
WGXA 1Q18 Issues List 

 

CRIME 

• January 11 – Rosa Taylor Elementary holds meeting for parents after student brings loaded gun to 

school: MACON, Ga. -- After an incident on Wednesday, Jan. 10 in which it was discovered that a student 

in a fourth grade classroom had brought a gun to school at Rosa Taylor Elementary, Bibb County School 

District officials held a meeting on Thursday for concerned parents to ask questions and express their 

thoughts. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/rosa-taylor-elementary-holds-meeting-for-parents-after-student-brings-

loaded-gun-to-school  

• January 15 – Mother of Hawkinsville homicide victim reacts to her son’s death: HAWKINSVILLE, 

Ga. -- The Georgia Bureau of Investigations identified Saturday's Hawkinsville homicide victim as 27-

year-old Vernard Porter. It's the phone call no mother wants to get. "I don't really have no feeling right 

now, I don't really believe it. It's a lot of people here and I am just hurting," said Virginia Gibson, the 

mother of the victim. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/mother-of-hawkinsville-homicide-victim-reacts  

• January 24 – Community reacts to the arrest of accused serial criminal: MACON, Ga. -- On Tuesday, 

Jan. 23, a warrant was issued for 41-year-old Quentin Sanders, of Montezuma, charging him with two 

counts of malice murder in the Macon County killings of 77-year-old Ruth Bracknell and her son 53-year-

old Mark Abbott. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/community-reacts-to-arrest-of-accused-serial-criminal  

 

 

EDUCATION 

• February 15 – After Fla. Tragedy, Baldwin Co. parents react to new school metal detectors: 

MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga. -- The Baldwin County school district installed metal detectors this week at Oak 

Ridge Middle School and Baldwin County High. Ironically, it comes during a time of tragedy in Florida, as 

17 people were killed in a mass shooting at a high school on Wednesday. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/in-

light-of-fla-tragedy-baldwin-co-parents-react-to-new-school-metal-detectors  

• February 16 – ‘State of the District’ forum lets parents discuss concerns on educational 

opportunities: MACON, Ga. -- On Thursday the Bibb County School District held a second "State of the 

District" forum for its schools. The district's Title I Department hosted the forum to hear feedback from 

parents about their plan for the Local Educational Agency Improvement Plan. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/state-of-the-district-forum-lets-parents-discuss-concerns-on-educational-

opportunities  

• February 28 – Houston Co. Schools Superintendent talks school threats, arrests: PERRY, Ga. -- 

Houston County Schools Superintendent Dr. Mark Scott held a press conference Wednesday at 2 p.m. to 

address the recent arrests of students for terroristic threats against schools. It took place at the district's 

central office in Perry -- and it came before Houston Co. Schools announced two more school threat arrests 

Wednesday in addition to Tuesday's two arrests. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/houston-co-schools-

superintendent-to-address-school-threats-arrests  

 

 

HOUSING 

• January 11, 2018 - Poverty, jobs, priorities focus of session at Pendleton homes: MACON, Ga. - A 

community listening session took place Thursday at the Macon Housing Authority Pendleton homes 

community center. Members brought up the lack of business and blight that is impacting the area. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/poverty-jobs-priorities-focus-of-session-at-pendleton-homes  

• January 23, 2018 - Daybreak hosts meeting to educate public, create change on issue of homelessness 

in Macon: MACON, Ga - Daybreak, a shelter located in downtown Macon, held the first of a series of 

meetings on homelessness education Tuesday evening. Daybreak and other agencies that assist the 

homeless have gotten many phone calls and visits from the community requesting information on how to 

help. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/daybreak-hosts-meeting-to-educate-public-create-change-on-issue-of-

homelessness-in-macon  

• March 8, 2018 - Mercer Students give back to the community for Spring Break: MACON, Ga. -- 

Instead of planning a week-long getaway, some Mercer students are using their spring break vacation to 

give back. Spring Break for Service is a group made of Mercer University students. The theme of service 
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for the group this year is "homelessness and hunger.” http://wgxa.tv/news/local/mercer-students-give-back-

to-community-for-spring-break  

 

 

MINORITY 

• January 18, 2018 - Community Leaders Hold Mass Meeting to address rise in Violence: MACON, Ga. 

-- The Macon-Bibb NAACP, city ministers and the Concerned Citizens Movement Against Violence held a 

Mass Meeting on Thursday to address the violence within the Macon community. The meeting was held at 

the Greater Zion Hill Baptist Church on Napier Ave. in Macon with Walter Glover, Jr. serving as the 

keynote speaker. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/community-leaders-hold-mass-meeting-to-address-rise-in-

violence  

• January 29, 2018 - Dealing with Macon’s Confederate past: MACON, Ga. -- "They must come 

down!" That was the cry last year in some areas after violent protests turned deadly in Charlottesville, 

Virginia. The push to remove Confederate monuments gained momentum across the country. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/raymond-sweeps  

• March 16, 2018 - NAACP calls for more diversity on Navicent Healths executive team: MACON, Ga -

- Macon-Bibb's NAACP holds press conference addressing concerns that some in the community have with 

Navicent Health. The NAACP said they have received complaints from employees of Navicent Health over 

the course of the year in regards to promotions, terminations and punishments of African-American 

employees. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/naacp-calls-for-more-diversity-on-navicent-healths-executive-team 

 

 

PARENTING 

• January 12, 2018 - Doctor: Parents must watch for kids dangerous social media challenges: MACON, 

Ga. - It seems like in this day and age, dangerous social media challenges are part of the internet. New ones 

continuously pop up. Recent dangerous challenges include ones that can lead to suffocation, poisoning and 

even death. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/doctor-parents-must-watch-for-kids-dangerous-social-media-

challenges  

• February 21, 2018 - Macon principal uses Facebook to know students, helps with issues: MACON, 

Ga. -- Dr. Julia Daniely, principal at Westside High School, makes it a point to know her students -- and 

Facebook, as well as other social media, is her main tool. "If they try to block me, I circumvent it," she 

said. "I always had a snitch." But she's nosy for a reason. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/macon-principal-uses-

facebook-to-know-students-help-with-issues  

• March 2, 2018 - Middle Georgia community divided on arming teachers: MACON, Ga. -- Recent 

school threats and deadly school shootings have brought communities together in a search for ways to 

prevent these events from happening again. President Donald Trump even suggested recently that teachers 

arm themselves to protect students, adding another angle to the nationwide debate. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/locals-react-would-arming-teachers-make-schools-safer-for-children 

 

 

SENIOR 

• February 7, 2018 - Navient Health hosts events recognizing African-American’ contributions to 

medicine: MACON, Ga. -- The Tubman Museum in downtown Macon invited the community on 

Wednesday to celebrate African-Americans' contributions to medicine. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/navicent-

health-hosts-events-recognizing-african-american-contributions-to-medicine  

• February 14, 2018 - Residents can set up payment plans for tax bills: MACON, Ga. -- The Macon-Bibb 

County tax commissioner's office will be hosting the second of three free tax relief seminars on Feb. 22 in 

the Government Center located at 700 Poplar St. from 6 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/residents-can-set-up-payment-plans-for-solid-waste-billing-due-by-april-2  

• March 13, 2018 - Macon-Bibb forming committee for health care, retirement benefits: MACON, Ga. -

- Macon-Bibb officials said at Tuesday's commission meeting that it will work to create a Health Care and 

Retirement Benefits Committee. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/macon-bibb-commission-meeting  
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POLITICAL 

• January 12, 2018 - CA Federal district court rules against President’s decision not to renew DACA 

applicants: MACON, Ga. -- This week a California federal district court ruled that President Trump's 

decision on Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) not to renew cases that originated before 

September 2017 is unlawful. However, the court ruled that the President can uphold his executive order to 

deny new applicants. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/ca-federal-district-court-rules-against-presidents-decision-

not-to-renew-daca-applicants 

• February 5, 2018 - WR City Council votes to bring in private firm to audit city’s stormwater funds: 

WARNER ROBINS, Ga. -- The Warner Robins City Council on Monday unanimously voted to hire a 

private firm that will audit the city's stormwater funds. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/wr-city-council-votes-to-

bring-in-private-firm-to-audit-citys-stormwater-funds  

• March 10, 2018 - People in Macon stand for unity and anti-discrimination: MACON, Ga. -- People 

rallied Saturday afternoon to stand against discrimination in the community for the annual Unity March. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/people-in-macon-stand-for-unity-and-anti-discrimination  

 

 

HEALTHCARE 

• January 1, 2018 - Georgia Humidity can increase risks for Hypothermia: MACON, Ga. -- In Georgia, 

some might think that there's no risk of cold weather health concerns, but the winter weather conditions 

approaching the midstate this week bring chances of conditions like hypothermia. Kirk Crumpton, 

Battalions Chief with the Perry Fire Department, said that hypothermia can set in quickly when people are 

outside, especially when they're exposed to the cold. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/georgia-humidity-can-

increase-risks-for-hypothermia  

• February 10, 2018 - New CDC study shows majority of teens don’t get enough sleep: MACON, Ga. -- 

A new CDC study showed teens may not be getting enough sleep at night. When the alarm clock goes off 

in the morning it's tough to get up sometimes. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/new-cdc-study-shows-majority-of-

teens-dont-get-enough-sleep  

• March 4, 2018 - How to know when you need a mental health day: MACON, Ga. -- Homework, family, 

and friends are all things that can stress college student Marcus Shelton out. He said sometimes he just 

needs to disconnect. "I find myself in a park like this, and I sit down on a bench and I write poetry. I just 

write down an expression about how I'm feeling about the day," said Shelton. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/how-to-know-when-you-need-a-mental-health-day  

 

 

TERRORISM 

• January 23, 2018 - NATIONAL FISA – Fox Morning: A CONTRVORSIAL GOVERNMENT 

SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM PASSED A BIG HURDLE YESTERDAY ON CAPITOL HILL---BUT 

THAT DOESN'T MEAN THE BATTLE IS OVER. FISA SIGNIFIES FOR MANY A CRUCIAL POINT 

IN THE DEBATE OVER YOUR PERSONAL PRIVACY VERSUS PROTECTION FROM ANOTHER 

TERROR ATTACK HERE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

• February 7, 2018 - NATIONAL GW TERROR – Fox Morning: THE NUMBER OF U-S TROOPS IN 

IRAQ WILL SOON BE CUT BACK. THIS DECISION, ANNOUNCED BY THE IRAQI 

GOVERNMENT, FOLLOWS THE COUNTRY’S DECLARATION OF VICTORY OVER THE SO-

CALLED ISLAMIC STATE. BUT THE EFFORT TO STOP AMERICANS FROM LEAVING TO JOIN 

ISIS IS STILL ONGOING. THE SEVERITY OF THE PROBLEM OUTLINED IN A BRAND NEW 

REPORT. 

•  March 3, 2018 - CRAWFORD TEEN ARREST – 5 & 10pm: TONIGHT, ANOTHER TEEN IS 

FACING CHARGES AFTER THREATENING TO SHOOT UP A SCHOOL ON THURSDAY. IT 

HAPPENED JUST BEFORE 3-30 AT CRAWFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL. SOMEONE CALLED 

THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE TO REPORT THE THREAT. THE CRAWFORD COUNTY SHERIFF SAYS 

A 16-YEAR-OLD BOY IS CHARGED WITH MAKING TERRORISTIC THREATS AND 
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DISRUPTION OF A SCHOOL. WALKER SAYS THE TEEN IS BEING HELD AT THE MACON 

REGIONAL YOUTH DETENTION CENTER. 

 


