
Quarterly Issues Programs List for Station WBXX, January 1-March 31, 2018 

Placed in the Public File April 9, 2018  

Attachment A      
                                                        Section I.  Issues. 
 
The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:  
 
A.  Roads and Transportation:   Repairing Michigan’s roads is a major issue, and additional taxes have been 
approved by lawmakers, and local governmental agencies are working to patch up local roads.  
 
B. Education: Issues relating to public school education in our community. 
 
C. Local Economy: Recent job losses and business closings have made, job training and 
economic development major issues in the Battle Creek and Calhoun County Community and a 
major focus of many governmental groups and agencies. 
 
D. Crime and Public Safety: Recent incidents of robberies in the downtown business district 
and negative stories in the national press make public safety a major concern for police agencies. 
 
E. School Safety and Bullying.  Several threats have closed local schools as police investigate.  Bullying 
incidents continue to be of major concern to parents and educators.  
 
F. Home Heating and Winter assistance.  An exceptionally cold winter has concerns raised over 
heating assistance, weatherizing homes, and getting assistance to the needy for paying their heat bills. 
 
G.  Women’s Issues/Harrassment.  National stories of women being harassed or abused in the 
workplace and by Michigan State University doctor Larry Nassar have these issues front and center. 
 
 
                                                  Section II.  Responsive Programs 
The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues. 
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below. 
 
A.  Roads and Transportation 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 18-Mar, 8:45am; Duration 6 minutes.  Calhoun County 
Commissioner Steve Frisbie re-capped the most recent County Board meeting, including info about a 
new road repair contract that will improve roads in the county. 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 16-Mar, 8:45am; Duration 6 minutes.  Calhoun County 
Commissioner Steve Frisbie re-capped the most recent County Board meeting, including info about a 
new road repair contract that will improve roads in the county. 
 
B. Education 
 
“Radio Health Journal” Broadcast on 7-Jan, 6:45am, Duration 7 minutes.  An expert examines how far 
we've come in medicine by focusing on past practices, which lead him to conclude doctors in ancient 
Greece provided better care than those in the US 150 years ago 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 11-Feb, 6:00am, Duration 17 minutes.  Art Center of Battle Creek 
Executive Director talks about 70 years of education programs at the Center, and plans to celebrate it in 
2018. 
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“Radio Health Journal” Broadcast on 25-Feb, 6:30am, Duration 13 minutes.  New research shows that 
most people with ADHD have a disordered body clock prompting disturbed sleep, sleep deprivation, and 
a worsening of ADHD symptoms. Experts discuss how fixing the body clock could lessen the impact of 
both ADHD and physical diseases that result from poor sleep. 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 11-Mar, 6:00am, Duration 11 minutes.  Chef Mike McFarlen and 
Amber Ballard of Fire Keeper's Casino talk about a new community partnership with the Fire Hub and 
Horrock's in downtown Battle Creek, along with the Food Pantry project, and greenhouse food grown 
project for local school students. 
 
C. Local Economy 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 21-Jan, 6:20am; Duration 10 minutes.  Dr. Brian Long, Economist 
and Grand Valley State University instructor talks about his economic survey of purchasing managers in 
West Michigan and his report that measures and predicts economic trends in Battle Creek, Kalamazoo 
and Grand Rapids. 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 11-Mar, 6:11am; Duration 18 minutes.  Assistant City Manager Ted 
Dearing and CCDC's John Hart talk about efforts for downtown Battle Creek revitalization.   
 
D. Crime and Public Safety 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 28-Jan, 6:00am; Duration 17 Minutes.  State Fire Marshal Kevin 
Sehlmeyer talks about the risks presented by winter emergency heating.  Discussed were the use of 
space heaters, generators, wood stoves and other options.   Proper placement and use of smoke 
detectors was also discussed. 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 25-Feb, 6:00am; Duration 8 Minutes. BCPD Sgt. Chris Rabbitt talks 
about police efforts to educate citizens to be better prepared for active shooter incidents. 
 
“Radio Health Journal” Broadcast on 14-Jan, 6:00am, Duration 12 minutes.  Healthcare workers are 
about four times more likely than other workers to be attacked on the job, usually by patients or family 
members, and most often in the emergency department. Experts discuss how and why attacks occur, and 
how hospitals and health care workers can do a better job preventing them. 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 25-Mar BCPD Sgt. Chris Rabbitt talks about self-awareness and self-
protection and other methods to keep people safe, especially as they begin resuming outdoor activities 
such as walking and jogging. 
 
E. School Safety and Bullying 
        
“Radio Health Journal” Broadcast on 11-Mar, 6:30am, Duration 13 minutes.  The rise of school 
shootings has made lockdown drills an everyday part of school life. However, without a consensus on the 
best way to carry out these drills, some schools may make them too realistic and traumatize students and 
staff more than prepare them for an intruder. A noted expert discusses how schools go wrong and what 
they should do to be effective. 
 
“Community Focus” Broadcast on 25-Mar, 6:10am, Duration 15:30. J eff Taylor talks about his event 
"Be the Change" to shine a light on bullying in the schools.  The event features 13 bands, and speakers 
ranging from high schoolers to community leaders and elected representatives.   Jeff talked at length 
about a need for students to treat each other with respect to stop troubled kids from committing horrible 
acts. 
 
F. Home Heating and Winter Assistance 
“Community Focus” Broadcast 18-Feb, 6:20am; Duration 9 minutes.  Jackson United Way President 
Ken Toll talks about Consumers Energy's home heating assistance program for those struggling to pay 
their heating bills. 



 
G.  Women’s Issues/Harassment 
 
“Radio Health Journal” Broadcast 11-Feb, 6:30am; Duration 12 minutes.  Women who have suffered 
sexual assault and harassment are speaking out in unprecedented numbers. Many women feel 
empowered, but the movement has created confusion and doubt as well. Experts discuss what’s on the 
edges of harassment and what makes those perpetrators more dangerous than they seem, as well as 
legal hurdles to making claims stick. 
 

 



Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program

Women's Health
Radio Health 
Journal

7-Jan 6:30am 11 Min

Young women are at relatively low risk of heart attacks, but when they have 
one, a much greater proportion die than among men of the same age. 
Surveys show young women are often unaware of their risk and are much 
less likely to go to the emergency room when a heart attack occurs. 
Experts discuss.

Education, Consumerism, 
Health Care

Radio Health 
Journal

7-Jan 6:45am 7 Min
An expert examines how far we've come in medicine by focusing on past 
practices, which lead him to conclude doctors in ancient Greece provided 
better care than those in the US 150 years ago.

Minority Issues in the 
Community

Community 
Focus

14-Jan 6:00am 16 min.

Leaders in the Battle Creek African-American community, L.E. Johnson 
and Kyra Wallace from the Urban League and  J. R. Reynolds of the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation, talk about "The State of the African American 
Community in Battle Creek."

Healthcare Worker Violence 
and Safety

Radio Health 
Journal

14-Jan 6:30am 12 Min

Healthcare workers are about four times more likely than other workers to be 
attacked on the job, usually by patients or family members, and most often in the 
emergency department. Experts discuss how and why attacks occur, and how 
hospitals and health care workers can do a better job preventing them.

Domestic Violence
Community 
Focus

21-Jan 6:00am 18 min
Jessica Edel Harrelson, Safe Place Executive Director, Mellissa Smith, PD and 
Legal Advocate discuss domestic violence and the operation and function of our 
local SAFE Place shelter. 

Local Economy
Community 
Focus

21-Jan 6:20am 10 min.

Dr. Brian Long, Economist and Grand Valley State University instructor talks about 
his economic survey of purchasing managers in West Michigan and his report that 
measures and predicts economic trends in Battle Creek, Kalamazoo and Grand 
Rapids. 

Parenting and Technology
Radio Health 
Journal

21-Jan 6:30am 13 Min

Smartphones have become ubiquitous among those in their teens and older, but 
there is no consensus on when children should first get a phone. Experts discuss 
dangers and cautions, and how parents can decide when the time is right for their 
kids to “get connected.”

Following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WBXX 104.9FM, Marshall/Battle Creek, Michigan, along with typical and 
illustrative programming for the period 1-1-2018 to 3-31-2018.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect 

any priority or significance.
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Winter Fire Safety
Community 
Focus

28-Jan 6:00am 17 min. 

State Fire Marshal Kevin Sehlmeyer talks about the risks presented by winter 
emergency heating.  Discussed were the use of space heaters, generators, wood 
stoves and other options.   Proper placement and use of smoke detectors was also 
discussed. 

Human Trafficking
Community 
Focus

28-Jan 6:20am 10 min.
Sheriff Matt Saxton and Undersheriff Tim Hurtt discus the human trafficking 
problem in Michigan and Calhoun County, the ways to spot and prevent it.

Mental Health
Radio Health 
Journal

28-Jan 6:30am 13 Min

For the last several decades, doctors have believed many mental illnesses were 
the result of chemical imbalances in the brain. However, a journalist’s investigation 
shows that lost human connection, dissatisfaction, and loneliness are behind many 
cases of depression and anxiety. He explains. 

State Government
Community 
Focus

4-Feb 6:00am 20 min 
Mackinaw Center for Public Policy's Michael LaFaive re-caps the Governor's State 
of the State, comparing it to past addresses and actions, and offers analysis of 
Governor Snyder's effectiveness in office. 

Bullying
Radio Health 
Journal

4-Feb 6:30am 12 Min
Some bullies never grow up, and just keep on bullying. Experts describe where 
and how it most often occurs, what workplace bullies are seeking, who they target, 
why it continues, and what needs to happen to stop it. 

Health and Wellness
Radio Health 
Journal

4-Feb 6:45am 8 Min
Scientists are discovering why dietary fiber is so good for us—it feeds beneficial 
bacteria living in our intestines. Experts discuss how far fiber can go to keep us 
healthy, and what happens when we ignore fiber in the diet. 

Art and Education
Community 
Focus

11-Feb 6:00am 17 min. 
Art Center of Battle Creek Executive Director talks about 70 years of education 
programs at the Center, and plans to celebrate it in 2018. 

Social Security
Community 
Focus

11-Feb 6:20am 9 min.
Vonda Vantil of the Social Security Administration answers questions about SS 
benefits and changes. 

Women in the 
Workplace/Harrassment

Radio Health 
Journal

11-Feb 6:30am 12 Min

Women who have suffered sexual assault and harassment are speaking out in 
unprecedented numbers. Many women feel empowered, but the movement has 
created confusion and doubt as well. Experts discuss what’s on the edges of 
harassment and what makes those perpetrators more dangerous than they seem, 
as well as legal hurdles to making claims stick.



Home Heating Assistance
Community 
Focus

18-Feb 6:20am 9 min. 
Jackson United Way President Ken Toll talks about Consumers Energy's 
home heating assistance program for those struggling to pay their heating 
bills. 

Mental Illness and 
Depression

Radio Health 
Journal

18-Feb 6:45pm 8 Min
Surveys show that most Americans are less than happy, and seldom experience 
joy. Two experts discuss how even naturally glum people can manufacture joy. 

Government and 
Representation

Community 
Focus

25-Feb 6:00am 19 min.

Former Congressman, State Senator and Mayor Dr. John Schwartz talks about the 
Blue Ribbon Committee that he heads up that is reviewing the Battle Creek City 
Charter and looking at the method we have for choosing a Mayor.  Dr. Schwartz 
also talked about a group he works with that looks to end "Gerrymandering" of 
legislative districts and find a more equitable way to divide states and counties.

Public Safety 
Community 
Focus

25-Feb 6:00am 8 min.
BCPD Sgt. Chris Rabbitt talks about police efforts to educate citizens to be better 
prepared for active shooter incidents.

Education and Behavioral 
Issues

Radio Health 
Journal

25-Feb 6:30am 13 Min

New research shows that most people with ADHD have a disordered body clock 
prompting disturbed sleep, sleep deprivation, and a worsening of ADHD 
symptoms. Experts discuss how fixing the body clock could lessen the impact of 
both ADHD and physical diseases that result from poor sleep. 

Autism and Education
Radio Health 
Journal

4-Mar 6:30am 13 Min

Autism has been misunderstood ever since its first description in the 1940’s. 
Experts describe how this misunderstanding has drastically affected treatment of 
people with autism, and how schools and other institutions might change their 
approach and understanding to improve treatment.

Feeding the Hungry; 
Education, Commerce

Community 
Focus

11-Mar 6:00am 11 Min.

Chef Mike McFarlen and Amber Ballard of Fire Keeper's Casino talk about a new 
community partnership with the Fire Hub and Horrock's in downtown Battle Creek, 
along with the Food Pantry project, and greenhouse food grown project for local 
school students.

Local Economy
Community 
Focus

11-Mar 6:11am 18 min.
Assistant City Manager Ted Dearing and CCDC's John Hart talk about efforts for 
downtown Battle Creek revitalization.  

School Safety
Radio Health 
Journal

11-Mar 6:30am 13 Min

The rise of school shootings has made lockdown drills an everyday part of school 
life. However, without a consensus on the best way to carry out these drills, some 
schools may make them too realistic and traumatize students and staff more than 
prepare them for an intruder. A noted expert discusses how schools go wrong and 
what they should do to be effective.

Journalism and News Ethics
Community 
Focus

14-Mar 8:10am 20:00

Kellogg Community College Journalism Instructor, former Battle Creek Enquire 
reporter and editor Eric Green and WBCK's Tim Collins talk about ethics in 
Journalism and how social media and the internet have changed the way news is 
reported. 



Journalism and News Ethics
Community 
Focus

18-Mar 6:00am 15:00

Kellogg Community College Journalism Instructor, former Battle Creek Enquire 
reporter and editor Eric Green and WBCK's Tim Collins talk about ethics in 
Journalism and how social media and the internet have changed the way news is 
reported. 

Roads and Transportation 
Community 
Focus

18-Mar 6:19am 6 min. 
Calhoun County Commissioner Steve Frisbie re-capped the most recent County 
Board meeting, including info about a new road repair contract that will improve 
roads in the county. 

Health Care, Technology
Radio Health 
Journal

18-Mar 6:45am 8 Min
Big data is changing the world, but it’s been slow in coming to healthcare. An 
expert in healthcare IT explains how that’s changing and what it could mean to 
treatment. 

Personal Safety
Community 
Focus

25-Mar 6:00am 8:30
BCPD Sgt. Chris Rabbitt talks about self-awareness and self protection and other 
methods to keep people safe, especially as they begin resuming outdoor activities 
such as walking and jogging. 

School Shootings and 
Bullying

Community 
Focus

25-Mar 6:10 AM 15:30

Jeff Taylor talks about his event "Be the Change" to shine a light on bullying 
in the schools.  The event features 13 bands, and speakers ranging from 
high schoolers to community leaders and elected representatives.   Jeff 
talked at length about a need for students to treat each other with respect 
to stop troubled kids from committing horrible acts.

Addiction and Treatment
Radio Health 
Journal

25-Mar 6:30am 14 Min

A number of hospitals, particularly in large cities, are beginning to develop or 
operate housing units for the homeless, finding they markedly reduce healthcare 
costs for this population. Experts discuss their “housing first” approach that does 
not require people to get off addictions before they get an apartment. 
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