
EGXA 1Q18 Issues List 

 

CRIME 

• January 8, 2018 - CGTC partners with “What if it Was Your Child” to lower community violence: 

MACON, Ga. -- With a staggering 30 homicides in Macon-Bibb County during 2017, the area is coming 

out of one its deadliest years in recent history, according to the Bibb County Sheriff's Office. Local activists 

and law enforcement are now working to lower the rate of violence in the county. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/cgtc-partners-with-what-if-it-was-your-child-to-lower-community-violence  

• January 23, 2018 - Warner Robins Police Chief: 3 homicides may be connected: WARNER ROBINS, 

Ga. - The city of Warner Robins held an emergency meeting Tuesday afternoon in regards to the city's 

three homicides so far this month. Police Chief Brett Evans said there's a possibility all three homicides are 

connected, while mayor Randy Toms said Warner Robins officials "will not stand" for the violence. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/watch-warner-robins-crime-emergency-meeting  

• January 25, 2018 - Middle Georgia residents, social media users react to 3 found dead in Byromville: 

MACON, Ga. -- On Tuesday, Jan. 23, a warrant was issued for 41-year-old Quentin Sanders, of 

Montezuma, charging him with two counts of malice murder in the Macon County killings of 77-year-old 

Ruth Bracknell and her son 53-year-old Mark Abbott. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/middle-georgia-residents-

social-media-users-react-to-3-found-dead-in-byromville  

 

 

EDUCATION 

• February 7, 2018 - Parents, Educators receive support for military children: Warner Robins, GA — 

Parents, educators and professionals gathered Wednesday morning for a training session hosted by 

American Legion Post 172 and Military Child Education Coalition. They did so to provide support and 

resources for the unique transitional issues children face when their parents separate from the military. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/parents-educators-receive-support-for-military-children  

• February 15, 2018 - Twiggs County Public Schools to increase language nutrition of local children: 

TWIGGS COUNTY, Ga. -- The Mercer University School of Medicine and Twiggs County Public Schools 

have gotten a $20,000 grant to assist with the Early Language and Literacy project. The project is a 

collaboration of the Governor's Office of Student Achievement and the Sandra Dunagan Deal Center for 

Early Language and Literacy at Georgia College. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/twiggs-county-public-schools-

to-increase-language-nutrition-of-local-children 

• February 28, 2018 - ‘The Choice Bus’ visits middle Georgia Schools: Dooly Co., Ga. -- Nearly 1,000 

students from central Georgia will board 'the choice bus' this week thanks to collaboration between State 

Farm and the Mattie C. Stewart Foundation. The Choice Bus is an experience-based learning tool designed 

to show students the power of education and the likely consequences of choosing to drop out of school. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/the-choice-bus-visits-middle-georgia-schools  

 

 

HOUSING 

• January 31, 2018 - Commission talks blight concerns, SPLOST projects amid budget shortage: 

MACON, Ga. -- Macon-Bibb County Commission held the second day of its Strategic Planning Retreat on 

Wednesday. On day two, Commissioner Al Tillman was elected Mayor Pro Tempore of Macon-Bibb 

County at the Commission's Retreat in Athens Wednesday. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/evan-story  

• February 6, 2018 - Daybreak holds second forum on homelessness, addresses how other cities 

respond to issue: MACON, Ga. -- At the second part in a series about homelessness, the Executive 

Director of Depaul USA led a discussion about how other cities handle homelessness. Ricky Willis said he 

does the best he can with what he's given. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/daybreak-holds-second-forum-on-

homelessness-address-how-other-cities-respond  

• March 16, 2018 - Central State Hospital opens modern recovery facility: MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga. -- 

Central State Hospital held a ribbon cutting and open house Friday to celebrate the opening of its new 

Center for Wellness, Hope and Learning. The new center follows a treatment mall model and will support 

recovery in an educational setting. A treatment mall is a new way to approach psychosocial rehabilitation 

that focuses on a person's thoughts and skill-building. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/central-state-hospital-

opens-modern-recovery-facility  
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MINORITY 

• January 26, 2018 - Georgia NAACP meets to address issues and choose new state president: 

MACON, Ga.-- Friday evening the Georgia NAACP stopped in Macon at Union Baptist Church tackle 

community issues they said needs to change. Friday marked the opening night in Saturday's day-long 

training. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/georgia-naacp-meets-to-address-issues-and-choose-new-state-president  

• March 7, 2018 - Your Voice Your Future Town Hall: “Beyond the Badge”: The relationship between 

law enforcement and the communities they serve remains a topic of national discussion and controversy. In 

2016, the state of Georgia experienced 26 line of duty deaths, five of which happened right here in our 

community. Here in middle Georgia, we are no stranger to violent crimes which have claimed the lives of 

community members and police officers. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/your-voice-your-future-town-hall-

beyond-the-badge  

• March 29, 2018 - NAACP continues to push for diversity at Navicent Health: MACON, Ga. -- The 

Macon-Bibb chapter of the NAACP has continued to push for increased diversity at Navicent Health. On 

Thursday the organization held a Town Hall to talk about indigent care, workplace discrimination and more 

African-American representation within the hospital's leadership. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/naacp-

continues-to-push-for-diversity-at-navicent-health  

 

 

PARENTING 

• January 11, 2018 - Rosa Taylor Elementary holds meeting for parents after student brings loaded 

gun to school: MACON, Ga. -- After an incident on Wednesday, Jan. 10 in which it was discovered that a 

student in a fourth grade classroom had brought a gun to school at Rosa Taylor Elementary, Bibb County 

School District officials held a meeting on Thursday for concerned parents to ask questions and express 

their thoughts. Many parents expressed their concern for their children and requested that the school make 

changes in its security policies. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/rosa-taylor-elementary-holds-meeting-for-

parents-after-student-brings-loaded-gun-to-school  

• February 8, 2018 - Children as young as 10-years-old can think about self-harm doctors say: 

MACON, Ga. -- According to the Child Fatality Review Unit, a division of the Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation (GBI), 144 children have committed suicide and thousands of others have attempted it over 

the past three years. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/children-as-young-as-10-years-old-can-think-about-self-

harm-doctors-say  

• March 5, 2018 - Gov. Deal signs bill making state’s adoption code easier, more efficient: ATLANTA, 

Ga. -- Gov. Nathan Deal signed House Bill 159 into law Monday afternoon, which will make adoption 

easier in Georgia.  

The conference took place at 1 p.m. The bill revises the state’s adoption 

code. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/gov-deal-signs-bill-revising-states-adoption-code  

 

 

SENIOR 

• January 31, 2018 - Bibb Chief Magistrate, former GA State Representative to retire: MACON, Ga.-- 

After serving over four decades in public service, Bibb County Court Judge William C. Randall has 

announced his retirement from the bench. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/bibb-chief-magistrate-former-ga-state-

representative-to-retire  

• February 13, 2018 - Macon-Bibb Op and Finance approves cuts to health insurance costs: MACON, 

Ga. -- The Macon-Bibb Operations and Finance Committee approved 9 out of 10 recommendations 

Tuesday to cut health insurance costs for next year. Consultants said Macon-Bibb commission could make 

the healthcare changes for employees now to save $1.3 million in the budget. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/macon-bibb-op-and-finance-approves-cuts-to-health-insurance-costs  

• March 4, 2018 - The City of Warner Robins kicks off 75th Diamond Anniversary: WARNER 

ROBINS, Ga -- The city of Warner Robins is celebrating 75 years as an official city in the state of Georgia 

on Sunday. Founded in 1942, the city is now observing their diamond anniversary. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/the-city-of-warner-robins-kicks-off-75th-diamond-anniversary  
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POLITICAL 

• January 9, 2018 - Last year’s $12 million deficit talking point of Macon-Bibb meeting: MACON, Ga. - 

Tuesday's Macon-Bibb commission meeting was a day of talking about hurdles faced throughout the 2017 

fiscal year. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/last-years-12-million-deficit-talking-point-of-macon-bibb-meeting  

• January 22, 2018 - Locals react to, vent about government shutdown: MACON, Ga. - The government 

shutdown that began midnight Friday stretched into the workweek before all-but-officially coming to an 

end Monday around 1 p.m. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/locals-react-to-vent-about-government-shutdown  

• March 5, 2018 - Warner Robins closer to fixing stormwater billing problems: WARNER ROBINS, 

Ga. -- At Monday evening's city council meeting, members were given a timeline on where the Stormwater 

Utility Commission stands in fixing stormwater billing problems. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/warner-robins-

closer-to-fixing-stormwater-billing-problems  

 

 

HEALTHCARE 

• January 5, 2018 - Gaming disorder to be classified as mental health disorder: MACON, Ga. –- This 

year, the World Health Organization (WHO) will recognize “Gaming Disorder” as a mental health 

disorder. Macon resident Bill Hargrave thinks video games should not be classified as a disorder, however. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/gaming-disorder-to-be-classified-as-mental-health-disorder  

• February 22, 2018 - Eating disorders very east to closet can lead to death: MACON, Ga. -- An eating 

disorder can disrupt a person's physical and mental health in extreme ways, even leading to death. Dr. 

Patrick Rosche with the Mercer University School of Medicine has seen these types of cases locally and 

said that an eating disorder is a serious and chronic illness. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/eating-disorders-very-

easy-to-closet-can-lead-to-death  

• March 23, 2018 - Life or Death: CPR is a skill everyone can learn: MACON, Ga. -- According to the 

American Heart Association, performing CPR within the few minutes of a cardiac arrest can double or 

triple someone's chances of survival. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/life-or-death-cpr-is-a-skill-everyone-can-

learn  

 

 

TERRORISM 

• January 17, 2018 - CIRCA: TERRORISM REPORT – 11pm: THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

RELEASED A NEW REPORT IN AN EFFORT TO CALL FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM. CIRCA'S 

RUSS READ HAS MORE ON WHAT THE REPORT REVEALED. 

• February 2, 2018 - CIRCA: ISIS PROFILES – 11pm: A NEW REPORT FOUND DOZENS OF 

AMERICANS HAVE TRAVELED TO IRAQ AND SYRIA IN AN EFFORT TO JOIN TERROR 

GROUPS. CIRCA'S RUSS READ TAKES A CLOSER LOOK AT THE DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS 

OF THOSE MENTIONED IN THE REPORT. 

• March 2, 2018 - RUTLAND HIGH TERRORISTIC THREATS – 6 & 11pm: ALL NEW TONIGHT-- 

A RUTLAND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT IS NOW CHARGED WITH MAKING TERRORISTIC 

THREATS. SCHOOL LEADERS SAY HE THREATED ANOTHER STUDENT THROUGH TEXT 

MESSAGES. ACCORDING TO A RELEASE THE STUDENT WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AT 

HUTCHINGS COLLEGE AND CAREER ACADEMY THIS MORNING. SCHOOL LEADERS SAY 

THREATS OF ANY NATURE WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. 
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