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The Lake County Board of Supervisors will be discussing allowing industrial 
hemp. The Lake County Agricultural Commissioner is asking for the board’s 
direction on whether to place a 45-day moratorium on industrial hemp or to 
allow the crop to be grown with some extra regulations. Industrial hemp has 
been federally legalized since Jan. 1st when Congress’s 2018 “Farm Bill” 
took effect, which deleted the crop from the fed’s list of Schedule 1 
controlled substances.

The totals are in, the Fill the boot drive earlier in March to benefit the victims 
of the Paradise fire collected over $10,000. Event organizers say they were 
hoping to get six or seven thousand dollars and were very grateful for the 
volunteers and all who donated to the cause.

What started off as a weekly after work bike ride has blossomed into a three 
day journey to San Francisco to raise money for bike equipment in 
Mendocino County and raise awareness for biking. The group calls 
themselves the Mendo Maidens and will venture towards San Francisco 
April 24th. Their fundraising goal is $4,800 and they are already at almost 
half of that goal. If you are interested in donating to the cause you can find 
link up with the Medo Maidens on Facebook.

The Ukiah City Council recently approved a $1.4 million plan to move 
utilities underground along East Gobbi Street, allowing poles to be removed 
as they were on East Perkins Street. The project will bury electric, phone 
and cable wires, all of those utilities will be sharing the cost with the city. 
The whole project is estimated at $2.4 million.

It’s prison time for a Ukiah man who planted a pipe bomb under a kitchen 
sink. He had a prior felony conviction from 1982 in Lake County, his 
sentence initally was 7 years but with the three strikes law, it was doubled to 
14 years.

The Ukiah City Council recently approved the purchase of another small 
parcel at the end of Norgard Lane near the Wastewater Treatment Plant. At 
this time there are no plans for that piece of land.

A landslide along Hill Road across from Sutter Lakeside Hospital in the 
north Lakeport area has once again caused a seasonal road closure, with a 
fix unlikely to happen this year. The hillside has caused repeated wintertime 
road closures since 2013, the year the slide began to destroy homes in the 
subdivision above. The public works department says at this time they are 
unsure when the road will be reopening. A plan for permanent is currently in 
the work

Earth Week kicks of on Monday at Mendocino College- the Ukiah Campus 
inside the student center, and climate change will be a big focus this year. A 
range of topics will be presented, including solar cooking, earth friendly 
menus, green cars and more. All events next week are free and open to the 
public. More info at www.mendocino.edu/earthweek.

A crisis stabilization facility was approved last month by the Mendocino 
Count Board of Supervisors, that will be paid for by a sales tax increase 
approved by voters in 2017. The facility will include residential housing and 
a lock down facility. The Daily journal reports that Kemper Consulting Group 
was hired to give an oversight committee an evaluation of the current mental 
health system, along with the most immediate needs that need to be 
addressed. Now comes work to find a place for the facilities, with the option 
of constructing new buildings or renovating older.

http://www.mendocino.edu/earthweek


A closure that begins Monday will will last through July 2020. Mendocino 
National Forest Officials have announced that access road gates into the 
forest ranch fire area closed and locked over public safety concerns related 
to post fire dangers like flooding, debris flows, and the loss of rights to enter 
and exit properties. Only those on official business, like first responders, 
permit holders and property owners will be allowed past the gates once they 
are locked.

The community is invited to three open houses on Thursday – part of the 
process to apply for grants that would fund state parks. The parks most 
likely to benefit if the grants are approved would be Hammond Park in Nice, 
Kelseyville Community Park, and Middletown Trailside Nature Preserve. 
This weeks’ meeting will include public input on design and new amenities 
for the parks. The Lake County Public Services Department also has 
meetings planned in May and June to discuss designs. This week’s 
meetings get underway 10 am at Hammond Park, 1pm at Kelseyville 
community park and 3pm at Trailside Park

If your’e feeling stressed these days, you are in good company. But it could 
be worse. Wallethub has released a new survey of the most stressed states 
in the country, based on average hours worked each week, sleep rates and 
personal bankruptcy rates. The golden state is right there in the middle, 
landing at #28. Among the least stressed states are Utah and Minnesota, 
and the state of Louisiana ranks as the most stressed state in the U.S. 
before Mississippi, Arkansas and Kentucky.

A moratorium on industrial hemp is under consideration and will be 
discussed by the Lake County board of supervisors during today’s meeting 
after agricultural commission Steven Hajik asked for the moratorium to allow 
for regulations. Right now, Hemp is regulated more like farm products, with 
lower taxes, and more time is needed to consider what regulations are 
appropriate at the county level.

California’s fourth climate change assessment is here, and with 2018 being 
the worst fire year on record, each new year could be worse than the last in 
terms of size, cost and loss of life and property. If current trends continue, 
the report says that the average burn area in the state will soon reach 77%. 
A massive die off of trees in the state caused by years by drought, has left 
behind fuel for potential wildfires in forests all across the state. According to 
the report, the daily temperature will increase by over 5 degrees by 2100, 
and water shortages will be seen in certain regions. 31 to 67 percent of 
Southern California beaches may completely erode by the end of the 
century. View the report at www.climateassessment.ca.gov.

Trading software has been used by Grupo Flor, a California based cannabis 
company trying to connect sellers of cannabis materials with buyers. 
Inconsistent cannabis products on the market prompted the decision to build 
the platform, which has already assisted in millions of dollars in trades since 
it’s launch. The daily journal reports that the platform vets all buyers and 
sellers based on their grow sites, process of manufacturing, management 
and other markers- choosing only the most qualified.

Thousands of Camp Fire victims have been forced to re-locate, and 
according to FEMA, most have stayed close, going to Sacramento and 
Shasta. The agency data shows that 1064 have left California altogether, 
heading to Washington State, Utah, Colorado, Ohio, Some even moving as 
far away as New York.

http://www.climateassessment.ca.gov/
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We have only just begun the fourth month of 2019, and some 387 cases of 
measles have been confirmed across the country. Less than halfway 
through 2019, that number already exceeds all cases seen in 2018. A total 
of 372 cases were confirmed last year. The CDC reports that the number of 
cases is the highest reported since 2014 when there were over 600 cases. 
The agency says immunization is the best prevention.

Ongoing visual inspections on substations around Mendocino County will 
continue with some help from above. PG&E will be using helicopters to 
inspect and photograph substations to search for any needed repairs in an 
effort to reduce wildfire risk. The flights, scheduled over the next few days 
will happen on clear days between 10am and 4pm. More info about the 
inspections is available at www.pge.com/wildfireinspections.

As part of their probation from a 2016 conviction stemming from a pipeline 
explosion that killed eight in 2016, PG&E went before a judge again today 
who ruled that they will not be forced to adhere to harsh new regulations. A 
bit of good news for the utility company, who says the regulations would 
have cost them $150 billion dollars. In comments today, the judge 
acknowledged how hard he has been on the company but said it was only 
because he wants them to succeed and for people to be safe in their homes 
across the state.

It was a sight not seen since Feb 2017- water flowing down the spillway of 
the recently renovated Oroville dam. A large hole in the dam had been 
discovered early February 2017, endangering over 180,000 people. Water 
levels were just shy of the 900 foot limit, so around 11:00 this morning, 
water was released at rates as high as 8300 cubic feet per second.

Ukiah Police to deliver their Annual Report to the City Council. At the 
Council meeting tonight the Mid Year Review from the police department will 
define goals for service and look at performance measures for safety and 
quality of life in Ukiah. The Daily Journal reports the annual report will show 
transient calls were the highest, up 25 percent from 2017. Then it was calls 
for “suspicious circumstances or people” and the third most calls were for 
alarms going off. There was only one murder, but there were none the two 
years before. Rapes were about the same the last three years, 15 last year, 
with 14 in 2017 and 15 in 2016. And the newspaper reports police saying 
there were 11 robberies handled by detectives, half as many as a year 
before and a third the number in 2016. Before the meeting tonight will be a 
budget workshop at 5:15 p.m. in the council’s chambers at 300 Seminary 
Ave.

A woman in Fort Bragg arrested after reports of somebody seeing a stolen 
SUV and following it. A Mendocino Deputy heard the dispatch call over the 
radio and went to help pull over the stolen Toyota 4Runner. The Deputy 
stopped the 4Runner in the 31000 block of North Highway 1, finding Tonya 
Scheurich driving, searched her purse and found some meth, a meth pipe 
and that she had a warrant for her arrest, for violation of probation. She was 
arrested for receiving stolen property, possessing a controlled substance, 
and paraphernalia and for violation of probation. The SUV given back to its 
owner and Scheurich booked into Mendocino County Jail on $20,000.00 bail

http://www.pge.com/wildfireinspections


A man and woman in Willits have been arrested after a call for domestic 
violence. Mendocino Deputies say there was a warrant out for Jimmy Allen’s 
arrest so they went to a home but nobody answered. They say a woman 
involved went to another home so they went there and saw the victim was 
assaulted by Allen with injuries on her face, torso, and leg, consistent with 
her statements. Another woman was found nearby, Allen’s mom, Chere 
Powers. Police say she denied Allen was there, but they found him in the 
attic. He was arrested for felony domestic violence battery and for two 
warrants for his arrest, and his mother for harboring/concealing or aiding a 
wanted fugitive. Allen held without bail and mom on $15,000.00 bail.

Work still being done on the Ranch Fire scar means Mendocino National 
Forest officials have closed all access road gates and will lock them. The 
gates to be locked next Monday, April 8th to ensure public safety because 
of post-fire threats including flooding, debris flows, hazard trees and 
narrowing of roads and trails, known as a loss of ingress and egress. There 
are signs posted around the Ranch Fire area alerting the public to the 
closure. The closure until July 1st of 2020. So only emergency responders, 
people with an authorized permit from the Forest Service, owners or lessees 
of private land, and those doing business, trade, or working in the area will 
be allowed beyond the locked gates.

The public inquiry into the Hart Family who went off the cliff near Westport 
last year is in Willits. The public coroner’s inquest into the crash that killed at 
least seven members of the family who were visiting the Mendocino Coast 
from Washington State. The Sheriff Tom Allman announced the inquest a 
couple weeks ago. It’s apparently the first of its kind in at least 50 years in 
Mendocino County. It’s at the Willits Justice Center and should last two 
days. The Sheriff says it’s to allow a jury to decide how the family died. The 
crash scene found March 26th of 2018. One family member, Devonte was 
never found, but the two moms, Jennifer and Sarah Hart, and at least five of 
their six kids were found in northwestern Mendocino County. The inquest 
will also be streamed live on the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook. com/MendocinoSheriff).

Senator Mike McGuire and a colleague are trying to get flavored tobacco 
outlawed in Calif. McGuire along with Jerry Hill coauthoring the legislation 
for an outright ban saying the fruit, candy and other kid-friendly flavors have 
kids in high school and middle school across the country using vapes or e-
cigarettes in record numbers. The Senate Bill would make it illegal for 
retailers to sell the products. It would also be banned in vending machines. 
It comes after a report last year showing more than 3.6 million middle and 
high school students use e-cigarettes, up 1.5 million since 2017.

Ahead of the curve, Lake County will allow hemp cultivation. Many counties 
in Calif. are placing temporary moratoriums on growing industrial hemp, but 
the Lake County Board of Supervisors flipped the script, voting yesterday to 
accept hemp registrations. But since the state has no firm rules in place yet, 
with another public review set before final adoption. There are more than a 
dozen counties with temporary moratoriums in place and a handful will allow 
the cultivation, including Lake County. As you probably know, Hemp comes 
from cannabis, but the plant is non-psychoactive and used for various 
products ranging from clothing to fuels.

https://www.facebook/


Volunteers, Commissioners and Committee Members have been honored 
by the Lakeport City Council. At their meeting last night, time spent honoring 
folks who volunteer their time for the city’s police department. They included 
Sgt. Greg Scott, the department’s longest serving volunteer who’s been at it 
a decade. Then Jean Patti, volunteering for 8 years in pet licensing and 
doing data entry. Right behind is Arland Souza, at nearly eight years, 
working parade and traffic control and Luke Steely, just a few months, doing 
carpentry, creating a trophy case and shelving units.

There’s an interim registrar of voters in Lake County with the County 
Administrative Officer, now one of the staffers will take on the interim role of 
deputy registrar of voters. The Board of Supervisors approved 
administrative analyst, Marcy Harrison to work in the Registrar of Voters 
Office. She’s been in the office since last month working with County 
Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson. It comes after an unsuccessful 
recruitment to find a permanent registrar. Harrison was assigned to the 
office March 6th so her interim appointment is retroactive. The county’s long 
time registrar, Diane Fridley, retired last year. Her deputy left for another job. 
Another recruitment closed last Sunday.

The latest snowpack survey shows a whopping 200 percent of normal. The 
California Department of Water Resources with their Phillips Station snow 
survey for 2019, the fourth of the year already showed quite a bit of 
snowpack, 106.5 inches of snow depth and the snow water equivalent of 51 
inches, adding up to 200 percent for that location. Across Calif. the Sierra 
Nevada snowpack was 162 percent of average. This after a record winter of 
more than 30 atmospheric rivers. The statewide snow water equivalent, the 
depth of water, if it all melted at once, has nearly tripled since Feb. 1st.

California seismologists say the state’s in an “earthquake drought”. That 
they say is due to it being years since a major earthquake has hit the state. 
Nearly five years since the Napa Quake, the last with magnitude six or 
more. At UC Berkeley, the seismograph has been very still, with very little 
activity. The center says they can’t predict earthquakes, but they can let 
folks know when shaking may start.

To learn more about how to prepare for an earthquake and get notifications, 
check out the U.S. Geological Survey.

It’s been over two years since the notorious Ghostship Warehouse fire that 
killed 36 people. It was at a holiday gathering in the East Oakland 
warehouse that those inside died and the two men who are blamed for their 
deaths are in court another day. The trial for Derick Almena, and Max Harris 
got underway Monday, charged with 36 counts each of involuntary 
manslaughter for the Dec. 2016 inferno that trapped those inside there for a 
concert. A lawyer for the Oakland mayor in court yesterday to try to get her 
taken off the witness list, she’s called by the defense. That’s continued 
though until next week. There are all sorts of motions by the defense and 
prosecution this week with jury selection set for Monday.

An investigation into the Oroville City Council after allegations of gender and 
racial discrimination. The Oroville City Attorney announced the city’s policy 
to investigate any allegation of discrimination so the City Council and city 
staff are being asked not to discuss the matter. It comes after the mayor 
removed a couple of council members last month from their committee 
seats. The two are women and say the mayor was retaliating against them 
because of their votes and gender, and maybe also due to their race. The 
mayor says the changes were made because the city lost funding after one 
of them didn’t attend an important meeting, and the other was cherry picking 
which committees they served on.
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Two teenagers are dead in Dixon. The town in mourning after the double 
electrocution when Dixon High Schoolers Jacob Hourmouzus and Jacob 
Schneider touched a bridge. There’s an investigation now to determine why 
it happened. The Dixon Unified School District has dispatched therapists to 
help students and staff come to terms with the deaths that occurred Monday 
afternoon. The two 17 year olds and two others were walking a dog on a 
Solano Irrigation District canal, west of Interstate 80. Solano County 
Sheriff’s deputies say the dog suddenly yelped and the two victims jumped 
into the canal to save the dog, and grabbed the metal bridge and were 
electrocuted. A third boy jumped into help and the 4th person with them 
called for help. The two taken to a hospital where they were pronounced 
dead. PG&E has deactivated power to the energized bridge.

A head on crash on the 101 near Hopland closed the highway down. Two 
people were flown to the hospital in Santa Rosa and another to Ukiah. It 
happened right after 11 am this morning on the Green Bridge over the 
Russian River. The CHP closed traffic on the northbound side at Cloverdale 
and southbound traffic in Hopland. The road closed a few hours as 
firefighters from multiple agencies, a couple of tow trucks, two helicopters 
and CHP officers responded.

A half dozen states along with the District of Columbia are suing the U-S 
Department of Agriculture, saying the agency is weakening nutritional 
standards in school meals. The lawsuit filed in New York today asking the 
federal court to overturn changes in standards on sodium and whole grains. 
The states are New York, California, Illinois, Minnesota, New Mexico and 
Vermont, along with the District of Columbia. The suit claims the changes in 
standards were arbitrary and capricious. The lawsuit after the Trump 
administration changed up some school lunch standards put in place during 
the Obama administration, including one that said only whole grains can be 
served. The USDA school lunch program features low-cost or free lunches 
in public schools and elsewhere. Last year, it reportedly doled out food to as 
many as 30 million children.

Next month’s ballot in Lakeport will include a fire tax for the Fire Protection 
District to bring in more cash. Thousands of voters will get the Measure M 
ballots at some point next week for the mail in only election taking place 
May 7th. They will be accepting ballots thru May 10th. The measure needs a 
two-thirds supermajority, 66.7 percent yes’ to pass, and if it’s successful, it 
takes effect in July. Last year the district had to lay off three full-time 
firefighters, just weeks after the massive Mendocino Complex fire. The 
District says Measure M can bring back those laid off firefighters and 
improve response times. If not, the staffing levels will stay the same, and 
Lake Co News reports insurance rates and even denial of coverage is a 
possibility if the measure fails. The Insurance Services Office is apparently 
set for an assessment of Lakeport Fire in 2020.

Day two of the public inquiry into the death of a family from Washington who 
went over a cliff in Mendocino County last year. The Sheriff called for the 
Coroner’s Inquest into the crash near Westport last March of the Hart 
Family, Jennifer and her wife Sarah and their six kids. One of them, 
Devonte, has still not been found. Sheriff Allman announced the facts will be 
presented then the jury or panel will make a decision as to the cause of 
death. The inquest in Willits yesterday and today with testimony and 
evidence to be presented to come up with a cause. In Calif, there are four 
documented manners of death: 1) natural causes; 2) accident; 3) suicide; 
and 4) at the hands of another. Yesterday featured responding officers to 
the accident testifying. You can catch it all on the Sheriff’s Facebook page 
or on youtube.



The state of Calif. the subject of a study about school safety after recent 
research shows the health and welfare of kids is dependent on their schools 
and communities. The five-year, $5-million study by the American Institutes 
for Research out of Washington D-C to examine state schools. There’s two 
other agencies involved in the study too, Virginia Tech University’s 
Laboratory for the Study of Youth Inequality Public Counsel, and a public 
interest law firm, located in L-A. The principal researcher for the massive 
study says there’s still a disconnect about school safety, adding many just 
think it’s only the physical safety of students, but more importantly it’s social 
and emotional safety. For more info: Ed-Source.org

The former principal of a middle school in Lakeport has reportedly come to a 
settlement agreement with the school board after her ouster. The Record 
Bee reports Rachel Paarsch was removed as principal of Terrace Middle 
School last fall. She was put on paid administrative leave, then reassigned 
to be a teacher. No public release about why it all happened. She came at 
the district with a Writ of Mandate in December to be reinstated as principal. 
The settlement agreement says she’ll get her full administrative pay and 
back pay from when she was reassigned and that she’ll be reinstated as an 
administrator next school year by the Superintendent. She’s also getting her 
attorney fees and costs covered.

The yearly financial report has been approved by the Lakeport City Council 
showing a growth in revenue. The fiscal year 2017-2018 report shows little 
change in financial position though. The Record Bee reports city staff 
drafted the report with the help of the city’s Finance Director and City 
Manager. There was also an audit by an outside agency. The report showed 
9 percent growth in revenue over the last fiscal year, about $1.2 million 
more, but the city’s net position was only off $36,000 from the previous fiscal 
year. The report showing the 2017 winter storms took a toll on the city, 2019 
was not as bad though.

A new home for a man in Clearlake, thanks to Habitat for Humanity Lake 
County. The Record Bee reports Chris White got the keys to his new home 
during a recent ceremony where the local Grocery Outlet also stocked his 
shelves. The newspaper reports White’s a disabled military vet who had 
been living in a travel trailer about to be torn down. He says he’d be 
homeless if he didn’t connect with Habitat. The nonprofit is offering qualified, 
low-income residents in Lake County the opportunity of owning their own 
home…

You can call the office at 707-994-1100 x 106 to speak directly to their 
Homeownership Programstaff, or come by the office at 15312 Lakeshore 
Dr., Clearlake, Tuesday through Thursday between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. for a 
pre-application and to discuss how you too might qualify for 
homeownership.

Four people are recovering after a head on crash near Hopland. The 
Hopland Fire Dept. reports it happened yesterday morning, leaving one car 
“dangling off the Green Bridge”. An SUV ended up on its side on the bridge 
with the rear end hanging off the bridge over the Russian River. They say it 
was on fire too as firefighters were pulling two people out of it, who had to 
be cut out of the SUV. They say all of the victims had major injuries, but 
didn’t go into detail. As we reported yesterday afternoon, three of them were 
airlifted to a hospital in Santa Rosa and the fourth was taken by an 
ambulance to Adventist Health Ukiah Valley. The 101 had to be closed 
down as the bridge was checked for safety after the crash.



The Lakeport Unified School District is about to start interviewing candidates 
to be the next superintendent. Whoever is chosen should be announced by 
the end of the month to take over for the Interim Superintendent Patrick 
Iaccino. Iaccino has been in the position since January, taking over after the 
school board let Superintendent April Leiferman out of her contract without 
cause. Iaccino is helping the board find his replacement, he says they have 
ten solid applicants. A committee of 19 people made up of parents, 
teachers, staffers and student board members will handle the first round of 
interviews, then work with Iaccino to pick the finalists.

A man from Chico has pleaded no contest for last year’s murder of his mom. 
33 year old Alton Facciuto changed his plea ahead of his trial which was 
supposed to start Monday in Butte County. He pleaded to second-degree 
murder with a prior strike instead of first-degree murder for the January 
2018 strangulation death of 60-year-old Sherry Facciuto. He is set for 
sentencing next month and faces 30 years to life in state prison. He’s in jail 
with no bail awaiting sentencing. The younger Facciuto apparently linked to 
his mother’s death thru DNA and other evidence. Her body found in a metal 
barn where her son was living. When Alton was found, he had scrapes and 
abrasions on his face.

A young man in Ukiah arrested after a domestic violence incident. Cops say 
a 24 year-old female called regarding the incident with 22 year Victor Lucas, 
who she had been living with. Deputies say the pair had a physical 
altercation, Lucas punched her in the face outside the home, grabbed her 
by the neck forcefully and wrestling her to the ground. They say there were 
visible injuries on the woman’s face and neck consistent with the report. He 
was arrested for felony domestic violence battery, but deputies found he 
was on formal probation at the time, so he was additionally charged for 
violating his probation terms. He’s booked into the Mendocino County Jail 
on and held without bail.

A man from Eureka without a license is suspected of being drunk behind the 
wheel causing the crash near Hopland where four people were seriously 
injured. Police say 65 year old Carroll Johnson in a silver Chevy SUV 
yesterday, crossed the double yellow lines on the 101 and crashed into 
another car driven by 24 year old Kip Ford, also from Eureka. Both Johnson 
and Ford had passengers with them who were injured. Johnson driving on 
the green bridge over the Russian River about 2 miles south of Hopland 
when he hit Ford. Ford tried avoiding the crash but the Chevy hit his car. 
The SUV found with its rear end dangling over the railing of the bridge and 
bursting into flames as firefighters were extracting Johnson and his 
passenger out of the roof. Johnson’s arrested on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of both drugs and alcohol and driving with a suspended or 
revoked license.

Debris removal from the Camp Fire burn area had to be stopped because of 
the heavy rain. The Incident Management Team in Butte County ordering a 
temporary demobilization of all wildfire debris removal crews due to all the 
recent wet weather. It’s because of unsafe conditions after the rains that left 
oversaturated soil for debris removal workers and truck drivers. Plus 
designated landfills can’t accept the messy material. Representatives from 
CalRecycle and the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services decided to 
halt operations. But they’re expected to restart Monday. So far they’ve 
assessed almost 7,500 sites and cleared 646 in the State’s Consolidated 
Debris Removal Program. Over 220,000 tons of debris has been removed 
so far.



04/05/19

The findings are in after a public Coroner’s Inquest into the death of a family 
of 8 who went over a cliff near Westport last year. Sheriff Tom Allman 
ordering the inquest, the first of its kind in decades, into the Hart Family, 
Jennifer and Sarah Hart and their six children ages ranged from 12-19 years 
old. The finding in the March 26, 2018 crash was that the couple killed 
themselves and murdered their six children, the official deaths noted as 
suicide for the two mom’s and at the hands of another person, other than by 
accident, or homicide, for Markis, Hannah, Jeremiah, Abigail, Ciera and 
Devonte, who’s body was never found. The Coroner’s Inquest was two days 
this week in Willits.

A woman in Fort Bragg busted on several charges in connection to a check 
forgery case at Harvest at Mendosa’s in Mendocino. The Sheriff’s Dept. 
reports deputies got a call to the market for a more than $350.00 ripoff 
because of a phony check passed at the business. They say Frankie 
Lemus-Cortez was the suspect in the case and that she was on active 
Mendocino County Probation. They say they had to force entry into her 
home, then arrested her for Forgery – Check Fraud, Resisting Arrest and 
Violation of Probation. She’s booked into the Mendocino County Jail and 
held on $20,000.00 bail

Gang violence rocks Fort Bragg. Police say over the last two weeks there’s 
been four separate shootings around the city, no injuries, but citizens 
concerned about local gangs. Police report there was a lot of gang graffiti 
last weekend so police are working with sheriff’s deputies to get to the 
bottom of it. The shots fired at homes and cars and graffiti on homes and 
fences. The police chief also says there was a fight last weekend that may 
be related to gangs too, and that previous conflicts have occurred between 
two gang-affiliated groups cops have been following for some time. Some of 
the incidents caught on local video surveillance. The Advocate Newspaper 
reports there was a Coalition for Gang Awareness and Prevention meeting 
at the police department last week. They’ll follow that up with a community 
forum at Town Hall, tentatively set for Thursday, April 25th, then another 
meeting for parents that may be concerned, but that would be more private.

Across the state, several thousand legal cannabis growers could be 
protected by a new bill by state Sen. Mike McGuire and Assemblyman Jim 
Wood. Both the Mendocino and Humboldt county boards of supervisors 
support the measure that could help as many as 7,000 temporary cannabis 
cultivation permit holders or those seeking the temporary licenses and help 
spur business instead of deterring what the two legislators refer to as “good 
actors” from going underground or back into the black market. New 
temporary licenses were put on hold at the end of last year and some given 
out expire this summer. About 5,000 others will expire at some point before 
that, many are small family farms. And apparently the state’s sending letters 
telling all of those permit holders to cease business immediately.

After the deadly 2017 wildfires that killed more than 40 people across 
Northern Calif, a group of former caregivers and maintenance workers are 
suing a couple of senior care homes in Sonoma County. The homes in 
Santa Rosa, their umbrella company, Oakmont Senior Living. The former 
employees are suing saying they were publicly blamed for abandoning 
elderly residents and further say the company’s been trying to keep them 
quiet as the state investigated the evacuations. Along with the former 
employees, two former residents are joining the suit saying Oakmont failed 
to give them adequate care during and after the fires. The residents claim 
they were abandoned by managers and staffers and had to evacuate 
somehow on their own. The lawsuit filed Tuesday in Sonoma County 
Superior Court.



A local tourism marketing agency working with Mendocino County having a 
big celebration as part of Friday Art Walk. Visit Mendocino County has its 
Grand Opening celebration in their new office tonight from 5 to 8 at 105 W. 
Clay St. They’re moving from Fort Bragg to have their offices in the county 
seat so they’re closer to county government, with whom they do a lot of 
work. Plus the county helps pay for some of the work of the nonprofit. They 
will also keep a small office in their Fort Bragg location, now sharing office 
space in the old location. The nonprofit also has a new website and is 
launching a digital marketing campaign.

There’s a new CEO at PG&E. As the company pulls itself out of bankruptcy 
protection, the former CEO of the Tennessee Valley Authority, William 
Johnson takes over. There are also 10 new directors on the company’s 
board of directors and seven board members have left. The company filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in January with $51.6 billion in debt 
because of massive claims against the utility related to a number of wildfire-
related claims after fatal wildfires across Northern Calif. in 2017 and Butte 
County in 2018. PG&E is blamed for at least 17 wildfires from the October 
2017 firestorm and is accused of starting the Camp Fire last year. The 
company also found criminally responsible for the San Bruno explosion in 
2010 that killed eight people.

Active shooter drills in Lake and Mendocino Counties. The drill trainings 
coordinated by the Lakeport Police Department along with the FBI. Agents 
teaching two 16-hour Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response 
Trainings at Clear Lake High School. The high school currently closed for 
spring break. Those involved trained to respond with a group or alone in the 
case there’s an active shooter call. 55 officers attended the training from 12 
local and state agencies including Lakeport Police, Clearlake Police, Ukiah 
Police, Willits Police, Cal Fire of Lake and Mendocino Counties and many 
other agencies.

A couple hundred people may have been exposed to Measles at UC Davis 
Medical Center in the state Capitol. The medical center sending a letter to 
the 200 saying “in an abundance of caution” they’re warning of possible 
exposure to the virus for those who visited the emergency department in 
mid-March. The letters went out last week after a young girl was treated at 
the hospital for a rash, later found to be the measles. She was there March 
17th, then the UCD Children’s Hospital’s chief of pediatric infectious 
diseases put out a statement saying it usually takes a week to two for the 
infection to show symptoms, and that it’s highly contagious, and can stay 
airborne up two hours after an infected person leaves an area. The hospital 
says there was only one person they were aware of who may have been 
exposed, but so far they show no symptoms of the virus.

Cal Fire’s making residential burn permits available online. The permits first 
became available today and they’re free for anyone in the state 
responsibility area of Mendocino County. They’re not actually required for 
door yard burning in the County, but the online application is an easy way to 
get a permit if the requirement happens again. You will have to watch a 
mandatory video though which features burning requirements and safety 
tips. You just have to fill out the application, then you can print the permit 
yourself. The permits are valid for the calendar year they’re issued in and 
have to be renewed each year. You call also call your local Cal Fire office 
for any requirements or burning restrictions that may apply to your area. 
Applicants will access the website at https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/

https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/
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The Kozlowski Farm property in Forestville may be sold soon since the 
family got permission to have a winery on the land. The Press Democrat 
reports the family has five possible buyers interested in their 21-acre farm 
along Highway 116. The newspaper reports it’s on the market at nearly $9 
million. It features 15 acres for pinot noir grapes. Now that the Zoning Dept. 
okay’d the winery permit, it’s expected to move fast with the potential of 
35,000 annual wine case production. There could also be a tasting room. 
The family’s also separately got its pie and specialty foods business on the 
market too.

Looking for a deadline extension for comment on land acquisition, the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors is considering a letter directly to the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on the proposal by the Big Valley Band of Pomo 
Indians. Because of an old law from the 30’s the Interior can buy land in 
trust for Indian tribes and give them sovereignty over land outside of their 
reservations. The Big Valley Pomo Tribe’s been in the Clear Lake area for 
almost 12,000 years with 21 parcels they want to file into trust on 50 acres. 
They’re located around the Konocti Vista Resort & Casino. The tribe wants 
to put up a casino and commercial center, car wash, smoke shop and 
farmers market. The Lake County Administrative Officer has written a letter 
to the board of supervisors that county staff needs more time to review the 
proposed land acquisition and with that a letter to the Interior Dept.

A major step forward to help some cannabis growers with temporary 
licenses. State Sen. Mike McGuire and Assemblyman Jim Wood working on 
a licensing gap in the legislature. No new temporary licenses were being 
permitted for state cannabis growers and some already licensed would lose 
them in coming months. In an overwhelming yes vote in the senate small 
farmers and others with temporary licenses may get a reprieve. More than 
6,900 temporary cannabis growing licenses expire by July. 1,000 already 
have and another 4,000 will this month. The two legislators say a process 
the governor is pushing may not be fast enough. Now their bill will move to 
the Assembly, where it’s expected to pass.

A man from Eureka’s been arrested after cops see the wrong license plate 
on his pickup. A deputy on patrol sees the license plate on a Dodge Dakota 
supposed to actually be for an RV. The man spotted near the intersection of 
Airport Boulevard and Talmage Road in Ukiah. Robert Joseph Paul tried to 
get away, ignoring the deputy’s command to stop, then led him on a chase 
on the 101 at speeds of almost 95 MPH. The car then got off the highway, 
heading towards Boonville, driving erratically, and was finally stopped in 
Philo after traveling about 80 mph thru Boonville. Police say Paul was 
driving a stolen vehicle from Humboldt County, had meth in his possession 
along with a Billy Club. And he was found to be on parole. he was arrested 
and held without bail for felony evading, possession of stolen property, 
possession of billy club, violation of parole, possession of controlled 
substance and possession of narcotics paraphernalia.

A man from Albion’s been arrested for a domestic violence call. Deputies 
got a call Friday night for a domestic battery call, finding a woman who says 
she was engaged to Jesse Germaine and they had a verbal argument which 
escalated after he hit her in the head with a blunt object and forced her to 
the ground. They say he then took her phone from her when she tried to call 
9-1-1. She had minor injuries deputies say were consistent with the assault. 
The man found to be on active formal probation for a previous domestic 
violence case. He was arrested and held in Mendocino County Jail on 
$25,000.00 bail



A man from Fort Bragg on community supervision already busted for having 
a rifle on him when he’s approached by cops. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s office says Deputies went to Robert Brockway’s home knowing he 
was on active Post Release Community Supervision for a previous felony 
conviction that includes terms he has to submit to search without a warrant. 
They searched his car and found a loaded short barreled shotgun 
concealed in the passenger compartment of his car so he was arrested and 
held without bail.

The Small Business Administration says the deadline is coming to apply for 
loans for wildfire damage or destruction from last July 23rd thru September 
19th. A reminder to apply by May 6th, for loans that caused economic injury 
from wildfires and high winds. Eligible private nonprofits of any size can 
apply for SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans of up to $2 million for working 
capital needs caused by the disasters in Lake and Shasta Counties.

Applicants may apply online, receive additional disaster assistance 
information and download applications at disastercustomerservice for more 
information on SBA disaster assistance. Individuals who are deaf or 
hard of hearing may call (800) 877-8339. Completed applications should be ‑ ‑
mailed to U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and 
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

Camp Fire survivors have five temporary community housing sites being put 
up. The state reports the one to three bedroom mobile housing units include 
a kitchen, bathrooms, and common areas, and Travel Trailer options are 
also at the community sites and mobile home parks. They can be custom 
tailored with ramps and other amenities for handicap accessibility too. 83 
million dollars from FEMA for financial aid has been provided as of last 
Thursday to about 7,900 households and renters who qualified for 
assistance. There have also been nearly $400 million worth of loans from 
the Small Business Administration approved for businesses, private 
nonprofit organizations, homeowners and renters recovering from the 
Camp, Woolsey and Hill fires.

Could be a massive court case as several California cities are suing 
regulators to get a rule overturned that allows deliveries of legal marijuana. 
Delivery began in January, but the League of California Cities and police 
chiefs across the state said unrestricted home deliveries meant there would 
be an unchecked market and no local control. Some of the municipalities 
now suing say it damages marijuana businesses and a promise to voters in 
2016. The state Bureau of Cannabis Control allowing for the deliveries, has 
not commented on the lawsuit, filed last week in Fresno County Superior 
Court, asking for the rule to be invalidated.

A new way to see when people evacuate their homes during disasters, to 
see where they go. Chapman University analyzing evacuation and recovery 
patterns which could reportedly help inform emergency response efforts. 
Facebook can help as there are nearly 2.5 billion active users a month. 
Researchers say many disaster victims log on to the social media platform 
during an evacuation. Facebook’s disasters map initiative can estimate how 
many people live in certain areas, and see movements in various 
neighborhoods, like where people mark themselves as “safe” during a crisis. 
During the Mendocino Complex Fire Facebook could pinpoint where as 
many as 10,000 people were at. Researchers say there was no pattern of 
where people fled though, until after evacuations were lifted. NASA funded 
this research.
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It’s rattlesnake season. Warmer temperatures bringing out many kinds of 
snakes. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife says most snakes 
are harmless but the venomous rattlesnake should be left alone. The 
agency says snakes are actually needed in our ecosystem and a bite from a 
rattlesnake is actually rare. They like to be alone, and aren’t naturally 
aggressive. They say the bites usually happen if a rattlesnake is handled or 
accidentally brushed up against. They can cause serious injury and death.

Additional resources can be found on the www.CaliforniaHerps.com Living 
with Rattlesnakes Web page.

A couple of men connected to a court case with a Lake County Supervisor 
in court with a ruling against them. Robert and Jan Sanders accused of an 
attack against District 5 Supervisor Rob Brown who was working in his 
capacity as a bail bondsman back in 2012. The judge ruled Brown acted in 
self defense and was not responsible for harm to Robert Sanders. The 
plaintiffs will get nothing in the case which is binding and each of the parties 
will pay their own court fees. There had been an altercation back then to 
serve civil paperwork and an eviction notice at a house in Clearlake where 
police ended up responding after a reported assault by Brown against 
Sanders who tried to escort him off his property.

Three people have been seriously injured after two cars crash near 
Forestville. Police say it happened late this morning on River Road. The 
crash around 11 a.m. was a head on crash on the Laguna bridge. The CHP 
reports those injured are in critical condition, with a fourth person in 
moderate condition The crash blocked a major road with traffic snarled 
badly so traffic was eventually diverted. Folks stuck in it reportedly calling 
police to say they feared there would be another crash. Firefighters from 
several departments went to the scene to cut the victims out of the cars and 
treat them.

A fire in Humboldt turns out to have been started by a faulty extension cord. 
The fire Saturday night started under a couch then caught carpet on fire too. 
KymKemp.com reporting there were folks home at the time in bed, but were 
alerted by smoke alarms in the house. They were able to put the fire out and 
evacuate as firefighters got there. Firefighters completely stomped out the 
fire, but treated one person for a minor injury that happened as they were 
evacuating. Firefighters swept smoke, ash and debris from the home. The 
damage just in the couch and carpet. Firefighters reminding smoke alarms 
save lives!

A reminder from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to stay away 
from young wildlife. Lake Co News reporting spring’s the time for some 
wildlife to give birth, and it may be a time when some people try to interact 
with young wildlife, especially if it seems they’ve been abandoned. They 
remind it could actually be more harmful than good for the wild animal. They 
can’t generally survive if taken from their habitat. Adult deer can leave their 
young in tall grass or brush and young mountain lions are also left alone a 
lot. The state agency reminds anyone taking a young animal from the wild 
has to notify them or they have to bring the animal to a state and federally 
permitted wildlife rehabilitator within 48 hours.

To learn more about how to live and recreate responsibly where wildlife is 
near, please visit CDFW’s Keep Me Wild website at www.keepmewild.org.

http://www.californiaherps.com/
http://www.keepmewild.org/


Emergency evacuations the subject of a talk with researchers from the 
University of California at Berkeley in Lakeport for Spanish-speaking 
residents. They’re trying to find out about how emergency evacuations went 
during the Mendocino Complex fires. Researchers want to see how 
vulnerable populations were impacted, specifically Spanish speaking 
households. There’s been several focus groups in Northern Calif about 
emergency evacuations during the October 2017 firestorm, fires the same 
year in Southern Calif, and the Mendocino Complex fires. The study paid for 
by Cal Berkeley’s Institute of Transportation Studies and funded by 2017’s 
gas tax act.

Those interested in joining the focus group can find more information (in 
Spanish or English) by calling (925) 895-7897.

A man found dead inside a rented home in Clearlake from carbon monoxide 
poisoning. Police say they went to the home March 20th and had the air 
sampled for possible hazardous materials by the Lake County Fire 
Protection District, but none were found. They say there was no heat source 
to the home, no carbon monoxide detectors or maintained smoke detectors. 
They say it also looked as though the man had been using a propane heater 
for heat. Toxicology reports show carbon monoxide poisoning as the 
suspected cause of death. After the death Code Enforcement and 
investigators checked 20 other properties owned by the same landlord, 
finding the same heating issues, and other substandard conditions. All 
homes got smoke detectors and the property owners got violation notices 
and administrative citations.

A man from Clearlake arrested for having a bunch of cash and drugs. Police 
say Peter Hart was pulled over for a traffic stop last Friday and cops found 
more than an ounce of suspected meth and over $1400 in cash. He was 
also out on bail after another arrest in January. He was charged for 
suspicion of possession and transportation for sales of methamphetamine. 
He’s arrested again on the same charges with an enhancement of 
committing a felony while on bail. They then went to his home the next day, 
finding about four pounds of processed marijuana, paraphernalia and 
evidence of other sorts of drug sales and over $10,000 in cash. Additional 
charges are now possible.

Pretty quick deliberation in Mendocino Superior Court, then a guilty verdict 
for a woman accused of crimes with her husband. The jury only took an 
hour before returning with the verdict against 68-year-old Susan Mary Miller, 
formerly of the Anchor Bay/Gualala area. She was accused of being an 
accessory to felonies or being an accessory after the fact, someone who 
knows a perpetrator committed one or more felonies, aids that perpetrator, 
with intent they may escape arrest, conviction, and/or punishment. This after 
her hubby shot a neighbor and attempted to also shoot the neighbor’s wife 
because of some gravel being spread out on a shared road. She then lied to 
cops about it. Cops found she also video’d the shooting and didn’t give that 
to investigators and deleted it instead. She’s due back in court in June for 
sentencing.
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A man accused of stealing the identities of dozens of people in Butte County 
has been arrested. Police say James Dye was making phony checks with 
those identities, some of them were Camp Fire victims. He was busted near 
a Walmart in Oroville for suspicion of identity theft of more than 10 victims, 
creating fictitious checks, forgery, possession of stolen property and 
possession of burglary tools. Cops first tipped off to the crimes in January 
when an elderly victim in Oroville had his identity stolen with checks ripped 
off out of his mailbox. Dye arrested last week for an outstanding warrant, 
then when his car was searched, they found he had more than 40 other 
possible identity theft victims. They also found cash, ripped checks from the 
first victim and other evidence of the crimes.

A couple more cases of measles confirmed in Butte County. The Butte 
County Department of Public Health confirms there are now six confirmed 
cases, one is a young child, the others are all adults. Both the latest patients 
have passed the infectious period. Officials asking anyone who gets the 
virus to self-report if they had been to any public places at the time. They’ve 
got a couple of public places identified: a Chico Safeway Store on 
Mangrove, March 21st around lunchtime, and the Northern Valley Indian 
Health’s Chico Children’s Center, March 28th, between 2:15 p.m. to 3:45 
p.m. Really no treatment except supportive care until it’s gone.

A real estate mogul and his wife in the Bay Area caught up in the college 
admissions scandal are pleading guilty. Bruce and Davina Isackson are 
accused of using stock they owned in Facebook to bribe people to get their 
daughter into UCLA. They’ve also publicly apologized saying it was their 
duty to set a good example for their children, but instead harmed and 
embarrassed them by their misguided decisions. Their lawyer says they’ve 
also agreed to cooperate in the case. Bruce charged with conspiracy to 
commit mail and wire fraud and his wife the same. She’s free on one-million-
dollar bond, he’s released on conditions. They’re accused in the “Operation 
Varsity Blues” scandal along with actresses Felicity Huffman and Lori 
Loughlin. The parents face up to 20 years in federal prison if convicted by a 
jury.

A man arrested in Willits for stealing and vandalizing. Police report arresting 
Michael Ratley yesterday after the Sherwood Valley Tribal Environmental 
Program reported to cops there had been thefts and vandalism last 
weekend. Police investigated but haven’t said how or why they identified 
Ratley as the suspect. He’s charged with Grand Theft and Felony 
Vandalism and booked at Mendocino County Jail, then released on his own 
recognizance pending charges for felon in possession of a firearm.

A man in Willits busted after a search warrant is served at a house by 
several law enforcement agencies. Larry St. Laurent arrested for violation of 
probation, possession of a controlled substance, possession for sales of a 
controlled substance, sales of a controlled substance, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia for Methamphetamine and Psilocybin or “Magic” 
Mushrooms.

The US Navy will be conducting tests and training along the Northwest 
Coast next year so they’re visiting an elementary school in Fort Bragg to 
explain. Officers will be at Dana Gray Elementary School Friday, May 3rd to 
talk about the testing and training exercises in November of 2020. It’s part of 
the environmental impact assessment the Navy has to do to see what the 
effects are of underwater acoustic and electromagnetic devices, chemicals 
released during operations, risks of entanglement for large fish and marine 
mammals, and explosives from Puget Sound south to the Mendocino-
Humboldt County line. It’s all an update of an environmental document from 
2015 on Navy operations and effects on undersea life and how it could harm 
animals’ ability to navigate and communicate.



The Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee has 
updated the Board of Supervisors related to Measure B, The Mental Health 
Initiative. The committee comes up with recommendations so the county 
can get to work on projects to build the crisis stabilization facility, residential 
facility, and a psychiatric facility. The Committee’s working on finding a 
project manager but has not hired anyone yet. The idea is this person would 
keep the committee on task. They’re also looking for an architect and other 
positions for various projects. They’ve still got $6 million on hand.

The Mendocino County Executive Office requesting a document be put 
together so the public can follow all of the progress. The Board Of 
Supervisors also formally recognized this week as Crime Victim’s Rights 
Week and Volunteer Appreciation Week in Mendocino County and the 
month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month in Mendocino County.

The state legislature putting forth a bill so that community colleges will allow 
homeless students to sleep in their cars. An Assembly committee passed 
the bill last week and has referred it to an appropriations committee. It 
comes after a report finding almost 1 in 5 community college students had 
been homeless over the last year. If it passes and gets to the Governor’s 
desk it would mean community colleges have to have a plan in place so 
enrolled students in good standing with the college are allowed to park 
overnight in a campus lot. There would also have to be accessible 
bathrooms.

A dad who jumped into a Northern California river to rescue his infant son is 
confirmed dead. 41-year-old Moua Lo’s body’s been found. The Sacramento 
County coroner’s office confirmed the body was Lo Monday. The body found 
by a fisherman Sunday. Lo had drifted off and vanished March 29th after 
jumping into the San Joaquin River near Isleton to save his 1-year old boy 
after he fell off a boat. He was in a life jacket though, he’s still in the hospital. 
Dad was not wearing a life jacket.

A draft letter the Lake County Board of Supervisors agreed to send to the 
Interior Dept will be revised. It’s to comment on the Big Valley Band of Pomo 
Indians’ who’ve applied for 21 parcels of land trust. The letter agreed to after 
the Tribal Administrator explained what they were planning to do with the 
parcels thru the federal agency’s fee-to-trust program. The county to ask the 
Interior Dept for an extension so they can prepare comments on the tribe’s 
application. The County Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson says it’s to 
make sure any comments added to the applications are accurate. The Tribal 
Administrator saying they were upset with the County since its already had 
the entire package of applications more than a year, and now they’re waiting 
until the end of the comment period. Huchingson says she’s not heard a 
thing about it in two years.

Santa Cruz is suing the state saying it’s being undercut by people from out 
of town delivering weed. The Chairman of the Santa Cruz County Board of 
Supervisors says local businesses are on the losing end of the deal 
because of deliveries from Oakland or San Francisco. The suit filed last 
week against the California Bureau of Cannabis Control saying there’s no 
longer a level playing field. Several other cities and municipalities are also 
suing the state because of deliveries, a new rule that started this year. 
California’s apparently the only state allowing the practice. Santa Cruz and 2 
dozen other governments suing using an old Reagan Administration slogan 
as their motto: Just Say No.



Preparing for voting day for the Lakeport Fire Protection District Board on a 
new parcel tax. The board talking about the tax at the meeting last night and 
how they’ll spend the money should Measure M pass. The fire tax vote is 
next month, by mail-in ballot only. Lake Co News reports the meeting last 
night focused on the coming vote, budget issues and personnel matters, 
one of which is the retirement of the longtime district Administrative 
Assistant, Linda Buckner, who was there 16 years. Her replacement sworn 
in last night, Mandi Huff, who comes from the South Lake County Fire 
Protection District. The former Lake County Registrar of Voters is pitching in 
to help ensure things go smoothly for that vote next month.

California is preparing already for the 2020 Federal Census. The state is 
forming the 2020 Citizens Redistricting Commission thru the State Auditor’s 
Office. The 14-member commission is tasked with redrawing boundaries for 
Congressional, State Senate, State Assembly and State Board of 
Equalization districts, so they correctly reflect the state’s population. So now 
the Auditor’s office is asking for help spreading the word. There’s a new 
website set up for the public, community organizations, and stakeholders so 
they can read up on the information about the application and selection 
process for the commission with deadlines, resources and a form that can 
be filled in online for those interested.

http://ShapeCaliforniasFuture.auditor.ca.gov

If you have any questions or would like to request a speaker from the State 
Auditor’s Office for an upcoming event, please call 833-421-7550 or email 
shapecaliforniasfuture .

A man from Lucerne killed in a solo car crash at the Nice-Lucerne Cutoff. 
The Lake County Sheriff’s office reports 20-year-old Ruben Foreman died 
Monday while the passenger in a car driven by an 18-year-old from Lucerne. 
There was also a 16 year old passenger in the car too. The CHP reports the 
driver headed north at the cutoff just south of the Rodman Slough bridge 
during rainy, cloudy conditions and while trying to take a curve, he lost 
control, went off the road and crashed into a fence. Foreman was the front 
seat passenger and had major injuries to his face. CHP reports he was 
unresponsive when firefighters got there. He was taken to a hospital and 
pronounced dead. The 16-year-old passenger had minor injuries and the 
driver was not hurt. The CHP reports they were all wearing seatbelts, and 
they do not suspect drugs or alcohol as factors in the crash.

Ahead of the next wildfire season, Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
(PG&E) has crews out inspecting towers, poles and substations in 
Mendocino, Humboldt, Lake and Trinity Counties. They’re flying drones and 
helicopters for the inspections as a second layer of protection after other 
visual inspections. Besides substations, the choppers will also use special 
technology for more data and will take pictures. It’s part of the utility 
company’s wildfire safety efforts, after the 2017 and 2018 wildfires to reduce 
the risk of more wildfires. The drones are flying every day except Sunday 
between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. and there’s a possibility they might have to 
access private property. The choppers will be above ground at around 250 
feet and you may seen them hovering at times for up to ten minutes.

More information can be found at pge.com/wildfiresafety.

http://shapecaliforniasfuture.auditor.ca.gov/
http://pge.com/wildfiresafety
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The Lake County Sheriff’s Office/Office of Emergency Services is 
conducting a test of the emergency warning sirens. The test Saturday at 12 
PM in the Loch Lomond, Cobb Mountain, Anderson Springs, and 
Middletown areas during the Cobb Area Council’s Cobb Safe event. It’s to 
make sure the warning sirens are functioning properly. While it’s happening 
there will be messages sent out as a reminder why you might be hearing the 
sirens. You can sign up for the Lake Co Alerts at the link on our Facebook 
page and website 
https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736729003#/signup

A representative of PG&E at the latest Butte County supervisors meeting 
saying the utility would be continuing their proactive work ahead of the next 
fire season and their restoration work after the Camp Fire. The rep telling 
supervisors they’ve made progress clearing as many as 65,000 trees in 
Paradise that could cause transmission lines to spark. There are 91,000 
trees in all that are supposed to be removed. The company also working to 
help get a campground open for RV’s so Camp Fire survivors can use it. 
They’re also planning to open a 24/7 wildfire safety operations center this 
wildfire season with PG&E meteorologists working with Cal Fire, and they’ll 
add 1,300 new weather service stations and 600 high-definition cameras in 
high-threat areas by 2022. There will also be a lot more safety inspections, 
they’ll to visual, drone and helicopter inspections.

A lawyer representing fire victims says PG&E is being investigated for 
possible criminal conduct connected to the start of the Camp fire. 85 people 
died in the fire and most of the town of Paradise was destroyed. This 
revealed in bankruptcy court for the utility which is reportedly going to pay 
as much as $235 million in employee bonuses, something victims are 
against. The lawyer telling a reporter the investigation into the ignition points 
of the Camp Fire in its early stages. PG&E has so far not commented on the 
report. Butte authorities are not prosecuting PG&E after a 2017 fire, which 
only burned 150 acres, but the Camp Fire’s another story. Cal Fire is still 
investigating.

A former student of Ukiah High says her picture as a water polo player at 
the school was used in the college cheating scandal. The Daily Journal 
reports Shannon Whetzel’s picture was used by a wealthy Napa Valley 
winery owner to get his daughter into USC, making the college think she 
was an elite water polo athlete. Court papers and the Daily Journal 
investigation shows Agustina Huneeus is the daughter of the winery owner 
Agustin Huneeus. He just pleaded guilty to the cheating scandal. The 
newspaper reports Agustina’s sister Antonia went to Yale. The paper also 
says Agustin paid $300,000 to get his other daughter into USC and the man 
at the head of the cheating scandal helped her with her SAT scores and a 
fake water polo profile.

A temporary moratorium on industrial hemp being extended in Mendocino 
County. The Board of Supervisors gave the thumbs up to the extension of 
cultivation of industrial hemp and cultivating genetically modified organisms 
in unincorporated areas of the County. They’ll also consider it for the County 
as a whole at a later date. The ban to last nearly a year, until next Feb. 24th, 
of 2020. The wording in the ordinance says it’ll be totally prohibited so 
county staff can further study the issue, talking to other counties to see what 
they do regarding hemp. The board looking at ways to bolster the cannabis 
industry, not hinder it.

https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736729003#/signup


For more information, please contact Dennie Maslak by emailing

maslakd or call (707) 467-5851.

The man accused of setting the Clayton Fire in Lake County is still being 
held in Jail. The Record Bee reports more than two and a half years after 
the fire in Lower Lake, accused arsonist, Damin Pashilk, of Clearlake is still 
behind bars, pleading not guilty, but not yet at trial. A recent preliminary 
hearing has him held to answer charges. Now the jail will hold him until April 
23rd and maybe longer. The newspaper reports there’s been a lot of 
movement in the case, but no word when the jury trial will start yet. He’s 
facing multiple arson charges for several fires besides the Clayton which 
burned in August of 2016. It burned nearly 4,000 acres and destroyed 300 
structures. He’s due back in court April 23rd.

Some Lake County voters being reminded to get their completed voter 
registration form in to the Registrar of Voters office on or before April 22nd 
or have it postmarked on the date so they can receive their official ballot for 
the Lakeport Fire Protection District parcel tax. Those eligible are 
encouraged to get their paperwork in, but if they don’t they can still cast a 
provisional ballot by going in to the Lake County Registrar of Voters on 
Election Day, May 7th. You can also register to vote there, call to have a 
form sent to you, or register on line. You can also find registration forms 
around town at most post offices, libraries, City Offices and Chamber of 
Commerce offices. http://registertovote.ca.gov/.

The Lake County Registrar Of Voters Office also wants those who may have 
lost their homes in recent fires to use their your pre-fire residence address 
for the Election. They say they’ll start to process the ballots, starting this 
coming Monday. The processing of the ballots continues thru Election Day 
and during the 30 day official canvas. The counting of ballots starts on 
Election Day in the Registrar of Voters office, but they won’t announce if the 
parcel tax passes until after polls close at 8:00 p.m. Those who would like to 
observe are invited to watch the processing and counting.

The monthly meeting of the Mendocino County Homeless Services 
Continuum of Care is set. Next Monday, April 15th, at 1:30 p.m. there will be 
an update on Homelessness Definitions, a presentation on Rapid 
Rehousing, and talks on staffing and appointments. The Continuum of Care 
program made up of individuals, and agencies with the goal of fighting 
homelessness in the community. The group helps bring Federal Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) money to Mendocino County to help 
families and individuals experiencing or at risk of homelessness, to find 
stable housing.

Community members are being encouraged to attend the next Mendocino 
County Behavioral Health and Recovery Services meeting. It’s happening 
next Wednesday, April 17th at Lauren’s Café, in Boonville, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. It’s for anyone interested in supporting local behavioral health 
services.

BHAB meeting agendas are published at: 
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/BHAB

For more information about the BHAB meetings, please contact Carolyn 
Peckham, Behavioral Health & Recovery Services Administrative Secretary 
at (707) 472-2310 or e-mail: bhboard

http://registertovote.ca.gov/
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/BHAB


Permits for those who want to renew their yearly Cannabis Cultivation permit 
being accepted. The Mendocino County Department of Planning and 
Building Services accepting applications for the renewals, but not by 
appointment. There’s a cannabis drop box now, where all of the applications 
should be dropped off. It’s in the main lobby of the Planning and Building 
Services Dept on North Bush Street in Ukiah. You may have to first have 
your updated status and compliance plan to get your renewal, if your permit 
had restrictions. You won’t be able to renew if you don’t follow the rules 
carefully.

It’s back to square one between the City of Lakeport and the Board of 
Supervisors regarding the city’s proposed annexation of the South Main 
Street corridor. The board got an update this week from the county’s 
negotiating committee of the annexation of a 123 acre piece of land. Lake 
Co News reports the latest meeting ran smoother than in the past. The 
discussion this time on water service and a planned road project. The 
annexation in the works for at least a quarter century. Parties agreed a date 
would be set for another meeting before the end of the week to get things 
moving again.

A man from Guerneville found guilty of a hate crime is going to jail for nearly 
a year. Vincent O’Sullivan convicted for threatening a gay Starbucks barista. 
The homeless man lives in Guerneville. He reportedly went into a Starbucks 
last May and threatened the employee saying he was building pipe bombs 
to attack the employee, the Safeway and the Starbucks its located in, and a 
nearby Sheriff’s Office substation. He was also found guilty of stealing a gay 
pride flag from Guerneville Plaza and went to jail for four months for that. 
Now he has to serve another nine months in jail, and three years probation 
after that.

Big Gulp drinkers get a break. The state Assemblymember who brought 
forth legislation to ban Big Gulps has pulled the legislation. Asm. David Chiu 
of San Francisco says he’s going to re-activate the bill next year so it’s 
illegal for retailers to sell or give away those ginormous cups with removable 
lids. He says there’s been a bunch of talks about the bill and more ways to 
reduce sugar-sweetened drink consumption. He says instead, they’ll make it 
a two year effort so there’s constructive dialogue. He says sugar-sweetened 
beverages are one of the most pressing public health issues of our time and 
must be addressed, adding it’s a multi-year conversation, he looks forward 
to having.

A unanimous decision to seek the death penalty against the accused 
Golden State Killer. 73 year old former Central Calif. Cop Joseph DeAngelo, 
accused of being the mass murderer. Now DA’s from six different counties 
where he’s accused of crime sprees met to decide. Four of the counties 
make him eligible for Capital Punishment, Sacramento, Santa Barbara, 
Orange, and Ventura. DeAngelo’s charged with 13 counts of murder, and 13 
counts of kidnapping for robbery. He probably won’t ever be put to death, 
due to his age and also the recently signed executive order by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom to stop executions in California.
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A new report shows all sorts of improper activity on the job at various 
California offices. The report from the Calif. State Auditor shows one Calif. 
State University police officer found napping on the job, an IT associate took 
bereavement leave improperly, and three engineers misused as much as 
1,000 hours of state time. The report shows 30 employees engaging in all 
sorts of abuses at multiple state agencies. Some employees taking time off 
without consent and more. The officer at the CSU campus who napped cost 
the state more than $16,000. The three engineers at the State Water 
Resources Control Board came into work whenever they felt like it, took long 
lunches and left early, costing the state as much as $48,000. The State 
Auditor with reform suggestions like improved training, monitoring time 
reporting, and possible changes to union agreements regarding 
bereavement leave.

Hundreds on the picket line across the state. The University of California’s 
largest employee union had the daylong strike yesterday. The American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees Local 3299 with 
workers picketing across the state. The second time UC workers have been 
out of work, picketing in a month. The union represents as many as 24,000 
UC service and patient care workers. The union says it’s because of 
intimidation tactics and interference with union organizing. They’ve also filed 
a report on the matter with the state Public Employment Relations Board. A 
University of California spokesperson says it’s just a way to justify another 
strike. Negotiations for a new deal for the workers has been going on two 
years. The union wants an 8% increase in pay, UC is giving them 2%. Union 
leaders also say some jobs are being outsourced.

A man in Florida has been arrested after reportedly sticking a cigarette in a 
young alligator’s mouth. Lee County Sheriff’s deputies say they got multiple 
complaints about crimes last month on Fort Myers Beach. They found Phillip 
Harris with pictures on his phone of himself abusing an alligator. A local 
newspaper reporting there are videos of the man holding a 2-foot gator by 
its neck, then tossing it to the ground and pointing a handgun at it. There 
are now several charges against him including burglary and grand theft.

Busy agenda for the Fort Bragg City Council this week as they considered 
work on the Coastal Trail, a new website to attract tourists and a possible 
new residential care facility for elderly folks with disabilities. An already 
approved bike park on the Coastal Trail was discussed. It would have a 
bunch of jumps and ramps after the Police Activities League requested it. 
The league will oversee its construction, maintenance and operation and the 
city won’t have to put up a dime. The council considering a loan agreement 
for Parents and Friends, Inc., so a grant can be released for the planned 
residential elderly care facility project. It will be three three-bedroom, two-
bath homes for aging, disabled clients of the nonprofit. And if the nonprofit 
provides services for twenty years, the loan will be forgiven. Finally the 
council discussed the new Visit Fort Bragg website to promote the city as a 
vacation destination.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors hearing from county staff on 
the move to the Planning and Building Services Department by the 
Cannabis Program. The team has moved the Mendocino Cannabis Program 
from the Department of Agriculture to its new place in Planning and Building 
Services. The board approved that last month. There was an update on 
applications too, as of March 21st, there were more than 1,300 applicants 
with 23 approved so far. The county also recently announced they’re 
accepting renewals of the yearly cannabis cultivation permits and the Phase 
I Cannabis Cultivation Application submission process opened April 1st.



State Sen. Mike Mc-Guire announcing his plans for old railroad tracks to be 
turned into the Great Redwood Trail is moving forward. The Senate and 
Assembly Budget Subcommittees on Resources and Transportation each 
approving the governor’s request for $3 million to move forward with 
McGuire’s legislation. Another major obstacle overcome, is the North Coast 
Railroad Authority’s (NCRA) Board of Directors approved a legal settlement. 
The money the governor requested to work on the master plan for the trail, 
one million for an initial assessment of the right-of-way for the trail, $1.5 
million more for easement research and $500,000 for the audit of NCRA’s 
finances and the possible transfer of part of the line to the Sonoma Marin 
Area Rail Transit District (SMART).

A report released by the Lake County Civil Grand Jury says Lampson Field 
Airport badly needs improvements and updates to the general plan as well 
as other documents so it can get grants and comply with state law. The 
Record Bee reports the report submitted last month, a few months early 
because of its urgency. The report says the grant funding from the FAA has 
to be applied for by December 31st, urging agencies to make the changes 
needed so the county can apply for the grants. It needs a new master plan, 
and a noise and safety-related compatibility study in order to comply with 
state laws.

Ahead of an announcement today by the governor, a new report says if 
there are more wildfires in northern or central Calif., PG&E bills could 
skyrocket 50 percent higher. The report by Steven Weissman who lectures 
at UC Berkeley’s Goldman School of Public Policy. The giant utility’s already 
convicted of crimes from the San Bruno explosion and is now in bankruptcy 
because of wildfire related liabilities. It could reach $30 billion in liabilities for 
the 2017 and 2018 fires linked to PG&E. Right now average monthly bills 
are about $170 for electric and gas, but could potentially go up to $250. The 
Governor’s supposed to release a plan to deal with wildfires today.

The state is partnering with local cities for affordable housing with a plan to 
release at least three Requests for Proposals. Apparently Governor 
Newsom’s administration has reviewed all state owned property to see if 
homes can be built there. The administration looking for proposals for new 
housing construction within a year, with the idea the first parcel would be 
known by the end of Sept. The governor says there’s not enough housing 
and the cost keeps climbing so his administration is working with local 
leaders to push for affordable housing. It comes after he signed an 
executive order to develop affordable housing on excess state lands in 
January.

The city of Clearlake selling the airport property. The City Council voted 
unanimously for the city manager to move forward with a letter of intent with 
Village Investment Partners or VIP, for Pierce Field, which is just over 27 
acres. VIP wants to buy the airport property, the old Outrageous Waters 
water park and another parcel for a major development. The city owns the 
old airport property, transferred for long-range public use by the old 
redevelopment agency. The idea is a six month deal where VIP reaches out 
to potential retailers to see if there’s interest.
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A new report says small, poverty-stricken towns in Calif. could be the next 
Paradise if disaster strikes. The investigation by McClatchy newspapers 
says more than 350,000 people living in the small towns that are in very 
high fire hazard severity zones. The town of Paradise had been one of them 
before the Camp Fire last year, the most destructive in the state. Malibu was 
one of those zones too, last year the Woolsey Fire burned more than 400 
homes there. And Cobb is one of them, it was mostly destroyed by the 
Valley Fire in 2015. The analysis by the newspaper group from a 2010 
census.

Cal Fire has a new report for the governor after his Executive Order to 
identify high priority fuels reduction projects. Two are in Mendocino County, 
the Ukiah Fuels Reduction and the Willits Fuel Reduction part of a plan to 
protect more than 200 of California’s most wildfire-vulnerable communities. 
In Ukiah, the focus is on roadside vegetation clearance, fire control lines on 
ridges, and shaded fuel breaks. It’s on more than 26,500 acres. The Willits 
project on about 12,00 acres will also focus on roadside vegetation 
clearance, fire control lines, and shaded fuel breaks.

A body found by Yolo County authorities believed to that of a missing tow 
truck driver. Police say 40 year old Shalvinesh Sharma was seen down the 
Sacramento River at the Garcia Bend area and the body was pulled from 
the river by sheriff’s deputies and others. He and his wife were in a tow truck 
that crashed with a big rig two weeks ago. His wife’s body is still missing.

Environmentalists calling on California to stop fracking. Hydraulic fracturing, 
also known as fracking, is when high pressure water mixed with chemicals is 
shot into rock to crack it and let oil out. Former Gov. Jerry Brown allowed 
the practice even though anti-oil activists tried to get him to stop. He did sign 
a law to make it a requirement for all chemicals used in fracking to be made 
public. And Gov. Gavin Newsom previously said he was against fracking, 
when he was campaigning for the top job in the state. There’s been no 
further comment from Newsom on the practice. Just about 20% of 
California’s oil comes from the practice. Activists say it’s a danger to drinking 
water, air quality and public health and puts oceans at risk. Now there are 
new state rules in place allowing high pressure injections of steam or acid 
for oil production.

A massive purchase across the state of high-capacity firearm magazines 
after a federal judge overturned the state’s ban on the magazines that carry 
more than ten rounds. But then the state went to court to request a delay, 
and got it. Between those two dates there was a buying frenzy in California, 
something the California Rifle and Pistol Association called “Freedom 
Week.” The Attorney General Xavier Becerra appealed the ruling and now 
the state’s prepared to fight it permanently to the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. Those who were able to get their hands on the large-capacity 
magazines during Freedom Week get to keep them so far, but may have to 
turn them in if the appeals court disagrees.

A bunch of traditional native plants are being planted by the Mendocino 
National Forest (MNF) and the Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake. The 
plantings along Middle Creek on the Upper Lake Ranger District to reduce 
soil erosion, help with better water quality for the Clear Lake Hitch to spawn. 
The fish are a major source of food for the tribe. And finally, various 
traditional native plants the tribe uses for basketry and other purposes are 
being planted. The forest and tribe will continue to partner in the area to 
maintain the work and plant more in the future.



Some community forums in Mendocino county on Mental Health. The 
Mendocino County Chief Executive Officer, Carmel J. Angelo, has 
announced the first Community Forums to work toward reducing the number 
of people with mental illness in jails. Two sessions May 8th at the Ukiah 
Veterans Hall, and the following day at the Fort Bragg Veterans Hall. 
There’s an educational session first from 1-5pm, then public forums after, 
from 6-8pm, at both locations.

The Governor has requested Presidential Major Disaster Declarations after 
severe storms in February which brought massive flooding, mudslides and 
damage to critical infrastructure across California. That would mean state, 
tribal and local governments would receive help with recovery projects like 
repair and replacement of disaster-damaged facilities and infrastructure, like 
roads, bridges and utilities. It comes after the governor declared state of 
emergencies in 33 counties across the state after the storms.

Two people in Ukiah won’t be going to trial again after agreeing to a plea 
deal. The Mendocino County District Attorney reporting Christopher 
Bradford and Diontae Wright, both from Indianapolis, Indiana, found guilty of 
a robbery and assault with a firearm, plus for recklessly evading a peace 
officer and evading a peace officer by driving in the opposing lane of traffic. 
They were found not guilty or no verdict could be reached on various other 
crimes, so there was a hung jury and mistrial on those charges. It all comes 
after an October 2017 marijuana robbery in the Brooktrails area. They were 
supposed to go to a second trial in two weeks, but they accepted a plea 
deal Friday. The two now being held in jail on no bail holds until formal 
sentencing in June. A codefendant, tried separately, got 12 years in state 
prison.

A packed house at the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors meeting as 
supervisors took up the sudden closure of the Dungeness crab fishery. The 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife ordered all crab fishermen pull 
their gear out of the ocean by today. There was a resolution of support by 
the supervisors for the crab fishermen, but one of the supervisors took it off 
the consent calendar and opened it for conversation. There were several 
speaking out saying they’re going to be devastated by the closure 
financially. Apparently, the gear from the fishery has been getting caught up 
in whales, but hundreds of miles away. An environmental group filed suit 
against the Department of Fish and Wildlife for not protecting humpback 
whales, blue whales and pacific leather-back sea turtles.

Another bumper crop of local grapes. The 2018 Final Grape Crush Report 
released by the U.S. Department of Agriculture shows one of the best crops 
in Northern Calif. in years and Mendocino Winegrowers say, the best ever 
for the county. The executive director of the group says they’re up 16 
percent to nearly of 82,000 tons, better than the last record year of, 2013, by 
almost 4,000 tons. The value is also up. 2018 hitting $137.5 million, up 
nearly 15 percent from last year’s $120 million. Chardonnay the top varietal, 
at 33 percent of what was harvested, then it was Cabernet Sauvignon, and 
Pinot Noir.

A settlement finally reached between two environmental groups and the 
North Coast Rail Authority. The two groups filed suit in July 2011 by the 
Friends of the Eel River and Californians for Alternatives to Toxics who 
wanted a new environmental impact report for a broken down part of the rail 
line, which is now going to be part of the Great Redwood Trail. The groups 
had argued the report was flawed and the corridor where the rail trail will be 
is toxic. Lawsuits went to the state Supreme Court. The settlement says the 
environmental groups are dropping their cases and the NCRA will pay them 
court fees.



The meetings continue in Lakeport regarding the design of a new waterfront 
park. This Thursday in City Hall the project will be center stage. The city’s 
using money from the Parks and Water Bond Act of 2018 for the new park 
at the old Natural High School property on Main Street. This is the second of 
four meetings on the park design. The meetings will be interactive. Those 
there will get points and find ways to spend their points on park features.

For more information contact the Lakeport Community Development 
Department at 707-263-5615, Extension 204, or email dchance.

A new report shows the City of Clearlake with a major downturn in violent 
and property crimes. The report by the Clearlake Police Chief Andrew White 
to be presented to the Clearlake City Council at their meeting Thursday. The 
chief says violent crimes were down by 16 percent the last year, compared 
to a year before. And property crimes are off 14 percent. White says it’s a 
massive accomplishment. Violent crimes are homicide, rape, robbery and 
aggravated assault. And property crimes include burglary, larceny, vehicle 
theft and arson.

An advisory panel to the governor is recommending loosening liability laws 
after PG&E filed for bankruptcy. It’s one of three proposals to the Governor 
from the strike force working on wildfire plans. The governor put the force 
together at the beginning of the year. Gov. Newsom says he hopes their 
report brings tough conversations among utilities, insurance companies, 
lawyers, wildfire victims and others to come up with solutions over the next 
90 days before the Legislature’s bill deadline. The report offered a couple 
other options too, creating a state fund for utilities to use to pay wildfire 
damages and reforming the state’s investor-owned utility regulator, 
California Public Utilities Commission, plus some ideas for PG&E while it 
goes thru bankruptcy proceedings, including municipalization or transfer of 
ownership.

After a cop smells weed during a traffic stop in Kelseyville, several arrests 
are made. A Lake County deputy sees a gray Volvo with a brake light out 
and conducts a traffic stop, smells the weed and three people in the car are 
searched. Richard Styles, the driver, and his passengers, Mandeep Singh 
Deol and Bleu Mariah Debardeleben are arrested. The car had moving 
boxes with three pounds of pot in them each. The deputy also found 
paraphernalia, more than a dozen firearms, cash and bolt cutters. The trio 
busted on multiple charges including felon in possession of a firearm, 
possession and transportation of marijuana for sale and drug addict in 
possession of a firearm.

Final votes on benefit zones in Kelseyville to help remove hazardous 
vegetation ahead of wildfires. The meeting tomorrow with the Board of 
Supervisors to consider the zones of benefit in Buckingham, Clear Lake 
Riviera, Riviera Heights and Riviera West. This comes after the board 
agreed for the zones back in January, then it goes to voters but people were 
protesting the idea at a meeting last month after ballots were returned 
confirming the idea was a good one. There were complaints about the 
nature of the election and other related factors so it’s in the board’s hands 
now to determine if the vote will comply with state law.
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A man in Willits has been arrested after a child calls police to report a 
domestic disturbance. Mendocino deputies get to a home finding a woman 
with cuts, abrasions, bruising on the neck and dried blood on her face after 
a fight with her boyfriend, Loren Powers and the two share a child together. 
She says he came home drunk, which she was upset about, then they got 
into a fight. Police say Powers pushed the victim to the ground, threw items 
in the house around and when the woman tried getting away he choked her. 
She got away and told one of the kids to call 911, the kid called a relative 
and they called the Sheriff’s Office. Powers arrested on multiple charges 
and held on $30,000.00 bail

Deputies respond to a call in Ukiah finding a boy running around a parking 
area asking people for help saying his father was going to kill him. Deputies 
say they found an abandoned pick-up truck in the road where this was 
happening, finding there’d been an altercation in or near the pickup. A man 
was found down the road, sweating heavily, Conley Butler also had what 
was later found to be a self-inflicted head injury, and was agitated so he was 
searched. During the pat search cops say he used his head and hit two 
deputies, causing one a head injury, then punched them both and ran. He 
was eventually caught by a police dog, tasered and arrested. He’s charged 
with willful cruelty to a child, possible injury or death, resisting or threatening 
an officer, battery with serious injury and battery against a peace officer and 
held on $30,000.00 bail.

Police in Redwood Valley on routine patrol and found some trash cans 
turned over around Eagle Peak Middle School. They say while investigating, 
they found a vending machine operator who showed cops two surveillance 
cameras on the ground. They say the cameras were forcibly taken down. 
They say they also found a bunch of mailboxes that had been destroyed or 
damaged and mail along the road. The mail was taken to its rightful owners. 
Cops say the destroyed mailboxes were vandalism only and no other thefts. 
They have two suspects in mind, but continue to investigate. Cops asking 
anyone else who may have been a victim of this vandalism to be in touch.

A 20-year veteran of the Clearlake Police Dept. has been sworn in as a 
captain and there’s a new community service officer. The police chief 
administered the oath to new Capt. Tim Celli and Community Service Officer 
Daniel Constancio. Celli was the interim chief before the current chief was 
hired. There was no captain for a while but the city council reinstated the 
position as part of a reorganization plan.

The historic Kelsey Creek Schoolhouse may be donated soon. The School 
District Board of Trustees reportedly considering a sale at their meeting 
tonight. The old schoolhouse used to also be called the Hells Bend 
Schoolhouse. It goes all the way back to the late 1800’s. It used to be in a 
different location but was moved to where it sits now about ten or so years 
later. The board is considering donating it, since they say putting it up for 
sale comes with its own costs, and it’s not worth enough to warrant that. It’s 
also not been examined for lead, asbestos, or other possibly harmful 
substances.

Here’s some good news for water customers in Lucerne. California Water 
Service reportedly sent an application to the California Public Utilities 
Commission so there are bill decreases, reflecting what the utility says is the 
true cost for water service. The bill will go down for a typical residential 
customer by more than 5 bucks a month, those billed every two months will 
see a decrease of about $11.25. The application to also lower capital 
finance costs and a reconciliation between the actual and forecasted water 
system costs in 2017 and 2018.



An earthquake felt around some areas in Lake County. The 4.1 Monday 
early morning, just before 5. It was centered about 2 miles east southeast of 
Black Oaks in Sonoma County and 13.5 miles southwest of Clearlake. Lake 
Co News reports there were 75 shake reports as of last night. They were 
reported around Lake, Napa and Sonoma counties and beyond, the 
farthest, in Arcata.

The Governor says he’s not going to block homes being built near forested 
areas at high risk for wildfires. In an interview with the AP the governor said, 
there’s something truly Californian about being in the wilderness and the 
wild and pioneering spirit. This after the governor released a report last 
week regarding the wildfire risk we face in California. It said local 
governments may want to "de-emphasize" building in high-risk areas around 
forests, but in his interview with the AP, he said that was a loose suggestion 
to start a debate around building smarter and closer to urban centers and 
economic hubs. The news report says there are more than 2.7 million 
Californians living in very high hazard areas for wildfires.

A couple of state bills to be considered by the Lakeport City Council 
regarding law enforcement officers’ use of deadly force. Assembly Bill 392, 
the California Act to Save Lives, supported by the American Civil Liberties 
Union and Black Lives Matter CA, to change the law now allowing cops to 
use deadly force when “reasonable”, instead to when “necessary.” And 
Senate Bill 230 to change the way cops are trained, requiring policies are 
explicit in the way deadly force is used. It’s supported by the California 
Police Chiefs Association. The Lakeport Police Chief is recommending 
support of the Senate Bill, but not for the Assembly bill, calling that 
“dangerous and ineffective”, saying it would “undermine an officer’s ability to 
respond to emergency situations.”

A dad and his two kids reporting missing in the Stirling City area. The Butte 
County Sheriff’s Office searching for 25 year old Michael Mercado and his 2 
and 7 year olds in a snow covered area near Inskip. The jeep he was driving 
was found empty Monday after a woman called to report her husband and 
their two kids left Sunday around noon, headed to Stirling City. Search and 
Rescue teams with four police dogs went looking for the family to no avail. 
They’re reaching out to the public to see if anyone has seen or heard from 
them.

A climate sustainability committee to be formed in Mendocino County. The 
Board of Supervisors considering the contract with the Mendocino County 
Resource Conservation District for a program and to possibly help put the 
committee together and oversee the program. The staff report for the 
meeting today says there would be 15 members in the committee, with three 
from the five county districts. The committee and the Climate Action 
Program would be put together with the mission of fighting climate change 
with various goals and actions and to help residents prevent, and/or recover 
from climate-caused natural disasters. The meeting as always, this morning 
at 9.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Dept. reports space left still in the Citizens’ 
Academy. The training starts May 28th. But the applications are due no later 
than May 16th. It’s free to attend, but you’ve got to live or work in Lake 
County, be at least 18 years old with no felony convictions and no 
misdemeanor convictions within three years. You can visit lakesheriff.com
 for more info on the academy, an application and instructions. Class size is 
limited to 25 students and is filling up.

http://lakesheriff.com/


A woman calls the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office in Redwood Valley 
after a fight. Cops say the woman had a visible injury she says was inflicted 
on her by Rutilio Escobar. She says they got into a fight and her took her 
phone, and destroyed it, and that he had a peaceful contact order against 
him and was on probation. He was arrested for felony domestic violence 
battery; violation of misdemeanor probation; damage/destroy wireless 
communications device and violation of a court order and held on 
$30,000.00 bail.

A man in Ukiah arrested after reports of a drunk person. Deputies went to 
the scene early Saturday morning in the 1500 block of North Bush Street 
finding 22-year-old Dreven Dawson-Valencia who they say was so 
intoxicated he couldn’t care for his own safety. He’s arrested for disorderly 
conduct, then found with drugs on him at the jail. He was further charged 
with smuggling a controlled substance in to jail and held on $15,000.00 bail.

A threepeat for Ukiah High as the school, representing all of Northern Calif. 
will compete in the SeaPerch Challenge. The national event held this year at 
the University of Maryland June 1st and 2nd. Ten students from Ukiah High 
will compete in the engineering journal, the obstacle course, and the 
challenge course. This is creating remotely operated vehicles that traverse 
the obstacle course above and under water through 18-inch rings as quickly 
as possible. Students are trying to raise money so they can travel there and 
best their 15th place win last year.

If you would like to donate to help these hardworking students compete at 
Nationals, please contact teacher and STEM advisor Chatnaree Upton at 
cupton.

The Chico Enterprise-Record, a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize. The staff with the 
Bay Area News Group were finalists for breaking news related to the Camp 
Fire, the deadliest and most damaging in Calif. history. The Pulitzer 
announcement saying it was, quote “for committed coverage of an epic 
California wildfire”. There were only two finalists there. The other was the 
South Florida Sun Sentinel after the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School massacre. The winner was the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette for the 
shooting massacre at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life synagogue. The Enterprise-
Record previously sent in an entry for the Pulitzer last year for its Oroville 
Dam spillway crisis coverage in February 2017.

A $30 million dollar settlement agreed to by Sutter Health after the health 
care system allegedly manipulated seniors health status so they could get 
larger payments from Medicare. The settlement reported by the U.S. 
Department of Justice against the healthcare provider covering several 
dozen Bay Area medical foundations and hospitals. They’re accused of 
sending in unsupported diagnostic codes inflating the seriousness of 
patient’s diagnoses’ so they could get bigger Medicare payments for those 
patients enrolled in the Medicare Advantage plan.

A man in Florida arrested for eating a little too much pasta. Cops report to 
an Olive Garden restaurant in Naples after Ben Padgett caused a 
disturbance by drunkenly shoveling spaghetti into his mouth with his hands 
then when cops arrived, fighting them. Police say the went to the restaurant 
finding the guy without a shirt on, devouring spaghetti. They say he reeked 
like booze and was "muttering obscenities", when cops tried arresting him. 
He fought them but was ultimately shoved into the back of their patrol car. 
He went to jail but was released later on $2,000 bond.
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At the meeting of the Ukiah City Council, public works staffers are updating 
the council on Measure Y money. That’s the money used by the city for 
repairing city streets. The report for tomorrow’s meeting shows there will be 
a review of the five-year Capital Improvement Plan, then the review of 
where the money will go this year for roads. They’re looking for feedback to 
help staff come up with a draft budget which will in turn be presented to the 
City Council in June. Some of the Capital Improvement funds for a major 
overhaul of Dora Street, Street Overlays on multiple roads, the Downtown 
Streetscape Project, or Road Diet and improvements to the Orr Street 
Bridge. 

A $30 million dollar settlement agreed to by Sutter Health after the health 
care system allegedly manipulated seniors health status so they could get 
larger payments from Medicare. The settlement reported by the U.S. 
Department of Justice against the healthcare provider covering several 
dozen Bay Area medical foundations and hospitals. They’re accused of 
sending in unsupported diagnostic codes inflating the seriousness of 
patient’s diagnoses’ so they could get bigger Medicare payments for those 
patients enrolled in the Medicare Advantage plan.

A reported theft in Willits has deputies from the Sheriff’s Office out. Those 
living at the property say people were trespassing. The property owner 
finding a man and woman on his property and several tires and rims along 
with other items missing. Deputies looked at surveillance video from the 
property and identified two people, Brandon Hite and KC Stillwell so several 
law enforcement units from various agencies searched for them. They found 
Hite was on active Parole so an order went out to all agencies to arrest the 
pair for grand theft. Round Valley Tribal Police in Covelo had Hite in 
custody. Deputies detained him for Grand Theft, then they saw Stillwell 
walking in the same area and arrested her too. Hite held on no bail for 
parole violations and Stillwell was held on $15,000.00 bail.

Police in Delaware have arrested a Ukiah man after finding him with more 
than 200 pounds of marijuana. Police from Dagsboro along with Delaware 
State Police arrested Charles Mulvihill Sunday on several drug related 
offenses after a traffic stop. They say he had a suspended license, no proof 
of insurance and his car had no ignition interlock device. When police 
searched they found oxycodone pills, not prescribed to him, an electronic 
money counter, several ledgers and $1,000 cash hidden under the 
dashboard. Then they found six big duffel bags under a tarp with nearly 100 
vacuum-sealed bags of various quantities of weed, with a total weight of 
about 212 pounds. He’s charged with several crimes including possession 
with intent to deliver a controlled substance and possession of a controlled 
substance without a prescription. He’s held in the Sussex Correctional 
Institution on about $82,000 secured bail.

Several deaths being blamed on portable generators at rural cannabis farms 
in Mendocino County. Five deaths, four men, and possibly a fifth, blamed on 
carbon monoxide poisoning over the last five years. The Press Democrat 
reports the deaths involved small, gas-fueled generators which are mostly 
used to power music or charge cellphones. They were found in temporary 
greenhouses where the men were employed and slept on occasion. The 
newspaper reports there’s been no regulations on work for cannabis 
workers for years, but now state officials are drafting regulations since 
marijuana was legalized. The latest death was in Covelo just a couple 
weeks ago. The same happening with others going back to 2014.
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Congressman Jared Huffman in Ukiah with an update for constituents. The 
Congressman chairs the Water, Oceans and Wildlife Subcommittee and 
says there’s some movement in the House now that Republicans are no 
longer in charge but acknowledges there are still things that won’t pass the 
Senate. Huffman here yesterday for a meeting of stakeholders of the Potter 
Valley Project, which was up for sale, then canceled as PG&E works its way 
thru bankruptcy. The utility was looking to stop operating the Project which 
sends water from the Eel River to thousands of users in Mendocino County 
and to the south. Huffman told those in attendance they’re still working on a 
solution. He also spoke on other topics including the Mueller report into 
Russian interference in the 2016 Presidential Election, the upcoming 2020 
presidential election, infrastructure, net neutrality, criminal justice reform and 
cannabis de-scheduling and banking access.

California’s struggling to hire enough teachers with the shortage getting 
worse. A new report says there’s a need for about 110-thousand more 
teachers nationwide, primarily because more teachers are quitting or 
switching schools, and fewer people are entering the profession. Emma 
Garcia, the coauthor of the report from the Economic Policy Institute says a 
lot of the problems could be fixed with more investment to raise salaries, 
lower classroom sizes and better fund schools overall.

:06 "Working conditions, including pay, school climate and professional 
development, need to be improved."

California’s in the bottom ten nationwide – 44th for per-pupil spending. But 
the state’s spent 200 million dollars the past few years to attract, train and 
retain more teachers. A 2018 study by the Learning Policy Institute found 
the shortages were worse in math, special education, science and bilingual 
education and even more severe in high-poverty school districts. It also 
found that school districts are increasingly hiring under-qualified applicants.

Garcia says to reverse the slide and attract bright young people to the 
profession – the country needs to give teachers the same respect – and 
earning potential – as other professionals like doctors and lawyers.

:12 "It’s also a matter of societal changes, that we see teachers more like 
we see other professions, that we value teachers, that we appreciate the 
work that they do."

Some experts say years of layoffs and cost-cutting during the recession 
discouraged people from becoming teachers and created so much stress on 
teachers that many opted to leave the profession. The E-P-I report also 
found that from 2008 to 2016, the U-S saw more than a 27 percent drop in 
people completing teacher preparation programs and 15 percent drop in 
people receiving an education degree.

A new food court and wine tasting garden is being added to the Lakeport 
summer Concert in the Park series. The City Council approved the idea for 
this year only. There would have to be a new contract for next summer. For 
this year, those 21 and older can head into a roped off area for wine. There 
will be a couple of food vendors, but no definitive idea yet who. There’s 
some red tape still, like permits to sell booze in Library Park and insurance 
coverage. It’s the 40th year for the concert series.



The Ukiah Valley Sanitation District board of directors scheduling another 
meeting to figure out if the city of Ukiah will operate the sewer facilities like 
it’s one big system. The Daily Journal reports the chairwoman declared they 
wouldn’t vote on the matter at their last meeting last week and fellow board 
members asked to see the proposal for the sewer facilities. The city 
manager saying the city would be served best if the sewer facilities were 
operated as one, and one set of customers and one set of rates which he 
says can be done with a simple Memo of Understanding (MOU) signed by 
both boards. The proposal reportedly being drawn up and will be brought to 
the Sanitation Board for consideration.

The first proposal to put together a Climate Action Advisory Committee in 
Mendocino County has been presented to the public. The Daily Journal 
reports the Board of Supervisors released the proposal earlier this week 
after they voted to form the committee about a month ago. The committee to 
come up with recommendations and set goals for the Mendocino County 
Sustainability and Climate Change Program which looks to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, increase carbon storage, and help the 
Mendocino County Office of Emergency Services and the Mendocino 
County Fire Safe Council be ready for natural disasters and climate change. 
The idea is for 15 members to focus on Energy, Solid Waste, Land Use and 
Development, Transportation, Forests, Agriculture, Education, and 
Community Awareness.

Nearly 400,000 dollars going to Mendocino County from the Federal 
Government for fire recovery. Congressman Jared Huffman’s office 
announced yesterday the Economic Development Agency awarded 
$397,000 to the county after damage from the Redwood Valley Fire. 
Hundreds of structures were destroyed by the 2017 wildfire. The money will 
go to hire a disaster recovery coordinator, develop Mendocino County’s 
Economic Recovery and Resiliency Plan, broadband plan, and support long-
term disaster recovery; and create 30 jobs, save 10 jobs, and leverage 
$500,000 in private investments.

Proactive measures taken ahead of the next wildfire season in the Western 
Hills of Ukiah. The Cal Fire inmate crews are working to re-establish an 
existing shaded fuel break. They’re working with local Cal Fire Engine 
crews. The sole purpose of one of the crews is fire fuels management. They 
go out cutting and removing hazardous vegetation. It’s also a reminder for 
those with fuels on their properties to remove them after more than 40 
inches of rain this year so far, which means a load of grass and weeds. The 
Fire Authority asking for help keeping properties mowed and maintained to 
help reduce yearly fire danger. The Fire Marshall’s office is sending 
reminders out about mowing to residents.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, do not hesitate to contact 
the Fire Marshal’s office at 4636271 or email kjennings; M-Th., 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and Friday mornings by appointment only.

The Gov. says the state’s working with Los Angeles County to try to lower 
prescription drugs prices. Governor Newsom directing state agencies to 
start to buy drugs in bulk to use that as a leverage to negotiate lower prices, 
adding, state agencies, including the prison system and health care for the 
needy, or Medi-Cal, spend up to $13 billion a year on drugs together. Medi-
Cal at $8 billion alone. The governor’s plan is still preliminary, but he says 
he thinks a change in purchasing habits could save billions. And working 
with Los Angeles County will help get even better deals. The county spends 
about $250 million a year on drugs for hospitals and clinics.



There’s a new school superintendent in the Konocti Unified School District. 
The announcement at a quick meeting at the district office last night. The 
Board of Trustees President announcing Dr. Rebecca Salato is the new 
head of the school district. She’ll be formally confirmed during the board’s 
next meeting, next month. She’s taking over for Superintendent Donna 
Becnel, who is retiring at the end of this school year. Right now Dr. Salato is 
the chief operating officer of Action Learning Systems. 14 people applied for 
the position, 13 from Calif. and one from Montana.

Lake County’s looking for a new Registrar of Voters and has some 
candidates lined up after a second recruitment. Lake Co News reporting 
Diane Fridley, who led the office for years, retired and her deputy left for a 
position elsewhere a couple months later. Right now the County 
Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson is the interim Registrar. Lake Co 
News reports Huchingson tried to get Fridley’s deputy disqualified to take 
over due to educational requirements. But the Board of Supervisors had 
other ideas. There are now 19 new applicants for the job, for which 
interviews will begin next week. The county still recruiting for the deputy 
position too. No word if the new Registrar could be in place before the May 
7th special election for the Lakeport Fire Protection District.
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JONAS BROTHERS – SUCKER
SAM SMITH & NORMANI – DANCING WITH A STRANGER
AVA MAX – SWEET BUT PSYCHO
POST MALONE – WOW
ARIANA GRANDE – BREAK UP WITH YOUR GIRLFRIEND, I’M BORED
DEAN LEWIS – BE ALRIGHT
ROB THOMAS – ONE LESS DAY
CHAINSMOKERS – WHO DO YOU LOVE
DAN + SHAY – SPEECHLESS
LIL PEEP & ILOVEMAKONNEN – I’VE BEEN WAITING
FLETCHER –  UNDRUNK
MEGHAN TRAINOR – ALL THE WAYS
MARSHMELLO – HERE WITH ME
BACKSTREET BOYS – NO PLACE
MABEL – DON’T CALL ME UP
LIL NAS X – OLD TOWN ROAD
JAMES BAY – PEER PRESSURE
BEBE REXHA – LAST HURRAH
SHAED – TRAMPOLINE
ALLY BROOKE – LOW KEY
PANIC! AT THE DISCO – HEY LOOK MA, I MADE IT
JONAS BROTHERS – COOL
LAUV & TROYE SIVAN – I’M SO TIRED
KHALID – TALK
BILLIE EILISH – WHEN THE PARTY’S OVER
JOHN MAYER – I GUESS I JUST FEEL LIKE
ALESSIA CARA – OUT OF LOVE
PINK – WALK ME HOME
BENNY BLANCO, TAINY, SELENA GOMEZ & J BALVIN – I CAN’T GET 
ENOUGH
DRAX PROJECT – WOKE UP LATE
BRYCE VINE – LA LA LAND
AJ MITCHELL – ALL MY FRIENDS
JAKE MILLER – WAIT FOR YOU
SARA BAREILLES – FIRE
NOTD & FELIX JAEHN – SO CLOSE
H.E.R. – H ARD PLACE
TWENTY ONE PILOTS – CHLORINE
DIDO – G IVE YOU UP
JOHN LEGEND – PREACH

Monthly town hall in Fort Bragg for their Neighborhood Watch. The Fort 
Bragg Police Dept. had a presence at the meeting which was quite small 
this time around, only three people showed up. The Advocate Newspaper 
reports there were only a few things on the agenda, a community forum and 
gang shootings that created the need. They also discussed the National 
Night Out celebration. The gang forum is set for next Thursday, at Town Hall 
at 5 pm. This after shots were fired at homes and cars last month. The 
National Night Out, a national event, is August 4th in Bainbridge Park. They 
talked about ways to get more people to the event.

A couple of women from Texas with Special K-9s Search and Recovery 
came to California to help look for missing people, stopping in Fort Bragg. 
There, they searched for Kathy LaMadrid, who vanished in Dec. of 2004 
after being seen on the Noyo Bridge. LaMadrid’s husband just wants 
anyone who may have seen his wife to call. The Special K-9’s went with 
LaMadrid to places his wife frequented, but no luck.



The new interim CEO of Mendocino Coast District Hospital has announced 
to the hospital’s board of directors they’re exploring either a lease or sale. 
Interim CEO Wayne Allen made the announcement last week, and this 
week there was some criticism about the decision. The Advocate 
Newspaper reports at the Planning Committee meeting Monday, some 
people spoke out saying there should have been a public discussion on the 
matter. The CEO though says a request for proposals from potential 
partners is just a starting point for discussions and says it’s a great time to 
work with a larger organization as they continue with financial struggles.

After one inmate died of Legionnaires’ Disease bacteria and another got 
sick, it turns out it’s more common than previously known in the state prison. 
New test results find bacteria in the water supply at the prison’s medical 
facility in Stockton and a couple of nearby youth correctional facilities. Water 
use was restricted and bottled water brought to the facilities but the source 
has still not been found. The Corrections Department says there’s no new 
cases though at the California Health Care Facility for those needing 
medical or mental health care or at the O.H. Close Youth Correctional 
Facility or the N.A. Chaderjian Youth Correctional Facility.

Drinking water in Paradise is a bad idea. Officials say it’s contaminated after 
the Camp Fire with the cancer-causing chemical benzene and it’ll cost 
hundreds of millions to fix it. The Sacramento Bee newspaper reporting a 
cost of $300 million and a couple of years to fix the system after extreme 
heat from the fire mixed with gases from burning homes was sucked into 
water pipes as the water system depressurized because of use by residents 
and firefighters. Only a fraction of residents are still living there and officials 
have apparently warned them not to use the water for anything. Residents 
are getting free cases of water from the city.

A new apartment building in Ukiah’s having its grand opening. It’s on East 
Gobbi Street and was built for homeless residents in Mendocino County. 
The 38 apartments for those with serious mental illness. They’re small 
homes with group rooms, a garden, and a community area. Residents will 
be able to get mental health care services on-site. The project got started 
about five years ago with the intention of intimate space where those living 
there can feel protected. The grand opening this morning at 11 a.m. at 237 
E. Gobbi St. called Willow Terrace.

A man from Oakland and another from Santa Rosa in court on murder 
charges in Clearlake. A home invasion in November of 2016 for which David 
Ward and Daniel McRae are also charged with attempted murder and 
robbery. Their preliminary hearing is May 30th. Clearlake Police say the two 
were armed with an automatic weapon went into a home told everyone to 
get on the ground, but Brandon McAfee refused and there was a struggle 
ending in McAfee being shot in the chest. The two men ran and McAfee 
died.

The mayor of Oakland says they’re going to start to use cooking oil from 
local businesses to run city vehicles. Mayor Libby Schaaf with the 
announcement yesterday for the new program. The city’s been running its 
fleet on renewable diesel since 2015, but the mayor says the conversion to 
raw materials, like grease from French fries, will help improve the lives of 
Oakland residents by reducing local emissions from the city’s fleet. The 
Public Works dept says they’re working with others to gather the waste 
cooking oils from restaurants and cafeterias to convert it to fuel the city’s 
fleet which makes waste more valuable, supports jobs and helps the local 
economy.
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A green light to the sale of the historic Kelsey Creek Schoolhouse. The 
Kelseyville Unified School District Board of Trustees voted to donate the old 
schoolhouse to a nonprofit. It was built in the late 1800’s and has been 
vacant for a while. A couple of years ago the discussion began on possibly 
donating the old building to the Lake County Historical Society, which had 
wanted to relocate it to Ely Stage Stop. The president of the Lake County 
Historical Society was there when the decision was made to donate it this 
week. She showed interest and made comments and asked questions about 
the process. The board voted unanimously to donate the building and the 
Schools Superintendent says they’ll move another step forward at the next 
board meeting in May

Full service still not restored at the Mendocino Post Office after a car ran 
into the building a couple weeks ago. The Postmaster says they’re offering 
longer hours on Wednesdays and Saturdays for those who can’t get there 
during business hours. A week ago Monday a car ran into the building 
causing damage so one part of the lobby had to be closed down, where a 
bunch of post office boxes are located. They’re open Wednesdays until 5:45 
p.m. and Saturdays until 3. They’re also not sure how long it will take to get 
all of the repairs done, the postmaster saying all of the rumors about it being 
a month or two to be repaired, are just that, rumors. They’ll post any 
updates at the post office or tweet them and let local media know too.

A man from Florida’s been arrested for threats against three members of 
congress, including East Bay rep. Eric Swalwell. John Kless reportedly left 
threatening voicemails for Swalwell, Michigan Rep. Rashida Tlaib and New 
Jersey Sen. Cory Booker Tuesday morning. The call threatening Swallwells 
life if he came after guns, Swallwell is running for president and one of his 
main platforms is gun control. Kless in court today on the matter. Swallwell 
had posted a recording of a voicemail from someone on twitter, not sure 
who it was from though.

Some of the kids tortured by their parents at a home in Perris, in court, 
speaking out against their parents. The kids talking about the impact it had 
on their lives, being abused and living in filthy conditions. David and Louise 
Turpin were expected to get 25 years each in prison after agreeing to a plea 
deal. One of their children asked for a lighter sentence for them, because 
they thought it was to protect them. Others said they still loved them. The 
couple pleaded guilty a couple months ago for torture and abuse after their 
17-year-old daughter jumped out of a window and called 911.

A man from Chico accused in this friends death while they were on a boat in 
Lake Oroville, has pleaded not guilty. Brandon Smith has been charged with 
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated for the May 2018 death of 27-year-
old Walter Gerken of Paradise. Smith has other charges against him too, 
like operating a vessel while under the influence causing injury. Smith 
accused of piloting a ski boat in the Lime Saddle area, then crashed into the 
shore. Several people aboard were tossed off the boat and hurt and Gerken 
died. Cops found Smith was too drunk to be driving the boat. He was 
arrested at the time for suspicion of boating under the influence.

A couple accused of torturous abuse against their kids were sentenced by a 
Riverside County Superior Court Judge on Friday – 25 years to life in 
Prison. Some of the couple’s children took the stand before the sentencing 
saying that they loved their parents and even asked for a way to visit them 
behind bars. Both David and Louise Turpin gave a statement to the court 
during the hearing wishing their children well in the future, and apologizing 
for the abuse.



A group of lawmakers from both sides of the aisle wrote a letter to president 
Trump asking for a disaster declaration for recent flood damage. The letter, 
written by Senators Diane Feinstein and Kamala Harris was signed by some 
20 other state lawmakers and asks for the declaration in hopes of freeing up 
federal money to help pay for damage from flooding caused by storms that 
started slamming the state in February.

If you have unused or expired medications, the DEA is teaming with the Fort 
Bragg Police Dept for a drug take-back day on Saturday the 27th, 10 am to 
2 pm. Safely dispose of your old medications at 250 Cypress Street. 
Syringes and other sharps will be collected as well, and the service is free 
and anonymous. Last year over 400 tons of drugs was turned in for the 
same event. More info at DEAtakeback.com or call the Fort Bragg Police 
Department at 707-961-2800.

Little plastic bottles of shampoo, conditioner, and lotion will no longer be 
legal to stock in California hotel rooms under a bill being considered by state 
lawmakers. Assembly Bill 1162 would require hotels to remove the single-
use containers from rooms by 2023, in favor of containers larger than 12 
ounces. The California Hotel Lodging association is not opposing the bill but 
is asking for more time to implement the changes- 2025 for lodging facilities 
with more than 50 rooms, and 2026 for hotels with few than 50 rooms. 
Supporters say the bill will cut down on plastic waste clogging waterways 
and sewers, while opponents worry that the changes could reduce sales 
opportunities for some businesses.

Fort Bragg Police Department officers and a deputy from the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office served a search warrant in the 100 blocks of S. 
Sanderson Way just after 8 am on Friday. Three residents were detained 
while evidence was gathered, no arrests were made.

A deadline for applications to serve on the 2019-2020 Grand Jury has been 
selected for May 24th. Applicants must be at least 18, A US citizen, 
Resident of Mendocino County for at last one year with no previous felonies 
among other qualifications. Applications are available at the County of 
Mendocino Website, or in person at the superior court at 100 north state 
street in Ukiah, room 303. Jurors are compensated $25.00 for full panel 
meeting, $10.00 for committee meetings and attendance at public meetings.

A third budget workshop has been scheduled for May 7th by the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors to discuss the budget before hearings get 
underway. There are some concerns about the Agriculture Department 
going $16,000 over budget, and a $200,000 settlement stemming from a 
legal case against the Mendocino County Courthouse. Budget hearings are 
scheduled for June 4th and 5th.

A family of horses including a mom, dad, and baby are now seen along 
highway 29 near Hamburger Hill. The wild horses are made of steel and are 
the brainchild of past Lakeport Rotary Club President Bruce Maxwell, who 
got the idea after seeing similar sculptures near the grand canyon. Maxwell 
says the next task is to name the horses.

You’re not imagining things. Prices at the pump in California are as high as 
almost anywhere in the country topping $4.00 a gallon, according to AAA. 
Six of the state’s 10 refineries have reduced output for repairs and 
maintenance, but the switch to the more costly summer blend is also part of 
the reason for the spike in prices.
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The Hopland Real Good Solar Living Center will be changing hands 
following an announcement that the facilities have been sold to Cannabis 
distribution Company, FLow Kana. No changes are being planned in the 
near term, but both the buyer and seller say the new ownership will continue 
the Real Goods Mission. Both the Real Goods for-profit business and the 
non-profit solar living institute will be tenants When Flow Kona completes 
the sale, all three groups operating at the site.

Music in the Park is scheduled for Sunday at Recreation Grove in Willits- 
noon to 6 pm. There will be vendors, food, music, the Willits football team 
will be serving burgers and Taqueria Ramirez will be serving Mexican food. 
The community is invited to enjoy bluegrass, jam grass, folk singer-
songwriters and down-home roots music by Lifted spirits, The West Nile 
Ramblers, the Sam Chase Duo and One Grass, Two Grass.

The Lake County Health Services Department has released an advisory 
about Syphilis, which was diagnosed over 30,000 times in 2017. So many 
new cases have been confirmed, they have reached a 24 year high across 
the country. In Lake County, there were 15 cases in 2017, and numbers for 
2018and 2019 are expected to be even higher. April is STD awareness 
month, and experts recommend open dialogue with medical providers about 
STD’s and testing.

The Mesure T Bond Prioritization Committee will once again be up for 
discussion at tomorrow’s board meeting with an eye towards prioritizing 
projects can still be undertaken with $2 million dollars in bond funds. An 
agreement for dual enrollment for students attending clear lake high school 
earning credit at Mendocino-Lake Community College District is on the 
agenda along with the discipline and transfer of public employees. The 
meeting gets underway at 6 pm.

They didn’t get their proposal across the finish line in November, so they’ll 
try again in 2020. Supporters of the failed Proposition 10 will try once again 
to get rent controls on the ballot. The newly revised measure called the 
rental affordability act would allow cities and counties to impose rent 
controls on residential properties that are at least 15 years old- and only for 
landlords who own three or more homes. Proposition 10, rejected by voters 
in November would have allowed cities to impose far-reaching rent controls. 
Supporters of the updated measure will start gathering signatures as soon 
as the State gives the go ahead.

A bill requiring developers to better protect against fires, plan for 
evacuations and plan safe areas for residents who may need to ride out 
fires advanced yesterday by a State Senate Committee. The tougher 
standards would apply to areas that are a high fire risk. The proposal also 
requires local governments to make existing buildings less likely to burn. 
The bill’s opponents say it would make building homes more expensive, 
resulting in fewer homes during a housing crisis, while supporters say the 
measures are needed in the wake of recent wildfires plaguing the state.

Two solar installations along with several other projects will be discussed 
during a special meeting by the Lakeport Planning Commission tomorrow. A 
proposal concerning the Former Fireside Lounge will be considered as well. 
The meeting will be held in the council chambers at Clearlake city hall on 
225 Park Street, 5:30 pm
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The regular board meeting of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
got underway today at 9 am. A recap of 2018 presented by the Mendocino 
Fire Safe Council highlighting their accomplishments last year, and plans for 
tree removal this year, FEMA fire-resistant construction, the hire of a full-
time coordinator and new project were all on the agenda. Also up for 
discussion during the meeting: The consideration of an ordinance governing 
cannabis cultivation including dispensing, distribution and testing along with 
an update from the department of planning and building services.

A Mendocino College Art show opened yesterday at Mendocino College. 
The voluntary gallery features over 120 pieces by 60 students and is a fun 
way to close out the school year as students display their work and 
achievements for the year. A reception is planned for Thursday inside the 
gallery from 4:30 to 6:30[m.

Speed may have been a factor in an accident on Highway 101 in Mendocino 
County on Sunday that killed a 32-year-old man who was thrown from his 
vehicle after missing a curve, driving off the side of the road. He was not 
wearing a restraint. The victim’s name has been withheld by authorities 
pending notification of next of kin. CHP is still investigating whether drugs or 
alcohol were involved.

California lawmakers are considering legislation that would create statewide 
guidelines on when police can use deadly force and require additional 
training to avoid having to open fire. The second round of discussions on 
the proposal got underway today in Sacramento.

Jeopardy Host Alex Trabeck is selling his lakefront vacation home in Paso 
Robles for a cool $1.3 million dollars. The home features three bedrooms 
and two baths along with a private ramp and boat dock. Trabeck has been 
fighting pancreatic cancer and told viewers on the final day of taping the 
current season that he would return for another.

He had originally entered a not guilty plea and was about to undergo a jury 
trial this week when 67-year-old Benjamin Hanna Meyer of Potter Valley 
changed course, instead of waiving his right to a jury trial and pleading guilty 
to two felony counts of killing a neighbor’s dog and maiming another. The 
dogs had been shot while they were in separate locked doghouses. The 
cardiologist apparently suspected they had been involved in the death of his 
horse found dead after getting trapped in a cattle guard. Meyer receives his 
sentence on June 12th at 9 am in the Department H of the Ukiah 
Courthouse.

A meeting scheduled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection will discuss ongoing implementation issues and other policy 
matters with the director of CalFire and the board. The meeting will be held 
on May 7th at the Fort Bragg Library at 499 East Laurel Street, 8:30 am to 4 
pm.

A trip to the emergency room may not allow you a choice of hospital and if 
your insurance will cover out-of-network providers. But Tuesday, the State 
Assembly Committee on Health passed legislation to change that, making 
sure patients only pay their co-pay and deductible, even at an out-of-
network facility, and cap the amount hospitals can charge out-of-network. 
Nicki Pogue ended up at an emergency room with bronchitis and says she 
had a massive bill, calling it “balance billing”, and says that’s 
unconscionable.

"When you are suffering from life-threatening symptoms, the last thing you 
should be thinking about is whether or not your hospital is considered in-
network. To receive a bill for $13,000 – that, you know I was responsible for 
$10,000 of – was stunning."



Tag: A-B 1611 now goes to the Appropriations Committee.

Pogue gave input for the legislation. Hospital networks have said the 
changes outlined in A-B 1611 would be a major blow to their finances.

After five months of fighting, Pogue’s insurance company paid her bill. But 
she says many other patients face financial ruin for something they couldn’t 
control. Pogue hopes changing the law would spur insurance companies 
and hospitals to negotiate lower rates.

"It gives room for the insurance companies and the hospitals to meet 
somewhere in the middle, and to cut the patient out of it. I mean, that’s the 
problem, right now – the patient is in the middle, and if you don’t have the 
resources to fight it, you get left holding the bill."

Two men accused of robbing a Subway sandwich shop in Ukiah late last 
year have been arrested. Ukiah police say 20-year-old Dorian Coon of 
Willits went to the Subway with a bunch of teenagers, demanded cash and 
threatened two employees with a possible firearm. The Mendocino County 
District Attorney’s Office says it was actually a BB gun but Coon was still 
charged with robbery, kidnap for robbery and false imprisonment. They say 
his accomplice, 19-year-old Alexander Romero, also from Willits is charged 
in the case too. A customer in the restaurant shot Coon, but they’re not 
identified or charged in the case. They had 3 teens in the car waiting for 
them. The duo finally arrested for the December caper and held on 
$450,000 bail each.

A man from Laytonville who died in a solo car crash on the 101 has been 
identified. The California Highway Patrol reports Kristopher Linsdau was 
killed after his Chevy Tahoe, which witnesses say was traveling at a high 
rate of speed Saturday morning missed a curve and went off the highway. 
His Tahoe overturned and Linsdau was ejected from the vehicle. Officers 
say he wasn’t wearing a seatbelt and died from his injuries.

A homeless man from Ukiah’s been arrested after police say he hit a woman 
in the head with a rock. Police say they got a call Saturday morning near 
Safeway on Main Street after reports a white Mercedes tried running down a 
man with red hair. When officers were on their way there were more calls 
about a woman being attacked nearby. They found the red-haired man, 
identified as David Maupin and arrested him for assault with a deadly 
weapon, mayhem, and violating his probation. Witnesses say a woman was 
trying to walk across the street when Maupin hit her, then another man 
came up and hit Maupin with a rock and knocked him down, ripping part of 
his ear off and fracturing his rib. The woman had a major injury to the back 
of her head, but was treated at the scene and released.

A busy weekend for Lake County law enforcement. The Easter holiday 
weekend featured some arrests in Clearlake and Clearlake Oaks for driving 
and gun-related incidents. The Record Bee reports while a patrolling deputy 
was out Sunday afternoon he saw a black BMW in Clearlake Oaks on 
Highway 20 passing a tractor trailer over double yellow lines, driving about 
100 miles per hour and took chase, the BMW reported stolen then crashed 
after the driver lost control. Austin Schweitzer of Lakeport seen running from 
the car was on probation and arrested here again. This time for felony 
evading and possession of a stolen vehicle.

Elsewhere, Clearlake Police arrested a man for having a partially concealed 
gun while a convicted felon. That guy was arrested for the concealed firearm 
and resisting arrest.



The final tournament of the year at Clear Lake for Crappie fishermen. The 
Clear Lake Crappie Association with the tournament Saturday at Redbud 
Park in Clearlake. The winners get $1,000 if the field reaches 75 teams. 
Over the last month several anglers report catching pretty big crappie, 
around 3 pounds or more. There are also family friendly events the day of 
the tournament, a free kids fishing derby.

Volunteers are invited to come help repair fire damaged recreation facilities 
and trails in Cow Mountain. The Bureau of Land Management Ukiah Field 
Office with Friends of Cow Mountain working this weekend in the South Cow 
Mountain OHV Management Area all day Saturday and Sunday, starting at 
8 a.m. The area’s been closed ever since the Mendocino Complex fires. 
They’re putting in new trail markers, signs, digging new culverts and erosion 
control features; constructing barriers; repairing and working on trail 
maintenance and completing trail surveys. It means some hiking, digging, 
hauling and moving rocks and other heavy items. Those who want to stay 
over night can camp there.

A Senate committee has voted to move a measure forward to require those 
building homes to make it tougher to get them approved in high risk fire 
areas. If it is approved, it would mean developers have to increase fire 
protections, plan for evacuations, and local governments would be required 
to build homes with materials less likely to catch fire. It comes after the 
Camp Fire last year and the October firestorm of 2017. Some developers 
are against the legislation saying it would make housing production too 
expensive, and that fewer homes would end up being built. But lawmakers 
are trying to move legislation forward to protect vulnerable homes and meet 
housing construction needs. Last year the state’s retiring chief firefighter 
said homes shouldn’t be built in high risk areas, but Gov. Gavin Newsom 
recently said he’s against that.

Rent control advocates at it again. The initiative the Rental Affordability Act 
could go to voters next year. Something similar failed last year. Now some 
argue again it would discourage producing new rentals and make the 
housing shortage worse, but those supporting the idea say more rent control 
would help the state’s most vulnerable tenants so they don’t get priced out 
of their homes.

A proposed bill to keep bars open until 4 AM in some Calif. cities another 
step closer. It would give the cities including Sacramento, San Francisco, 
Oakland, Los Angeles and West Hollywood the ability to extend last call 
hours from 2 a.m., where it is now, to 4 a.m. instead. It wouldn’t mean these 
cities automatically change the last call time, but they’d have the ability to, if 
they wanted to. There are many other cities across the U-S with similar laws 
including Chicago, Washington, DC, New York City and Las Vegas.The Lake County Board of Supervisors has given unanimous approval to 
the Habematolel Pomo Tribe’s proposal for a community center in 
downtown Upper Lake to be in federal trust. The tribe applied with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for a transfer to a trust so the US federal 
government will act as a trustee and hold the legal title on behalf of the tribe. 
The community center would be in the old Westamerica Bank Upper Lake 
branch. The tribe bought the building from Hospice Services of Lake County 
in 2016.
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A short list of proposed road improvement in the City of Clearlake is going to 
the state. The City Council is considering which projects to sent to the send 
for approval. Plus they’ll discuss city staff’s road maintenance plan for the 
coming season. The meeting tomorrow night starts with a closed session to 
talk over proposed and current litigation against Pacific Gas and Electric and 
for a conference with labor negotiators. During the regular meeting, which 
starts at 6 PM, there will be a list of road projects to be funded from the state 
out of a 54 billion dollar state fund.

A family floating down the Russian River gets stuck in some brush in hot 
weather and has to be rescued. A nun in a full-length habit jumped into the 
river to help the family of four. Mom, dad and their two sons, 8, and 10. They 
went in on a kayak and some tubes west of Guerneville near Vacation 
Beach, and one of them overturned. The Press Democrat reports they 
called for help as the river was moving very fast and the four had no life 
vests on. Three nuns from Turlock saw them and one jumped into help, but 
then got stuck herself. All five were saved after a chopper with a 100 foot ‑
rescue line hooked up. 

Another workshop for the public to help the city of Ukiah figure out what kind 
of housing should be developed. The Daily Journal reports the workshop 
today to gather public comment on the plan. The city’s Community 
Development Director says they’re hoping the public will drive the process, 
especially the implementation of the Housing Element. Last month’s 
workshop had a good turnout. Some of the items discussed included how to 
conserve, rehabilitate, and improve existing housing so there’s adequate, 
safe, sustainable, and decent housing for all Ukiah residents. The meeting 
tonight at 5:30 at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center at 200 S. School 
Street.

More money for several agencies in Mendocino County. The Board of 
Supervisors said yes to fee increases at the Cultural Service Agency, 
Environmental Health, Department of Planning and Building Services, the 
Cannabis Management Unit, and Behavioral Health and Recovery Services. 
It barely passed the supervisors, but the changes are being added to the 
county Master Fee Schedule. It comes after the Executive Office of the 
County said the agency fees had not reached full cost recovery levels so the 
General Fund had been subsidizing them, especially in the area of 
Cannabis, where proposed fee changes are being discussed for permits, 
licenses, and applications.

Repairs continue after the massive rains this winter. The City of Ukiah 
working at the water plant and wastewater treatment plant which were 
damaged in the winter rains. The city’s director of water and sewer says the 
most urgent need was a fix for the back wash basins at the water plant, 
which he says both cracked because they had water in them. He says their 
pressure-relief valves were working properly but broke anyway. They also 
need to find someone to repair them after gathering estimates.

Prescribed burn happening on privately owned land by Cal Fire’s Mendocino 
Unit, so you may see some smoke in the sky. The prescribed burn about 6 
miles west of the City of Ukiah, between Robinson Creek Road and Low 
Gap Roads. They’re starting this morning at about 10 a.m. and will work thru 
approximately 5 p.m. It’s part of the Vegetation Management Program 
(VMP) project during certain climatic conditions to make sure they can 
control the burn and minimize air quality and other impacts. The burn will be 
canceled if weather is not favorable.



Five hospital operators including Sutter Health and Adventist have been 
approached to buy in or completely take over Mendocino Coast District 
Hospital. The Press Democrat says the board approached five hospital 
operators, including Sutter and Adventist due to financial hardship on the 
hospital in Fort Bragg. The interim CEO says small standalone rural 
hospitals across the country and California are struggling and having difficult 
financial times which will only get worse. The CEO going back to the board 
for an extension on getting possible buyer interest from May 10th to May 
17th instead.

A settlement’s been reached in the 2014 murder of a Clearlake man who 
may have been killed because of illegal cannabis. The state attorney 
general’s office agreed to a plea deal with Gary Williams, copping a plea to 
voluntary manslaughter with a gun for the murder of Guillermo Figueroa. 
With that agreement, several other counts are dismissed. Williams will be 
sentenced May 6th in the case. The reason the Calif. Atty. General was 
handling the case was because the former County D-A, Don Anderson’s 
family members had been named as possible witnesses. Jury selection and 
motions in the case started last month, but days before the trial itself was to 
start, Williams agreed to a deal. He faces a 16-year sentence and has 
already been in jail 2 and a half years.

The latest State of the Air Report by the American Lung Association has 
been released and it’s looking good again for Lake County, even after 
massive wildfires. The grades are like a report card, A thru F, with many 
Calif. regions getting F’s. But Lake County got an “A” grade for ozone and a 
“C” for short-term particulate pollution. The County was also noted as the 
15th Cleanest County in the Country for yearly particulate average 
concentrations. The “C” grade was due to wildfires in 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
The report does not include the 2018 Mendocino Complex or the Camp 
fires.

Lakeport police reaching out to the public to get help finding who’s 
responsible for all of the graffiti popping up in the downtown area. Between 
3 and 4 a.m. yesterday, the city got hit again. They say those responsible 
have been repeatedly vandalizing the same buildings and businesses after 
they were already cleaned up. They’re asking anyone with info to call the 
police station, send a private Facebook message or a text to “TIP 
LAKEPORT” with a message to the number “888777.”

The deadline’s been announced in Clearlake for outdoor cannabis 
cultivation permits. The city’s not allowing any outdoor growing without 
permits which you can get at the Clearlake Police Department through the 
end of the business day next Tuesday, April 30th. It’s $250 for the yearly 
permit to allow outdoor cultivation of up to six marijuana plants at a time. 
Cities can determine their own regulations, so Clearlake says due to 
increasing fees to cultivate indoors and health and safety risk factors, they 
are allowing up to six marijuana plants to be grown outside with certain 
restrictions and guidelines.

The Mendocino County DA’s office reporting on a man accused locally of 
crimes going down in New Jersey for murder. On the DA’s Facebook page, 
the story of Caleb or Kai Lawrence McGillvary who’s been found guilty of 
murder. He had been known as Kai the Hitchhiker at one time. Now it’s as a 
convicted murderer for the beating death of 73-year old Joseph Gafly. He 
says it was self defense and says he was drugged and sexually assaulted 
and didn’t call police because he was afraid of being deported.
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The City of Lakeport reports on road fixes on 2nd Street between Main and 
Park, using SB1 funds. The money from the Road Repair and Accountability 
Act of 2017 from the state gasoline and diesel fuel tax and increased vehicle 
registration fees. The money gets divvied up between cities and counties to 
fix roads. The Public Works Director in Lakeport says the city’s getting about 
$85,000 from the tax this year, added to the current estimated gas tax fund 
of $79,000 gets the city just under $164,000.

PG&E gets permission to dole out $235 million in bonuses to around 10,000 
employees during bankruptcy, against the wishes of wildfire survivors. The 
bonuses have been a source of contention during bankruptcy proceedings 
as the utility company tries to wind its way thru court proceedings. The US 
Bankruptcy Judge said it would be unfair for thousands of employees to 
suddenly not be compensated. The company filed for bankruptcy in January 
and listed $51.69 billion in debts due to climbing liabilities and wildfire 
related claims from fires in 2015, 2017 and 2018. The utility company 
already convicted criminally related to the San Bruno explosion that killed 
eight people nearly a decade ago.

A man in Lake County wanted for sex abuse of a minor in Newark has a 
court appearance. David Calvin Johnson’s lawyer asking for a continuance 
on the preliminary hearing date by one week because of outstanding 
discovery. The deputy D-A on the case agreeing to provide the discovery. 
Besides two counts of oral copulation with a minor, Johnson’s charged with 
harmful material sent to a minor, lewd acts (with victim under 14 years), 
annoy/molest child under 18 years and indecent exposure after reports in 
January of the assault. He’s pleaded not guilty in the case and denied 
special allegations. The preliminary hearing now set for April 29th.

A man and woman in Willits are arrested after a traffic stop turns up meth. 
Willits police report pulling over John Denny who had a warrant out for his 
arrest, when they were detaining Denny, they say they uncovered a ½ 
pound of methamphetamine in the car. The arresting officer noted the way 
the meth was packaged showed it was for sale. A woman with Denny, 
Latoya Hoaglen was also arrested for possession of meth, possession of a 
meth pipe and violation of probation, but she was cited and released. Denny 
was booked into jail for possession of meth for sale and for an outstanding 
warrant.

A parrot has been arrested in Brazil after a police raid to find crack dealers. 
Police say the bird was taught to tell the dealers if cops were coming. The 
parrot was taken on Monday after cops came into a drug den in a low 
income community. Cops say as soon as they got close, the parrot started 
screaming. A reporter on the story went to visit the bird behind bars, saying 
it kept its beak shut after its arrest. The drug trafficking parrot, as they’re 
calling it has been turned over to a local zoo for three months to learn to fly, 
then will be released.

Fort Bragg Police reaching out to the public for help finding a missing man. 
Duane Lawrence vanished in January, after calling his family. He’s 
considered homeless and was thought to be camping in Fort Bragg before 
he disappeared. He’s described as being about 5 foot, 9, 180 pounds. 
Police say the last time he was seen, he had short brown thinning hair and a 
full grey beard. They go on to say he may or may not be wearing glasses. 
Anyone with information about where Lawrence may have been camping, or 
where he is now is asked to call the police dept.

Contact Sergeant O’Neal at (707) 961- 2800 ext. 120 or by e-mail at toneal. 
Anonymous tips may be left at anonymous Crime Tip Hotline at (707) 961-
3049.



Police arrest a man from Vacaville after a stolen car turns up in Laytonville. 
Mendocino Deputies got a call Wednesday to suspicious circumstances at a 
fast food restaurant and get reports Billy Nelson was trying to get into car 
doors. They then got a “Be On The Lookout” (BOLO) for a stolen 2014 white 
Toyota Tacoma pickup which was just stolen from the fast food joint. Cops 
saw cell phone video of Nelson trying to get into cars in the parking lot. 
Turns out it was his friend’s truck, they left it running outside the restaurant 
and Nelson took off in it. It was found nearby, and Nelson was arrested at a 
bar close to it. He’s charged with car theft and was being held in jail on 
$15,000.00 bail

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports having Narcan on hand now. 
That’s the drug known as an antidote to an overdose. It’s a nasal spray to 
protect those who O-D on opioids. The Sheriff’s office reports dosage units 
have been given to employees as part of their assigned personal protective 
equipment. A state report on Opioid Overdoses shows Mendocino County 
3rd per capita in all opioid overdose deaths. The nose spray is known for 
reversing opioid overdose situations in adults and children.

A driver pulled over for shining their brights into a Lake County Sheriff’s 
patrol car on Highway 20 in Nice. The deputy found Jose Villela of 
Kelseyville behind the wheel, was on Post Release Community Supervision 
(PRCS) for sales of a controlled substance. So they searched his car and 
found a couple ounces of meth and another half ounce of heroin on him. 
Plus they say there was a tiny bit of suspected cocaine hidden behind an air 
vent in the vehicle. He’s arrested for Possession of Controlled Substance 
and Narcotics for Sale, Transportation of Controlled Substance and 
Narcotics, and Violation of Post Release Community Supervision. Villela 
remains in custody on a no bail hold.

Trying to get a new apartment building in Ukiah filled up with tenants. The 
property management company says they’ve been getting great support 
from the City of Ukiah and Mendocino County to fill the 72-unit apartment 
complex on Brush Street near Orr Street. The Daily Journal reports winter 
weather stopped construction a bit, but they’re hoping to fill the building this 
summer. The project part of the Corp. for Better Housing are a mixture of 
two, three and four bedroom units. They’re funded by tax credits and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture for farmworkers and their families.

For more information on how to apply, contact Marie Espinoza at 707-530-
9735, or Rojas at 530781-3839.

A man in Ukiah, visiting the area from New York says he was stabbed in the 
Home Depot parking lot. Police say the 23-year-old in the parking lot of the 
store in a White Jeep Grand Cherokee rental with a couple of friends 
Wednesday, recording a rap video on their cell phones. They say the men 
were smoking pot and flashing cash in the video when they were rammed 
by another truck with nearly a dozen Hispanic males inside. The victim got 
out of his rental and was reportedly stabbed multiple times and his friends 
drove off, leaving him there. He ran to the Home Depot for help. His friends 
went to get help. Police say none of them or the victim were helpful giving a 
description of what happened. The victim treated and released from the 
hospital and cops still seeking answers.

Anyone with additional information about this incident is urged to contact the 
UPD at 707-463-6262.



Naval Facilities Engineering Command Northwest

Attention: NWTT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager

3730 N. Charles Porter Ave.

Building 385, Admin, Room 216

Oak Harbor, WA 98278-3500

An update from the Mendocino County Fire Safe Council to the Board of 
Supervisors on their work last year and ahead of the next fire season. The 
council’s goal is to have everyone, including residents and businesses 
prepared for wildfires in Mendocino County. They’ve been busy too, hiring a 
part time coordinator, elected a new board of directors, trying to get new 
members and reactivate former members and volunteers and work with 
other Fire Safe Councils. Plus they’re trying to get grants to pay to reduce 
fuels in Willits and Ukiah. They’re working on other items ahead of this fire 
season including helping underserved communities, hazardous tree removal 
and vegetation management.

Public comment being accepted in Fort Bragg on underwater naval testing 
and training exercises. The U.S. Navy will have representatives at Dana 
Gray Elementary School next Friday from 5 to 8 p.m. for a Q&A on the 
matter. It’ll be noted in the 2015 Northwest Training and Testing Final 
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact 
Statement. The Navy’s comment period on the plan was extended until the 
middle of June. You can find the report at the Fort Bragg Library and 
Redwood Coast Senior Center, or online at www.NWTTEIS.com. Comments 
can be submitted through the website or by mail to:

Dana Gray Elementary School is located at 1197 E. Chestnut St., Fort 
Bragg.

More money for staffers in the Lakeport Unified School District. The 
governing board says yes for salary increases, plus they also started their 
negotiations for the sale of the district’s North Main property, the old Natural 
High. The property closed for several years on North St. The interim 
Superintendent of Schools will take care of the deal. The board also 
approved the 2.75 percent retroactive increase for their salaries this year 
and another 2.75 percent increase next year.

Scrutiny for inmate fire crews from Lake and Solano counties to make sure 
they’re ready for the next wildfire season. A two-day “readiness exercise” in 
Lower Lake next Tuesday and Wednesday with Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit 
fire crews from Konocti Conservation Camp in Lower Lake and Delta 
Conservation Camp in Suisun City with Cal Fire. The nine fire crews from a 
couple of conservation camps to be tested on physical conditioning, 
firefighting knowledge, fire safety and personal protective gear. There’s 
more than 150 firefighters involved.

An old solar garden in Hopland will feature a marijuana museum now. Real 
Goods Solar Living Center is being sold to Flow Kana. The 12-acres along 
Highway 101 has long been a stop off for folks to wander thru sustainable 
gardens and solar demonstrations and learn about off-the-grid living, with as 
many as 200,000 visitors a year. Flow Kana says they’re hoping to have 
even more visitors after they revitalize some of the property, adding a 
cannabis museum but stay with the original mission to teach people about 
sustainable living.

http://www.nwtteis.com/
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A bill being considered by California lawmakers to force cities into making 
sure there’s more homes around public transit moves another step forward. 
Democratic Sen. Scott Wiener of San Francisco drafted the legislation which 
passed thru the Senate Governance and Finance committee Wednesday. 
But Senator Mike McGuire, the chair of the committee says a one size fits all 
approach across the state won’t really work. Some of the wording was 
changed by Wiener ahead of the vote so that counties with less than 
600,000 people didn’t have to strictly follow the guidelines set out here. The 
bill has an uphill battle though, with some cities calling it an encroachment 
on local control. 

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day in Lakeport a success. Lake Co 
News reports on the event. The police chief telling the news site there was a 
steady stream of community members dumping nearly 100 pounds of 
prescription and over-the-counter drugs with the agency. He says a lot of 
the drugs were dangerous controlled substances including opioids. If the 
drugs are just flushed or otherwise, not disposed of correctly, they can be 
dangerous to children and the environment. The chief goes on to say over 
the last four months, they’ve collected more than 248 pounds of prescription 
drugs from the community.

A cause has finally been reported for the 2018 Pawnee Fire in Lake County 
last summer. Cal Fire reports it was target shooting that caused the fire last 
June in eastern Lake County that destroyed 22 structures and burned 
15,000 acres. One person was also injured in the fire. Cal Fire investigators 
working with the Lake County Sheriff’s office, the District Attorney’s Office, 
the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department, and Rohnert Park Department of 
Public Safety for the determination. As part of their public statement on the 
Pawnee Fire, Cal Fire also reminds the public to stay safe while shooting 
targets, putting targets on dirt or gravel, shoot in areas free of dry vegetation
—and avoid shooting on hot windy days.

Three miles along Highway 29 in Lake and Napa counties is reopened after 
an accident closed it for almost an entire day. Last Thursday morning a fuel 
tanker with gasoline on board rolled on Highway 29 just north of Calistoga 
which ended in the highway being closed in both directions, backing up 
traffic for nearly the whole day. The driver of the tanker wasn’t hurt and the 
gasoline was siphoned out of the tanker so it could be moved. The highway 
didn’t open again until Friday.

The Mt. Konocti fire lookout tower is about to open again. Local volunteers 
will man the tower with a training day set for new volunteers and to remind 
those who’ve worked it before, what the procedures are. Volunteers will set 
their schedule for either five or eight hour shifts and watch for smoke in the 
air. If so, they then radio Cal Fire dispatch directly.

Those interested in volunteering to serve at least one day a month are 
encouraged to call tower leader Ric Abrams, 245-4171, or chairman Jim 
Adams, 245-3771.

A man wanted for a couple of shootings in No. Cal. has been caught in 
Nevada. Police say they also suspect Stefon Jefferson was to blame for a 
third murder Friday in People’s Park in Berkeley. The man was arrested 
Friday night in connection with a morning shooting in Oakland, another in 
the afternoon in San Francisco and now police at Cal Berkeley say he’s a 
suspect in the People’s Park shooting too. He was arrested near South Lake 
Tahoe Friday night after a high-speed chase and shootout with cops.



A busy day for the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority. More than a dozen calls last 
Friday, two inside homes. Lake Co News reports crews responded to one 
home, half on fire, and by the time they started their response, ¾’s of it had 
burned. They saved a dog, but nobody else was there. Another fire around 
the corner from that one in the Costco parking lot where the owner of the 
vehicle had several electrical items plugged into the vehicle’s battery and it 
overheated, melted and caused a fire. A dog in the van was pulled to safety 
by a bystander. Another house fire that evening in someone’s kitchen, but it 
was out before firefighters got there.

A special meeting for the Ukiah City Council regarding “emergency repairs” 
for infrastructure hit hard at the water treatment facility in the heavy winter 
rains. The meeting tonight to discuss what they’re referring to as time-
sensitive needed repairs on the backwash basins at the water plant. The 
city’s director of water and sewer says pressure relief valves were working 
properly so they’re not sure why the basins cracked during the storms. He 
also says they can’t run the water treatment facility without them. The 
special meeting at 5 p.m. tonight in council’s chambers.

A new report by the USA Today Network in Calif. says there needs to be 
work done on evacuation routes due to wildfires. The report after the Camp 
Fire destroyed the town of Paradise where more than 27,000 residents tried 
escaping creating a major traffic backup. The report says the fire brought to 
light that roads in Calif have not been designed for an abrupt, mass 
evacuation. It goes on to say as many as 350,000 Californians are living in 
places with the highest wildfire risk designation, plus have the same number 
or fewer exit routes per person as Paradise.

Water diverted for people in Paradise has become a problem since the 
Camp Fire. 9 miles of PG&E’s Upper Miocene Canal was either destroyed 
or damaged. About two dozen residents taking water directly out of local 
sources are affected. But there may be a thousand parcels also affected. So 
the county Department of Water and Resource Conservation is applying for 
grants to see how many were actually affected by the fire’s damage on the 
Canal.

A trial set for a high school principal in Willits now isn’t happening due to a 
settlement. Michael Colvig pleaded guilty to two misdemeanor counts of 
being a mandated child abuse reporter who failed to make mandated 
reports as required by law. So for the next three years he has to comply with 
terms of the settlement which includes preparing reports for the school, the 
D-A and school employees on the duties and obligations of mandated 
reporters and what happens for non-compliance. He also has to donate 
$800 a year, for three years to the Willits Center for the Arts Kids’ Art Camp.

Someone selling a Vietnam era military ordnance from Fort Bragg on 
Craigslist gets the attention of the Sheriff’s Office. Deputies investigated last 
week, finding it was an inert explosive. The seller apparently got two pieces 
from a relative who had died and was a veteran. The seller thought they 
were inert. Deputies reached out to the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office 
EOD Unit and the Beale U.S. Airforce Base EOD Unit. One piece could not 
be confirmed for sure as being inert so the area was evacuated and 
personnel from Beale came to the area, finding it was not inert so they took 
it away, it was turned into an unusable and unrepairable device.

A prescribed burn has been planned on the Covelo Ranger District, so that 
means smoke will be seen in the air in the area. The burn will be part of the 
Baseball wildlife habitat improvement and fuels reduction project initiated in 
2017 in partnership with the Mendocino County Blacktail Association and 
the Mule Deer Foundation today. They’ll burn about 140 acres, about 15 
miles east of Covelo and warn smoke may be seen around Mendocino 
Pass, Eel River and Atchison campgrounds.
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Progress continues on the cleanup of the Camp Fire in Northern Calif. and a 
couple of other fires that started around the same time in Southern Calif., 
the Woolsey and Hill Fires. The State’s Consolidated Debris Removal 
Program reports pulling more than 700,000 tons of debris from damaged 
properties. They’ve hit nearly 1,400 home sites in the Camp Fire zone, 
clearing more than 450,000 tons of debris removed from the fire impacted 
area. They’ve finished phase I with Household Hazardous Waste removal 
done on more than 13,000 parcels, and 8,350 home sites were assessed in 
Phase II. They continue to monitor air quality at several areas around 
Paradise.

The Quebec hamburglar is at it again. Cops in Montreal say the thief has 
stolen more than $2,000 worth of meals at various McDonald’s in the city. 
Another man in Toronto apparently got stuck with the bill because the 
burger burglar somehow got access to his app. More than 100 meals 
ordered for pick-up between April 12 and 18, including McFlurries, Big 
Macs, Chicken McNuggets and poutine, a French fry dish. There were 
apparently other victims too, and possibly other crooks. Nobody caught and 
no word if the hamburglar showed up to get the food.

A man traveling thru Ukiah reportedly gets into an argument with his partner 
and ends up arrested for domestic violence. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Dept. reports Brian Gard and a female were headed north on the 
101 near Ukiah when they got into a fight. The woman asked Gard to stop 
so she could get out, but says he threatened to kill her if she got out of the 
car. She called 911 to report the incident. Gard was arrested for criminal 
threats and he was booked into the Mendocino County Jail where he was 
being held on $20,000.00 bail.

A man’s been arrested in Covelo after a car was reported driving recklessly. 
A traffic stop by a Mendocino deputy and the driver gets out and starts 
walking to a house. He’s identified as Colter Reynolds who police say was 
acting defiantly towards them. The deputy went after Reynolds, forcing entry 
into the home. The deputy says Reynolds threw a piece of wood from the 
back door of the home at him, hitting him in the legs, he was not injured 
though. The deputy caught up to Reynolds and found suspected cocaine in 
Reynolds clothing. He was arrested and booked into the Mendocino County 
Jail on $15,000.00 bail for felony resisting or threatening officer and 
possession of controlled substance.

The homeless shelter open for the winter in Ukiah has closed. The South 
State Street location is closing tomorrow with no word on daytime services 
returning to the new Redwood Community Services facility in the same 
location. The Daily Journal reporting an announcement recently at a City 
Council meeting was just that the daytime services would start sometime 
after the winter shelter closed, but they’ve not said when, or what services 
they will offer. Apparently there’s still some construction going on for the 
new facility, which started April 1st. It’s previously been described as a year-
round hub for the homeless to have restrooms, showers, laundry facilities, a 
resource room, and non-commercial food preparation area and more.

Measles is spreading into an epidemic with schools crossing across the 
country. And now a new report from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention says there are more than 700 reported cases of the virus in 
the country, and 78 in the last week. There are some reported in California 
too, after it was believed the disease was completely wiped out in the year 
2000. California has had four outbreaks from folks who reportedly traveled 
outside the United States. There are nine jurisdictions with outbreaks in the 
United States, three are in California, in 11 counties.



A little rockin’ and rollin’ in Mendocino County. An earthquake reported 
yesterday, very early in the morning. The 4.3 on the Richter scale hit just 
after midnight Monday morning. The United States Geological Survey 
reports the earthquake was centered around six miles north-northwest of 
Redwood Valley. There were no reports of injuries or major damage 
anywhere. But there were shake reports out of Mendocino County, and in 
northern Sonoma County.

A new Superintendent of Schools has been named in Kelseyville. The 
School District Board agreed to hire Rebecca Salato who will start the job in 
Donna Becnel’s place July 1st. Becnel is retiring at the end of this school 
year. The school board president announced at their last meeting that they 
had a search firm help them find Becnel’s replacement, then some 
community members, staff and students helped decide out of 14 candidates, 
who was the best fit. Salato’s hire was unanimous.

A mountain lion wandering around a shopping mall in Santa Rosa has been 
caught. The animal near the Santa Rosa Plaza shopping mall Monday 
morning around dawn. It took several hours to corner the animal and use 
tranquilizer darts on it to remove it from the area. Wildlife officials say it 
probably found its way to the area from the nearby Santa Rosa Creek, 
hanging out in some bushes near Macy’s.

Those affected by the early closure of the Dungeness Crab season a couple 
years ago finally getting help from the federal government. About 25.6 
million in federal disaster aid for the 2015-16 commercial season for North 
Coast fishing communities is coming by June 1st. That according to Reps. 
Jared Huffman and Jackie Speier. About 23 million directly to crabbers and 
seafood processors. It comes as there’s an early closure this year too after 
a lawsuit by the Center for Biological Diversity.

A woman from Ukiah’s been arrested after a head on crash on Highway 20. 
CHP officers say Gabriela Garcia was driving a Nissan Altima westbound on 
Hwy 20 near Scotts Valley Road and because she was drunk, she let her 
car go over the center yellow lines and into the path of a 2006 Dodge 
Dakota on the other side of the highway and they crashed head on. The 
other driver was able to get out of his car but complained of body pain. 
Garcia was said to be “unresponsive”. The two drivers taken to a hospital 
and Garcia charged with felony driving under the influence. The other driver 
had moderate injuries, and Garcia’s injuries were described as major.

The yearly burn ban in Lake County is starting ahead of the next wildfire 
season. The burn ban starts tomorrow for all open waste burning, there are 
some exemptions though for agricultural operations, essential control burns 
for fire hazard reduction, public safety burns, and more. For those who need 
an extension, they have to call the Lake County Air Quality Management 
District and local Fire Agency for an inspection of where the burn will occur. 
Those without an exemption who burn could get a ticket, be fined, and pay 
costs if a fire gets out of control.

Getting strict on those with overgrown brush or vegetation in the city of 
Clearlake. It’s fire season again and with that, the city is looking to property 
owners to pitch in and make sure their properties are free of overgrown 
vegetation and fire hazards. Starting tomorrow the Police Department Code 
Enforcement Bureau is starting their strict enforcement. And those who fail 
to abide, will be cited for a violation. The vegetation or brush has to be cut to 
4 inches or less. Any overhanging trees have to have a minimum clearance 
of 4 feet or greater from the ground. Then all of the cut vegetation has to be 
taken off the property. They’ll also be watching for any firewood or ignition 
sources and combustible materials to be stored properly as well.



For additional information or to file a request for investigation, please 
contact Code Enforcement Technician Jan Brejska at 707-995-8251, 
Extension 309, or by email at jbrejska .

The governor of Calif signing an executive order so staffers start to come up 
with a new program for a state-wide climate-resilient water system. The 
order to cover unsafe drinking water, flood risks threatening public safety, 
groundwater aquifers, sketchy water supplies in agricultural communities 
and native fish populations threatened with extinction. The governor says for 
the work, they’ll need to reach out to those the best in their field, in science, 
engineering and innovators to help ensure long-term water resilience and 
ecosystem health.

A man from Mexico busted after he gets trapped in a hole he dug to spy on 
his ex-girlfriend. That was against a court order he stay away from the 
woman. The Sonora state attorney general’s office reported the 50-year-old 
man was digging the hole in the Gulf of California, outside Mexico City, then 
got stuck and needed help getting out. The tunnel to the woman’s home. 
She told cops she heard scratching noises but thought it was from cats, then 
investigated and found her ex trapped. The man found intoxicated and 
severely dehydrated.

It’s been more than two years since the Ghost Ship warehouse fire in 
Oakland where 36 concert goers died and the jury has been seated in their 
case. Derick Almena and Max Harris are in jail, the two locked up since they 
were arrested in June of 2017 for the December 2016 inferno. Court papers 
say prosecutors blame Almena for illegally converting the old building into 
an entertainment and art space that was not licensed for that. Opening 
statements are expected next week. The two pleaded no contest last 
summer as part of a deal, but the judge said no after objections from the 
families of the victims. Plus the judge didn’t feel Almena showed remorse.

The Mendocino County Executive office reminding as many as 2 million 
people have some kind of serious mental illness and are in prison in the 
country. In Mendocino County, it happens, but the county says it’s trying to 
reduce the amount of people with mental illness in local jails. They’re 
reporting working with the Mendocino County National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI), for their first ever community forums to discuss local efforts. 
There are two, the first, next Wednesday, May 8, at the Ukiah Veterans Hall, 
and the following day, May 9 in Fort Bragg at the Veterans Hall there. They 
start both days with an Educational Session at 1:00 pm and go to 5, then 
there’s a Public Forum from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

If you would like to learn more about this issue, and what is being done 
locally, please join us at one of the events above. To RSVP, please visit 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MendocinoSteppingUp. For more 
information on the National Stepping Up Initiative, please visit 
https://stepuptogether.org.

For more information, please contact the Mendocino County Executive 
Office at (707) 463-4441

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MendocinoSteppingUp
https://stepuptogether.org/
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A housing project long planned for the north end of Ukiah on Lovers Lane 
has moved another step closer. The developer on the project has reportedly 
received confirmation from the Sanitation District there can be sewer service 
for the more than 120 new homes. The project manager for the developer 
went before the Sanitation District’s board of directors to get permission so 
they can move ahead with their environmental impact report. The Daily 
Journal reports the developer confirmed they got permission for 160 
Equivalent Sewer Service Units. The developer, Vineyard Crossing has 123 
lots, but they’ve still not figured out how many bedrooms there will be in the 
units.

Cal Fire starts burning slash piles they’ve grabbed from trees and bushes in 
Low Gap Park. It’s all part of their proactive work to curb the spread and 
impact of future wildfires. The work started in February, using Department of 
Corrections inmates and other Cal Fire trainees who removed the debris 
from the hills above Ukiah. They were cautious with a couple of fire engines 
and several firefighters stationed nearby yesterday morning, burning what 
was needed, then extinguishing the flames. They plan to continue the burns 
over the next several weeks as long as weather and air quality allows.

A young man in Ukiah arrested for reportedly selling vape pens or e-
cigarettes with Cannabis in them to middle schoolers. Police say 19 year old 
Jonathan Cruz was busted at Pomolita Middle School by the School 
Resource Officer last Wednesday with several packages of marijuana pen 
packages and cash. Police also say they found several other kids with the 
pens on them. They were cited and released for possession of a controlled 
substance. Cruz was arrested at his house for suspicion of using a minor to 
distribute a controlled substance and for contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor, a misdemeanor. He’s was booked into jail.

The Ukiah City Council set to work on whether there should be cannabis-
related events allowed in the city. The agenda item says staff members for 
the city have been approached by organizers of events like trade shows and 
festivals. So now the staffers are bringing the idea to the council to see if the 
city should authorize cannabis-related temporary events, where they can be 
hosted and if weed can be sold at the events and if it can be consumed 
there too. The council’s also set to consider if the city should contribute 
$50,000 for a feasibility study on the Potter Valley Project.

A man from Lucerne in jail on burglary charges is referred for a mental 
health test. William Pimentel’s lawyer asking for the court to have his client 
re-evaluated for mental competency. Two doctors both found in February 
that Pimentel was not competent to stand trial. So the court proceedings 
were continued and Pimentel ordered to appear. It’s all connected to an 
incident in Upper Lake earlier this year where the keys to someone’s ATV 
were stolen and found with personal items inside. The victim also reported 
there might be someone living in an empty home nearby. Pimentel found 
inside asleep with the missing ATV keys.

A fertilizer loaded trailer overturns and hazmat has to come out around the 
Lake-Napa County line. The crash Saturday mid-morning on Butts Canyon 
Road north of the county line. The CHP’s Clear Lake Area office reports a 
man from St. Helena was driving a pickup truck pulling a small tank trailer 
that was partially filled with a liquid fertilizer when he turned too quick and 
caused the trailer to overturn and spill almost all of its chemicals on the 
road. The two lanes of Butts Canyon Road were closed several hours for 
cleanup. There were no injuries reported and CHP officers say they don’t 
suspect drugs or alcohol as a factor in the crash.



The trial for the two men accused in the Ghostship Fire in Oakland has 
begun. The Press Democrat reports families in court weeping at the opening 
of the trial for Derick Almena and Max Harris. The two were arrested for 
involuntary manslaughter after the December 2016 fire and have been in jail 
ever since. They pleaded no contest, but a judge said no to a sentencing 
recommendation. The two face up to 36 years each if they’re convicted on 
all counts. They each have their own lawyer with separate plans for 
defense. The two are also being sued by the victim’s families who say 
Oakland’s fire and building departments didn’t inspect the warehouse every 
year as required and that inspectors would have found illegal conversions in 
the building to an entertainment and arts venue.

A permit has been approved by the Oroville City Council during a special 
meeting so Federal Emergency Management Agency can bring 40 
temporary mobile homes to the Rosewood subdivision in north Oroville for 
Camp Fire survivors. The transitional housing agreed to for 18 months. The 
residents don’t have to pay rent. They’re one to three bedrooms, with a 
kitchen and bathroom, and come totally furnished. Some of the residents 
living near the area complained to the City Council about the agreement.

The three major utility companies in Calif have reportedly spent more than 
$1 million dollars for lobbying efforts in only the first quarter of the year. 
PG&E and parent companies for Southern California Edison and San Diego 
Gas & Electric reported their lobby spending from January to the end of 
March on work in the state Legislature, state agencies and the California 
Public Utilities Commission. Edison spending the most, with almost 700-
grand, Sempra, with San Diego Gas & Electric, with just about 400,000 and 
PG&E, which started their Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings in January, 
spent $277,000.

A baby sea lion had to be rescued from a freeway in San Francisco. The 
San Francisco Chronicle reports the CHP reported to the northbound 101 
where a call came from someone who reportedly tried to corral the sea lion 
off the highway. A call for a sea lion in distress to the CHP’s South San 
Francisco exit. Officers found the little guy safe but took it to the Peninsula 
SPCA for treatment. They put it in their patrol car, a picture online shows the 
little guy’s head sticking out of the backseat window. Adorable…The baby 
will be taken after treatment to the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito for 
rehab.

The state of Calif. is considering renaming May 4th as “Star Wars Day”. The 
state Assembly has reportedly introduced a resolution to declare that date 
so folks can hang on to the slogan, “May the Fourth Be With You” in a more 
formal way, if you will. The resolution was drafted ahead of the new “Star 
Wars: Galaxy’s Edge” set at Disneyland. It’s supposed to open May 31st 
after the amusement park spent $1 billion. It will also reportedly add 1,400 
permanent jobs. The resolution passed the first committee vote 
unanimously.

A downtown street in Chicago had to be cleared because of a suspicious 
object that turned out to be a can of ravioli on wheels, of all things. Officers 
got a call earlier this week and say out of an abundance of caution, they 
blocked off traffic on South State Street and also closed a nearby CTA Red 
Line station. The object turned out to be a can of Chef Boyardee attached to 
wheels. Someone was detained for questioning about it. Cops find it was a 
college kid who created the car prototype for a design class.
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A fire after a Sonoma State University student’s car bursts into flames. The 
Rancho Adobe fire Battalion Chief says the Volkswagen Jetta’s engine 
caught fire when the student started her car. At least four other cars were 
also damaged with what’s described as melting headlights and popping 
tires. Another car was also totaled and three were towed. The Chief says 
there was about $50,000 worth of damage after the fire. Firefighters dealing 
with spreading flames at the college. The student whose car first caught fire 
had apparently been in class all day and when she got into her car, an 
electrical issue started the fire. They also report a hood support arm, or 
strut, from the Jetta blew off the car, landing about 60 feet away.

A new report says there may be a heavy wildfire season along the West 
Coast this summer. This from the National Interagency Fire Center out of 
Boise, ID who reports most of the country will probably see a normal fire 
season thru August. But the report says in California, Washington and 
Oregon, it’s another story with major grass and fuels after heavy rain this 
winter. They say that has the potential to dry out thru the summer. And the 
Pacific Northwest is in a moderate drought, meaning there might be an early 
fire season in the Cascade Range and the Okanogan region.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports to a home in Redwood Valley 
for reports of a possible overdose of two people. The officers got to the 
home finding the two had taken drugs and were now unresponsive. 
Redwood Valley firefighters came to the scene as deputies starting to 
administer NARCAN to the 50 year old and 61 year old man. The 61 year 
old started to come out of his drug induced state and was taken to a hospital 
and the 50 year-old didn’t respond as well so CPR was started on the 
scene, but the man died. NARCAN dosages have recently been given to 
staffers at the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office as part of their gear. It’s 
thought to reverse opioid overdoses.

City leaders in Ukiah considering how close any new development is to local 
creeks. The Paths, Open Space and Creeks Commission is meeting to 
decide creek setbacks, including those that are already developed. That’s 
for granny units or if developers or property owners want to add Accessory 
Dwelling Units. It will affect Creekside areas where water lands if there’s a 
flood, and the Riparian Area, or where wetlands or vegetation is along the 
creek. The commission says it wants to see setbacks in residential areas at 
“15 feet from the riparian edge, or the top of the bank if no riparian habitat is 
present.” And 30 feet for businesses.

A lot of rain and snow this winter, but that means a ton of overgrowth for 
grass, brush and most vegetation. The State Dept. of Fish and Wildlife says 
it’s also brought out lots of rodents. The agency says those using poisons to 
kill them may also kill wildlife or harm household pets and even children. 
They remind a natural way to allow it to run its course is with raptors and 
snakes around the area or in the short term, by mowing grass to two inches 
or less, which rodents don’t like. They say they will come back even if you 
poison the area, but don’t cut down grass or brush.

Two men from Texas who admit they drove to Ukiah to buy marijuana say 
they were attacked and robbed. Ukiah police say the men reported they had 
money on them to buy weed last weekend and were confronted by three 
men, one had on a mask and had an assault rifle. One victim hit on the 
head with an unknown object, the other victim ran away. Then the men say 
their cash was stolen and the three suspects took off. The man hit in the 
head went to the hospital and was released. The other victim wasn’t hurt. 
They’re asking anyone else with info on the incident to call police.



A new report by the United States Department of Agriculture says there 
needs to be more fast broadband internet to rural farms in the U.S. The 
USDA report says there should be as much as $47 to $65 billion in the U.S. 
agricultural economy every year for “precision agriculture” or farms that use 
digitally-based data collection and e-connectivity. The Lake County Farm 
Bureau says the idea has been a priority for economic development for 
years and says it’s a major barrier to economic success. The U.S. 
Agriculture Secretary says broadband and precision agriculture are “critical 
components for creating vital access to world-class resources, tools and 
opportunity for America’s farmers, ranchers, foresters and producers.”

Some of the highest rent in the U-S in the Golden State, now the state 
Assembly is looking to get landlords to require month to month leases with 
90 days notice on a rent increase. The Assembly Bill also says if the rent is 
going up more than 15%, landlords have to give 120-day notice. Right now 
it’s just 30 days notice for less than 10% and 60 days for more than 10%. 
San Diego, Los Angeles, Riverside and Sacramento in the top ten most 
expensive metros in the latest USC Price School of Public Policy report of 
the lack of affordable rent.

Ahead of the next US Census, Calif. is just under 40 million residents. 
Almost 187-thousand residents added last year. The info from the latest 
housing data from the California Department of Finance. It shows the 
population growing at a rate of just about a half percent, the slowest in 
California history. The report shows a big dip in the amount of births, off by 
18,000 from the year before; and lower student enrollment and more deaths, 
as baby boomers age. Lake County had flat growth, Mendocino at – 0.1 
percent, Glenn the only neighboring county with growth, only 1.3 percent. 
And dramatic losses in fire areas, like Butte County. 83% of the population 
of Paradise lost their homes. Chico and Oroville added 20 percent to their 
populations because of the fire.

The latest revision for a high-speed train has the cost at over $18 billion 
dollars for 171 miles of the track in the Central Valley. It also says it won’t be 
completed until 2028, almost ten years after the first estimate on the project, 
which was to be a much longer Los Angeles-to-San Francisco line. The 
update by state rail officials with suggested changes by the new Governor, 
Gavin Newsom. There’s apparently enough money for the section from the 
Central Valley to San Francisco, but not to tunnel through a mountain pass.

A man in Iowa busted for child pornography after he spilled gravy on his 
laptop, summoning help from the Geek Squad. The Best Buy employees 
working to save the laptop reportedly found kiddie porn on the Des Moines 
man’s computer. Robert Watson went for help to get the files off loaded onto 
a new computer and Geek Squad employees found the pornography. 
Watson now charged with an aggravated misdemeanor charge of child porn 
possession charges. He admits he saved pictures with files name like “13 
year old” and “14 year old’s”.

Pacific Gas & Electric is setting up a $105 million fund for survivors of 
California wildfires believed to have been started by their equipment. The 
utility company filed papers in court saying the money for their wildfire 
assistance program is to help folks who lost property in the giant fires of 
2017 and 2018. But the plan has to be approved by the judge in the federal 
bankruptcy case. As you may recall PG&E filed for bankruptcy in January 
because they were facing as much as $13 billion in legal claims from wildfire 
victims. The fund is to be administered by a completely independent entity 
chosen in consultation with lawyers for PG&E’s creditors. The company’s 
equipment is accused of causing nearly all of the Oct. 2017 fires in Napa 
and Sonoma counties and the Camp Fire last year.
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A man from Lake County’s been arrested after a traffic stop in Willits. Willits 
police say they tried stopping a car Wednesday by the Lark Motel for a 
moving violation. The driver, identified as Billy Anderson of Nice went into 
the parking lot of the Lark, then got out and ran away, jumping a couple of 
fences. Police say he kept going onto and thru Willits Charter School then 
hid under a parked car at a home. Cops nabbed the guy and charged him 
with resisting an officer, possession of a controlled substance, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, possession of burglary tools and for multiple warrants 
which ranged from possession of drugs to weapons charges.

The manager of a smoke shop’s been arrested in Willits. Police say they 
served a search warrant at the 101 Smoke Shop Tuesday and detained the 
manager, Edward Mesa, as cops searched the store. They say they found 
several pounds of marijuana, packaging materials, scales, pay sheets, and 
cash. Mesa’s charged with conspiracy, possession of marijuana for sales, 
and transportation of marijuana.

A new report by a nonprofit group says tap water in Calif. could be 
increasing the number of cancer cases in the state. The Environmental 
Working Group’s report says water pollutants unhealthy for humans may 
have brought the number of cases up my more than 15,000 over the course 
of a lifetime. The report after more than 2,700 community water systems 
were tested between 2011 to 2015. The water systems, the main provider of 
tap water in Calif. and they’re regulated by the federal Safe Drinking Water 
Act and maintained by state regulators. The report says as many as 15,450 
added cancer cases happened during 70 years, calculating out to more than 
220 cases a year from drinking-water pollution.

A home burns in a fire in Fort Bragg. It happened April 23rd in the 23000 
block of Highway 1 around 9 p.m. The fire reportedly started in an out-
building then spread to the two-story house which was destroyed. 
Firefighters protecting the area around the home, allowing the house to burn 
as the people who owned the home watched. The Advocate newspaper 
reports the outbuilding, where it started, also burned to the ground. The 
paper reports firefighters couldn’t contain and cool the house fire after it 
went through the roof, finding the home would be a total loss. Fire officials 
say the fire started due to a portable generator being used for electricity 
which sparked.

The Board of Directors of the Mendocino Coast District Hospital votes on 
revising their request for health care organizations to partner with the 
hospital or for a total buy out. There are five health care organizations 
reportedly interested in a purchase or partnership. A board member reports 
an attorney reported they thought the board had violated the Brown Act 
regarding their decision to stem the financial problems at the hospital. The 
Interim Chief Executive Officer says it was the will of the board to send out 
requests for proposals, after having individual discussions with board 
members.

The Fort Bragg City Council gives the go-ahead for the Mendocino County 
Digital Infrastructure Plan to be approved. The plan covers the years 2019-
2025, looking to get high-speed internet infrastructure at 95 percent by 2025 
in the county. The Economic Development and Financing Corporation is 
working on getting fiber technology to remote areas in the county which can 
be done as fast as two to five years. So the City Council is putting language 
in their resolution on the matter to prioritize burying fiber underground 
instead of fixed wireless due to potential unknown health effects caused by 
wireless have a discussion.



It’s official, tomorrow is Star Wars Day. It’s May 4th, so you can officially use 
the phrase May the 4th Be With You! It’s all in honor of the new Disneyland 
theme park set that’s opening after Memorial Day. Democratic 
Assemblyman Tom Daly authoring the bill in support of what he says is the 
biggest single-site expansion in Disney’s history. It’ll bring in several 
hundred permanent jobs and is expected to pull as much as $14 million in 
tax revenue for the city of Anaheim every year.

A major loss for PG&E due to wildfires. The latest earnings report for the 
giant utility company for the first quarter of the year. The first-quarter profits 
down 69 percent while the company faces massive claims against it due to 
wildfires in 2017 & 18 and its recent bankruptcy case. The company reports 
$136 million, as opposed to $442 million the first quarter of last year. The 
company blames their losses because they have to now inspect their entire 
electrical system. And due to the rising costs of cleaning up and making 
repairs after the Camp Fire in Butte County. PG& E reported just over $4 
billion in the first quarter. It’s believed the fire was caused by the utility 
company’s equipment.

A $10,000 grant has been awarded to the Middletown area from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. The Challenge America grant to pay for 
workshops for outdoor sculptures in Middletown. The money going to 
EcoArts of Lake County or the Middletown Art Center. The Director of the 
Center says they’re thrilled for the recognition which goes to support 
projects in underserved populations, places where people don’t always get 
to experience art because of geography, ethnicity, economics or 
disability. The project known as “Locus” features sculptures at Middletown 
Trailside Park and Rabbit Hill, which were both blackened by the Valley Fire. 
For more info: visit www.MiddletownArtCenter.org/Locus.

People are complaining about an expanding homeless camp in Ukiah. The 
Daily Journal reports the encampment at the corner of South State Street 
and Observatory Avenue leading to multiple complaints to police. One 
resident of the city telling the newspaper, it was just a tiny four by six area, 
but now it looks like a mini-apartment, saying she’s called police to see it’s 
now about 20 feet long now, calling it a health risk. Police tell the newspaper 
there were no criminal violations and that it’s on private property where the 
property owners are allowing them to stay, and it’s not in a public right of 
way. The Chairman of the Ukiah Planning Commission also complaining 
about the encampment and the city’s response at the February meeting of 
the commission.

Storm drains being worked on in the City of Ukiah after massive rains this 
winter. Crews out at South Orchard Avenue. The project should be done 
today. After a storm drain stopped working on Peach Street, crews had to 
dig it up and found another one in disrepair that needed replacing. It’s all 
ahead of repaving planned from East Gobbi to Ford Street. It was an 
urgency item on the City Council’s agenda last month for an expenditure of 
nearly $270,000.

After putting an ordinance in place against rental housing price gouging in 
Lake County, the measure’s rescinded. The Lake County Board of 
Supervisors put the measure in place after the October 2017 Sulphur Fire. 
They say it worked and the District Attorney’s Office didn’t prosecute anyone 
for price gouging. This week the board canceled the ordinance so property 
owners can institute some modest price increases due to increasing costs. 
Lake Co News reports District 5 Supervisor Rob Brown wanted the 
ordinance rescinded so property owners could have increases for deferred 
maintenance and other costs.

http://www.middletownartcenter.org/Locus


As part of Governor Newsom’s direction to overhaul the state’s water 
delivery infrastructure, a state agency withdrawing permits for a project so it 
can be smaller. The California Department of Water Resources wants to 
take back the proposed permits for the so-called Water Fix project and start 
an environmental review instead for a single tunnel project through the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. It’s reportedly needed to protect water 
supplies after sea-level rise and saltwater intrusion into the Delta.

The Mendocino Historical Review Board is meeting without their Chairman, 
who recently resigned in protest. The Mendocino Beacon reports the former 
chair John Simonich resigned April 12th in a letter with multiple complaints 
including a lack of support from the Planning and Building Dept. Apparently 
it’s nothing new though, folks complaining about the support before and 
recent increases in project fees. The Director of the Planning and Building 
Dept saying they’re not going to prevent board members from places items 
on the agenda, which are currently in review and might have delayed the 
agenda being flushed out.

Talks about switching to renewable energy and a debt management policy 
on the agenda of the Mendocino City Community Services District. Directors 
looking over the proposed 2019/20 budget last week and talked renewable 
energy, the debt management policy after bids came in for the treatment 
plant upgrade. They also discussed granny unit fees. The proposed budget 
for the next Fiscal Year at nearly $836,000, about $9,200 more than last 
year due to higher wages, retirement costs, fuel and permitting fees, 
insurance and more. The board considering switching from PG&E to the 
Sonoma Clean Power Greenfield Program which will cost a couple grand 
more a year.

A dead child reportedly found at McKinleyville High School. Reporter Kym 
Kemp with details after a scanner report that a janitor found a juvenile’s 
body on the school’s quad. The news site says it had not yet independently 
verified the report. The scanner reporting police, fire and medical personnel 
had reported to the scene along with the coroner. Parents reported getting 
emails and auto calls the school would be closed today. The school’s 
Facebook page did however verify, that school was indeed closed.

The Gov. has announced a withdrawal of permit applications from his 
predecessor’s administration for a double tunnel water project. Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s $19 billion tunnel project under the Sacramento-San Joaquin River 
Delta. As we reported earlier, Gov. Newsom’s administration withdrawing 
permits and instead going for a much smaller project with one tunnel for 
which the administration wants to start environmental studies on. The 
Natural Resources Secretary releasing a statement saying the smaller 
project will help build California’s water supply resilience.

Heavy winter rains great for the drought and snowpack. The latest test of 
the Sierra Nevada, this season’s final snow survey, shows nearly double 
amount of snow we normally get this time of year. Surveyors with the 
Department of Water Resources out yesterday morning, measuring almost 
28 inches of water. That’s around 188 percent of the historical annual 
average for the area. The Water Resource Dept. director says cities and 
farms will be getting ample water supplies this summer.
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The latest report on cleanup efforts for several fires at the end of last year. 
The State’s Consolidated Debris Removal Program reports pulling more 
than 900,000 tons of debris out of damaged properties due to the Camp, 
Woolsey and Hill Fires. The Camp Fire Debris alone was 600,000 tons so 
far. They’ve cleared almost 1,900 sites from the fire impacted area as of 
May 1st. They report clearing an average of 100 properties per day. They’ve 
got Household Hazardous Waste out of several thousand sites, part of 
Phase II of their work. They’ll continue as weather and safety conditions 
allow.

A hearing date set for a committee tasked with checking out the Governor’s 
Wildfires and Climate Change report. State Sen. Bill Dodd announcing the 
Senate Select Committee on the Governor’s 2019 Report: “Wildfires and 
Climate Change – California’s Energy Future” features a 13 member panel. 
Dodd, Senator Mike McGuire and 11 other senators from across the state to 
tackle the report this Wednesday at 1:30 in the John L. Burton Hearing 
Room at the Capitol.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Office Citizens’ Academy still has room. The 
Academy starts Tuesday, May 28th, the day after Memorial Day. But the 
Sheriff’s Office has to have applications no later than next Thursday, May 
16th. It’s free for residents of Lake County. You’ve got to be at least 18 
years old with zero felony convictions and no misdemeanors the last three 
years. For more info, visit the Lake County Sheriff’s Office website, 
lakesheriff.com. Only 25 students will be allowed and it’s filling up.

Lake County health officers and community partners at the 2019 FEMA 
Healthcare Coalition Response Leadership (HRCL) course. The course 
follows guidelines from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
and the Centers for Disease Control, and Prevention Public Health 
Preparedness Capabilities. They work on healthcare coalition building, 
preparedness, response, and recovery, learning what things to look for as a 
proactive health coalition. The course took place in Anniston, Alabama.

The North Shore restoration project on the Upper Lake Ranger District in the 
Mendocino National Forest the topic of an open house. Information will be 
shared there on the project. There will be a Q&A with National Forest staff. 
Also in attendance: CAL FIRE and NRCS for private landowners to talk 
about post-fire restoration on private lands and ways to mix treatments 
across boundaries to find more ways to get outside funding. The area is 
within the Ranch Fire burn area. The Open House at the Lucerne Alpine 
Senior Center Thursday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

A reminder about a couple of community forums on Mendocino County’s 
Stepping Up Initiative to help reduce the number of people with mental 
illness who are in jail. The forums are Wednesday and Thursday during the 
Month of Action, Wednesday at the Ukiah Veterans Hall, and Thursday at 
the Fort Bragg Veterans Hall starting with an educational session at 1pm, 
and public forums after at 6, at both locations.

For more information please contact the Mendocino County Executive Office 
at (707) 463-4441. Mendocino County is committed to 
StepUp4MentalHealth for people with mental illnesses in our community. 
Learn more about Stepping Up and the Month of Action at
www.StepUpTogether.org.

http://www.stepuptogether.org/


It’s been almost two months since a man’s accused of killing a Woodland 
Resident. Stefon Ceaser finally had his preliminary hearing regarding the 
murder of Anthony “Shrimp” Bosser. Ceaser had been in court three times 
before so he could round up legal help. A public defender entered his not 
guilty plea last week. He’s due back in court next week and is in jail until 
then with no bail. He’s accused of using a gun for the murder, possession of 
a firearm by a previous offender and theft/unauthorized use of a vehicle with 
enhancements. Police say Bosser died March 15th during an altercation

A man in Talmage has been arrested after a domestic violence incident. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. reports getting a call from a woman from Ukiah last Monday 
and when they got there finding a couple living together with a young child. 
Deputies say the man told them his girlfriend assaulted him with a coat 
hanger and may have choked him, but after further investigation they found 
the two had an argument after Feras Asfour got home late. The woman says 
Asfour hit and kneed her several times in the head, so she used the hanger 
as protection. She says he kept attacking her. Both of them had visible 
injuries but it was found Asfour was on probation, so he was arrested for 
domestic violence battery and violation of probation and held on $30,000.00 
bail.

A man from Fort Bragg has been arrested for driving the wrong way. Cops 
say a deputy on patrol on Comptche-Ukiah Road, just east of Highway 1 
saw the man on a motorcycle violate traffic laws so the cop went after him 
and the motorcycle rider kept driving and went faster. The cop stopped the 
chase for safety reasons and because there was a passenger on the 
motorcycle. But several hours later, the man, Richard Olstad was picked up 
at a home in Albion for a felony arrest warrant for violation of felony 
probation and deputies found he was the guy who evaded police on his 
motorcycle, so he was arrested and held without bail.

A man from Covelo’s busted for assaulting a police dog, having a fake gun 
and resisting arrest. Cops got a call last Wednesday to help CHP officers 
after they chased a driver going over 90 MPH through downtown Covelo. 
CHP officers say Ambrose Sky Fallis also fired a gun into the air from the 
vehicle, drove through several gates and fences then got stuck in a big field. 
After an hour of telling him to get out of the car, a police dog came after him. 
Fallis fought with K9 Leo, pulling his ears and punching him in the head and 
face. He was finally arrested, and the dog released. He had fake guns on 
him, a glass meth pipe and resisting, held on $15,000.00 bail.

Cal Fire has fire operations in Mendocino County, burning fuel ahead of this 
wildfire season. Today and tomorrow, a vegetation management prescribed 
burn on privately owned land. You may see smoke around Ukiah, the burn’s 
happening about 6 miles west of the city, between Robinson Creek Road 
and Low Gap Road from 10am this morning to about 5pm this afternoon. 
They remind the burn will happen under tight restrictions for the personal 
safety of firefighters and area residents, if they don’t think it can be done 
safely, due to high winds or other factors, it will be canceled.

A man in Lucerne says he was attacked by someone outside his home. The 
man reports last Monday night he was sitting in his car and when he got out, 
someone from a group of drunk and loud people accosted him before he 
could get thru his front yard. He says he was taken down to the ground, 
kicked and punched and was bleeding in both eyes and had scrapes, calling 
whoever did it, demonic. The Lake County Sheriff’s office called to the 
scene and the man taken to a hospital. They’ve not released much more 
about the incident. The man says he’ll press charges as the case winds up.



The new fiscal budget and the latest Mendo County cannabis update at the 
next Board of Supervisors meeting. Tomorrow’s meeting has the 2019-2020 
fiscal year budget for the third quarter on the agenda which covers July to 
next March. It covers departments within the county including County 
Counsel, Sheriff-Coroner, County Jail, Court Collections, Human Resources, 
Public Defenders and Alternate Defender. There’s also a timed item on the 
agenda to hear from representatives from the Mendocino County Cannabis 
Cultivation Program on compliance and cannabis application efforts.

A scam warning for Pacific Gas and Electric Co. customers in Lake County. 
The utility says there’s been criminal calls to residents that their power will 
be shut down unless a payment is made. But PG&E’s Corporate Security 
says they’re not making such calls. They say there were several reports 
about the scammers trying to get money from customers on past due bills 
using a Green Dot card or Money Pack. The latest incident was in Lakeport. 
PG&E reminding customers with concerns about past due service should 
call. And if someone calls or shows up at your house to always ask them for 
their official PG&E identification.

A community workshop on an urgency ordinance in Lakeport on wireless 
communication. The Lakeport Planning Commission’s community workshop 
this Wednesday to discuss the application for a wireless communication 
facility, explaining to the public the requirements for that permit under the 
urgency ordinance. They will go over the whole process, thru appeal and 
potential removing of the permit if need be, and any provisions for violations 
of the ordinance. An electronic version of the urgency ordinance (Ordinance 
921 (2019)) and other meeting materials can be viewed on the city of 
Lakeport’s Web site at 
https://www.cityoflakeport.com/news_detail_T14_R16.php.

If you have any questions feel free to contact the Community Development 
Department at 707-263-5615, Extension 201, or email Kevin Ingram at 
kingram@cityoflakeport.com.

It’s Wildfire Preparedness Week in Calif. After the wet winter and all of that 
new growth, the Newsom Administration now urging homeowners to be 
proactive. Their new slogan: California Wildfires Have Changed, Together 
We Must Adapt. The state’s already had 470 wildfires this year that burned 
almost 1,200 acres. Fire officials are urging residents to make their homes 
fire-safe. That means creating a defensible space by clearing vegetation 
100 feet or more away from your home, and using fire resistant landscaping 
to help stop the spread of wildfire. The Gov. directing Cal Fire to bring 
recommendations for immediate, medium and long-term actions to help 
prevent destructive wildfires. They’ve identified nearly 3 dozen priority fuel 
reduction projects on 90,000 acres, to protect more than 200 of the state’s 
most wildfire-vulnerable communities. Cal Fire has a new app too, “Ready 
for Wildfire” with customizable alerts to folks if Cal Fire responds to a wildfire 
of 10 acres or more.

To download the free ready-for-wildfire app and to learn how to create 
defensible space around your home and more, visit 
www.ReadyForWildfire.org.

https://www.cityoflakeport.com/news_detail_T14_R16.php
mailto:kingram@cityoflakeport.com
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
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State lawmakers looking to make it more difficult for any presidential 
candidate to get on the ballot without releasing their tax returns. They’ve 
tried before, but Gov. Jerry Brown didn’t support the measure. They voted 
again, in the Senate, it was 27-10 last week on the measure, for anyone 
who’s on the presidential primary ballot in Calif. to publicly release five 
years’ of income tax returns after President Trump didn’t release his before 
the 2016 election. The primary has also moved from June in Calif. to March. 
If the bill is law before that, the President will not be on the state’s primary 
ballot without filing his tax returns with the California secretary of state.

A new proposal in the State Assembly to ban students from using smart 
phones at school or on school grounds. The Assembly bill has unanimously 
passed asking all school districts, county offices of education, and charter 
schools to have smart phone rules in place to curb or totally ban phone use 
at school. There are certain exceptions though, if there’s an emergency or 
threat, a teacher could give permission, or if a doctor says the child needs 
the phone with them for health reasons. Assemblyman Al Muratsuchi 
authored the bill. He says cell phones can be a distraction, plus there are 
social and emotional consequences to too much use.

Ahead of Paradise High School’s graduation, several hundred students, 
families and community members help spruce up the school after the Camp 
Fire. The volunteers planting trees, cleaning and painting inspirational 
murals at the high school as part of the rebuilding effort after the fire last 
year. Comcast reported several dozen employees were helping over the 
weekend with the beautification effort at the school before the June 6th 
graduation ceremony. It’s the first since the fire roared thru, practically 
leveling the entire town. 85 people died in the fire and almost 14,000 homes 
were destroyed. Paradise High School made it thru but since there were 
some safety hazards, classes were moved to Chico. On a side note, at least 
one family has broken ground for their new house. Seven others reportedly 
have permits to start rebuilding.

A man in Laytonville has been arrested after calls that a man tried running 
down another man. Deputies called Saturday night to the report of assault 
with a deadly weapon and were told to look for Jeremiah Skinner, who they 
saw was accused of trying to run down a 55 year-old man before possibly 
going to Boomers Bar. When they got to the bar, they found Skinner who 
said the 55 year old man wouldn’t let him pick up his 7 year-old son, thinking 
Skinner was under the influence of a controlled substance. The two men got 
into an argument and the 55 year old says Skinner tried running him over 
several times. He’s arrested for assault with a deadly weapon and 
possession of a controlled substance, meth. He was being held on 
$30,000.00 bail.

3 people in Talmage have been arrested after reports of suspicious people 
and cars at a vacant home. Mendocino County Deputies first found Lacee 
Ross when they went to the home. She was on parole for arson and not 
allowed in Mendocino County. Cops also thought she might be high, so they 
arrested her for being under the influence. Then cops came across Lloyd 
Magnuson who they found metal knuckles on, so he was arrested, then 
cops found meth on him. Then while walking thru the property, deputies 
found Ivory Pinola who also had drugs and paraphernalia. She was cited 
and released.

Ross was held on no bail because of her parole and Magnuson was held on 
$15,000.00 bail



An assault at the Mendocino Jail leads to more charges for an inmate. 
Deputies reported to the jail Saturday night finding Shane Miller hit a 
Corrections Deputy several times and became violent after the Deputy’s 
verbal commands, assaulting the Deputy who used their pepper spray on 
Miller who was then taken back to his cell. Miller’s now charged with battery 
of a custodial officer and was held on $15,000.00 bail for the additional 
charge.

Police in Willits with a reminder with good weather, that means school will 
be out soon. It also means there will be tourists, students and residents 
traveling around town more. Police with new training, watching for those 
speeding thru town, trying to reduce accidents. Police reminding the public 
to respect speed limits, traffic signals and signs in the city, being especially 
mindful of stop signs and speed limits in and around schools.

3 people including two juveniles have been arrested on gang related 
charges. Mendocino Deputies got a call from a security officer doing security 
at the Redwood Valley Grange that someone there may have had a gun. 
There was an altercation and deputies responded finding a 15 and 16 year-
old leaving the area. They were found to be drunk, so they were arrested. It 
was found they were on probation and not allowed booze or any gang 
associations of clothing. There were other charges against them too. The 
security guard held a third person, Gerardo Gonzalez with a loaded 
handgun. He had been with the two teens earlier. He’s arrested too for 
being armed with a concealed weapon, being a gang member and criminal 
threats. He was held on $45,000.00 bail.

Some job openings in Willits with the help of a private equity firm. METALfx 
under new management, beefing up production and staff. They’ve had 
some investments in the company as the last owners left the business. But 
the new managers say they’re working on growth and expansion. It’s not the 
first time the company’s changed owners. They’ve been known for 
manufacturing wooden arcade game units and moved some business 
overseas. Now they make parts for Burger King broilers, radiant flooring, 
commercial coffee roasters, medical operating tables, and inner-city trains.

A commission that’s tasked with oversight of the Lampson Field Airport is 
getting a new member. The Lakeport City Council to decide if a current 
member of the inactive airport land use commission should be reappointed. 
There has to be seven members, two from the county, two from the city and 
one member of the public and two aviation experts. The appointment comes 
after the Lake County Civil Grand Jury interim report looking for the airport 
to be in compliance with Calif. laws. That way, grants can be applied for.

Some people in Lake Tahoe protesting planned homes in heavy fire danger 
areas. A redevelopment plan in the Squaw Valley Resort is up against 
opposition. Sierra Nevada residents don’t want the homes to be built over 
the next 25 years. With the homes would be a new two lane highway near 
Truckee too. Builders of the proposed development say there could be 
scenarios where a fire might burn faster than folks could evacuate. The 
development has been approved even though hundreds of residents and 
environmental groups are against it. It went to court too, a judge called the 
evacuation plan insufficient.



A man and woman say they were assaulted by the man’s baby mama in 
Ukiah. The Sheriff’s Office gets a call to the domestic violence incident 
where the man says he was assaulted with pepper spray by the mother of 
his child, Tara Hill. Cops say Hill went to the home early Sunday morning 
and confronted the man about custody issues and they got into a fight. 
Deputies say she went into the house, and a family member of the man’s 
was there too. Hill was arrested though for Felony Domestic Violence 
Battery, Second Degree Burglary and Illegal use of Tear Gas Weapon and 
held on $25,000.00 bail.

Lake County’s Health Dept. working with others for Community Visioning 
Forums. The County of Lake Health Services Department, the Board of 
Supervisors, Hope Rising and other community partners with the forums to 
collaborate on Community Health and Wellness. The forums already started 
in Middletown last month. They’re looking for community members’ input. 
Info gathered to develop a Community Health Improvement Plan. The next 
forum is one week from today, May 14th at Highlands Senior Center in 
Clearlake, then Wednesday of next week at the Habematolel Pomo of 
Upper Lake Community Center.

More information on these efforts can be found at 
http://www.lakecountyca.gov/vision/.

A man from Clearlake sent to state prison for killing another man at an 
illegal marijuana grow. Lake Co News reports 34-year-old Gary Williams got 
16 years behind bars for the 2014 death of Guillermo Figueroa. The 
sentence after a plea deal ahead of his trial starting. The DA’s office 
recused itself at the time when the then D-A’s daughter and husband were 
named possible witnesses in the case. Figueroa, a Hidden Valley Lake 
resident was reported missing in October 2014 by his wife, and a month 
later his skull found. Williams and his girlfriend were arrested in the case. 
She got three years as an accessory.

A key witness in the Oakland Calif. case of a warehouse that burned with 36 
people inside, is dead. The warehouse known as the Ghost Ship where 
entertainment and art displays were crammed into all open spaces, illegally. 
Two men Derick Almena and Max Harris are each charged with 36 counts of 
involuntary manslaughter for the December 2016 inferno. Robert Jacobitz 
was supposed to testify this week but was in a car accident and died. He 
was an unlicensed contractor working at the warehouse inexpensively. He 
also reportedly did electrical work there. The cause of the fire was never 
determined.

A teenager accused in the kidnapping and murder of two teens in Yolo 
County may be tried as an adult. It was 3 years ago, that Jesus Campos, 
was just 16. The prosecution wants him tried as an adult. There was a 
hearing yesterday where the prosecution asked a Woodland Police 
Detective to testify about the disappearance of Enrique Rios and Elijah 
Moore. Campos has been charged as a juvenile since he was underage at 
the time of the incident. The hearing expected to continue thru the week, 
then the judge is expected to decide if Campos’ case will be handled in 
juvenile or adult court.

Old Redwoods to be spared after some conservation groups sue to stop 
Caltrans from reshaping the 101 to allow large trucks thru the Richardson 
Grove area. The judge in San Francisco saying no to the project because of 
Caltrans’ administrative record and regarding the health of old growth 
redwoods along the highway. The judge further ordering Caltrans and the 
conservation groups to file supplemental briefings by May 23rd about an 
environmental impact statement or a different, less extensive assessment. 
Right now, large trucks have to leave the highway and go around the area, 
something businesses argue takes much longer.

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/vision/
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For more information about Sherwood Firewise, visit sherwoodfirewise.org.

A man in McKinleyville accused of attempted murder on his girlfriend’s dad 
is found guilty. Erick Battersby convicted for the attempted murder, with the 
special allegation that it was willful, deliberate, and premeditated and for 
assault with a deadly weapon and first degree burglary. It comes in 
connection to the December 2016 incident at his girlfriend’s dad’s home, 
where he was asleep on the couch. He says he woke up, finding Battersby 
on top of him with a knife on his throat, which he was able to knock aside. 
Others in the home restrained Battersby and tossed him out of the home. 
He will be formally sentenced at the end of June and faces life in prison and 
another six years for the burglary.

A special election held for Measure M, the fire parcel tax for the Lakeport 
Fire Protection District, looks like a success. Lake Co News reporting on the 
preliminary tally of ballots last night at the Lake County Registrar of Voters 
Office showing the ballot measure receiving 1,415 yes votes, about 75 
percent which is more than the supermajority of 66.7 percent needed for 
passage. The news site reports the Interim Deputy Registrar of Voters 
reported nearly 1,900 ballots had been counted, the number of ballots the 
elections office had as of 5 p.m. Monday. There were about 100 more 
yesterday. They’re allowing ballots that were postmarked with yesterday’s 
date on them to still be counted until Friday. 5,982 ballots were mailed last 
month.

The Brooktrails area is preparing for fire season with improvements to 
evacuation routes and looking for other routes out too. The Willits News 
reports some residents are concerned about the way out if indeed there’s a 
major fire. The Brooktrails Fire Chief says residents should focus on 
preparing their homes to be fire safe, then worry about evacuation plans. 
His words at the first ever Sherwood Firewise Expo. Speakers from Firewise 
USA, Mendocino Water Works, Trout Unlimited, Cal Fire, the Office of 
Emergency Services, MendoAlerts and others on hand, armed with info. 
Some tips shared like highly visible address signs and clear driveways, 
signing up for MendoAlerts and Nixle and knowing your neighbors.

Anyone working for the Coyote Valley Tribe in Redwood Valley is now going 
to earn a minimum of $15 per hour. The Tribal Chair with the announcement 
this week that they feel it’s their moral responsibility to make sure 
employees earn a living wage. He goes on to say they’re not waiting until 
the year 2022 when it’s mandated in Calif. for the minimum wage to be 
$15/hr. The raise in the hourly rate comes at a time when the Tribe is 
building their new Coyote Valley Casino to replace the one built in 1994. It 
should be done this spring featuring 3 restaurants, 8 gaming tables, 4 poker 
tables, 349 slots, and a state-of-the-art multi-purpose showroom.

Improvements to downtown Ukiah by way of the Streetscape Project being 
discussed with community members. Tomorrow night at 6, a community 
forum at the Ukiah Conference Center where the public can ask questions 
and give feedback on the proposed changes for Phase One of the Project. 
The safety and beautification work set to start early next year with new trees 
being put in, street furniture, and improvements to parking and sidewalks. 
The project getting as much as $2.3 million in state transportation and 
highway safety funds.



The Ukiah Sanitation District’s considering a new District Manager. At the 
board of directors meeting tonight they’ll consider using the Willow Creek 
County Water District to oversee the plant, performing the duties of a District 
Manager. That’s according to the agenda for the board meeting. Then 
Willow Creek will have the permission to maintain services and operations 
per the terms of the agreement between the UVSD and the City of Ukiah. It 
also means a payout of about $3,250 a month as District Manager with the 
agreement to revisit every six months.

A man from Chico who police say faked his own suicide then left town after 
he was accused of child pornography and molestation has been found in 
Florida. Police say Michael Manning was living in a storage container in 
Monroe County where he was arrested and now awaits extradition. Chico 
police say he pleaded no contest to oral copulation of a person under 14, 
possession of more than 600 images of child/youth pornography and 
solicitation of a minor to engage in preparation of sexual images from back 
in 2008-09. He was arrested in 2015 and then out on $215,000 bail, but 
that’s the last they saw of him after his alleged suicide.

A list of more than 3 dozen priests and 2 deacons accused of abusing 
minors across the state has been made public. The Diocese of Sacramento 
says the list comes after a review of personnel records of almost 1,500 
bishops, priests and permanent deacons done by their staff with an 
independent consulting firm. The list shows over seven decades, from 1950 
to now, 130 minors or young adults, 25 and under were somehow 
assaulted. A Bishop from the Diocese says it’s heartbreaking, calling it a 
sickening and sobering account of the history of sex abuse by clergy there. 
Nine of the 44 priests served in Paradise, Oroville, Chico or Orland. 
Eighteen are dead, three are fugitives from the law and one is in prison. The 
list is here: https://www.scd.org/clergyabuse.

Chico has quickly added on to its population because of the Camp Fire. 
Now the state Department of Finance has officially tallied the numbers, with 
Chico growing 20.7 percent as of Jan. 1st with a population of 112,111. 
That’s about 19,250 more than a year before. The city had just been 
guessing the number it grew until the state released the figures, thinking it 
was between 10,000 to 15,000 Camp Fire survivors. There are others of 
course, who moved to Chico, who were not fire survivors. The state’s also 
reported Oroville’s population swelled after the fire by 20 percent with nearly 
22,000 as of January, more than Chico. The Chico City Manager says the 
Camp Fire has cost the city more than $1 million in staff and operational 
expenses. They’re trying to recoup some from the federal government and 
FEMA.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom looking to put an end to sales tax on tampons and 
diapers. Gov. Newsom also looking to use some marijuana sale money to 
put toward enhancing child care programs. It’s all part of the Governor’s new 
“parents’ agenda” in his latest budget he’s supposed to present this week. In 
prepared remarks, he’s expected to say having children adds up from 
diapers to child care, and then the Calif. cost of living on top of it, makes it 
tough. No diaper or tampon taxes would cut around $55 million in state 
revenue and the child care proposals would add as much as $130 million, 
but about $80 million would cover it from taxes on legalized marijuana.

https://www.scd.org/clergyabuse


Directors of the largest utility in the country have been ordered to visit a burn 
scar, of the deadliest and most destructive fire in Calif. history. A judge 
ordered Pacific Gas and Electric’s board of directors to visit Paradise before 
July, then he wants them to create a new safety committee. The utility’s 
equipment is believed to have started the Camp Fire. 85 people died and 
nearly 14,000 homes were destroyed. The order came after the company 
was put on probation after the San Bruno, CA explosion that killed eight 
people. They are believed to have violated that probation. PG&E says the 
decision is a welcome opportunity to engage with officials in Paradise and 
San Bruno.

ICE agents have arrested a man out on bail for driving drunk into a trailer 
home near Knights Landing, killing three sleeping family members. U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement arrested Ismael Huazo-Jardinez for 
living in the US illegally. He had been arrested by U.S. Border Patrol agents 
in Arizona and voluntarily agreed to go back to his native Mexico. They’re 
not sure when he re-entered the US. But word is he was arrested Tuesday 
again after first being arrested Saturday night in Sutter County, just over the 
Yolo County line near Knights Landing. CHP officers say he was drunk 
driving and speeding and missed an S curve, slamming into a family’s live-in 
trailer, killing the mom and dad and their 10-year-old son north of Knights 
Landing. He was released from Sutter County Jail on $300,000 bail Sunday.

A workshop for Mendocino County’s Non-Profit and Community Based 
Organizations,

Licensed Care Providers, and Non-Medical Care Facilities. They’re focusing 
on inclusive disaster planning with a key note speaker from the Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services. They’re talking community response, medical 
response and public health, getting ready for possible power outages and 
will do a disaster planning exercise. All tomorrow morning starting at 9 am at 
the Ukiah Valley Conference Center. Free lunch and refreshments but you 
have to register. https://mendocinoafn2019.eventbrite.com

The latest housing report out from the California Association of Realtors. 
Northern Calif. still recovering from last year’s fires including the Camp, 
Carr, and Mendocino Complex fires, but now there’s a lack of affordable 
housing in the region. Sales of single-family homes across California were 
off over 6 percent. Besides Chico, other areas directly affected by fires had 
the highest sales increases were Mendocino County with a 24 percent 
increase, Mariposa with 11 percent and Santa Barbara had a 3.5 percent 
increase. In Lake County, sales were off by 24 percent as opposed to most 
of the rest of the state. Sales way up by 40 percent in Butte County, and 20 
percent in Shasta County. The median sold price for a single-family home in 
California increased by 0.2 percent to $565,880 in March.

3 men in Laytonville the victims of a carjacking and more. The three men 
reported 3 other men came to their home and tied them up. Cops getting 
several calls from concerned citizens after they saw a post about it on social 
media. One victim says he was talking to neighbors about a puppy being 
killed as a couple came along, Rigoberto Landa and Katherina Speer as 
three black men with guns approached and tied the victims up. One man 
says as much as 100 pounds of marijuana bud were stolen from him and 
then he was kidnapped, shoved into a car which crashed. As someone 
came to help the victim says the suspects tried carjacking that car. The 
victim got away with the people who were in the second car, and a third 
truck approached which was then carjacked. Sheriff’s deputies arrested the 
original couple who were in the neighborhood, but the three black men are 
still on the run.

https://mendocinoafn2019.eventbrite.com/


05/09/19

A couple from Windsor says someone broke into their storage unit and stole 
as much as $100,000 worth of artwork. It happened in Petaluma, the 
couple, Kristina and Christian Fogliani say they got a message on Facebook 
from a woman in the Bay Area asking how much one of their paintings was 
worth, then said she was in possession of it. The couple ran to their storage 
unit, finding it “ransacked” without a sign of a break in. They say dozens of 
works of art worth as much as $50,000 vanished, but police have not 
verified the value. But the couple says after more investigation into what 
was stolen, it’s probably worth between $75,000 to $100,000.

A 21-year-old Sonoma State Univ. student has turned themselves in for a 
rape last year. University police arrested Patrick O’Regan who they say 
turned himself in at the Sonoma County criminal courts complex. A 
university spokesperson says police got a call about a rape last December 
in a dorm. There wasn’t a state mandated timely warning for other students, 
something the school says are for clear and present danger on campus, 
which this wasn’t. O’Regan charged in November for disorderly conduct and 
public urination and pleaded no contest to the disorderly conduct charge 
with the public urination charge tossed. He got 36 months-probation. So far 
he’s not formally charged with rape.

A new proposal from the attorneys general of 33 states for a banking system 
for the legal marijuana industry. Right now the industry deals in cash, but 
the Calif. Atty. General Javier Becerra says it hurts public safety and the 
economy. Becerra says the proposed system would “reward taxpayers and 
small and local licensed businesses who play by the rules. It would mean 
marijuana businesses could get credit cards, loans, lines of credit at the 
same time protecting financial institutions from prosecution for handling pot-
linked money. The attorneys general penning a letter to congressional 
leaders saying right now it’s a challenge to track possible financial crimes 
and it makes it more difficult for businesses to pay – and for states to collect 
– tax deposits.

The new superintendent of schools has been named by the Lakeport 
Unified School Board. Jill Falconer, the principal for Clear Lake High is the 
choice. She’s worked in the district for a quarter century. The board chose 
her unanimously for a three-year contract. The announcement this week 
garnered a standing ovation from fellow administrators, teachers, staff and 
parents. Her contract is thru the end of the school year in 2022, with a 
starting salary of just under $160,000/year plus benefits.

A deal made for the short term between the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors and the Deputy Sheriff’s Association. Lake Co News reports the 
unions leaders say the new deal will help them recruit more deputies and 
help with retention of who they have, plus it includes better health insurance. 
The union president asked supervisors previously if the county would 
consider picking up 80% of health benefits. The new deal runs from May 
7th to Dec. 31st. Apparently it’s the same for most other unions working with 
the county, deals, just until the end of this year.  The union is however 
looking for a longer term deal down the road.

It’s that time of year again… the farmers markets on Saturdays are starting. 
The one at Steele Wines in Finley opened last week, and the Tuesday 
farmers market at Library Park in Lakeport opened this week. The farmers 
market manager for the two says you can use Calfresh benefits there. Some 
of the items the 20 or so vendors had included flowers, goat cheese, olive 
oil, local honey, plant starts, fruit and veggies, plus baskets and clothing and 
even beard oil. There was also music playing at the Saturday market.



$50,000 has been approved to go to the Potter Valley Project purchase 
proposal from Ukiah. The city council voted to contribute to the potential 
purchase as one of five members, for a total of $250,000. PG&E decided to 
bail on the project before they claimed bankruptcy, but then pulled back 
after court proceedings. The money to relicense the project. The city had 
previously put up $20,000 for a feasibility study into the plan.

California’s planning to ban a pesticide, toxic to children. Chlorpyrifos is 
considered highly toxic to developing infants. Scientists saying it’s actually 
more dangerous than known in the past. The State Environmental Secretary 
says this will be the first time Calif. has banned a pesticide. He goes on to 
say it’s a neurotoxin which should have been banned years ago. It’s been 
sold in the state since 1965. Regulators in many other states also restricting 
its use on several crops we have in Calif. like grapes, almonds and oranges.

A study into the use of state vehicles by California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation managers costing the state and taxpayers 
several thousand dollars. The State Auditor Whistleblower report shows 
more than $80,000 blown by employees using the cars on off hours. So now 
a further audit by the agency so they comb thru mileage logs of all 
managers and supervisors. The state also working to get the cost recouped 
from employees who broke the rules.

Controversial changes proposed to sex education courses in Calif. The 
state’s Department of Education gave the green light to the state’s health 
and sex education curriculum but took out some of the items called “sexually 
explicit”. There have been protests on the material which starts as young as 
elementary school regarding sex trafficking, sexual orientation and how to 
support transgender and nonconforming students in the classroom. 
Informed Parents of Calif, a new group in the state says it’s all too confusing 
for kids, but a Sacramento Planned Parenthood spokesperson says they’ve 
heard positive feedback from parents.

A roll over crash leads Fort Bragg police to respond, finding the driver of the 
car was drunk with 4 times the legal blood alcohol content in his system. 
Cops got a call to a property next to Mendocino College finding Joshua 
Outten and Colin Stillwell. They say Stillwell and a dog in the car, both 
ejected after the rollover. Stillwell had minor injuries. The dog was fine. 
Outten was getting out of the car when police arrived, then was taken to a 
hospital. Police say Outten was driving at a high rate of speed and lost 
control and that he was drunk with a blood alcohol at the time of the crash of 
about 0.361%. He was arrested at the hospital, but since he was so drunk 
he stayed there until he could be released into their custody.

A call to a Mexican restaurant in Fort Bragg after a burglary. Police say they 
got a call last Saturday to La Playa Mexican Restaurant where someone 
had forced their way inside the restaurant and stole several items, including 
a checkbook belonging to the restaurant. Police asking the public to be on 
the lookout for the stolen checks and to be aware if the checks are used 
anywhere. Questions can be forwarded to Officer Awad at (707) 961-2800 
ext. 180 or e-mailed to cawad. Anonymous tips may be left on the Crime Tip 
Hotline at (707) 961-3049.

A third-party report to cops in Fort Bragg about a possible rape. Police say 
they got a call last Thursday from a County Social Services Worker that a 
woman was the victim of a sex assault. The victim reported to the Social 
Worker she was assaulted by an ex-boyfriend about a month before. They 
say they’re still looking into the report and are not releasing any more 
information to preserve the confidentiality of the victim. They say there’s no 
threat to the public related to the case.
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Naval Facilities Engineering Command Northwest

Attention: NWTT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager

3730 N. Charles Porter Ave.

Building 385, Admin, Room 216

Oak Harbor, WA 98278-3500

A report of a rape last week in Fort Bragg brings police to the Emergency 
Room at Mendocino Coast District Hospital. Police got a call last Friday 
night after a woman told hospital employees, she had been sexually 
assaulted the night before. Police say the victim was on Noyo Beach May 
2nd when a couple who the victim knew came to the area. At some point the 
man raped the woman. They’re not releasing any more information in an 
effort to preserve the confidentiality of the victim. They’re asking anyone 
who may have been in the area last Thursday night around 9 to call police.

A resolution’s been removed by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors for a new Climate Action Advisory Committee. But it’s only so 
supervisors can improve language and redefine what the direction of the 
committee would be. The item to come back during budget hearings in 
June. Apparently members of the public at a meeting of supervisors, 
concerned about the bylaws, and funding, and wondering who was going to 
administer the committee. There is supposed to be members of the 
community to find solutions and policy changes for climate change that the 
county would then put into play. There’s supposed to be 15 members 
responsible for recommendations to the Supervisors for policy ideas and 
implementation of a Mendocino County Sustainability and Climate Action 
Program

A lively meeting with representatives from the United States Navy regarding 
military testing and training set for the fall of next year. Navy officials at 
Dana Gray Elementary School last Friday with a packed room, mostly folks 
not happy about the plan off the north coast. The meeting set up where 
officials were one on one with attendees, which the Advocate reports, was 
not a popular format. But some broke off into a large group, peppering 
officials with questions across the room. The meeting about how ocean 
animals might be affected by the training and testing. Some asked about 
whales washing up dead in the U-K, but it’s not known why the animals 
died. And the vice-chair of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
brought a letter from the board, in opposition of the testing.

Send comments through June 12th to nwtteis.com or by mail to:

The City of Ukiah will stop chalking the tires of cars parked in certain areas. 
It comes after the city of Saginaw, Michigan in court about chalking tires, 
had the practice ruled unconstitutional. In Ukiah there’s only one parking 
enforcement officer chalking tires downtown and handing out tickets. The 
city reportedly spends $60,000 a year on the fines and penalties and work 
associated with chalking and ticketing downtown. Chalking is supposed to 
stop next year after the city council decided to use parking meters 
downtown instead. The Daily Journal reports the city’s aware of the Saginaw 
case, and are investigating if that could be a thing in Calif. eventually too.

A patch of Riverside Park has burned due to a campfire. Several burned 
logs and trees near the Russian River reported by park goers April 23rd. 
Staffers with the City of Ukiah went to the park to investigate the area which 
they reported was about 200-square-feet in size. The Fire Authority says 
they think the fire began from someone cooking or warming themselves and 
it probably spread in the middle of the night.



The new county budget a topic of discussion with the Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors this week. The latest quarterly budget report 
discussion ahead of budget hearings June 4th and 5th. The Daily Journal 
reports the presentation showed some departments over budget, including 
the County Counsel, Economic Development Dept., Court Collections, 
Human Resources, Public Defenders, Alternate Defender, Sheriff-Coroner, 
County Jail, and Animal Care. But staff at the meeting saying there’s money 
to cover the overages. The County CEO says even though some 
departments are projected to go over budget, staff will help those 
departments figure out how to lower costs.

A woman from Ukiah lost on Cow Mountain after a hike, spends the night 
there. The Sheriff’s Office reports the 56-year-old is a “well-known and avid 
hiker” who went out on Sunday afternoon near the gun range on Cow 
Mountain and got lost in the dark. Deputies went out looking for her. She 
says she could hear them, but couldn’t signal them or get thru some thick 
foliage to get to them. So she spent the night out there and Monday morning 
Search and Rescue teams went out, but she had already made it out at first 
light. The Sheriff’s office reminding to always have emergency supplies with 
you. The same morning, they helped a couple who got stuck in the snow, 
driving thru the Mendocino National Forest, reminding folks to check the 
forecast before heading out.

PG&E reports on their new approach to fire season with a Wildland Fire 
Mitigation Plan. A representative from the utility company with a 
presentation for the Lakeport City Council Tuesday saying there are multiple 
projects they’re working on including monitoring wildfire risk at an operations 
center in real-time. He says they’re installing as many as 1,300 weather 
stations before 2022, Lake County has four of them. The company also 
helping to install about 600 high-definition cameras. Lake County got one of 
the cameras.

The Lakeport City Council says yes to a nearly $200,000 makeover of City 
Hall. They’re working to put in American Disability Act-compliant access for 
the administration and finance payment counter, remodeling some offices in 
the planning department and making room for more storage in the council 
chambers. Bridges Construction came in at more than the allotted amount 
but amended their bid after talking with the city engineer. They were the 
lowest and only bidder.

The Gov. releases his latest budget proposal with another surplus in the 
budget. The last budget in January carved out more money for schools, 
childcare, affordable housing, health care, wildfire prevention and paid some 
pension debt. The budget bill is passed in June each year. He is proposing 
no more sales tax on diapers and feminine products, increasing a state tax 
credit for low-income families with young children, adding more childcare 
money and two weeks of paid family leave for any parent of a newborn to 
the six already in place. No word how the state will cover that.

The Mayor Clearlake Nick Bennett retiring as he moves out of state due to 
health reasons. Lake Co News reports Bennett made the announcement 
last night at the end of the city council meeting. They were working on 
commercial cannabis rules and equipment needs for the Public Works 
Department, then he announced it would be his last meeting as he was 
leaving Lake County this Sunday. He’s served on the council since 2016. A 
special meeting called for Monday to talk about how to fill the seat.
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A man from Southern California exposed to asbestos in Ukiah has won $3 
million dollars in court. 80-year-old Ervan Groves sued D.W. Nicholson 
Corp., who did work at Masonite Corp. where he worked from 1964-1999. 
He has terminal cancer he says was caused by asbestos exposure after 
D.W. Nicholson installed mechanical, electrical and piping equipment at 
Masonite. His lawyer says D.W. Nicholson never told Masonite employees 
they might have been exposed to asbestos, then didn’t clean up the 
asbestos they left behind.

The U.S. government once again trying to get oil and gas drilling leases 
approved on wide swaths of federal land off-limits since environmentalists 
sued in 2013. The Press Democrat reports the Bureau of Land Management 
finishing the plan for oil and gas leases on as much as 800,000 acres of the 
Central Valley and Central Coast. They also recently finished a draft plan for 
drilling on more than 1 million acres around Bakersfield. Environmentalists 
sued the Obama administration looking for new drilling and now criticizing 
the latest efforts. The BLM says their plan would be for as many as 75 new 
wells drilled over the next 20 years with a small amount of that as fracking.

The latest state budget shows the legal marijuana market is not paying the 
state what was anticipated. The Newsom administration reportedly revising 
what it expects to collect from cannabis tax revenue through June 2020. The 
state expecting $223 million less than projections last quarter. The Press 
Democrat reports that means there was slower-than-expected marijuana 
sales due to a still thriving black market and state regulators playing catch 
up with demand for licensing. But the Gov. says he thinks it’s going to take 
five to seven years for the legal market to reach its potential.

The Gov. is not supporting a fund for people in the path of deadly wildfires in 
case they need to do retrofits, instead he wants Californians to "harden" 
their homes. This comment after releasing his latest budget. Gov. Newsom 
not specifically vetoing the idea by Assemblyman Jim Wood for a $1 billion 
fund, but also not getting behind the idea. After releasing his budget 
revisions yesterday, Newsom saying he supports fire-resistant roofs and 
other ideas for homes to be protected in the case of a massive fire. He also 
mentioned a newspaper report showing homes built with stricter codes 
survived last year’s deadly Camp Fire. The bill Wood authored is in the so-
called suspense file, meaning legislators have to look into its costs. Wood 
says he’s still going to push for the idea.

A great turnout reported for the 4/20 drug turn back event in Mendocino 
County. The drug takeback and 3X3 Basketball Tournament attracting about 
150 residents. The county reports 16 pounds of meds turned into 
Mendocino County Public Health during the event. The Health Dept. reports 
there’s been an increase in Fentanyl found on the streets and they’re taking 
measures before it becomes a full blown crisis. They say decreasing the 
amount of pills that are prescribed for pain, more treatments made available 
for those with addiction, providing naloxone to reverse overdoses and 
educating the community are strategies being exercised locally.

The last of the Special Election ballots in Lake County for Measure M are 
still being counted. The Registrar of Voters office says there are still 69 
ballots that came in after election day but were postmarked on or before 
May 7th. The vote to give more money to the Lakeport Fire Protection 
District. There are 48 ballots needing further review and 1 Provisional Ballot. 
438 ballots in all were turned in. The official canvass is still happening, the 
Registrar has 30 days from the Special Election date to certify the election 
results. The preliminary tally had Measure M winning with more than the 
required 66.7% supermajority.



A town hall for Ukiah residents to talk with city staff and consultants about 
the downtown Streetscape Project. The forum last week at the Ukiah Valley 
Conference Center about the work happening on State Street. The Public 
Works Director explaining the road used to be part of Highway 101 and 
therefore not designed to be a downtown corridor. The city’s going to pay for 
the project with state and federal grants to reduce the amount of lanes 
downtown, also known as the road diet, also adding a left turn lane between 
the two sides of the street. They warned of traffic on parallel streets to State 
during construction, but the consultant says it’s a temporary issue that will 
work better in the end. The work is supposed to start next January.

After a car hits a pole in downtown Ukiah, more than 1,000 residents lose 
power. The accident Saturday morning in the 1000 block of North State 
Street near the Goodwill store. 1,120 people lost power, but crews had it 
back online in about a ½ hour for most. A handful had to wait until later that 
morning to have their power turned back on. The car also hit a fire hydrant, 
so Public Works crews had to turn the water off and repair the hydrant. 
Someone reported to police they saw the driver run from the scene. The 
passenger in the car, was arrested for being drunk in public.

Fires, heavy rain, and now a more severe and early mosquito season. 
Vector Control says it’s due to the atmospheric rivers in the North Bay this 
year, leaving stagnant water behind. The Marin/Sonoma Mosquito & Vector 
Control District reporting a 119% increase in calls for service compared to 
last year. They say the last time this happened was 3 years ago. In Lake 
County, mosquito spraying started back in February. A reminder to remove 
standing water around a property.

Senator Mike McGuire working on refining the emergency alert system after 
years of wildfire devastation. Under McGuire’s proposal telephone 
companies would have to alert state emergency officials if they were having 
an outage affecting 911 or emergency alerts. Right now phone companies 
don’t have to report anything in real time about service outages. But Senate 
Bill 670 would change that, requiring the companies to immediately alert 
California Office of Emergency Services about outages. So far the bill has 
unanimous support in two legislative committees. It has to pass the Senate 
Appropriations Committee though before a full vote on the Senate floor.

A sculpture garden on Cobb Mountain finally complete after the Valley Fire 
burned in the area. The Record Bee reports longtime Lake County resident 
Michael Newman putting the finishing touches on his front yard’s garden. 
His was one of six homes that survived the massive fire. 45 homes burned 
in the neighborhood. Newman’s been collecting art and putting it in his 
garden for several years, some of it melted in the fire. He says his devotion 
and memories of his spiritual teacher saved his garden.

A doctor from Lakeport has been ordered to register for life as a sex 
offender. 57 year old Nephrologist Mohamad Moutaz Almawaldi entered no 
contest to a misdemeanor charge of sexual battery after a plea deal. The 
sentence suspended for three years, but he has to register as a sex 
offender and stay away from the victim. The victim worked for him in his 
office and reported he had forcefully kissed her and pulled down her shirt. 
Almawaldi arrested in February for the 2017 complaint. He was indicted last 
year. He also had to pay more than $700 in penalties and fines and served 
one day in jail.



A new dispatcher and officer have been sworn into the Clearlake Police 
Department. Lake Co News reports there was a swearing in last Thursday 
during the City Council meeting. The Police Chief Andrew White swore in 
new cop, Melinda Wymer, and new dispatcher, Kristiana Outen. Wymer 
went to a citizen’s academy in the department then worked various jobs at 
the dept. before becoming an officer. And Outen worked in the local CHP 
Explorer program. The Chief says they now have five female officers out of 
24 sworn personnel.

Lake County Supervisors considering a tribal trust application. The meeting 
tomorrow morning will also include a discussion on streamlining cannabis 
rules. The untimed item for a possible response to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs’ looking for comment on the Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake’s 
recent land acquisition application. The tribe wants to move a half acre of 
property in Upper Lake into trust. County staff is recommending approval. 
Then the board sitting as the Lake County Air Quality Management District 
to consider a more streamlined process for cannabis cultivation temporary 
and provisional permits and for tax collection. There will also be a closed 
session on appointing a new Registar of Voters.

The Red Cross gets a helping hand in Clearlake Oaks with a signature 
campaign, the Home Fire campaign. AmeriCorps National Civilian 
Community Corps Team Blue 2 helping spread the word, making sure 
community members can protect themselves in the event of a fire. About a 
dozen young adults from across the country helping to install free smoke 
alarms and show residents how to use them and discuss fire prevention and 
safety. They went to more than 30 homes. The campaign, Sound the Alarm, 
has installed more than 1,600,000 smoke alarms in all.  To learn more about 
Sound the Alarm, visit www.redcross.org/sound-the-alarm.

A dispatcher receives an honor for the way she handled the October 2017 
wildfires in Sonoma County. KT McNulty works in the 24-hour dispatch 
center in the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office. The International Academies 
of Emergency Dispatch has named McNulty Dispatcher of the Year. She 
says those nights in October are a blur now, but does remember telling 
several people to get into a pool, then duck down as the fire came through. 
But her boss isn’t as humble saying there weren’t fire dispatch protocols in 
place because it was such a unique situation at the time. She was the 
supervisor in the dispatch center and is now the operations manager

After the October 2017 firestorm an area of Sonoma County totally 
destroyed, now rebuilding. Pepperwood Preserve, a 3,200-acre tract in the 
Mayacamas Mountains poised to start building. The former development 
northeast of Santa Rosa now has drafted plans and county permits. The 
president of the nonprofit who maintains the property says they’re shovel 
ready. The Press Democrat reports they’re under-insured. The Tubbs Fire 
destroyed 95% of the preserve and structures on the property from the 50s, 
so they say they’ll do sustainable design instead.

Emergency plans to reduce Highway 1 to one lane at Gleason Beach due to 
a crumbling cliffside. One-way traffic control started today so Caltrans can 
shore up the area. They’ll put up barriers and have temporary stop lights for 
traffic control on the 1,200-foot section of Highway 1 between Bodega Bay 
and Jenner. They say there will be five to 10 minute delays going thru the 
area for several months. The area has been eroding for about twenty years 
with a dozen homes falling off the edge of the highway or being removed. 
This winter’s rains highlighted how the area needs more work with more 
chunks of earth falling off. Caltrans coming up with a permanent solution but 
it’s been held up with red tape.

http://www.redcross.org/sound-the-alarm
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A lockdown in Woodland after a threat of a shooting. More than 1400 
students had to stay inside last Friday after the threat, which turned out to 
be bogus. But parents came to the school anyway after hearing rumors of a 
gunman. Notifications went out to parents, but it was first being posted 
about on social media sites. Woodland police said they had search teams in 
the area at the time students were locked down in classrooms. They say it’s 
normal protocol in a situation like that. After a couple hours school buses 
took groups of students to a park to be reunited with families.

Shaded breaks coming to the Brooktrails area in Willits. At a meeting of the 
city council last week a CAL FIRE Battalion Chief updated the public. The 
city applied for a Greenhouse Gas grant for the breaks last spring at the 
same time the Gov. declared a state of emergency, directing the state’s 
“most wildfire-vulnerable communities” to come up with projects the state 
could pay for to reduce fire fuels. Out of the 200 communities noted as 
vulnerable, only 35 fuel-reduction projects on about 90,000 acres, were 
approved. But Willits and Ukiah were included in the group. The list of 
projects came from fire plans listed as priority fuel reduction projects to be 
implemented immediately to protect communities vulnerable to wildfire.

A man from Fort Bragg has died after he fell off a horse Mother’s Day 
weekend. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports 54-year-old 
Servando Gomez at a Mother’s Day event with family and friends Saturday 
night. A horse reportedly brought to the party for the group to get a picture 
with and as Gomez was on the animal it spooked and reared up. The man 
fell off and deputies say may have been hit in his stomach with the saddle 
horn. He was complaining of stomach pain, so medics were called. He died 
at a hospital later.

The work at the Ukiah Wastewater Treatment Plant to fix the water storage 
basins has begun. The backwash basins damaged in this winter’s heavy 
rains. The city’s director of water resources Sean White says the basins are 
being improved after they cracked like egg shells. He says their walls will 
now be thicker and more steel will be used in their construction, along with 
other minor improvements. The city had to move fast on the repairs, 
declaring them an “Urgency Item” so there was a faster bidding process, 
with the city directly approaching contractors.

The man accused of setting the 2016 Clayton Fire has his trial postponed. 
Damin Pashilk of Clearlake is accused of setting that fire and several others. 
The Record Bee reports during a recent hearing for Pashilk, there was a 
request for a two to three week delay on a possible settlement. Pashilk is in 
custody in Lake County with the matter continued until today. He’s pleaded 
not guilty. There was enough evidence in a preliminary hearing earlier this 
year to charge him with the fire and several other felonies and special 
circumstances. The Clayton Fire burned nearly 4,000 acres and burned 300 
structures, including 180 homes.

A woman from Northern California has been tossed in jail, accused of 
abusing her four adopted children. Police say Patricia Taylor adopted four 
girls who are between 11 and 16 years old now. The El Dorado County 
Sheriff’s office says the woman was arrested last week after a 14-year-old 
ran away from their home in Placerville, claiming years of abuse by the 63-
year-old. Taylor was charged with torture, child abuse, false imprisonment, 
willful cruelty to a child and lewd and lascivious conduct of a child and held 
on almost $1.5 million bail.



The sheriff’s alerted the public around 5 p.m. last night, the dog was fine.

For more info:

The Clearlake City Council has decided to accept applicants who want to be 
the mayor. Mayor Nick Bennett resigned last week for health reasons, 
saying he was leaving the state.  So the council had to fill the seat and a 
special meeting to determine how was held last night. The new City 
Manager Alan Flora said they could either have a special election, but that 
couldn’t happen before the March 2020 primary due to state law, or they 
could appoint someone before July 8th. The council then voted unanimously 
to appoint a new mayor. So the council will accept applications then have a 
special meeting in July to choose someone. Also at the meeting, the council 
decided on leadership roles without a mayor. The Vice Mayor Russ Cremer 
will continue until the new mayor is chosen. Anyone interested in being the 
new mayor can get their application thru the city clerk.

A police dog has been found safe after vanishing over the weekend. The 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office reported Sunday night one of its law 
enforcement K9s disappeared in Kelyseyville around 8-30. 8-year-old 
Dozer, a yellow lab was found the next day safe.

A traffic stop leads to the arrest of one person and a ticket for another. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports stopping the car in Calpella 
because of an expired registration. The car pulled into a business parking lot 
and the deputy found the driver, Christopher Ray of Lakeport had a 
suspended license. The passenger in the car, Suelamatra Castillo of Nice 
apparently gave a fake name to the deputy who found drugs and 
paraphernalia in the car. Castillo also had a warrant out for his arrest for 
being a felon in possession of a firearm in Lake County. Ray got a ticket to 
appear for having drugs and a suspended license and Castillo was taken in 
for the warrant and giving a fake name.

A man in Covelo’s been arrested after a domestic violence call. A woman 
saying she and her boyfriend got into a fight last Thursday night. Cops say 
the woman was living with Robert Hanover. She says herself, Hanover and 
his 13 year-old son were at their home and Hanover was drunk and grabbed 
her by the throat and starting choking her until she could barely breathe. 
She says he then threw her to the ground and kept choking her until she 
passed out. When she woke up, she says she ran away. When cops got 
there they say they noticed the woman had injuries consistent with her story. 
Hanover found nearby in his car and was arrested for felony domestic 
battery and child endangerment and was held on $25,000.00 bail.

A man in Fort Bragg has been arrested for being wanted on three warrants. 
Brandon Stone wanted for failing to appear on a felony matter, felony 
battery resulting in serious bodily injury, and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Cops also found more drugs and paraphernalia so he’s 
charged with the same all over again. He was booked into County Jail on 
$80,000.00 bail.

Lake County Behavioral Health announcing grants available thru the 
Housing Dept. It’s for emergency housing in Lake County. The money from 
the federal government, nearly $125,000 for Rapid Rehousing Programs, 
and the same amount for Emergency Shelter or Rapid Rehousing 
Programs. More money may be available thru the state this summer. Those 
applying should be part of a nonprofit or government agency serving those 
who are homeless or at-risk of becoming homeless in Lake County.

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/active-funding/esg.shtml#application

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/active-funding/esg.shtml#application
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A man in Ukiah busted on a domestic violence call. Police get a call from a 
woman who they find standing in front of her home. She says Dylan 
Washburn assaulted her. The two live together and have a kid together, but 
he wasn’t there when police arrived. Deputies say the two had a heated 
argument, and the man grabbed the woman by her neck. They say she had 
injuries on her arms and legs consistent with her story. So Washburn was 
arrested for felony domestic violence battery and held on $25,000.00 bail.

A man’s arrested in Fort Bragg after a fight was reported at a trailer park. 
Police get a call Sunday morning finding Andrew Hurtado walking on the 
westbound side of Highway 20, bleeding from a wound on his face. A 
deputy saw and started talking to him, finding he’d been involved in the fight 
at the trailer park. Plus he was on formal probation. When the deputy tried 
searching the guy, he says he resisted and obstructed the Deputy’s 
attempts. So he was handcuffed, searched and found to have a bunch of 
prescription pills. He’s charged now with possession of controlled substance 
for sale, violation of formal probation, and resist /obstruct a peace officer. 
Later they found he may have also vandalized a trailer at the park, so he’s 
further charged with felony vandalism and held on no bail.

Wilbur Hot Springs is for sale. For a cool ten mil, you can own the 1,700-
acre off-the-grid health retreat. Clothing is optional in the springs located 
near Williams in Colusa County. The 80 year old owner of the property, 
Richard Miller has had the property for nearly a half century. He says he’s 
hoping a health fanatic buys it. The sale includes the European-style inn, 
several cabins and a main building that has a couple of large dining rooms. 
There’s also a library, kitchen and wraparound porch, plus several 
outbuildings including massage rooms, yoga studios, saunas, camping 
sites, hot baths and cool springs. There are also many hiking trails.

A new Registrar of Voters has been named in Lake County. The Board of 
Supervisors has appointed Catherine McMullen as the Registrar, effective 
June 24th. The Board Chair Tina Scott made the announcement, 
introducing McMullen to county residents. Scott says there were four very 
strong candidates. McMullen was last at the Multnomah County Elections 
office in Portland, OR, creating and managing an award-winning Voter 
Education and Outreach Program. She hails from Kelseyville though and 
graduated from Lower Lake High.

Sonoma and Mendocino Counties closer to a management agreement for 
the Potter Valley Project. Local water agencies working to make it a reality, 
so the diversions from the Eel River to Lake Pillsbury can continue to help 
fill Lake Mendocino. Congressman Jared Huffman announcing the Sonoma 
County Water Agency, Mendocino Inland Water and Power Commission, 
and California Trout, Inc., are all working together on the Potter Valley 
Project planning agreement and a so-called two basin solution. PG&E was 
going to sell the project, but then claimed bankruptcy and pulled back. The 
next step is a filing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to 
operate the project.

The Ukiah City Council has to decide if it’s okay to demolish two buildings, 
one the old Anton Stadium office and the other, a home in the western hills. 
This on the agenda of the council this week after it was pulled last month. 
The contract of nearly $37,000 to demolish the two dilapidated buildings. 
The stadium office was temporary and is no longer in use. It’s also 
apparently leaking; the ceiling is collapsing, and asbestos was found inside. 
And the old home in the hills is on the verge of collapsing with asbestos 
found there too. The meeting tonight at 6 in council chambers.



Pesticide an issue on the docket for the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors; where it’s being used, how much, and what’s the chemical 
makeup of said pesticides. The board agreed to have county staff begin 
working with the Agriculture Department to get pesticide application details 
from those who use the chemicals in the county. They want to know what 
the chemical ingredients are, the amount to be used, and where, then 
publish all of the info on the county’s website for more transparency around 
the issue. They’re also looking to make it easier for potential pesticide users 
to see what is allowed.

The Gov. looking at subsidizing more for people in need of health care. 
Governor Newsom looking into ways to offer subsidies of around $100 a 
month for those earning 600% of the federal poverty level towards their 
insurance. So a family that makes $150,000 a year could qualify. Right now 
the federal government offers help to those at 400% of the federal poverty 
line. It’s in the governor’s latest budget, currently being negotiated in the 
legislature. He spoke about it yesterday at a round table with small business 
owners. The idea to be paid for by taxing the uninsured, like Obamacare’s 
individual mandate which was recently eliminated.

The vice mayor of Clearlake is now the new mayor. After the sudden 
retirement of Mayor Nick Bennet last week, the city council has named his 
Vice Mayor Russ Cremer as the new mayor of Clearlake and Dirk Slooten is 
the vice mayor. The appointments at a special council meeting Monday. 
They voted unanimously on the spots until applications come in to fill the 
mayor position permanently. Cremer says all of the residents of Clearlake 
registered to vote are encouraged to apply. They’re accepting applications 
until June 4th with interviews two days later. Whoever is appointed will have 
to run for election after Bennet’s term would end.

A new policy agreed to for collecting taxes for growing marijuana in Lake 
County. The Board of Supervisors approved the resolution, deferring 
collecting any Measure C taxes until a business starts growing, instead of 
the day they get their permit. Some saw that rule as unfair. The previous 
cannabis cultivation tax code was adopted in 2016 after Measure C passed 
which says taxes would accrue after a business is authorized for legal 
cannabis cultivation, then it was changed to when a business got their 
permit.  But a land use lawyer wrote to the Record Bee that that might be 
illegal.

Some people who’ve been living in a FEMA trailer camp since the October 
2017 fires are about to be homeless… again. The neighborhood of trailers 
with fire survivors is gradually being closed but local officials got an 
extension for some still there until early summer. It’s held at the Sonoma 
County Fairgrounds’ RV park. It was once home to 120 FEMA trailers. 
Friday was the last day, but seven renters get to stay until July 10th. 15 
already left Friday though. 230 families once stayed in temporary FEMA 
housing. 5,300 homes were lost in Sonoma County in the 2017 firestorm.

Yes to the Habematolel Pomo tribe’s application for a piece of their land to 
go into federal trust. The Lake County Board of Supervisors allowing the 
tribe to put the ½ acre parcel into trust, so the federal government holds it 
for the tribe. The County Administrative Officer says the county will only lose 
a small amount of property tax on the move. The tribe applied to the Bureau 
of Land Management for the trust for the property on E. State Highway 20 in 
Upper Lake. The tribe had a mobile home there they removed. They’ve put 
up a new one and say they’re developing it to be used for elder care and 
early start for children programs.



A man caught with several handguns in Eureka several years ago going to 
prison. The suspect, a 19 year old at the time allegedly went into a business 
thru a rooftop sky light, disarmed the alarm and made off with 55 handguns. 
Eureka police named Jesse James Marquez as the suspect but he moved 
to Oregon right after the burglary. Cops working with the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) kept working the case and a federal arrest 
warrant was issued for the guy last year. He was arrested last summer 
outside Eureka and charged with theft of firearms from a dealer and sale of 
stolen firearms. He pleaded guilty Monday and got 33 months behind bars 
with another 3 years of supervised probation afterwards.

A man in Pennsylvania wanted for yelling at another man and chasing him 
with a baseball bat. The victim says the Brackenridge man also mooned 
him, calling him a racial slur. The victim recorded the whole thing then ran 
away. Eric Clark told to stay away from the victim, but then contacted him 
thru Facebook Messenger so he had a warrant out for his arrest for 
terroristic threats, ethnic intimidation, simple assault, harassment and open 
lewdness, plus harassment and disorderly conduct.

Two men in Willits arrested after a woman ends up in the hospital following 
an assault. Mendocino Deputies got a call about a woman who says she 
was assaulted by Silas Young and Aaron McIvor last Tuesday night in the 
Brooktrails area. The woman dating Young and was friends with the other 
guy. She says they were drinking together at the home, then Young got 
upset with her, pushing and choking her. She started to scream for help, but 
Young covered her mouth. She was taken to another house where police 
got a call about a woman screaming for help. But deputies were at an armed 
robbery and couldn’t respond so Willits police came out, but left when she 
said she was fine. Then deputies got a call to the hospital after the woman 
says the two men both attacked her after Willits police left. Young and 
McIvor were found and arrested on multiple charges including domestic 
battery and assault. McIvor held on $70,000 bail and Young on $25,000.00.

The Gov. is pardoning two former Cambodian refugees who were facing 
deportation for crimes when they were young adults. Kang Hen, of San 
Jose, had pleaded guilty to being a getaway driver in an attempted armed 
robbery in 1994. He’s been in the country since he was 9, but surrendered 
April 1st after finding out he was wanted for deportation. And a pardon for 
Hay Hov, of Oakland. He was found guilty of solicitation to commit murder 
and participating in a street gang in 2001. He’s a naturalized citizen who 
was arrested by immigration officials in March. The two both brought to the 
US legally as kids and now petitioned Gov. Newsom for pardons saying 
they’ve moved on and are holding jobs and have families. The criminal 
convictions no longer something a judge can use against them to deport 
them. They can still be deported though. These are the first pardons for the 
new Gov.
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It’s official, the cause of the Camp Fire, PG&E equipment. Cal Fire out with 
its findings yesterday, that Pacific Gas & Electric lines in Pulga, and another 
near Concow and Rim roads started the deadliest fire in Calif. history. At 
least 85 people were killed in the fire that started last November. More than 
153,000 acres burned and nearly 18,000 structures, making it the most 
destructive too. Cal Fire reporting “after a very meticulous and thorough 
investigation” it determined the Camp Fire was caused by electrical 
transmission lines owned and operated by Pacific Gas and Electricity 
located in the Pulga area. They added the fire started in early morning hours 
when high winds were blowing in red flag conditions causing “extreme rates 
of spread, rapidly burning into Pulga to the east and west into Concow, 
Paradise, Magalia and the outskirts of east Chico.” The investigative report 
has been forwarded to the Calif. Atty General and Butte County District 
Attorney.

A bear burned in the Camp Fire is returned to the woods. The bear cub was 
found in March with burns and starving. The Calif. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 
suspects the cub’s mother probably died in the fire. The agency and the 
Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care Center helped heal the baby bear which was only 
around 15 pounds when it was found. The bear released in a grassy area 
near water, trees, berries and other food sources, and away from potential 
human contact. The orphaned bear named “Paradise” now up to 45 pounds.

Cal Fire reports this week’s rains not a great thing for fire season. That’s 
because it helps fuels grow, so there’s dead brush growing and new brush 
under it, also growing. Fire preparedness exercises happening in Humboldt 
this week with the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. 
Local inmate crews from Chamberlain Creek and Parlin Fork learning fire 
management and personal safety skills and also how they should conduct 
themselves in a Cal Fire Base Camp.

Vegetation management and controlled burns a hot topic across the state. 
In Mendocino County, the Board of Supervisors discussing the best ways to 
manage vegetation removal with the Air Quality Control District, controlled 
burns while monitoring air quality and reducing the impact of smoke on 
public health. It comes after the district announced a new permitting process 
for burns. They did take back one requirement though for a year-round air 
quality burn permit. The board and district also discussed a possible new 
coastal permitted burn zone in the county because of different wind 
patterns. They’ll take up the matter again at next week’s board meeting.

Since the Mayor of Clearlake resigned last week and the Vice Mayor moved 
up to Mayor and there’s a new Vice Mayor, a new council member is 
needed. Lake Co News reports now the Clearlake City Council is looking for 
applicants to fill the vacant seat, which expires in November 2020. The 
council is in charge of the city’s budget and figures out the level of public 
services and the future of the community including its growth, financing and 
strategic planning. Those seeking the position have to be Clearlake 
residents. They get a $300 stipend monthly.  Applications can be found on 
the City’s Web site at www.clearlake.ca.us or by contacting City Clerk 
Melissa Swanson at 707-994-8201, Extension 106.

A midair crash between a couple of crop dusters kills the pilots. The two 
crashed in the air near Pleasant Grove. The Sutter County Sheriff’s Office 
confirms Burton Haughey of Wheatland, and Brian Van Dyke of Rio Oso 
were killed in the crop duster planes. The FAA put out a statement saying 
they were informed of the crash over Striplin and they’re investigating along 
with the National Transportation Safety Board. The Sheriff’s office reports 
the planes about 150 yards away from each other at the time of the crash.

http://www.clearlake.ca.us/
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So those sexually abused by priests don’t sue, some Roman Catholic 
dioceses in Calif. are compensating victims. The Sacramento Bishop put out 
a statement saying it’s part of their effort to own and atone for the church’s 
failure to protect kids and young people abused by Catholic priests. So six 
dioceses in California are creating the program including in Los Angeles, 
Fresno, Sacramento and San Diego. The program to start before the end of 
the summer. Anyone accepting the compensation has to promise not to sue. 
Calif. dioceses have already paid almost $1.5 billion in settlements to 
thousands of abuse victims over the last twenty years.

A man working for years at one of the biggest wine companies in the 
country has been killed in an ATV accident. Luis Gonzalez Valencia of 
Santa Rosa died after his vehicle rolled over in a vineyard in Bennett Valley. 
The 62 year old had worked for Jackson Family Wines 25 years. His 
daughter noticed he hadn’t come home when he was supposed to from 
work and found him under the overturned all-terrain vehicle. The Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s Dept. reports he was wearing a helmet as he inspected 
irrigation lines. This is the first time Jackson had a fatal accident at one its 
vineyards.

A fire starts in the Palace Hotel, which fire officials say was human started. 
The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority out at the fire this morning with flames 
visible thru the windows of the old hotel around 6-15 AM. Firefighters broke 
thru a steel door to enter the building and quickly stomped it out. They say it 
was a debris fire. They’re not sure for warming or malicious mischief, saying 
whoever started it probably got in thru a door on Smith St. They also say the 
owner needs to secure the building better. Fire officials say it was very wet 
inside the building due to the rain, and that the rain was coming down inside 
and the building is collapsing.

A proposed tax on state water bills has been rejected by the state senate 
that would have improved drinking water. More than 450 public water 
systems found in noncompliance in 2017 with safety standards. The 
Governor proposed a .95¢ tax on most residential water bills, but the Senate 
said no and has decided to use current tax dollars to improve drinking water 
in the state’s poorest areas. The Senate deciding to set aside $150 million 
of existing taxpayer money for those improvements. But the state Assembly 
still has not voted on the Governor’s tax proposal. A spokesperson for the 
Gov. says he supports a permanent and sustained funding source.

An elections committee created in Fort Bragg is no longer and the City 
Council decides to send an official letter to the US Navy about the sonar 
testing off the coast. The City Council unanimously approved sending a 
letter against the sonar and explosives training and testing in the ocean 
after a recent meeting with US Navy representatives. It comes after a group 
showed up for a meeting May 3rd that turned into one on one questioning. 
One council member requested more of a town hall setting, but apparently 
the Navy opted not to send a representative. The letter will be on the 
agenda at the next council meeting. And the Electoral System Review 
Committee Chair asked the council if they could disband saying members 
were “negative, unconstructive and sometimes belligerent.

Fort Bragg schools applying to the federal government for free meal service 
for school districts in low income areas. The School District Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to apply for the Community Eligibility Provision, 
a non-pricing meal service option after a discussion last month at a board 
meeting. The Nutrition Director had a presentation at that meeting 
recommending the board apply. If accepted, all students in the Fort Bragg 
Unified would get free meals, including breakfast.

JONAS BROTHERS  – SUCKER



SAM SMITH & NORMANI – DANCING WITH A STRANGER

AVA MAX – SWEET BUT PSYCHO

ARIANA GRANDE – BREAK UP WITH YOUR GIRLFRIEND, I’M BORED

POST MALONE – WOW

LIL NAS X – OLD TOWN ROAD

TAYLOR SWIFT – ME

CHAINSMOKERS – WHO DO YOU LOVE

DAN + SHAY – SPEECHLESS

MARSHMELLO – HERE WITH ME

KHALID – TALK

ROB THOMAS – ONE LESS DAY

ANDY GRAMMER – DON’T GIVE UP ON ME

MABEL – DON’T CALL ME UP

SHAED – TRAMPOLINE

KELLY CLARKSON – BROKEN & BEAUTIFUL

SHAWN MENDES – IF I CAN’T HAVE YOU

JONAS BROTHERS – COOL

BILLIE EILISH – WHEN THE PARTY’S OVER

PANIC! AT THE DISCO – HEY LOOK MA, I MADE IT

LAUV & TROYE SIVAN – I’M SO TIRED

DADDY YANKEE & KATY PERRY – CON CALMA

ED SHEERAN – I DON’T CARE

BILLIE EILISH – BAD GUY

ALESSIA CARA – OUT OF LOVE

BRYCE VINE – LA LA LAND

AJ MITCHELL – ALL MY FRIENDS

DEAN LEWIS – STAY AWAKE

DRAX PROJECT – WOKE UP LATE

LIZZO – JUICE

PINK – WALK ME HOME

NOTD & FELIX JAEHN – SO CLOSE

TRAVIS SCOTT – WAKE UP

JENNIFER LOPEZ – MEDICINE

TWENTY ONE PILOTS – CHLORINE

MAX & QUINN XC11 – LOVE ME LESS 

SARA – BAREILLES         FIRE

California Highway Patrol Ukiah will have additional officers out in force later 
this month, looking to cut down on motorcycle accidents. Officers will be 
watching for unsafe lane changes, drivers following too closely, improper 
turns and other violations likely to cause a crash. The initiative begins on 
May 25th and will conclude on September 30th. The Ukiah Area CHP is 
funding the effort with a grant from the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration called "Get Educated and ride Safe."



Diseases that kill the vines that grow the wine-grape are a threat to one of 
the biggest economic engines in the state. While the wine industry 
employees Californians, It also encourages tourism and preserves about 
600,000 acres of California farmlands. Now a hand from Senator McGuire, 
who has introduced SB 449, extending the Pierce’s Disease Control 
Program, The Pierce’s Disease and Glass-Winged Sharpshooter board from 
2021 to 2026. The California Association of Wine-grape Growers Family 
Winemakers of California and The Wine Institute endorse the bill, which is 
now on its way to the State Assembly for approval.

Staffing issues were blamed for the need to close the Mendocino County 
Museum in Willits on Sundays, a decision that was not well received by the 
community. Now, after debate and pushback, a new plan to reduce hours of 
operation on Saturday and Sunday has been presented. It was heard by the 
board during a meeting on the 13th. Another idea to help with the staff 
crunch is to increase the volunteer base. For now, the museum will operate 
from 10 am to 4:30 pm Wednesday through Sunday, but could soon change 
hours to Wednesday through Friday, 10 am to 4:30 pm and Saturday and 
Sunday, noon to 4 pm.

Filmmakers are coming to the area soon. The Mendocino Film Festival is 
May 31st through June 2. The roster of filmmakers attending will be 
released in the coming weeks. The festival draws more and more 
filmmakers and movie buffs from around the world every year while keeping 
a commitment to the local community. Films, panels, and special events 
offered at the festival are a great opportunity to meet filmmakers and movie 
buffs in Seaside Mendocino. Netherlands-born film director Harald Zwart, 
Emmy-winning editor Kim Roberts, Veteran film and TV actor Julie Carmen 
are just some of the famous names that will be participating. More info can 
be found at www.mendocinofilmfestival.org. Ticket sales have opened and 
are going quickly.

The loss of the Kelp Forest will have devastating effects on the environment, 
economics, and lifestyles. If you aren’t familiar with the crisis, you are not 
alone- the NOYO Center For Marine Science is planning a science talk to 
educate the public about the issue, and the "Help the Kelp collaborative". 
The Science Talk is scheduled for May 22nd, 6:30 pm to 8:15 pm in Fort 
Bragg at 338 No. Main street. On May 28th, its Lasers, Whales, Sharks, and 
Life on the Road. The skeletal remains of a 73 foot Blue Whale will be 
digitized. According to a release by the organization, it will be only the 
second Blue Whale ever digitized in 3D, and the most complete to date.

Cannabis growers will no longer be taxed when permits are granted, and 
instead after cultivation has begun following complaints that the practice 
was unfair and possibly illegal. The changes approved by Lake County 
Supervisors will delay the tax for up to 24 months following the granting of a 
permit.

$100,000 in spending has been approved to pay for a feasibility study for 
the Potter Valley project, to be finished by April 2020. The Daily Journal 
reports that $50,000 will be set aside by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors and another $50,000 from the County General Fund.

An old office building on Park Boulevard near the golf course, and a home 
on West Standley Street in the Western Hills will be demolished after getting 
approval by the Ukiah City Council this week. Neither building is habitable 
and is described as hazards by city officials.

http://www.mendocinofilmfestival.org/
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The federal government yesterday nixed a plan to fund $1 billion dollars of 
California’s bullet train, endangering the entire project. A statement by 
Governor Newsom called the move an attempt to exact political retribution 
on the state. He says the decision is illegal and promises to challenge it in 
court. Federal Railroad Administrator Ronald Batory blamed a history of 
failures for the decision to revoke the funds.

The Alliance for Rural Community Health, or (ARCH) is a collaboration of 
community health centers in Mendocino County, and the group has donated 
$40,000 to the Mendocino County Office of Education’s (MCOE’s) career 
training program to support students studying to become medical or dental 
assistants. They are entry-level certifications, which are the first step in 
many people’s healthcare careers. Medical and dental assistants help 
coordinate patient care, escort patients to treatment rooms, take vitals, 
make sure medical and dental providers have the information and 
instruments they need for each patient visit, and then work with the patients 
after their appointments on next steps and schedule follow-up care. For 
more information, please call Tami Mee at (707) 467-5123 or visit 
www.mcoe.us.

For over forty years, Bill Steele’s listeners have tuned in every morning for 
his warm personality and friendly sense of humor on K-Wine radio, and now 
a proclamation to honor his more than 45 years of radio broadcasting! The 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is awarding the proclamation 
tomorrow at 9 am, and the public is invited to attend. He retires with honors 
from both the city of Ukiah and the County. Both presentations are planned 
for tomorrow at the beginning of the board of supervisors meeting at 501 
Low Gap Road. The proclamation points out that his broadcast work 
contributed to the establishment of local institutions like Mendo College, 
Hudson Museum, Cancer Society, Space and Ukiah’s Sundays in the Park 
concert series, and highlights his contributions to the Civility, lifestyle, and 
contentment of County residents. Also honored tomorrow will be Ex-County 
Supervisor Jim Eddie. Besides multiple terms on the County Board, Eddie 
served 25 years on the Golden Gate Transit Board, which manages the 
bridge and related transport services.

President Trump on Saturday issued a disaster declaration for 17 counties 
in California as parts of the state recover landslides, mudslides, and flooding 
that struck earlier this year. The declaration means the 17 counties are 
eligible for federal funding to repair the damage including Butte, Humboldt, 
Lake, Mendocino, Monterey, Napa, Sonoma and more.

It’s art with a cause! Students at Ukiah High are working on a mural with 
hopes of finishing it this week for an unveiling ceremony tentatively 
scheduled for May 28th. The Singing Tree Mural of Climate Solutions will 
raise awareness about the dangers of climate change to the environment 
while offering ten solutions to the crisis within the mural, which according to 
the Daily Journal include refrigerant management, wind power, solar farms, 
family planning, education and more.

The board of supervisors heard recommendations from the Mendocino 
County Cannabis Cultivation Ad Hoc Committee last week. Amendments 
were recommended to Phase 3 cannabis applications and permits, delaying 
the start until June 2020 from January 2020. Changes to the Live Scan 
System, a limited extension of the Sunset Period, and a social equity 
program were also recommended. The board would have to vote on the 
recommendations for them to become finalized.

http://www.mcoe.us/
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The Mental health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee has 
released its agenda for today’s meeting. Items include the discussion and 
possible action on an expenditure report on Measure B tax funds, possible 
action regarding the status report from a chair on activities related to the 
mental health treatment act citizen’s oversight committee, and other items. 
The full agenda is listed at www.mendocinocounty.org.

A Marine Biology student at Mendocino College has been awarded the 2019 
Brandon Pill Memorial Mendocino Coast Audubon Society $1,000 
scholarship. Jazmine Martin worked with the NOYO Center for Marine 
Science in Fort Bragg, taking part in the study of an Orca that washed 
ashore, articulating the skeleton that is now on display in Downtown Fort 
Bragg. She starts at Humboldt State University in the Fall.

The driver of a tractor who led police on what is being described as 
a very low-speed chase was apprehended in Sacramento County on Friday 
night. Deputies tried stopping the driver, but he refused, leading them on a 
low-speed chase that lasted for about 20 minutes- ending about a mile down 
the road. Alcohol is suspected to have been a factor in the incident, and 
police are still investigating. There were no injuries or damage reported.

Former San Francisco 49ers center Jeremy Newberry says he is 
heartbroken after vandals destroyed 2000 Newberry trees, uprooting and 
snapping them into pieces. He says that while he can’t imagine the effort put 
into the vandalism, he plans on forking out $30,000 to replace the trees. 
He’ll also invest in surveillance to protect future crops.

A day camp for kids affected by October 2017 wildfires is planned for July 
8th through the 12th in Ukiah. Paid for by a grant and funds donated by 
nonprofit groups in Santa Ros and Mendocino Counties, the free camp 
offers resiliency and preparedness skills and a curriculum that builds on new 
skills each day of camp. Registration is now open at 
http://ukiahumc.org/campnoah. Volunteers are needed as well.

For 33 years Mendocino College has held a Native American Motivation 
Day. Last Friday, more than 300 Native American students from 6th to 
12th grade came out for the event held to motivate youngsters to seek 
higher education. They learn about Mendocino College programs and meet 
representatives from local organizations and four-year universities. Kids 
from schools including Ukiah High, Pomolita Middle School, Upper Lake 
Middle and High Schools, Clearlake High and Point Arena, Laytonville High 
and Potter Valley were there and many more.

The meeting of the Lake County Board of Supervisors is being streamed on 
Facebook live. You don’t need to be a Facebook user to watch. The 
meeting this morning is also available at the county website, but not on 
cable TV because of technical issues. The meeting this morning begins at 9 
AM: http://www.facebook.com/lakecountycagov/.

A pediatrics room at Saint Francis Memorial Hospital’s Bothin Burn Center 
has been named in honor of Sara and Jon Shepherd’s children lost in the 
Redwood Valley Fire during the October 2017 firestorm. The Shepherd 
Family Pediatrics Room in honor of Kai and Kressa. There was a ceremony 
for the family last Tuesday along with philanthropist Connie Frank and her 
husband, Evan Thompson. Frank had apparently read about the Shepherds 
after the fire and offered help and found the children’s father, Jon was 
treated at the Bothin Burn Center. Frank’s contribution was matched by the 
community.

http://www.mendocinocounty.org/
http://ukiahumc.org/campnoah
http://www.facebook.com/lakecountycagov/


Burning, wine and development the topics for Mendocino Supervisors. The 
meeting this morning continues a discussion with the Mendocino County Air 
Quality Control about vegetation management and how controlled burn 
permits could be handled in a more efficient way. The Daily Journal reports 
the discussions started last week and covered possibly making the permits 
available online. There will be a more detailed discussion on the matter with 
county staff and representatives from the Air Quality Control office. 
Supervisors to also discuss ways to support Mendocino Winegrowers, Inc 
with conjunctive labeling to show what region a wine comes from. Napa, 
Sonoma, and Monterey County have such labeling. The Supervisors 
rounding out the meeting with a  discussion on funding for the Economic 
Developing and Financing Corporation and a recognition of our own Bill 
Steele who recently retired after more than 45 years of broadcasting on 
KWINE.

An application for a new wireless communications facility in Middletown on 
the Lake County Planning Commission’s agenda. Verizon looking to put in 
nine 4G antennae on top of a 60 foot AT&T tower that’s no longer being 
used. It’s located on Hwy 175. The Lake County Planning Dept. is 
recommending the commission approve the move. But some residents who 
work and live near the old tower are against the move. A group sending a 
letter to the planning department, voicing their opposition due to potential 
health risks, fire safety issues and the structural integrity of the existing 
tower.

Lawmakers said to be having an uphill battle passing a proposal for flavored 
tobacco to be banned. All tobacco-related bills in the Assembly have not 
moved forward beyond one committee that passed on even hearing the 
ideas. But the chair of that committee says they’re reworking the bills. The 
senate also looking at a ban on the flavored products advancing their bill to 
a floor vote, but it was first amended to remove Hookah products and other 
products patented before 2000, except menthol cigarettes. The bills after 
flavored tobacco use in Calif. among teenagers reaches a fever pitch.

Rain didn’t keep them away. Folks came from all over the country to attend 
the 36th annual Catfish Derby in Clear Lake. Lake Co News reports anglers 
from as far away as Michigan, Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and nearby, 
but all across the West and Calif. itself registered for the biggest Clear Lake 
catfish.  The top $4,000 prize went to a man from San Jose, who wrangled 
in a 27.29-pound fish. 12-year-old Rowdy Addington, from Patterson caught 
a 16.21-pound fish in the 11- to 15-year-old division. And a new award, the 
Spirit of Lake County went to the “Team Hood Cats” from Hood River 
Oregon. They are three generations of cat fishing enthusiasts coming to the 
Derby for 15 years.  Nearly 700 adults entered the contest and 83 kids.

Two men are recovering after being seriously injured in a crash between 
Kelseyville and Lower Lake. Wet weather this past weekend believed to 
have been one reason John Ritter of Hidden Valley Lake and Gary Reis of 
Kelseyville were seriously hurt in the crash Sunday on Highway 29. The 
CHP reports Ritter in a 2015 Ford Edge SUV southbound on the Highway 
while Reis, in a 2005 Chevy Silverado pickup went north. The CHP has not 
determined yet why, but report Ritter lost control and crossed to the other 
side, hitting Reis’ pickup head on. The two had serious injuries and are in 
the hospital.



Those with homes along the Russian River damaged by relentless rain this 
winter are not eligible for federal aid. The President pledged federal aid, but 
not for the Guerneville residents who lived thru a “major disaster.” More than 
a dozen Northern California counties, including Sonoma, Lake, Marin, 
Mendocino and Napa have applied for the federal money for repairs to 
public infrastructure, including county roads damaged by mudslides. But the 
Russian River residents apparently didn’t sustain enough damage to qualify 
for the funding. FEMA money to areas where more than 800 homes had 
major damage. In Guerneville, there were 151 with “major damage” and one 
was destroyed.

A woman from Arkansas who dressed up like a Calif. Sheriff’s Deputy has 
been arrested after she tried breaking her boyfriend out of jail. Maxine 
Feldstein admitted criminal impersonation and other charges and got herself 
30 years in prison, with half suspended. Last July the woman pretended she 
was a Ventura County Sheriff’s Deputy at the Washington County Jail. Her 
boyfriend apparently instructing her to say the jail had overcrowding and any 
low-priority extraditions were suspended. But she was found out and the 
couple was arrested a month later. The boyfriend got an additional year.

A man accused of sexually assaulting a teenage girl then keeping her 
locked inside a small metal box has been sent to prison. Patrick Pearmain, 
one of the two marijuana growers from Lake County accused in the case, 
got 12-and-a-half years in federal prison with another 10 years of federal 
probation after he’s released. Pearmain admitted he was dealing marijuana 
and to using a minor to violate drug laws. He and his co-defendant, Ryan 
Balletto, were facing life sentences after their 2013 arrest on a marijuana 
farm where police in Los Angeles said they thought the girl was being held. 
Cops found the girl, assault weapons, sniper rifles, almost 1,500 marijuana 
plants and thousands of dollars in cash. The girl found in a hotel which she 
somehow got to and called police. She says she was held in a metal box for 
three days two times. She was hired to trim marijuana then was sexually 
assaulted by the men. The other man has not been sentenced yet.

Measles making a comeback to Butte County. Butte County Public Health 
officials had said they were hopeful the virus was eradicated, calling it 
quote, “interrupted” last Thursday, but now there’s one more case. A 
reminder now from the health dept. it’s one of the most infectious illnesses 
in the world and those not vaccinated are being urged to get immunized. 
The latest case, the 11th, an adult in Butte County. It’s linked to several 
cases in March. The health dept. had reported they were hopeful of a June 
deadline to end the virus in the County, something they now say, could still 
happen if there are no more cases for two more incubation periods of 7-21 
days. That would be the last week of June.

A man wanted in Calif for almost 30 years for tax crimes still doesn’t have to 
pay even though the highest court in the land sides with the state. Gilbert 
Hyatt was supposed to be paying state income taxes on royalties he got 
back in the early 1990s for technological inventions but he moved to 
Nevada, where there’s no state income tax. Calif’s Franchise Tax Board, 
declared it illegal, billing him millions. He said in the past the Franchise Tax 
Board was using tactics to extort money from him he didn’t owe. A judge 
previously sided with him saying it was not fraud. Then his case went all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court which sided with Calif. but he wasn’t 
ordered to pay anything after he sued the state, which has reportedly spent 
as much as $25 million to pursue the inventor.
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Recent rains giving Strawberry growers a soggy season. The president of 
Scurich Berry Farms Inc. and a Driscoll’s strawberry and blackberry grower 
says they’re cleaning up damage from the wacky weather last weekend. 
Berry growers lost several days of production because of the weather over 
the last week. The farm claiming they’re losing after the heavy rain which 
can damage berries which have thin skin. He says it could take two weeks 
to recover and a loss of 500-700 trays per acre of berries over the next 
week and a half. July is usually their peak season with the maturation stage 
of about four to five weeks. The Strawberry California Commission reports 
since strawberries are grown outdoors, growers are used to weather-related 
damage. The berries bloom all season long, they call the weather a 
temporary condition.

No more alcohol at a couple of beaches in Sonoma County. The Sonoma 
County Regional Parks Dept has announced no more booze at Steelhead 
and Sunset beaches. That brings the total to five Russian River beaches 
where no alcohol is allowed. There are three in Forestville too, Mom’s, 
Sunset and Steelhead, plus Healdsburg Veterans Memorial Beach and 
Guerneville River Park also don’t allow alcohol. At Sunset and Steelhead 
beaches there’s also no commercial bus access now so neighborhoods in 
the area are not negatively impacted by traffic and alcohol-fueled nuisance 
behaviors.

A Napa Valley vintner caught up in the college cheating scandal has 
pleaded guilty. Agustin F. Huneeus in court in Boston yesterday for his 
college admissions bribery scandal case. He pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
commit mail fraud and honest services mail fraud and for his admission, 
prosecutors recommend 15-months in prison for the San Francisco resident, 
along with a $95,000 fine. The owner of Huneeus Vintners with Flowers 
Vineyards and Winery in Healdsburg conspired to pay Rick Singer, the 
mastermind of the whole scandal, hundreds of thousands so his daughter 
could cheat on her SAT’s to go to USC and to pretend she was a water polo 
player.

The state of California is suing the federal government, trying to block the 
Trump administration from cancelling hundreds of millions of dollars 
promised for the state’s high-speed rail project. The Federal Railroad 
Administration rescinded the offer from Congress almost ten years ago 
saying the state hasn’t moved quickly enough on the project. Construction 
on one segment of track is supposed to be done by 2022 in the Central 
Valley. But the Trump Administration says it’s impossible to meet the 
deadline, and there’s not been enough progress on the project. Gov. 
Newsom says it’s all retribution because the state’s criticized Pres. Trump’s 
immigration policies.

An elderly survivor of the Camp Fire who lost a precious artifact in the fire 
has it back. Kym Kemp reporting 83 year old Donna Drickey’s husband had 
rescued her statue of St. Francis of Assisi from the ashes of their home, but 
it was stolen. Now she says a young man returned it. He admitted his 
brother, going thru a hard time, took it. She posted her loss on Facebook, 
then other residents shared that. The theft also made local and regional 
headlines. She says miracles do happen.



A teenager from Clearlake without a driver’s license has been arrested after 
a high speed chase and head on crash. The CHP Clear Lake says the 19 
year old, Dain Beck also rammed one of their patrol cars. He was arrested 
after the escapade Monday afternoon. The patrol officer says Beck was next 
to him at an intersection, then revved his engine and took off. The officer 
took chase, flipped his lights on and tried stopping the kid with no luck. 
Since he was going too fast, he lost control around a corner and hit another 
car head on, the officer then stopped behind Beck and says Beck put his car 
in reverse and hit the officers car and took off. He crashed soon after, 
rolling, and was arrested. He’s charged with several crimes including assault 
with a deadly weapon on a peace officer and evading a peace officer with 
disregard for public safety, and held on $50,000 bail.

A new task force has been formed on homelessness by the Gov. It comes 
just after the homeless point in time figures came out showing a surge in 
homelessness. The Homeless and Supportive Housing Advisory Task Force 
to take up the cause, headed by Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg and 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas. It comes after the 
governor already earmarked $1 billion to fight homelessness in his latest 
budget. The announcement on the task force by the governor after he 
toured a hotel conversion site in Oakland being used as a transitional 
housing facility.

Industrial Hemp a hot topic at the latest Lake County Board of Supervisors 
meeting. Supervisors deciding to limit restrictions after District 5 Supervisor 
Rob Brown and District 1 Supervisor Moke Simon voiced concern about 
regulating hemp farmers more than other farmers in the county. The Record 
Bee reports some members of the public at the meeting concerned there 
should be some special regulations to protect the legal marijuana industry 
because there could be cross pollination from hemp with THC. Several 
counties across the state have temporary moratoriums for hemp so they can 
work on regulations. But Lake County only looking at minor regulations like 
farming away from schools and other areas with a focus on children with 
Brown and Simon voting no.

Mendocino Supervisors get the lowdown on the latest report on the 
Business Improvement District, or BID. A presentation to the board at their 
meeting this week on the tourism business in the county and future goals. 
The BID board prepares a yearly report for Supervisors regarding lodging 
business. The report shows more than 7,000 people are employed in the 
tourism business in the county, with earnings in 2017, the date of the most 
recent figures, at more than $214 million dollars. Gross receipts up about 4 
percent to just under $442 million. Plus in unincorporated areas the tax 
receipts were at nearly 5.5 M. The district planning to bring all the revenue 
up, improve data sharing and decision making, update the website, work for 
better partnerships and raise awareness about the county, and finally, 
consider cannabis tourism.

A plan for fixes to Highway 101 may be on hold a while longer. The state 
Coastal Commission reportedly deciding to table the project until after their 
meeting in August. That’s so residents can have a chance for commenting 
on the project, and it’s impacts, including possible traffic impacts and more. 
But the project manager says it could mean the California Transportation 
Commission decides not to fund the project until the next fiscal year. The 
project is supposed to help curb crashes at median crossings on the 101 
between Eureka and Arcata.
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Some new parents leave a hospital in Germany, take a cab, then forget their 
newborn. Police in Hamburg say the new mom and dad in a taxi with their 
one-year old child and get out of the cab but couldn’t catch the driver after 
the closed the car doors. Then the taxi driver parks it, goes to lunch and 
gets back in the car. When the driver got the next passenger, they were 
made aware of the baby and called police. An ambulance came and 
scooped up the baby, checked it out, then returned it to its new parents.

17 counties in California including Lake County are included in a federal 
disaster declaration for this winter’s severe storms. The Gov. Gavin 
Newsom declared a state of emergency in 33 counties just after he took 
office after record-breaking rain and damaging winds blanketed the state. 
There was more than $100 million in flood damage with Lake County 
claiming $3.75 million in damage. Lake County has to use claims submitted 
to the state office of emergency services in order to be reimbursed for what 
it put out. The County Administrative Officer however hopefully they can 
secure any funding, saying President Trump’s recent Disaster Declaration 
makes funds available for damage to government infrastructure.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife is granting the Mendocino 
Land Trust money to acquire more than 90 acres of conservation easement 
just south of Mendocino to conserve a pygmy forest. The area off Gordon 
Lane is about 49 acres of forest land. Some of the plants there are quite 
rare. The Mendocino cypress pygmy is a narrow range from Fort Bragg to 
Salt Point State Park in Sonoma County. The easement would mean that 
more than 7,000 acres of forest would be protected after first being turned 
over to California State Parks in 2002.

A young woman from Napa rescued by a helicopter after crashing her car 
down a steep embankment. The CHP chopper found 20 year old Karla 
Zambrano Tuesday morning after she apparently crashed off rural Highway 
121 east of Napa. The car went down 150 feet before coming to a stop by a 
tree. She was taken to a hospital with major injuries. The CHP reports she 
did not have a driver’s license and no other vehicle was involved. But they’re 
unsure why she crashed to begin with.

A Sonoma County Fire Battalion Chief arrested for domestic violence now 
on administrative leave. The Press Democrat reports Battalion Chief Ron 
Busch arrested after a fight with his live-in girlfriend at their home in 
Windsor. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office reports the woman had visible 
injuries but did not go to the hospital. Busch was held, then posted bond for 
$30,000 bail. He’s on leave while the fire department launches their own 
internal investigation. So far, the D-A’s office has not charged Busch.

A study commissioned by Mendocino County is being criticized by a local 
union. SEIU Local 1021 dissing the Koff and Associates report that came 
out last month on compensation saying there’s inconsistent and incomplete 
data and comparisons. The union which represents about 800 county 
employees says the Koff and Associates Total Compensation Study used 
selective information to come to conclusions. The Board of Supervisors 
commissioned the report in 2017 to study pay for Mendocino County as 
compared to other counties. But the union says certain benefits were not 
studied including paid sick days, tuition reimbursements, payouts for opting 
out of health coverage and retiree health coverage.



A warning from Fort Bragg police about a telephone scam. People calling 
cops to say someone’s calling them saying a friend or family member was 
supposedly in trouble, either kidnapped or in a car crash, or even being held 
against their will and needed help. They say the caller is distraught so they 
can’t really understand them or tell who it is. Then another person hops on 
the call to explain and gives instructions for the call receiver. Then they 
hand it back to the supposed victim who cries some more and demands 
payment be made thru western union. And when money’s sent, the 
supposed victim will be returned, but that doesn’t happen. Police asking the 
public to be careful of this sort of scam, immediately call the victim to make 
sure they’re alright and call police before making any payment.

Calif. Dept. of Motor Vehicles changing the rules for REAL ID cards. It used 
to be you only needed one form of residency, then it changed to two. Now 
they’re sending letters to about 3 million cardholders they can provide the 
second residency request by mail and don’t need to go back to a DMV office 
where there are typically long lines which can take hours to get thru. A 
revision by the Department of Homeland Security on its approved method to 
get the two residency documents which also applies to those who want 
identification cards. Residents need to get their REAL ID card by Oct. 1st, 
2020 in order to fly in the United States or enter federal buildings. They can 
also use a passport or other federally approved document.

Changes to the cannabis ordinance in Lake County approved by the Board 
of Supervisors. A list of revisions approved Tuesday to allow retailers and 
growers more leeway in where they cultivate weed. Those growing can now 
have all of their permits for one location and grow marijuana along several 
boundary lines if they own all of the parcels. This to apply to parts of the 
unincorporated area of Lake County too. It also allows for non-volatile 
cannabis manufacturing in rural and rural residential areas and allows 
permits for “microbusinesses” and personal use cultivators. Finally it allows 
those who haven’t gotten their state permit to cultivate anyway if they’ve 
applied but are waiting.

A man accused of a highspeed chase in Lakeport officially charged in the 
incident. 26 year old Austin Schweitzer in court and pleaded no contest to 
stealing a car, tailgating a trailer and driving more than 100 mph among 
other things. He’s not denying what happened last month and is charged 
with vehicle theft, receiving stolen property, hit and run with property 
damage, reckless driving and resisting a public officer. For his plea 
agreement, he avoids a jury proceeding. But now it’s up to the Lake County 
Probation Department to come up with a sentencing recommendation. He’s 
not allowed to own or have any firearm or ammo and has to give up his 
weapons.

PG& E warning their Lake County customers of a telephone scam where 
someone threatens to shut down their power if they don’t make a payment. 
The utility company’s Corporate Security department says it’s received 
multiple reports of someone calling the ratepayer saying they needed to 
make payment on a past due utility bills immediately thru a Green Dot or 
Money Pack card. The latest happened in Lakeport. There were more too, 
where the scammer told the resident they could get a federal tax refund 
related to their utility bill, or they tried to sell solar services and needed to 
get access to their home. They say to always check for ID if someone 
comes to your house and their credit dept. never asks for personal 
information or a credit card number over the phone.



The federal government withholding millions in reimbursement money to 
local fire companies ahead of the next fire season for payments for 
firefighting for the last fire season. The money for fighting fires on federal 
lands. Calif. supposed to get $72 million for firefighting after the most 
destructive and expensive season ever. But the US forest service is 
reportedly withholding $9m. Firefighters go out and fight, they don’t get paid 
up front, they get reimbursed after. The withholding of the money comes 
after the director of the state office of emergency services criticized the 
forest service’s reimbursement practices.

A woman from Cobb says she’s running to be a country supervisor. District 
5 Lake County Supe Rob Brown says he’s not running again, so Jessica 
Pyska, one of the founders of the Cobb Area Council is running for his spot 
next year. District 5 covers Kelseyville, the Clear Lake Rivieras, 
Buckingham, Loch Lomond and parts of Cobb Mountain. Lake Co News 
reports Pyska is the co-owner of a web and mobile app development 
consulting firm and is also a part time teacher at Cobb Mountain Elementary 
School who’s also been on the board of the Friends of Cobb Mountain and 
she helped with the Valley Fire Rebuild Expo. She and her family lost their 
home in the massive fire.Northern California Racing Association is back for the 2019 auto racing 
season. Starting this Saturday at the Lakeport Speedway with new 
management too. They begin with a Memorial Day parade Saturday 
morning at 11 a.m. There will be modifieds, bombers, jammers and legend 
cars at the track again on the one-quarter mile paved oval at the Lake 
County Fairgrounds. They’re also having “Fiberglass 500” boat races at 
night. It’s $10 for adults, $5 for children 6 to 11, and kids 5 and younger are 
free.

For more information on the 2019 racing season, visit 
NCRA – Lakeport Speedway on Facebook or call the business office at 707-
274-1662.

Just like most years, the CHP is beefing up patrols for the holiday weekend. 
The California Highway Patrol maximum enforcement period, or MEP from 6 
p.m. Friday, May 24th, to 11:59 p.m. Monday, May 27th.  Officers looking for 
distracted or impaired drivers. They’re also watching for those not wearing 
seat belts. They report almost half of those killed in holiday crashes are not 
wearing seatbelts.

The judge in Pacific Gas and Electric’s bankruptcy case has given the utility 
the go-ahead for a plan to create a $105 million housing assistance fund for 
people who lost their homes in the October 2017 Northern California 
wildfires and the 2018 Camp fire. PG&E says the fund is for those who had 
no insurance or need help with alternative living expenses or other urgent 
needs, but there’s no formal plan on how the money will be distributed. This 
comes after investigators found the majority of the 18 Northern California 
fires started due to PG&E lines that sparked in windy conditions. They’ve 
not been blamed for one of the largest October 2017 fires in Sonoma 
County though, the Tubbs fire which destroyed more than 5,600 homes and 
structures and killed 22 people.

https://www.facebook.com/NCRA-Lakeport-Speedway-598523177295883/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARCAEEotjcRSm3V_zAeclyPT9q3_Mq_2zmtMXqWissLgEewLzPYXQ4ZFbzZICW0AXcXmRTeb7QMj_xLZ


05/24/19

The state Senate votes yes to create banks and credit unions for the 
marijuana business, even though it’s still illegal as far as the federal 
government is concerned. The bill passed to allow people to start banks and 
credit unions who would take cash deposits from marijuana retailers then 
issue special checks back to the businesses they could use for things like 
paying taxes and California-based vendors. Federal law says no bank can 
handle money coming from criminal activity and those who knowingly accept 
money from licensed marijuana retailers apparently cannot get federal 
deposit insurance. And marijuana businesses aren’t allowed to have debit or 
business credit cards or checks. Lawmakers and others say that puts 
businesses at risk of robbery. Not to mention a loss to the state in tax 
money.

Legislators put tougher rules on vaccinating kids in the state, so parents 
have to comply. The Senate Bill sent to the Assembly after months of 
measles cases rising. It would mean Calif. public health officials have the 
authority to decide, not local doctors about which students can skip their 
shots before attending school. The proposal by Democratic Sen. Richard 
Pan of Sacramento. He says it’s warranted due to there being 
“unscrupulous physicians” selling medical immunization exemptions. If the 
bill moves to the governor and he signs it, it would mean doctors have to 
certify they examined a child, then they send that to the state health 
department. Then it could later be revoked if found to be fraudulent.

The latest state budget gives benefits to illegal immigrants. State lawmakers 
working on the 214 billion dollar proposal that includes expanding health 
care coverage and tax credits for immigrants. Right now state Senators are 
considering the bill to allow low-income immigrants in the country illegally to 
get government-funded health care if they’re older than 65 or between 19 
and 25 years old. The Senate also adding some people who don’t have 
Social Security numbers to be able to qualify for the state’s earned income 
tax credit, but only if they have an individual tax identification number, 
including immigrants in the country legally and illegally.

After the North Bay Firestorm some sidewalks cracked and now word is 
some homeowners in the fire-zone may have to pay for repairs out of their 
own pockets. The cost about one million dollars to repair the sidewalks in 
Santa Rosa due to a city ordinance saying the homeowners also, own the 
sidewalks. ABC 7 reporting, that’s even if FEMA’s debris removal crews 
damaged the sidewalks during the clean-up effort. FEMA is not going to pay 
for the damage, but the Santa Rosa Public Works department says they’re 
appealing that finding. New sidewalks in one neighborhood estimated to 
cost about $6,000 per house.

Affordable Housing on the agenda for city leaders in Fort Bragg as they start 
the next General Plan. The Housing Element will be part of the work the City 
Council does towards the community work plan. The Advocate Newspaper 
reports there’s only been 33 affordable housing units added in Fort Bragg 
since 2014, including 27 senior cottages. The city’s recently approved a 69-
unit affordable housing development with $3 million in grant funds raised for 
the project. The newspaper reports the city’s had meetings the last three 
months with contractors, developers, social service organizations and 
housing advocacy groups to address the housing crisis in Fort Bragg.



More controversy in Ukiah with the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District’s board 
of directors. The Daily Journal reports at the last City Council meeting, the 
topic of the money still being paid out to lawyers for the lawsuit settled 
between the District and the City. The City Manager says it’s all settled, but 
lawyers are still being paid. It’s already hit the $9 million dollar mark and he 
says that’s got to stop. The council discussing the matter and who will run 
the wastewater treatment plant. The city manager says the city is interested 
in continuing their discussions with the district so the attorney fees can stop 
and a Joint Power Agreement with possible changes are agreed to.

A woman from Ukiah accused stealing clothes and a cell phone at the Food 
Maxx now also accused of stealing laptops at a school. Police say they got 
a call to the grocery store Monday after reports a woman was seen stealing 
a jacket and phone from the break room, then running away. Now cops say 
they think the same woman, Dayniece Schillings took some laptops from a 
classroom at Ukiah High last month. She’s charged with resisting arrest and 
violating probation, but so far, not for these thefts because the victims are 
not pressing charges. She’s also previously been arrested for petty theft, 
possession of drug paraphernalia and violating probation.

No go for Verizon turning back on an old cell phone tower in downtown 
Middletown. The Lake County Planning Commission voted unanimously 
against the proposal for telecommunications project which had a group at 
the meeting cheering. There would have had to be adjustments and 
variances to the existing AT&T tower off Highway 175. Verizon had applied 
to add equipment instead of building an entirely new tower. It also required 
two variances, no 100-foot setback from the current tower base and homes 
nearby and no 20-foot easement, instead, making it a 10-foot easement. 
The Planning Commission voted no on the variances, calling the project 
detrimental to the “comfort, safety and general welfare” of the public.

Several elephant seals restrict the beach at Point Reyes National Seashore. 
The National Park Service has closed off the entrance to the Drakes Beach 
area after 200 elephant seals came ashore after storms and high tides. 
Between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on weekends and federal holidays when there 
are park staff members present, the park will be open. When no staff is 
there, they say it’s unsafe to go from the parking lot to the beach. The 
animals can be up to 16 feet long and weigh as much as 5,000 pounds.

A reminder for those taking watercraft out this holiday weekend to help fight 
the spread of invasive quagga and zebra mussels. The freshwater mussels 
that are native to Europe and Asia are invaders in our local waters and can 
multiply quickly and get tangled up in watercraft and infrastructure, change 
water quality and aquatic food. They move from waterbodies and attach to 
boats and equipment. They cannot be easily seen, and babies can be 
microscopic and infest water. Nearly 3 dozen waterbodies have been 
invaded by quagga mussels in Southern California and zebra mussels have 
gotten into two waterways in San Benito County.

A man from Lakeport accused of stabbing his father to death for the 
attempted murder of his mother in court and the judge doubting he was 
competent to stand trial. Two doctors have been appointed to evaluate 
Steven Michael Fredericks mental competency. He’s charged with murder, 
attempted murder, causing injury to an elder and assault with a deadly 
weapon after the attack last March near the Nice-Lucerne cutoff exit from 
Highway 29. Frederick’s dad was dead when police arrived, and his mom 
had cuts on her neck but survived. Witnesses accused Fredericks at the 
time. He’s now ordered back in court June 18th for a review of his mental 
competency examinations.
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Ahead of the big holiday weekend to officially welcome summer, a 
nationwide beef recall. More than 62,000 pounds of raw beef could be 
tainted by E. coli is recalled from Aurora Packing Co based in North Aurora, 
Illinois. The company recalling some meat products packaged April 
19th because they may have a strain of E Coli. It includes several different 
cuts, including short ribs, ribeyes and briskets. Consumers being told to toss 
the products or return them to where they bought them.

The nonprofit California Strong, has given out the last bit of grant money for 
Camp Fire survivors. The nonprofit is a partnership with the Southeast 
Ventura County YMCA. The YMCA of Superior California reports more than 
200 families from Paradise who applied got grants from California Strong 
this week at the Oroville YMCA. And more than $1 million was handed out 
to victims affected by the recent tragedies throughout California. California 
Strong has had requests for help from residents impacted by the Thousand 
Oaks Borderline club shooting, the Camp Fire in Northern California, and 
the Woolsey and Hill Fires in Southern California.

At the trial for the two men accused in the massive Ghost Ship fire, 
dispatcher recordings replayed. One of those with a caller screaming, 
“people are dying!”. The jury hearing some of the tapes yesterday urging 
rescuers to get there and help in December of 2016 during a concert at the 
illegal venue. Derick Almena and Max Harris on trial for 36 counts each of 
involuntary manslaughter after 36 people died. One former resident of the 
old warehouse also testified yesterday, saying she was sleeping and woke 
up to find the fire on the first floor and called 911. An assistant fire marshal 
also testified yesterday saying they couldn’t rule out arson, or even Molotov 
cocktails causing the fire, but no cause was ever found.

More people in Calif. can afford a home now according to the California 
Association of Realtors. The latest report by the group says more 
Californians could afford to buy a home the first quarter of this year because 
of lower mortgage interest rates, lower home prices and higher income 
levels. The report shows the amount of homebuyers in the first quarter for a 
median-priced, existing single-family home was up to 32 percent from 28 
percent the last quarter of 2018, and a bit more than the 31 percent from 
one year ago. Those buying a home had to have a minimum annual income 
of $114,5,000 to get a $545,000 home That would get them about a $3,000 
monthly mortgage with a 20 percent down payment and interest rate of 
about 4.5 percent.

The Summer Food Program for the Ukiah Unified School District is on for 
the Summer. The Seamless Summer Food Program has FREE meals for 
children when school is not in session. Any child 18 years old or younger 
can take part regardless of income. They also do not need to be going to 
Summer School or any other program to get free meals. Breakfast and 
lunch are provided Monday – Friday, except at Todd Grove Park, where 
there will only be lunch served.  It’s happening otherwise at Ukiah High, 
Grace Hudson Elementary and Yokayo Elementary except for July 4th.

A man from Mendocino County is dead after a crash over the long holiday 
weekend along coastal Highway 1. The California Highway Patrol reports 
the driver in a 1991 Honda headed north on Hwy. 1 and made a left turn in 
front of another car by the Jack Peters bridge near the Village of Mendocino. 
Officers say the cars hit broadside then the Honda driver died. He’s 
described as a 48-year-old man. Cops are investigating if alcohol was a 
factor. The other driver, a man from Portland OR had minor injuries and his 
female passenger was not injured.



Six people in Clearlake have been arrested after a special law enforcement 
operation to crack down on high risk offenders on parole and probation. 
Police had officers out at more than a dozen locations working with 
probation and parole officers. Those arrested were for parole violations, 
warrants and narcotics offenses. Ten people cited or arrested in all. Four for 
warrants and five for parole violations. One of those, Douglas Anderson 
also charged for suspicion of possession of drug paraphernalia. The Record 
Bee reports at least two people arrested were registered sex offenders. All 
of the arrests at the end of April.

Emergency responders say a man who crashed his pickup off a rural road 
on the Sonoma Coast near Mendocino County is lucky to be alive. The CHP 
says Samuel Coria’s car rolled 100 feet down an embankment and 
overturned in the Gualala River. They say then he got out of the partially 
submerged truck and climbed back up the steep embankment, walked a 
mile in the rain and got help. The man was taken to Stanford Medical Center 
after the crash Sunday afternoon and is said to be in stable condition. He 
apparently told police he fell asleep and thinks he was tossed out of the 
truck as it rolled. Firefighters who went to the crash scene used a rope to 
rappel down to the man’s truck and say they’re not sure how he climbed his 
way out of the remote area.

A black bear has been returned to the wilderness after climbing up a tree in 
a Lakeport neighborhood. Lake Co News reports the bear was spotted 
Monday morning and Lakeport police got a bunch of calls about the animal 
around N. Main Street and Rose Avenue. One resident posted video on 
Facebook of the bear wondering around her yard. Police and Fish and 
Wildlife officers came to the area and say the bear was not aggressive and 
didn’t pose any danger. They told residents to stay inside anyway as a 
precaution. Eventually the animal was shot with a tranquilizer, put into a 
vehicle for transport and taken to South Cow Mountain.

One person is dead after a motorcycle crashes with a car on Highway 20. 
The accident late last night west of Nice. The California Highway Patrol 
reports it was a Harley Davidson and at least one car, maybe two. 
Northshore Fire were out at the scene after reports there was a fatality. And 
both lanes of the highway were closed for a while for the investigation.

A shooting reported in the Kelseyville area over the holiday weekend. One 
man reported in critical condition after the Sunday night shooting in the 6300 
block of Soda Bay Road. Police say the man shot had been walking near a 
market with two friends and was confronted by two other men, then the 
victim was shot in the leg. He’s reported in critical condition. And the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Major Crimes unit is investigating. They say, so far, they 
have no suspect.

Unemployment rate going down in Lake County. Lake Co News reports a 
major improvement for the month of April in line with the nationwide jobless 
rate, which is also improving. But the California Employment Development 
Department report shows the state’s unemployment rate didn’t change 
much. In Lake County, April’s unemployment rate was 5.1 percent, down 
from 6.2 percent in March and 5.3 percent the same time last year. The 
state’s unemployment rate still at 4.3 percent from a month before and a 
year before. Mendocino’s rate at 4.1 percent, a whopping 15.7 percent 
though for Colusa County and way down to 2.6 percent in Sonoma.

A man from Ukiah accused of taking a bail bond agents car and for stealing 
two other cars and thousands worth of tools and equipment has been 
arrested in New Mexico.
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Gregory Crumple arrested last week at a motel in Moriarty. He was also 
found with a stolen Jeep. The California Highway Patrol’s Clear Lake Area 
office also reports he was involved in multiple thefts and a car chase with a 
CHP officer May 16th. The pickup he was in was stolen and found with 
several thousand dollars’ worth of stolen property in it. Lake Co News 
reports he was also wanted for drug sales and criminal threats and stealing 
a Sacramento area bail bond agent’s car in Lower Lake in January. No word 
when he might be extradited back to Lake County.

A man from Washington state on the run from cops, runs out of gas and 
gets arrested. The Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office reports Jeremy 
Thomas of Shoreline, Wash., arrested after his stolen SUV stopped running. 
He apparently put diesel in it, it takes gas. It happened as cops were 
responding to a domestic disturbance after his stepdad said he threatened 
him with a gun and fired it. He apparently left the home with his girlfriend 
and their 3-year-old, launching a search for several hours. But when a 
woman called a tow truck for a dead battery, Thomas was arrested.

It’s a first, fire officials in Sonoma County going out to thousands of rural 
homes to inspect them to be sure they’re in compliance with tree trimming, 
grass cutting and other fire safety reasons. They’re looking for “defensible 
space” around homes so they are easier to protect from wildfires. Cal Fire’s 
been doing these sorts of inspections for a while, but they’re voluntary. Now 
with the support of the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors inspections 
will begin next month. Those who don’t comply with assessments will be 
fined as much as $1,000 or more if they don’t comply within 45 days. And if 
the county has to clear trees or brush, the owner will be billed for the cost.

A powerless explosive device found near Redway. The Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s dept. reports getting a call for a possible explosive device, seeing 
what looked like an oxygen tank with a fuse wire. The device was rendered 
safe by the Sheriff’s Office Explosive Ordnance Disposal team. They say 
there was an explosive material in the tank, but also say it didn’t seem it had 
been placed where it was found intentionally and probably washed 
downriver from an unknown location. They ask anyone who may see a 
suspicious object in their community, to call 911.

A woman from Ukiah has been killed after a crash on the 101 in Hopland. 
The Hopland Fire Protection District reports someone saw the car on its roof 
in the Russian River near Frog Woman or Squaw Rock. The Hopland Fire 
Chief at the scene first near mile marker 5 on Hwy 101 finding the woman in 
her car. They’re not sure how long it had been since the crash, the car was 
about 50 feet from the highway. They say the 69-year-old woman was 
driving south on the Hwy and came off the road, hit an embankment and 
rolled into the river, landing on her roof.  Several emergency responders on 
the scene last night. They lifted the woman’s body out of the river in a 
helicopter.

A worldwide movement to bring awareness to hunger comes to Ukiah. 
Plowshares Peace and Justice Center in Ukiah is holding the Empty Bowls 
event June 1st, the 13th time they’re hosting the yearly event. The interim 
director for Plowshares telling the Daily Journal, the event is at the same 
time they’ve expanded Meals-on-Wheels after a grant from the Community 
Foundation. Empty Bowls has historically raised as much as $40,000 for the 
nonprofit. There are about 200 bowls from local art studios donated this 
year. Those who buy a ticket get to choose one to bring home after they 
have some gourmet soup. It’s $75 to attend. That includes food, soup and 
wine or beer.

For more information about Plowshares or the Empty Bowls event, call 462-
8582.



A woman from Ukiah’s been arrested after it’s found five children she was 
caring for were being abused. Police say 74-year-old Audrey Hernandez 
was arrested after a report about a girl with several significant and 
suspicious injuries from abuse. Hernandez her guardian, and of four other 
children between four and 15 years old. The five now in the care of Child 
Protective Services personnel. Hernandez charged with felony injury to a 
child and four counts of misdemeanor child abuse and held on $65,000 bail. 
Cops served a search warrant at the woman’s house and say they found 
evidence of suspected child abuse.

Candidates are being interviewed for a seat on the board of the Ukiah Valley 
Fire District. At a special meeting tonight, the board will interview Pete 
Bushby and Cheryl Edgar, the only two candidates. The seat needs to be 
filled by June 9th. Bushby is a recently retired captain of the Ukiah Valley 
Fire Authority who spent nearly 4 decades as a firefighter and is still a 
volunteer. And Edgar says she’s the “first female volunteer for Ukiah Valley 
Fire”. She also volunteers with 4-H, several school organizations and the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue team.

A couple of batting cages are coming to ball fields in Willits. At the City 
Council meeting last week, the subject came up for two batting cages to be 
built at Lofling and Gallups-Seaton ball fields. The payment thru a donation, 
and the Council gave the idea unanimous approval. Local vendors will build 
the cages so teams can practice in them as games are being held. Much of 
the work will also be done by neighborhood volunteers. The City Manager 
remarked they’d look at the plans to make sure it’s safe. The Willits 
Redwood Local League serves kids between 4 and 15 years old in Willits, 
Laytonville and the surrounding area.

Congressman Jared Huffman adding his name to a list of those in the 
House of Representatives calling for impeachment proceedings against 
Pres. Trump. Huffman says the word ‘inquiry’ comes up a lot and says many 
believe that should start. He says there are so far no calls to go directly to 
vote on the house floor like back in 1998 against President Clinton. But he 
did say, hearings should begin so it can be put into proper context for the 
American people and to dispel, quote “frivolous legal arguments from the 
White House” saying Congress doesn’t have a legitimate legislative purpose 
for impeachment.

Beefed up patrols in Lake County over the long holiday weekend garner 
some arrests. The California Highway Patrol reporting many arrested across 
the state and more than 20 died on state highways last weekend. There 
were over 740 DUI arrests the first 30 hours of the statewide campaign and 
nearly 350 of those were in the first six hours of the enforcement period. For 
Lake County, there were at least six drunk driving incidents. Three in 
Clearlake and two arrests, only one in Lakeport over the weekend. And the 
CHP in Clearlake made one DUI arrest.

Two men from Kelseyville have been arrested related to a shooting over the 
weekend.  Lake Co News reports 23 year old Sergio Alberto Fuentes and 29 
year old Juan Manuel Renteria were arrested Sunday after they were 
identified as suspects after a man was shot in the leg and critically injured. 
Cops say the men confronted the victim and the friends he was walking with 
Sunday night, shooting the victim in his thigh. The victim still in critical 
condition. Cops say they have reason to believe Fuentes was the shooter, 
and that both suspects are thought to be gang members. The two in Lake 
County Jail on several charges including assault with a deadly weapon and 
battery with serious bodily injury. They’re both due in court tomorrow.
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A woman from Clearlake one of the arrests over the long holiday weekend 
in Lake County. Cops say 42 year old Shana Lee Smith was arrested after a 
solo car crash that injured her and her passenger. They say she was 
headed east on Highway 20 in her SUV and crossed over the double yellow 
lines, then off the highway into a dirt embankment on the north side of the 
road, blocking part of the highway. She was then trapped in the SUV and 
had to be removed by Northshore Fire Protection personnel. She had 
moderate injuries and her passenger was also injured and taken to the 
hospital. Smith arrested where the crash happened for DUI.

A new report says the federal government’s not doing what it can to stop 
wildfires. The President previously blamed California wildfires on “gross 
mismanagement” of forests. But the study by a Univ. of Idaho researcher in 
the journal “Fire” says controlled burns, which are successful at clearing 
brush and restoring ecosystems, has been declining by federal agencies 
over the last 20 years in the west. It says that could mean more catastrophic 
wildfires could come. The study looking at prescribed burns set between 
1998 and 2018 by asome agencies under the Interior Department umbrella 
and by state fire agencies showing every year there was a 5% increase in 
the amount of land that burned, mostly in the southeastern U.S. And in the 
west, including Northern and Southern California, prescribed burns were 
down or plateaued. The study shows instead of controlled burns, more 
money was spent on personnel and equipment to put fires out and there 
wasn’t a lot of money left for controlled burns.

Three people found dead in Butte County. The Sheriff’s office says deputies 
went to a woman’s home in Oroville last night after her brother said he had 
not seen her for more than a week and went to her house. He reported a 
smell coming from the home, then after opening a window, he saw her on 
the floor. The Sheriff’s Dept. says three people were dead in the house and 
they’re investigating the deaths as “suspicious.” They’ve not said how any of 
the victims died but are reaching out to the public for help regarding possible 
suspicious circumstances related to the case.

Labels on wine bottles that say Mendocino on it unanimously approved by 
the Board of Supervisors. The board said yes to a letter of support for 
Mendocino Winegrowers, Inc. for the conjunctive labeling on wine bottles to 
hopefully bring the grape value up. The Daily Journal reports this sort of 
labeling shows the wine’s county of origin and its sub-regions. There are 
other counties in the state with this type of labeling, including: Napa, 
Sonoma and Monterey. The newspaper reports studies show the 
conjunctive labeling there raised awareness of the county besides the wine 
growing sub-regions of the Russian River Valley, Dry Creek Valley, and 
Green Valley. If the local wine industry also approves the labeling, Sen. 
Mike McGuire could introduce legislation on the matter.

Applause all around as lawmakers approve a bill regarding police force 
standards. The Assembly approved the bill to make it harder for cops to 
legally justify killing someone. The bill passed 67 to 0, 13 members 
abstained. If the bill makes it to the floor and the senate and finally to the 
governor, it would mean police could only use lethal force if “necessary” to 
defend human life. Right now it’s allowed if reasonable. The ACLU argues 
the current law allows cops to justify their reasoning except the most flagrant 
misconduct. Some police groups were against it, but after wording was 
changed, most came around to support it.



After a 4 year closure, the public’s invited to the Middletown Art Center for 
the Sculpture Walk. It’s the 14th season of the EcoArts Sculpture Walk at 
the Middletown Trailside Park. The park had been closed after the Valley 
Fire burned the area. The Program Director at the park says they’re seeing 
a lot of regrowth there of trees, shrubs, grass and wildflowers. The Sculpture 
Walk was very popular before the fire devastated the area. It’s being held at 
a new location at the park, on the South East side. They’re calling the 
exhibit this year, LOCUS in honor of the park’s recovery after the fire. For 
more info visit http://www.middletownartcenter. org.

The Calif. Insurance Commissioner asking insurance companies to extend 
temporary living expenses given to wildfire survivors after the massive 
October 2017 firestorm. Commissioner Ricardo Lara apparently pressuring 
insurance companies to allow for a third year of temporary living expenses 
due to rebuilding construction delays. He apparently had a closed-door 
session with more than 3 dozen Sonoma County fire survivors who lived 
thru the Tubbs fire. Only 10% have rebuilt. State law says insurance 
companies only have to pay up to two years of living expenses, that’ll end in 
October.

Former Mendocino Deputy Derek Paoli is retiring. The Sheriff’s Dept. put out 
a statement to congratulate him. He started as a reservist for the Ukiah 
Police Department after graduating the Police Academy in 1985. Then he 
worked in Corrections for the Sheriff’s Office as a Corrections Deputy, 
Corrections Corporal, and Jail Training Officer. Then he was promoted to 
work in the field and was a Patrol Deputy, Field Training Officer, Court 
Security, Team Leader of the Crisis Negotiations Team, and Search and 
Rescue Liaison on missing/lost persons cases.

A woman from Covelo already in prison related to a missing person’s case, 
is found guilty of welfare fraud. The Mendocino County DA’s office reports 
21 year old Antonia Dulce Bautista Dalson already in prison for being an 
accessory to a felony gun charge by defendant Negie Fallis. Fallis in prison 
related on gun charges connected to the disappearance of Khadijah Britton. 
Dalson was set to go to preliminary hearing on the fraud charges, then 
admitted guilt as part of a plea deal with the DA for eight more months in jail 
on top of the 18 mos. she’s serving for the Fallis case. She will just have to 
serve 13 months in all, then she will have 18 additional months of 
mandatory supervision. For the plea agreement, she had charges of perjury 
and a special allegation tossed. It all happened after she was getting 
welfare for two children she gave up custody of.

A big helicopter that does water drops on fires in Lake County is primed and 
ready to go. Lake Co News reports Boggs Mountain Copter 104 is staffed 
for the 2019 fire season. The chopper will start training in Lake County the 
next few weeks. Cal Fire with the info so community members don’t think 
there’s a real fire, and that’s it’s just a normal training exercise to prepare for 
this fire season. They say it’s vital for their mission success that crews are 
trained properly so they can be efficient and safe during fires, rescues, and 
helping with prescribed burns.

http://www.middletownartcenter/


Lakeport getting ahead of July 4th celebrations with the police chief telling 
the City Council about his plans on illegal fireworks. Chief Brad Rasmussen 
updating the City Council this week on his plan for fireworks, patrol and 
enforcement during a 30-day period around the holiday. That starts in about 
2 and a half weeks, going from June 17 to July 16. Rasmussen says the 
city’s parklands and Will-O-Point are where they find the most illegal 
fireworks. So they’ll be conducting patrols in those areas every day as 
staffing levels permit and as deemed necessary. They will also set up a 
command post at City Hall during the enforcement period. The chief says 
they’ll also work closely with firefighters and says he’s expecting similar 
issues to last year where there were a lot of illegal fireworks.

A small paint spill had to be cleaned up after a semi has a leak. Lake Co 
News reports the CHP said it wasn’t a major hazard though. It happened 
last Wednesday on Highway 20 east of Old Long Valley Rd. the semi was 
leaking red paint, then stopped on the shoulder. Northshore Fire Protection 
District, the CHP and Caltrans were on the scene. Caltrans did the cleanup.

State lawmakers have been going back and forth about whether utility 
companies can be held liable for wildfires and decide to table the issue. The 
Gov. Gavin Newsom and the two leaders in the legislature say instead they 
will move to get other changes made if regulators find the companies acted 
responsibly. It comes after PG&E is accused of causing several fires across 
Northern Calif. in October of 2017 and the Camp Fire in Butte County last 
year. The commission on Catastrophic Wildfire Cost and Recovery created 
last year after the 2017 wildfire season.

Lawmakers in the California Assembly barely pass a tenants rights bill. It 
puts a cap on rent as the state is at a near crisis for affordable housing. The 
bill heads to the Senate and if it passes there it would mean California would 
be the second state in the US to limit yearly rent increases. That means 
millions of properties currently not covered by local rent control rules would 
be now. The bill’s author says it would protect the state’s most vulnerable. 
The bill applies to the majority of properties without local rent control 
ordinances, but was amended so properties less than ten years old are 
excluded.

A murderer in Fortuna from back in the early 1990s faces new manslaughter 
charges in connection to the death of a Humboldt County investigator. 
Stephen Chiara of Fairfield was convicted before for murder for hire plot, 
now faces four charges, including vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, 
driving without a license and DUI causing bodily injury. He’s accused of 
driving a Harley Davidson motorcycle that crashed on a highway in Fairfield 
and lost control. He had a passenger who was ejected and died at a 
hospital. She worked in the Humboldt County Public Defender’s Office. 
Chiara accused of being drunk and on drugs at the time of the crash. He’s 
also on parole and was not allowed to drink or drive without a license.

An interim CFO has been hired at Mendocino Coast District Hospital. The 
hospital’s board of directors voted on the hire last week at the same time the 
board’s finance committee hears from some doctors they’re concerned the 
new electronic health records system isn’t ready yet. Doran Hammett is the 
new interim CFO. The interim CEO, Wayne Allen had been filling that 
position too. He filled the board in on the finances. With the budget yet to 
even be discussed, Allen said all dollars were already being spent. Allen 
says the hospital needs more cash and is getting calls from creditors. So far 
no agreements on possible partnerships or a buyout. And a new electronic 
health records system by Meditech may not be ready, as promised by July 
1st.
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An open house held for Redwood Elementary for the school’s 
65th anniversary. Last Thursday there was a book fair and silent auction as 
well as visits by several former staffers and teachers who created a 65th 
Anniversary Photo Museum. The Advocate newspaper reports there were 
displays all around one classroom showcasing some of the schools major 
milestones, including the playground which was built out of a trust fund that 
was started by the school’s first principal. Some of the other photos included 
the construction of the school’s Rainbow Farm, volunteer Saturday work 
parties and more. 

The Mendocino County Office of Education along with the county elections 
dept. launching a campaign to get younger voters to participate. The 
countywide youth voter registration project is paid for by the League of 
Women Voters of Mendocino County. Nearly 2 dozen volunteers have put 
together 1,000 voter information packets and handed them out at high 
school civics classrooms and public events. They visited 14 schools in all 
and Mendocino College, getting students registered to vote. The Youth 
Voter Registration Project is non-partisan with no support for any political 
campaigns or specific legislation, only to encourage students’ civic 
engagement.

Updates at the latest Measure B meeting. The Mental Health Treatment Act 
Citizen’s Oversight Committee put together after the Mental Health initiative 
passed. The meeting this month, the first in two months after April’s meeting 
was canceled. They saw a spending report on the Measure’s funding 
showing since February of 2018, there’s nearly $7.5M. This is after just 
under a year of collecting taxes. They’ve now decided to bring in a Project 
Manager to get organized and manage the entire project. So far 24 
applications have come in and they’re reviewing them. They’re also looking 
at buildings where Residential Unit(s), Crisis Stabilization Unit(s), and a 24 
Hour Psychiatric Inpatient Health Facility could go.

A woman killed in a crash off the 101 near Frog Woman Rock has been 
identified. The CHP says 69 year old Suzanne Bentley was driving the car 
that somehow ended up in the Russian River. Someone walking their dog 
Tuesday afternoon saw the car on its roof in the river south of Hopland. The 
CHP says the woman was headed south and hit an embankment near mile 
marker 5, rolled and her car landed on its roof. They’ve not figured out how 
long before the crash scene was found that the woman crashed. An autopsy 
will be done to determine more.

Firefighters needed across the state and in Sonoma County, job postings 
are popping up. PG&E is hiring their own firefighters for the first time. 
They’re reportedly looking for at least 50 firefighters in high fire danger 
areas, including the North Bay. There’s also concern it may create a 
competitive job market, with pay rates unaffordable for some of the smaller 
fire companies. The money for hires becomes available after fire district tax 
measures like we just saw in Lakeport. In Sonoma County the Board of 
Supervisors also added cash for that area’s struggling firefighting agencies.

After the October 2017 firestorm in Sonoma County, the owner of a luxury 
apartment complex in Santa Rosa found guilty of price gouging, which is 
illegal in Calif. Now the Fountaingrove apartments owner has been ordered 
pay almost $60,000 in penalties and restitution. The Sonoma County District 
Attorney’s Office says rents were hiked up over the 10% cap allowed by the 
state for about 20 tenants. The rules are in place in Calif during a state of 
emergency. The owner said it was the last management company who was 
to blame for the mistake, then they apparently cooperated with prosecutors 
after a formal complaint by a former tenant.



A man from Forestville accused of killing three people, including his brother 
going to trial. Shaun Gallon’s lawyer had asked for more time to prepare for 
the case. The man’s accused of killing his brother in their home in 
Forestville in 2017 and a couple from the Midwest who were camping on 
Fish Head Beach back in 2004. But the judge ordered the cases to move 
forward. Gallon was arrested for his brother’s death and court documents 
say he wrote a letter to investigators saying he’d talk to them about the 
Jenner beach case. He was then fingered as the only suspect in the case. 
The death penalty off the table after the Governor put a moratorium on it 
while he’s in office.

More thunderstorms could be headed to Lake County. Lake Co News 
reports the latest forecast has a possibility of afternoon thunderstorms today 
into Saturday and Sunday, but fear not, it should be back to sunny and 
warm temps next week. Light winds are expected over the weekend with 
highs in the upper 80s and into the low 90s next week. There was a flash 
flood warning last night due to the forecast. And the news site reports they 
had reports of torrential rain, hail, thunder and lightning in some areas of 
Lake County.

A man from Kelseyville arrested after a traffic stop found with a bunch of 
drugs and cash.  25 year old Leopoldo Bravo arrested last week for a 
vehicle equipment violation and was searched since he’s on probation out of 
Los Angeles County for selling heroin. The search turned up more than one 
ounce of cocaine, 100 opioid pills and almost $2,000 in cash. He was 
arrested on possession or purchase for sale of narcotics of a controlled 
substance, possession of a controlled substance for sale, sale or transfer of 
non-narcotic controlled substance, and transportation or sales of narcotics 
and controlled substances, with bail set at $35,000.

An inmate’s been killed at a prison in Northern Calif and two other prisoners 
are suspected in his murder. The 63 year old stabbed to death in the 
exercise yard at California State Prison, Sacramento yesterday. Corrections 
officers say two inmates were fighting with the victim so they used pepper 
spray and a blast grenade to stop the altercation. The man who was killed 
was behind bars for life without chance of parole. One of the two suspects is 
serving time for a murder in Sacramento County and the other’s serving 22-
years for an attempted murder in Orange County.

A couple of schools on lock down in Northern Calif. This morning Santa 
Rosa High School was put on lockdown. Police say it was only a precaution 
as officers investigated an incident. That’s the only statement that went out 
to parents. They only said the lockdown and shelter in place order were 
precautionary as graduation ceremonies are set for tonight at the school.  
And yesterday in Crescent City, another lockdown after reports a student on 
the Castle Rock campus had a firearm. On the Del Norte County Unified 
School District’s Facebook page it said they found a kid with a BB gun and 
they were arrested. Then the lockdown was lifted and classes were back in 
session. The Sheriff’s office was still investigating.

The Del Norte County Sheriff’s Department, noting that this was a “difficult 
call,” thanked the Crescent City Police Department, California Highway 
Patrol and Del Norte County Probation for their assistance.
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A man who attended the BottleRock Music Festival in Napa has been 
arrested after a woman says she was assaulted in a porta potty. Peterson 
Fontes of Richmond seen acting suspiciously behind a portable restroom 
last Sunday. He was confronted by a festival staff member after several 
restrooms at the festival site were tampered with. Police say the festival had 
been on alert, working with Napa police and additional security measures 
were taken after the woman called 911 saying she was touched 
inappropriately in a restroom. Apparently a wall to the restroom was 
compromised somehow so a suspect got inside. Surveillance footage and 
other evidence found Fontes was near the area at the time, so he’s charged 
with suspicion of felony penetration by a foreign object, burglary, felony 
vandalism and misdemeanor peeking while loitering.

The State Assembly has passed a bill so folks working side jobs have the 
same rights as those getting minimum wage and workers compensation. 
The bill heading to the senate next would outline whether workers are 
employees or independent contractors. So those working for companies like 
Uber or Lyft could be classified differently if they’re controlled by their 
employer unless they’re free from their direction or control to work outside a 
company’s usual course of business. Some industries would be exempt 
though. Lyft has released a statement saying they’re against the legislation 
and the California News Publishers Association is already asking for an 
exemption to cover freelance journalists and newspaper carriers.

There could be blackouts during fire season as part of PG&E’s proposed 
wildfire prevention plan. The Press Democrat reports sweeping areas of 
Sonoma County could be in the dark during dry, windy conditions this year. 
If the utility company thinks high winds and low humidity could lead to a fire 
in the Mayacamas Mountains, they may deactivate transmission lines which 
The Geysers power plants to central Sonoma County. It could affect up to 
100,000 people without power indefinitely. The utility company had said 
before it would only de-energize distribution lines, which are smaller cables, 
but the new plan includes larger transmission lines, like the kind Cal Fire 
says caused the Camp fire.

The annual budget hearing is being held by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors. The meeting tomorrow to finalize the budget for the 2019-2020 
fiscal year. The Daily Journal reports the final budget could be finalized at 
the meeting in two weeks if all is in order. Budget deliberations continuing 
into Wednesday after budget planning workshops this spring that included 
presentations by county departments. Those showed the General Fund 
budget was over in several departments including the County Counsel, 
Human Resources and the Public Defenders office.

The East Gobbi Street underground utilities project may be tabled. This after 
the City Council said last week it may consider rejecting the bids submitted 
for the project. The Daily Journal reports three contractors submitted bids for 
the Undergrounding Project to move phone, electric and cable lines 
underground, like on East Perkins Street. But the bids were apparently way 
higher than what the estimates were, with the lowest coming in at more than 
2 million dollars. The estimate was around $1.4 million. The City Council’s 
allowing for some revisions to the planned work, then there could be a rebid. 
Then it will go back to the council for action.



A draft resolution being considered in Lake County to amend the county’s 
zoning ordinance on where communication towers and antennae can be 
placed. The work in alignment with safety steps already taken against 
hazardous vegetation. The proposed ordinance looking at how close 
communications towers are to residential areas and how it impacts not only 
the safety of neighborhoods, but the aesthetic values of communities and 
neighborhoods. The proposed ordinance will set height requirements, 
setbacks from structures and high-power lines. In other business, the board 
is also discussing cannabis tax revenue and they’ll revisit a Planning 
Commission approved 85 foot tall tower in Kelseyville.

A budget workshop’s planned in Lakeport ahead of the next City Council 
meeting. The council will also consider appointing a new planning 
commissioner after there was a resignation last month. Plus they’ll look at 
deferring fees for a new housing project. The City Manager will also present 
a proposal to the council to defer wastewater connection fees and water 
capacity fees for a new affordable housing project, the Martin Street Family 
Apartments. The total is more than one million dollars. She says that’s so 
the project can move along consistent with the City’s General Plan and 
Housing Element and the State’s Housing Policy to provide affordable 
housing.

The first draft of the city of Clearlake’s Housing Element has been released. 
The City’s eight year update that outlines the city’s current housing 
conditions. It shows where development in the city can go up and looks at 
goals, policies and programs too. There’s also another public workshop on 
the Housing Element tomorrow night in City Hall then the document will be 
prepared for submittal to the state’s Department of Housing and Community 
Development where it will be reviewed for compliance with state housing 
codes. If all is well, the document will be adopted by the planning 
commission and city council in late summer.

The old Kelsey Creek Schoolhouse is being moved and the school district is 
looking for proposals. The Kelseyville Unified School District looking for 
ideas from nonprofits who want to restore or maintain the old schoolhouse. 
The board of trustees decided to donate the 148-year-old building to a 
nonprofit. The building needs repairs including broken siding, painting and 
new windows. The structure may also stay where it is or be moved. All 
proposals are due by Wednesday, July 31st.

For more information, contact Kelseyville Unified Superintendent Dave 
McQueen at 707-279-1511.

A former employee of famed French Laundry chef Thomas Keller is suing 
for discrimination. Vanessa Scott-Allen trying for $5 million in damages 
related to alleged sex discrimination and violation of pregnancy disability 
leave and she apparently wants to take it to trial. Her lawyer says there’s a 
“culture of misogyny in fine dining” and says management found out she 
was pregnant then backpedaled on a wanted job transfer to Calif. from the 
restaurant in New York. She was a captain or head waiter making well into 
six figures. Menus at the restaurants start at $355 per person.

The amount of snow the state of Calif. got this year more than when it 
ended the drought a couple years ago. The snowpack in the Sierra Nevada 
measured 202% of average for this time of year. The state was hit by 
massive storms all winter and into spring. There were even flash flood 
warnings this weekend in the central and southern sections of Calif. 
Normally this time of year the snowpack averages about 6%. In 2017, when 
the snowpack helped pull the state out of a historic 5-year drought, it 
measured 190% of average. The snowpack gives the state about 30 
percent of water needs.
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The Gov. expressing concern about putting tougher rules in place for 
medical exemptions for children’s vaccinations. Lawmakers have been 
considering a measure to where public health officials, not local doctors 
would have the authority to decide what children can skip shots before 
attending school. It comes after a rise in measles cases. The Gov at the 
California Democratic Party Convention this weekend saying even though 
he supports immunization, he’s not sure if government officials should be 
the ones to decide vaccine exemptions.

Its been three years since marijuana became legal for recreational use. And 
there’s still no state statistics on marijuana related arrests or car crashes.  
Apparently federal law makes studies a little more challenging, but the 
Center for Medical Cannabis Research at UC San Diego is about to release 
a three-year, state-funded study into effective roadside tests for marijuana 
impairment. There are apparently some law enforcement agencies in the 
state that will be tracking cannabis and driving related data. It’s illegal 
though like driving while drunk in Calif. You cannot drive impaired.

A man in Northern Calif. has been shot and killed by police. Cops in Walnut 
Creek say a man with mental health issues came at them with a crowbar. 
They say they first tried firing bean bags to stop the man, but it didn’t work, 
and he came at them, so they fired their guns. It happened after a woman 
called 911 saying her 23 year old grandson had threatened her. Police also 
say there was another call from a neighbor who reported a man w/a metal 
crowbar wearing a red bandanna over his head and face was banging on 
their door.

A woman thought to be taking a selfie at Emerald Bay at Lake Tahoe and 
died was apparently not doing that at all and just slipped. Mom of three, 35 
year old Stephanie Espinosa reportedly lost her footing when trying to reach 
for a tree branch and went over Eagle Falls last week. Her brother says she 
was not taking a selfie and didn’t even have her phone with her when she 
fell. Fire officials are now warning people going to the area not to 
underestimate the power of waterfalls and rivers.Cal Fire has set up an air attack base at the Ukiah Airport ahead of this fire 
season. The Daily Journal reports there will be two 1,200-gallon air tankers 
at the airport and there will be more crews brought to the area for the 
season. There will also be a chopper in Willits to chip in during fire season. 
The whole rotation of tankers and the helicopter put in place this past 
weekend and will be here until the rainy season in the fall. The airplanes 
and crews will be assigned to Ukiah and Mendocino County, but may also 
chip in elsewhere, and may reportedly head to Oregon or Nevada if they’re 
not needed locally. The newspaper also reports Cal Fire has been preparing 
all winter for wildfire season and were first involved in vegetation 
management.

A Wool Growers Field Day has been held by The Hopland Research and 
Extension Center. The event last Saturday on the obstacles in Mendocino 
County raising sheep and goats. The event featured several local groups 
including the North Bay Wool Growers Association, Full Circle Wool, 
Shephard Ranch and Wild Oat Hollow. There were talks and 
demonstrations all day that included grazing, sheep and wool production, 
shearing, sheepdog training and even sheep/goat cheese tasting.

The yearly Search and Rescue Helicopter Training at Lake Mendocino has 
been held. For the fourth year training over a weekend for more than 2 
dozen agencies including the California National Guard, Mendocino County 
Search and Rescue, Napa County Sheriff Volunteer Search & Rescue, Cal 
Fire Mendocino Unit, Ukiah Valley Fire and the Cal OES. The Sheriff’s 
Office says the goal was to educate rescue volunteers si they’re better 
prepared for random issues that could come up in a search operation.



A legal motion’s been filed to make sure the state’s cell phone system can 
work even in the case of a massive wildfire. As we’ve heard over the last 
couple of years during major events, there was no cell service due to 
damage to cell towers and electrical lines. Now the Public Advocates’ office 
at the California Public Utilities Commission trying to avert that again. During 
the Camp Fire last year, there were 66 cell phone sites either damaged or 
out of service. So the advocates want the Commission to require carriers to 
have backup batteries or generators at their sites in high risk fire zones so 
emergency alerts can go out and 911 calls get answered.

A union representing 4,000 Kaiser Permanente mental health workers 
across the state is going on strike. The union announced yesterday they’d 
walk out next week as a protest against massive staffing shortages and too 
low pay. The strike set to start next Tuesday unless a deal can be reached 
before that. It could affect almost 100 Kaiser therapists and mental health 
workers in Sonoma County. The National Union of Healthcare Workers 
leaders say Kaiser’s contract proposals are to hire more temporary staff 
rather than full-time therapists and full timers have too much work for too 
little pay.

A man in Lucerne’s been arrested after a report of an assault at a local park. 
The Lake County Sheriff’s Dept reports getting a call to Alpine Park last 
Friday afternoon finding a man there with a major head injury. Witnesses 
say another man, in his 20’s walked up yelling at the victim for supposedly 
urinating in front of children.  The victim says his back was to the suspect 
who punched him in the head causing him to fall to the ground.  The 
suspect then ran from the park. Witnesses id’d him as Taylor Rolan Fabisch 
of Upper Lake.  He was arrested the next day and admitted he was at the 
park the day before, but that he never assaulted anyone. He was booked for 
Battery with Serious Bodily Injury anyway, with bail set at $30,000.

A trucker in Northern Calif. has rescued a rare, all white fawn and taken to a 
rescue center. The Sacramento Bee reports the small albino deer was found 
in the middle of a road in Woodland. Kindred Spirits Fawn Rescue says it 
was about 3-weeks-old and its mother has not been found. The Rescue 
says it’s the first time they’ve seen an albino deer since they’ve been 
operating the rescue and rehabilitation center where they can help 50 to 80 
fawns a year.

Bank of America has donated its former bank building in Lakeport so the 
city’s using it as a new community center. And for that, a public ceremony 
and celebration. On Friday, city officials are presenting a plaque for the 
building donation for those responsible. The festivities start at 2 p.m. at 500 
N. Main St., with city leaders and council members on hand. A tour of the 
space will follow. The bank building closed in November 2017 because of 
less customers physically coming into the building and using online services 
or mobile devices instead. The city got money from a Community 
Development Block Grant to study ways for revitalization and feedback from 
the community was that a community center was a primary need in 
Lakeport.



POST MALONE – WOW

TAYLOR SWIFT – ME

KHALID – TALK

ED SHEERAN – I DON’T CARE

SHAWN MENDES – IF I CAN’T HAVE YOU

KELLY CLARKSON – BROKEN & BEAUTIFUL

PANIC! AT THE DISCO – HEY LOOK MA, I MADE IT

ANDY GRAMMER – DON’T GIVE UP ON ME

JONAS BROTHERS – COOL

PINK – WALK ME HOME

BILLIE EILISH – WHEN THE PARTY’S OVER

BILLIE EILISH – BAD GUY

DADDY YANKEE & KATY PERRY – CON CALMA

Healthcare services at Adventist Health Clear Lake expanding into Lucerne. 
The company is taking over a practice, that of Dr. Robert Gardner and two 
advanced practice providers. They’ll all join the Adventist Health Clear Lake 
team. The office in the old Lucerne Community Clinic at 6300 East Highway 
20 in Lucerne.  There are also offices already in Clearlake, Hidden Valley 
Lake, Kelseyville, Lakeport, Lower Lake and Middletown. The healthcare 
company says they’re committed to Lake County for quality healthcare and 
are excited Dr. Gardner has joined their team serving the Lucerne 
community. The other two practitioners in Lucerne are Physican’s Asst. Joe 
Geare and therapist, Deborah Johnson.

A little shaking going on in Cobb. A couple of moderately sized earthquakes 
shook the area. Lake Co News reports last night around dinner time, a 3.9-
magnitude quake at 6:44 p.m. then a 3.5-magnitude a minute later. The US 
Geological Survey reports the first one was about 4 miles west northwest of 
Cobb, just inside the Sonoma County line with about 77 shake reports 
associated with it. The smaller quake, was 3.2 miles southwest of Cobb, 
also centered in Sonoma County. Shake reports from Lake, Mendocino and 
Sonoma counties.

Adventist Health Ukiah Valley getting accolades, an A grade from Leapfrog. 
The group gives hospital safety grades, ranking 
Adventist Health Ukiah Valley one of the safest hospitals in the United 
States. The grading shows a hospital is committed to curbing errors, 
infections and accidents. The group takes into account various patient 
safety measures including low infection rates, patient falls, preventable 
complications from surgery and leadership engagement, clear 
communication of medication administration, staffing levels and provider 
communication.

A new Mendocino County Sheriff’s substation has opened in Mendocino. 
The Mendocino Headlands station opened to a celebratory hot dog roast 
May 22nd. Former Sheriffs Jim Tuso and Tony Craver were there as the 
current Sheriff Tom Allman spoke to those gathered there. The Sheriff says 
they’re not changing much about staffing but does say there will be more 
deputies patrolling using the new substation as a base. It’s an old carriage 
house that was supposed to be torn down in the 1970s. But Sheriff Allman 
says California State Parks provided the land and funding, then the 
Mendocino Historical Review Board helped with the building’s appearance 
to fit with historic Mendocino. It was also recently chosen for a Historic 
Preservation Award.

LIL NAS X –  OLD TOWN ROAD



HALSEY – NIGHTMARE

DAN + SHAY – SPEECHLESS

DEAN LEWIS – STAY AWAKE

BRYCE VINE – LA LA LAND

AJ MITCHELL – ALL MY FRIENDS

SHAED – TRAMPOLINE

LIZZO – JUICE

NOTD & FELIX JAEHN – SO CLOSE

5 SECONDS OF SUMMER – EASIER

TRAVIS SCOTT – WAKE UP

JENNIFER LOPEZ – MEDICINE

TWENTY ONE PILOTS – CHLORINE

MAX & QUINN XC11 – LOVE ME LESS

MARTIN GARRIX – SUMMER DAYS

ED SHEERAN – CROSS ME

A major crash on Highway 101 closed the freeway in Mendocino County for 
several hours. The crash last night took power down too after the driver 
crashed into a pole. One person in the car taken by medical helicopter to a 
hospital in Santa Rosa and another went to Howard Hospital in Willits. A 
third person was not injured. The crash reported near Laytonville last night, 
near Twin Pine Road. CHP reports an SUV rolled and landed on its roof and 
went down a steep embankment. There were reports that power lines hit a 
work truck, but no confirmation. The highway was totally closed for a time, 
then reopened to one way traffic until very early this morning.

A case of measles reported in Mendocino County. Mendocino County 
HHSA, Public Health confirms the case was someone who was traveling 
into the county Memorial Day weekend. It’s a warning for those not 
immunized against the disease about possible exposure. All of the visits 
were in Fort Bragg, Friday thru Sunday of the long holiday weekend at the 
Beachcomber Motel, at Django’s Rough Bar that Friday, Sea Pal Cove 
Restaurant on that Saturday, the Skunk Train Saturday, North Coast 
Brewing Saturday and David’s Deli that Sunday. The symptoms include 
fever, cough, runny nose, red eyes and a rash which can show up one to 
three weeks after exposure. Those at high risk include infants and children 
under 5, adults older than 20, pregnant women, and people with 
compromised immune systems like with leukemia and HIV.

PG&E will be putting up high def cameras and weather stations as we’ve 
been reporting. Now word, as part of the utility’s Community Wildfire Safety 
Program they’ve installed three cameras in Humboldt County. By the end of 
the year, PG&E should have as many as 600 weather stations and 100 
high-definition cameras in high fire-threat areas. It comes after the October 
2017 wildfire storm and the Camp Fire last year. The cameras and weather 
stations will help the utility forecast high fire-risk weather conditions and 
response efforts 24/7. So far 200 weather stations are up. Nearby counties 
that also have them include, Butte, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, 
Tehama, and Yuba. There are 25 cameras installed so far of the 100. With 
Napa, Lake and Yolo already getting those, among a handful of other 
counties too.
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A riot at a Northern Calif. fire camp. Kym Kemp reporting it happened at 
Alder Conservation Camp near Klamath with up to 50 inmates involved. It 
happened last night near the baseball field at the fire camp. No Cal Fire 
workers were injured during the riot. The news site reports there were at 
least three ambulances reporting to the scene. And a resident nearby 
posted on social media there were 10 California Highway Patrol cars, four 
Sheriff vehicles three or four park rangers, and at least two “fire units” and 
one ambulance responding to the camp. The camp provides inmate fire 
crews in the Humboldt-Del Norte Ranger areas.

Lake County preparing already for the Fair. The exhibitor handbooks are 
available so anyone interested can check it out. There were more than 
1,000 exhibits last year. There are also ideas for those interested, but don’t 
know exactly what they’d like to do. Copies of the free handbook are 
available now at the Fairgrounds’ Office. The 2019 Lake County Fair is 
August 29 – September 1, and the Fair theme is “Make a Splash!” For more 
information, call (707) 263-6181.

Fort Bragg is preparing for July 4th festivities. The city and the police dept 
are in the planning stages for the 4th for July Fireworks Display set for 
Saturday, July 6th. The city reports over the last several years, the event 
has ballooned in size around Noyo Beach. That’s lead police to change the 
way they handle the event. They will have officers on the beach and 
surrounding areas this year, looking for violations specifically related to 
fireworks, alcohol, and open fires. Those found in violation could get a ticket, 
be arrested or ejected from the event. On a lighter note the display can be 
seen from many areas including Pomo Bluffs Park, Noyo Beach, and the 
South Coastal Trail. A reminder not to park in the way of local residents too.

The state of Calif. officially taking the position that coffee has a minimal 
cancer risk. The Associated Press reports the state’s made the move after a 
judge in Los Angeles ruled Starbucks and other companies couldn’t show 
benefits from drinking coffee outweighed risks from a byproduct of the 
roasting process. So the industry had to take the chemical out of beans or 
grounds or warn consumers about it. It’s all about the chemical acrylamide, 
on the list California says causes cancer, but the Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment found no significant risk following a study by the 
World Health Organization found inadequate evidence that coffee causes 
cancer.

Folks on Supplemental Income or Welfare in Calif. who have not been able 
to get certain food assistance will now be able to. North Coast Opportunities 
announced last Friday, starting June 1st, those getting the help will now be 
able to get benefits from CalFresh. It comes after a big expansion in the 
state regarding the program, formerly known as food stamps. Those getting 
the help from the federal government had not been able to access the food 
assistance, generally it affected those over 65 or others on disability. The 
state was excluding the programs, saying everything was included in one 
check, but apparently it wasn’t enough to cover food, until now. It will affect 
more than 3,000 in Mendocino County alone.

Members needed on the Lake County Grand Jury. The Superior Court is 
trying to get at least 30 applicants who will be jurors and alternates for the 
2019-2020 Grand Jury panel.  It’s made up of 19 people from across the 
county’s various supervisorial districts. As you may know the Grand Jury 
acts as the public’s “watchdog”, investigating then reporting on local 
government. It runs for a year from this July 1st to June 30th, 2020. It’s 
about 10 to 20 hours of work a week.

Applications available at  www.lake.courts.ca.gov or call 263-2374 ext. 
2282.

http://www.lake.courts.ca.gov/


A man from Clearlake accused of robbing a Jack in the Box restaurant with 
a gun in court to be sentenced. 20 year old Giovanni Madrigal-Rincon has 
been in jail since the incident in March of 2018. Bail denied after his lawyers 
ordered a bail study and it came back to being well over the one million 
dollar mark. He was charged with kidnapping to commit robbery, robbery, 
kidnapping and assault with a firearm on a person. He was found guilty of 
robbery and three counts of assault with a firearm on person. He went into 
the fast food restaurant with a mask on, carrying a loaded shotgun and 
forced employees to get into the safe at gunpoint, took cash and ran. He’s 
sentenced to 19 years in prison, but got just over a year of credit for time 
served.

The Lakeport City Council says no to two candidates applying to be on the 
Planning Commission. Now the council tells staff to advertise for the position 
again. This comes after Planning Commissioner Jeri Driver resigned last 
month for health reasons. She was on the commission since last December. 
She was appointed with a couple of others, one of which was asked to 
consider this opening, but apparently the never showed at the last 
Commission meeting. Another who was passed up to be reappointed was 
asked to come back too, but the commissioners couldn’t agree on 
reappointment again. So it’s back to the drawing board.

The “Start Smart” traffic safety class for new drivers is being offered for free. 
Teens about to get their license can attend Tuesday, June 24th at the Clear 
Lake Area CHP office in Kelseyville. The CHP reports deaths and injuries 
can be reduced by cutting high-risk driving behaviors through education. 
This program works to give teens solid traffic safety education classes for 
them along with their parents. It includes crash statistics, teen driver and 
passenger behaviors, graduated driver’s license laws, cultural changes in 
today’s society and a need for parents to be involved in a teenager’s driving 
experience.

Space is limited for this class. For more information or reservations, call 
Officer Joel Skeen at the CHP office, 707-279-0103, or email 
jskeen@chp.ca.gov .

Officials in San Francisco say some people who have serious mental illness 
and drug addiction will be forced to go into treatment. There was some 
opposition to the plan, but the pilot program got a 10-1 in favor vote from the 
Board of Supervisors. The Mayor London Breed and others behind the 
move say the conservatorship is needed, because they can be a danger not 
only to others, but to themselves too. The measure passed after language 
was added so the person would get several opportunities to accept 
voluntary help.

Add Mendocino County to the list of areas that have a Michelin rated 
restaurant. Harbor House Inn along with 89 other restaurants from the Bay 
Area, LA, San Diego and Orange counties are included in the guide being 
released this month. The chef at Harbor House says they’re elated to be 
awarded one star from the Michelin Guide. The restaurant in Elk only has 
25-seats and has been receiving buzz since it opened in May of 2018.

Another case of measles in Butte County, bringing the number to more than 
a dozen confirmed cases. Public Health officials confirmed a 13th case last 
Friday in Chico. This latest was an adult and separate from the last case 
announced May 24th in Glenn County. The two cases said to be linked 
though to the original outbreak in Butte County that started March 24th. A 
reminder there could be up to a 21 day incubation period for symptoms to 
develop.

mailto:jskeen@chp.ca.gov
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Walmart doling out money in Butte County for the chronically homeless. A 
one million dollar gift going to two local nonprofits, the Jesus Center and the 
Torres Shelter. The Jesus Center getting most of the money for a project to 
help the homeless find stability. They’re getting $850,000 from Walmart. The 
rest, $150,000 to the Torres Shelter for existing emergency shelter services 
for the homeless. Walmart also gave $1 million to Camp Fire relief, then 
committed another $1 million to help with increased homelessness.

Magic Mushrooms are now decriminalized in Oakland. The city’s the second 
in the nation to decriminalize the drug which has been linked to helping with 
depression, drug addiction and post-traumatic stress disorder. The Oakland 
City Council voted unanimously for decriminalization of adult use and 
possession of magic mushrooms and other psychoactive, plants and fungi. 
It happened in Denver first. Voters approved a similar measure just last 
month for those 21 and older.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Ofice received multiple reports of gunshots 
in the 76000 block of Highway 162 in Covelo. When police arrived, they 
found about 50 spent shell casings on the ground, which appeared to have 
come from two handguns and a rifle. Three suspects outside the home, 
Juan Montalvo-Lopez, Tadeo Munoz-Aparicio, and Eduardo Gonzalez were 
detained. When police entered, they found Miguel Moreno inside along with 
a military-style pistol grip assault rifle and two handguns. Munoz-Aparicio 
was arrested for violating probation and taken to the Mendocino County Jail. 
Eduardo Gonzalez was arrested on an active Mendocino County felony 
warrant, Miguel Moreno and Juan Montalvo-Lopez were arrested for 
possession of an assault rifle.

The 2018-2019 Mendocino County Grand Jury is out with a report that says 
the Board of Supervisors has failed to “establish and publish county-wide 
policies with long-term goals addressing county-wide issues of public safety, 
health, economic, environmental and other needs of communities". Instead,

the grand jury says the Board Of supervisors reacts from crisis to crisis, isn’t 
keeping track of directives given to the CEO, and needs to do a better job 
communicating with the public. A list of recommendations has been given, 
and The Board of Supervisors now has 60 days to respond to the 
Mendocino County CEO must respond within 90 days. You can see the full 
list of findings and recommendations at www.mendocinocounty.org.

New rules that went into effect this month will allow Mendocino County 
residents receiving Supplemental Security Income and Supplemental 
Security Payments benefits to apply for Cal Fresh Benefits. Applications are 
available in Ukiah at 737 S State Street, in Fort Bragg at 764 S Franklin 
Street and online at www.GetCalFresh.org. The changes come after a 
decades-long fight by advocates who were thrilled to hear that those 
qualifying for food assistance won’t see a lower SSI check in order to 
receive CalFresh benefits.

http://www.mendocinocounty.org/
http://www.getcalfresh.org/


The Mendocino County HHSA, Public health has updated the dates and 
times of possible exposure following a confirmed case of the Measles in 
Mendocino County. A visitor who was later diagnosed visited several Fort 
Bragg locations, including Beachcomber Motel in Fort Bragg on May 26th at 
11am, Django’s Rough Bar on May 24th from midnight to 2pm, Sea Pal 
cove Restaurant on May 25th from midnight to 2pm, Skunk Train on May 
25th from 1-3pm, North Coast Brewing Co. on the 25th 6-9pm and David’s 
Deli on the 26th from 11am to 1pm. Symptoms include fever, cough runny 
nose, red eyes and a rash that usually appears about one to three weeks 
after exposure. Anyone possibly exposed and experiencing symptoms is 
asked to call ahead before going to a medical facility. The person with 
measles was an adult exposed in Bute County. Since most people were 
given two doses of the MMR vaccine as children they are protected, but 
parents of unvaccinated children, unvaccinated adults, and those with 
weakened immune systems are advised to review the list of sites and times 
where exposure could have occurred.

The Mendocino County Board of supervisors held hearings this week for the 
2019-2020 budget. The summary for the cannabis program included an 
estimate of $508,684 in expenses, revenue estimates of $391, 396 and 
proposed net county costs of $315,335. The daily journal reports that while 
the cannabis program is running a deficit, the cannabis business tax, and 
other taxes should help make up the difference. The Mendocino County 
SEIU local 1021 asked the board for pay and benefit increases for workers 
who are underpaid, and yesterday the health and human services agency 
presented on their budget priorities.

A free CyberCamp is being offered from July 29h through August 2nd by the 
Mendocino Colege Computer Science program for middle and high school 
students. The curriculum includes an intro to the Cyber Patriot National 
Youth Cyber Defense competition, employment activities, ethics, lessons on 
how computers work, Windows Security policies, file protections, user 
interface protectins, and many more topics. More information is available at 
www.cyberpatriot.org.

The Mendocino County HHSA, Public Health has updated the dates and 
times of possible exposure following a confirmed Measles case in 
Mendocino County. A visitor with the disease went to several Fort Bragg 
locations before their diagnosis, including Beachcomber Motel in Fort Bragg 
on May 26th at 11am, Django’s Rough Bar on May 24th from midnight to 
2pm, Sea Pal cove Restaurant on May 25th from midnight to 2pm, Skunk 
Train on May 25th from 1-3pm, North Coast Brewing Co. on the 25th 6-9pm 
and David’s Deli on the 26th from 11am to 1pm. Symptoms include fever, 
cough runny nose, red eyes and a rash that usually appears about one to 
three weeks after exposure. Anyone possibly exposed and experiencing 
symptoms is asked to call ahead before going to a medical facility. The 
person with measles was an adult exposed in Butte County. Since most 
people were given two doses of the MMR vaccine as children they are 
protected, but parents of unvaccinated children, unvaccinated adults, and 
those with weakened immune systems are advised to review the list of sites 
and times where exposure could have occurred.

The largest California wildfire in modern history, the Ranch Fire, was part of 
a greater complex of fires that scorched about 640 square miles last 
summer, much of it in the Mendocino National Forest. The cause of the fire 
was released today by Cal Fire, which posted an incident report online that 
says a hammer driving a 24-inch metal concrete stake into the ground threw 
sparks, igniting the blaze. You can read the report at 
http://calfire.ca.gov/fire_protection/downloads/FireReports/InvestigationReport-RanchFire_LE-80_Redacted.pdf

http://www.cyberpatriot.org/
http://calfire.ca.gov/fire_protection/downloads/FireReports/InvestigationReport-RanchFire_LE-80_Redacted.pdf
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The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office is looking for any information the 
public may have about an incident on May 25th when a Hispanic male 
estimated to be in his 30’s arrived at the Howard Memorial Hospital 
emergency department in Willits around 10:30 am suffering from apparent 
gunshot wounds to the face and neck. The victim wasn’t fully cooperative 
with authorities, but they believe the shooting happened somewhere in the 
Laytonville, and that the victim had been picked up by someone driving by 
who dropped him off at the hospital. He was later transported to an out of 
county medical facility for treatment. Anyone with information about this 
case is urged to call the Sheriff’s Office Tip Line (707-234-2100) or the 
WeTip anonymous crime reporting hotline (800-782-7463).

A Mendocino County Sheriff’s Deputy noticed a dark-colored Honda Accord 
traveling southbound above-posted level speeds and making an incomplete 
stop at the intersection of East Side Calpella Road and Lake Mendocino 
Drive before heading west on Lake Mendocino Drive at even higher speeds. 
The driver refused to stop when the deputy tried pulling them over. The 
vehicle, which turned out to be stolen out of Ukiah, kept going south on 
North State Street before turning onto West Lake Mendocino Drive and onto 
highway 101 Southbound, headed towards Ukiah at speeds of over 90 mph. 
Another deputy joined the pursuit, following the suspect at speeds of over 
100 mph. In Hopland, the chase moved to highway 175 before ending in a 
field near the old Hopland roundabout after the driver, Edward Two 
FEathers Steele Jr lost control and rolled the vehicle. Steele was taken into 
custody and transported to Ukiah Valley Medical Center before being 
booked into the Mendocino County Jail.

Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office Deputies were dispatched to a reported 
shooting in the area of North State Street and Empire Drive in Ukiah on 
June 3rd. Ukiah Police Department Officers were also sent to help in the 
investigation, where deputies learned a vehicle traveling Northbound on 
North State Street and stopped in the westbound turn lane for Empire Drive.

That’s when Christopher Bayard walked up and shot into the vehicle 
stopped at the traffic light, hitting the driver, who was transported to the 
hospital. Bayard ran away from the scene. He is described as a white male 
adult, approximately 6’01” tall, 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel eyes, with 
dark facial hair and a thin build, last seen wearing a black hat, black shirt, 
and blue jeans. Bayard is known to frequent the Ukiah, Willits, and Covelo 
areas. Anyone with information related to this incident is requested to 
contact the Sheriff’s Office Dispatch Center at 707-463-4086. Anonymous 
tips are being taken through the Sheriff’s Office Tip Line – 707-234-2100, or 
the WeTip anonymous crime reporting hotline at 800-782-7463.

A Mendocino County Deputy Sheriff was on routine patrol when he noticed 
someone riding a bicycle southbound on North State Street approaching the 
intersection of Low Gap Road in Ukiah on June 2nd without required lighting 
equipment, and stopped the rider, Robert Campbell who was found to be on 
active parole through the California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation. A search turned up a dirk or dagger hidden in his pants 
pocket. Campbell’s parole officer was contacted and ultimately issued a 
parole hold. He was booked into the Mendocino County Jail where he was 
to be held on a no-bail status due to his parole hold.



Todd Grove Park in Ukiah, known for walking paths, trees giving plenty of 
shade and plenty of grassy areas to throw down a blanket, was once 
endangered by loggers. If you didn’t know that, you aren’t alone. A family-
friendly festival is scheduled for Sunday from noon to five, where the park’s 
history will be on display in the gazebo. The Journal reports that recreation 
supervisor at the City of Ukiah is looking forward to educating the public on 
the history of the park and the opportunity to share teh park’s evolution over 
the years. The event will feature water balloon tosses, a hula hoop contest, 
burlap sack race and more fun fit for the whole family.

A few new positions are on the list of county board vacancies released by 
the Mendocino County Executive office this week. Some vacancies listed 
include Air Quality Management District Board, Child Care Planning Council, 
Health and Human Services Agency Advisory Board, Library Advisory 
Board, Mendocino County Business Improvement District, and many others. 
You can see the list at 
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/board-of-supervisors/boards-and-commissions
. Most posts are a volunteer and open to Mendocino County residents and 
registered voters.

Mendocino County has received a grant that will support the removal of 
dead or dying hazardous trees on private property as long as it is within the 
Redwood Complex Fire Footprint, and that residents contribute $200 a tree 
up to $600. Trees must be dead or dying, at least 10 inches in diameter and 
20 feet tall, within 300 feet of a residence or proposed building pad, and 
treating the home or building pad. The program is funded by throught the 
California Dept of Forestry and Fire Protection as part o the climate change 
investment program.

The summer reading program at Mendocino County libraries kicks off 
tomorrow, featuring performances, and other special events like a party at 
the plaza in Ukiah complete with face painting Flynn Creek Circus and 
prizes in Fort Bragg. The program is open to children, teens, and adults, and 
is meant to encourage literacy and prevent learning loss over teh summer, 
according to a press release from Mendocino County Libraries. There are 
kickoff celebrations planned for tomorrow in Ukiah, Fort Bragg, and Willits. 
More info at mendolibrary.org.

One way traffic will be in effect and delays of up to 20 minutes are possible 
beginning Monday, June 17th through Friday Jully 21st so Caltrans can 
contact a permitted geotechnical investigation on state route 1 at Salmon 
Creek Bridge to get more information to determine the appropriate 
alignments and parameters for teh design of the project. Access to 
businesses side roads, residences, and bicyclists we are available at all 
times and traffic control will be provided at intersections blocked when work 
queues extend through an intersection.

Over 200 graduates returned to Om Wraith Feild seven months after the 
Deadly Camp Fire tore through the area devastating the community. The 
ceremony was live-streamed on Facebook by The Paradise Unified School 
District. One of the only places not devastated by the blaze, students took to 
the greens to congratulate each other and take the next step in their lives.

Just as fire season gets underway, new guidelines to help schools protect 
the health of students. North Coast State senator Mike McGuire has 
announced new guidelines to help schools respond appropriately when 
wildfire smoke chokes the air, and ensure the health and safety of students. 
The new guidelines have five levels ranging from no restrictions on recess, 
PE, Athletic practice & training, and scheduled sporting events to 
recommendations of no outdoor activity, and the cancelation of events, 
depending on how poor the air quality gets.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/board-of-supervisors/boards-and-commissions
http://mendolibrary.org/
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A special meeting is scheduled for tomorrow as City Council considers a 
project at Ukiah Municipal Airport that would force CalFire to move the Ukiah 
Air Attack Base out of Mendocino County this summer. According to the 
Daily Journal, the project is described as "critical to the operations of the 
airport" by staff. Everyone agrees that the repaving work is needed but 
unfortunately, the construction requirements will force the closure of the 
runway. The special meeting tomorrow is scheduled for 3 pm in the council 
chambers on Seminary Avenue.

Hot and windy conditions prompted PG&E to cut power to over 20,000 
customers Saturday night in Butte and Yuba Counties. By about 5 pm 
yesterday, most of the affected customers had their power back. The 
outages are part of the Public Safety Power Shutoff Program, which is 
meant to cut down on the risk of wildfires. NBC reports that about 800 miles 
of powerlines in Butte and Yuba counties were inspected and repaired 
yesterday during the windy weather.

Spare The Air Alerts by the Air Quality Management District are possible this 
week. As of this morning, the Sand Fire in Yolo County was about 30% 
contained and had charred about 2200 acres, according to CalFire, up from 
20% yesterday evening. A fast-moving brush fire in the Southern part of the 
state got so close it forced the evacuation of Six Flags Magic Mountain and 
Hurricane Harbor over the weekend. The park was open for business this 
morning.

Ukiah Police say that numbers and crime have gotten so out of hand, that 
they are ordering campers on Airport Road in Ukiah to leave this month. The 
Daily Journal reports that police have been hearing about assaults, 
robberies and other crimes in the area. Authorities also worry about dead 
grass on the property creating a fire hazard. Debris removal is tentatively 
planned for the 17th, and officials hope to have crews clearing brush out on 
the 19th and 20th.

Two illegal marijuana grows on private property were shut down by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife after 6000 marijuana plants were 
found on May 21st and another 400 on May 29th. Authorities say there were 
no licenses with the state, no county cultivation permits, and no Fish and 
Wildlife lake or streambed alteration agreement permits filed, according to 
Lake County News. Code violations included illegal water diversions, 
pesticide and petroleum products near streams and garbage near 
waterways. Charges are expected to be filed with the Lake County DA’s 
office.

The California Highway Patrol, Mendocino County Sheriff’s Department, 
CalTrans, CalFire, Leggett Fire Department, and Percy Fire Department all 
responded to an accident on Friday just before 2 pm. A Ford F-250 had 
been heading southbound on US 101 near Arnette Drive and was getting 
ready to make a left hand turn into a parking lot, when a Harley Davidson 
motorcycle driven by a 69-year-old Stockton man approached from behind 
and was unable to stop, rear-ending the truck and injuring the motorcycle 
drivers so severely he was pronounced dead on the scene. Authorities say 
that alcohol does not appear to have been a factor.

The Governing board of Adventist health Ukiah Valley has increased an 
annual scholarship to help fill a growing need for bilingual nurses in the 
community from $1000 to $3000. This year’s recipient was Ukiah High 
School student Olivia Lucchetti. According to the Daily Journal, the bright 
senior has a GPA of 3.91 and ranks in the top 10% of her class. She plans 
on attending University of Nevada at Reno to peruse her nursing education 
but plans on returning home after graduation.
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California Highway Patrol investigators would like the public’s help finding a 
person of interest in connection to the February murder of a Santa Clarita 
man. 41-year-old Patrick Michael Weber died of a gunshot wound and had 
been found in his van after it went off the south side of highway 20 west of 
Walker ridge road. A picture of the person of interest shows a male in his 
20’s or 30’s, about 160 pounds and 5 feet 8 inches tall, wearing a dark 
green baseball cap and camouflage hoodie with short facial hair and 
sideburns. Lake County News reports that the picture of the man released 
by authorities came from surveillance video, but police haven’t said where it 
was captured. Authorities are stressing that the man is only a person of 
interest and not a suspect.

Lawmakers all agree that low-income adults should have access to Medi-
Cal. Democrats tabled a proposal to proved the coverage to undocumented 
adults over 65, but undocumented adults aged 19 to 25 would be covered 
under a proposal that still must be approved by the full legislature before 
getting Governor Newsom’s signature.

A car went tumbling about 100 feet down a cliff off of highway 1 near 
Bodega Bay early this morning, catching fire and landing on its roof on top 
of rocks near Coleman Beach. The driver had to crawl out of a broken 
window and tread water about 50 to 70 yards offshore as crews rushed to 
her rescue. She was flown to Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital.

The US Geological Survey reports that tremors were felt in Lake, 
Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma Counties following a 4.1 magnitude 
earthquake that struck early this morning about 5.4 miles west of Cobb. The 
initial quake struck at 12:46 am, and over 30 shake reports had been called 
in by 2 am.

The State of California has joined nine other states suing T-Mobile and 
Sprint to stop a planned merger between the two companies. California 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra leads the lawsuit with New York Attorney 
General Letitia James, who released a statement saying the merger would 
cause irreparable harm to mobile subscribers across the country by cutting 
access to affordable reliable service, particularly lower-income and minority 
communities across the country. If the merger is allowed, there would only 
be three major wireless providers in the country.

Illegal cannabis distributors are pushing legal shops out of business, 
according to the Marijuana industry in California, which is asking officials to 
intervene. Citing widespread illegal distribution, The Southern California 
Coalition has written a letter to Los Angeles City Hall asking authorities to 
crack down on the illegal operations saying that the unregulated shops 
could be selling tainted products. The letter urges officials to seize cash and 
cannabis from the illegal distributors.

The old Mendocino Brewing Company site in Ukiah may soon be the home 
to a marijuana processing company. The owner of the location at the end of 
Airport Road has reportedly applied for a permit to operate a “non-volatile 
cannabis manufacturing and distribution facility”. Part of the 63,355-square-
foot building is currently being used for wine storage but plans for the rest 
include a carbon-based odor and air quality purification filtration system in 
the building. They will not be selling weed there. The police department has 
also reportedly seen the plans for the site. And the city’s Zoning 
Administrator has approved the plans.



An auction by the Hopland Research Center so they have less sheep. The 
Daily Journal reports it’s to save money as the Center now has less money 
from the University of California system. They will have 125 sheep now, 
instead of hundreds. The newspaper reports a handful of locals bought the 
animals and apparently will keep them in Lake and Mendocino counties. 
Some will be used for weed control and fuel reduction safety.

Work to control odor from commercial cannabis operations in Lake County 
being tabled  for now. The Board of Supervisors voted to stop the Lake 
County Air Quality Management District’s regulation and permitting of 
commercial cannabis operations for now due to skyrocketing costs. The 
Record Bee reports the District was charging as much as $16,000 a year in 
fees for grow sites. But the newspaper reports some say it’s crucial to have 
the air quality monitored and want clean air.

We have some new firefighters in Lake County ahead of the busy fire 
season. Lake Co News reports Northshore Fire has four new firefighters. 
The news site reports the chief pinned badges on firefighter/paramedics 
Brett Hughes and Tylor Rial, and firefighter/EMTs Owen Lawler and Alex 
Miller. This brings the department to full staffing with 19 full-time firefighters, 
three chief officers, two office staff, several volunteers, a large support team 
and the five-member Northshore Dive Team.

Water systems in Calif. about to have an overhaul. Legislative leaders have 
agreed to pour about $130 million a year for improvements in communities 
where residents currently cannot drink tap water at home. The state’s going 
to use money set aside for climate change, to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. That idea isn’t going over well with some environmentalists, 
some of whom say folks shouldn’t have to choose between clean water and 
clean air. The compromise after the Governor proposed a 95-cent tax on 
most residential water bills instead.

A man missing in Northern Calif. has rescuers using boats and drones to 
find the veteran automotive journalist. The Press Democrat reports David 
Gordon Johnson disappeared while he was test-driving a motorcycle for a 
story near the town of Mokelumne Hill. Johnson reported missing last week 
by his girlfriend. She says Johnson had been test driving the Honda 
CB1000R for two days in California and Nevada to write a story for 
Motorcyclist magazine. He apparently texted a picture to a friend from the 
Mokelumne River, and was reported missing soon after. Sacramento 
officials found his clothing, cellphone and a laptop close to the fast-moving 
river which they say was cold and moving about 35 mph and flowing high.

The Sand Fire in Yolo County is nearly contained after burning more than 
2,500 acres. Cal Fire reports the fire near Guinda has burned seven 
structures, but none are homes. All evacuations have been lifted and the 
local evacuation center has closed. The fire started Saturday and is already 
70% contained. Some of the firefighters assigned to the fire have left the 
area, as others are surrounding the last areas that are burning, and putting 
out hot spots.

A woman from Santa Rosa has been rescued after her car went down a 
100-foot cliff. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office reports getting a call to 
the Bodega Bay area where the car went off the cliff near Highway 1 and 
onto Coleman Valley Beach. The VW beetle burst into flames and the driver 
apparently jumped into the ocean after the crash and swam several hundred 
yards out to sea. A firefighter swam to her and brought her to shore, and 
she was taken to a hospital. They say they think she intentionally drove off 
the cliff and has been put on a mental health hold at the hospital.
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The Fifth annual Hike for Hospice is coming. The fundraising event for 
Hospice Services of Lake County is Saturday, June 22nd at Highland 
Springs Park in Lakeport. Those interested can hike for free, but those who 
raise at least $25 get a free t-shirt. Hikers, or teams of hikers, are 
encouraged to get family and friends to sponsor their hikes which start at 9 
AM. Those hiking can choose from four different paths of up to 4.5 miles. 
After the hike there will be food, drinks and live music, plus awards for the 
most money raised.

For more information, to register to hike or sponsor a hiker, go to 
www.lakecountyhospice.org, or call (707) 263-6270, ext. 111.

Two women in Talmage have been arrested after a report of shots fired 
leads to weapons charges. Mendocino deputies called to the area several 
times previously for drug crimes and trespassing finding two women in the 
area. Jessica Norton found to be on probation so she was searched and 
found with meth and arrested. Then Nina Goodson was found to have a 
knife on her, so she was also arrested. Norton was held on $5,000.00 bail 
and Goodson gave a fake name so she was additionally charged for that 
and held on $15,000.00 bail.

Sonoma County Deputies looking for an area to do some water training get 
a heads up a Great White Shark was spotted in the area. The shark spotted 
by a Sheriff’s helicopter in Sonoma County’s Estero Americano Tuesday 
afternoon. They say it was about 14 feet long. They subsequently posted on 
their Facebook page, “Nope! The crew looked down and saw this beauty at 
the mouth of the Estero Americano in shallow water.” They were just in the 
same area Monday, south of Bodega Bay, on the southern Sonoma Coast 
border with Marin County. Sharks are seen a lot in Bodega Bay and at the 
mouth of Tomales Bay too.

A man from Laytonville has died on Lake Mendocino. The body of Carlos 
Soto found Tuesday night and searchers were looking for his son today. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports the 62 year old man who died 
was found at the south end of the lake and his son, Vincent is missing. The 
father was thought to be fishing alone, but deputies say he was with his 
40 year old son. Their boat found empty by someone else who went to ‑ ‑
investigate and found the father’s body. Deputies also say the son’s car was 
found by the lake.  They’ve got the Search and Rescue Team out in a boat 
and on ground looking for the missing son who’s described as 5’9” tall, 190- 
lbs with salt and pepper hair cut short.

The state is working to clear the criminal records of those arrested for 
certain marijuana crimes. The Press Democrat reports Democratic 
lawmakers and advocates want the records expunged for those who served 
time for other crimes. There are two bills in the Assembly to move the idea 
along for an automatic arrest and conviction record clearing. There are 
apparently as many as 1 million residents who did their time who qualify, 
and others with court ordered supervision. Those who support the move say 
there are thousands of restrictions for those with convictions. Those who 
qualify can petition to have their records expunged.

State regulators looking to protect the Russian River from bacterial 
contamination coming up with a plan that could be approved as soon as this 
summer. The Press Democrat reports it’s been years coming after the river 
became contaminated in places from old septic systems, livestock waste 
and other sources. The newspaper reports it could also mean more 
regulation and forced septic system upgrades for thousands of landowners 
who are on or near the river or its tributaries. A draft action plan is out for 
public review and comment from the North Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board until June 24th.

http://www.lakecountyhospice.org/


Sonoma County will implement new mental health care programs after 
pressure from the public. The Press Democrat reports mental health 
patients and their advocates pressuring county leaders and at their latest 
budget negotiation meeting this week, they caved, agreeing to spend more 
millions on the issue. The programs to get a $6 million dollar infusion with ½ 
going to maintain current operations at 16 residential care homes and peer 
counseling and family support also getting some money, but only 
temporarily. The programs are operated under the behavioral health division 
of the county Department of Health Services. The newspaper reports they 
serve thousands of patients annually suffering from various mental health 
issues.

The Sand Fire closer to total containment has not grown in acreage. The fire 
in Yolo County started last Saturday and is currently 90% contained. It’s 
charred just over 2,500 acres and burned seven structures, none were 
homes. There had been some evacuations along County Road 41 and a 
closure of Highway 16, but those folks were allowed to return home and the 
highway reopened. The fire was the largest in the state burning. Another 
one in San Luis Obispo had burned 2,000 acres, and it’s 50% contained 
with no further forward spread reported.

A man’s body found in the Gualala River has still not been identified. The 
Press Democrat reports the CHP is investigating how the man died, his 
body found on a rock in a remote area near Stewarts Point Skaggs Springs ‑
Road. The newspaper reports cops think they know who it is, but since the 
body was so decomposed, they’ve not positively identified it yet. The 
Coroner will reportedly try using dental records or DNA testing to confirm. 
The man’s body was found last Wednesday night. Investigators trying to 
determine if he was in a truck that went off a rural road and down an 
embankment May 27th, but the driver told police he was alone in the truck.

Further charges against a man in Kelseyville who was arrested in 
connection to a shooting in May with suspected gang ties. The Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office arrested 23 year old Sergio Fuentes and 29 year old Juan 
Renteria after a man was shot May 26th in the leg. After the initial arrests of 
the men, police confirmed they were gang members and conducted a 
search at two locations. Deputies found several items they say were related 
to criminal street gangs and a club they say could have been used during 
the confrontation. They’ve arrested Renteria again for being in possession 
of the billy club and held him on $500,000 bail. No further charges have 
been filed against Fuentes.

A man out fishing with his dad, who died, is still missing. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office reports they’ll search again this morning for 40 year 
old Vincent Soto of Laytonville after the fishing boat he was in with his dad 
was found empty. His father’s body was found by a passerby who saw the 
empty fishing vessel. Family members say the two went out on Lake 
Mendocino Tuesday. The Sheriff’s Office reports recovering the father’s 
body, he’s identified as 62 year old Carlos Soto. So far they’ve not 
determined the cause of death, an autopsy is set for today.

The water in Willits is safe after several complaints about brown water. The 
Willits Water Department says there’s nothing wrong with the water, it’s due 
to the recent relocation of the Davis Creek water main tie. They say a 
change in color can happen as the velocity or flow of water changes in the 
pipe, causing iron and manganese sediments to hang in the water turning it 
brown. The City also reportedly does an annual flushing, due to the 
sediment issues. The City says it will continue notifying residents if there’s 
another planned main shutdown.

For more information, call the City of Willits at (707) 459-4601 or email 
water@cityofwillits.org (Emailing may garner a quicker response.)



PG&E will be flying over Willits ahead of this fire season. There will be two 
Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) drills with helicopters, but no power will 
be shut down during the drills. The utility says it’s expanding and enhancing 
its Community Wildfire Safety Program after the massive fires of 2017 & 18. 
The program to shut down electric lines that pass through high fire-threat 
areas just like they might in the case of extreme weather to protect 
communities. Crews will be inspecting the de-energized lines from the sky 
and ground, looking for damage, and repairing any, before restoring power.

Final voting results approved for Measure M, the fire tax in Lakeport. The 
Record Bee Newspaper reports the Lakeport Fire Protection District Board 
of Directors has approved the final voting results at the same time also 
considering what to do about Pacific Gas & Electric Co.’s planned power 
shutoffs this fire season. Residents in Lakeport approved Measure M to 
reinstate some staffers in the fire department who were laid off because of 
financial difficulties in the district. It means more than $1.2 million for the 
department from the new taxes. The money won’t immediately start to 
funnel in, so the district is continuing to dip into reserves.The Lake County Board of Supervisors says the latest grand jury report 
regarding Lampson Field, Lake County’s only airport. The grand jury 
requesting money for over-budget expenditures and the board of 
supervisors giving that a thumbs down. The latest special report called “How 
can we safely land?” ahead of the jury’s full report for 2018 and 19. The 
board has not responded positively to recent grand jury reports and this one 
either with District 5 Supervisor Rob Brown calling the title “idiotic”. He 
wasn’t allowed, others chimed in and most disagreed with every 
recommendation. The Lake County Public Works Director also mostly 
disagreed with the jury’s findings.

A man from Lake County joining several from Sonoma, Del Norte and 
Humboldt Counties, being honored by the Red Cross with its annual Real 
Heroes Award. The 16th annual breakfast held in Santa Rosa at the Hyatt 
Regency with more than 160 community members, business leaders, and 
guests in attendance. The breakfast hosted by the American Red Cross of 
the California Northwest. 10 people were honored for their selfless acts of 
courage including Frank Parker of Lake County who won the Service to the 
Armed Forces Hero Award for his support and service to the homeless and 
homeless veterans in Lake County as part of his organization Stand Down. 
They offer health screenings, transitional housing vouchers, sleeping bags, 
hygiene kits and information about how to sign up for VA benefits.

No injuries reported, maybe just some jangled nerves after a car crashes 
into the front of a nail salon near Raley’s in Ukiah. The crash Tuesday 
afternoon in the 1300 block of North State St. Firefighters got to the scene 
finding bystanders moved the car back into a parking spot. The CHP reports 
it looked like an older man accidentally moved his foot onto the gas pedal 
instead of the brake. One of the windows in the front of the salon was 
smashed and part of a door frame was damaged.

A woman from Ukiah has been found guilty of grand theft after stealing a 
bunch of clothes from a family on vacation. A Mendocino County jury 
returned a guilty verdict against Violet McAlister for stealing the clothes from 
a family visiting Ukiah overnight as they headed to the Bay Area. Police say 
McAlister was seen with the family’s property by them as they went into a 
local store to replace the stolen items. They called police after seeing their 
own items in a shopping cart. McAlister is due back in court July 12th to be 
sentenced.
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The state’s new 214-billion-dollar budget passes the state Senate and is 
now a step closer to universal health coverage. The Governor is expected to 
sign the plan into law, putting almost one-and-a-half-billion dollars toward 
subsidies that help lower premiums for those buying coverage through the 
“CoveredCA” exchange. Anthony Wright with the nonprofit Health Access 
says the help’s tailored to low-and middle-income people who make 
between 17- and 72-thousand dollars a year.

:11  “About a million Californians might get some help to better defray the 
costs of healthcare. Of those, about 300,000 get enough help that they may 
be newly covered from previously being uninsured.”

Tag:  State lawmakers propose paying for the expansion with a state-
level mandate that everyone carry health insurance or pay a fine. The 
budget also sets aside 100-million dollars for low-income, 
undocumented immigrants, ages 19 to 25, to sign up for Medi-Cal. 
Critics of the budget say the extra spending is unwise and complain 
that it was made possible by a new gas tax of five-cents a gallon – a 
policy they opposed.

Second Cut: Wright notes the budget also restores several important 
benefits to Medi-Cal – things that were cut during the recession 10 
years ago.

:14  “It’s a shame that it’s taken 10 years of an economic recovery to finally 
get these key benefits restored, whether they be podiatry, audiology, 
speech therapy, optical and other key medical services. “

Tag:  The budget also ends the so-called “senior penalty” in Medi-Cal, 
by changing the income limits to make about 27-thousand additional 
lower-income seniors and people with disabilities eligible for the 
program.

A 70 year old man from the south coast accused of shooting his neighbor 
has pleaded guilty. The Mendocino County DA’s office reports there will be 
no jury trial after all for Harry Miller formerly of Anchor Bay. The trial was 
supposed to start this coming Monday, but Miller admitted attempted 
voluntary manslaughter for the March 2018 shooting of his neighbor and for 
felony assault against the neighbor’s wife. He also pleaded guilty to a 
sentencing enhancement for personally using a firearm in the commission of 
the attempted killing. There was video evidence he shot the neighbor in the 
belly at point blank range due to a small gravel pile on their shared roadway. 
Miller faces nearly 18 years in prison when he’s sentenced August 2nd.

The latest report from the Mendocino County Grand Jury has been released 
titled ‘Advancing Education Through Sharing’ and it’s not positive. The 
report released May 31st from the community jury panel says policies for 
charter and other schools to interact are not happening as mandated when 
the charter system was adopted more than 2 decades ago. The report also 
says there’s no interaction at all between the schools limiting their value. 
The jury investigation came from community concerns and 
misunderstandings about why there were even charter schools to begin 
with. No word yet from the school’s superintendent.



The paving project planned at the Ukiah Municipal Airport is on hold 
because of the fire season. The Daily Journal reports the project will happen 
in October as Cal Fire uses the airport as its base from June to October. But 
the airport will get the project out to bid now, and airport management says 
they’re hoping to get the project approved at the City Council’s July 
17th meeting as long as there’s FAA funding available. Cal Fire 
Management says if the project interferes with Air Attack Base operations, 
they may have to relocate to Santa Rosa or Chico. But helicopters could still 
take off from there.

Power out for hundreds in Ukiah after a tree falls into some power lines. It 
happened yesterday afternoon on West Gobbi Street. Ukiah Electric Utility 
reports all power has been restored. Ukiah Valley Fire Authority called to the 
area around lunch time after someone reported a tree on fire near Yokayo 
Elementary School. It was quickly put out but the power line was damaged 
affecting several blocks west of State Street between Perkins Street and 
Freitas Avenue. The Daily Journal reports about 750 customers lost power.

A man from Forestville who pleaded not guilty for the murder of a couple on 
a beach in Jenner has changed his plea to guilty. Shaun Gallon in jail 
already for the murder of his brother, pleaded guilty yesterday to killing 
Lindsay Cutshall and her fiancé Jason Allen as they camped on the beach 
while vacationing from their summer jobs as Christian camp counselors. The 
cold case finally gets closure after Gallon sent a note to detectives about the 
case. He also confessed to killing his brother Shamus in 2017 at their 
family’s home in Forestville. For his plea, prosecutors agreed not to seek the 
death penalty and he agreed to seven consecutive life terms and 18 years 
and eight months more for weapons charges and another felony conviction 
for a bow-and-arrow attack.

It’s unanimous for the new budget in Fort Bragg. The City Council gave the 
green light for the city’s spending and earnings for the next fiscal year. They 
note $50.6 million in revenue and $48.9 million in spending and have the 
budget in weeks before its June 30th deadline. The report shows the 
biggest expenditure was for capital projects, then “materials and services” 
and salaries, wages and benefits come third. Rising pension costs will be 
covered by reserves. And infrastructure repairs come in as a priority with 
millions earmarked to cover it.

No moratorium on hemp in Lake County, instead some new regulations. 
Lake Co News reports the board of supervisors has requested for hemp 
growers instead to secure $5,000 surety bonds to cover the cost of any crop 
destruction if there’s more than the legal maximum of 0.3 percent THC 
allowable for industrial hemp. This comes after the County Agricultural 
Commissioner informed the board that the bonds were required by the state 
in order to register for hemp production, so the state doesn’t have to put up 
the money to destroy crops that don’t meet the threshold.

All burn permits are suspended in certain areas of Northern Calif. due to the 
dry grass after a wet winter, and high winds. Cal Fire has suspended all 
burn permits for outdoor residential burning in the State Responsibility Area 
of Sonoma, Lake, Napa, Solano, Yolo and Colusa Counties. It starts 
Monday with a ban on residential outdoor burns of any yard debris after 
spring cleanups. The fire agency is also reminding residents not to mow on 
hot, dry days and to maintain 100 feet of defensible space around their 
homes. Some temporary burn permits may be allowed, and you can get a 
campfire permit though from some fire stations or online at 
PreventWildfireCA.org.
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Governor Gavin Newsom has the new budget after lawmakers approved 
about 214 billion in spending and earnings. Lake Co News reports the 
budget features expenditures of hundreds of millions for firefighting, 
emergency preparation and to protect communities from wildfires. Senator 
Mike McGuire says the budget includes seven new C-130 Air Tankers to 
fight fires and millions on vegetation management, including the removal of 
dead and dying trees. The budget also includes several million for the state 
Dept. of Food and Agriculture to staff the California Animal Response 
Emergency System and catastrophic livestock disease prevention program.

Mendocino College has announced their Superintendent is leaving for 
another job. President Dr. Arturo Reyes served more than six years at the 
school and is now headed to the Rio Hondo Community College District in 
Los Angeles County. The Board President for the Mendocino-Lake 
Community College District says Reyes leaving will mean a giant void. Many 
other faculty members had good things to say about Reyes and how 
attendance grew under his guidance. Now the Mendocino-Lake Community 
College Board of Trustees will take a meeting to discuss a plan of action to 
replace Reyes who’s set to leave sometime this summer.

Another positive step forward for the long planned Middle Creek Restoration 
Project. Lake Co News reports it’s to reduce sedimentation and the nutrient 
load to improve Clear Lake’s health. The Board of Supervisors got a look at 
the contract this week for funding of the project which will remove old failing 
levees and bring back as much as 1,600 acres of farmland between the 
Nice-Lucerne Cutoff and Upper Lake to Clear Lake. The latest on funding is 
that the Department of Water Resources is directly paying for the project 
along with grants from the Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed 
Protection, and Flood Protection Act, and the Disaster Preparedness and 
Flood Prevention Bond Act of 2006.

Police in Redwood Valley are on the lookout for vandals they say got away 
in a white car. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. reports getting calls 
about vandalism to mailboxes and trash cans. Cops went to the area and 
stopped several cars that matched the description from neighbors in the 
area, but no suspects have been found. Police ask you to call the main 
number for the Sheriff’s Dept. if you’ve also been a victim of vandalism in 
Redwood Valley. Police also report there have been social media posts also 
looking for information. They also say they think a Redwood Valley 
community member may have caught video of the suspect’s vehicle. 
Sheriff’s deputies looking to get ahold of the footage to see if they can 
identify any suspect.

One man arrested another on the run after a burglary a couple weeks ago in 
Philo. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. reports getting a call about two 
men walking into a locked barn. Deputies say the two men were confronted 
outside the barn and they took off. One was identified soon after as Larry 
Pee Wee Commander who’s on Parole. He was arrested soon after for 
violating parole. Plus he was found with some items stolen in the burglary 
and charged with several other crimes. His co-conspirator, Robert Douglas 
was soon identified as taking part and he too was arrested.



A man in Gualala has been arrested after another man was hit over the 
head with a skateboard. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept reports 
getting a call to a hospital where a 25 year old man says he was with some 
friends at the Gualala River and a man approached them with a 
skateboard. They say they asked him to leave, he did, but then when it was 
dark, he made a stealthy move toward the group and hit the victim in the 
back of his head with the skateboard. He’s identified as Jona Chapman. 
Cops went to his home in Point Arena and arrested him for assault with a 
deadly weapon resulting in great bodily injury. They say the guy was also 
recently connected to two separate felony probation cases. He’s held 
without bail.

The daytime homeless services center in Ukiah is opening soon. The Daily 
Journal reports Redwood Community Services looking to open the shelter 
on South State Street in August if all goes as planned. The homelessness 
and housing manager for Redwood says they’re finishing the flooring and 
painting walls, then they’ll start furnishing the place. The location currently 
hosts overnight shelter in the winter, but so far there’s no plans for that in 
the summer. It comes at the same time police have been asking some 
people in homeless encampments to pack up their tents, SUVs, trailers and 
RVs to leave Airport Road between the airport and the railroad tracks. 
Police are planning to clear the area to reduce fire hazards and vegetation 
along the tracks.

Choppers in the sky due to a joint training exercise with federal and local 
law enforcement hosted by the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. The 
sheriff’s office reports it was a training for officers to be aerial observers so 
they’re up to speed on how to find and identify marijuana and associated 
environmental crimes. The training was a partnership with the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. State 
agencies included the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, The National 
Guard was supposed to join, but did not. The choppers flew over public and 
private land the last week. The Sheriff’s Dept. reports gathering info on 
illegal grows on private lands during its training.

A new old member of the Clearlake City Council has been sworn in… again. 
Russell Perdock took the oath of office Thursday saying it was good to be 
back. The Record Bee reports the Mayor Russ Cremer saying Perdock was 
appointed because he could hit the ground running. The newspaper reports 
the council then reviewed and approved its $6.6 million budget for the next 
fiscal year which focuses on public infrastructure, code enforcement, 
updates to city technology, and public safety. You can see the budget online 
at the city’s website.

There could be a hike in phone bills as part of the latest state budget. The 
nearly 215 billion dollar budget includes upgrading the state’s old 911 
system and aid for middle class families so they can pay their monthly 
health insurance premiums. But it may also mean a new monthly fee on 
phone bills and a tax for those who don’t buy health insurance. Some 
Republican lawmakers say it’s unconscionable to tax residents to pay for 
911 upgrades while there’s a huge budget surplus. But Democrats, who 
hold super majorities in both houses of the Legislature, say they don’t want 
to dip into the surplus for ongoing expenses.
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Lakeport City Council getting ahead of fire season working on action to get 
rid of weeds. Lake Co News reports the new fiscal year budget attacks 
weed abatement, and they’re considering buying a new generator in the 
new budget. The council to meet tomorrow night in closed session before 
the regular meeting. They’ll look over the proposed $16 million dollar 
budget. They’re also going to get a first look at the Lakeport Dam 
Emergency Action Plan before it goes to the state and the purchase of a 
new generator for the Lakeport Boulevard lift station at a cost of $40,000.

A new phone scam reported by Clearlake police. They say they’ve heard 
about two scams as of late. One where someone calls saying they’re a 
police officer but don’t say with what department. They then give the old line 
that there’s a family member who needs urgent medical care, so they need 
personal information and money. Caller ID showed an international number. 
Then the second scam is a fake kidnapping, where someone claims to be 
holding a family member hostage and demands a wire transfer of money. 
They say that one was also an international number.

3 people arrested during a protest of logging in Humboldt County. Reporter 
Kym Kemp says it happened at Monument Gate at the entrance to the 
Rainbow Ridge area where about a dozen protesters were trying to stop the 
Humboldt Redwood Company from logging. They were reportedly trying to 
erect a “mono-pod” to block the entrance and were arrested. One protester 
tells the news site Kym Kemp dot com, that two Humboldt County Sheriff’s 
deputies “violently arrested three people” and “basically attacked the crowd.” 
A spokesperson for the Sheriff’s Office says three people were indeed 
arrested for trespassing, resisting arrest and impeding traffic.

One of the two men who were arrested for the Ghost Ship Warehouse fire is 
testifying in court. The Press Democrat reports Max Harris was to testify in 
court today. He faces 36 counts of involuntary manslaughter with Derick 
Almena who’s been accused of running the Ghost Ship as an artist live-work 
space. A fire at the space in December of 2016 during a party killed 36 
people. The two pleaded no contest, but a judge said no and they went to 
jury trial anyway. Court papers say prosecutors are blaming Almena 
because the warehouse was packed with highly flammable items with no 
smoke detectors, fire alarms, sprinklers or other required safety equipment. 
And they allege Harris assisted Almena to turn the old warehouse into the 
space and collect rent and schedule concerts.

Reconstruction continues 2 years after the Redwood Valley Fire. The Daily 
Journal reports the group Mendocino-Rebuilding Our Community (M-ROC) 
told the Board of Supervisors there’s been a lot of progress financially and 
with reconstruction efforts to help 2017 fire survivors. The fire charred more 
than 36,000 acres and took down more than 500 structures. The board 
heard about progress made raising money to help survivors. They’ve been 
able to gather more than $5,600,000. They’re working to rebuild homes and 
distribute funds to survivors. They still have around $2,000,000 for 
rebuilding and relief. Some folks are still living at a campground near Lake 
Mendocino, trying to find homes. The group also told the board, in the 
future, they’ll include mental health treatment for survivors who may suffer 
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.



Success for the Mendocino County Economic Development & Finance 
Corporation’s future plans for the County. The organization telling the Board 
of Supervisors they continue to work on their Economic Development plan 
and Digital Infrastructure plan. They announced working on projects with the 
Sonoma-Mendocino Economic Development District, Workforce Alliance of 
the North Bay, Healthy Mendocino Poverty Action Team and the California 
Economic Summit. They also help businesses secure loans in both 
Mendocino and Lake Counties. They’re working on internet and broadband 
improvements too. Their plan for affordable high-speed internet for 98 
percent of households by 2025.

Police in Clearlake on the lookout for whoever shot another man to death in 
an apparent drive by shooting at an RV park. 40 year old Steven Stone 
killed yesterday while walking at Trombetta’s Resort. Police say someone 
shot at Stone from a moving car and that they don’t think it was random, and 
that the suspect was targeting Stone. Cops got a call about gunshots fired 
after midnight last night and when cops got to the area, they found Stone 
down with a gunshot wound. He was pronounced dead at a hospital. 
Witnesses say a car drove on the main highway of the RV park, shot him 
and took off. Stone was with someone else when he was shot, they were 
uninjured.

The Skunk Train owners have successfully secured part of the Georgia-
Pacific mill site. Mendocino Railway to expand their operation after acquiring 
77 acres of the long vacant site. The Press Democrat reports the Mendocino 
Railway Vice President says it’s a deal they’ve been working on for years 
but have only just started talking about it publicly. Their deal is for the 
northern end of the 320 acres along the coast. The City of Fort Bragg has 
been working on zoning designations for the site, looking to add jobs, bring 
in tourism and potentially add housing and light industry and hospitality to 
the site. The Skunk Train owners looking to extend their trips up the coast 
toward Glass Beach with a new station one day.

A man from Cazadero on the run after a crash that injured his family, who 
he left behind. The CHP reports there was a head on crash Sunday night, 
west of Monte Rio. The mom and her three kids went to a hospital in 
ambulances after the crash on Highway 116. The newspaper reports the 
driver was identified as Monte Rio Wood. Cops say he split after the crash, 
leaving his passengers there with minor to moderate injuries. Firefighters 
found them sitting on the ground, a 30 year old woman, 8 month old girl and 
6 and 10-year-old boys.

Settlement talks continue and delay the trial for a man accused of setting 
the Clayton Fire, among others. The Record Bee reports around the three 
year anniversary of the fire, Damin Pashilk of Clearlake is still in jail and has 
not been to trial. A continuance agreed to and Pashilk has so far pleaded 
not guilty and denied special allegations against him. At his preliminary 
hearing, several firefighters and investigators testified and it was found that 
Pashilk should be held over for a jury trial. There’s been several delays in 
the case already. He faces 19 felony arson charges for several fires in the 
summer of 2016, including the August Clayton Fire which burned nearly 
4,000 acres and destroyed 180 homes.



Sen. Mike McGuire set to have a town hall discussion on the Great 
Redwood Trail. The Trail will take over an old railway and turn it into a path 
for hikers, cyclists and nature enthusiasts. It will stretch from the San 
Francisco Bay to Humboldt Bay. McGuire says several million dollars has 
already been secured for the work to establish the trail which he will cover in 
his Town Hall this Saturday, June 22nd at 10:30 a.m. at the Ukiah Valley 
Conference Center. McGuire says the 300 mile long track will be an 
economic driver for the rural North Coast communities it goes thru and will 
attract hundreds of thousands of locals and visitors to hike the “spectacular 
landscape and inject needed funds into the greater North Coast region.”

Possible power outages this summer during fire weather events so a 
community meeting’s being hosted to update residents in Middletown. Lake 
Co News reports the South Lake County Fire Protection District and Pacific 
Gas and Electric hosting the community meeting this Saturday at 10 a.m. at 
Middletown Fire Station 60 on Highway 175. The Cal Fire Battalion Chief 
says PG&E is presenting its plans at the meeting for public safety power 
shutoffs if needed. There will also be vendors on hand with solar power 
equipment and generators for those interested.

Another phone scam reported by the Lake County Sheriff’s Office. The 
agency and the Superior Court reports getting calls from people who got 
robocalls telling the person answering the call they have outstanding arrest 
warrants and they need to stay on the line. Then someone asks them for 
their Social Security number, something the Sheriff’s Office or Court would 
never do. The Sheriff’s Dept. says if you get a call like this, not to act on it. 
They also say they’re investigating the reports as fraud.

More vandalism to report, this time in Lakeport. Yesterday we reported on 
vandals hitting a neighborhood in Redwood Valley. Now it’s at Clear Lake 
High, where police say yesterday morning there was vandalism to the high 
school gym’s basketball hoops.  Cops say one of the hoops was totally 
destroyed over the weekend after it was moved for work to be done on it last 
week. Yesterday it was found to be broken.  The school staff says there are 
several people who have keys to the gymnasium without the school’s 
consent, and they think one or more people were the cause of the damage.

One of the two men accused in the deaths of 36 people after a fire broke out 
at a warehouse in Oakland says nobody was really in charge. Max Harris 
testified yesterday that all who lived at the Ghost Ship warehouse were 
friends and there was monthly music and art showcases. His lawyers say 
he’s being treated as a scapegoat for the fire where he lived. He says he 
was not involved in organizing the concert that was happening when the fire 
broke out and said there were monthly concerts before he ever moved into 
the space. He said the electrical system wasn’t hooked up right and was 
illegally put together. He and Derick Almena, the master tenant of the space, 
are accused in the 36 deaths. Harris called him a friend and artistic mentor. 
They face up to 36 years each if found guilty on all counts.

Part of Highway 101 had to be shut down after a trailer stacked with 
mattresses crashed near Willits. It happened early this morning around mile 
marker 53.7 north of Willits. The CHP closed the entire highway there with 
traffic stopped for a time at Ryan Creek Road. It was about 2.5 hours later 
that the road finally opened, but only to one way traffic, then about an hour 
after that it was totally reopened. No word why the trailer crashed.
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A heat advisory has been issued for Lake County with temps topping the 
century mark. The National Weather Service forecasting hotter-than-normal 
temperatures. The advisory in effect until 10 p.m. tonight. It means there 
could be a prolonged period of hot temperatures today and warns those in 
sensitive groups to high temperatures to be careful. It’s going to be about 10 
to 15 degrees hotter than normal and it could last thru the middle of the 
week, with its peak today. Temperatures between 100 and 105 degrees are 
expected in some areas, Lake County should hit the low to high 90s and 
Ukiah, in Mendocino County is expected to hit 105.

The poultry division at the Lake County Fair is canceled due to a Newcastle 
disease outbreak in Southern California. Lake Co News reports there’s a 
confirmed case in the Bay Area so the Lake County Fair’s Junior Livestock 
Committee decided to cancel the poultry show. Lake Co News reports the 
viral disease is contagious and fatal, hitting the respiratory, nervous and 
digestive systems of birds and poultry. And apparently some of them die 
without any sign of why. It is however not a food safety concern; no human 
cases of Newcastle disease have been reported before from anyone eating 
poultry products. There have been rare cases of humans getting infected 
after working with poultry, but it was only mild symptoms like conjunctivitis.

More than a dozen local governments in Northern California have agreed to 
settle with PG&E after their equipment was blamed for starting fires. The 
settlements with government bodies including Paradise and Butte County 
worth up to $1 billion have to be approved by the judge overseeing the 
Pacific Gas & Electric bankruptcy case. A mediator reportedly helped 
negotiate the deal which would give the town of Paradise $270 million, $252 
million for Butte County, and $47.5 million for the Paradise Recreation and 
Parks District. The deal after several days of mediation in San Francisco 
with a retired Judge and 14 public entities who had claims from the 2015 
Butte Fire, the 2017 North Bay Fires and the 2018 Camp Fire.

PG&E’s plan to cut power during fire weather events could leave Ukiah in 
the dark too. The city has its own Electric company, but as the Daily Journal 
reports the energy is delivered over high voltage transmission lines used 
jointly by several California utilities. So the “Public Safety Power Shutoffs” 
resulting in “high-risk transmission lines” being turned off could mean folks 
are in the dark in Ukiah too. This will be addressed at the City Council 
meeting tonight.  The newspaper reports city staff noting they will work hard 
to restore electrical services for customers as quickly as possible, but also 
note that customers should prepare for no power for up to 48 hours at a 
time.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors hearing about code 
enforcement from the Department of Planning and Building Services. 
Improvements to that department have mean less complaints than last year. 
The Daily Journal reports violation notices are also on the decline year over 
year. There are a couple hundred open code enforcement cases, mostly 
due to unpermitted construction and grading, cannabis complaints, 
unauthorized development, and problems with structures.

Good news for a couple of high school teams from Ukiah who went to a 
National Competition for underwater robotics. The teams represented 
Northern Calif. at the SeaPerch Challenge in Maryland. The “Torque Team” 
was 7th and “H2Bros” finished 29th out of 84 high school teams. The 
program is to build Remotely Operated Vehicles out of a kit and those who 
win have to be top of their game in physics, engineering and math. The 
Daily Journal reports it’s Ukiah High’s third year in a row to go to Nationals.



A greenlight in Lakeport for the city to declare anyone with dry weeds, brush 
and other vegetation declared a public nuisance. The City Council tells city 
staff to find a way to encourage the hazards be removed using current 
citation procedures to get folks to comply. It’s all to reduce the risk of 
wildfires. The Lakeport Fire Protection District putting pressure on property 
owners to get rid of the vegetation off vacant and large lots, sending notices 
last month with a June 1st deadline to get the weeds and brush removed. 
The city then inspected the properties to see if they were in compliance and 
found about 100 were not, but there were also late season rains, which 
added more weeds.

The Teacher of the Year has been named in Lake County. An education 
specialist and resource teacher from Mountain Vista Middle School, Kerry 
Smith ets the honor. The school principal says Smith is “positive, funny, 
kind, exciting, friendly and helpful”. She also was touted for her teaching 
skills for students who get independent education plans. She teaches 
grades 6-8, working with math teachers and general education students 
struggling with math. Smith and other Teachers will be honored in October 
at an Excellence in Education Awards Dinner in Lakeport.

The Lake County Public Works director has been names as the interim 
Water Resources director. The Board of Supervisors has named Scott De 
Leon as interim Water Resources director. Lake Co News reports the board 
announced De Leon accepted the appointment until there’s a full 
recruitment for the job. The last Water Resources director, David Cowan is 
moving back to his home state of Texas to be the watershed manager, 
where he says he can be closer to his grandkids.

A kidney doctor in Lakeport has lost his license due to a sex assault case. 
Lake Co News reports the Medical Board of California revoked Dr. 
Mohamad Moutaz Almawaldi’s license last week after he pleaded no contest 
to a misdemeanor count of sexual battery. He got three years probation and 
he has to register as a sex offender, that’s what led to the loss of his license. 
It all goes back to the case from August 2017 where a former employee of 
Almawaldi’s says he forcefully kissed her and pulled down her shirt. He was 
arrested last year in the case and later indicted. The case was then reported 
to the Medical Board of California.

Some fire starts in the Mendocino National Forest after a recent lightning 
storm in the Yolla Bolly Wilderness. Lake Co News reports the fire was 
spotted Monday from the Anthony Peak Lookout. It has been named the 
East Fire and was reported about 43 miles west of Red Bluff and charred 40 
acres so far. Smokejumpers were assigned to the fire which is burning in the 
Yellow fire scar from back in 2008. Another fire’s being monitored, the 
Haynes fire.

The Gov. has apologized to California Native American Peoples for 
violence, mistreatment and neglect against them over many years. Gov. 
Newsom has also announced he’s started the Truth and Healing Council for 
Native Americans to tell their side of events between the state and tribes. 
Newsom says the state has to “reckon with our dark history” after Native 
Americans suffered violence, discrimination and exploitation which had been 
sanctioned by the state over many years.  The Governor’s new council will 
be led and convened by his tribal advisor. There will also be representatives 
from tribes, state and local agencies and other relevant non-governmental 
stakeholders.
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A new chief has been named for the Russian River Fire Protection District. 
Sonoma County Fire Chief Mark Heine of Windsor will take over, managing 
11 firefighters who work on about 20 square miles along the Russian River 
between Forestville and Monte Rio. The same Chief was named for Windsor 
and Rincon Valley, then added the Bennett Valley and Mountain fire 
agencies. The four agencies all consolidated and known now as the 
Sonoma County Fire District. The Russian River district has not had a chief 
since the end of 2017, when the last Chief Max Ming was fired without 
public explanation.

A man from Potter Valley has been killed after a solo car crash on the 101 
north of the Sonoma County line. The CHP reports the man in his mid 40’s, 
was headed north towards Mendocino County yesterday afternoon around 
5:30 at about 80 mph then he lost control of his pickup, skidding off the 
road, across the lanes again, then hit a rock and rolled over. His truck then 
landed back right side up on the highway. But he was found dead inside the 
truck without a seatbelt on. Nobody else was with him at the time. CHP 
investigating why the crash happened.

The latest count of homelessness in Butte County shows a spike, because 
of the Camp Fire, but other reasons too. The spring count in the latest point 
in time report released Monday shows homelessness up by 16 percent. The 
report shows the Camp Fire pushed many into homelessness, some staying 
in FEMA mobile homes and others even sleeping in cars, on the street or in 
a park. The homeless count on March 28th is a national survey required by 
all local municipalities in order to get money from the fed. It’s conducted by 
local Continuum of Care agencies. Those in Butte County found without 
shelter because of the Camp Fire, never homeless before, some said they 
had been in the past.

A new report by UC Berkeley shows many Californians don’t know how the 
state should tackle the housing shortage. The report by the college’s 
Institute of Governmental Studies shows 47 percent of Californians disagree 
on how to handle the situation, but in the Bay Area the majority said the 
state should get more involved. There’s a bill in the state Senate currently 
demanding cities build more housing and allow for more density. State 
planners say the state has a housing deficit of 3.5 million units because 
cities are not putting in more housing to meet state guidelines. Some in the 
Berkeley study said they thought the state should offer housing subsidies to 
help low- and moderate-income homebuyers. Others said there should be 
more multi-family development and still more said more rent control should 
be approved. Others say none of that would even solve the problem

More than 1,000 unsafe conditions found by PG&E as they inspected their 
power equipment across the state which was mandated by a court. The 
utility company admits to as many as 1,200 issues on hundreds of 
thousands of power distribution poles, nearly 50,000 transmission structures 
and 222 substations covering more than 5,500 miles of transmission line 
and 25,200 miles of distribution line. The company says they’ve fixed every 
problem that was considered an “immediate safety risk” and about 97% of 
the conditions on poles. The utility company saying they needed to do 
better. It comes a day after they announced a one billion dollar settlement 
for the 2017 and 2018 wildfires in Calif, including the Camp Fire, the 
deadliest and most destructive in state history which Cal Fire says was 
sparked by a PG&E transmission line.



A resolution’s been approved by the Lakeport City Council declaring it a 
public nuisance for homeowners to have dry weeds or brush or other dried 
out vegetation. It’s added to the city’s municipal code to reduce possible 
wildland fires in the city limits. But it has to be determined, before a citation 
or fine, that the weeds are a nuisance to the city. The city sending out 
notices in May to homeowners, giving them until June 1st to clear everything 
away. Anyone found in violation has 10 days to abate hazardous weeds 
after getting notice, then if they don’t comply, they get a citation and a $100 
fine.

Cal Fire’s Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit is doing a prescribed burn along 
Highway 128 between the Monticello Dam and Winters. The burning was 
set for all week, last week but was canceled because of the Sand Fire that 
started in Yolo County. So now Cal Fire has decided to go for it today during 
morning hours thru next Friday, June 28th. They looking to burn about 65 
acres so expect to see some smoke for the next week if you’re in the area or 
driving nearby. There will also be traffic control in the area. There’s been 
five big fires in the area over the last five years, so the burn is to protect the 
area from another large fire in the future.

One of the two men blamed in the Ghostship Warehouse fire in Oakland still 
testifying at their murder trial. Max Harris and Derick Almena are accused of 
36 deaths after a fire broke out during a concert in December of 2016. 
Prosecutors say the place was so packed with art, old furniture and other 
debris, that it became a deathtrap. The prosecution questioning Harris this 
week who calls himself the executive director of the artist collective at the 
space, but says it wasn’t a serious title. He says all exits were clear and 
says he tried to put out the fire as he escaped. The master tenant of the 
space Almena’s wife Micah Allison will testify in her husband’s defense next 
week.

The new superintendent of schools in Lakeport is set to take over. The 
School District is getting ready for new leadership as the new fiscal year 
begins next month. Lake Co News reports there are also several new school 
administrators coming aboard at the same time the interim Superintendent 
Patrick Iaccino has his last meeting next week. Iaccino was hired in January 
to help find a new superintendent who was hired last month. Jill Falconer, 
the Clear Lake High School principal is taking over July 1st. Iaccino says he 
and Falconer have been meeting to go over work, staffing and recruitments.

A lightning sparked fire in the Mendocino National Forest has grown over 
the last day, tripling in size. Lake Co News reports the fire in the Yolla Bolly 
Wilderness dubbed the East Fire has charred 125 acres. It’s reported about 
43 miles west of Red Bluff and was first spotted Monday afternoon from the 
Anthony Peak Lookout. Firefighters reportedly watching the fire and areas of 
concern, its potential growth and the weather forecast. Yesterday they were 
working to remove dry brush and build containment lines. Another fire, pretty 
small, southeast of the East fire, the Haynes fire has burned ten acres.

The name of another Camp Fire victim has been released. The fire last year 
killed 85 people, but apparently not all of them have been identified publicly. 
Now the Butte County Sheriff’s Office releases the name of yet another 
victim. 72 year old Phyllis Salazar of Paradise. That brings the number of 
those positively identified to 78. 5 more have been tentatively identified, and 
two are still unknown.
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One of the transmission lines believed to have started the Camp Fire has 
been permanently de-energized by PG&E. The Caribou-Palermo 
transmission line was turned off permanently as the utility company 
inspected lines, finding it as one of the riskiest in its coverage area. It runs 
along the Feather River and had been off since the fire broke out last 
December. But more problems were found on the line along with hundreds 
more determined to be an “immediate safety risk” with the same problem 
with a so called C-hook found on the line that started the Camp Fire.

A singer in Malaysia in trouble with the law for keeping a bear as a pet, even 
though she said she thought it was a dog. The sun bear was living with 
Zarith Sofia Yasin. She told Asia One in an interview that she had found the 
animal a couple weeks before, on the side of the road and wanted to nurse 
it back to health. She says she wasn’t intending to break the law, knowing it 
can’t be kept as a pet, she just wanted to save it. She named it Bruno and 
wanted to help it get well and give it to a zoo. Her apartment in Kuala 
Lumpur was raided after a video was seen of the bear crying from a window.

Calif. residents will be able to give their opinion on a plan for state health 
officials, not doctors, on medical exemptions for vaccinations. The Assembly 
Health Committee having a hearing which is expected to pack the room at 
the Capitol to discuss vaccines. Last month there was controversy at a 
meeting of the Senate with some in attendance shouting, “we will not 
comply” during a vote on the measure. But major changes have been made 
to the bill after the Gov. signaled he wasn’t a fan of the legislation. Now the 
bill says the public health department would only look over exemptions from 
doctors who have more than five in one school year at schools with 
vaccination rates of less than 95%. And the Gov. has said if it passes, he’ll 
sign it into law. It comes after measles started to spread again, reaching a 
25-year high in the U.S. earlier this year.

Regulations are being worked on for a retrieval program for lost or 
abandoned commercial Dungeness crab gear. A public hearing of the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife set for next Tuesday in Monterey 
on the matter. There was already one public hearing in April and a public 
comment period ends Monday. Right now all commercial Dungeness crab 
traps have to be removed from the water by 11:59 p.m. on the last day of 
the commercial Dungeness crab season. Any lost gear after the close of the 
season can be retrieved after the official closure. The state agency looking 
to reduce lost or abandoned trap gear in the ocean as they can become 
entangled to marine life and create navigational hazards to other boaters.

Get ready, summer is here and Pacific Gas and Electric is preparing to turn 
power off and says it could be up to five days at a time. A PG&E 
representative speaking to the City Council says 48 hours, which had 
previously been reported, is a reasonable amount of time to expect the 
power off, but to also be prepared for up to five days. They say the shutoffs 
are a tool they’re using to minimize fires starting to begin with especially 
after the Camp Fire which burned 14,000 homes and killed 85 people. Last 
year there were some shutoffs too, but this year they will be on transmission 
lines, which could mean the entire grid is turned off. Look for red flag 
warnings as a possible indicator of power being turned off.



Running water and sewer services will be provided by the City of Ukiah 
during Public Safety Power Shutoffs. As we’ve reported Pacific Gas and 
Electric is planning power shut offs, but the Ukiah Electric Utility director tells 
the Daily Journal they have gas generators that can operate the water and 
sewer plants. The city manager of emergency services says if PG&E does 
turn power off for up to five days, residents should be prepared to have 
batteries and flashlights and stock sustainable food and water. And a 
reminder to keep your garage door open if it runs on electric and get battery 
or solar-powered devices so you can charge cell phones or other 
electronics.

After a mediator proposed a settlement with PG&E regarding the October 
2017 firestorm and last year’s Camp Fire, Mendocino County’s Executive 
office announcing their own agreement with the utility company. $415 million 
dollars to the County to cover damages caused by fires including the 
Redwood Complex that killed nine people and destroyed more than 500 
structures. The money won’t be distributed until PG&E’s bankruptcy case is 
complete. 14 public entities with claims from the 2015 Butte Fire, the 2017 
North Bay Fires, and the 2018 Camp Fire are included in the one billion 
dollar settlement.

The new budget in Lakeport has been approved. Just over 16 million dollars 
in spending with money coming out of reserves for some infrastructure 
projects. The Record Bee reports the city’s predicting more than $12.5 
million in revenue, which is 6 percent off from the current fiscal year and 
about $3.5 million lower than planned spending. The city’s finance director 
says they have to do some repairs after the winter storms from two years 
ago, and this year which amount to millions in damage. There are also road 
repairs and infrastructure improvements included in the projects. It will mean 
a deficit of about $131,000 for the general fund. The city manager says the 
reserves are wisely spent on one time projects.

As PG&E announces settlements and power shutoffs, they’re also looking to 
distribute millions in bonuses to key executives during their bankruptcy 
proceedings. The utility is asking to give out almost $11 million in bonuses 
but the judge in their Chapter 11 case would have to approve it. The 
bonuses made public as part of a filing with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. The bonuses are incentives for key employees related to 
safety, operational and financial goals. It comes after the utility filed for 
bankruptcy this past January after wildfire claims and other liabilities 
amounted to $51.69 billion in debts. Almost all of the October 2017 Northern 
Calif. fires and last year’s Camp Fire are blamed on PG&E’s equipment. The 
company’s filing says about half of the bonuses will be paid in cash and the 
other 50 percent with restricted stock.

One of the first bills signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom is for kittens to 
quickly get adopted. The bill’s author Assemblyman Bill Quirk says it 
surprised him to find out kittens have to be held in shelters up to three days 
before they can be adopted and it leads to many being 
unnecessarily euthanized because they’re not properly cared for. But 
apparently there is still a Calif. law saying animals who are adopted must be 
neutered or spayed before being placed in homes which could mean they’re 
two months old.



The legislature has moved a $13 billion school construction bond forward so 
it will be on the ballot next year. Then another for 2022 also moved forward. 
There was $9 billion in state funding from the last state bond but it’s already 
been spent or earmarked. The latest bond approved for the ballot won 
unanimous approval of the Senate Education Committee Wednesday. It still 
needs some language tweaking though before the full Senate takes a vote 
on the bill. The state supplements the cost of construction projects with 
bonds from local property taxes. Plus the state also pays about half of what 
it costs to build a new school and another 60 percent to renovate a school 
or college campus.

A new vaccination bill has moved another step forward to give public health 
officials not doctors, the authority to exempt some children from getting 
immunized before going to school. An Assembly committee approved the 
bill during a lively hearing with a 9-2 vote after some wording in the bill was 
changed. Supporters of the bill say some parents look for doctors to write an 
exemption even if it’s not needed. There were hundreds at the hearing 
though calling it government overreach. Some saying they wouldn’t follow 
the rules if they’re adopted and signed into law by the governor.

The general land use plan still in the midst of being approved by Fort 
Bragg’s Planning Commission and the City Council for the Georgia-Pacific 
mill site. The work at the same time the Skunk Train owners were approved 
for a purchase of part of the site. The plan supposed to be done sometime 
this summer to allow for transportation studies to start and planning efforts 
to begin before April of 2021. The Advocate newspaper reports the Planning 
Commission hearing from developers about plans for the site including 
retail, housing and hospitality. There’s also some cleanup set for the old mill 
site. The soil removal has been done, but there are old ponds that need to 
be remediated where high levels of arsenic remain. And there’s still 
discussion about existing businesses and new businesses plans for the site.

A woman in Shasta County court found guilty in the death of two teenagers 
she hit drunk driving in 2017. 27 year old Kendra Andersen-Schwegerl 
convicted of two counts of Second Degree Murder and other crimes 
yesterday for the crash into a car full of teenagers stopped at a red light in 
Redding. At the time, police said Andersen-Schwegerl was going 100 miles 
an hour killing 18 year old Erica Young and 19 year old Lacy Jackson, both 
of Hoopa, the three others in the car were also injured. Police say the driver 
had beer in her car and was drinking at two bars over three hours before the 
accident. Her blood alcohol was .254% about an hour and a half after the 
crash. She’ll be sentenced July 19th and faces forty years to life in prison.

Another phone scam circulating thru Northern Calif. this time in Fortuna with 
a claim it’s PG&E calling to warn of electricity being shut off unless a 
payment is made immediately. One business owner in Southern Humboldt 
saying they got a realistic sounding robo call saying it was PG&E. An 
employee answered the call that said PG&E would shut off power in 40 
minutes for non-payment. But the owner said they knew it was a scam and 
didn’t fall for it. Fortuna police say the same scam happened earlier this year 
with the calls coming from a 415 area code.

UC California is making changes after the college admissions scandal. The 
scandal which involved some celebrities included fifty people cheating on 
tests to get their kids admitted to prestigious schools. The school system will 
now monitor donations so there are no admissions based on money being 
donated or paid. The UC President Janet Napolitano says they’re taking 
their zero tolerance policy extremely seriously and will be proactive, 
transparent and accountable in the future.
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At the same time the California State University system reportedly kept $1.5 
billion in reserves but has raised tuition. A new report says the system also 
lobbied lawmakers for more state funding. The report made public yesterday 
by the state auditor says CSU had a massive surplus the last decade that 
comes mainly from student tuition at the same time, the system almost 
doubled student tuition across its 23 campuses. The auditor’s report says 
the system also did not fully inform legislators and students about its 
surplus. Tuition at CSU campuses was up from about $3,000 for the 2008-
2009 school year to almost double, at $5,700 last school session.

There are two new vacancies on the Ukiah Unified School District board of 
trustees after two moved outside of the area. Registered voters living in the 
trustee area center or trustee area north who are interested can apply at 
www.uusd.net. Applications are also available at 511 s. orchard ave in 
Ukiah, and are due back by 4 pm on Wednesday. Interviews will take place 
in open sessions on Aug 6th and 7th, at 5 pm.

CalFire says there is a fire is burning on property owned by the University of 
California’s Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources. The 40-acre fire 
started this afternoon off Scott Forbes Road, east of Browns Valley. No 
structures are being threatened, and evacuations have not been issued.

A special meeting is planned for today as the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District 
board of directors look to take over billing of their own customers and the 
discussion of a Mendocino County Grand Jury report, which said the board 
needs to be more transparent with taxpayers and to negotiate the joint 
powers agreement with the city. The meeting gets underway at 6 pm at 
1511 laws Avenue.

The latest update shows the East Fire is 10% contained after burning 378 
acres. Crews are using a strategy to confine the fire between East Ridge, 
Buck Ridge and Wrights ridge to the south.

Over the next 365 days, a private property boundary survey, audit of the 
North Coast Rail Authority finances, a trail assessment and a plan to 
railbank a line from the Mendocino County line northward are all in the 
works. Senator Mike McGuire told attendees at the Ukiah Valley Conference 
Center on Saturday about his plans for the Great Redwood Trail and said 
that the concerns of some of the 1900 property owners living near the 
proposed trail will be addressed by developers, adding that all the extra 
people in the area may actually cut down on crime. He also says the trails 
will bring more money to Ukiah, Willits, Eureka and other areas with new 
visitors paying for lodging, food and other expenses, and will also draw 
more residents to the area.

If you’ve ever needed a way to track when your bus would arrive, there’s 
now an app for that. Mendocino Transit Authority now has one called Route 
Shout 2.0 available from Google Play or the App store. The app tracks 
buses in real time so anyone with a mobile phone can see bus locations, 
check schedules and plan for the exact arrival of their bus. More info at 
mendocinotransit.org

Approval would be needed by a judge in bankruptcy court, but PG&E is 
requesting $10.9 million dollars to pay bonuses to what the company 
describes as key executives as they work through a chapter 11 bankruptcy 
to restructure finances. If approved, 50% of the bonuses will be paid in cash, 
50% in restricted stock.

http://www.uusd.net/
http://mendocinotransit.org/


June 8th and 9th, PG&E shut off power to some 20,000 customers in North 
Bay and Sierra Foothills due to hot and windy weather. According to an 
incident report filed with the California Public Utilities Commission, crews 
found five areas that had wind damage in the Sierra Foothills. A fallen tree 
in Oroville had hit a shed and cable wire, and broken trees on conductors 
and a broken cable line were found in Butte County. Repairs were made 
and the power was back on in less than 24 hours.

An announcement by PG&E last week that large parts of the state could 
lose power for up to five days at a time. Certain conditions would need to be 
present before the outages would be prescribed including a red flag 
warking, low humidity and sustained winds over 25 mph with gusts up to 40 
mph. The Daily Journal reports that Ukiah city officials have said that water 
and sewer will be available during the outages because gas generators will 
be used to keep the plants working, and natural gas services should not be 
affected. Residents are advised to stock up on water, flashlights, batteries 
and other supplies useful when the power is out. Skilled nursing facilities, 
intermediate and long term care facilities, nursing homes, and other vital 
facilities are worried about the outages, and say that they could force the 
residents to be moved during prolonged outages.

As fire season gets underway, authorities are anticipating a busy season 
ahead, and The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services had put a working 
group together last March to recommend standardized terms to be used 
during evacuations or shelter in place events. The purpose is to cut down on 
confusion during emergencies where various agencies and jurisdictions are 
involved and giving instructions to the public. Moving forward, the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office and the Office of Emergency Services will use the 
following language to instruct residents. An Evacuation Order will be given 
when there is a threat to life or property, and residents will be legally 
required to leave. Evacuation Warnings will be issued when there is a 
potential threat to life or property. This will be the time that residents who 
may potentially have to evacuate will make their preparations. A shelter in 
place will be issued when evacuations are not necessary. The public will be 
instructed to go indoors, shut and lock their doors and windows and prepare 
to self sustain until further notice.

The NCAA wrote a letter to the chairs of two state assembly committees last 
week essentially saying that if California passes a bill allowing college 
athletes to be paid for the use of their own name, images or likeness, the 
schools may be prohibited from participating in championships. 23 NCAA 
division schools would be affected- for of which are in the Pac 12 
conference. The bill, which passed the Senate last month is being discussed 
today in a hearing by the Assembly’s Arts, Entertainment, Sports, Tourism 
and Internet Media Committee.

A 5.6 magnitude quake struck Northern California on Saturday night 
according to the United States Geological Survey, which says the quake hit 
around 8:53 pm, about 37 miles southwest of Eureka Tremors were also felt 
in Ferndale and Scotia. Recently there have been dozens of quakes in 
Nevada, and about 1000 in the southern part of California in just the past 
three weeks.

A prescribed burn along highway 128 between the Monticello Dam and the 
town of Winters in Yolo County will move ahead today through Friday. About 
65 acres will be burned in an operation first scheduled for Jun 10th but was 
delayed due to the Sand Fire. The burns will begin around 8:30 each day 
and be done by3pm. The burn area has been scorched by five major fires in 
recent years.
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A man accused of having child pornography has pleaded no contest. The 
Mendocino County DA reports Russell Haber of Gualala withdrew a not 
guilty plea after striking a deal to a single felony of unlawful possession of 
child pornography. The DA’s office says the agreement basically means the 
man is pleading guilty. Haber was apparently on supervised probation from 
another kiddy porn case when he was arrested again in March 2017. After 
his agreement, his two cases were sent to the Probation Department for 
sentencing recommendation. He’s due back July 19th to be sentenced. He 
faces 80 months in state prison and is staying in Sheriff Dept. custody until 
that time.

A fire burning near Cache Creek Dam has been contained before spreading. 
The fire seen from the Mount Konocti Lookout, but firefighters first couldn’t 
find where the pillar of smoke was coming from. Upon further investigation, 
they found it burning on private property near the Cache Creek Dam. 
Dispatch reports say the fire had a slow to moderate spread in heavy fuel. 
Some power lines nearby were de-energized, but no dropped lines were 
reported. It burned where the 2015 Rocky and 2016 Clayton fires burned. 
When firefighters contained it, it had burned about 9 acres.

A public meeting’s being held by the Bureau of Land Management Ukiah 
Field Office to get input on a wind energy project. The town hall two weeks 
from today, Tuesday, July 9th, for the proposed Walker Ridge Wind Energy 
Project in Lake and Colusa counties. There’s currently a 30-day public 
comment period happening which ends July 24th and they’ll accept written 
public comments at the open-house for the project to include up to 42 wind 
turbines on about 2,270 acres of BLM-managed public land along Walker 
Ridge, within the Indian Valley Management Area.

The open house meeting will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Moose 
Lodge, 15900 State Highway 20, Clearlake Oaks.

A unanimous approval on the new fiscal year budget in Lakeport. The City 
Council voted to allow a small deficit and looks at finishing some major 
capital projects. The final budget was presented to the council last week. 
Lake Co News reports it focuses mostly on public safety, roads, human 
capital, project execution, cost control and economic development with 
$12.7 million in revenue and $16.3 million in spending.

A man from Hidden Valley Lake crashes his motorcycle and gets arrested 
for suspicion of DUI after a crash into a car. Police say 22 year old Josiah 
Fleenor had major injuries after the Saturday night crash in Hidden Valley 
Lake. The CHP says he was on a 2019 Kawasaki motorcycle but because 
of how intoxicated he was, his bike went off the roadway and crashed into a 
parked car. Cops also say he wasn’t using his safety equipment and that 
booze was a factor in his crash. He was taken to a hospital and arrested for 
DUI.

Lake County Sheriff Dept. preparing for fire season updates its language to 
use in the case of evacuations and sheltering. Apparently the way things 
were worded was different among various agencies and jurisdictions. The 
Sheriff’s office says that sometimes meant confusion. So in March the 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services put together a panel who’s 
recommended some standard terms to use in evacuation or shelter in place 
situations. They include what an evacuation order is, what a warning is, and 
what shelter in place means too.



A fire reported behind the FoodMaxx in Ukiah on Airport Blvd quickly put 
out. The bonfire reported twice yesterday. The fire apparently used for 
cooking, didn’t pose a danger as it wasn’t near foliage and had bare dirt 
around it. But the Fire Authority says property owners should put up ‘No 
Trespassing’ signs. The fire after several campers were ordered to leave the 
area between the airport and the railroad tracks. And inmate crews were 
working to clear dry grass and vegetation in the area yesterday too.

The Konocti Harbor Resort probably not reopening this summer after all. 
The date was for June, then it was pushed to fall after a wet winter. But the 
Managing Director says there were things found during renovation that were 
unexpected, but says they’re making progress. The have to deal with long 
term water damage and plumbing and sewage repairs in the restaurant. The 
managing director says they’ve pulled out old carpeting, remodeled some 
cabanas and hotel rooms and put in new flooring. They’re looking to open 
with 100 rooms, a restaurant, a bar and a convenience store.

The Zoning Administrator in Ukiah is considering two projects. One is on 
South State St. and the other is simply a thumbs up or down for a new 
canopy for a gas station being renovated on East Gobbi Street. The meeting 
Thursday to consider a minor use permit for Detail Garage and Window 
Tinting. It used to be a gas station and repair shop known as Redwood Tree 
Service, but it’s been vacant for years.

Some zoning ordinance changes are being considered by the Lake County 
Board of Supervisors regarding cell towers and antennae. This after Verizon 
wanted to put up a new tower and was requesting a bunch of variances 
including setting the tower back and what the access requirements should 
be for an unused tower in downtown Middletown. The Lake County Planning 
Commission denied a permit for Verizon, who’s appealing. County Counsel 
says they’re looking to encourage towers go up in nonresidential areas and 
for several carriers to use a single facility so there’s not a bunch of 
equipment spread out around the County. The Board’s also considering if 
they should buy a generator to power the Courthouse should PG&E turn 
power off in a fire weather event.

A man from Clearlake appears in court after a robbery and assault to be 
held over for trial. 29 year old Paul Mendez had his preliminary hearing to 
see if there was enough evidence to hold him over for the trial. He’s pleaded 
not guilty for battery with serious bodily injury, robbery and assault with a 
deadly weapon with likely gross bodily injury for a December attack on 
another man, Nicholas Vining. It looks like the trial will happen sometime in 
September with the next court date at the end of August. Vining was 
interviewed in the hospital after the attack telling cops he was attacked by 
Mendez who was arrested in Clearlake Oaks. He admitted to the attack at 
the time and was booked into jail. Another suspect was also caught, Charles 
Drake in jail on $75,000 bail.

The body of an automotive journalist has been found. The Calaveras County 
Sheriff’s Office reports a body was found last Thursday in the Mokelumne 
River north of Valley Springs. They say they think it was 44-year-old David 
Gordon Johnson who was reported missing almost three weeks ago. Police 
say his girlfriend told them Johnson was headed home after test driving a 
motorcycle for a couple of days in Calif. and Nevada. Search teams found 
his clothes, cellphone and a laptop a few feet away from the fast-moving 
river.



Fort Bragg police have announced their annual Day in the Park. On 
Saturday, July 13th Fort Bragg Police along with several local community 
organizations are hosting the event at Bainbridge Park. They say it’s to bring 
families together for a fun safe event at the same time learning about 
resources and organizations in the community. It’s free and open to all ages, 
but focuses on children. There’s also free lunch with entertainment and a 
talent show.

Organizations who wish to host a booth or activity at the Day in the Park 
event may contact Sergeant O’Neal at toneal@fortbragg.com.

The East Fire has grown, but is apparently not a danger. Fire crews are 
patrolling and monitoring activity along Buck Ridge and East Ridge to the 
Middle Eel River. The Forest reporting repairing camp sites, firelines and 
helispots, removing berms, dispersing slash, hauling trash and covering cut 
trees with limbs or slash. They’re advising anyone out hiking to stay away 
from the area. Cool weather has the fire activity minimal. So far the fire 23 
miles northeast of Covelo in Trinity County has burned 410 acres and is 
30% contained. No structures have burned and no injuries have been 
reported.

The DMV is closing for a half day to get ready for the federal Real ID 
program. The Department of Motor Vehicles is closing Wednesday, July 
24th until 1 p.m. As of next year all Americans have to have updated Real 
ID identification cards to travel without a passport. The Sacramento Bee 
newspaper reports the DMV has been struggling to launch the program 
efficiently. The agency asking as many as 3.5 million Californians who 
already applied for Real ID cards to send in a second proof of address 
because the initial system didn’t meet federal guidelines.

Calif. lawmakers vote yes for a tax on those who don’t buy state mandated 
health insurance. If you recall, that’s a main piece of former President 
Barack Obama’s health care law, the Affordable Care Act. But Republicans 
cut that part of the law out, but not in Calif. Gov. Gavin Newsom had 
proposed something similar just after he took office. The US Supreme Court 
had upheld the mandate in Obamacare, then the penalty was eliminated by 
Republicans in 2017 to begin this year, part of the tax cuts President Trump 
signed into law. Now Democrats in Calif. are looking to reinstitute the 
mandate, no Republican legislators voted for it and one Democrat in the 
Assembly voted no, Rudy Salas Jr. of Bakersfield.

A man from Hopland has been arrested as part of a human trafficking sting. 
Clearlake police got a call last Thursday morning to a report of someone 
being held against their will and there they found a 21-year woman with 
minor injuries. Cops say the victim saw the suspect’s car as she spoke to 
them, so they went after it. The men got out and ran, but police found Javier 
Alvarez of Hopland hiding in a backyard. He was arrested and held on 
$150,000 bond for first degree robbery plus there were other alleged 
offenses including human trafficking, assault, extortion and false 
imprisonment. The second man has been only identified as “Armondo,” but 
he’s not been caught yet. He’s described as a thin older Hispanic male 
adult, about 6 feet tall, with salt and pepper gray hair.

mailto:toneal@fortbragg.com
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The Lake County Planning Commission is starting to update the County 
General Plan’s “Housing Element” with a town hall. It’s mandated by the 
state for all local government’s general plans to promote housing 
development and to meet the housing needs of their residents. The Record 
Bee reports in its staff report, Lake County Community Development 
Director and the Principal Planner say besides updates, there are also new 
state requirements that need to be implemented, mostly in line with 
affordable housing, and they have to include state assembly bill 2162 
requiring “supportive housing” to be a “use by right” anywhere that 
multifamily and mixed use is allowed.

A fire behind a motel in Ukiah had visitors evacuating. Firefighters attacking 
the fire that started Tuesday in a shed behind the Motel 6 on North State 
Street then spread to the motel’s attic and roof. Deputies went door to door 
to get people out of the motel, with one disabled person helped out of the 
building then into an ambulance. The Daily Journal reports a witness saying 
they saw a couple of people with propane torches to weeds. The owner of 
the motel says 48 rooms, a conference room and other areas were 
damaged by the fire and he thought the shed might have been broken into 
by some homeless people. A drone flew over the building with the help of a 
DA’s office investigator to locate hot spots in the building.

The yearly report from the Mendocino County Business Improvement 
District has been released showing the state of tourism. The Daily Journal 
reports the report gathering info from people and businesses in the County 
and from the Mendocino County Tourism Commission with their proposed 
budget and recommendations for the future. It says the county’s the ninth of 
20 counties with a big share of tourism-related employment and travel 
spending the last year they have data for, 2017, was up more than 4%.  
Some of the goals for the future include increasing tourism revenue 
marketing, public relations, and a sales plan, more participation with 
partners for decision making, data sharing with partners and collaborating 
countywide for a new website.

An employee of a Ford car dealership in the Morgan Hill area opens fire, 
killing two managers, then himself. Police got several calls to the Ford 
dealership last night finding one dead man when they got there who they 
say was the shooter. They say the shooting happened after some sort of 
workplace confrontation. They say he had a handgun on him when he was 
found and two other men with gunshot wounds were found inside the 
building. Police telling local TV reporters the shooter knew he was about to 
be fired and brought guns with him to work, shooting his manager after 
being fired and a supervisor who tried to wrestle with the suspect before he 
was killed.

Tickets are going out to residents in Lakeport if they’ve not abated weeds 
and other dry vegetation. There was a June 1st deadline and the City 
Council decided to declare dry weeds, brush and other dry vegetation a 
public nuisance. Citations go out after city staff members try to get property 
owners to comply first. A courtesy letter went out the first week of May from 
the Lakeport Fire Protection District reminding of the June 1st deadline. 
They then followed up to find which properties weren’t abated, finding 100 of 
them, giving them 10 days. Those who don’t comply get a warning or could 
be fined up to $500 for continued noncompliance.



A Calif. Congressman accused of using campaign funds for personal use, 
then blaming his wife. Court papers say Rep. Duncan Hunter of San Diego 
illegally used campaign money to fund romantic flings with lobbyists and 
congressional aides, detailing his alleged affairs. Duncan’s wife Margaret 
pleaded guilty to one corruption count and agreed to work with federal 
prosecutors and testify against her husband. He says he’s being targeted by 
politically motivated prosecutors who say he used campaign money for ski 
trips with one lobbyist who he stayed in a hotel room, ordering room service, 
then flying back to DC after. Prosecutors say he knew the money shouldn’t 
be used that way.

Stricter gun control laws going into effect in Calif. The new law to require 
background checks on ammunition purchases, something the Governor and 
others say will save lives. The law was approved by voters in 2016 with a 
July 1st effective date. Some ammunition dealers say their sales have 
skyrocketed the last several weeks. Supporters also say the new law can 
help cops find ghost guns that are not registered with the state.

Discussions continue by cities about what to do in the event Pacific Gas and 
Electric goes ahead with public safety power shutoffs if weather conditions 
warrant. So the Clearlake City Council is taking up the matter at their 
meeting tomorrow night. The council will consider solutions if power is shut 
down. It comes after PG&E equipment was determined to be the cause of 
the Camp Fire and several in Oct. 2017. Power to be shut off because of fire 
weather in an area considered to be high fire danger. The city manager says 
it’s highly likely it will happen this fire season.

A man has been rescued after driving 300-feet over the side of the road 
near Geyserville. Geyserville Fire reports the man went over the 
embankment at the Liberty Glen Campground yesterday, then had to wait 
12 hours before a hiker heard him crying for help then saw his car. The 
man’s name has not been released and there’s no word what caused him to 
go down the embankment near Lake Sonoma and Warm Springs Creek. 
The Geyserville Fire Protection District and Cal Fire went to rescue the man 
last night and took him to a hospital. His injuries were non-life threatening.

No more private prisons for felons in Calif. The state has decided to stop 
using private out of state prisons after Gov. Schwarzenegger started the 
practice in 2006. That was apparently only supposed to be temporary 
because of overcrowding. Prisons back then had reached an all-time high of 
more than 173,000 inmates, double the original design capacity. Former 
Gov. Jerry Brown was against the practice while he was the state attorney 
general, and changes were made when he became Governor to lower 
prison populations. There are now about 126,000 inmates in state prisons, 
around a third more than their design capacity.

Changes are coming in Lake County to the way wireless companies can 
apply for permits for cell towers. The Board of Supervisors approving new 
regulations that it would be preferred for towers to be located in certain 
areas with stricter setbacks. It comes after a proposed cell tower was denied 
in District 1 of the County. But the developer is appealing the decision. 
There are federal guidelines the Board has to stay in line with. But certain 
aesthetic guidelines and setbacks are wanted by some supervisors along 
with where they can be put up.



KHALID – TALK

ED SHEERAN – I DON’T CARE

BILLIE EILISH – BAD GUY

SHAWN MENDES – IF I CAN’T HAVE YOU

PANIC! AT THE DISCO – HEY LOOK MA, I MADE IT

JONAS BROTHERS – COOL

ANDY GRAMMER – DON’T GIVE UP ON ME

PINK – WALK ME HOME

KATY PERRY – NEVER REALLY OVER

HALSEY – NIGHTMARE

DAN + SHAY – SPEECHLESS

ED SHEERAN – CROSS ME

5 SECONDS OF SUMMER – EASIER

THOMAS RHETT – LOOK WHAT GOD GAVE HER

LIZZO – TRUTH HURTS

TAYLOR SWIFT – YOU NEED TO CALM DOWN

BRYCE VINE – LA LA LAND

AJ MITCHELL – ALL MY FRIENDS

DJ KHALED – JUST US

LEWIS CAPALDI – SOMEONE YOU LOVED

SHAED – TRAMPOLINE

TRAVIS SCOTT – WAKE UP

MAX & QUINN XC11 – LOVE ME LESS

MARK RONSON – FIND U AGAIN

FITZ & THE TANTRUMS – 123456

CHAINSMOKERS & BEBE REXHA – CALL YOU MINE

MARTIN GARRIX – SUMMER DAYS

TWENTY ONE PILOTS – CHLORINE

SHAWN MENDES & CAMILLA CABELLO – SENORITA

MILEY CYRUS – MOTHER’S DAUGHTER
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PG&E is notifying residents they need to update their mobile number so 
they can be in touch should an emergency occur, or if power will be shut off 
with bad weather conditions for a fire. Those who received a postcard from 
the utility company apparently have incomplete or no contact information on 
file. PG&E saying it’s important to share the info so you can receive wildfire 
safety alerts, outage updates and other information. They will also post info 
on social media, inform local news providers and radio stations, and on their 
own website, pge.com.

Hard to find housing since the Redwood Complex fire. 400 homes lost in the 
October 2017 fire in Mendocino County. But there’s money available for low-
income homeowners or renters through CalHome. They’re offering zero 
percent interest loans and the first payment doesn’t even have to come for 
30 years with up to $100,000 to rebuild. The program part of the California-
Department of Housing and Community Development after a one million 
dollar grant for the loans. North Coast Opportunities is administering the 
loans after doing so first in Lake County. The expansion into Mendocino 
County last month with one family qualifying for a loan for a manufactured 
home so far.



To apply for a CalHome Loan or to see if you are eligible, contact Shauna 
Dyer at (707) 234-7020.

A woman in Ukiah’s been arrested for the death of her newborn. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports 24 year old Yareli Diaz was 
arrested after they got a call to a hospital for the suspicious death of one 
day old Mia Diaz. Yareli told police she had no idea she was pregnant and 
delivered the baby at home. They say the woman delivered the baby but 
didn’t care for it and tried hiding it from her parents. She put the baby in her 
car all day, then that evening her friend talked her into bringing the baby to 
the hospital. The child was already dead and the hospital says it should 
have been a healthy baby but died because her mouth and nose were 
covered by towels and the placenta. She has one other child and deputies 
say she indeed knew she was pregnant again. She’s being held in jail for 
murder on $500,000.

It’s mosquito season and the state Department of Public Health is reminding 
you to protect yourself from West Nile virus. They say activity is increasing 
in Calif. so it’s important to take every measure to not be bitten. The virus 
spreads to humans and animals from the bite of an infected mosquito. 
There’s standing water around too because of late-spring rains. And hot 
temperatures don’t help bringing more of the pests out. Right now West Nile 
virus activity is about what’s expected, increasing when it gets hotter and 
lowering in the fall. Remember to use bugspray or lemon eucalyptus oil and 
beware especially at dawn and dusk, make sure you get rid of any standing 
water, and have tight-fitting screens to keep mosquitoes out of your house.

The 24 hour mental health crisis center has moved from East Gobbi Street. 
Redwood Community Services moved instead to South Dora Street, near 
Yokayo Elementary School. The Daily Journal reports the center’s CFO 
says they moved to save money. They were apparently paying a mortgage 
on the other building and the crisis center needed its own space. 
Apparently, administrators at the elementary school had been notified 
before the move. The old crisis center location across from another spot for 
the gravely mentally ill.

Proposals and bids being accepted for an expansion and other 
improvements to the Mendocino County jail telephone system. The county 
asking for a Request for Proposal for inmate services with telephones and 
tablets for inmates at the main jail and juvenile hall in Ukiah. Those 
interested have until Aug. 12th to submit their bid with presentations and 
selections sometime in August. Work to begin in November. The phone 
system upgrade at the same time as a jail expansion project. The Daily 
Journal reports there are currently about 300 inmates at the county jail.

The Fort Bragg City Council says it’ll help the Skunk Train owners who are 
expanding on the old Georgia Pacific site. The city agreeing to apply for a 
$17 million federal grant for the rail and tie replacement, plus to go towards 
repairing a collapsed tunnel and the 134-year old roundhouse. The Daily 
Journal reports the grant is needed to help renovate the railroad’s facility, 
add freight service, and build a retail, hotel and residential development on 
the 77 acres they purchased at the mill site. The Skunk Train management 
says they’re also planning to park water tanker rail cars along the tracks 
between Willits and Fort Bragg to help for protection from wildfires along the 
rail line.
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State Senator Bill Dodd’s legislation signed into law by the Gov. to suspend 
horse racing licenses if necessary, to protect the health and safety of horses 
and riders. Lake Co News reports a veterinarian has also been named to 
the California Horse Racing Board. It all comes after the Gov. instructed the 
Horse Racing Board to put new safety measures in place at Santa Anita 
Park and have examinations to see if any individual horse might have a 
higher risk of injury before racing. 38 horses have been scratched or denied 
entry at Santa Anita since the new review process started earlier this month 
after several horses died at the racetrack for unknown reasons.

Butte, Glenn and Tehama Counties are suspending all burn permits. Cal 
Fire prohibiting all residential outdoor burning of branches and leaves 
starting Monday, July 1st. There’s a lot more grass after heavy rain this 
winter. Now Cal Fire says the warmer weather and winds is further drying 
the grass increasing fire danger. The burn permits are suspended for the 
higher elevations of eastern Tehama County which includes several towns 
and the City of Red Bluff. Lower elevation communities were suspended 
earlier this month. Butte County suspended burn permits after Chico and 
Oroville had a heat wave several weeks ago.

A man injured after an alleged attack from another man with a knife. The 
news site, Red Headed Blackbelt reporting a woman called police from 
McKinleyville saying a man was trying to stab her dad and she was trying to 
get the knife away from the suspected stabber. Humboldt County Sheriff’s 
dept called to the scene and scanner reports say the knife was taken away 
then a taser was used. But the news site reports it wasn’t clear who got the 
knife away from the suspect. The victim had a knife wound to his throat and 
an ambulance was brought to the home. No word on the victim’s injuries or 
if an arrest was made.

A couple of free fishing days. No fishing license is needed on Free Fishing 
Day. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife says it’s a great 
opportunity for folks to learn how to fish. The Free Fishing Days are every 
year somewhere between the Fourth of July and Labor Day holidays. This 
summer it’s Saturday, July 6th and Saturday, Aug. 31. You must follow other 
rules though if you’re out on a water body…

Anglers can review the sport fishing regulations online (
www.wildlife.ca.gov/regulations) or use CDFW’s mobile web site to view 
freshwater limits and regulations specific to a body of water (
https://map.dfg.ca.gov/sportfishingregs/).

Cannabis growing could be allowed in the city limits of Fort Bragg after the 
City Council seemed to lean in on the idea. After a presentation from the 
owners of an approved manufacturing facility talked to the council of an 
even bigger cannabis growing and manufacturing complex. The Advocate 
reports the council voted unanimously for the city’s Planning Commission to 
draft language to include in a cannabis retail ordinance they are supposed 
to consider July 10th at a Town Hall. The move after the owners of the 
manufacturing complex, in its first phase, talk about their proposed complex 
on Airport Blvd to include growing, testing and packaging facilities as well as 
10 units of worker housing.

http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/regulations
https://map.dfg.ca.gov/sportfishingregs/


The takeover of the Potter Valley Project looks to be moving forward after 
several agencies partnered to takeover the hydroelectric dam. A partnership 
of California Trout (CalTrout), Mendocino Inland Water and Power 
Commission, Sonoma County Water Agency (SonomaWater) and the 
County of Humboldt are filing a joint Notice of Intent saying they will be 
applying for a permit to take over operations from PG&E. Local groups 
started talks to take over the dam after the giant utility company said it 
would sell the facility, but then later said it was not, but without a plan for the 
dam.

Several projects in the works throughout Mendocino County for pedestrians. 
The Mendocino County Pedestrian Feasibility study released showing what 
projects are being considered for walking improvements in the county. The 
report reviewing current conditions, planning from the past and 
recommendations for the future from multiple County agencies. The Daily 
Journal reports the plan covered possible projects all over 
Mendocino County, like Point Arena, Fort Bragg, Ukiah, Willits, Covelo, 
Manchester and other towns that include priority projects in Ukiah.

Another form of elder abuse now illegal in Calif, the abandoning of elders in 
an emergency. The Gov. Gavin Newsom signed the bill into law Wednesday 
to increase civil penalties for caregivers who leave older Californians behind 
during an emergency. The Press Democrat reports the legislation was 
inspired after residents were left behind at two Fountaingrove senior care 
homes during the October 2017 fire storm. Senator Bill Dodd penned the bill 
which adds “abandonment” to a list of offenses under state law that prohibit 
elder abuse. Fines of up to $250,000 in civil damages, plus legal fees could 
be leveled at offenders.

Three dams are going up on the Russian River as we head into the summer 
recreational season. The first one at Healdsburg Veterans Memorial Beach 
to reduce the flow rate so the other two dams can be installed at Johnson’s 
Beach and Vacation Beach in Guerneville. The Johnson Beach dam should 
be done tomorrow and the one at Vacation Beach in about a week. The 
Healdsburg Veterans Memorial Beach dam is raising the water level 7 feet 
during the summer for those recreating at the beach.

A fire in Monterey County this week is blamed on a downed Pacific Gas & 
Electric power line. Cal Fire reports the fire east of King City was power line 
related. It’s burned more than 2,450 acres. PG&E has confirmed one of their 
power lines went down in the area, and they’re investigating why it fell to 
begin with. The fire has been contained and no injuries or building damage 
has been reported. The fire after PG&E was blamed for several fires in 
October 2017 and the Camp Fire last year. Together the fires killed more 
than 130 people. The company has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy as it 
faced billions in liability from the fires.

Gov. Gavin Newsom along with legislative leaders coming up with a plan to 
reward local governments who put up housing quickly and punish others 
who don’t. The legislature has to vote on the proposed law which would 
mean pro housing areas get more money from the state for housing and 
transportation and those that don’t could face fines of more than a half 
million a month. And going even further, a court could take on a local 
government’s authority to issue housing permits.



The Public Utilities Commission is considering fines against Pacific Gas & 
Electric for the October 2017 wildfires in the North Bay and wine country. 
State regulators commenting saying the violations from PG&E during the 
time the fires broke out were, “extensive and disturbing.” The commission 
has ordered PG&E to create a mobile app for the public to report problems 
like downed power poles to help protect against future disasters after the 
utility’s equipment was blamed for some of the most destructive and 
deadliest fires in state history. The company has said it will fully cooperate 
with the PUC investigation and will work to reduce wildfire risk and help fire-
destroyed and damaged communities recover.

The latest Calif. budget has been signed into law by the Governor. The 
nearly $215 billion dollar operating budget now law with Gov. Newsom 
signing it just hours before the midnight deadline yesterday after the Gov. 
and legislative leaders agreed on spending for housing and homelessness. 
There’s still a surplus of $21.5 billion with the budget expanding health care 
for people living in the country illegally and a fine for people who don’t buy 
insurance, just like in Obamacare when it first became law.

Still talking about a pool in Lakeport schools. A packed meeting for the 
School District board where the subject of building a new community pool 
was discussed. Most spoke positively about it, with some saying they were 
concerned about safety. The board also discussed other projects that could 
be considered listed in a report from the new Bond Projects Prioritization 
Committee. The board president said he thought the pool was a good idea 
and that it could cause more students to enroll. The board also discussed 
the declining enrollment and the Interim Superintendent announced it was 
his last board meeting as a new Superintendent starts soon. He got a 
standing ovation from the board.

A marketing firm’s been hired to help with branding in Lake County. Visit 
Lake County Calif, the nonprofit that runs the county’s Tourism Improvement 
District has hired Cubic Creative out of Tulsa, OK for the work. They’ll do 
some market research and come up with a branding idea for the County. 
The Record Bee reports it will probably include wine tourism, 
agricultural tourism and recreation. There will be a new logo and written 
statements to support the branding idea. The first pass should be in by the 
end of July.

Public access is being reopened at the top of the Oroville Dam. It’s the first 
time since the emergency spillway failed in February of 2017 causing nearly 
200,000 people to evacuate the immediate area. The opening Saturday for 
pedestrians, bicyclists and those with disabilities. You cannot drive across 
the top of the dam, but there’s parking at the upper overlook. There’s still 
construction at the Dam and construction vehicles will be using part of the 
access on Dam Crest Road over the weekend.

A town hall at a church in Paradise after high levels of contaminants are 
found in water samples. Paradise Irrigation District found high levels of 
Benzene in the water, above the allowable limit. Camp Fire survivors at 
several workshops last night with a bunch of scientists from Purdue 
University, Butte College, Chico State and Cal Berkeley. There’s apparently 
differing opinions about how to handle the issue between scientists and the 
state and that’s put some of the recovery process on hold. Benzene is 
believed to be released out of melted plastic pipes with chronic exposure 
increasing cancer risks for humans.



A cop in Northern California accused of shooting and killing a man who they 
say was threatening them with a large stick. The police chief in Red Bluff 
says they ran into the man on the street who repeatedly refused to follow 
their orders of dropping the stick and to walk away from them last weekend 
during a confrontation. Cops say the first used a stun gun on the man, then 
a bean bag shot but he would not listen. They also say he lurched at them 
with the stick so one officer fired his gun and hit the man in the upper torso. 
They then tried CPR on the man who was taken to a hospital and died. The 
cop who shot him, a 15-year veteran is now on administrative leave.

One man’s arrested another on the run still after a drive by death in 
Clearlake. Police have arrested Miguel Becerra in connection to the 
shooting death of Steven Stone. The chief of police in Clearlake says they’re 
searching for the man’s younger brother, 26 year old Christian Becerra. 
Both men have ties to Clearlake and Southern Calif. Police say the men 
were involved in Stone’s death June 17th at Trombetta’s RV Resort. Police 
say they got a tip about the Becerra brothers and that Christian was 
involved in an altercation before the murder, and that someone with him 
there was also present when Stone was shot. A woman present when 
Miguel was arrested apparently charged at cops, so she got into some 
trouble. The FBI is also working to try to find Christian, who’s considered 
armed and dangerous.

A man from Potter Valley who shot his neighbor’s dogs while they were 
inside their doghouses inside a fenced pen has been placed on supervised 
felony probation. 67 year old Dr. Benjamin Meyer, a local Ukiah physician 
found guilty in April on two counts of felony animal abuse and he admitted to 
the personal use of a firearm in the commission of the felonies. He has to 
serve 6 months in jail and has to surrender August 29th. He also can no 
longer have firearms and ammunition.
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