
QUARTERLY ISSUES 4TH Q 2020… 

 

(Colorado Matters airs at 9am & 7pm Monday – Friday) 

• Colorado Matters  

 

Oct. 1, 2020: Does Colorado Have Enough PPE? Preserving History Then 

& Now 

 

Heading into colder months and a possible surge in COVID-19, does Colorado have 
enough PPE? Then, he survived a plane crash 50 years ago that killed most of his 
teammates; now he's cycling to make sure they're not forgotten. Plus, preserving 
history then and now. And, a book that hopes to remove the stigma surrounding 
menstruation. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:   Climate change 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/1/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  Governor Polis has signed a climate action plan into law – with 

specific targets to reduce Colorado’s greenhouse gas emissions. Now there’s a 

roadmap of sorts to get there… 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Oct. 2, 2020: One-On-One With CD-3 Candidate Diane Mitsch Bush; 

Charlie Burrell Turns 100 

 

Diane Mitsch Bush, the Democratic candidate for Colorado’s third congressional district, 
shares her stances on climate change, healthcare, guns and more. Then, celebrating the 
“Jackie Robinson of classical music” — legend Charlie Burrell turns 100 this weekend. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 5, 2020: Colorado’s COVID-19 Cases; Debating Prop 113, The 
National Popular Vote 

 
With the President, First Lady, and members of the White House staff diagnosed with COVID-19, we get 

perspective on the status of the virus in Colorado. Then, debating Proposition 113 which deals with the 

national popular vote. Plus, a visit to the Mother Cabrini Shrine in Golden as the state marks its first 

Frances Xavier Cabrini Day. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Education; Pandemics 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/5/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  Pandemic learning is making problems of all sorts for students, 

including what to do at recess. A visit to classroom 132 in Westminster to see how 

things are going… 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 6, 2020: ICE Detainees Find Help In Casa De Paz; The ‘New 
Normal’ For Wildfire Crews 

 
When people are released from the ICE detention center in Aurora, many have nowhere to go. That's 

where Casa de Paz comes in. It's also the subject of a new documentary being released online today. 

Then, how officers of color are trying to change police culture from within. And, a firefighter talks about 

handling wildfires during the pandemic. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Education: Pandemics 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/6/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   Part 2 of the visit to room 132 of Josephine Hodgkins Leadership 

Academy. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 7, 2020: Budgets, Fees, Taxes & Ballot Measures; A Travel 
Writer Who’s Grounded 

 
Your taxes and the state's finances are controlled, in part, by constitutional amendments with names 

like TABOR and Gallagher. This election, voters will answer questions about both. CPR's Andrew Kenney 

helps sort through Amendment B and Props 116 and 117. Then, back inside Room 132 in Westminster. 

And a travel writer finds herself grounded in Colorado. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Elections; Mail in voting 

DATE & TIME:  10/7/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

SUMMARY:   A look into Colorado’s widely hailed all mail ballot elections. A CPR 

investigation finds more than 100 thousand otherwise legitimate ballots have 

been rejected and uncounted over four elections. 

 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 8, 2020: What 3rd CD’s Boebert Says On Health Care, Energy; 
‘The Queen of Denver’ 
 
In Colorado Congressional District 3, Republican Lauren Boebert has declined repeated requests for an 

interview, so we explore her positions on pressing issues. Then, national perspective about COVID on 

campus and how Colorado compares. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Economy; Transportation  

 

DATE & TIME:  10/9/20 @ 7:45am & 4:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   Amtrak’s daily long-distance services are being cut to three days a 

week including the Southwest Chief and the California Zephyr. Both have multiple 

stops in Colorado. A look at the potential impact of those changes. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 9, 2020: Efforts To Solve Health Care Inequities Amid COVID; 
Fall Gardening Questions 

 
COVID-19 has been disruptive for everyone, but the data shows it's hit people of color the hardest. We 

look at the work being done to solve the inequities in health care that the pandemic has highlighted. 

Then, an expert gardener describes some of the interesting crops growing in people's gardens and 

answers your questions during the harvest season. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Unemployment; Pandemics; Wildfires 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/12/20 @ 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   Massive unemployment. And forests ready to burn. Some think the 

new problems might just call for an old solution: A 21st century Civilian 

Conservation Corp. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 12, 2020: US Senate Debate Between Cory Gardner & John 
Hickenlooper 

 
Today: The US Senate debate between Republican incumbent Cory Gardner and Democrat John 

Hickenlooper. The two debated Friday, October 9, at the Denver7 studios. Panelists are CPR's 

Washington, D.C. correspondent Caitlyn Kim and Denver Post political reporter Justin Wingerter. Denver 

7 anchor Anne Trujillo moderates 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 13, 2020: From Ballot Integrity To Ballot Issues, What Voters 
Will Consider 

 
Today, we're focused on elections, from ballot measures to ballot integrity. CPR investigative reporter 

Ben Markus talks about what he found about rejected ballots in previous elections. Also, what measures 

may drive voters to cast ballots in Denver. And, the Purplish team discusses the statewide ballot issues 

and what message voters may send this election year. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 14, 2020: Flu Season Predictions; The Man Who Rowed From 
California To Hawaii 
 
An outlook on this year’s flu season and the likelihood of a “twindemic.” Then, Boulder’s Tez Steinberg 

spent 70 days at sea rowing from California to Hawaii. He’s the first person to make the journey in one 

try. Later, an update on allegations of racist behavior and a failure to protect football players against 

COVID-19 that rocked Colorado State University. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Mental health 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/15/20 @ 7:44am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   El Paso County is launching a new initiative to help people navigate 

the ups and downs of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 15, 2020: What Will It Take For Childcare & Restaurants To 
Outlast The Pandemic? 

 
There are more children in Colorado who need childcare than there are spaces available, and the 

pandemic's only made the situation worse as some facilities close. What will it take to overcome? Plus a 

respected Boulder restaurateur has a message for Congress about his struggling industry. And "On 

Something" elevates the idea of cooking with cannabis. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Elections; Mail in voting 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/15/20 @ 8:44am & 4:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   Signature validation is the number one reason ballots might be 

rejected in Colorado. A look at the issue and what folks can do about it. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Drought: Farming & Ranching 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/16/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   Colorado’s drought keeps getting worse. For western Colorado it’s 

been the driest summer on record, and farmers and ranchers are struggling.  
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 16, 2020: Hickenlooper On Health Care, New Energy Jobs & 
Leadership 

 
Today, Democratic U.S. Senate candidate John Hickenlooper in a one-on-one interview focused on 

health care, new energy jobs, climate change, and ethics and leadership. Then, a Colorado Wonders 

question about signatures on the ballots. Also, how some undocumented immigrants are enduring the 

pandemic. Plus, a "coronavirus-conscious" stargazing road trip. 

 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 19, 2020: Black Women Judges Share Perspective; OSIRIS-
REx Eyes Asteroid 

 
There are more Black women presiding over Colorado courtrooms than at any time in state history and 

we hear from two of them. They say we all gain from a diversity of perspectives. Then, Super PACS are 

spending big and it’s been an election season full of rumors of voter intimidation. Also, collecting a piece 

of an asteroid speeding through space. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Colorado voters 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/20/20 @ 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   Colorado voters have plenty of issues to vote on this year. But it 

looks like climate change is on top for many voters this year. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 20, 2020: Helping First Responders Cope; Municipal Ballot 
Themes 

 
Today, helping doctors, nurses, and other first responders cope with the pressure of the pandemic. 

Then, what one school is doing to find students who may have gotten lost in the era of remote learning. 

And, a look at some of the themes on municipal ballots, from broadband to marijuana. Plus the Purplish 

team on the Senate debates. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Election ballot measures 

 

DATE & TIME:  10-21-20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   A breakdown of ballot issues 2B and 2C, which are on the Colorado 

Springs ballot in November. They are both related to the sale or transfer of city 

owned parkland. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 21, 2020: Cory Gardner’s Record & Policies; Reflections From 
Aurora’s Poet Laureate 

 
The story of an evacuee from one of Colorado’s fall fires. Then, a picture of where Republican Sen. Cory 

Gardner lands on the issues ahead of the election. Later, Aurora’s poet laureate Assetou Xango reflects 

on turbulent times as the city confronts injustice. Finally, how spacecraft Osiris-Rex collected samples 

from an asteroid. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 22, 2020: Colorado’s Relationship With Wildfires; Impact of 
Protest Shooting 

 
Personal stories as a wildfire rages near Grand Lake. Then, the long view on the state's recording-setting 

wildfires and why some experts say the relationship with fire needs to change. Also, Prop EE and how it 

got on the ballot. Plus, why climate change is a key issue for voters. And how people are responding to a 

deadly shooting at a protest in Denver. 

 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 23, 2020: Insight Into Wildfire Fight; A New Era For CrossFit; 
‘Stoner’ Gets Its Due 

 
Wildland firefighter, Dan Gibbs, gives an update from the Cameron Peak Fire front lines. Then, to be 

Black in America is often to be perceived as a threat, writes former Bronco Reggie Rivers. Plus, the new 

owner of CrossFit on the company’s future. And, reflecting on the unsung novel, “Stoner.” Finally, some 

haunts to get you in the Halloween mood. 

 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 26, 2020: Holy Chaos! A House Divided! Religious Leaders 
Take On The Political Divide 

 
What role do churches have in contributing to the political divide in this country -- and in healing it? Our 

guests are Pastor Mark Feldmeir, of Saint Andrew United Methodist Church in Highlands Ranch, 

Reverend Amanda Henderson who’s joining The Iliff School of Theology, and Pastor Tracey Perry, who 

does ministry and social justice work across the state. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 27, 2020: Meet The New Americans; Preserving Ecosystems In 
Face Of Climate Change 

 
This election convinced Phanvichka Rath Fisk to become a citizen after 16 years. His story kicks off our 

special series on New Americans. Then, a Boulder researcher says natural ecosystems can be resilient in 

the face of climate change. Plus, Purplish on early voting and intimidation. And one teen overcomes 

political and pandemic stress. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Casinos; Voting 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/27/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    Coloradans are voting on whether to raise betting limits and add 

games. Casino operators say the changes could be a win for parts of rural 

Colorado. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 28, 2020: COVID-19 Check-In As Restrictions Tighten; Dealing 
With Internet Trolls 

 
A check-in with an ICU doctor at Denver Health as counties tighten restrictions and COVID-19 cases rise. 

Then, how best to deal with internet trolls and bots this election. Later, a picture of the ski season 

during a pandemic. Finally, another story of a new American voting for the first time. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 29, 2020: A New Way To Track COVID-19; ‘Terror At 5280’ 
Shares Haunts For Halloween 

 
Today, what you need to know to use the state's new notification system to help stop the spread of 

COVID-19. Then, meet a New American in Alamosa. Also, how health care factors into the U.S. Senate 

race in Colorado. And, "Terror at 5280" scares up some spooky stories just in time for Halloween. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Domestic violence 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/28/20 @ 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    A conversation with the CEO of TESSA, a Colorado Springs based 

organization that provides resources for people experiencing domestic violence. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Elections; Ballot issues 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/28/20 @ 4:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    Colorado voters are deciding this fall whether to increase how 

much smokers and vapers have to pay to feed their habits. The money goes to 

support education, but the ones who are likely to pay the most are those who can 

afford it least. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Oct. 30, 2020: What Democrats Learned From The 2016 Election; 
Trump Supporters Weigh In 

 
What did Democrats learn after the 2016 election? Political scientist, Seth Masket, explores this in his 

new book, “Learning From Loss.” Then, two Coloradans who voted for President Trump the first time, 

weigh in on the last four years and whether they’ll vote for him again. Later, meet more New Americans 

who are voting for the first time. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Politics 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/31/20 @ 8:44am & 4:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     America’s red – blue political divide splits one Colorado couple who 

are living each day with differences on President Trump, the senate race and 

more. A look at how they are navigating this tense election season. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Politics 

 

DATE & TIME:  10/30/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     A look at the close race in Colorado’s Third Congressional district, 

which covers the Western Slope and parts of Southern Colorado. 
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COLORADO MATTERS:  
 
Nov. 2, 2020: Women Leave The Workforce Amidst COVID-19; 
Keeping Astronauts Safe In Space 

 
The pandemic has hit working moms especially hard and many have had to leave their jobs to care for 

children at home. Then, a recent leak at the space station highlights what experts have to do to ensure 

the safety of astronauts. Also, a film about the plight of LGBTQ refugees who come to the US. And, one 

woman recounts what Dia de los Muertos means to her. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Nov. 3, 2020: How The Vote’s Counted In Colorado; Election Day 
Trivia! 
 
Colorado Secretary of State Jena Griswold talks about the early vote and how ballots are counted on this 

Election Day. Plus, how the FBI is working to prevent intimidation and violence. Then, a lighter moment 

with Election Day trivia! Also, how another surge may impact what we can buy in stores. And Colorado 

soccer star Lindsey Horan is back on the field. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Politics 

 

DATE & TIME:  11/4/20 @ 8:44am & 4:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     A breakdown of the 3rd Congressional race in Colorado, won by 

Republican Lauren Boebert. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Politics 

 

DATE & TIME:  11/4/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     Preliminary returns show former governor John Hickenlooper 

defeating Republican incumbent Cory Gardner by 11 points. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Nov. 4, 2020: How Coloradans Voted In 2020 And Why; Analysts 
And Voters Give Their Take 

 
The biggest news of the 2020 election may well be the voter turnout nationally and in Colorado. More 

than 3.1 million Colorado voters turned out to vote, far surpassing 2016 numbers. And, Coloradans 

across the political spectrum explain what issues motivated them most to vote in local and national 

elections, ranging from climate change to the economy. 

 

________________________________________________________ 
COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Nov. 5, 2020: The Financial Maze Of The Election; Bicycling 
Through Time In Grand Junction 

 
What's next for the state now that voters have decided issues connected to taxes and budget? Plus, 

what’s next for the Republican party in Colorado? Then, how the state is responding to a surge in 

COVID-19 cases. Also, first-time voters reflect on their role in the election. Finally, we ride a time-

travelling bicycle through the history of Grand Junction. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 
Nov. 6, 2020: Pueblo’s Mayor On Election Results; New Music 
From Trumpeter Wes Watkins 

 
Pueblo County went from blue to red back to blue. The city’s mayor shares some insights about the 

2020 election results. Then, CPR’s politics podcast, Purplish analyzes this election week. Later, artists in 

Pueblo are bringing art back to an old levee. Finally, trumpeter Wes Watkins talks about his new music 

inspired by a mural painted of him in Denver. 

 

• ______________________________________________________

_ 
Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 9, 2020: The Good News And Bad News For COVID-19; Colorado 

Health Care Under The ACA 

 

A big concern during Colorado’s COVID-19 wave is having adequate staffing in ICUs, but 
the good news is people aren’t spending as much time in the hospital as they were 
earlier on. Then, a cancer patient who’s watching the ACA’s latest test in the Supreme 
Court test. And, a Coloradan remembers Alex Trebek. Plus, new music from Denver’s 
Zack Heckendorf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cpr.org/show/colorado-matters/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-6-2020-pueblos-mayor-on-election-results-new-music-from-trumpeter-wes-watkins/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-6-2020-pueblos-mayor-on-election-results-new-music-from-trumpeter-wes-watkins/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-6-2020-pueblos-mayor-on-election-results-new-music-from-trumpeter-wes-watkins/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-6-2020-pueblos-mayor-on-election-results-new-music-from-trumpeter-wes-watkins/
https://www.cpr.org/show/colorado-matters/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-9-2020-the-good-news-and-bad-news-for-covid-19-colorado-health-care-under-the-aca/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-9-2020-the-good-news-and-bad-news-for-covid-19-colorado-health-care-under-the-aca/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-9-2020-the-good-news-and-bad-news-for-covid-19-colorado-health-care-under-the-aca/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/nov-9-2020-the-good-news-and-bad-news-for-covid-19-colorado-health-care-under-the-aca/


Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 10, 2020: Should State Do More To Fight COVID-19? Plus, 

Reintroducing Wolves 

 

We ask Governor Jared Polis and state epidemiologist Dr. Rachel Herlihy about 
Colorado's response to COVID-19, amid news of a possible vaccine, county pleas for 
state-at-home orders, and the upcoming holidays. Then, next steps in the plan to 
reintroduce wolves in Colorado. And, understanding compulsive eating with "Empty" 
author Susan Burton. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 11, 2020: Veterans Reflect on Surviving WWII; Helping Veterans 

After The Military 

 

Today, a Veterans Day special, sharing stories of bravery and survival in World War II 
with two Colorado veterans. Then, from photography to entrepreneurship, finding ways 
to help veterans adjust to life after the military. And, one veteran's row across the 
Atlantic Ocean to raise awareness about mental health and staying engaged. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Veterans 

 

DATE & TIME:  11/11/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     A 99 year old retired major living in Denver relays the story of his 

23rd birthday during WW2 and how he survived it. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 12, 2020: Colorado Takes On Human Trafficking; Meet A Robot 

Barista 

 

It's seen as a hidden crime, one that's often met with denial. But Colorado has a plan to 
take on human trafficking. Then, a Robo Cafe opens in Golden with a robot barista. Also, 
an artist elevates Dia de los Muertos. And a Colorado golf trainer with unique insight 
into the Masters. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Mental Health 

 

DATE & TIME:  11/12/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     As coronavirus cases continue to climb, Carol Daugherty, Director 

of Student Health at CSU Pueblo says it’s essential to find a routine to de-stress. A 

look at how Carol manages her own mental health and supports campus 

colleagues in the process. 

__________________________________________________________________- 
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• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 13, 2020: Bennet On COVID Relief & Hickenlooper; Are Beavers 

Key To River Restoration? 

 

Sen. Michael Bennet on the presidential transition of power, his new colleague in the 
Senate and a pandemic relief package. Then, beavers are playing an important role in 
river restoration projects in Colorado. More on how the critters impact the 
environment. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemics 

 

DATE & TIME:  11/13/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     The number of coronavirus cases in eastern Colorado is rising, and 

that’s increasingly strapped hospitals. A conversation with one of the region’s 

main doctors – who just caught covid 19 himself. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 16, 2020: A Nurse Fights Fatigue; What Symbols Can Mean Amid 

Political Strife 

 

An emergency department nurse talks about fatigue among health care workers as 
COVID-19 cases increase. Then, what might the U.S. learn from countries that have 
healed bitter political divides? And Purplish welcomes two special guests to explore 
Colorado's politics and the message from voters moving forward. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 17, 2020: Pandemic Backcountry Safety Concerns; Embracing Death 

With Palliative Care 

 

People are gearing up to head into Colorado's backcountry this winter after a summer in 
isolation, causing safety concerns. Then, two doctors talk about the new film, 
"Palliative," and discussions about death. Also, why does Mesa County now have such a 
high rate of COVID-19 cases? And Big Hearts Club on making music in isolation. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 18, 2020: A Look Into The Voting System; Remembering Holocaust 

Survivor Fanny Starr 

 

This election raised a lot of questions about the security and diversity of the nation’s 
voting systems. Former Denver elections director Amber McReynolds now leads the 
National Vote At Home Institute. She talks about how the current voting system came to 
be, and what could be improved. Then, remembering Holocaust survivor Fanny Starr 
who died at the age of 98. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 19, 2020: CU President Mark Kennedy On What’s Ahead; Rock 

Climbing Inclusivity 

 

University of Colorado President Mark Kennedy joins us to talk about what's ahead for 
the state's four campuses, from remote learning to financial stress and a new board of 
regents. Then, what's the future of the Bureau of Land Management in Colorado? And, 
working to make rock climbing more inclusive. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 20, 2020: New ‘Red’ COVID-19 Restrictions Could Spell the End for 

Some Restaurants 

 

CPR’s health team discusses counties moving to level red restrictions across the state. 
And, why this COVID-19 wave could mean the permanent closing for many restaurants, 
including Elaine's Place in Fort Morgan. Plus, why Douglas County decided not to leave 
the Tri-County Health Department. Finally, Montrose-approved side dishes in The 
Kitchen Shelf. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 23, 2020: Food Pantries On Increased Pandemic Demand; Sand 

Creek Massacre Memorial 

 

Food pantries are responding to unprecedented demand in the pandemic. Then, we talk 
with Harvey Pratt who's sculpting a memorial to make sure the Sand Creek Massacre is 
not forgotten. Also, how Colorado jails are responding to the spread of coronavirus. 
And, infusing chiles into Thanksgiving -- in a bittersweet goodbye to Zolo Grill in Boulder. 
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• Colorado Matters 

Play audioLISTEN 47:08 

 

Nov. 24, 2020: Denver Mayor Hancock On COVID Response; Next 

Generation Of Voters Weigh-In 

 

Denver Mayor Michael Hancock talks about the intensifying fight against COVID-19, plus 
updates on helping people experiencing homelessness and his views on how Denver 
Public Schools' superintendent has been treated. Then, the latest research on mask 
efficacy. Plus, we talk to the next generation of voters about how the 2020 election 
shaped their views. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Economy; Mining 

 

DATE & TIME:  11/24/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     A mine near Trinidad is set to reopen next summer. And while that 

presents some opportunities, it also presents some challenges. A look at both… 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 25, 2020: Exploring ‘Hospitals At Home;’ Books To Consider For 

The Holidays 

 

How well is the contact tracing app working in Colorado? Plus why some businesses in 
Mesa County aren't as restricted as other places. Then, the concept of "hospital at 
home" gains traction in the pandemic. Also, how gyms are faring, encouraging online 
buying at museum gift shops, and books to consider for holiday gift-giving or to just 
enjoy reading. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemics 

 

DATE & TIME:  11/25/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     Some Coloradans are disappointed when counties added new 

restrictions for gyms and yoga studios. They say the benefits of group exercise 

outweigh the risks. And owners say what they provide is more critical now than 

ever. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Retail business 

 

DATE & TIME:   11/26/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     Black Friday is typically one of the biggest shopping days of the 

year but covid-19 is forcing retailers to rethink the entire holiday shopping 

season. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 27, 2020: Conversations From 2020 We’re Especially Grateful For 

 

Heading into Thanksgiving weekend, Colorado Matters hosts Ryan Warner and Avery Lill 
each share an interview from 2020 they’re especially grateful for. Ryan chose his 
conversation from August with 90 year old Ken Felts, of Arvada, who, in the solitude of 
quarantine, came out of the closet. Avery can’t forget her interview, also from August, 
with Renaissance man Ed Dwight, of Denver-- test pilot and sculptor. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Nov. 30, 2020: Colorado’s Teacher Of The Year; ‘Distance Learning 

Playbook For Parents’ 

 

Gov. Jared Polis talks about his COVID-19 diagnosis, efforts to fight the virus, and the 
special legislative session on pandemic relief. Then, Colorado Teacher of the Year 
Gerardo Muñoz on remote learning challenges. And, Rosalind Wiseman on her 
"Distance Learning Playbook for Parents." Plus, Colorado Wonders about Denver's 
classic holiday window displays. 
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• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 1, 2020: Doctor Pays It Forward In Pandemic; Remembering 

Tuskegee Airman Frank Macon 

 

Emergency physician Dr. Comilla Sasson talks about paying it forward in the pandemic 
based on her experiences responding to the Aurora Theater Shooting in 2012. Then, 
remembering one of the original Tuskegee Airmen, Frank Macon of Colorado Springs, 
who died last month at age 97. And preserving the realities of the Sand Creek Massacre. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 2, 2020: The Pandemic Parental Juggling Act; Walden Was Once 

Bustling, What Happened? 

 

We check back in with two working parents who have juggled their children’s remote 
learning, among other things. Then, the pandemic hit the oil industry hard in Colorado. 
Later, meals delivered to homes by... a school? Plus, the podcast, “The Modern West” 
from Wyoming Public Media, explores the rise and fall and maybe rise again of Walden, 
Colo. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Veterans 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/2/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     Dozens of hospitals run by the Dept. of Veterans Affairs are 

involved in covid vaccine testing. And they are calling on veterans to volunteer for 

the trial testing. 
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• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 3, 2020: Doctors Take On Public Health Threat Of Racism & 

Excessive Force In Policing 

 

We delve into the American Medical Association’s plans to confront racism and police 
brutality as a public health threat. Then, House Speaker KC Becker on what's next as the 
special session on pandemic relief ends. And, remembering Cathy Reynolds, the first 
woman elected to Denver City Council. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Health care workers 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/3/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     Some hospitals say they have reached ICU capacity in the past few 

weeks. A look at what that looks like and what that means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cpr.org/show/colorado-matters/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/dec-3-2020-doctors-take-on-public-health-threat-of-racism-excessive-force-in-policing/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/dec-3-2020-doctors-take-on-public-health-threat-of-racism-excessive-force-in-policing/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/dec-3-2020-doctors-take-on-public-health-threat-of-racism-excessive-force-in-policing/
https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/dec-3-2020-doctors-take-on-public-health-threat-of-racism-excessive-force-in-policing/


Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 4, 2020: Vaccine Could Be In Colo. Next Week Says Gov. Polis; The 

Art Of Being Santa 

 

Gov. Jared Polis is hopeful that a COVID-19 vaccine will arrive in the state as soon as 
next week. He also talks about the pandemic relief after the special session. Later, CPR 
politics podcast Purplish with insight into the session and the politics of masks. Finally, it 
takes a lot to be Santa’s helper, and the look-alikes even have a school for it. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 7, 2020: Colorado’s Women Of WWII; Clare Dunn’s New Music Of 

The Season 

 

Elizabeth Hernandez, of Denver, shares how the pandemic is affecting her family and 
her job reporting on higher education disparities. Plus, Ken Buck tries to reassure the 
GOP that Colorado's election system is reliable. Then, stories of Colorado women who 
played a key role in World War II. And, Colorado's Clare Dunn has new music in time for 
the holidays. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Climate change; Farming & Ranching; Environment 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/7/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     Colorado is in an historic drought, and it’s been a tough year for 

farmers and ranchers. To try and adapt to climate change, some are trying 

techniques that focus on soil health. 
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• Colorado Matters 

Play audioLISTEN 49:46 

 

Dec. 8, 2020: Rep. Lamborn On Space Command; The Colorado Soldier 

Who Liberated Dachau 

 

Republican Congressman Doug Lamborn wants to keep Space Command in the state 
permanently. Then, a Netflix series tells the tale of Felix Sparks who led the liberation at 
Dachau in WWII and went on to become an influential leader in Colorado. Finally, Doris 
Goodteacher shares what it was like to be relocated from the Santee Sioux Nation to 
Denver in the 1950s. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Politics 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/8/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     A rite of passage for all freshly elected congress members is 

orientation. The tradition is designed to help members with the mechanics of the 

job, including hiring a staff and mingling with their new colleagues. Colorado’s 

newest representative elect Republican Lauren Boebert just finished her 

orientation. A look at how that went. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 9, 2020: Boebert On The Record; Reflections On ‘The Pec”; Time’s 

Kid Of The Year 

 

Republican Lauren Boebert answers questions about the Affordable Care Act, pandemic 
restrictions, and guns in the U.S. Capitol. Then, how farmers and ranchers are adapting 
for climate change. Plus, we reflect on El Chapultepec's legacy of jazz and blues. Also, 
we talk with Time's Kid of the Year. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/9/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     When Colorado receives its first shipment of the covid vaccine next 

week state officials say they don’t want to chance anything going wrong. That was 

the reason for a trial run distribution exercise today. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Military, Politics 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/9/20 @ 5:50pm 

 

SUMMARY:     Peterson Air Force Base near Colorado Springs serves as the 

temporary headquarters for Space Command. Colorado lawmakers have been 

fighting to make the designation permanent, including Congressman Doug 

Lamborn, whose district includes the base. 
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• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 10, 2020: Colorado Researchers On An Arctic Mission; Students 

Explore Theater Of The Mind 

 

Colorado researchers talk about the goals and challenges of the MOSAIC expedition, the 
biggest research mission ever in the Arctic. Then, some Colorado Springs high school 
students explore a new way to stage a theater production during the pandemic. And the 
Vocal Coalition works to unify through music. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 11, 2020: Vaccine Rollout; Islands For Sale; A Lumineer Does 

Stripped-Down Covers 

 

Before more pandemic talk, a little escape to two secluded islands that, yes, are in 
Colorado. Then, CPR’s COVID-19 reporting team answers questions about the vaccine 
rollout. Later, why Denver's "Queer Santa" had to get used to that name. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 14, 2020: Navigating COVID On Campus; Celestial Shows In The 

Night Sky 

 

What lessons have colleges and universities learned about the pandemic from the fall as 
they get ready for students this spring? Then, hear from teachers as they grapple with 
another return to the classroom. Plus, two celestial shows to watch for in the night sky 
this week! Also, two Colorado astronauts lead the return to the Moon. And the 
messages of masks. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Agriculture; Mental health 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/14/20 @ 7:45am & 4:50pm 

 

SUMMARY:     For Colorado’s farmers and ranchers, stresses from the pandemic 

are compounded by ongoing drought, and in some places, wildfire. It’s put the 

importance of mental health support in the spotlight. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 15, 2020: New Owners, New Vision for Tattered Cover; Ratatouille 

TikTok 

 

The Tattered Cover is now the largest Black-owned bookstore in the country. We talk 
with the new owners about their vision for the future. Then, a Western Slope artist 
shares how the pandemic's influenced her work. Also, a 17-year-old songwriter finds 
success with "Ratatouille" and TikTok. And, Colorado's holiday light tradition and 
poinsettia pointers. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 16, 2020: Answering Your Questions About The COVID-19 Vaccines 

 

Today, answering questions about the COVID-19 vaccines. Who gets a shot and when? 
Will your doctor let you know when to get a shot? What if you don't have a doctor? 
What’s known about allergic reactions? What's the difference between vaccines? 
What's the plan to reach out to communities hardest hit? A panel of guests helps 
answer these questions and more. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Economy; Holiday shopping  

 

DATE & TIME:   12/17/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:     A look at how some Colorado Springs area business are coping 

during what’s normally their busiest time of year. 
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• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 17, 2020: Creating Transparency About COVID-19 Vaccine; 

Comedian Josh Blue’s Art 

 

Creating clear communication around the COVID-19 vaccine will be important to its 
rollout and acceptance. Then, how sanctioned encampments in Denver are helping 
people experiencing homelessness. And Colorado comedian Josh Blue finds a creative 
outlet through fine art. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 18, 2020: From Music To Comedy And A Chance To Reflect, It’s The 

Holiday Extravaganza! 

 

It's the 5th Annual Colorado Matters Holiday Extravaganza. Grammy-nominated jazz 
cornetist Ron Miles headlines; Broadway star Beth Malone channels Judy Garland; and 
Colorado Springs comedian Rion Evans brings some levity to 2020. They're just some of 
the acts in a virtual event this year-- so we spread merriment and not virus. We hope 
you enjoy! 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 21, 2020: Sharing Moments Of Joy: The First Colorado Matters 

Holiday Extravaganza 

 

All this week, it’s the Colorado Matters Holiday Extravaganza… Extravaganza! We’re 
bringing you five years of seasonal joy after a year defined by pandemic disruptions. 
Today is the first holiday show from 2016, featuring Grammy-winning jazz vocalist Diane 
Reeves, country singer Clare Dunn, Hanukkah memories from Hal and Annie Aqua, and 
more! 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 22, 2020: Relaxing With The 2nd Annual Colorado Matters Holiday 

Extravaganza 

 

All this week, it’s a Colorado Matters Holiday Extravaganza… Extravaganza! We’re 
bringing you five years of seasonal joy -- after a year defined by pandemic disruptions. 
Today, the second annual holiday show from 2017, featuring Isaac Slade from the 
Denver rock band The Fray and his wife Anna, Denver comedian Josh Blue, and Latin Ska 
band Roka Hueka. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Elections: Politics; Violence 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/22/20 @ 4:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    Some who agree with President Trumps claims of election fraud are 

firing off threats against election officials and workers nationally and also in 

Colorado. 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Military; Veterans; Suicide; Mental health 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/22/20 @ 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    The federal government has been taking trying to tackle the issue of 

veterans suicide for years. But the rate of veteran’s suicide continues to be much 

higher than the national average. Congress has taken some large steps in the last 

few months to grapple with veteran’s mental health issues and bolster suicide 

prevention overall. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 23, 2020: Seasonal Memories With The 3rd Annual Colorado Matters 

Holiday Extravaganza 

 

All this week, it’s a Colorado Matters Holiday Extravaganza… Extravaganza! We’re 
bringing you five years of seasonal joy -- after a year defined by pandemic disruptions. 
Today is the third annual holiday show from 2018, featuring the Hazel Miller Band, FACE 
Vocal Band, comedian David Rodriguez, and Andy Hackbarth & his band. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; The Elderly; Holidays 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/23/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    A look at how some older Coloradans are celebrating the holidays 

amidst the pandemic and quarantines. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 24, 2020: Sharing Joy With The 4th Annual Colorado Matters 

Holiday Extravaganza 

 

All this week, it’s a Colorado Matters Holiday Extravaganza… Extravaganza! We’re 
bringing you five years of seasonal joy -- after a year defined by pandemic disruptions. 
Today is the fourth annual holiday show from 2019, featuring Kid Astronaut, Holocaust 
survivor Osi Sladek, comedian Nancy Norton, and Hip Hop Band 2MX2. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 25, 2020: Celebrate With The 5th Annual Colorado Matters Holiday 

Extravaganza! 

 

It's the 5th Annual Colorado Matters Holiday Extravaganza. Grammy-nominated jazz 
cornetist Ron Miles headlines; Broadway star Beth Malone channels Judy Garland; and 
Colorado Springs comedian Rion Evans brings some levity to 2020. They're just some of 
the acts in a virtual event this year-- so we spread merriment and not virus. We hope 
you enjoy! 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 28, 2020: The Reliability Of Renewable Energy; Mike Nelson’s Little 

Book On Climate 

 

How reliable is renewable energy? We fact-check recent statements about wind and 
solar by Rep.-elect Lauren Boebert. Then, Denver7 Chief Meteorologist Mike Nelson 
with "The World's Littlest Book on Climate: 10 Facts in 10 Minutes about CO2." Also, 
revisiting some of our favorite interviews with authors-- from a poet to a doctor. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Prisons 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/28/20 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    A question under debate right now is when prisoners should get 

vaccinated for coronavirus… 
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• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 29, 2020: How A Passion For Bugs Grounds A DACA Recipient; 

Updating The Green Book 

 

As a federal judge rules that DACA be reinstated, a recipient in Aurora shares how his 
love of insects and nature helps him make sense of what's been immigration 
uncertainty. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  U.S. Senate 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/29/20 – 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    Former Governor John Hickenlooper is preparing for his new job in 

the U.S. Senate. A look at how he’s preparing for his new job. 
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Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 30, 2020; Reflecting On The Year Through Music, Singers, And 

Songwriters 

 

For artists, the pandemic's proven to be both a creative and economic challenge, and, at 
times, an inspiration. We reflect on the year with musicians Chuck D. of Public Enemy, 
Alaina Moore of Denver-duo Tennis, Neoma's Carla Huiracocha and country singer-
songwriter Joe Johnson from Manitou Springs. 

 

• Colorado Matters 

 

Dec. 31, 2020: Celebrating CPR’s 50th Birthday With A Colorado 

Retrospective 

 

Colorado Public Radio turned 50 this year, and to mark it we did stories about the state 
then and now. To kick off the retrospective, host Ryan Warner and producer Xandra 
McMahon dig through the CPR archives for radio and state history. Then, how Colorado 
came to be known as the “Napa Valley of beer.” And how the state’s music has changed 
in half a century. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  U.S. Military; Technology; GPS navigation 

 

DATE & TIME:   12/31/20 – 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:    Colorado has long been central to the US military’s efforts in space. 

That includes hosting the military base that controls the GPS we all use on our 

phones. A look at the state’s role in making satellite navigation more accurate and 

resilient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


