system; 
looks at the data being collected on the aging brain and body at a Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) lab; explores a town re-designing itself for multi- generational use; and 
observes a large medical system remolding its work environment to both retain older workers 
and welcome younger ones. The exploding population shift, its impact on society, and the need 
to see the reach and magnitude of the changes an aging America will bring are brought into 
focus. 
 
No Going Back: Women and the War #0H 

May 31 at 10:00pm 
North of the Mason-Dixon line, the Industrial Revolution factories. In the agrarian, antebellum 
South, no such exodus occurred. Many Southerners perceived the forces of modernization - 
including the early rumblings of the women's suffrage movement - as a threat to their traditional 
way of life. However, as Fort Sumter fell in April of 1861, so too would many firmly held cultural 
and societal beliefs about "a woman's place." Hardships and hunger forced ill-prepared, isolated 
and often uneducated Southern women into the public sphere to demand relief from the 
government and advocate for policy changes. This documentary explores how the lives of 
women, and their roles in society, changed during and after the Civil War. 
 
When I'm 65 #0H 
June 12 at 11:00pm 
Challenging longstanding myths about retirement and living longer, and exploring changing 
attitudes toward work, debt, housing and the financial realities of the 21st century. The program 
looks at how aspirations and financial planning for retirement have changed. This multi-
generational approach examines how Baby Boomers, Generation X and Millennials are facing 
and planning for retirement. The issues, generational influences, and human behavior are 
examined, while providing useful information and potential solutions. 
 
The Open Mind #3743: Can Civility Survive? 

June 17 at 6:30pm 
Guest: Keith Bybee. Keith Bybee, author of "How Civility Works," talks about finding common 
ground in our public discourse. 
 
Free to Rock #0H 
June 20 at 10:00pm 
American rock and roll contributed to the end of the Cold War. In the eyes of the Soviet Ministry 
of Culture, western rock music combined the twin evils of spreading the English language and 



encouraging illicit free enterprise. It was prohibited by the Soviet and Eastern Block authorities 
and deemed as propaganda. However, the "soft power" of American rock music was pumped 
into Eastern Europe and the USSR by Voice of America and Radio Free Europe. This forbidden 
music inspired thousands of underground rock bands and tens of millions of their passionate 
supporters. Their enthusiasm for rock and roll became a youth movement that openly defied the 
Communist government.  
 

Black America #126H: Eliminating Inequality in America with Darren Walker 
June 25 at 8:30pm 
On this episode of Black America, we will discuss eliminating inequality in America with Ford 
Foundation President, Darren Walker. Find out why Darren Walker has become the person to 
watch in solving America's problems 
 
 

VETERANS 
Fly Boys: Western Pennsylvania's Tuskegee Airmen #0H 
May 21 at 11:00pm 
Telling the story of struggle and the ultimate triumph of the brave African-American soldiers who 
served their country during World War II, the film chronicles the "Tuskegee Airmen" program, a 
controversial military initiative designed to measure African-Americans' competence for flying 
the engines of war. This fascinating documentary features the stories of the more than 40 
aviators from western Pennsylvania, including the pilots, navigators and bombardiers who flew 
fighter and bomber planes during the war, as well as the maintenance and support staff, 
instructors and personnel who kept the planes in the air. 
 
Searching for Home: Coming Back from War #0H 
May 31 at 10:30pm 
"Searching for Home: Coming Back from War" explores, in their own words, the Truth, the 
Healing and the Hope of veterans from all generations returning home from war and their 
search for the "home" they left behind-physically, mentally and spiritually. From World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam to modern-day conflicts, Searching for Home is a multi-generational 
documentary that chronicles the journey from battlefield to home front and the search for 
healing and eventually hope. 
 
Stories of the Mind #102H: Veterans 

June 8 at 11:00pm 
PTS, survivor's guilt and reintegrating into civilian life these stories illustrate the challenges 
some vets face, and successful ways they overcome. 

 

 
 


