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Gov. Evers mask mandate 
struck down News 4/1/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 4-3 decision by conservatives on 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
strikes down Governor Tony Evers' 
statewide mask mandate and 
COVID emergency orders, 
and  Wisconsin Republicans say 
the ruling yesterday vindicates the 
Legislature as a co-equal branch of 
government.  Senate Majority 
Leader Devin LeMahieu says the 
decision will expand freedom and 
opportunity for people in the state.  
Assembly Minority Leader Gordon 
Hintz isn’t as enthusiastic, saying 
he was “deeply disappointed.”  
Hintz says politics shouldn’t be a 
part of responding to a public health 
emergency  Republicans had 
argued Governor Evers didn’t have 
the authority to issue multiple 
emergency orders without going 
through the legislative rule-making 
process after the first one.  The 
Supreme Court agreed. 
 
Authorities in northern Wisconsin 
say the body of a missing man has 
been recovered from the White 



River.  The Ashland County 
Sheriff's Office says search teams 
with a police dog found 32-year-old 
Kevin Rosin of Odanah in the water 
Tuesday afternoon.  Deputies say 
Rosin was in a rollover crash south 
of Ashland last Friday.  Officers 
located his vehicle upside down at 
the scene, but Rosin wasn't there. 
 Three dozen law enforcement 
agencies and tribal groups helped 
search for Rosin.  The crash and 
his death are still under 
investigation. 
 
Campaign finance reports show 
one of the two candidates for 
Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction superintendent has 20 
times as much money as her 
opponent.  Jill Underly has raised 
nearly one-and-a-half million dollars 
over the last two months.  Most of it 
comes from political action 
committees, with 750-thousand 
coming from the Democratic Party 
of Wisconsin.  Underly’s opponent, 
Deborah Kerr, raised a little over 
71-thousand.   
 

  
Gov. Evers and federal 
stimulus money  News 4/1/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin’s governor doesn’t 
believe Republican lawmakers 
will sue him over control of 
three billion dollars in federal 
stimulus money.  Tony Evers 
says a suit like that would be a 



waste of taxpayer dollars 
because he does have the 
authority to distribute the 
money as he sees fit.  
Republicans have said they 
think they can work with Evers 
on how to spend the 
coronavirus relief funding, but 
Evers says one idea is a non-
starter – one-billion dollars in 
property tax relief isn’t going to 
happen.   
 
Congressman Tom Tiffany is 
co-author of the Agriculture 
Civil Rights and Equality Act, 
also called the ACRE Act.  It 
would prohibit the U-S-D-A 
from discriminating or 
providing preferential 
treatment to any person on the 
basis of race, color, national 
origin, or sex.  The ACRE Act 
would apply to U-S-D-A hiring, 
contracting, and 
programming.  It is scheduled 
to be introduced by 
Congressman Tiffany and 
Utah Republican 
Congressman Burgess Owens 
today (Thursday). 



 
Officials with the Wausau 
Opportunity Zone say the 
transformation of the Wausau 
Center Mall will start in May.  
Mall doors will close next 
week.  Two parking ramps 
adjacent to the mall and the 
HOM Furniture store will 
remain open.  Most of the mall 
stores have already closed or 
moved to locations outside the 
mall.  The Wausau 
Opportunity Zone says it plans 
to turn the property into an 
urban hub, with housing, 
boutique retail stores, 
hospitality, and gathering 
spaces.  Demolition work 
begins next month. 
 

  
A Milwaukee man being held 
in Forest Co. for drug 
possession  News 4/2/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Milwaukee man is in custody 
in Forest County after he was 
discovered in a Crandon hotel 
with approximately 90 thousand 
dollars in illegal drugs. Following 
a complaint of the smell of 
marijuana coming from the 
room, investigators located 
approximately 2 pounds of both 



crack and powder cocaine, 
approximately an ounce of THC 
products, a digital scale, cash, a 
loaded firearm and drug 
paraphernalia.  The man will be 
held in custody pending a 
Federal Indictment in the Eastern 
District of Wisconsin. 
 

Attorneys for Governor Evers 
and the Wisconsin Elections 
Commission want former 
President Trump's lawyers 
and a G-O-P chair to pay legal 
fees for their failed presidential 
election lawsuits.  Documents 
filed Wednesday in Milwaukee 
federal court call for La Crosse 
County Republican chairman 
Bill Feehan and Trump's 
attorneys to cover a reported 
quarter-million dollars in court 
costs.  The filing says that 
Feehan and attorneys 
including Sidney Powell 
should face legal and financial 
sanctions for bringing such a 
frivolous lawsuit.   
 
The state of Wisconsin is 
warning people about a surge 



of fraudulent activity 
concerning unemployment 
benefits this week.  The 
Department of Workforce 
Development says people 
were being contacted by 
email, social media, and 
phone calls.  A fake account 
called the “Wisconsin 
Department of Workforce” was 
trying to get personal 
information with the goal of 
intercepting the victims’ 
unemployment insurance 
benefits.  The scammers were 
communicating with people 
who had posted comments on 
the D-W-D’s legitimate 
Facebook page.  The fake 
page has been taken down. 
 

  
State Supreme Court ruling 
to cost state money News 4/2/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wednesday’s ruling by the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court is 
going to cost the state almost 
50-million dollars in monthly 
emergency food assistance.  
The court ruled Governor 
Tony Evers overstepped his 
authority by issuing multiple 
emergency orders.  Now, the 
U-S-D-A says states without a 



health declaration no longer 
qualify for federal funding.  
That requirement was added 
when Congress approved the 
Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act last year.  The 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
estimates more than 242-
thousand Wisconsin homes 
received an average of 234-
dollars-a-month in emergency 
food benefits.  Those families 
will now go back to 16-dollars-
a-month. 
 
Milwaukee Tool has 
expansion plans on the way 
that could bring 12-hundred 
new jobs to the area.  The 
rapidly-growing company 
would move into an empty 
building downtown.  Local 
officials say this isn’t about 
shifting jobs from one 
Milwaukee location to a 
second one.  These are new 
positions.  Milwaukee Tool 
reports sales have grown 400-
percent in the last 10 years. 
 
Amtrak is thinking big as 



Congress considers the Biden 
administration’s two-trillion-
dollar infrastructure plan.  If 
approved, Madison, Eau 
Claire, and Green Bay would 
be connected to the heavily-
used route between 
Milwaukee and Chicago.  A 
map was released 
Wednesday night showed a 
route running from Duluth to 
Milwaukee.  Travelers going 
the other direction could ride 
the train as far as Seattle and 
Portland, Oregon.   
 

  
Merrill woman dies in car 
crash News 4/5/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Merrill woman died 

following a crash on Hwy 

64.  The Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s department 

reported the accident late 

Friday near Farmingdale 

Road in the town of 

Corning.  An eastbound 

pickup crossed the 

centerline colliding head 

on into the vehicle of 35-

year old Stephanie Yonke.  

She was pronounced dead 

at the scene.  A 6-year old 



passenger was treated and 

released from Wausau 

Aspirus Hospital.  The truck 

driver, an unidentified 20-

year old Colby man was 

airlifted to Wausau for 

treatment.   

A traffic stop by the State 

Patrol yesterday led to OWI 

charges.  42-year old Sara 

Croft of Mosinee was 

arrested for her fourth 

offense.  She was stopped 

on I-19 in Marathon County 

near Kowalski Road.  A 

controlled substance was 

also found in her possession.   

Wisconsin Attorney General 

Josh Kaul has an opponent 

for the office.  Fond du Lac 

District Attorney Eric Toney 

announced Saturday he’ll 

be running for the seat in 

the election coming up in 

November of 2022.  He’s 

currently seeking his third 

term for DA.  Both 

campaigns state public 

safety is a top priority.   



Breezy conditions again 

and above normal 

temperatures today will 

keep the fire danger at very 

high to extreme levels 

across the north half of the 

state.  Forecast highs near 

70 are expected with wind 

gusts over 20 mph.  But the 

threat of showers and 

possibly a passing storm or 

two later today and tonight 

cold lessen that risk.   

Stronger storms are likely for 

the western part of the 

state.  Temperatures are 

expected to remain mild 

throughout the week.   
 

  
Fire at motel in Cadott News 4/5/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities in Cadott say a 

person at a nearby truck 

stop spotted a fire at a 

motel and ran over to wake 

people up and get them 

out.  Eight people had to 

seek hospital treatment 

after the fire at Countryside 

Motel at about 6:00 a-m 

Saturday.  One of the 

victims was hospitalized 



overnight.  Officials with 

Cadott Area Fire and 

Rescue say they believe 

either a discarded 

cigarette or a nearby patio 

heater started the fire.  The 

damage to the motel was 

estimated at about 200-

thousand dollars. 

A Western Wisconsin wildfire 

is now under control after 

burning 40 acres of land in 

Burnett County, just 

southwest of Yellow Lake.  

Three structures were 

destroyed.  The cause of 

the fire is still unknown.  

A controlled burn in Dane 

County last night was 

anything but as it got out of 

control and burned down a 

barn.  The incident reported 

just before 6:00.  Several 

recreational vehicles were 

destroyed and about 15 

acres of a neighboring 

corfield were charred.  

Several blazes were 

reported in Lincoln County 



over the weekend starting 

with a call to the 911 

Center of a grass fire on 

Piehl Rd in the Town of 

Bradley.  The fire was 

started after fireworks 

landed in a brushy area.   

Another report of a grass 

fire on County Rd J in the 

Town of Russell Saturday 

afternoon and a large fire in 

a wooded area on Colton 

Dr in the Town of Bradley.  

Fire dangers across much of 

the state remain very high.   
 

  
Heavy spring storms News 4/6/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The first storms of the spring 

season lit up the north half 

of the state overnight, 

dumping over an inch of 

rain in many locations and 

pea-sized hail.  Antigo 

tallied over an inch and a 

half.  The weather spawned 

by record high 

temperatures.  Rhinelander 

nearly tied the 1991 mark of 

80° with a 79.  Several 

records fell across central 

Wisconsin.  Expect showers 



for much of the week.  No 

power outages were 

reported by Wisconsin 

Public Service. 

It’s election day in 

Wisconsin.  A new state 

school superintendent tops 

the state races along with 

an appeals court judge.  

There are a number of 

referendums including 

advisory questions in 

Oneida County for a tax 

increase and budget cuts, 

Newbold for work on the 

town shop and town hall 

and others.  Crescent will 

select a town chair and 

supervisor.   School boards 

are always big this time 

around like Wabeno whose 

district spans parts of Forest, 

Langlade, Marinette and 

Oconto counties includes 

candidates Katryna 

VanEperen and Dawn 

Jakubiec along with Dave 

Seeber.  The board of 

canvassers will meet tonight 



at Wabeno Elementary to 

review all the ballots.  Polls 

are open from 7am to 8pm 

statewide and a photo ID is 

needed.   

Anyone in Wisconsin over 16 

is now eligible for the 

COVID-19 vaccine.  The 

latest figures show more 

than 20% of state residents 

were fully protected.  Right 

now Pfizer is the only shot 

approved for 16 & 17 year 

olds.  Over 18 are open to 

all three suppliers.  The shots 

are free and widely 

available.  
 

  
Oneida Co. health dept. 
offers Covid shots News 4/6/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 As the Federal Department 

of Health Services opens 

eligibility for the COVID-19 

vaccine, Oneida County’s 

health department offers 

online appointment 

scheduling.  Everyone over 

16 in Wisconsin is now 

eligible for the doses, with 

the county offering two 

options depending on your 

age.  Information and 



scheduling is available on 

the Oneida County Health 

Department’s website. 

Last night’s storms provided 

a look forward to 

Wisconsin’s Tornado and 

Severe Weather Awareness 

Week.  April 12th thru the 

16th people are 

encouraged to develop 

and practice plans for their 

families and businesses.  The 

state averages 23 

tornadoes annually and the 

drill across radio and 

television stations takes 

place Thursday, the 15th.   

Gas prices across much of 

Wisconsin are sitting about 

a dollar-25 higher than they 

were at this time last year.  

The statewide average is 

two-65-a-gallon, $2.88 

across much of the north.  

That is up by about a nickel 

over the last month.  Prices 

are driven higher by OPEC’s 

decision to limit production, 

more drivers on the roads 



as the U-S emerges from the 

pandemic, and the Texas 

cold snap that knocked 

several refineries off-line.  

There’s no relief in sight.  

OPEC is increasing its oil 

production, but people are 

driving more miles and 

many refineries are 

switching to the more 

expensive summer blend of 

gas. 

What once was the heart of 

downtown Wausau is now 

closed.  The Wausau Center 

Mall was purchased in 

February of last year by the 

Wausau Opportunity Zone, 

created by two local 

foundations.  Plans call for 

its demolition to create an 

urban center providing a 

number of services. 
 

  
Election results News 4/7/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Election results were slow to 

come in overnight but here 

are the races we do have 

as Jill Underly is the new 

state school 

superintendent.  Shelly 



Grogan and Gregory Gill, Jr 

won seats to the Court of 

Appeals, districts 2 and 3 

respectively.  Joel Knutson is 

the Crescent Town Chair.  

Voters in Oneida County 

turned back two advisory 

referendums, saying no to 

both a tax increase and a 

reduction in county 

programs to fund road and 

bridge work.  Newbold 

residents soundly defeated 

a referendum to spend $4.1 

million for improvements at 

the town hall and shop.  

Voters in Elcho and 

Tomahawk overwhelmingly 

defeated a school 

referendum for 

maintenance expenses.  

Two referendum questions 

in Wausau brought split 

results with voters approving 

$4-million over the state 

cap for operational 

expenses but said no to 

borrowing $148-million for 

upgrades and renovations 



to district buildings.   Ron 

Counter and David Holperin 

were re-elected to the 

Rhinelander School Board 

with write in candidate 

Benjamin Roskoskey also 

winning a seat.   Three year 

terms on the Lakeland 

Union School Board went to 

Pamela Carroll for Arbor 

Vitae/Woodruff and Gary 

Smith for Lac du Flambeau 

along with Barry Seidl for 

the at large seat.  Matt 

Kock and Dean Bortz took 

one year terms for the at 

large seat.  Only eight votes 

separated the candidates 

for Three Lakes School 

Board with Mike Kwaterski 

winning.   

 

Northcentral Technical 

College has a new 

president.  Dr. Jeannie 

Worden will replace the 

retiring Dr. Lori Weyers this 

June.  Worden has 26 years 

with NTC, currently the 



executive vice president.   
 

  
A new superintendant of 
schools for the state has 
been elected News 4/7/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Members of the Wisconsin 

Legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee questioned the 

outgoing Department of 

Public Instruction 

superintendent yesterday 

about several things – 

including when in-person 

classes will resume.  The 

ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic and the way 

Wisconsin public schools 

have responded 

dominated the hearing.  

Lawmakers asked whether 

more than two-billion dollars 

in federally allocated 

funding is going to the right 

school districts.  State 

Superintendent Carolyn 

Stanford Taylor told 

committee members she 

doesn’t have the authority 

to order schools to reopen.  

Taylor stressed that would 

be a local decision. 

Jill Underly won the 

statewide election to serve 



as Wisconsin superintendent 

of schools.  Underly had the 

support of the state 

teachers’ union and had 14 

times as much money for 

her campaign as Deb Kerr 

did.  The winner got 52 

percent of the vote 

Tuesday.  Though the race 

for D-P-I head is officially 

nonpartisan, Democrats 

backed Underly while 

Republicans were behind 

Kerr.  Underly replaces 

Carolyn Stanford Taylor who 

has held the position for the 

last two years. 

Police departments in 

Rhinelander, Minocqua and 

Three Lakes along with the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department have another 

drug take back day 

planned for April 24th.  In 

conjunction with the Drug 

enforcement administration 

and Wisconsin department 

of justice, the public has the 

opportunity to safely 



dispose of potentially 

dangerous, expired, unused 

and unwanted prescription 

medications.  Collections 

run from 10-2 and includes 

the Oneida County Landfill. 

Wisconsin-based Amsoil is 

the official title sponsor for 

Championship Offroad.  

The 2021 season opens in 

Antigo June 5th, running into 

September at tracks in 

Wisconsin, Michigan and 

Minnesota.   
 

  
Merrill man in jail News 4/8/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Deputies with the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s 

Department and Merrill 

Police have a 33-year old 

Merrill man in jail.  Officials 

tried to take Kristopher 

Wilmot into custody 

yesterday near WalMart 

when he took off on foot.  

He was arrested on South 

Pine Ridge Avenue, wanted 

on a probation warrant and 

other charges pending an 

ongoing investigation.   

 



Few details this morning 

about a fire last night at the 

Lake States Yeast plant in 

Rhinelander.  A call 

reporting smoke in the 

building came in just before 

six.  There was a fire, likely 

caused by a machine 

malfunction.  No injuries 

were reported.   

 

As the city of Rhinelander 

deals with toxic PFAs 

chemicals in the water 

supply that shut down two 

wells, the DNR and the 

state’s largest business 

organization reached 

agreement to have test 

results for the man-made 

chemicals kept secret.  

Wisconsin Manufacturers 

and Commerce sued to 

have testing stopped at 

industrial and municipal 

treatment plants.  The 

agreement will allow 

sampling to continue but 

the results will not be made 



public.  To date there are 

no regulations for dealing 

with the chemicals, which 

are found in dozens of 

household items and known 

to cause cancer and other 

problems. 

 

Lacking legislative action 

on gun control, President 

Joe Biden today is 

expected to sign a series of 

executive orders addressing 

gun violence.  The move 

comes following several 

mass shootings in recent 

weeks.  Among the 

announcements, tougher 

regulations for background 

checks, pistol stabilizing 

braces and red flag laws, 

allowing police to 

confiscate weapons from 

someone deemed a 

danger to themselves or 

others, based on an 

individual complaint. 
 

  
State workforce 
development have News 4/821 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Department 

of Workforce Development 



announced  people that have 
signed up for secure 
messaging for 
unemployment benefits 

reports more than 75-

hundred people have 

signed up for secure 

messaging about 

unemployment benefits.  

The state started using a 

new online unemployment 

portal last week, offering 

the ability to talk directly 

with claims specialists, sign 

up for text notifications and 

securely upload 

documents.  Importantly, it 

also includes a more user-

friendly interface for people 

communicating through 

their mobile devices.  In the 

week since the new portal 

debuted the state has 

issued more than 27-million 

dollars in claims to 18-

thousand applicants. 

Wisconsin is finding out 

when last week’s decision 

by the state Supreme Court 

will begin to have an 

impact.  The ruling that 

struck down the governor’s 

emergency order means 



Wisconsin will begin losing 

more than 50-million dollars-

a-month in emergency 

supplemental FoodShare 

benefits in May.  One day 

will make a difference.  The 

Department of Health 

Services says if the court 

had allowed the governor’s 

emergency order and mask 

mandate to continue for 

that one additional day, 

pushing it into April, 

FoodShare members would 

have been covered 

through the end of next 

month. 

The Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

says Republican plans for 

spending three-point-two-

billion dollars in federal 

stimulus money might not 

be allowed.  The Bureau 

reviewed those plans and 

just issued its analysis.  The 

proposals call for spending 

about 626-million dollars of 

the money on things 

prohibited by federal law.  



Another billion in property 

tax cuts and some money 

earmarked for 

unemployment insurance 

might have to be repaid.  A 

package of 11 bills was 

discussed in yesterday’s 

public hearing before the 

Legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee. 
 

  
Oneida Co. Health Dept. has 
given out 8500 Covid shots 
since yesterday News 4/9/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Since yesterday the 

Oneida County Health 

Department administered 

over 8500 COVID-19 

vaccines.  That number is 

now over 9000 at the 

community clinic set up at 

Grace Foursquare Church 

in Rhinelander.  The single 

Johnson & Johnson dose is 

driving those numbers.  The 

county can now vaccinate 

anyone over 18 and have 

dosed more than 22,000 

since January.  Health 

officials say nearly 90% of 

those over 65 have had the 

shots.  The next clinic is 

Saturday and registration 



takes place on the Oneida 

County Health Department 

website.   

The state meanwhile 

recorded its highest number 

of new virus cases in two 

months yesterday.  That led 

to health officials issuing 

new warnings about the 

spread of the more 

contagious variants and a 

renewed call for 

vaccinations.  Deputy 

secretary of the Wisconsin 

Department of Health 

Services, Julie Willems Van 

Dijk said we’re not ready for 

huge mass gatherings yet 

and need to be cautious as 

we move forward.  Last 

week the state supreme 

court struck down Governor 

Tony Evers’ mask mandate 

but health officials say they 

should still be worn.  

As President Biden issues 

executive orders on gun 

control, State Senator Mary 



Felzkowski of Tomahawk is 

working to make Wisconsin 

a Second Amendment 

sanctuary state.  The bill 

would protect firearms and 

ammunition from being 

confiscated if legally 

owned.  She said of Biden’s 

orders, they’re a “blatant 

overreach and attack on 

our second amendment 

rights.”  The Republican 

Felzkowski said the 

Constitution is set in stone 

and you don’t get to pick 

and choose which sections 

you adhere to and respect 

based of a political 

agenda. 

 

  
State health officials 
announce Covid vaccines 
are increasing News 4/12/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 As of yesterday, state 

health officials reported 

numbers of COVID-19 

vaccinations are increasing 

at high rates as the number 

of positive cases continue 

to fall.  Nearly 70% of those 

65 and over have had the 

shots.  569 cases were 



noted yesterday and more 

than 3.5-million doses of the 

vaccine given.  Wisconsin 

now has nearly a quarter of 

the population vaccinated 

and are giving nearly 

41,000 doses per day.  

Those numbers however 

don’t include as many of 

the Johnson & Johnson 

single doses.  Several states 

have already paused 

administering that brand 

after a number of adverse 

reactions.  Health officials 

said the reactions for the 

most part were consistent 

with common reactions in 

adults getting the shot, but 

suspended it out of an 

abundance of caution due 

to the number of people 

affected.   

Wrangling over the state 

budget began in earnest 

last week and one of the 

largest issues looming is 

handling the huge amount 



of federal money coming in 

for COVID relief.  

Republicans who control 

the legislature, what that 

body to control what goes 

where and not one 

democratic Governor.  

Tony Evers last week vetoed 

a GOP-passed bill giving 

oversight to the Joint 

Finance committee.  

Lawmakers would like to 

see a good portion of the 

$3.2-billion go to a tax 

rebate for property owners, 

something they say is direct 

relief.  The problem is, the 

way the funding is 

structured, it cannot be 

used for tax relief.  

Supporters say they’re only 

using property taxes as a 

base from which to 

formulate numbers.  Evers 

says that’s covered in the 

main budget. 

 

  
Lincoln Co. officials have 
been dealing with a number News 4/12/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Seventh U-S Circuit 

Court of Appeals has ruled 



of high speed traffic stops Wisconsin’s Democratic 

governor can exclude 

members of a conservative 

think tank from his press 

conferences.  The federal 

appeals court upheld the 

ruling by a lower court that 

said Governor Tony Evers 

could keep the MacIver 

Institute for Public Policy off 

his email list.  The Institute 

had alleged the governor 

violated its staffers’ 

constitutional rights to free 

speech, freedom of the 

press, and equal access.  

Federal Judge James 

Peterson ruled last year that 

MacIver can still report on 

Evers’ actions without being 

invited to his press 

conferences or getting 

emails from his office. 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

deputies have been 

dealing with a good 

number of high speed 

traffic stops and remind 

drivers the speed limits will 



be strictly enforced.  Just 

this past week a Rockford, 

IL woman was cited for 

traveling over 100 mph on 

Hwy 51 north of Tomahawk.  

That was Monday.  

Wednesday, a 17-year old 

Neenah man not only was 

driving on a suspended 

license, but was clocked at 

106 mph on 51 near County 

D.  Friday, it was a 16-year 

old Wausau driver ticketed 

for doing 96 in the 65 mph 

zone at County H.  Saturday 

afternoon an 18-year old 

Minocqua man stopped for 

doing 94 near Irma and a 

31-year old Wausau man 

cited for driving 95 on Hwy 

17 near County C.  

Saturday night a 66 year 

old Merrill man was ticketed 

for 98 mph south of Irma.  

Sunday afternoon a 

Gleason man was doing 98 

on Hwy 17.  And there are 

more.  That’s your news, this 

is MM 
 



  
Wausau school board sets 
regulations for the new 
school year News 4/13/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Last month the Wausau 

School Board agreed to 

look into opening schools to 

five days of in person 

instruction for the coming 

year.  That decision is now 

final and there will be no 

online learning for 2021-22.  

Parents will have the option 

of enrolling students in the 

district’s virtual charter 

school program.  

Rhinelander begins a five 

day schedule already for 

summer school, with it 

continuing into the coming 

school year as well.  Health 

officials will require masks 

for the summer and monitor 

whether or not to continue 

the practice into the fall.   

Even though your calendar 

may say tax day on April 

15th, the Wisconsin 

Department of Revenue 

reminds people that date is 

now May 17th.  Interest and 

penalties are also waived 



until that date. 

With the snow disappearing 

early and frost pulling from 

the ground, farmers are 

getting a strong start to the 

planting season.  And right 

now the rain is helping.  

Many locations across north 

central Wisconsin have 

sandy soil that doesn’t 

retain moisture.  The 

extended above normal 

temperatures not only 

drove the fire danger up 

but dry soils down.  And 

while everyday people are 

complaining about the 

endless rain lately, farmers 

are very pleased, getting a 

jump on tilling and even 

planting some crops 

already.  Over the last 10 

days Antigo has picked up 

over 2-1/2 inches of rain, 

Rhinelander is working on 3.  

1.3 in the Wausau area.   

Fighter jets from the Air 

National Guard 115th 



Fighter Wing will be in the 

skies over parts of Wisconsin 

this week.  
 

  
Johnson and Johnson Covid 
vaccine put on pause by the 
govt.  News 4/13/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The single dose COVID-19 

vaccine from Johnson & 

Johnson has been put on 

pause by the government.  

The move comes following 

reports of blood clots 

developing after the shot.  

Both the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention and 

Food and Drug 

Administration 

recommended suspending 

the shots this morning.    

The attorney for convicted 

killer Steven Avery says a 

new witness came forward 

with information Sunday, 

leading her to file a motion 

with the state Appeals 

Court.  Kathleen Zellner 

claims Avery’s nephew, 

Bobby Dassey, planted the 

victim’s car at the Avery 

Salvage Yard in 2005.  

Avery is serving time for the 

murder of photographer 



Teresa Halbach.  Zellner 

says Thomas Sowinski told 

her he was delivering 

newspapers when he saw 

Dassey and another man 

pushing a dark blue RAV-4 

down the road toward the 

junkyard.  Sowinski says 

Dassey tried to stop him 

from leaving.  He says he 

told the Manitowoc County 

Sheriff’s Office, but nobody 

interviewed him.  Dassey 

was one of the key 

prosecution witnesses 

against his uncle. 

A report from the federal 

government says Wisconsin 

hasn’t invested in its 

infrastructure in decades.  

The White House report was 

issued Monday as the Biden 

administration tries to build 

support for a two-point-

three-trillion dollar program 

to upgrade the nation’s 

roads and bridges.  Like 

most states, Wisconsin was 

given a grade of “C.”  Eight 



states were given grades of 

“D,” and eight more 

weren’t graded.  No state 

received an “A” or “B” – 

and no state failed.  

Researchers estimate 

Wisconsin drivers pay an 

extra 500-dollars-a-year in 

car repairs due to road 

conditions. 
 

 
State DNR increasing limits 
in state parks News 4/14/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The DNR is increasing the 

capacity limits to state 

parks.  Effective at the end 

of the month, open air 

shelters, ampitheatres and 

outdoor group 

campgrounds can have 

100 people.  Concession 

facilities will also open to 

the public at 50% of 

capacity.  Observation 

towers and playgrounds will 

also open.  Tomorrow, the 

Oneida County Public 

Safety Committee meets to 

discuss the health 

guidelines and compliance 

issues with two sizeable 

events in the area.  Bubba’s 



Bog Bash, held in 

conjunction with the Fall 

Ride in Tomahawk and the 

Hodag Country Festival.  

Both draw thousands of 

people and the committee 

will rule on their permit 

applications.   

 

The federally ordered halt 

to dispense the Johnson & 

Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 

forced the Langlade 

County Health Department 

to cancel their clinic set for 

Friday.   Health officials are 

reviewing reported adverse 

side effects to the drug.  

Those who’ve had the shot 

with side effects should 

contact their medical 

provider. 

 

The Eagle River Police 

department hosted two 

days of Rescue Task Force 

training this week.  First 

responders learned about 

tactical emergency 



casualty care and warm 

zone operations during an 

active violent incident.  A 

warm zone is a cleared 

area but not secure.  The 

drill, staged at Trees for 

Tomorrow in Eagle River, 

allows law enforcement, fire 

departments and medical 

personnel work together on 

victims needing immediate 

care.  Participating 

agencies included police 

from Three Lakes, Lac du 

Flambeau and Rhinelander.  

Sheriff’s departments 

including Vilas, Florence 

and Forest.  Ascension 

Eagle River Hospital and fire 

and rescue units from 

Phelps, Eagle River, Lac du 

Flambeau and Arbor Vitae.  

The exercise ended 

yesterday.   
 

 
State Republicans tussle 
with Gov. Evers over federal 
stimulus money News 4/14/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Assembly Republicans are 

engaging Governor Tony 

Evers in a tug-of-war over 

billions of dollars in federal 

stimulus funds.  The 



Assembly passed nearly a 

dozen bills yesterday for 

how to spend the three-

point-two-billion dollars.  

Evers is expected to veto 

them if they reach his desk.  

He’s already vetoed two 

that would have given 

lawmakers more control of 

the federal coronavirus 

stimulus money.  Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says 

instead of Evers, by himself, 

deciding how to spend 

taxpayer dollars, there 

should be a “robust 

debate” letting the public 

see where its dollars are 

going. 

The State of Wisconsin has 

reached a deal with the U-S 

Department of Agriculture 

that saves the 70-million 

dollars it was about to lose 

following a state Supreme 

Court decision.  More than 

400-thousand Wisconsin 

households weren’t going 

to be able to collect food 



assistance.  An emergency 

declaration by the 

Department of Health 

Services allowed federal 

funding to continue.  It was 

about to be lost after the 

Supreme Court struck down 

the governor’s emergency 

order that included a mask 

mandate.   

Traffic was tied up a couple 

hours south of Wausau for a 

one vehicle accident this 

morning.  The SUV struck the 

median and rolled over 

upside down into the 

southbound lanes of traffic 

at the I-39/ Hwy 29 

interchange.  Traffic was re-

routed and there’s no word 

on injuries or what caused 

the crash.   

Another Democrat is 

running for the US Senate.  

State Treasurer Sarah 

Godlewski announced 

today.  Incumbent Ron 

Johnson has yet to say 

whether he’s seeking re-



election.   
 
 

 
Bills worked through the 
state legislature yesterday News 4/15/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A number of election-

related bills worked through 

the state Senate yesterday.  

Among the Republican-

backed measures, having 

municipal clerks follow state 

law, during recounts allow 

observers to watch, court 

cases would be tried in the 

counties involved in the 

race election violators tried 

to influence and prohibit 

local governments and the 

state elections commission 

from using private grants to 

aid election administration.   

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court ruled Governor Tony 

Evers lacked authority to 

order pandemic capacity 

limits in bars and 

restaurants.  The high court's 

four justice conservative 

majority said that action 

required approval by the 

Republican-controlled state 

Legislature.  The three 



liberals dissented on the 

decision that the order 

issued by the Department 

of Health Services meets 

the definition of a rule 

requiring legislative 

approval.   

And there’s a new chief 

justice on the court.  

Annette Ziegler, elected to 

the high court in 2007 

replaces 80-year old 

Patience Roggensack, 

whose served in that 

position six years.  The 57-

year old Ziegler is a 

member of that 

conservative majority.   

While the curbside pickup 

will continue at the 

Rhinelander District Library, 

the building will reopen to 

the public on Monday.  Like 

so many other public 

buildings, the library cut 

back services due to the 

pandemic.  There will be 

changes, such as 

continued use of face 



masks and social 

distancing.  Thirty minute 

time limits will be in place 

for browsing or computer 

use and the number of 

visitors will be limited.  High 

touch surfaces will be 

cleaned often and the 

meeting room will not be 

available, among other 

things.  Hours will run from 9-

to-6 Monday through 

Friday. 
 

 
Oneida Co. public service 
committee ok’s a permit News 4/15/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Oneida County’s Public 

Service Committee this 

morning approved the 

large gathering permits for 

Bubba’s Bog Bash in 

conjunction with the 

Tomahawk Fall Ride and 

the Hodag Country Festival.  

Environmental Health 

Specialist Todd Troskey 

opened the meeting with 

doubt saying there’s no 

safe or easy way to hold 

large gatherings.  

Committee members said 

it’s time to open up.  



Member Tom Kelley was the 

lone no vote on both citing 

personal reasons.  The initial 

motion to approve was 

tagged with organizers 

meeting the Sheriff’s 

Department and county 

health officials to help 

ensure compliance.  

However corporation 

council Mike Fugel said that 

couldn’t be a requirement, 

just a recommendation.  

Troskey said they’re worked 

well with both organizations 

for years and it wouldn’t be 

a problem.  Sheriff Grady 

Hartman agreed.  There we 

no negative comments on 

either event submitted by 

the public.   

A new tracking system will 

let Wisconsin sexual assault 

victims get information 

about the evidence kits 

associated with their cases.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Justice will use a $327-

thousand federal grant to 



pay for it.  It will be set up to 

monitor how long those kits 

spend at different points as 

they are processed.  The 

state Senate passed a bill 

last month requiring the 

state agency to create a 

database allowing victims 

to track their kits.  That bill 

hasn’t hit the Assembly yet. 

The official who ran 

Wisconsin’s Department of 

Health and Human Services 

is up for a cabinet position 

in Washington.  Andrea 

Palm is being considered as 

the nest Deputy Secretary 

for Health and Human 

Services in the Biden 

administration. 
 

 
A Wausau man to be in court 
over the death of his son News 4/15/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A bill declaring Wisconsin 

churches should be 

essential is headed to 

Governor Tony Evers' desk. 

 The Senate passed a bill 

Wednesday that would 

declare churches across 

Wisconsin essential, and 

make sure they fully re-



open.  Republican Senator 

Andre Jacque of DePere 

argues that liquor stores 

and abortion clinics were 

declared essential, and 

allowed to stay open during 

the coronavirus outbreak, 

but churches were closed.  

Jacque says the bill would 

ensure Wisconsinites’ right 

to worship.  

 A Wausau man accused of 

causing his infant son’s 

death will be arraigned in 

June.  Thirty-nine-year-old 

Ronnie Lofton faces a 

charge of first-degree 

reckless homicide plus four 

misdemeanor charges.  

Lofton was scheduled to 

enter a plea Wednesday 

but the hearing was 

delayed.  The three-month-

old boy was brought to the 

hospital by his mother 

January 9th, then died five 

days later.  Marathon 

County Assistant District 

Attorney Hannah Boeck 



says after the child died 21 

fractures were found in his 

ribs in various stages of 

healing. 

No change in Wisconsin's 

three-point-eight percent 

unemployment rate for a 

second straight month.  The 

Department of Workforce 

Development finds total 

non-farm jobs increased by 

12-thousand-900 in March 

and private sector jobs 

were up 11-thousand-100.  

The national rate was six 

percent last month. 

Organizers with the Hodag 

Country Festival in 

Rhinelander say all the 

artists slated to appear at 

the event in July have 

committed to appear.  That 

comes after the festival and 

Bubba’s Bog Bash, held in 

conjunction with the 

Tomahawk Fall Ride, got 

their large gathering 

permits from the Oneida 

County Safety committee 



yesterday.   
 

 
Support of marijuana use in 
the state  News 4/16/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin Senate Majority 

Leader Devin LeMahieu 

says not enough members 

of his Republican party 

support the legalization of 

marijuana.  That means it 

won’t happen in Wisconsin 

any time soon.  LeMahieu 

points out that marijuana is 

still illegal under federal 

law.  Governor Tony Evers 

had indicated he would 

include a plan for legalizing 

the drug for recreational or 

medicinal use in his 

upcoming biennial budget 

plan.  Evers says his plan 

would be similar to laws in 

border states Illinois and 

Michigan and taxes on 

marijuana could generate 

about 165-million dollars-a-

year.   

The Wisconsin Public Service 

Commission is urging 

anyone with an outstanding 

bill for utilities to make 

payment arrangements or 



apply for financial 

assistance.  The state’s utility 

disconnection moratorium 

ended yesterday.  That 

means thousands of 

customers with outstanding 

electric, natural gas, or 

water bills could have their 

services disconnected.  

Federal stimulus funding is 

available for anyone 

struggling to pay their bills. 

Madison Mayor Satya 

Rhodes-Conway and 

Milwaukee Mayor Tom 

Barrett are among several 

mayors backing an Amtrak 

plan for expanded 

passenger rail service.  The 

two, plus the mayors of 

Chicago, Minneapolis, and 

St. Paul wrote a letter to 

Secretary of Transportation 

Pete Buttigieg saying 

there’s a potential for 

passenger rail to bring 

opportunity to the Midwest 

region, connecting cities 

nationwide “in a more 



sustainable manner.”  

Amtrak first revealed plans 

earlier this month about 

what it would do if the 

Biden administration’s two-

point-three-trillion-dollar 

infrastructure package is 

passed.  The Amtrak plan 

includes a new route 

extending from Duluth to 

Milwaukee, joining the busy 

Hiawatha service to 

Chicago. 
 

 
A shooting suspect in 
Kenosha Co. in jail News 4/19/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A suspect is in custody in 

Kenosha County following a 

shooting early yesterday 

morning.  Three men are 

dead and three more 

injured at the Somers House 

Tavern.  Little information 

has been release but the 

suspect is facing charges of 

first-degree intentional 

homicide and possibly 

others.  Investigators say the 

suspect was asked to leave 

the tavern but returned with 

a weapon and began firing 

into the crowded building.  



This is the latest in a number 

of shootings across the 

country in the last month 

that have left 30 people 

dead.   

Lincoln County dispatch 

was handling emergency 

calls for Marathon County 

Saturday.  The 911 system 

and business lines there 

went down early Saturday 

night.  Service was restored 

shortly before midnight.   

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association has new 

leadership.  Stephanie 

Hauser, former athletic 

director and assistant 

principal at SPASH will take 

over as executive director 

in July, making her the first 

woman to hold the position 

in the 125 year history of the 

WIAA.  She replaces the 

retiring Dave Anderson 

whose had the job the past 



12 years.   

The Wisconsin DOT is taking 

another year to study one 

of the most treacherous 

stretches of highway in the 

state.  The stretch of I-94 

between the Marquette 

and Zoo interchanges 

needs major work to make 

it safer.  The agency 

expects the billion dollar 

project to be approved 

next year.   A high number 

of accidents have occurred 

over the years and 

Secretary Craig Thompson 

says the year long review 

will study traffic levels and 

take public input.   

 

 
Resolution passed by 
Rhinelander Common 
Council News 4/19/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

In a resolution passed 

unanimously by 

Rhinelander’s Common 

Council, the City calls for an 

increase in shared revenue 

payments to maintain 

current service levels in 

public safety, parks, road 



maintenance and 

snowplowing.  Today 

property taxes account for 

more than twice as much 

municipal revenue as state 

aid.”  Simply put, state aids 

haven’t kept pace with 

inflation.  City Administrator 

Zach Vruwink said 

“Increased costs in doing 

business, stringent state-

imposed levy limits and 

declining state shared 

revenue has created a 

situation where services will 

need to be cut to balance 

the budget.  The Joint 

Finance Committee visits 

Rhinelander Wednesday for 

one of three budget 

hearings.   The city will also 

ask the Committee to 

establish a municipal grant 

program to share in the 

cost of PFAS treatment for 

municipal water systems, a 

rising problem across the 

state. 

Deputies arrested a 20 year 



old Merrill man after he led 

them on a high speed 

chase Saturday morning. 

Just after 3:00 AM a deputy 

attempted to stop the 

driver after he found him 

traveling 87 MPH in the 45 

MPH zone on State Rd 107. 

During the pursuit, speeds 

reached in excess of 

125mph before deputies 

were able to use a tire 

deflation which caused the 

driver to stop.  He is being 

held in the Lincoln County 

Jail on a felony charge of 

fleeing, he will also be 

issued several traffic 

citations. 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos backs a ban on 

transgender athletes taking 

part in girls’ and women’s 

sports.  Governor Tony Evers 

would be expected to veto 

any such measure.   
 

 
States turkey hunting season 
opens tomorrow News 4/20/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The danger of per and 

poly/flouro/alkyl substances 

or PFAs is finally catching on 



in Madison.  Rhinelander 

shut down two municipal 

wells and a popular spring 

because of the 

contamination from 

chemicals found in 

everyday items like fast 

food wrappers, cookware, 

writing utensils and others.  

The DNR and Department 

of Health Services now say 

there are around 35 

locations in the state 

impacted.  Another 

product using PFAs 

chemicals is firefighting 

foam, and the City of 

LaCrosse is going to federal 

court, suing one 

manufacturer for 

contamination at their 

airport.  Governor Tony 

Evers is proposing annual 

grants help local 

governments monitor the 

drinking water.  

Rhinelander’s been asking 

for help for two years. 



There’s a new deal 

between the state and 

FoxConn, the world’s 

largest electronics 

manufacturer.  Governor 

Evers yesterday announced 

the scaled-back project, 

but specifics were not laid 

out.   We’re supposed to 

see those as details are 

reviewed today by the 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation.  

The original plan that laid 

out thousands of jobs and 

billions of dollars never 

materialized, brokered by 

former Governor Scott 

Walker four years ago.   

Wisconsin’s turkey hunting 

season opens tomorrow.  

And the pandemic has 

helped make the birds the 

second most sought after 

target behind deer.  Permit 

applications were up 

dramatically again this 

season.  Last year more 



than 130,000 people 

applied for the spring hunt 

and another 90,000 bonus 

permits were sold 

according to the state.  

More than 45,000 birds were 

taken last season and the 

DNR says the turkey 

population is in great 

shape.  

 

 

 
Farm accident kills Merrill 
man News 4/20/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A farm accident yesterday 

afternoon killed a 46-year 

old Merrill man.  The man, 

who hasn’t yet been 

identified, was pinned 

beneath a tractor.  

Investigators say around 

4:00 he was using the 

tractor to pull a truck that 

was stuck in a field.  In the 

process the tractor tipped 

over, trapping the man 

underneath.  First 

responders attempted life-

saving measures but he was 

pronounced dead at the 



scene.   

Madison Police Chief Shon 

Barnes is making a 

commitment to protect the 

First Amendment as 

Wisconsin’s Capitol City 

gets ready for protests after 

the Derek Chauvin verdict is 

issued.  The chief says his 

department will exercise 

restraint while protecting 

people first and property 

second.  Barnes says non-

lethal weapons like tear gas 

will be used only as a last 

resort.  He says he can’t tell 

businesses how they should 

protect their storefronts.  

Madison Mayor Satya 

Rhodes-Conway says City 

Hall is on board with the 

“Madison Method” of 

policing.  

Online retail giant Amazon 

is working on plans for a 13-

million-dollar distribution 

center in Pewaukee.  

Amazon says it’s going to 

move into a currently 



empty 165-thousand 

square-foot Roundy Circle 

building.  Amazon already 

has an operation in Sussex 

and is working on another 

distribution center project in 

Wauwatosa.  The company 

says the Pewaukee location 

will create at least 136 jobs. 

Nearly 875,000 Subaru cars 

and SUVs are in a recall 

because the engines can 

stall or a rear suspension 

part can fall off.  It covers 

2018 & 19 Crosstreks and 

2017 through 19 Impreza 

models.  The recall begins 

May 28th. 
 

 
Court ordered improvements 
are taking place at Lincoln 
Hills/Copper Hills News 4/21/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

All walks of life are reacting 

to the guilty verdicts for 

Derek Chauvin in the death 

of George Floyd.  Sports 

teams, business leaders, 

politicians and pundits all 

had something to say.  

Governor Tony Evers said, 

“While this is a moment of 

accountability in our justice 

system and our country, we 



are reminded that 

justice for Black lives is not a 

moment—

it requires meaningful, 

sustained, and systemic 

change”.  US Senator 

Tammy Baldwin said, “This 

must strengthen our resolve 

to take action and pass the 

George Floyd Justice in 

Policing Act to help stop 

systemic racism and bias in 

policing and start saving 

lives.”   The Milwaukee 

Bucks released a statement 

saying they, “remain 

strongly committed to 

addressing issues of police 

brutality, social injustice, 

and racism “. 

While there’s still work to be 

done, court-ordered 

improvements at the 

Lincoln Hills/Copper Lake 

Schools are taking shape.  

Teresa Abreau monitors the 

facility in Irma for the 

Department of Corrections 

and said positive changes 



have taken place.  The 

detention facility is slated 

for closing and she said 

that’s one of the areas they 

have to get ready for.  In 

her last report Abreau said 

the overall atmosphere is 

good but there are still 

concerns about the lack of 

programming ability, use of 

force, restraints and other 

issues.  Over the last year 

the youth prison has seen a 

number of attacks on staff 

and other personnel.   

The Lincoln county health 

department announced a 

drive-thru Pfizer vaccine 

clinic for next Wednesday 

with the follow up visit on 

May 19th.  More details are 

being released later today. 
 

 
State getting federal money 
to develop a Covid testing 
program for state schools News 4/21/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin officials are 

hoping some good can 

come out of the guilty 

verdict for former 

Minneapolis police officer 

Derek Chauvin.  He was 

convicted yesterday of one 



manslaughter and two 

murder charges.  Madison 

Police Chief Shon Barnes 

hopes the verdict means 

the community can heal 

and grow together.  Other 

state officials say the 

decision can become the 

first step toward the 

dismantling of systemic 

racism.  Chief Barnes says, 

“Justice has prevailed,” – 

adding, “This moment 

matters.”  The death of 

George Floyd last May 

started a nationwide 

examination of racism and 

policing in America. 

Some details of the new 

agreement between the 

state of Wisconsin and 

Foxconn Technology Group 

are being released.  If it 

meets all the target goals, 

Foxconn can qualify for 80-

million dollars in tax credits.  

Under the original deal 

reached during the Scott 

Walker administration, the 



electronics giant would 

have received 35-to-50 

times as much.  Governor 

Tony Evers says this is a case 

of “right-sizing” the 

contract.  To qualify for 

fewer tax credits, Foxconn 

has to invest 676-million 

dollars in the project at 

Mount Pleasant and hire 14-

hundred-54 employees 

over the next five years. 

Wisconsin is getting more 

than 175-million dollars from 

the U-S Department of 

Health and Human Services 

to develop a COVID testing 

program for schools.  DHS 

Secretary-designee Karen 

Timberlake said "this funding 

will allow us to implement a 

COVID testing program for 

schools that support the 

safety and well-being of 

teachers, staff members 

and students throughout 

the state."  Timberlake says 

testing has been and will 

continue to be a critical 



part of Wisconsin's COVID 

response. 
 

 
Your flag may be outdated News 4/22/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A bit of Madison was in 

Rhinelander yesterday as 

the legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee visited 

the Hodag Dome for a 

public hearing on the 

upcoming budget.  The 

committee is the first stop in 

the process where 

lawmakers and the 

Governor seldom see eye-

to-eye on where the 

money’s going.  This 

process allows the people 

to share their ideas.  A 

number of topics were 

presented ranging from the 

UW system to water quality 

and the environment, 

mental health, maternity 

leave, school funding and 

more.  Those ideas will be 

considered as the 

committee drafts its own 

version of the budget for 

debate.  State budgets 

typically look very different 



from that proposed by the 

Governor by the time both 

the Senate and Assembly 

get through with it.   

 

Your flag may soon be 

outdated as Congress is 

expected to vote today on 

a measure making 

Washington DC the 51st 

state.  It was tried last year 

but the GOP led bill failed.  

Now, with support of the 

Biden administration, it was 

resurrected.  Republicans 

oppose it partly because it 

could tilt power in the 

Senate to Democrats. 

 

The North Lakeland 

Discovery Center is closing 

in on their fundraising 

target.  The nature facility in 

Manitowish Waters has 

already raised nearly $2.1 of 

its $3-million goal.  The 

Pathway to New 

Discoveries campaign is 

pushing toward $2.4-million, 



when longtime supporter 

Peter Johnson pledged to 

donate the final $600,000.  

The funds will support 

building a new nature 

center at the facility, 

increase residential and 

volunteer opportunities and 

expand their educational 

and ecological services.  

More information’s 

available at 

discoverycenter dot net. 
 
 
 

 
Hodag Heritage Days 
coming to Rhinelander News 4/22/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A review of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation finds the state 

agency is improving, but still 

lacking in some areas.  The 

report from the Legislative 

Audit Bureau finds that the 

W-E-D-C mostly complied 

with state law during the 

last fiscal year.  It 

apparently didn’t always 

award tax credits for wages 

paid as required by law.  

Auditors say it also 



sometimes waited more 

than a year to revoke 

credits for businesses that 

failed to live up to their 

contracts with the state.  In 

the 10 years since the W-E-

D-C was formed, only 

about one-third of 

businesses getting tax credit 

actually created the 

promised number of jobs. 

An executive order from 

Wisconsin’s governor directs 

all state-managed law 

enforcement agencies to 

review and update their 

use of force policies.  

Governor Tony Evers signed 

Executive Order 111 

yesterday.  Evers says 

Wisconsin residents are 

“demanding action and 

meaningful, systemic 

change.”  The executive 

order was issued one day 

after a Minnesota jury 

found former police officer 

Derek Chauvin guilty of two 

murder counts and one 



manslaughter count in the 

death of George Floyd. 

Hodag Heritage Days is the 

latest event from the 

Rhinelander Area Chamber 

of Commerce.  Taking 

place May 17th through the 

22nd, the Chamber this 

morning announced 13 

different activities for the 

week including a 

scavenger hunt, art 

contest, bike tours, Hodag 

themed foods, beverages 

and retail items and much 

more.  Chamber Events 

and Program Coordinator 

Rachel Boehlen said they 

wanted to give people a 

reason to celebrate and 

appreciate each other and 

our heritage.   
 
 

 
Lumber is skyrocketing in 
price News 4/23/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Details are few but the 

Governor’s office yesterday 

announced a $420-million 

Wisconsin Tomorrow Small 

Business Recovery Grant 

program.  Through the 



Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

and Department of 

Revenue, the program will 

make $5000 grants 

available to businesses with 

less than $7 in annual 

revenue.  The program has 

the potential to help more 

than 84,000 small businesses 

affected by COVID-19.  

Details of the new grants 

will not be finalized until 

federal rules are in place for 

the American Rescue Plan 

Act.  Governor Tony Evers 

also vetoed a series of bills 

yesterday passed by 

Republicans legislators that 

would dictate how that 

federal money would be 

spent.   

 

The cost of lumber and 

other raw building materials 

have skyrocketed with no 

end in sight.  Prices have 

more than tripled, pinned 

to the pandemic where 



contractors thought the 

housing industry would be 

adversely impacted.  It 

wasn’t and now the 

demand heavily outweighs 

the supply as lumber mills 

and manufacturing plants 

either cut back or shut 

down due to the virus 

threat.  The cost of a new 

home now has increased 

by more than $24,000.   

 

Last year the promotion 

company that owned Rock 

USA and Country USA in 

Oshkosh went bankrupt, 

leaving many people 

struggling to get refunds for 

tickets.  Now, a new 

promoter, Los Angeles-

based Danny Wimmer 

Presents will take over the 

200 acre site and looks 

forward to bringing new life 

to the venue, including live 

music yet this summer.  

Oshkosh officials welcomed 

the news since the area 



took a big financial hit 

when the concerts were 

cancelled.   
 

 
Office involve shooting in 
Weston this morning  News 4/23/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A man is hospitalized in 

critical condition and a 

woman dead following an 

officer involved shooting in 

Weston early this morning.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Justice reported a call 

came into the dispatch 

center around 3:30 for 

Everest Metro Police from a 

woman needing assistance.  

Officers arriving at the 

apartment heard a female 

screaming and upon 

entering were confronted 

with an armed man.  

Officers discharged their 

weapons and discovered a 

woman on the floor, 

deceased.  No other 

information was available. 

With vegetation drying out 

across the state of 

Wisconsin, low humidity, 

warmer temperatures and 



windy conditions are 

creating a high risk of 

wildfires this weekend.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources is 

warning of the danger in all 

72 counties.  The D-N-R says 

the wildfire risk is very high in 

12 counties – Adams, 

Florence, Langlade, 

Marinette, Marquette, 

Menominee, Oconto, 

Portage, Shawano, 

Waupaca, Waushara and 

Wood.  D-N-R crews have 

responded to 442 wildfires 

so far this season, with 16-

hundred acres burned.  No 

serious injuries have been 

reported. 

The newly elected 

members to the 

Rhinelander School Board 

will take their seats in a 

special meeting Monday 

night.  Ron Counter, David 

Holperin and Benjamin 

Roskoskey will take their 

ceremonial oaths of office.  



Following that will be 

discussion on the district’s 

strategic plan and the 

election of officers.  The 

board president will then 

make committee 

appointments.  The meeting 

is at 5:00 in the Superior 

Diesel Advanced Learning 

Center at the high school. 

Chancellors at the two 

largest UW-system 

campuses in the state don’t 

support President Biden’s 

plan to forgive student 

debt.   
 

 
Winter weather advisory for 
the northern part of the state News 4/26/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A winter weather advisory 

opens the week across the 

north.  Until 10 this morning 

Florence, Forest, Langlade, 

Lincoln, northern Marinette 

and Oconto, Oneida and 

Vilas counties will see a mix 

of precipitation that could 

pile up to an inch in most 

locations, up to 2-inches 

possible in the far northeast.  

Most will be mixed with 

freezing precipitation 



making the morning 

commute a bit messy with 

roads and especially 

bridges and overpasses 

becoming slick and 

hazardous.  Advisories are in 

effect until 10 this morning. 

The Never Forgotten Honor 

Flights provide our veterans 

a free trip to Washington 

DC to view the monuments 

as a tribute to their service.  

COVID-19 has grounded 

those flights and when they 

start up in August, officials 

say vets will be required to 

be vaccinated.  They say 

it’s being done for the 

safety of the vets and all 

participants.  Those who 

either choose not be be 

vaccinated or cannot get 

the shots will be on the 

waiting list until the measure 

is lifted.   

A Rothschild squad car was 

destroyed and a suspect is 

in custody following a 

pursuit yesterday morning.  



Police reported a call just 

before 5am of a person 

looking through a vehicle 

on the 700 block of 

Lawrence Avenue.  About 

to take the suspect into 

custody he jumped into the 

squad and took off.  With 

several area departments 

involved he was finally 

stopped a couple hours 

later but not before 

damaging several 

residents’ property, but 

trashing the car. The 

suspect is in court this 

morning.   
 

 
Johnson and Johnson single 
shot Covid vaccines have 
been restored News 4/26/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The stop of the Johnson & 

Johnson single dose COVID-

19 vaccine was been lifted 

by both the CDC and FDA.  

Health officials paused the 

shots after reports of severe 

blood clots.  UW heath 

officlals say the risks of 

getting a clot are extremely 

low.   

Lincoln County Deputies 

arrested an 18-year old Lac 



du Flambeau man over the 

weekend.  The recreation 

deputy was checking 

fishermen Saturday night at 

the Jersey Dam in the Town 

of Bradley when he 

encountered the man.  A 

check showed a warrant 

charge as he was wanted 

in Oneida County for failure 

to pay a fine.  He was 

turned over to authorities at 

the county line.    

Supporters of Jacob Blake 

Junior are demanding the 

officer who shot him in the 

back be fired.  Kenosha 

Police Officer Rusten 

Sheskey shot Blake seven 

times last August, paralyzing 

him from the waist down.  

Sheskey wasn’t charged 

and he returned from 

administrative leave earlier 

this month.  About 40 

people rallied Sunday, 

blocking the entrance to 

the Public Safety Building.  

Blake has admitted he had 



a knife when Sheskey 

opened fire.  

Nicolet College in 

Rhinelander will have new 

leadership moving into the 

summer.  The Board of 

Trustees announced Kate 

Ferrel will replace the 

retiring Richard Nelson in 

July.  Ferrel has been at 

Nicolet since 2014 and is 

currently executive vice 

president of academic and 

student affairs at the 

college that serves all of 

Oneida, Vilas and Forest 

counties and portions of 

Lincoln, Langlae and Iron.  

It’s one of 16 colleges in the 

Wisconsin Technical 

College system.   

 
 

 
Antigo officials investigate 
alarm at middle school News 4/27/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An alarm at the Antigo 

Middle School brought 

police and the Langlade 

county sheriff’s department 

to investigate.  Shortly after 

6 yesterday morning 

authorities found damage 



and some items missing.  A 

suspect was arrested about 

an hour later at a different 

location.  No other 

information is available at 

this time.   

Updates on a couple 

central Wisconsin stories, 

the man shot by police at a 

Weston apartment building 

is still in critical condition.  

Everest Metro Police 

responded to a 911 call 

early Friday from a woman, 

who was later found 

stabbed to death in the 

apartment.  When police 

entered they were 

confronted by the armed 

man and discharged their 

weapons.  No names have 

been released yet by the 

state department of 

criminal investigation.   

The man accused of 

several break-ins early 

Sunday and wrecked a 

Rothschild squad car is in 



custody.  29-year old 

Jonathon Bishop is held on 

a $25,000 cash bond after 

leading several police 

agencies on a chase 

through the city, only to 

crash and abandon the 

car. 

The Guiding Rural 

Innovation & Development 

or GRID program is 

launching a six week boot 

camp for businesses and 

startups in the food, 

hospitality and retail 

sectors.  The Vilas County 

Economic Development 

Corporation reported the 

virtual program, 

administered by GRID and 

the Mash Up Lab, begins 

tomorrow night with grant 

funding to cover the costs 

for 15 participants and 

includes group sessions, 

unlimited one-on-one 

coaching and mentorship 

from experienced 



professionals and 

entrepreneurs.  More 

information is available on 

the Nicolet College 

website, nicoletcollege dot 

edu.   

 

 
Body of special needs teen 
found in the U.P.  News 4/27/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The body of a special 

needs teen was found 

yesterday in the U.P.  17-

year old Cam Besonen was 

last seen Friday and found 

in the Paulding area 

according to the 

Ontonogon Sheriff’s 

Department.  He was 

autistic and non-verbal and 

his mother said Cam had 

no sense of direction or how 

to yell for help.  She 

thanked law enforcement 

and the hundreds of 

volunteers who helped in 

the search. 
 

After a missed season due 

to the coronavirus 

pandemic, the 

Experimental Aircraft 



Association is anticipating 

big crowds for AirVenture 

this summer.  E-A-A officials 

had been planning to host 

30 percent fewer visitors 

than they saw in 2019, but 

Now, they think the crowds 

will be even bigger than 

two years ago.  The 

AirVenture runs July 

26th through August 1st in 

Oshkosh.  It’s not clear how 

many international visitors 

will show up, but usually 

those numbers are in the 

thousands.  One difference 

– indoor gatherings like the 

Monday night concert 

won’t be offered this time. 

 

There’s a voluntary recall for 

a variety of fully cooked 

meat products from Ken’s 

Highway 45 Meat Market in 

Antigo.  Following a routine 

inspection by the state it 

was found the following 

products were not 

produced under a hazard 



analysis critical control point 

food safety plan.  It includes 

packages of bacon, 

smoked pork chops, bacon 

ends and pieces, smoked 

polish sausage, snack sticks 

and summer sausage.  No 

illnesses have been 

reported but anyone with 

signs of a food borne illness 

should contact their doctor.  

Any of these products can 

be returned to the meat 

market.   
 

 
Stabbing incident early this 
morning in Lac Du Flambeau News 4/28/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A stabbing incident early 

this morning in Lac du 

Flambeau.  Vilas county 

authorities are investigating 

after a person was stabbed 

at a home on Wildcat Lane 

shortly after 2:00.  The victim 

is now hospitalized.  No 

other information was 

available. 

Fire at the Lincoln Wood 

Plant in Merrill yesterday 

morning may have been 

triggered by a lightning 

strike.  An employee at the 



plant on Chippewa Street 

reported the blaze just after 

six am and was credited for 

saving the facility with the 

quick call.  City Firefighters 

quickly controlled the 

flames, containing them to 

the third story.   

Governor Tony Evers 

yesterday signed a bill 

allowing worker’s 

compensation benefits to 

law enforcement officers 

and firefighters diagnosed 

with post-traumatic stress 

disorder, or PTSD.  The new 

law limits the liability for 

treatment and claims to no 

more than 32 weeks after 

the injury is first reported.   

An invasive plant taking 

root in southern parts of the 

state has the DNR asking 

people to watch for it.  The 

lesser celandine or fig 

buttercup is hazardous to 

animals and humans and so 

far has been discovered as 

far north as Madison.  It 



grows mostly in moist forest 

soils and can be found 

along forested riverbanks.  If 

has heart-shaped leaves 

and distinctive yellow 

flowers, similar to a daisy.  

The agency asks to be 

notified if the plant is 

spotted anywhere else. 

Traffic on Bridge Street in 

Wausau will be one lane 

beginning at nine this 

morning.  According to the 

city, work started last year 

to resurfacing bridge 

decking will be completed.  

The project should be 

finished Friday. 
 

 
Gov. Evers to announce the 
spending of federal stimulus 
money News 4/28/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin’s governor 

promises to announce how 

he’s going to spend all of 

the three-point-two-billion 

dollars of federal 

coronavirus relief funding in 

a few weeks.  State law 

gives Governor Tony Evers, 

a Democrat, control over 

the way that money is 

used.  He doesn’t have to 



accept any input from 

Republicans, who control 

the Wisconsin Legislature.  

Bills have been passed 

ordering that the money is 

used to cut property taxes, 

pay for local road projects, 

and on other things – but 

Evers vetoed them.  Evers 

has said talking with 

Republicans about his plans 

for spending the money 

isn’t a “top priority.” 

The Department of 

Homeland Security 

extended the deadline for 

Americans to get a Real I-D 

into 2023, May third to be 

exact.  The previous 

deadline was October 1st.  

Federal officials say it was 

becoming clear many 

people couldn’t meet that 

deadline because the 

coronavirus pandemic 

made it hard for states to 

issue the new licenses.  The 

Real I-D Act was passed 15 

years ago, set up to 



establish minimum security 

standards for all state-issued 

driver’s licenses and I-D 

cards based on a 

recommendation from the 

9-11 Commission.   

The Wisconsin fishing 

opener is this weekend and 

associated businesses are 

looking forward to the 

boost.  With the pandemic 

affecting businesses in 

many different ways, the 

outdoor industry was 

particularly hard hit with 

things like ATV’s, boats and 

campers in short supply 

because of people getting 

out of the house and into 

the outdoors.  Outdoor 

tourism numbers the last 

few years have been 

climbing as well.   
 
 

 
Johnson and Johnson Covid 
vaccine news News 4/29/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Last week the CDC 

recommended the pause 

in the use of the Johnson & 

Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 

be lifted.  It had been linked 



to a rare blood clotting 

disorder but the Food and 

Drug Administration 

determined the risk level is 

very low.  The Oneida 

County Health Department 

along with the Marshfield 

Clinic Health System have 

resumed issuing the single 

dose shots.  As with any of 

the vaccinations, severe 

reactions should be 

reported to your doctor. 

State investigators were 

short on specifics, but 

they’re looking into the 

business practices of the 

199Ride vehicle dealerships.  

They were seen at the 

Appleton and 

Ashwaubenon locations 

Tuesday, along with 

unmarked squad cars.  The 

LaCrosse, Wausau and 

Antigo dealerships are 

already closed.  Earlier 

published reports point to 

numerous lawsuits for 

vehicles sold that shouldn’t 



even have been on the 

road because of their 

misrepresented condition.   

The statewide moratorium 

on utility disconnections 

ended April 15th.  And now, 

more than $21-million in 

federal funding will help 

some 36,000 families 

through the Wisconsin 

Home Energy Assistance 

Program.  Governor Tony 

Evers said it’s been a tough 

year and hopes this will help 

residents pay their utility 

bills.   

While no details of the trip 

were released, Vice 

President Kamala Harris will 

make a stop in Wisconsin 

next week.  She’ll be in 

Milwaukee Tuesday.  It’s not 

unusual for the VP to set out 

and promote the 

president’s agenda, which 

Joe Biden laid out to 

Congress last night.  He 

discussed efforts to end the 

pandemic and gun 



violence as well as racial 

issues and prescription drug 

prices. 

 

 
 

 
Health officials say 
“breakthrough” cases are 
very rare News 4/29/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin public health 

officials say so-called 

“breakthrough cases” are 

very rare.  Those are 

instances where people 

who have been fully 

vaccinated go on to test 

positive for COVID-19.  

Health officials report just 

three one-hundredths-of-a-

percent have had that 

experience.  That’s basically 

one in every three 

thousand.  Wisconsin’s 

number of breakthrough 

cases is said to be about 

four times higher than the 

national rate reported by 

the U-S Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. 

Some Wisconsin school 

districts say almost a full 

year of virtual learning left 

them searching for students 



who just disappeared.  

Information from the state 

reveals there are 27-

thousand fewer students 

enrolled in Wisconsin 

schools now than there 

were last year.  It’s not just 

public schools.  The 

Department of Public 

Instruction says the state’s 

parochial schools are 

reporting about 10-

thousand fewer students in 

class.  The D-P-I says 96-

hundred students are being 

homeschooled, but there 

are still thousands 

unaccounted for.  Social 

workers are handling the 

difficult job of tracking them 

down. 

The Biden administration is 

expected to announce 

plans to ban menthol 

cigarettes.  Public health 

organizations are in favor of 

a ban because data shows 

menthol cigarettes 

disproportionately affect 



the health of racial 

minorities and young 

people, who are more likely 

to smoke them.  However, 

there are some concerns 

about potential unintended 

consequences.  The 

expected ban wouldn't go 

into effect immediately, as 

there would be a 

rulemaking process that 

could take years, and there 

might also be legal  

challenges from the 

tobacco industry.  The 

American Civil Liberties 

Union may also take issue.  
 

 
Covid cases are slowly 
increasing in the state News 4/30/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

COVID-19 cases are slowly 

increasing in Wisconsin.  The 

Department of Health 

reported yesterday state 

researchers identified more 

than 11,00 variant cases.  

That’s over 200 more total 

cases than last week.  63% 

of those were variant 

strains, with the most 

coming from the strain 

circulating in the United 



Kingdom.  The remainder 

were from California and 

Brazil.  Researchers say all of 

these variant strains are 

more easily transmissible 

and spread more rapidly 

than the original strain of 

COVID-19. 

An incident is just coming to 

light from the embattled 

Lincoln Hills facility in Irma 

and has a teen in jail.  

Officials reported an assault 

on a corrections officer 

February 16th when a youth 

was asked to move to a 

different table during 

breakfast.  Surveillance 

video shows the teen hitting 

the man in the face several 

times.  He was taken to the 

hospital in Merrill for 

treatment, unable to see 

out of one eye.  Criminal 

charges have been 

recommended.   

Some conservationists are 

calling Wisconsin’s wolf hunt 



politically-motivated and 

harmful.  A group called 

"Wisconsin’s Green Fire" says 

hunters took too many 

alpha males and bred 

female wolves, and that 

could eliminate pup 

production in 60-percent of 

Wisconsin’s wolf packs.  

Green Fire’s report also 

shows the hunt damaged 

relations with the Ojibwe 

tribes, and exposed a gap 

between regulators at the 

Department of Natural 

Resources and state 

lawmakers.  Hunters in 

Wisconsin killed 218 wolves 

during what turned out to 

be just a three-day season 

in February. 

And multiple reports out of 

Green Bay say Aaron 

Rodgers wants to be 

traded.   

 

  
Gov. Evers and state 
Republicans are at odds News 4/30/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin’s Democratic 

governor and Republican 



over the state budget lawmakers are still at odds 

over the governor’s 91-

billion-dollar state budget 

proposal.  Governor Tony 

Evers says he’s not meeting 

with the lawmakers 

because he’s listening to 

what the people of 

Wisconsin want.  Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says so 

are they.  The G-O-P 

controls the budget-writing 

Joint Finance Committee 

where members are 

expected to remove many 

of the governor’s priorities 

when they meet – possibly 

as soon as next week. 

Nervous residents in Mount 

Pleasant are worried 

they’re going to be stuck 

with a big tax bill if the 

Foxconn deal falls 

completely apart.  The 

governor’s office reported 

a significantly scaled-back 

contract with the Taiwan-

based tech giant last 

week.  Mount Pleasant and 



Racine County have 

already spent 307-million 

dollars on infrastructure and 

buying property to make 

way for what was originally 

planned to be a giant L-C-

D manufacturing plant.  If 

Foxconn doesn’t cover the 

local investment, the state 

of Wisconsin has agreed to 

pay 40-percent of the costs. 

A group of Midwestern 

farmers filed suit against the 

federal government over 

the guidelines for a COVID-

19 stimulus loan forgiveness 

program.  The farmers say 

they aren’t eligible 

because they are white – 

and that violates their 

constitutional rights.  The 

farmers from Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, South Dakota, 

Illinois, and Ohio filed the 

suit in federal court 

yesterday.  One farmer says 

no federal dollars should be 

going anywhere “just based 

on race.”  The plan being 



challenged provides loan 

forgiveness to socially 

disadvantaged farmers and 

ranchers defined in its 

guidelines as Black, 

American Indian, Hispanic, 

or Pacific Islander. 
 

  
Interview Phone 4/19/21 740a 3 min.  

Talked to Matt Thompson the EMS 
Outreach Coordinator about an upcoming 
blood drive 
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Massive fire yesterday in the 
town of Marathon News 5/3/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

More than two dozen fire 

crews battled a massive 

blaze yesterday on Packer 

Drive in the Town of 

Marathon.  Grundman’s Self 

Service Garage was 

destroyed and as crews 

arrived flames jumped the 

road and started a grass 

fire.  Firefighters were on the 

scene more than eight 

hours.  Reports say a trash 



can fire at a nearby home 

was the cause.  A number 

of vehicles and equipment 

were destroyed as well.  No 

one was hurt.   

 

Authorities say a shooting 

Saturday night at Oneida 

Casino in Ashwaubenon 

was a targeted event.  

Three people are dead and 

another in serious condition 

as a man walked into the 

Duck Creek Restaurant 

around 7:30 at the complex 

looking for a specific person 

who wasn’t there.  Officials 

said he then opened fire on 

other employees.  The 

gunman was later killed by 

law enforcement outside.  

The casino and restaurant 

will be closed until further 

notice.     

 

A sure sign of spring is the 

reappearance of bear in 

the North.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 



Department warns residents 

in the Pelican area of one 

animal in the area of Hwy P 

and Riopel Road that’s 

already killed a dog and is 

not afraid of humans.  

Estimates put the size about 

150 pounds.  The DNR warns 

they’re looking for easy 

meals and bird feeders and 

garbage that’s easy to get 

at are often targets.  Be 

particularly wary if there are 

cubs present. 

 

The pleasant weekend 

weather added to the 

success of the state’s fishing 

opener.  Numerous bait & 

tackle and sporting goods 

stores reported brisk 

business.   
 

  
No policy changes in the 
state budget News 5/3/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Republicans who head 

the Wisconsin Legislature’s 

Joint Finance Committee 

say Governor Evers isn’t 

going to be allowed to 

include policy changes in 

the state budget.  State 



Representative Mark Born 

and state Senator Howard 

Marklein say they have 

already cut out pieces of 

the governor’s proposed 

two-year spending plan.  

They call much of it a liberal 

wishing list.  The panel holds 

its first official meeting 

Thursday.  Examples of 

policy changes already 

dumped are a vaping ban, 

a minimum wage increase, 

a ban on no-knock 

warrants, and letting cities 

and counties begin early 

voting even earlier.  

Marklein says those issues 

don’t have anything to do 

with the Wisconsin budget.  

About 300 of the governor’s 

proposals won’t make it into 

the final version. 

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission rejected two 

Republican complaints 

about the finalized results of 

the November vote.  A 

Republican commissioner 



had said Wisconsin’s vote 

totals had been improperly 

certified.  The commission 

disagreed, ruling that its 

director and Governor Tony 

Evers had acted properly 

when they determined 

Democrat Joe Biden won 

the presidential election in 

Wisconsin and all of the 

state’s electoral votes.  At 

least one of the three 

Republicans on the six-

member commission sided 

with the three Democrats to 

find the election results 

weren’t handled 

improperly. 

And finally, Lincoln County 

Deputies assisted a Gleason 

woman last week after she 

called 911 reporting a 

possible intruder.  She left 

the home after hearing 

strange noises in her 

basement.  When deputies 

arrived they also heard the 

noise and investigating, 

discovered a turkey trying 



to gain entry through a 

window.   
 

  
Shooting at casino in Green 
Bay area News 5/4/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A former employee was 

responsible for the shooting 

deaths of two people at 

the Oneida Casino in 

Ashwaubenon.  62-year old 

Bruce Pofahl was the food 

and beverage director at 

the Duck Creek Kitchen 

and Bar at the complex.  

He had been fired and was 

banned from the property.  

Saturday night he went in 

with a 9mm handgun, 

shooting two and wounding 

a third before being killed 

by police.  That third victim 

remains hospitalized in 

serious but stable condition.  

If you haven’t noticed, 

gasoline prices jumped 

quite a bit since yesterday, 

averaging nearly 12-cents a 

gallon to $2.99.  There are 

several reasons.  Loosening 

the COVID restrictions 

increased demand, limited 

oil exports, refinery 



maintenance and 

changeover to summer 

blends and the limits 

placed on domestic oil 

production by the 

Biden/Harris administration.  

The price of gas has gone 

up over 75-cents a gallon 

since the November 

election.  Experts expected 

this to happen but not this 

soon. 

Three northwoods 

communities have been 

accepted into the state’s 

downtown revitalization 

program.  Rhinelander, 

Three Lakes and Wabeno 

are all part of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation’s, connect 

communities program, an 

initiative that works with 

communities to advance 

downtown and urban 

corridor revitalization efforts.  

The project provides access 

to resources and training 

with assistance in 



redevelopment covering a 

number of different areas.   

The Oneida County health 

department has a number 

of vaccine appointments 

open this week.  On 

Thursday the Johnson & 

Johnson shots will be 

available and Moderna on 

Friday and Saturday.  

Appointments can be 

scheduled on the health 

department’s website.   
 

  
Two Wisconsin men to face 
charges of entering capitol 
building in DC News 5/4/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Two Wisconsin men have 

been released pending a 

virtual hearing in federal 

court next week.  Brandon 

Nelson of Madison and 

Abram Markofski of La 

Crosse appeared in-person 

yesterday in the federal 

courtroom in Madison.  

Nelson and Markofski face 

four federal charges for 

entering the Capitol 

Building in Washington, D-C 

on January 6th.  Federal 

prosecutors say they have 

found a photo that shows 



the two were present.  

Nelson told investigators 

Capitol police officers were 

guiding people inside, 

though Markofski didn’t 

confirm that version when 

he was interviewed. 

In Wausau, the South Area 

Fire and Emergency 

Response District made 

some history Saturday by 

fighting its first-ever five-

alarm fire.  Firefighters say 

they used 225-thousand 

gallons of water to put the 

flames out at Grundmans 

self serve garage in 

Marathon.  The problem 

started Saturday afternoon 

and windy conditions 

helped spread the flames 

quickly.  Six buildings and 

multiple vehicles were 

destroyed.  More than 150 

firefighters were called to 

the scene and they worked 

for around eight hours.  The 

cause of the fire is under 

investigation. 



The Mid-America Business 

Conditions report for April 

shows an economy in 

Wisconsin and eight other 

Midwest and Plains states 

coming back to life as the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

eases.  The monthly survey 

by Creighton University 

economist Ernie Goss puts 

the region’s overall index at 

its highest reading in almost 

three decades.  More than 

half of the 106-thousand 

manufacturing jobs that 

were lost during the 

pandemic have been 

regained.  April’s index was 

73-point-nine.  Any score 

above 50 suggests growth, 

while scores below 50 

suggest recession. 
 

  
North Central Wis sees an 
uptick in Covid cases News 5/5/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 While vaccination numbers 

increase and the overall 

state number of positive 

COVID-19 cases have 

plateaued, north central 

Wisconsin has experienced 

and uptick.  The latest 



Department of Health 

Services data released 

yesterday finds while 

hospitalizations and ICU 

visits are manageable, the 

overall numbers of positive 

cases increased 62% with 

more than 1000 new cases 

per day since mid-April.  

Eleven fatalities were 

reported across the region 

Tuesday.  The biggest 

contributor according to 

doctors is the B117 variant, 

originating in the United 

Kingdom.  It’s been found 

to be 64% more deadly 

than the previous strain 

spreading through the 

area.  The DHS reported 

Wisconsin surpassed 600,000 

cases since the start of the 

pandemic with officials 

calling it a “grim milestone”.   

A large section of central 

Wisconsin is under a frost 

advisory today and 

forecasters say much of the 



state can expect another 

one tonight.  Temperatures 

early this morning were 

already at or below 

freezing, enough to harm or 

kill sensitive plants and 

vegetation.  These 

advisories run to nine this 

morning.   

The deadline for Wisconsin 

taxpayers is coming up in 

two weeks.  The lingering 

effects of the coronavirus 

pandemic led officials to 

extend the deadline by a 

month, but – like always – 

paying taxes is inevitable. 

 The Wisconsin Department 

of Revenue is reminding 

people that this year’s tax 

day is May 17th.  About 

two-and-a-half-million 

people have already filed 

their taxes, so they won’t be 

affected.  Wisconsin is 

home to about three-million 

taxpayers.  The state is 

encouraging people to file 



online and that’s a job that 

can be done at the 

Department of Revenue’s 

e-file website. 

 

 

  
Vice President Harris visits 
the state yesterday News 5/5/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The first visit to Wisconsin 

since she took office 

brought Vice President 

Kamala Harris to the clean 

energy laboratories at U-W-

Milwaukee yesterday.  She 

also took part in a 

roundtable discussion of 

investment in research and 

development as a part of 

the president’s two-point-

three-trillion dollar 

infrastructure plan.  Harris 

was joined by U-S Senator 

Tamy Baldwin, 

Congresswoman Gwen 

Moore, university and 

business leaders, 

researchers, teachers, and 

others.  Republicans 

responded saying Harris 

would have spent her time 



better by going to the U-S 

border with Mexico and 

dealing with the rapidly-

expanding numbers of 

immigrations crossing there. 

A disabled Wisconsin 

lawmaker told Republican 

Assembly leaders he wants 

to participate in floor 

sessions remotely.  State 

Representative Jimmy 

Anderson, a quadriplegic, 

threatened to take legal 

action if he is turned 

down.   Anderson sent a 

letter to Republican 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos and Democratic 

Assembly Minority Leader 

Gordon Hintz saying his 

disability prevents him from 

being in the chamber for 

every vote.  During the 

coronavirus pandemic last 

year, Republicans changed 

the rules to let Anderson 

phone in to committee 

meetings. 

The Wisconsin Supreme 



Court ruled against a man 

who argued his Second 

Amendment rights 

outweighed a state law 

barring people from using a 

gun while intoxicated.  The 

court upheld Mitchell 

Christen’s conviction 

yesterday.  His attorney 

argued the state law was 

unconstitutional as applied 

to his case.  On a six-to-one 

vote, the high court upheld 

a state appeals court ruling 

rejecting his constitutional 

claim.  Justice Rebecca 

Bradley was the lone vote.  

She said the courts’ rulings 

erode a fundamental 

freedom. 
 

  
A Milwaukee man is in the 
Forest Co. jail on drug 
charges News 5/6/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Milwaukee man is in the 

Forest County Jail, arrested 

last month at a Crandon 

hotel with nearly two 

pounds of crack and 

powder cocaine, firearm, 

marijuana and drug 

paraphernalia.  48-year old 

Lagene McGhee was in 



federal court Tuesday and 

indicted for possession with 

intent to deliver, possession 

of a firearm in furtherance 

of a drug trafficking offense 

and a felon possessing a 

firearm.  He’ll remain jailed 

until released to the US 

Marshal’s office.   

Republicans controlling the 

Joint Finance Committee 

already tossed a number of 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers’ plans in the state 

budget.  The two sides 

meet again today.  But a 

group in Merrill wants the 

GOP to continue support 

for Badgercare Expansion 

that would take in some 

$1.6-billion in Medicaid 

funding.  Lincoln County 

Board Supervisor Elizabeth 

McCrank said the money is 

actually an economic 

stimulus package for rural 

areas and small 

communities and the most 

effective use of taxpayer 



dollars.  

Governor Evers was joined 

by other lawmakers, tribal 

members and families as he 

signed a proclamation to 

draw awareness to missing 

and murdered indigenous 

women.  A 2018 report from 

the Urban Indian Health 

Institute shows at least six 

unsolved cases in 

Wisconsin.  Marches were 

held across the state and 

the nation to bring more 

attention to the problem.   

Low and moderate income 

families may begin seeing 

child tax credit checks from 

the IRS beginning this 

summer.  Depending on the 

age of their children, the 

program provides up to 

$3600 per child under age 6 

and $3000 per child from 6-

to-17.  Monthly payments 

will begin in July and run 

through December.   
 

  
Case against former News 5/7/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30  Two years ago former 



Rhinelander City 
Administrator dropped 

Rhinelander City 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

was charged with 

misconduct in office for 

allegedly tampering with 

public records.  Court 

documents showed 

investigators believed Guild 

did tamper with emails 

released to reporters and 

did not provide complete 

email documents to police 

when requested as part of 

the investigation.  He was 

fired.  In February the 

tampering charges were 

dismissed.  Yesterday the 

misconduct charge was 

dropped, effectively 

ending the case.   

The northern region of the 

state is still experiencing 

COVID-19 cases, with 

variants now the 

predominant strain.  

Neighboring states are also 

seeing re-infections and 

increases in numbers.  To 



that end, more than 30 

health officials representing 

110 hospitals statewide are 

encouraging all eligible 

Wisconsin residents to get 

vaccinated.   They’ve been 

joined by the Joint northern 

region local and Tribal 

public health departments, 

covering all counties from 

Bayfield down to Wood.  

The agencies are working 

together to inform, educate 

and protect everyone in 

our communities from the 

virus and recommend 

masks, social distancing, 

hand washing and 

avoiding large gatherings 

as continued safety 

measures.   

Outdoor recreation is 

growing as off-road trail 

systems across the area are 

open for use.  ATV/UTV trails 

in Forest, Lincoln, Langlade 

and Vilas counties have 

been in operation as well as 

Price county with the 



exception of the 

Georgetown Trail and 

Flambeau River State Forest 

Trail, which open next 

weekend.  In Oneida 

County the ATV/UTV trails 

and Enterprise 

Campground will open at 

8:00 this morning.  Riders are 

reminded trails are in early 

season condition and 

caution is advised.   
 

  
Mental health center in 
Madison to expand News 5/7/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Members of the 

Legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee voted to 

expand a mental health 

center in Madison.  

Governor Tony Evers 

proposed borrowing up to 

66-million dollars to build a 

new unit at the Mendota 

Juvenile Treatment Center. 

 The move would help 

reduce the number of 

inmates in the Lincoln Hills 

School for Boys and Copper 

Lake School for Girls in 

Lincoln County.  Wisconsin 

Department of Health 



Services head Karen 

Timberlake says the vote is 

“an important first step” 

toward closing the facilities 

in Irma and reforming the 

state’s juvenile justice 

system.  In 2017 the state 

and department of 

corrections put steps in 

place to close the youth 

prisons.  The center is a 

secure facility providing in-

patient mental health 

services to teen boys whose 

highly disruptive behavior 

and failure to respond to 

standard treatment from 

the juvenile corrections 

system, namely Lincoln Hills.  

The expansion will also all 

girls to be treated.  State 

Senator Mary Felzkowski 

who represents the district 

where the facilities are 

located said it’s not only 

saving taxpayer money but 

giving youth a better 

chance at life. 



Last fall about 300 workers 

went back to the Park Falls 

paper mill after being off 

the job nearly three years.  

But the work was short-lived 

as the mill is shutting down 

again.  But it may not be for 

long as a local group is 

looking to buy it and it’s a 

unique arrangement.  The 

Park Falls Mill cooperative 

includes not only investors 

but suppliers, contractors 

and employees.  While 

there’s no timetable, the 

group wants to avoid 

another costly closing.   

 

  
Motorcycle crash claims the 
life of the driver News 5/10/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A motorcycle crash 

claimed the life of the 

operator Saturday night.  

The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s department 

reported a head on 

collision with a pickup on 

Hwy 153, just west of 

County Y near 

Kronenwetter about 9pm.  

The victim was airlifted from 



the scene but died at the 

hospital.  The truck driver 

sustained minor injuries and 

a passenger was unhurt.  

Names were not yet 

available.   

The Oneida County Health 

Department is offering a 

pop up COVID-19 

vaccination clinic tomorrow 

at the Rouman Cinema 

complex in Rhinelander.  

Moderna and Johnson & 

Johnson does will be 

available to anyone over 

18 from 11:30 to 1:30.  

Rouman Cinema is on 

Lincoln Street and will 

provide free popcorn to 

anyone getting the shot.  

No appointments are 

necessary.   

Meanwhile, the CDC 

reports nearly 10% of 

people have missed getting 

their second COVID shots 

and health officials say with 

the new variants, getting 



that second dose is more 

important.  They say the full 

dose is key to your body 

fighting off the virus.  The 

first shot primes the immune 

system while the second 

helps create the necessary 

antibodies according to 

doctors.  Missing those 

second shots can be 

dangerous, they say. 

The legislature’s Joint 

Finance committee 

resumes work on the state 

budget this week after 

cutting 380 of Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers’ 

proposals.  The committee 

is dominated by 

Republicans who’ve cut 

expansions to Badgercare, 

legalizing marijuana and 

increases in education 

spending.  Evers is calling 

on Wisconsinites to contact 

their lawmakers and push 

for those and many other 

items to be reintroduced 



into the budget.   

 

 

 

  
Nurses speak out on the 
Covid pandemic News 5/10/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin nurses say they 

have to be advocates for 

patients, but they’ve 

learned during the 

coronavirus pandemic they 

have to advocate for 

themselves, too.  Nurses 

held a “Speak Out” event 

at the state Capitol 

Saturday, calling for a seat 

at the negotiations table.  

U-W Health nurses had their 

union disbanded 10 years 

ago.  At the Saturday 

event, they pointed to the 

need for adequate 

personal protective 

equipment and proper 

staffing levels.  As the 

pandemic winds down, 

some say they are suffering 

from P-T-S-D and don’t feel 

like they are supported by 



the public. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction is 

looking for teachers.  The D-

P-I is running a series of 

public service 

announcements trying to 

inspire people to become 

teachers.  Schools in the 

state are experiencing 

significant shortages.  The 

messages encourage 

retired teachers to come 

back as substitutes and 

suggesting people 

considering a career 

change should become 

educators.  The state 

agency wants to find 

people who are creative 

and adaptive.  The teacher 

shortage is statewide. 

No aliens – lights seen 

streaking across the sky in 

the north over the weekend 

were satellites.  The Space-X 

Starlink satellites were 

launched last week to 

provide global internet 



service.  The calls started 

coming in the media 

newsrooms and police 

dispatchers about 9:45.  

Eventually, the Starlink 

satellites will cover the 

Earth, making broadband 

service accessible 

anywhere.  The 60 satellites 

spotted are part of a much-

bigger project that will put 

about 25-hundred satellites 

in orbit eventually.  

Astronomers don’t like them 

because they interfere with 

telescope observations and 

effectively “photo-bomb” 

time-lapse pictures of outer 

space. 
 

  
Court appearance set for 
Rhinelander woman accused 
of sex crimes with a teen.  News 5/11/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A court appearance is 

scheduled for tomorrow for 

37-year old Stacy Melby of 

Rhinelander.  She faces 

several charges relating to 

a sexual relationship with 

teen including using a 

computer to facilitate a 

child sex crime, second 

degree child sexual assault, 



contributing to the 

delinquency of a child and 

three counts of intentionally 

contributing to the 

delinquency of children.  

Several teen allege 

drinking, smoking marijuana 

and sex at Melby’s home.  

She’s free on a $10,000 

cash bond. 

The Rhinelander 

Community Foundation 

awarded over $21,000 to 11 

organizations.  The RCF 

funds these organizations 

based on community need, 

population scope, visibility, 

community impact and 

financial management.  

Projects included 

everything holiday lights to 

sports gear.  Receiving 

grants were the 

Northwoods Garden, 

Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry, Lights of the 

Northwoods, Rhinelander 

District Library, Personal 

Essentials Pantry, Northern 



Alliance for mental illness, 

Rhinelander Police, Hodag 

Soccer Club, Girl Scouts, 

YMCA and Habitat for 

humanity.  Grants ranged 

from $1000 to $4300. 

Two central Wisconsin 

schools districts will keep 

their mask mandates in 

place for the remainder of 

the school year.  The 

Wausau and Wisconsin 

Rapids school boards 

approved the mandates for 

the next two weeks of in 

person classes.  Masks will 

be optional for summer 

school, sports and other 

outdoor activities.  

Decisions have not been 

made regarding the 

coming school year.  The 

Rhinelander School board 

will look at the issue later 

this summer.   

We’ve all seen where gas 

prices have been going but 

experts says the pipeline 

shutdown after a 



cybersecurity hack 

shouldn’t affect costs here.  

Several other factors will, 

however.   
 

  
Members of the state senate 
vote today on five partisan 
bills News 5/11/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Members of the Wisconsin 

Senate are scheduled to 

vote today (Tuesday) on 

five bipartisan bills 

concerning police reforms.  

This is the first time state 

lawmakers have voted on 

policing changes since 

George Floyd was killed in 

Minnesota last year.  The 

bills include a ban on the 

use of chokeholds and a 

requirement that police 

and fire commissions in 

Madison and Milwaukee 

add union representatives.  

Another measure would 

require police to post use-

of-force policies online – 

and the Wisconsin 

Department of Justice 

would publish an annual 

report on use-of-force 

incidents by all police 

departments. 



Forty-five attorneys general 

have signed a letter to 

Congress asking the federal 

government to fund 

antitrust enforcement 

efforts by the state.  

Wisconsin Attorney General 

Josh Kaul is one of those 

signing Monday’s letter.  It 

says market concentration 

harms consumers, farmers, 

entrepreneurs, and others, 

adding robust antitrust 

enforcement is “crucial to 

the working of a fair 

economy.”  Forty-eight 

attorneys general filed a 

lawsuit against Facebook 

last year for creating an 

anti-competitive product. 

Republican leaders of the 

Wisconsin Legislature are 

expected to appeal a 

decision by a Dane County 

Circuit Judge that was 

handed down Monday.  

Judge Stephen Ehlke 

refused to put his April ruling 

on hold.  Ehlke determined 



that the lawmakers illegally 

hired private taxpayer-

funded attorneys to 

represent them in a case.  

The lawmakers wanted the 

judge to put his ruling on 

hold so their contracts with 

those attorneys wouldn’t 

automatically be voided.  

Legislative leaders hired the 

attorneys for anticipated 

legal challenges over 

redistricting efforts. 
 

  
Some state counties to allow 
families to apply for child 
care grants News 5/12/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Lincoln, Langlade and 

Taylor county families are 

eligible to apply for grants 

to assist paying childcare 

costs.  $150,000 will be 

dispersed by Childcaring 

through the Good Start 

Grant to 42 children.  To 

qualify, a family of four must 

make under $79,500 per 

year.   

The state Assembly passed 

a Republican-backed 

measure, increasing to 

three times the federal 

poverty level, vouchers 



used by families sending 

their kids to private schools.  

Since the pandemic, 

private school enrollment 

has risen, prompting public 

schools to limit in-person 

classes.  The teachers union, 

public school 

administrators, school 

boards and rural schools 

don’t like it.  The measure 

would loosen income 

cutoffs for the statewide 

voucher program.   

The Crandon Off-Road 

International Raceway is 

the site of the Forest County 

Festival over the July 4th 

holiday weekend.  

Supported by the 

Potawatomi community the 

event, now in its fourth year, 

includes free carnival rides, 

a spectacular fireworks 

display an just announced, 

a concert by country stars 

Diamond Rio on July 3rd.  

Tickets are available online 

at crandonoffroad dot 



com. 

Both the Milwaukee Bucks 

and Brewers will be 

increasing fan capacity for 

their games to 50%.  The 

Brewers, now playing to 

only a quarter of the seats 

at American Family Field will 

open things up beginning 

Saturday when they take 

on Atlanta.  The team will 

release more details about 

single game ticket 

availability soon.  The Bucks, 

meanwhile will increase 

attendance for the NBA 

Playoffs at Fiserv Forum.  

Limited single-game tickets 

for Bucks playoff games will 

go on sale Friday at noon 

with some restrictions.   

 
 

  
The state is getting 700 
million dollars less than 
expected  for Covid relief.    News 5/12/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Assembly 

approved a resolution 

calling for a constitutional 

convention.  The 

convention would impose 

fiscal restraints on the 



federal government, limit its 

powers, and impose term 

limits.  Republicans backed 

and voted for the resolution 

yesterday, while Democrats 

are opposed.  The 

Legislature approved a 

more limited resolution four 

years ago.  That time they 

were calling for a 

convention for a balanced 

budget amendment.  

Opponents of the idea say 

a constitutional convention 

could go out of control. 

Wisconsin is getting 700-

million dollars less than 

expected in coronavirus 

relief money from the 

federal government.  The 

state was also that money 

in two payments a year 

apart.  Governor Tony Evers 

and U-S Senator Tammy 

Baldwin asked U-S Treasury 

Secretary Janet Yellen to 

reconsider splitting the 

payments and making 

Wisconsin wait a year.  They 



call that problematic, 

saying it will hurt Wisconsin’s 

ability to quickly help those 

suffering most from the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  The 

Congressional Research 

Office estimated Wisconsin 

would get three-point-two-

billion dollars, but Monday’s 

estimate is two-and-a-half 

billion. 

Antigo police consulted 

with D-N-R wardens before 

euthanizing an injured bear 

yesterday morning.  The call 

came in at about 9:15.  

Officers say injuries to its 

hind legs made it difficult 

for the bear to move and 

was put down to end its 

“pain and suffering.”  

Residents in the area are 

being told not to put their 

bird feeders out yet 

because it isn’t known if this 

bear is the same one that 

was seen there recently.  

The bear carcass was 

donated to the Raptor 



Education Group based in 

Antigo. 
 

  
Beginning today kids 12-15 
can get Covid vaccines News 5/13/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Beginning today, kids 12-15 

years old can get the Pfizer 

COVID vaccine.  The 

Department of Health 

Services announced 

yesterday this is the only 

dose available for this age 

group.  Parents and 

guardians can schedule 

vaccinations a number of 

ways, through their health 

care provider, community 

clinics, health departments 

or pharmacies.   

Yesterday we told you the 

federal government was 

sending Wisconsin $2.5-

billion is stimulus funding.  

That’s $700-million less than 

Governor Tony Evers was 

expecting and he said it’s 

going to hurt the state’s 

response to the pandemic.  

He still plans to spend about 

$620-million for small 

business, children’s mental 

health and tourism but 



broadband expansion will 

have to wait.   

The pandemic has 

increased drug abuse 

among Native Americans in 

the state.  That was 

message from Lac du 

Flambeau Tribal President 

John Johnson, Sr yesterday.  

Addressing the Assembly at 

the annual State of the 

Tribes address in Madison, 

Johnson said the flow of 

illegal drugs into the 

Northwoods is increasing as 

mental health, economic 

and social challenges put 

more pressure on tribal 

members.  He also said his 

people continue to face 

harassment and racism as 

they defend their off 

reservation treaty rights.   

The DHS reported yesterday 

Oneida County is the first in 

the north central region to 

have over 50% of residents 

getting vaccinated.  Iron 

and Vilas counties could be 



there by the end of the 

week.  As a whole the 

region has about a 40% 

vaccination rate.  Dane 

County leads the way with 

61.6% of its population 

dosed while Taylor County is 

worst at about 25%.   
 
 

 
A Wisconsin man gets prison 
sentence in Michigan for 
meth possession News 5/13/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Voters will disabilities are 

telling Wisconsin lawmakers 

they should reconsider two 

bills passed in the Senate.  

They say the changes to 

election laws put people 

with disabilities at a 

disadvantage.  The first 

would prohibit any non-

family members or legal 

guardians from returning a 

completed absentee ballot 

for another person.  The 

second would stop election 

officials from filling out 

missing voter information or 

making corrections to 

absentee ballot 

certificates.  Both measures 

still have to make it through 



the Assembly but governor 

tony evers is expected to 

veto them. 

A Wisconsin man is 

sentenced to prison in 

Michigan for possessing 

meth with intent to deliver.  

Joshua Alan Perren of 

Onalaska was sentenced 

Tuesday in Gogebic County 

Circuit Court as a habitual 

offender.  He will serve 

between 12 and 30 years.  

Perren will get credit for 267 

days he’s already served.   

Rhinelander’s Casa 

Mexicana restaurant will be 

closing tomorrow.  But it’s 

for renovations and 

expansion.  Among the 

work taking place, a larger 

bar area, more parking, 

more seating and room for 

larger gatherings for 

community events and 

meetings.  They’ll reopen 

June 20th but the bulk of the 

work isn’t expected to be 

finished until August.   



Paper Excellence, a 

Canadian company 

bought two central 

Wisconsin paper mills for an 

estimated two-point-eight-

billion dollars.  A total of 740 

people work at Domtar 

paper mills in Rothschild 

and Nekoosa.  Officials say 

Domtar will retain its name, 

and employees and the 

current management team 

will remain in place.  The 

deal is expected to be 

finalized in the next four-to-

eight months.   
 

 
Businesses having a hard 
time finding workers News 5/14/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

After Wisconsin wolf hunters 

took nearly 100 more 

animals than the quota 

allowed, the DNR is looking 

at changing things.  

February’s hunt took 218 

wolves, giving activists 

ammunition to condemn 

the practice.  Now the DNR 

is considering regulations 

prohibiting night hunting 

and shortening the time for 

registrations.  This year’s 



hunt lasted only three days.  

A hearing on the proposals 

is set for the 26th.   

Businesses both large and 

small, mostly restaurants 

and retail operations are 

having a hard time finding 

workers.  Supporters of 

raising the minimum wage 

immediately respond saying 

they don’t offer enough 

pay to make a living.  Critics 

charge small business 

cannot absorb the costs 

and may cut offering 

insurance or raising prices 

to consumers to cover the 

increases.  Local businesses 

say the big box stores can 

afford putting in self-

checkouts and other 

methods of automation to 

control wages.  They can’t 

and have already cut back 

on hours or days open, or 

have closed entirely.  

McDonald’s will pay 

workers $15 an hour at their 

company stores by 2024.  



Amazon is adding more 

than 75,000 employees and 

starting them at $17 an 

hour.  Restaurants are 

especially hard hit with 

increases in operating costs.   

The Oneida County 

Humane Society is on the 

receiving end of a $10,000 

grant from Petco Love.  

Formerly the Petco 

Foundation, the group is a 

nonprofit drawing 

communities and pet 

families closer.  Since 1999 

they’ve invested over $300-

million in adoption and 

other lifesaving efforts.  The 

funds will help the society’s 

work in helping homeless 

pets through sheltering, 

care and adoption.   
 

 
The DNR is warning state 
residents about persistent 
drought conditions News 5/14/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The DNR is warning residents 

about the dangers of 

persistent drought 

conditions in most of the 

state.  A half-dozen wildfires 

were reported yesterday in 

northern and central parts 



of Wisconsin.  People are 

asked to avoid burning and 

burn permits have been 

suspended in many 

counties.  About one-third 

of Wisconsin is in 

“abnormally dry” or 

“moderate drought” 

conditions according to a 

map released by Drought 

Monitor Thursday.  

A former teacher in the D-C 

Everest Area School District 

admitted to “upskirting.”  

Thirty-nine-year-old Travis 

Greil had been accused of 

using an iPad to make 

videos and take photos 

under students’ clothing.  

He entered a guilty plea 

yesterday to a federal 

charge of producing child 

pornography.  The district 

began investigating Greil 

when a student reported to 

the school liaison officer she 

believed he had filmed up 

her skirt while she was 

standing near his desk last 



year.  He’ll be sentenced in 

August. 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

found an area where he 

can agree with Democratic 

President Joe Biden.  The 

Wisconsin Republican 

joined 43 other members of 

his party in signing a letter 

calling for Biden to back 

Israel in the conflict with 

Palestinians that has left 

many dead.  Progressives 

and humanitarian 

organizations have been 

outraged by the hostilities.  

Rockets and bombs have 

killed civilians on both sides 

of the conflict – including 

children who died in an 

Israeli airstrike on Gaza.  

Wisconsin Congressman 

Mark Pocan, a Democrat, 

takes the other side, 

tweeting:  “We can’t allow 

the forced displacement of 

Palestinians who have lived 

in Sheikh Jarrah for 

generations.” 



 
 

 
Shooting in Wausau over the 
weekend  News 5/17/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

One man is hospitalized in 

critical condition and 

another is in custody 

following a shooting in 

Wausau Saturday morning.  

45-year old Michael Turner 

was arrested without 

incident, charged with 

attempted first degree 

intentional homicide and a 

felon in possession of a 

firearm.  Turner allegedly 

drove up to a parked car 

on the city’s west side and 

shot the man several times.  

The incident occurred just 

before 9am on the 1000 

block of south 5th Avenue.  

Turner was picked up after 

a traffic stop in Marquette 

County.  He’s expected in 

court today. 

Work to demolish the 

Wausau Center Mall begins 

today.  What was once the 

hub of activity and 

commerce downtown has 



been in steady decline the 

last several years.  It 

opened in 1983.  Fencing 

will be going up today and 

demolition scheduled to 

begin Wednesday.  The 

process is expected to take 

about 2-1/2 months.  The 

work is also taking place 

from 7:30pm to midnight to 

avoid disrupting business 

downtown.  The city 

created the website, 

downtownrefresh dot com 

to keep the public up to 

date with the project and 

what’s coming up.   

Despite some passing 

showers Saturday morning, 

the fire danger across the 

north remains high.  The 

DNR reported 50 wildfires 

over the last in the state 

with burning permits 

suspended across 36 

counties.  The agency urges 

people in outdoor activities 

to be aware of what the 



restrictions are.  Much 

above normal 

temperatures and the 

return of the wind is in the 

forecast for the beginning 

of the week with showers 

moving in by Wednesday. 

 

 
State Republicans are 
joining a multi state lawsuit 
over Covid Relief money News 5/17/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin Republicans are 

joining a multi-state lawsuit 

over the use of federal 

COVID-19 relief funds.  A 

group of attorneys general 

filed the lawsuit in March.  It 

asks a federal court to rule 

the money can be used to 

pay for tax cuts.  

Republican legislative 

leaders passed a resolution 

last month directing 

Democratic Attorney 

General Josh Kaul to join 

that suit, but he refused.  A 

legislative committee voted 

last week to join the lawsuit 

and divide the legal costs 

between the Assembly and 

Senate. 

Wisconsin’s seven-day 



average of residents being 

fully vaccinated for COVID-

19 continues to drop.  The 

Department of Health 

Services reported over the 

weekend that number 

dropped below 20,000 for 

the second day, despite 

adding kids 12 and up 

being added to the list.  The 

last time there were 

consecutive days dropping 

below that number was in 

late March.  Health officials 

say over 45% of state 

residents have at least one 

dose of the shots while over 

39% or nearly 2.3-million 

people have completed 

the routine.  Just under 

13,000 kids have been 

vaccinated. 

Over a quarter-million 

dollars in scholarships were 

award to graduating 

Rhinelander High School 

yesterday.  76 seniors were 

awarded 189 scholarships 

during the socially 



distanced ceremony from 

the Rhinelander Area 

Scholarship Foundation.  

More than 100 local donors 

contributed funds to help 

with financial aid to 

students planning higher 

education beyond high 

school.  Since 1991 the 

Foundation awarded over 

$387,000 to 490 graduates, 

many of whom may not get 

scholarship support from 

other sources.  Fundraising is 

the primary source for these 

additional funds.   
 

 
More than 50 Chambers Of 
Commerce across the state 
are urging Gov. Evers to 
stop paying extra 
unemployment benefits News 5/18/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The popularity of all terrain 

vehicles has taken off 

during the pandemic and 

with many communities 

now allowing them to share 

the roads with traffic.  But 

with that comes word from 

the DNR of increased 

accidents and fatalities.  

There’ve been a dozen so 

far this year, twice as many 

as at this time last year.   

Alcohol, speed and 



inexperience are the main 

contributors according to 

officials.  This year’s total 

also had a majority of 

operators not wearing 

helmets or seatbelts.  

Recreation officers also 

point to the fact half of the 

fatalities were not safety 

certified.   

More than 50 Chambers of 

Commerce across 

Wisconsin are urging 

Governor Tony Evers and 

state lawmakers to stop 

paying extra 

unemployment benefits.  

The organizations maintain 

that $300 a week keeps 

people from working.  In a 

letter to officials the 

chambers said the 

payments have businesses 

competing against the 

government benefits that 

give people an incentive to 

stay home.  They argue 

puling those benefits will 



encourage more people to 

get back into the workforce 

and curb the labor 

shortage their member 

businesses are 

experiencing, especially in 

the service industries.   

Organizers with the Hodag 

Country Festival in 

Rhinelander this summer are 

urging people to review the 

new guidelines for the chair 

line.  The annual ritual has 

people by the thousands 

placing their lawn chairs in 

the field for the 

performances.  The 

changes were made in 

accordance with new 

guidelines surrounding the 

pandemic and there’s a 

June 21st deadline to get 

signed up.   

 

 
State lawmakers to meet to 
discuss expanding grant 
programs to help the 
homeless News 5/18/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Wisconsin Department of 

Justice administrator says 

she is paid less and treated 

poorly just because she is a 



Black woman.  Tina Virgil 

filed a complaint with the U-

S Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission 

last month.  The Division of 

Law Enforcement Services 

administrator says she is the 

second-lowest paid person 

at that level in the state 

agency and her salary is 

less than her white 

predecessor was.  Virgil says 

she’s also had to deal with 

a hostile work environment.  

The department says her 

salary is the sixth-highest out 

of 10 at her level and the 

evidence doesn’t support 

the claims. 

The Wisconsin Legislature’s 

Joint Finance Committee 

meets Thursday to discuss 

expanding grant programs 

to help the homeless.  More 

than 12-million dollars would 

be added to the 

Department of 

Administration’s Shelter for 

Homeless and Housing 



Grants program in the two-

year state budget.  About 

10-million would pay for 

housing and services for the 

homeless – distributed by 

local governments and 

organizations.  It’s 

estimated the additional 

money would be enough to 

help another 16-thousand-

500 people in Wisconsin. 

The Ascension Wisconsin 

Spirit Medical Transport 

awards their annual Spirit 

Award on Thursday and it 

goes to the 

telecommunicators of the 

Oneida County sheriff’s 

office.  The award 

recognizes an individual or 

crew from the emergency 

medicals services 

community for the 

exceptional and 

compassionate car they 

provide to patients daily.  

The goal is to honor 

excellence and exemplify 

what it means to be an EMS 



professional.  The Spirit 

Award was created to 

honor the three fallen Spirit 

2 crew members, killed in a 

crash in 2018.   
 

 
An effort to sell Townline 
Park west of Rhinelander is 
over News 5/19/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An effort to sell Town Line 

Lake Park just west of 

Rhinelander is over.  The 

Oneida County Forestry, 

Land and Recreation 

Committee recommended 

selling it to help fund the 

purchase of another 

property.  A citizens group 

banded together 

circulating petitions and 

providing information about 

the history and the need to 

preserve the park.  They’ve 

already been working to 

clean up the land, which 

has been largely ignored by 

the county for years.  The 

county board unanimously 

voted down the resolution 

to sell.  Plans now call for a 

fishing pier, walking and 

biking trails and picnic area 

among other 



improvements.   

Applications will be 

available next month for 

$100-million in federal 

coronavirus stimulus grants 

to expand broadband in 

the state.  This is in addition 

to the $200-million Governor 

Tony Evers has in the state 

budget, that may not make 

it out of the Republican-

controlled legislature.   

While the Biden 

Administration is backing an 

increase in the minimum 

wage to $15 and hour, 

Bank of America is going 

one better.  By 2025, the 

bank will offer employees 

$25 and hour.  Bank CEO 

Brian Moynihan said it will 

cost hundreds of millions of 

dollars but will increase 

loyalty and pay 

shareholders back in the 

long.  The financial 

institution will also require its 

2,000 plus vendors to pay 

workers at least $15.   



The class of 2034 got its start 

in Merrill last night.  Trinity 

Lutheran School hosted a 

signing ceremony for 

kindergarteners.  The 

incoming class will have 15 

new students.  This is the 

second year for the event. 
 

 
Grand opening set for 
Monday in Antigo for the 
grand opening of Hope 
House News 5/19/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

As Governor Tony Evers 

announced a $100-million 

federal stimulus fund grant 

program to expand 

broadband internet service, 

the Vilas County Economic 

Development Corporation 

is asking for residents input 

in a survey.  With 

information available on 

their website, the 

organization is working with 

the municipalities, Lac du 

Flambeau Band, internet 

service providers and 

county leadership to 

provide education, 

leadership, planning, 

support and networking.  

The survey will help 

determine where 



broadband service needs 

to be improved.   

 

Twenty one states have 

already opted out of 

federal programs providing 

supplemental 

unemployment benefits.  

More than 50 Chambers of 

Commerce in Wisconsin 

agree and so do 

Republicans who say the 

programs create a 

disincentive to work.  State 

businesses are struggling to 

find workers and GOP 

leaders say the pandemic is 

under control and we need 

to get people back into the 

workforce.  New legislation 

would stop Wisconsin’s 

participation in four federal 

programs.   

 

A grand opening is set for 

Monday in Antigo for Hope 

House.  Operated by North 

Central Health Care staff, 

the facility is an eight bed 



sober living home for 

women and takes referrals 

from health care 

professionals, social 

services, law enforcement 

and justice partners, 

employers, treatment 

centers and others.  Hope 

House Antigo provides 

residents with a safe, 

supportive environment. 

 

Rhinelander city residents 

and families are invited to 

join Mayor Chris 

Frederickson and fly a kite.  

The free event takes place 

Saturday morning from 10-

to-noon at the Nicolet 

College field.  Frederickson 

said it’s time to get 

outdoors for a fun and safe 

event everyone can take 

part in.   

 
 

 
Two people are in the 
Lincoln Co. jail.  News 5/20/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Following a six month 

investigation into the death 

of a child, two people are 

in the Lincoln County Jail.  



25-year old Cody Robertson 

of Merrill was taken into 

custody yesterday morning 

by Deputies, charged with 

child neglect causing 

death from an incident in a 

Town of Corning home last 

November.  22-year old 

Amber Boyd was arrested 

after a traffic stop 

yesterday afternoon, facing 

similar charges.  Both are in 

court for a bond hearing at 

1:30 today.   

The Trig’s stores are now 

making mask wearing 

optional.  In a news release 

management said anyone 

fully vaccinated has that 

option unless local 

ordinances require them.  

All heightened sanitation 

and social distancing 

practices remain in place.  

Fully vaccinated is defined 

as two weeks past the final 

dose.   

As the coronavirus 

pandemic took hold last 



March, Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers 

suspended the requirement 

that unemployed people 

look for work to qualify for 

benefits.  Now, the 

Republican-controlled 

legislature wants to bring it 

back.  The rule was to 

expire anyway in July but 

GOP lawmakers want to 

move quicker to alleviate 

the worker shortage in the 

state.  They also introduced 

a bill this week to end the 

$300 weekly federal 

unemployment benefit.   

Wisconsin has joined a 

lawsuit along with five other 

states and the Federal 

Trade Commission against 

Frontier Communication.  

The carrier is accused of not 

delivering internet service to 

customers at the promised 

speeds and over charging.  

The suit contends thousands 

of customers have been 

complaining to Frontier 



about the slow speeds.   

The company said the suit is 

without merit.    
 

 
Redistricting in the state News 5/20/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Former U-S Attorney 

General Eric Holder is 

“cautiously optimistic” fair 

redistricting maps can be 

established for Wisconsin 

later this year.  Holder runs 

the National Democratic 

Redistricting Committee 

backed by former President 

Obama.  Wisconsin is being 

called a “priority state” for 

the group.  Holder expects 

the new maps to emerge 

from lawsuits, and not from 

a compromise between the 

Republican-controlled 

Legislature and Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers.  

Wisconsin Republicans say 

the state Constitution gives 

them the responsibility and 

they will redraw district lines 

fairly. 

When the House of 

Representatives voted to 

create a bipartisan 



commission to investigate 

the January 6th attack on 

the U-S Capitol, 35 

Republicans broke ranks 

and supported the idea -- 

none from Wisconsin.  

Yesterday’s vote had all 

five Republican members of 

the Wisconsin congressional 

delegation voting against 

the creation of the panel.  It 

would be modeled after 

the commission that 

investigated the September 

11th terrorist attacks.  The 

measure moves next to the 

U-S Senate. 

Wisconsin law enforcement 

agencies made 204 arrests 

last year for cases of murder 

and non-negligent 

manslaughter.  The 

Department of Justice 

reports that represents an 

increase of almost 15-

percent.  Those are cases 

where one human being 

willfully killed another.  The 

data is compared to 178 



arrests in 2019 and 168 

arrests the year before 

that.  If you go back five 

years – to 2016 – the 

number of arrests in those 

cases jumps to 241.  Violent 

crime numbers show arrests 

for rape in the Badger State 

were off by 17-percent in 

2020.  The D-O-J shares the 

arrest-tracking information 

with the F-B-I each year. 
 

 
State’s unemployment 
numbers 3x larger than 
March of the previous year.   News 5/21/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

While Wisconsin’s 

unemployment rate is 

considerably below the 

national average of 6.1%, 

it’s still three times what it 

was in March of last year.  

The latest numbers show 

the rate at 3.1%.  By April of 

last year that number hit 

14.1 as the pandemic shut 

down businesses and 

services statewide.  Those 

rate hadn’t been seen 

since the great depression.   

There are no more masks 

required in Merrill area 



schools.  The school board 

ended the mandate, 

several weeks earlier than 

planned.  Classes end next 

week with summer school 

beginning June 7th.  Anyone 

wanting to continue with a 

mask can do so.  Also, fully 

vaccinated people will no 

longer have to wear face 

coverings in the state 

Capitol and other state 

facilities beginning June 

first.   

Traffic could be slowed for 

a time next week as routine 

bridge inspections are set 

for Lincoln and Marathon 

counties.  Drivers can 

expect single lanes in the 

southbound lanes of Hwy 51 

over the Wisconsin River 

Monday and Tuesday as 

the DOT will finish cleaning 

the bridge decks.  The bulk 

of the work is in Marathon 

County with work on the 

Hwy 153 bridge over the Big 



Eau Pleine River west of 

Mosinee and 153 bridges 

over the Wisconsin, 

Monday.  Tuesday expect 

delays on bridges onCounty 

WW in the village of Maine 

and Thomas Street.  

Wednesday there’s work on 

both lanes of Hwy 29 over 

the Wisconsin River.  Repairs 

continue on both lanes of 

29 over 72nd Avenue, 48th 

Avenue and Little Rib River 

through Friday.  

 

 
State homeless problem  News 5/21/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Legislature’s 

Joint Finance Committee 

rejected the governor’s 

proposal to spend an 

additional 73-million dollars 

on initiatives to combat 

homelessness.  Thursday’s 

12-to-four vote came along 

party lines.  The budget 

committee increased 

funding for a housing 

assistance program by one-

point-two-million dollars but 

turned down the rest of the 



extra spending.  Governor 

Tony Evers wanted the 

spend the 73-million on 

several initiatives aimed at 

helping the homeless, 

including a plan for more 

affordable housing.  

Democrats say the rejection 

represents a missed 

opportunity to address a 

problem that got worse 

during the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

Due to increased federal 

support of the Women, 

Infants and Children or WIC 

program, the Vilas County-

based Feed Our Rural Kids 

will temporarily redirect 

funds from their Jump Start 

program.  Over $1200 will 

move to the Weekend 

Backpack programs 

providing qualified WIC 

families additional fresh 

canned or frozen fruits and 

vegetables in addition to 

their current benefits.  The 

Backpack programs are run 



through Prince of Peace 

and Shepherd of the Lakes 

Lutheran churches in Eagle 

River and Sayner.   

The U-S Navy is exercising a 

554-million-dollar option to 

have Fincantieri Marinette 

Marine build a second 

Constellation-class frigate.  

The first one is being 

designed right now as part 

of a contract awarded last 

year.  Group President and 

C-E-O Dario Deste says the 

most important thing about 

this is that the Navy believes 

in the company and its 

workers, trusting it to deliver 

a capable and adaptable 

ship.  The contract includes 

options for nine more 

frigates worth about five-

and-a-half-billion dollars.   
 

 
Health officials want to see 
state’s reported positive 
Covid cases at 3% News 5/24/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Health officials want to see 

reported positive COVID 

cases at 3%.  That’s where 

they consider the spread of 

the virus being managed.  

Wisconsin’s rate is 2.6.  



Overall totals continue to 

drop in the state with no 

new deaths reported 

yesterday and nearly 41% 

of the state’s population 

being vaccinated.  That 

number jumps to above 

45% across the northern 

region.  Hospitalizations for 

the virus during the past 24 

hours were far below 

average.  

Investigators with the Merrill 

Fire Department say the 

likely cause of a blaze 

Friday night at Northern 

Wire was a mechanical 

malfunction.  The fire was 

called in around 6:30 and 

damage was limited to that 

one piece of equipment.  

It’s not known how long the 

plant on Taylor Street will be 

shut down.   

A community partnership is 

working to train early 

childhood providers in the 

areas of trauma.  The YMCA 



of the Northwoods, 

Northwoods Connection 

Family Resources and 

Marshfield Clinic Health 

System combined to 

provide trauma informed 

care training for 11 child 

care programs across nine 

northern counties.  Nicolet 

National Bank helped by 

funding the programs.  

Marshfield Program 

Coordinator Jennifer Smith 

said, “Having child care 

providers who understand 

the importance of creating 

safe and nurturing spaces 

for children can have a 

positive impact on little 

ones who may be facing 

challenges in other aspects 

of their lives.”  Robin 

Mainhardt with the 

Resource Center said, “This 

training helps to increase 

the skills of providers and 

add additional resources to 

help children become more 

socially and emotionally 



competent, leading to the 

future success of families in 

our communities.” 

 

 
Owners of state businesses 
worried about the lack of 
help this summer due to 
student visas News 5/24/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The owners of tourist 

businesses across Wisconsin 

are worried they won't have 

enough employees this 

summer because of issues 

with student visas.  Many 

businesses like hotels and 

resorts have traditionally 

relied on international 

students in the U-S on what 

are called J-one visas.  

However, those 

applications were restricted 

though most of last year 

and into March because of 

COVID-19.  Now there is 

reluctance on the part of 

many people to travel to 

the U-S for work, leaving 

employers in a lurch.  Some 

hotels and resorts have said 

they may have to cut 

availability or hours in order 

to accommodate. 

A lot more people are 



going to have to get the 

coronavirus vaccine if 

Wisconsin is going to hit 

herd immunity by the Fourth 

of July. Department of 

Health Services Deputy 

Secretary Julie Willems Van 

Dijk said it's unlikely the state 

will hit herd immunity this 

summer.  She says it's more 

likely to be October. As of 

yesterday, just under 41 

percent of people in the 

state are fully vaccinated.  

More people will be 

allowed into Wisconsin's 

state parks soon. The 

Department of Natural 

Resources announced 

changes to restrictions on 

parks put in place in 

reaction to COVID-19. 

Officials say large-scale 

groups as big as 350 people 

will now be allowed to take 

part in events. That includes 

private events and those 

hosted by the D-N-R. The D-

N-R is also opening selected 



park facilities including drive 

up windows, outdoor 

concession areas and 

restrooms. Main facilities 

and nature centers remain 

closed to the public. 
 

 
State election officials 
looking into voter fraud 
cases from last Nov.  News 5/25/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin elections officials 

are looking into 27 voter 

fraud cases from last 

November.  That’s from 3-

million voters.  Nearly half 

the cases came from La 

Crosse.  Sixteen cases 

happened when voters 

used a U-P-S store as their 

voting address.  The others 

include four people who 

voted both in-person and 

through the mail, one felon 

who voted, and others who 

returned other people’s 

absentee ballots.  

Rhinelander’s Pioneer Park 

Historical Complex opens 

this weekend, but not 

before one of its biggest 

attractions gets some work 

done beginning Thursday.  

The 5-Spot locomotive 



foundation project that 

began last fall and the 41-

ton engine will be lifted and 

settle onto the new tracks in 

front of the depot building.  

The old platform was sinking 

and needed replacing.  The 

complex opens Saturday 

for its 89th season.   

Running through June 6th, 

law enforcement across the 

state will up their 

enforcement of seatbelt 

laws with the Click It or 

Ticket campaign.  DOT 

figures show 89% of 

Wisconsin motorists wear 

seatbelts.  But almost half of 

traffic fatalities last year 

were people who didn’t.   

Speaking of driving, the 

price of gasoline is 

beginning move.  Prices in 

Wisconsin are 10.7-cents 

higher than a month ago 

and 96-cents higher than 

this time last year.  Moving 

into the Memorial Day 

weekend, GasBuddy 



reports an average of 

$2.85/gallon.  The cheapest 

was $2.59 and most 

expensive at $3.09.  The 

Rhinelander area has been 

at $2.99/gallon for about 

the last week and a half.  

The Triple-A reports prices 

should begin to drop as 

drivers take to the roads for 

summer.   
 

 
Small businesses can now 
apply for grant money from 
the Covid relief fund News 5/25/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Small businesses can now 

apply for more than 400-

million dollars in grants from 

the latest federal COVID 

relief funding.  Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation secretary Missy 

Hughes says the five-

thousand-dollar checks will 

do a lot of work in local 

communities.  The 

application deadline is 

June 7th.  The grants are 

expected to help as many 

as 84-thousand businesses 

that have gross revenue 

between ten-thousand and 

seven-million dollars. 



G-O-P legislation to limit 

participation in Wisconsin 

school sports by 

transgender women and 

girls have public hearings 

Wednesday.  A pair of bills 

would require all K-through-

12 schools, University of 

Wisconsin System schools, 

and state technical 

colleges to divide all teams 

by sex and officially bar any 

students born male from 

women's teams.  Assembly 

bill sponsor, Representative 

Barb Dittrich of 

Oconomowoc, said "if the 

governor really cares about 

women, he should 

absolutely advance this 

legislation."  Governor Evers 

says he'll veto the legislation 

if it gets to his desk.  He 

called it "a solution seeking 

a problem that doesn't 

exist." 

The Oneida County Health 

Department is offering a 

free COVID vaccination 



pop-up clinic this afternoon.  

It runs from 4-to-6 at the 

Rouman Cinema in 

Rhinelander.  No 

appointments are 

necessary.  Both the 

Moderna and Johnson & 

Johnson doses will be 

available to anyone 18 or 

older.   

Investigators say it could’ve 

been much worse.  Several 

buildings in downtown 

Calumet in Michigan’s UP 

were destroyed and dozens 

of people displaced, losing 

their apartments in Friday’s 

fire.  Now state and federal 

officials are looking into the 

cause saying right now it’s a 

crime scene.   
 

 
Strong storms moved across 
the state News 5/26/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Strong storms moved across 

central and northern 

Wisconsin as warnings were 

already issued by late 

afternoon.  The fast moving 

system packed winds over 

60 mph, golf ball-sized hail 

and strong downpours.  



Some tree damage was 

reported and more than 

1300 were still without 

power, mostly in the NE 

corner of the state.  Several 

small fires were also sparked 

by trees or limbs on power 

lines.  

In collaboration with 

multiple partners, the 

Oneida County Health 

Department is completing a 

community assessment on 

substance use.  County 

residents are asked to take 

part in an electronic survey, 

developed to better 

understand how substance 

use is viewed in the 

community.  The data will 

be used to plan prevention 

and response efforts.  The 

survey will be open until 

June 26th and can be 

accessed through the 

health department’s 

website.   

A months long drug 

investigation netted 11 



people in a meth 

conspiracy case.  They 

included individuals from 

Ladysmith, Plover and 

Rosholt in the Rusk County 

bust.  Law enforcement 

uncovered three pounds of 

methamphetamine, two 

pounds of THC, 18 firearms 

and more than $17,000 in 

cash.   

The uncertainty surrounding 

the pandemic and the lack 

of planning time has shut 

down Wausau’s annual July 

4th celebration.  Organizers 

said the event at Marathon 

Park will be back next year.  

They cited upfront costs as 

another reason for the 

cancellation.   

Wisconsin will lose $1-billion 

in federal funding to 

expand Medicaid.  

Democrats want the 

BadgerCare Plus plan to 

expand but the move was 

throttled by Republicans in 

both the House and Senate 



in less than a minute.   

 
 

 
Rhinelander man indicted on 
sex crimes against  a child News 5/26/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A federal grand jury 

yesterday returned a three-

count indictment against 

35-year old Paul Osterman 

of Rhinelander.  He’s 

charged with crimes 

related to soliciting a 13-

year old Illinois girl on the 

MeetMe social media site 

for sex.  Two of the counts 

carry a maximum penalty 

of life in prison.  All the 

charges in the indictment 

carry additional possible 

penalties up to a life term of 

supervised release following 

any term of imprisonment 

and fines up to $250,000. 

The field of Wisconsin 

Democrats running for U-S 

Senate next year continues 

to grow.  State Senator 

Chris Larson of Milwaukee 

filed paperwork with the 

Federal Elections 

Commission but did not 



officially announce his 

candidacy.  Larson is a 

former Senate minority 

leader and member of the 

Milwaukee County Board of 

Supervisors.  Millennial 

Action Project co-founder 

Steven Olikara said this 

week he's forming a Senate 

exploratory committee.  

Other Democrats vying for 

the nomination are Wausau 

radiologist Gillian Battino, 

state Treasurer Sarah 

Godlewski, former 

Milwaukee Bucks executive 

Alex Lasry and Outagamie 

County Executive Tom 

Nelson.  Republican 

Senator Ron Johnson hasn't 

confirmed whether he's 

running for re-election. 

Meterologists are trying to 

determine how a 12-pound 

chunk of ice crashed 

through the roof of a home 

in western Wisconsin.  The 

basketball-sized, square 

piece of ice landed in a 



bedroom in Elk Mound 

yesterday morning.  

Weather experts say 

hailstones don’t get that 

large and no thunderstorm 

warnings had been issued.  

The largest hailstone ever 

recorded weighed nearly 

two pounds and was eight 

inches in South Dakota.  No 

one was hurt, but there is 

roof damage to the home. 
 

 
Potential for record low 
temps move in for the 
weekend News 5/27/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The potential for record low 

temperatures exists as we 

move into the weekend as 

high temperatures remain 

nearly 20-degrees below 

normal.  Snow showers are 

also likely north of Hwy 8 

today and tonight.  Evening 

and early morning readings 

tomorrow and Saturday will 

be in the low 30s with a 

hard freeze likely in low 

lying areas.  Fruit crops and 

new annual plants are 

extremely vulnerable and 

should be covered tonight 

and tomorrow.   



Eight fire departments 

battled a blaze at the Verso 

paper mill in Wisconsin 

Rapids yesterday.  The 

plant, which has been 

closed was likely hit by 

lightning Tuesday night but 

investigators haven’t ruled 

out an electrical failure.  

The mill was shuttered last 

summer.  The cooperative 

that’s been working to 

purchase the property said 

they’re still interested, 

despite the damage.  A 

spokesman said the mill is 

too vital to the state and 

local economy to abandon 

their plans.  

Since 2015 walleye fishing 

has been catch and 

release on the Minocqua 

Chain of Lakes.  And after a 

public hearing this week the 

DNR is looking to extend 

that another five years and 

put an 18-inch size limit and 

daily catch of one after 

that.  Natural reproduction 



is still too low to maintain 

the population.   

The unofficial start to the 

summer season is this 

weekend with the Memorial 

Day holiday and the AAA 

expects more than 37-

million Americans will be 

travelling.  And drivers will 

find prices at the pump the 

highest they’ve been since 

2014 with the average price 

for gas around or just over 

$3/gallon.   

 

 
 

 
Eagle River man in jail on 
child porno charges News 5/28/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Acting on a tip from the 

National Center for Missing 

and Exploited Children and 

investigations by the 

Oneida and Vilas county 

sheriff’s departments, an 

Eagle River man is in jail.  29-

year old Ryan Shelton was 

arrested on charges of 

possessing child 

pornography.  Deputies 

found images both on his 

person and at his home of 



Perch Lake Road in Eagle 

River.   

A federal plea deal may 

end state charges against 

a former DC Everest 

teacher.  39-year old Travis 

Greil faced dozens of 

felony charges, accused of 

recording images under the 

clothing of female students.  

In a court hearing 

yesterday, prosecutors 

agreed to drop the 

duplicate state charges 

once Greil is sentenced in 

August.   

The Kroger food chain will 

offer rewards to those 

having been vaccinated 

for COVID.  The Biden 

administration’s 

#communityimmunity 

campaign begins next 

week and will provide five, 

1-million dollar payouts and 

50 chances for a year of 

free groceries.  Additional 

details will be coming soon.   

Wisconsin is again at risk of 



losing billions in federal 

funding.  The Republican 

budget plan has public 

schools getting $150-million 

more the next two years but 

that’s less than 10% of what 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers proposed.  Federal 

guidelines requires the state 

to spend $387-million on 

school to keep the $2.6-

billion in coronavirus relief 

funding and another $1.5-

billion from the American 

Rescue Plan.   

A killing frost is forecast for 

tonight and early Saturday 

across the northern portions 

of the listening area.  Lows 

in the upper 20s will take 

out most young vegetable 

plants and annual flowers if 

not covered.   
 

 
State’s DNR reminds 
boaters that life jackets save 
lives News 5/28/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin D-N-R is using 

Memorial Day weekend to 

remind boaters that life 

jackets save lives.  As of 

mid-May, six people had 

drowned in four on-water 



incidents this year.  State 

officials say none of the 

drowning victims were 

wearing life jackets or 

personal flotation devices.  

According to the D-N-R, the 

leading causes of fatal 

boat events are operator 

inexperience, inattention, 

recklessness and speeding. 

Two people are jailed on 

drug charges in Sawyer 

County after a heroin bust.  

Deputies made a traffic 

stop in Hayward Monday 

and a police dog sniffed 

out drugs in the car.  A 

search turned up 271 grams 

of heroin, eight-and-a-half 

grams of cocaine, pills, a 

loaded handgun and a 

large amount of cash.  The 

heroin has an estimated 

street value of 20-thousand 

dollars.  The driver - 27-year-

old Matthew Jackson of 

Ashland -- was arrested for 

possession with intent to 

deliver heroin and other 



charges.  Twenty-seven-

year-old Keshia Wilmer of 

Glidden was also charged 

with heroin possession. 

The Rainbow flag will be 

flown over the Wisconsin 

State Capitol in celebration 

of Pride Month in June.  The 

flag will be raised during a 

ceremony on Tuesday at 

the east entrance.  

Governor Evers will be 

joined by members of his 

administration, local leaders 

and advocates and the 

public is invited to attend 

the event.  This will be third 

year the Rainbow flag will 

be raised at the Capitol.  

The governor's office says 

the U-S and the Wisconsin 

flags will continue flying on 

the east wing flagpole 

above the Rainbow Pride 

flag. 
 

 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

      



 Station:  Wmqa     

 Quarter:  2nd (June)     

 Year: 2021      

      

ISSUE DESCRIPTION PROGRAM SEGMENT DATE TIME DURATION DESCRIPTION OF SEGMENT 

 
Thunderstorms rolled across 
the northern part of the state 
yesterday News 6/1/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wave after wave of 

thunderstorms rolled across 

the north half of the state 

yesterday producing hail, 

50 mph wind gusts and 

heavy downpours.  It’s a 

foggy start this morning and 

the weather will take a turn 

from the way below normal 

temperatures of last week 

with just the opposite as 

we’ll have a heat index 

easily in the 90s by Friday 

and into the weekend.   

The demolition of the 

Wausau Mall continues and 

will slow traffic downtown 

at times today.  Fifth and 

Washington streets will close 

at times and motorists will 

be redirected or stopped 

as work continues on the 

east side of the Sears 

building.  The property was 



purchased last year and 

the multi-year plan includes 

a total redevelopment 

including new streets, green 

spaces, apartments, retail 

shops, restaurants and 

more.  

We could expect a jump in 

the number of people fully 

vaccinated for COVID this 

week.  That’s because the 

first 12-to-15 year olds to get 

the shots become eligible 

for their second doses.  The 

health department reports 

as of yesterday, 42% of the 

population has been 

inoculated and nearly 48% 

have received at least one 

dose.  The overall numbers 

however continue to drop, 

showing the seventh 

straight week of decline.  

The DHS will also 

discontinue reporting 

numbers on weekends.   

Beginning in August, the 

cost of mailing a letter, if 



you still do that, is going up.  

The Postal Service will hike 

first-class stamps from 55-to-

58 cents.  It’s just one of 

several planned service 

changes for the agency 

that’s been losing billions of 

dollars a year.   

 

  
Cost of stamps going up News 6/1/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 It’s been a year and 

progress has been made, 

but work still needs to be 

done.  That’s the evaluation 

from black community 

leaders in Madison a year 

after protesters filled the 

city’s downtown streets.  

Dane County school boards 

and councils have more 

diversity, a police civilian 

oversight board was 

formed, and both Madison 

police and the Dane 

County Sheriff’s Office have 

black leadership.  One City 

Schools C-E-O and founder 

Kaleen Caire says the 

moves are long overdue 

and everyone should be 



patient.  Giving people of 

color a seat at the various 

leadership groups is called 

a step in the right direction. 

This morning we reported 

the cost of stamps will be 

going up again.  Now, we 

learn of a plan that could 

delay mail delivery to many 

northern zip codes.  The 

Postal Service wants to 

close the Wausau sorting 

facility, consolidating 

services that would end up 

in Green Bay.   

Even if you’re just trying to 

help, you can do more 

damage by approaching a 

fawn than by just leaving it 

alone.  The DNR says spring 

is when white-tailed deer 

fawns are most common 

around the state.  Scientists 

say a fawn, or a group of 

fawns, lying still and quiet 

with no doe present is 

actually a good sign.  The 

does spend most of their 

days away from the fawns 



looking for food.  The 

mother won’t return if 

people or animals are 

nearby.  You can actually 

endanger the fawns 

because your presence 

can lead predators to their 

location.  It is illegal in 

Wisconsin to possess any 

wild animal. 
 

  
Wisconsin’s workforce 
problem News 6/2/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The leader of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation says higher-

than-normal 

unemployment benefits 

aren’t the only reason state 

businesses are dealing with 

a shortage of workers.  W-E-

D-C Secretary Missy Hughes 

says Wisconsin has had 

difficulty finding workers for 

years.  Hughes blamed the 

state’s aging workforce 

during an appearance on 

a local news program.  

Republican lawmakers and 

business groups say 

enhanced federal 

unemployment benefits 



mean people can make 

more than 16 dollars an 

hour just staying home. 

 “It will be business as 

usual”.  The words of Cliff 

Flannery, once again 

President of the group 

running the Crandon 

International Off-Road 

Raceway.  Last year the 

facility was sold to Crandon 

businessman Jamey 

Flannery but for what a 

news release called 

“several unforeseen 

reasons” that sale fell 

through.  Since its founding 

in 1970, the famed 425 acre 

track will continue to 

operate as a non-profit 

club, with its veteran board 

of directors driving.  All 

planned 2021 events will go 

on as scheduled.   

For nearly a decade, 

students at Lakeland High 

School in Minocqua have 

been raising money for the 

Never Forgotten Honor 



Flight.  The organization 

sends veterans to 

Washington DC to view the 

monuments honoring their 

service and remembering 

those we’ve lost.  The last 

year because of the COVID 

restrictions normal means of 

collection weren’t allowed 

so kids manned donation 

boxes are local businesses.  

Over $15,000 was raised 

and that will send 30 more 

vets to the capitol.  Again, 

because of COVID, 

organizers of the program 

hope to resume the flights 

this fall. 
 

  
Mask wearing is no longer 
needed at the state capitol News 6/2/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers said he’d veto the 

entire state budget as it 

comes out of the 

Republican-controlled Joint 

Finance Committee.  One 

of the provisions approved 

in the two year budget 

allocates $750,000 to the 

Lakeland Star School and 

Academy in Minocqua.  It’s 



a one-of-a-kind school in 

the state that works with 

students with autism, 

learning and cognitive 

disabilities.  Republican 

State Rep Rob Swearingen 

said passing that motion 

shows the state is taking a 

proactive approach to 

helping one of the most 

underserved 

demographics.  Evers said 

yesterday it’s too early to 

say for sure whether he 

would take the drastic step 

of vetoing the entire plan 

for Wisconsin state 

government spending.  

Earlier this year, lawmakers 

rejected all of the 

Democratic governor’s 

proposals and started work 

from scratch. 

Mask-wearing is no longer 

required for visitors to the 

Wisconsin state Capitol.  

The change went into 

effect yesterday and 

includes most other state 



facilities.   

Deputies in Barron County 

are giving a tongue-in-

cheek credit to their 

“bovine unit” for finally 

ending a long pursuit.  

Deputies say they had 

chased a Chevrolet 

Cavalier for about 13 miles, 

from Barron to Cumberland, 

when the fleeing driver 

found he couldn’t get 

through a group of cows.  

The driver’s name hasn’t 

been released, but he was 

taken into custody and 

spent the night in jail.  

Authorities say no one was 

hurt during the pursuit, not 

even members of what the 

deputies called a 

“moooving blockade.”  The 

sheriff’s office didn’t say 

what started the pursuit in 

the first place. 
 

  
One vehicle accident early 
this morning  News 6/3/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Nokomis, Little Rice and 

Willow Fire Departments 

and rescue teams were 

dispatched to a one 



vehicle accident early this 

morning.  The dispatch 

went out shortly before 

three for a truck that left 

willow dam road.  The driver 

sustained a head injury.  No 

other information was 

available.   

Lincoln County deputies 

pursued a stolen vehicle 

last night and the resulting 

high speed chase ended 

up with a crash that killed 

the driver.   

A bill authored by Wisconsin 

Republicans would bar 

state government or private 

businesses from requiring 

proof of a COVID-19 

vaccination.  Senate 

sponsor Mary Felzkowski of 

Tomahawk said, "taking a 

vaccine and putting it in 

your system is a very private 

and individual choice. And 

I don't think our health is for 

public scrutiny."  Governor 

Tony Evers already said the 

state will not be imposing 



vaccine requirements - but 

he thinks it's a reasonable 

request of businesses or a 

health care institution to ask 

those questions.  The bill 

had a public hearing in an 

Assembly committee 

yesterday.  Sixteen states 

have banned vaccine 

passports.  

The C-E-O of Wausau-

based North Central Health 

Care has been placed on 

leave.  The action involving 

Michael Loy was taken after 

a closed session held by the 

North Central Community 

Services Program Board.  

That board had authorized 

a review of practices 

related to compensation 

and benefits received by N-

C-H-C employees earlier 

this year.  Details of that 

report are going to be 

released.  Loy has been the 

organization’s C-E-O since 

October 2017.  Chief 

Financial Officer Jill 



Meschke will serve in the 

interim. 

  

 

  
Legalizing medical marijuana 
in the state is blocked again.  News 6/3/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Republicans on the 

Wisconsin Legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee 

blocked another attempt 

to legalize medical 

marijuana.  Democrats 

introduced a measure 

yesterday to make the use 

legal and provide funding 

to regulate it.  Co-chairman 

Senator Howard Marklein 

ruled the motion was out of 

order since the budget-

writing committee already 

removed the provision from 

the budget. 

The Republican leader of 

the Wisconsin Assembly is 

taking aim at people who 

apply for jobs but fail to 

show up for the interview.  

Speaker Robin Vos says you 

need to show up when 

you’re offered a chance at 

a job.  GOP lawmakers 



reinstated a work search 

requirement last month for 

people receiving 

unemployment benefits.  

The Assembly votes next 

week to end federal 

enhancement programs for 

those unemployed. 

When the Feed Our Rural 

Kids or FORK program was 

formed in Vilas County, the 

original goal was to fill the 

gaps within the current 

nutrition support system for 

children.  The organization 

has been very successful 

and just introduced  the 

children’s pantry.  There will 

be four placed in the 

entryways of Eagle River, St. 

Germain and Land o’ Lakes 

elementary schools and in 

the Phelps school district 

building.  FORK president 

Perry Pokrandt said the 

pantries will provide school 

staff with resources to help 

hungry kids during the day 

or beyond if necessary.  It 



will also provide a year 

round, weekday access 

point for food support to 

parents or guardians of 

children from food insecure 

households.  The program 

rolls out with the coming 

school year in August.  

Financial support is always 

welcome at 

feedourruralkids dot org.   

 
 

  
Wausau man has charges 
upgraded in shooting death News 6/4/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 As Democrats line up to 

take a run at Senator Ron 

Johnson’s US Senate spot, 

the incumbent has yet to 

decide if he’s going to go 

after a third term next year.  

A vocal Trump supporter, 

the Republican Johnson 

said he would make sure his 

party retains the seat.  His 

critics maintain he’s 

become a creature of 

Washington.  Several other 

Republicans are holding off 

until Johnson decides. 

Meanwhile, while he hasn’t 

made it official, Democratic 



Governor Tony Evers 

established his re-election 

campaign committee this 

week.   

 

The man accused in a 

Wausau shooting last 

month has the charges 

upgraded to first degree 

intentional homicide when 

the victim died 

Wednesday.  45-year old 

Michael Turner remains in 

the Marathon county jail on 

a one million dollar cash 

bond after shooting the 

unnamed victim while he 

sat in his car in the city on 

May 15th.  He was arrested 

later that day in Marquette 

County.  Online court 

records show several other 

felonies including drug 

possession.   

 

High temperature records 

could fall this weekend 

across much of Wisconsin 

as the mercury will be near 



or above 90° both Saturday 

and Sunday.  Some of those 

records date back to the 

1920s and as recent as 

1988, like Rhinelander’s 

mark of 90 and Antigo’s 88 

that year.  The hot weather 

will also increase the risk of 

storms moving into next 

week.   

 

Admission fees, fishing 

licenses and trail passes will 

be waived for visitors all 

weekend for the DNR’s 9th 

annual Free Fun Weekend 

in Wisconsin state parks and 

other recreation areas.   
 

  
State Democratic lawmaker 
says bi partisan police 
reform bills don’t go far 
enough News 6/4/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A Democratic state 

representative from 

Milwaukee says the 

bipartisan police reform bills 

moving through the 

Legislature don’t go far 

enough.  David Bowen 

introduced a dozen new 

bills on police reform 

yesterday.  The so-called 

“Enough is Enough Justice 



Reform Package” includes 

requirements for increased 

transparency, investigations 

into officer-involved deaths, 

and the prosecution of law 

enforcement.  One of 

Bowen’s bills would have 

law enforcement officers 

carry cards with their name, 

contact information for their 

supervisor, and the 

resources to file a formal 

complaint.  Seven police 

reform bills have already 

been introduced at the 

Capitol. 

Legislation has been 

introduced that would ban 

Wisconsin schools from 

teaching critical race 

theory.  Public schools, the 

University of Wisconsin 

System institutions, and 

state technical colleges 

would be affected.  If those 

schools taught the topic 

any way they could lose 

some of their state funding.  

Lawmakers say at least 16 



other states have signed 

similar bills into law – or, are 

considering them. 

The School of Education at 

U-W-Platteville is offering to 

help pay off the loans taken 

out by its students.  The 

Loan Repayment 

Assistance Program applies 

to federal student, parent 

PLUS, and private 

alternative loans.  Incoming 

freshmen students majoring 

in elementary and middle 

education are being told if 

they graduate then the 

school will pay off a portion 

of their loans until they are 

making a salary of at least 

48-thousand dollars-a-year.  

This is reportedly the first 

offer of its kind at any 

public institution in the U-S.  

It’s aimed at helping some 

rural school districts find 

teaching candidates. 

 

  
Fatal motorcycle accident 
over the weekend in News 6/7/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Hwy 47 through Shawano 

was closed for several hours 



Shawano Saturday afternoon due to 

a fatal motorcycle crash.  

Sheriff’s deputies reported 

the bike struck the back of 

a pickup then veered into 

oncoming traffic where it 

was hit by a minivan.  The 

operator, a 36-year old 

Appleton man and his 13-

year old passenger were 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The two occupants 

of the van are hospitalized 

in serious condition.   

Two people are in the 

Forest County Jail facing 

numerous drug charges.  

The Sheriff’s Department 

made a high risk traffic stop 

on a vehicle in Crandon, 

reported stolen in Ashland 

County.  A search revealed 

Fentanyl, 

methamphetamine and 

other drugs, prescription 

pills, syringes, scales, 

packaging material and 

other paraphernalia.  36-

year old Jesse Jackson of 



Lac du Flambeau and 31 

year old Ashley White of 

Milwaukee were arrested.  

White was treated for a 

possible drug overdose.  

Both are held on a $15,000 

cash bond.   

A Vilas County man is 

missing and the Sheriff’s 

office is asking for help.  89-

year old Fred Murphy, 

believed to have dementia, 

was last seen at his home in 

Phelps on his way to Iron 

River.  Murphy is described 

as white, 5-9, 170 pounds 

wearing black, white and 

gray camo pants and black 

t-shirt.  He’s was travelling in 

in blue, 2018 Ford F150 

pickup with a chocolate 

lab.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact the Vilas County 

Sheriff’s Department.   

Governor Tony Evers made 

it official over the weekend, 

formally announcing his bid 

for a second term.   The 69-



year old Evers said he still 

has work to do.   
 

  
Schofield man arrested over 
the weekend for probation 
violation News 6/7/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A 41 year old Schofield 

man was arrested Saturday 

night on a warrant charge 

for violating the terms of his 

probation issued by the 

Wisconsin Department of 

corrections last year.  A 

deputy stopped the vehicle 

the man was driving at 

11:00 PM for a speeding 

violation. The man was 

cited for driving on a 

suspended license and 

brought to the Lincoln 

County Jail. 

An 18 year old Tomahawk 

man was cited for 

operating a boat with a 

prohibited alcohol limit 

Saturday night on Lake 

Nokomis.  The Recreation 

Deputy stopped the boat 

for violating the no wake 

rules.  

Students attending 

Northcentral Technical 

College saved over a 



million dollars this school 

year through a new 

affordable textbook 

initiative.  Rather than 

buying textbooks, students 

could take advantage of a 

partnership between NTC 

and Cengage, a global 

education technology 

company.  More than 

22,000 digital course 

materials including eBooks, 

online homework, study 

guides and other materials 

were available at a flat 

cost. 

For the first time in 26 years 

the iconic burger chain Big 

Boy is returning to 

Wisconsin.  A franchise 

location will be opened in 

Germantown at the site of 

the former Jerry’s Old Town 

Inn on Main Street.  Partners 

Chaz Hastings and Scott 

Carleton say they hope the 

new restaurant will become 

the flagship location for 

more Big Boys over the next 



three years in southeastern 

Wisconsin.  The owners say 

the Germantown location 

will be open seven days a 

week for lunch and dinner.  

The official first day of 

business hasn’t been 

announced. 
 

  
Names released of those 
involved in a deadly chase 
over the weekend News 6/8/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The names of those 

involved in that deadly 

chase in Lincoln County last 

week have been released.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Justice reports 27-year 

old David Burdick of 

Tomahawk died when the 

vehicle he allegedly store 

crashed as he was pursued 

by two county squad cars 

last Wednesday.  Deputies 

Logan Lange, Ashtin Zunker 

and Dean Dokken were 

involved in the incident. The 

state division of criminal 

investigation continues 

looking into the matter.   

Three people from Merrill 

are among those facing 



federal drug charges.  32-

year old TJ Myers, 33-year 

old Amy Pehlke and 36-

year old Matthew White join 

Corey Freyermuth of 

Oshkosh and Levi Bagne 

and Krista Sparks of Arizona 

in a conspiracy to possess 

and distribute 

methamphetamine.  The 

two year investigation 

netted more than 20 

pounds of the drug and 14 

firearms.  Local, state and 

county officials worked with 

the US Attorney’s Office in 

making the bust. 

Yesterday we told you of 

efforts to find a missing Vilas 

County man.  The Sheriff’s 

office reports 89-year old 

Fred Murphy of Phelps is 

now safe at home.  He was 

found about 7:30 yesterday 

morning.   

An investigation at 

Northland Pines High School 

in Eagle River results in the 



resignation of their athletic 

director.  Brian Margelofsky 

was found to have been 

taking items from the 

coolers in the school’s 

concession stand.  

Margelofsky worked in the 

district 14 years and the 

school board accepted his 

resignation last week.   

A-T-V trails will be getting a 

million dollars of new 

funding from the state 

under a budget plan at the 

Joint Finance Committee.   

 

  
Marquette University will let 
fully vaccinated students 
back on campus this fall  News 6/8/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Department 

of Workforce Development 

is not planning to 

aggressively pursue cases if 

people aren’t adequately 

searching for jobs.  

Republican lawmakers 

have been pointing to 

reports of people who turn 

down job offers or fail to 

show up for job interviews.  

Assembly Speaker Robin 



Vos last week said he 

wanted D-W-D to take a 

more active approach, 

following up on cases 

where unemployment 

benefits recipients don’t 

make the required four 

work search contacts each 

week.  A spokesperson for 

the agency says there have 

been few reports of 

employers whose job offers 

were rejected or job 

candidates that didn’t 

show. 

Marquette University will 

require students to be fully 

vaccinated if they are 

going to return to the 

Milwaukee campus this fall.  

The mandate doesn’t 

affect faculty and 

staff.  Students will have 

until August 1st to make sure 

they are fully vaccinated.  

Officials say a fully-

vaccinated student body 

will allow for “a richer in-

person experience, reduce 



testing and let students 

interact more freely across 

campus.” 

Wisconsin is following a 

national trend of seeing 

more traffic fatalities, even 

though there were fewer 

cars on its roads last year.  

The National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration 

found even with people 

working from home, the 

nation’s car crash fatality 

rate is up by seven 

percent.  A researcher at 

the U-W-Madison Traffic 

Operations and Safety Lab 

says the number of miles 

driven dropped by 13 

percent last year.  Despite 

that, the state has recorded 

166 fatalities in the first five 

months of 2021 – well 

above the average for the 

period. 
 

  
Marathon Co. issued a 
statement about a phony 
parks worker News 6/9/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Marathon County officials 

issued a warning about a 

person pretending to be an 

employee of the Parks 



Department.  In an online 

post the Sheriff’s office said 

a person is asking for direct 

$50 payment if the boat 

launch permit isn’t paid at 

park boat landings.  People 

are reminded all Parks 

Department workers drive 

county vehicles and never 

demand money directly.  If 

someone approaches you 

do not pay anything and 

notify authorities. 

Three years in prison.  The 

sentence for Steven 

Brandenburg of Grafton, 

the former pharmacist 

convicted of ruining more 

than 50 doses of the 

COVID-19 vaccine.  He 

took a guilty plea to two 

felonies and admitted 

removing the drug from a 

cooler at Aurora Medical 

Center in Grafton for hours, 

where it spoiled.  The 46-

year old was also ordered 

to pay more than 83-



thousand dollars in 

restitution to the hospital.   

State revenues over the 

next three years will be 

much higher than 

previously projected in 

Wisconsin.  An additional 

four-point-four-billion dollars 

could mean tax cuts, 

reduced borrowing, 

increased funding for K-12 

schools or other programs.  

But all of that hinges on 

whether Governor Tony 

Evers and Republican 

legislative leaders can 

reach agreement - 

something that's rarely 

occurred.  Republicans on 

the legislature's Joint 

Finance Committee have 

already warned about 

spending the windfall.  Bob 

Lang, director of the 

nonpartisan Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau, wrote in a 

memo that "the increase in 

general fund tax collections 



in 2021, particularly in April 

and May, is 

unprecedented."  Evers said 

the position is one of the 

best in the country.   

 

  
Roundy’s Supermarkets to 
hold hiring event tomorrow News 6/9/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Roundy’s Supermarkets will 

hold hiring events at all of its 

Pick ‘n Save and Metro 

Market stores tomorrow.  

The company says it needs 

to find more than 900 new 

employees for its 106 stores 

in Wisconsin, including full 

and part-time positions.  The 

hiring events will run from 

1:00-to-4:00 p-m.  The 

company offers benefits, 

including next-day pay, 

flexible scheduling, up to 

21-thousand dollars in 

tuition reimbursement, 

competitive wages and 

discounts on the brands it 

sells.  Applications for the 

open positions can also be 

made online. 

Members of the Wisconsin 

Legislature’s budget-writing 



committee have given their 

approval to one-and-a-

half-billion dollars in building 

projects.  Almost 629-million 

is going to projects for the 

University of Wisconsin 

System.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers had 

proposed spending two-

point-three billion dollars on 

the projects, but the 

Republican-controlled Joint 

Finance Committee cut 

800-million.  Republicans 

say the governor was being 

irresponsible with his 

proposals,.  

The sun is going to look a 

little different if you gaze 

toward the sky Thursday 

morning.  A partial solar 

eclipse will happen over 

much of Wisconsin just after 

sunrise.  People down south 

will see about 31 percent of 

the sun covered and the 

partial eclipse will last for 29 

minutes.  There will be a 

little less coverage moving 



north, and the partial 

eclipse will last for 24 

minutes.  Scientists warn us 

to not look directly at the 

sun, use special solar 

eclipse glasses, create a 

pinhole projector, or use a 

solar filter on cameras or 

binoculars.  The next total 

solar eclipse is coming April 

8th, 2024. 
 

  
Investigation into a drowning 
on Mercer Lake continues News 6/10/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The investigation into a 

drowning on Mercer Lake 

continues.  Minocqua 

Police were notified of the 

incident Sunday night.  18-

year old Maxwell Pipp of 

Ixonia was being towed by 

a pontoon boat when he 

went under and wasn’t 

found for several minutes.  

He was not wearing a life 

jacket.   

To date, 25 states ended 

the $300/week federal 

bonus for the unemployed.  

And unless Wisconsin 

Governor Tony Evers vetoes 

it, which is expected, the 



Republican-controlled 

legislature voted to 

eliminate it as well.  The 

payments are blamed in 

part for prolonging the 

worker shortage.   

Meanwhile the GOP is 

being blamed for the 

potential loss of billions in 

federal coronavirus relief for 

K-12 schools.  It was earlier 

reported that amount 

would be around 1.5-billion 

but new figures from the 

state budget office show 

it’s closer to 2.3-billion.  

Republican members of the 

Joint Finance Committee 

approved less than 10% of 

what the governor 

requested, putting the state 

below federal requirements 

to qualify for the funding.    

With bi-partisan support the 

state Senate yesterday 

approved a measure 

prohibiting police from 

using chokeholds.   

The Marshfield Clinic Health 



System and Security Health 

Plan announced their 

Behavioral Emotional Social 

Traits or BEST grants.  These 

are online screening tools 

helping educators identify 

students needing positive 

behavioral support.  140 

schools across 40 counties 

benefit from the grants that 

provide technical support, 

bi-annual screenings for 

students, training, 

consultation and support.  

Area schools in the 

Chequamegon School 

District, DC Everest, Lac du 

Flambeau, Lakeland Union, 

Marathon County Head 

Start, Minocqua J1, 

Northland Pines, 

Tomahawk, Antigo, Wausau 

and Arbor Vitae/Woodruff. 
 

 
Gov. Evers says he’s against 
anything that makes it harder 
to vote in the state News 6/10/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says he’s against 

anything that makes it 

harder to vote and 

expected to veto several 

Republican-backed 



election bills if they make it 

to his desk.  The measures 

passed the Senate and off 

to the Assembly.  Speaker 

Robin Vos says he’d like to 

find a compromise with the 

governor over a limit on 

drop boxes for ballots.  Vos 

wants guidelines for who 

can access the boxes and 

how the ballots are 

transported to the clerk’s 

office – so there’s no 

opportunity for anyone “to 

do anything nefarious.”  

More than a dozen 

election-related changes 

were approved yesterday. 

Wisconsin’s governor, 

attorney general and 

Department of Justice are 

suing the Legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee.  The 

suit asks an injunction be 

placed on a 2018 law 

giveing legislators 

significant oversight of 

Attorney General Josh 

Kaul.  Their lawyers argue 



the bill violates the 

separation of powers in the 

Wisconsin Constitution.  

Under Act 369 – the law 

being challenged – Kaul is 

precluded from 

compromising or 

discontinuing civil suits 

without the approval of the 

committee.  The Wisconsin 

attorney general’s office 

had discretion over settling 

those cases in the past. 

Former U-S Secretary of 

State Mike Pompeo says it’s 

not just the big companies 

that are being hurt by 

cybercriminals.  Pompeo 

joined a business 

roundtable discussion in 

Wausau yesterday hosted 

by Congressman Tom 

Tiffany.  He says U-S 

computer systems have to 

be secured and this country 

has to develop a way to 

respond to cyberattacks 

and increase penalties.  He 

says it’s not just the big guys 



– smaller Wisconsin 

companies and individuals 

are victims, too. 
 

 
Oneida Co. law officials are 
looking into a break in at a 
local restaurant News 6/11/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Investigators with the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department are looking 

into a break-in Wednesday 

night at Lizzy T’s Tamarack 

Tap in Lake Tomahawk.  A 

forced window was used to 

gain entrance but an 

audible alarm scared off 

the intruders.  Nothing was 

taken.   

Deputies with the Forest 

and Oconto County 

Sheriff’s department have 

three people in jail following 

a pair of armed home 

invasions June 4th.  20-year 

old Kevin and 16-year old 

Keilon Reed of White Lake, 

along with 17-year old 

Galen Daniels of Wabeno 

were arrested this week, 

with the teens being 

charged as adults.  

Investigators say a Wabeno 

home and another in the 



town of Mountain were 

entered where a 12-year 

old boy was threatened at 

gunpoint.  Cash, jewelry, 

firearms and prescription 

pills were stolen.  They were 

located after the K9 unit 

tracked them from items 

that may have been 

dropped at one of the 

scenes.   

A manure spill in Lincoln 

County was the cause of a 

fish kill in Devil Creek.  The 

DNR was notified 

Wednesday night of liquid 

manure running into the 

water, a tributary of the 

Wisconsin River from a dairy 

farm in the southern part of 

the county.  The amount is 

unknown from an open 

valve from a manure pit.  

The DNR and other 

agencies are investigating.   

Lambeau Field in Green 

Bay will once again be full 

for Packer games this 

season.  Team 



management also opened 

the gates for training camp 

and Family Night.  Proof of 

vaccination or masks are 

not required but people are 

urged to follow CDC 

guidelines. 

 
 

 
Wausau police arrest sex 
offender for taking off GPS 
monitoring bracelet News 6/11/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wausau police arrested a 

registered sex offender last 

night for removing his G-P-S 

monitor bracelet the day 

before.  Dispatchers got an 

anonymous report of a man 

matching John Dick’s 

description in the 

downtown Wausau area.  

When officers tried to take 

him into custody, they say 

Dick took off running.  They 

chased him down, put him 

in cuffs, and took him to the 

Marathon County Jail.   The 

39-year-old offender has 

been living in transitional 

housing near the county 

courthouse, but his 

whereabouts were 

unknown after he removed 



the tracking device.  Dick 

had been on “intensive 

supervision" since being 

released from prison in 

December. 

 

Two Wisconsin furniture 

stores have started offering 

incentives for new hires 

because traditional 

recruiting hasn’t turned up 

the number of workers they 

need.  Furniture and 

ApplianceMart and Ashley 

HomeStore say they have 

about 65 open positions 

and they are willing to 

sweeten the deal for 

people willing to work.  The 

incentives are said to be 

worth thousands of dollars.  

The idea is gaining some 

traction.  Managers there 

say the response so far has 

been promising. 

 

One of the state’s premier 

lake conferences, the 2021 

Northwest Wisconsin Lakes 



conference takes place 

next Friday.  A full day of 

sessions will appeal to 

students, property owners, 

government officials and 

lake lovers.  Lake related 

topics include shoreline 

stabilization and zoning, AIS 

prevention, habitat, history 

and more.  For information 

on the online presentations 

visit nwwislakesconference 

dot org. 
 

We could be in line for 

another round of severe 

storms this afternoon. Stay 

with us for the latest 

information. 
 

 
Fire fighters battle a blaze at 
an Arbor Vitae business over 
the weekend  News 6/14/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Several fire departments 

battling a blaze at Stingrays 

Bar & Grill in Arbor Vitae.  A 

portion of Hwy 51 was still 

closed to traffic early this 

morning.  The building was 

engulfed in flames as crews 

arrived.  The initial call 

came in shortly before 1:00.  

No other information is 



available.   

A three vehicle accident in 

Lincoln County yesterday 

afternoon killed two elderly 

people.  The Wisconsin 

State Patrol reported the 

chain reaction crash on 

Hwy 51 just north of the 

Town of Maine.  The 99 and 

88 year old victims were 

passengers in the middle 

vehicle and pronounced 

dead at the scene.  

Southbound traffic was 

diverted off 51 while the 

area was cleared.    

Bike trails in the Minocqua 

area have a new safety 

crew that’s a first in the 

state.  The Lakeland Area 

Mountain Biking 

Organization or LAMBO 

recently came together for 

form a bike patrol.  Similar 

to a ski patrol, trained bikers 

take to the area trails and 

can provide vital medical 

services if needed.  Their first 

event was Saturday’s 



running of the InSayner 23 

mile adventure race.  

Organizers said just having 

them there made people 

feel safe.   

The former head of the D-N-

R's sturgeon unit is facing a 

small fine for his role in a 

clandestine caviar ring.  

Thirty-six-year-old Ryan 

Koenigs pleaded no 

contest to one count of 

obstruction.  He was 

implicated in a scheme 

where sturgeon eggs 

collected by the D-N-R from 

spear fishers for testing 

purposes were instead 

being turned into caviar.  

He is accused of accepting 

about 20-thousand dollars’ 

worth of caviar by illegal 

bartering.   

 
 

 
Investigators are sifting 
through the remains of the 
business that was struck by 
fire in Arbor Vitae over the 
weekend News 6/14/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Investigators are now sifting 

through what’s left of 

Stingray’s Bar & Grill in Arbor 

Vitae.  An early morning fire 

gutted the restaurant that 



was closed at the time.  The 

initial call came in just 

before 1:00 this morning.  

Vilas county dispatch was 

still calling for crews past 

4:00 to help, mostly to 

protect the neighboring 

buildings.  The northbound 

lanes of Hwy 51 were 

closed as ladder trucks 

fought the blaze from the 

top of the structure.  The 

cause as of this time is still 

unknown.   

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says he’ll “most likely” 

veto legislation ending the 

300-dollar-a-week federal 

unemployment supplement 

payments.  More than two 

dozen other states have 

stopped them saying they 

were contributing to worker 

shortages.  Evers said he is 

reluctant to “take a very 

important benefit away 

from people when there’s 

no data to support that it’ll 

fix the problem.”  Businesses 



in many tourist areas say 

they have been forced to 

operate this summer with 

smaller staff sizes due to a 

lack of job applicants. 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

says the company’s actions 

show YouTube has too 

much unaccountable 

power.  The Wisconsin 

Republican has been 

suspended from uploading 

videos to YouTube for seven 

days.  Johnson is accused 

of violating its COVID-19 

“medical misinformation 

policies.”  During a June 

3rd event at the Milwaukee 

Press Club Johnson was 

taped criticizing the Trump 

and Biden administrations 

for working against the use 

of cheap, generic drugs to 

treat the virus.  YouTube 

doesn’t let content be 

loaded that encourages 

the use of 

Hydroxychloroquine to treat 

COVID-19. 
 



 
Menominie Casino and 
Resort the victim of a cyber 
attack News 6/15/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Menominee Casino 

Resort has been closed 

since Friday and now we 

know why.  Facility 

management confirmed 

the complex was the victim 

of a cyberattack.  An online 

message stated an 

attempted attack on their 

computer system caused 

technical difficulties and 

they’re working with law 

enforcement and 

technicians in the 

investigation.  Early 

indications found no guest 

or staff information was 

compromised.   

The State Supreme Court 

says local public health 

departments cannot close 

schools on their own.  The 

high court ruled against 

Public Health Madison & 

Dane County and their 

order from last August that 

closed all schools in the 

county. The court said 

public health managers in 



Madison misread state law, 

and were far too aggressive 

in determining what 

'reasonable and necessary' 

public health measures are. 

Madison's health 

department says taking 

away their power to close 

schools will put kids at risk 

the next time there's a 

public health crisis. 

The first phase of work to 

improve Hodag Park in 

Rhinelander begins this 

summer.  Comprehensive 

plans have been in 

development since 2014, 

beginning with an 

amphitheater and 

entertainment area.  As the 

work continues residents 

and visitors will enjoy 

gathering spaces for 

outdoor activities, 

enhancing the baseball 

fields and playground, 

more parking and seating 

areas, boat docks and 

more.  The city pledged 



$100,000 to the project, 

which was matched 

through the Rhinelander 

Community Foundation.  

Another $85,000 is available 

through donors.  Tax 

deductible donations can 

be made to the 

Foundation.  Completion of 

this first phase is scheduled 

for next spring.   
 

 
The FBI crime reports shows 
an increase in cyber crimes 
from 2019 to 2021 New 6/15/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The F-B-I Internet Crime 

Report shows a 69-percent 

increase in cybercrimes 

when last year is compared 

to 2019.  Wisconsin 

businesses haven’t 

escaped the online 

plague.  Authorities 

received reports from more 

than 83-hundred victims in 

this state with reported 

losses topping 36-million 

dollars.  Both the F-B-I and 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Justice are emphasizing 

how important it is for 

cybercrimes to be reported 

quickly.  Most of the losses 



came in compromised 

business emails, but 

investigators say 

ransomware is a growing 

threat.  The latest just shut 

down the Menominee 

Casino and Resort in 

Keshena.   

The Department of Public 

Instruction approved 13-

and-a-half-million dollars in 

funding for Wisconsin 

charter schools.  State 

Superintendent Carolyn 

Stanford Taylor says the 19 

federal grants help those 

schools with planning, 

opening, or expanding their 

education efforts.  State 

officials say this is the fourth 

round of funding from the 

U-S Department of 

Education.  The five-year 

grant program prioritizes 

schools that serve 

educationally 

disadvantaged students in 

grades six-through-12.  The 

majority of those schools 



getting the funds are 

downstate.   

As organized protests 

continue at construction 

sites, the Minnesota Court 

of Appeals approved key 

provisions, allowing the 

Enbridge Energy line 3 

pipeline replacement 

project.  The company is 

replacing the 1960s-era 

section through Minnesota 

because of deterioration 

and lack of capacity.  Last 

week over 1000 

environmentalists and tribal 

members gathered near 

the headwaters of the 

Mississippi River in an effort 

to block the project.  

Canada-based Enbridge in 

a state said are pleased 

with the ruling calling it a 

confirmation of previous 

decisions over the last six 

years.   

 
 

 
Covid relief funds given out 
to state groups and News 6/16/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The U.S. Department of the 

Treasury awarded $1.25 



businesses billion in COVID-19 relief 

funds to 863 community 

development financial 

institutions.  That includes 

the Wisconsin Indian 

Business Alliance, 

collectively awarded over 

$3.,-million to serve 

Wisconsin Native 

Americans.  The grants will 

be made through Treasury’s 

CDFI Rapid Response 

Program and will provide 

necessary capital for CDFIs 

to respond to economic 

challenges created by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, such 

as financial products, 

financial services, 

development services, and 

certain operational 

activities, and to enable 

CDFIs to build capital and 

loan-loss reserves.  

 

The former Oneida County 

Corrections Officer 

accused of having sexual 

contact with jailed women 



reached a plea deal in 

court yesterday.  26-year 

old Jacob Petitt took a no 

contest plea to a reduced 

count of lewd behavior and 

pay a $2000 fine.   He was 

charged with solicitation of 

prostitution and misconduct 

in public office. 

Investigators said he 

exchanged information 

about drug investigations 

for sexual favors.  

A casualty of the 

pandemics, the 

Rhinelander Partners in 

Education or PIE Recreation 

Rodeo, formerly the Bike 

Rodeo hasn’t taken place 

the last two years.  The 

annual event is for third 

graders.  Now, PIE is making 

sure students who missed 

the event get the free bike 

helmet they would’ve 

received had the event 

taken place.  They’re asking 

Rhinelander families who 



have kids entering 4th or 5th 

grades this coming school 

year to stop by either the 

YMCA of the Northwoods or 

Police Department by July 

2nd to pick up a helmet.  

The school district will also 

be handing out the helmets 

to kids in summer school.   

 
 

 
Oneida Co. hosting another 
Covid pop up clinic News 8/16/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A major concern for dozens 

of crews fighting the 

Chemtools fire in Rockton, 

Illinois is protecting the Rock 

River from runoff.  Local 

officials say the chemicals 

could produce “more of a 

nightmare than the fire.”  

The E-P-A has already 

placed absorbent booms in 

the river.  The Illinois 

Emergency Management 

Agency points to the 

importance of securing the 

river to avoid contaminants 

in an important drinking 

water source.  That is being 

prioritized right now over 

controlling the heavy 



smoke that keeps hundreds 

of residents near the plant 

away from their homes.  Fire 

crews are working around 

the clock in eight-hour shifts 

including five fire chiefs, five 

fire engines, and other 

equipment. 

A Senate committee is 

scheduled to vote on a bill 

created by U-S Senator 

Tammy Baldwin today.  The 

legislation supports and 

promotes women entering 

the trucking industry.  The 

Wisconsin Democrat’s bill 

also establishes a Trucking 

Advisory Board.  Baldwin 

says she’s working on this for 

women so families can 

have more economic 

security.  Driving 

commercial trucks is such a 

male-dominated world that 

she says women don’t 

realize they can do the job.  

Since the industry is 

struggling with a shortage 

of drivers, her legislation 



could also help the 

recovery of the U-S 

economy. 

The Oneida county health 

department will host 

another pop up COVID-19 

vaccination clinic next 

week.  On Tuesday the 22nd, 

anyone 12 and older can 

get the free Pfizer vaccine 

at the Rouman Cinema in 

Rhinelander between 2-

and-5pm.  There’s free 

popcorn, movie swag and 

upcoming movie previews.  

No appointment is needed.   
 

 
Former Shopko building in 
Rhinelander will have a new 
tenant in the spring  News 6/17/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Facing a certain veto from 

the Governor, the Wisconsin 

Assembly approved a bill 

banning transgender 

athletes from girls’ and 

women’s sports.  Passed 

along party lines, the 

measure now moves to the 

Republican-controlled 

Senate.  A number of states 

already have such a law 

and another 30 are having 

the same debate.  



Meanwhile Governor Tony 

Evers said he’ll be signing 

several other bills to make 

law enforcement more 

accountable.  Four 

measures, including a ban 

on chokeholds, passed with 

bipartisan support. 

 

The former ShopKo building 

in Rhinelander will have a 

new occupant as L & M 

Fleet Supply announced 

they’ll be up and running 

by next spring.  The 

Minnesota-based store has 

10 locations including 

Ashland and Hayward with 

more expanding into the 

UP.   L&M stores offer 14 

major departments 

including Outdoor Power 

Equipment Sales & Service, 

Fishing & Marine, Hunting & 

Firearms, Workwear & 

Fashion Clothing and 

Footwear, Automotive, 

Farm & Pet, Home 

Improvement and more. 



 

Police in Merrill threatened 

people with arrest to keep 

the scene of a train 

derailment clear.  The 

incident happened early 

yesterday morning below 

the Hwy K bridge near S 

Park and River streets.  

Federal investigators are 

looking to see how two 

Canadian National 

locomotives tipped off the 

tracks.  The engines were 

righted by 10:00 and work 

continues to repair the 

track.   

 

The price of lumber is finally 

coming down.  The 

ridiculous prices, caused by 

an industry caught short 

from the pandemic added 

an average $36,000 to the 

cost of a new house.  Since 

Monday prices have 

already dropped by 

around 40%.   
 

 News 6/17/21 1230p,530p 1:30 Legislation backed by 



Fire overnight brought fire 
depts. To Wausau’s west 
side 

Assembly Republicans and 

local governments would 

delay the drawing of 

political boundaries for a 

year or more.  Under the 

bill, county boards and 

local aldermanic districts 

would stay the same as 

they are now.  Redrawing 

those boundaries based on 

the 2020 U-S Census would 

be put on hold.  The bill 

wouldn’t affect redistricting 

for congressional or 

legislative districts.  Those 

borders must be redrawn 

before next year’s 

statewide elections.  

Democrats say the law 

would be unconstitutional. 

The Oneida County Health 

Department reminds 

residents of their community 

assessment on substance 

use survey.  Working with 

multiple partners the survey 

was developed to better 

understand how substance 

use is viewed in the 



community.  The 

information is confidential 

and is open until June 26th.  

County residents have a 

choice to complete the 

survey online or by 

contacting the health 

department directly.  The 

gathered data will be used 

to plan community 

prevention and response 

efforts. 

State health officials say the 

more dangerous Delta 

COVID-19 variant has been 

found in Wisconsin.  They 

believe this variant spreads 

more rapidly than previous 

versions but scientists don’t 

have enough information 

on it yet to understand its 

impact on severity.  Studies 

have shown the vaccines 

do provide some protection 

against this new strain and 

still urge people to get the 

shots.   

A fire overnight brought 

several departments to 



Wausau’s west side last 

night.  Officials said a piece 

of machinery sparked the 

blaze at O’Brien Steel on 

Sherman Street.  Dispatch 

got the call shortly before 

midnight.  The building 

wasn’t damaged and no 

injuries were reported.   
 
 

 
Merrill man faces two counts 
of sexual assault News 6/18/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

After tossing out most of 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers’ budget plan for the 

next two years, the 

Republican-controlled Joint 

Finance Committee 

wrapped up their version.  It 

now heads to the Assembly 

and Senate.  Some 

highlights were revealed 

yesterday that include 

income and property tax 

cuts totaling some $3.3-

billion dollars.  The GOP, 

under heavy criticism for 

cutting school aid to a level 

that may have 

endangered expected 

federal funding, put 



enough in to guarantee 

$2.6-billion in coronavirus 

aid for schools.   

Meanwhile, Governor Evers 

applauded the U-S 

Supreme Court's decision 

not to hear a challenge to 

the Affordable Care Act.  In 

a 7 to 2 decision yesterday,  

the high court said a group 

of Republican states 

couldn't show that so-

called Obamacare was 

harming them because the 

mandate to have insurance 

doesn't carry a penalty. 

 Evers said "health care isn't 

just for the wealthy, the 

decision is a critically 

important victory for our 

work to make sure 

everyone has access to 

quality, affordable 

healthcare coverage."   

Fourteen Republican 

Congressmen voted 

against making Juneteenth, 

or June 19th a federal 



holiday.  Among them, 

Wisconsin Congressman 

Tom Tiffany, who called it, 

“A race-based 

independence day.”  The 

holiday commemorates the 

end of slavery after the Civil 

War.  President Joe Biden 

signed it into law yesterday. 

A 21-year old Merrill man 

faces two felony counts of 

sexual assault.  Joseph 

Damico is accused of 

assaulting two individuals, 

one mentally ill and another 

disabled, both of whom 

were in his care at a group 

home.  He took a not guilty 

plea yesterday in Marathon 

County Court.   

 

 
UW Madison adding on 
veterinary building News 6/18/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A company contracted to 

help put out the major fire 

that has destroyed the 

Chemtool plant south of 

Beloit was using a foam 

containing so-called 

“forever chemicals” before 



the E-P-A stopped it.  The 

foam containing the toxic 

compounds called PFAS 

was sprayed on the fire 

Tuesday before state and 

federal officials intervened.  

Testing of groundwater and 

a nearby river has turned 

up none of the compounds 

so far.  Environmental 

agencies continue to test 

the air around the huge fire 

scene while dozens of 

families have been kept out 

of their homes since 

Monday morning. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services identified 

35 cases of the new Delta 

variant of COVID-19.  The 

new variant is said to be 

more resistant to vaccines if 

the patient has received 

only one dose and often 

results in more severe 

medical outcomes.  The 

new strain has caused big 

problems in India recently 

and is fueling a surge of 



new cases in the United 

Kingdom.  Public health 

officials have elevated it to 

a “variant of concern” for 

Wisconsin, a step taken 

earlier this month. 

 The University of Wisconsin-

Madison is breaking ground 

today on a 128-million-

dollar expansion project at 

its School of Veterinary 

Medicine.  Funding for the 

project was included in the 

state budget two years 

ago, although 38 million 

dollars is coming from 

private donations.  The 

project plans include a new 

building, doubling the size 

of the small animal hospital, 

increases the square 

footage of the large animal 

hospital, expanding lab 

space, and increasing and 

modernizing the space for 

infectious disease research. 

 

 
Forest Co. drug task force 
has been busy with recent News 6/21/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Investigators with the Forest 

County Sheriff’s office and 



cases Drug Task Force have been 

busy.  A search warrant 

executed Wednesday at a 

home on Charlie Samz 

Road in Argonne 

uncovered more than 55 

bags of prepackaged 

marijuana, along with larger 

bags, paraphernalia, large 

amount of cash and several 

firearms.  59-year old Gises 

Thunder was arrested, 

charged with felony 

possession with intent to 

deliver.  While performing 

the search, a car pulled 

into the property, then took 

off after seeing the officers.  

The vehicle was quickly 

stopped and the driver, 30-

year old Steven Kincaid of 

Argonne arrested, having 

drug paraphernalia in plain 

view.  He was also wanted 

for probation violations.  

Thunder was released after 

posting a $5000 cash bond 

while Kincaid remains in 

custody.   



The Drug Task Force later 

that day made a traffic 

stop and the K9 unit alerted 

to drugs.  23-year old Gage 

Tallier of Laona and 23-year 

old Jenna Piontek were 

arrested, charged with a 

number of felonies for 

possessing fentanyl, meth, 

LSD and other drugs.  Both 

are in the Forest County 

Jail.   

The Canadian border 

remains closed to American 

travel.  The public safety 

ministry, in cooperation with 

the US government have 

the restricting continuing 

until July 21st.  Officials are 

expected to release details 

today about fully 

vaccinated Canadians 

who return to the country, 

including an exemption 

from quarantine if they test 

negative for COVID-19. 

While northern Wisconsin 

picked up over an inch of 

rain and 30 MPH wind gusts, 



storms spawned a tornado 

in suburban Chicago.  

Trees, buildings and more 

were damaged near 

Darien, Burr Ridge and 

Naperville.    
 

 
A Rusk Co. man has been 
sentenced to a prison term News 6/21/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Rusk County man has 

been sentenced to four 

years in prison for a 

shooting in May of last 

year.  The victim told police 

the two were arguing when 

23-year-old Kyle Baker 

pulled out a gun.  He said 

he tried to grab it, but Baker 

stepped back and shot him 

in the stomach.  The 

shooting happened in a 

home on Eau Claire’s north 

side which is in Chippewa 

County.  Baker entered a 

no-contest plea to a 

charge of recklessly 

endangering safety.  The 

victim’s name hasn’t been 

released, but he survived his 

injuries. 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers has vetoed a bill that 



would have raised the 

income eligibility for the 

state’s private school 

voucher program to three 

times the federal poverty 

level.  Republicans said the 

change was needed 

because more families 

wanted to send their 

students to private schools 

during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  Evers says he 

doesn’t want to divert 

additional resources from 

public schools to private 

schools.  His move pleased 

the Wisconsin Education 

Association Council and 

groups representing public 

school administrators, 

school boards, and rural 

schools. 

The Wisconsin Dept of 

Tourism will award several 

Joint Effort Martketing 

grants to Northwoods 

destinations tomorrow.  The 

combined chambers in 

Forest, Langlade, Lincoln 



and Oneida Counties get 

$38,000 for ATV/UTV 

developments.  The 

Rhinelander Chamber 

receives over $39,000 for 

their continuing branding 

campaign and another 

$39-thousand plus goes to 

chambers in Forest, Iron, 

Lincoln, Langlade, Oneida 

and Price counties for their 

COVID-19 marketing 

campaign.  The 

presentation takes place 

tomorrow morning at the 

Rhinelander Chamber 

office.   
 

 
A string of car thefts in 
Lincoln Co. ends with the 
arrest of a man in Minnesota News 6/22/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A Silver Alert for an elderly 

woman and her son is 

canceled.  86-year-old 

Barbara Wilson of 

Marshfield hadn't been 

seen since Thursday and 

last spoke with a family 

member on Friday. The 

woman lives with her adult 

son, Dale and their car was 

found abandoned in 

northern Wisconsin. The two 



were found safe in Price 

County and authorities 

have not released any 

information regarding how 

or where they were 

located. 

A string of vehicle thefts 

starting in Lincoln County 

ended with the suspect 

arrested in Minnesota.   

All 13 schools in the UW 

system are seeing increases 

in freshman applications for 

the fall semester.  

Admissions are up nearly 

30% over the past two years 

especially among minorities 

and first-generation 

students.  School officials 

say waiving application 

fees and suspending taking 

the ACT test among other 

things are affecting the 

increase.   

The Boys & Girls Clubs of the 

Northwoods ends its mask 

mandate today.  Officials 

with the organization have 

been monitoring local 



cases and member 

attendance but still 

recommend masks be worn 

by staff and members.  The 

Antigo-based clubs serve 

kids from first through 12th 

grades and will update 

members both online and 

through letters home. 

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association announced the 

hiring of LeVar Ridgeway as 

an assistant director for the 

organization.  He fills the 

position of Stephanie 

Hauser, who steps into the 

executive director’s spot 

July first.  Ridgeway was the 

athletics and activities 

director in the Shorewood 

School District for eight 

years and prior to that 

served 12 years in the 

athletic department at UW-

Milwaukee.   
 

 
A not guilty plea entered 
from a man accused of 
killing another man last News 6/22/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin school district 

leaders are urging state 

lawmakers to spend more 



December money on education.  

Several showed up at the 

state Capitol yesterday, 

warning the lack of funding 

will force them to cut some 

programs and courses that 

could result in the 

achievement gap getting 

worse.  The Legislature’s 

Joint Finance Committee 

committed an additional 

128 million dollars to schools 

in the two-year state 

budget finalized last week.  

Republicans on the budget-

writing committee say 

billions in federal 

coronavirus aid will give 

schools the resources they 

need. 

The nine-member Wisconsin 

People’s Maps Commission 

is seeking public input as 

new political district 

boundaries are drawn 

based on the 2020 U-S 

Census.  The next big 

election is the congressional 

midterms in November 



2022.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers has 

said 56 of Wisconsin’s 72 

counties have passed 

resolutions or referendums 

supporting a non-partisan 

group to be in charge of 

redistricting.  Republican 

leaders in the Legislature 

have said it remains their 

job to establish those district 

boundaries.  Currently, 

there is no deadline for 

completing that job. 

 A not guilty plea from the 

man accused of killing 

another in Marathon 

County last December.  

Jared Carl remains jailed on 

a million dollar cash bond 

accused of shooting 20-

year old Christian Schauer.   

A cooperative effort of 

tourism groups in Forest, 

Iron, Lincoln, Langlade, 

Oneida and Price counties 

announced the We Love 

the Northwoods 

Sweepstakes this morning.  



The tourism cooperative 

encourages visitors to the 

area and register at local 

chambers of commerce for 

the chance to win a $500 

summer adventure.  The 

promotion runs through 

August 2nd.   
 

 
Fire damaged several units 
in a Merrill Apt. complex 
yesterday News 6/23/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Fire yesterday heavily 

damaged several units of a 

Merrill apartment complex.  

Crews were dispatched to 

the Park City Apartments on 

the 700 block of Martin 

Street around 5:00 

yesterday afternoon where 

thick smoke was coming 

from the back of the 

building.  Several 

departments assisted city 

firefighters.  Nine people 

are being helped by the 

Red Cross with food and 

temporary housing.  No one 

hurt.  Eight of the 32 units 

were damaged.   

Governor Tony Evers is 

expected to veto a bill, 



approved by the Assembly 

yesterday, that would 

penalize local governments 

trying to defund police.  The 

measure passed the Senate 

earlier this month.  

Democrats called the GOP 

supported bill, “laughable”.  

Evers did sign several bills 

regarding law 

enforcement, including one 

banning choke holds 

except when used in self 

defense.  The Republican-

controlled Assembly sent 

several other bills and Evers 

is ready to veto those as 

well. 

Police in Antigo are looking 

for help in finding the driver 

of a vehicle that struck a 

young girl on her bike.  The 

incident happened 

Monday afternoon on 

Arctic Street.  Investigators 

said the driver asked if she 

was okay, then left.  The 

vehicle is a gray Ford 



Explorer or Chevy 

Trailblazer, possibly with 

some front end damage.  

Any information can be 

forwarded to Antigo Police. 

Earlier this week we told you 

of the missing Marshfield 

woman, the subject of a 

Silver Alert, found in Price 

County.  Now we learn 86 

year old Barbara Wilson was 

found dead, likely from 

exposure.  Her 63-year old 

son Dale, who was with her, 

is hospitalized.   

 

 
Gov. Evers expected to veto 
bills passed by republicans News 6/23/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers is expected to veto all 

the election changes 

approved by legislative 

Republicans this week.  The 

bills would limit 

opportunities for absentee 

voting and prohibit election 

officials from filling in missing 

information on the 

envelopes of returned 

absentee ballots.  The 



Senate already approved 

the measures making it 

through the Assembly.  

Supporters want more than 

a dozen changes made to 

the process after President 

Donald Trump’s 20-

thousand vote loss to 

President Joe Biden last 

November. 

And speaking of Biden, the 

President will visit 

southwestern Wisconsin 

next week to discuss 

agriculture and the rural 

economy.  That will be the 

president’s second visit to 

the Badger State this year 

and he’ll be joined by 

Agriculture Secretary Tom 

Vilsack.  A White House 

spokesperson says more 

details about the trip – 

including where the visit will 

be held – will be released 

later.  The president visited 

Milwaukee in February 

where a town hall 

broadcast was taped by C-



N-N.  Biden’s narrow victory 

at the polls in Wisconsin last 

November was critical to his 

election to the presidency. 

The Germantown Board of 

Education voted to limit the 

teaching of critical race 

theory to two elective 

classes.  Board members 

listened to more than 90 

minutes of public 

comments before making 

the decision.  Critics of the 

theory say it pits Black 

people and people of color 

against white people.  

School board members 

have changed their minds 

twice, banning it, then 

voting a few weeks later to 

reinstate it.  Educators say it 

has been in the school 

district’s curriculum for more 

than 11 years. 
 

 
Wisconsin is part of a 
national wave of republican 
backed bills fighting gun 
control News 6/24/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin is part of a 

national wave of 

Republican-backed bills 

fighting gun control.  The 

state Assembly already 



okayed it and yesterday 

the Senate approved a 

measure keeping the state 

from enforcing any future 

federal laws restricting or 

banning firearms.  Courts 

have consistently ruled 

against the GOP over such 

measures but lawmakers 

continue the effort.  

Besides, Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers has 

already said he’ll veto it.   

Meanwhile, both parties 

came together to end a tax 

paid on property by state 

businesses.  This isn’t the first 

time they’ve tried, but have 

failed since it pumps over 

$200-million into the state 

economy.  Governor Evers 

hasn’t said if he’d 

approved the measure that 

cleared two key 

committees yesterday. 

A Milwaukee man is jailed in 

northwest Wisconsin on 

charges including terroristic 



threats and eluding law 

enforcement officers.  A 

woman reported that she 

was hiking with others in the 

Town of Lenroot Tuesday 

morning when a man in a 

car pulled up and asked to 

borrow money.  She says he 

pulled out a gun and 

threatened them when 

they said they didn't have 

any cash.  Sawyer County 

deputies say the suspect 

fled on U-S Highway 63 

toward Hayward and 

authorities attempted to 

stop the vehicle but the 

driver led them on a chase.  

Officers used tire deflation 

devices to disable the car 

and 45-year-old Jason 

Whitefeather was taken into 

custody after an hour-and-

a-half standoff with 

deputies. 

The potential for severe 

weather will move across 

the area this morning and 



later this afternoon.  Stay 

tuned here for the latest 

information.   

 

 
Covid relief money used to 
help state paper mills News 6/24/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Assembly passed 

legislation that would use 

federal coronavirus relief 

money to save two closed 

paper mills.  The bill would 

make a 50-million-dollar 

loan available to a 

cooperative wanting to buy 

the century old Verso paper 

mill in Wisconsin Rapids.  It 

would also loan 15 million 

dollars to a second 

cooperative to buy the mill 

in Park Falls formerly known 

as Flambeau River Papers.  

Governor Tony Evers is 

expected to sign the bill 

when it reaches his office. 

Meanwhile, the owner of 

the building where the 

Whiting Paper Mill operated 

is going to get a 235-

thousand dollar invoice for 

tearing the building down.  



The Menasha City Council 

decided to move ahead 

on plans to demolish the 

structure at a meeting 

earlier this week.  It burned 

last month.  The building 

owners haven’t paid taxes 

on the structure in four 

years, running up a bill of 

about 700-thousand 

dollars.  Investigators are 

following several leads 

about the May 2nd fire. 

Officials with Chemtool’s 

parent company say 

sampling shows the air is 

clean at the site of last 

week’s huge plant fire 

showing no health risk to 

the surrounding 

community.  A 

spokesperson for Lubrizol 

Corporation says it hopes 

the results give people living 

in Rockton, Illinois “peace 

of mind.”  Also, the 

firefighting foam used 

initially to stop the major 

grease fire five miles south 



of Beloit was contained, 

cleaned up, and put into 

industrial storage tanks for 

disposal.  More than 100 

Rockton residents 

evacuated from their 

homes have filed two class-

action lawsuits against 

Lubrizol. 
 

 
New jobs will be coming to 
Rhinelander with the Blains 
Fleet Farm building a new 
store News 6/25/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Many more job 

opportunities are coming to 

Rhinelander as Blain’s Farm 

& Fleet announced they’re 

putting up a new store in 

the city.  The store, larger 

than 84,000 square feet will 

be built at the corner of 

East Timber Lane and Hwy 

17 near the ice arena.  The 

land was purchased several 

years ago and work is 

expected to be completed 

by next fall.  The Janesville-

based company has 43 

stores across Wisconsin, 

Illinois, Iowa and Michigan 

offering clothing, footware, 

tools and hardware, paint 

and supplies, automotive, 



sporting goods, 

housewares, pet supplies, 

lawn & garden and 

outdoor power equipment.  

The company plans to 

conduct hiring fairs in 

summer and early fall next 

year, expecting to fill about 

100 new jobs.   

The Minocqua Chain of 

Lakes will remain closed to 

walleye another four years.  

The Natural Resources 

Board approved a plan to 

extend the harvest ban to 

2025, allowing a one fish 

limit in April of that year.  

The ban began in 2015 as 

part of an effort to rebuild 

the dwindling walleye 

population in the Chain 

that includes Lakes 

Tomahawk and Little Tom, 

Mid, Minocqua and 

Kawagesauga.   

Businesses and 

organizations across the 

state that cater to tourism 

and entertainment can 



apply for grants.  More than 

$140-million is available, to 

be invested in industries 

hard hit by the coronavirus 

pandemic.  These include 

live event venues, movie 

theaters, summer camps, 

minor league sports and 

others.  Over half of the 

amount, some $75-million 

will go to  the lodging 

industry alone.  More 

information is available at 

the state of Wisconsin 

website.   
 

 
Brush runs open in Crandon 
today News 6/25/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources has 

determined that pumping 

more groundwater to make 

way for Enbridge Energy’s 

Line 3 pipeline won’t have 

a harmful effect.  The 

Canadian pipeline 

company initially got 

permission to pump about 

510 million gallons of water 

from the trenches it is 

digging for its replacement 

pipeline.  Now, it says it has 



to pump almost five billion 

gallons.  Pipeline opponents 

say that volume could hurt 

the quality of groundwater 

and potential impact 

sensitive wetlands, lakes 

and streams along the 145-

mile route.  They point out 

the area is already stressed 

by drought.  The D-N-R 

issued the permit anyway. 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos has hired two retired 

police officers to investigate 

possible “irregularities and-

or illegalities” in last 

November’s presidential 

election.  Vos says he is also 

going to hire a third 

investigator and an 

attorney to oversee the 

process.  It’s supposed to 

take three months to 

complete, with investigators 

paid 32-hundred dollars-a-

month.  Former President 

Donald Trump lost by just 

20-thousand votes in 

Wisconsin.  There have 



been multiple claims of 

irregularities in the vote 

count, though lawsuits have 

gone nowhere. 

The 28th running of the 

Forest County Potawatomi 

Brush Run in Crandon 

opened today with 

practice runs and with 

increased payouts in many 

divisions.  Top tier big truck 

sportsmen categories will 

see $38,000 in special cash 

prizes in addition to the 

purse in the Champ Off-

Road series.  An addition 

$10,000 will be added to 

the many of sportsman 

classes as well.  The event 

runs through the weekend.   
 

 
Hwy blocked in Athens 
yesterday due to fire News 6/28/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

State Hwy 97 was closed in 

Athens yesterday 

afternoon.  Firefighters were 

called to a structure fire 

around noon between 

Schlegel and Alfred streets.  

No other information was 

readily available. 



The name of the victim of a 

two vehicle crash Saturday 

afternoon was released by 

the Marathon county 

sheriff’s department.  40-

year old Matthew Froelich 

of Minnesota died in the 

accident on Hwy 29 and 

County E.  A female 

passenger is hospitalized in 

serious condition while 

another man sustained 

minor injuries.  Two juveniles 

were unhurt.  That accident 

reported shortly after 1:30 in 

the Township of Frankfort. 

Attempts to ban absentee 

ballot drop boxes was 

turned back by the state 

supreme court.  It was a 4-3 

vote from the high court.  

The justices would not 

however take up the case 

to prohibit election officials 

from filling in missing 

information on ballot 

envelopes.   

President Joe Biden will be 



talking agriculture and rural 

economies with a stop in 

LaCrosse this week.  The 

White House, while not 

giving specific details, said 

he’ll be accompanied by 

Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack.  

Biden will also be pushing 

his bipartisan infrastructure 

framework with the visit 

tomorrow. 

US Senator Ron Johnson 

addressed the Wisconsin 

Republican convention in 

the Dells Saturday and said 

the country is making 

progress on racism, but 

that’s not good enough for 

liberals.  Johnson launched 

an attack on liberals who 

he said have grown angrier 

the last several years and 

want to impose everything 

they want on conservatives 

who just want to be left 

alone.  He encouraged 

delegates to “take back 

our culture.” 



 

 

  
One person hurt in Athens 
fire and charges could be 
filed News 6/28/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A former justice on the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

will lead the investigation 

into what Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos calls “voting 

irregularities.”  Michael 

Gableman will coordinate 

the efforts of three retired 

police officers who will be 

conducting the probe.  Vos 

announced the 

appointment of Gableman 

Saturday at the state 

Republican Convention in 

the Wisconsin Dells.  

Gableman told convention 

delegates he will fight for 

them to get to the bottom 

of what happened during 

last year’s presidential 

election.  The conservative 

Gableman served one term 

as a justice, deciding he 

wouldn’t run for reelection 

in 2018. 

Earlier today we told you of 

a fire in Athens that shut 



down Hwy 97 yesterday 

afternoon.  Now we learn 

one person was hurt and 

there could be charges 

filed.  Firefighters were 

called to a home on the 

200 block of Mueller Street, 

downtown just about noon.  

One man jumped from the 

second story but it’s not 

known if that was the 

injured person.  The cause is 

under investigation.   

The state Assembly and 

Senate votes on the budget 

this week.  The document, 

put together by 

Republicans after gutting 

proposals from Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers 

includes a cut in property 

taxes that would save most 

homeowners about $100.  

The non-partisan Legislative 

Fiscal Burear estimates a 

home valued at 197-

thousand would have a 

$3214 tax bill.  That’s about 

a $101 dollar decrease from 



last year.  The bill would 

increase by about one 

percent next year or 

roughly $32.  Tax changes in 

individual municipalities 

may affect those numbers 

according to the Bureau. 
 
 

  
State will allow gender 
neutral birth certificates 
beginning Thursday News 6/29/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Yesterday we told you 

investigators were 

suspicious of a fire in 

downtown Athens.  Now, a 

35-year old man faces 

charges in the blaze 

Sunday morning that 

destroyed a home.  When 

firefighters and deputies 

with the Marathon County 

Sheriff’s department 

arrived, Steven Mattfield 

barricaded himself on the 

second floor breaking 

windows then started a fire.  

He soon jumped out and 

was arrested, charged with 

arson and recklessly 

endangering safety. 

Beginning Thursday, birth 



certificates in Wisconsin will 

offer a new, gender-neutral 

option for parents.  In 

addition to mother-father 

there will now be an option 

for parent-parent.  The 

move reflects Governor 

Tony Evers’ commitment to 

gender-neutral terminology 

and recognizing families 

are now diverse and should 

all be recognized and 

valued in state systems.  He 

said all families should be 

valued and respected.   

Wisconsin house prices are 

skyrocketing, but buyers are 

still willing to pay. One 

Realtor estimates there are 

10-to-15 buyers for every 

house on the market.  The 

Wisconsin Realtors 

Association finds prices are 

beginning to fall.   

If you’re planning a 

fireworks display of your 

own for the Fourth, stop 



planning and start buying.  

Many are already getting 

hard to find.  With more 

people outside, stores and 

independent vendors are 

finding the incendiary 

devices hard to find.  One 

vendor told us shipping 

prices have more than 

doubled for containers of 

fireworks and that just adds 

to the challenges they 

face.  And a reminder for 

users to read the safety 

warnings and know that if 

the fireworks leave the 

ground, permits are 

needed in many 

communities.   

 

  
State senator Ron Johnson 
says the state isn’t being 
transparent when it comes to 
Covid vaccine reactions News 6/29/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

recognizes the COVID-19 

vaccine is saving lives, but 

he says public health 

officials aren’t being 

transparent when it comes 

to adverse reactions 

experienced by the 

patients.  The Wisconsin 



Republican held a news 

conference yesterday with 

six people who say they 

suffered bad reactions after 

getting the shots.  The 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention admitted a 

tiny percentage of people 

might have adverse 

reactions.  The group with 

Johnson said they want 

people to hear their stories.  

Some talked about 

shooting pain and one said 

they were unable to move 

after being vaccinated. 

Authorities in Dodge County 

say a man handling 

fireworks last weekend was 

injured so severely he had 

to be airlifted to a Madison 

hospital.  Emergency 

responders were called to a 

home in the Town of Lowell 

Saturday night.  The 55-

year-old man had suffered 

serious injuries to his hands 

and stomach.  He hasn’t 

been identified.  Dodge 



County Sheriff Dale Schmidt 

is using the injury incident to 

remind people about the 

state laws governing what 

types of fireworks they are 

allowed to have without a 

permit.  Schmidt didn’t say 

if the injured man was 

cited. 

The state Department of 

Administration will hand out 

one-point-four million dollars 

in grants through the 

Wisconsin Coastal 

Management Program.  

Forty communities will 

receive the grants intended 

to improve quality of life, 

promote economic 

development, and improve 

Great Lakes resources in 

those locations.  Local, 

state and tribal 

governments, regional 

planning commissions, 

universities, and nonprofit 

organizations are eligible.  

The Coastal Management 

Program is funded by the 



federal government. 
 

  
President Biden was in 
LaCrosse yesterday 
promoting his infrastructure 
plan News 6/30/21 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 President Joe Biden was in 

La Crosse yesterday, 

promoting his $1.2 trillion 

infrastructure plan.  

Accompanied by a 

number of state and local 

leaders, Biden said his 

American Jobs Plan will 

directly benefit  rural and 

working class Americans, 

stressing that plan was a 

bipartisan effort.  He also 

addressed environmental 

concerns in the state like 

flooding and contaminated 

drinking water.  He spoke 

directly of PFAs 

contamination, chemicals 

in everyday items that are 

now linked to cancer and 

other health problems.  The 

president said, “We’ll pay 

for that, we’ll get that 

done.”  He also touted the 

benefits the plan will 

provide, such as 

broadband, highways, 

roads, bridges and the jobs 



expected to be created.  

Republican Senator Ron 

Johnson issued a statement 

on the trip saying Biden and 

the Democrats refuse to 

acknowledge their socialist 

policies are creating 

greater dependency, 

hampering economic 

recovery and further 

mortgaging our children’s 

future, referring to the 

continued federal 

unemployment benefits.  

He suggest repurposing 

COVID relief spending for 

infrastructure, not new 

entitlements.   

Three drug companies 

control the market for 

insulin, and the prices, 

which have steadily 

increased over the years.  

Enter Walmart.  The chain 

will be selling its own private 

brand of analog insulin with 

prices up to 75% below the 

cost of competing 



products, saving people 

with diabetes thousands of 

dollars per year.  For some, 

the drug is no longer 

affordable for the 

medication that’s been 

around nearly a century 

with no generic version 

available.  Reaction from 

the American Diabetes 

Association welcomed the 

announcement saying they 

welcome all affordable 

solutions to managing the 

disease.     

 

  
Gov. Evers vetoed a bill that 
would have ended  $300 in 
state unemployment benefits News 6/30/21 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers vetoed a bill that 

would have ended federal 

unemployment payments 

of 300 dollars a week.  

Wisconsin businesses say 

the additional federal 

benefits are making it hard 

for them to fill open 

positions as the economy 

bounces back.  The 

Legislature voted three 

weeks ago to eliminate the 



federal bonus for 

unemployed people in the 

state.  The payments are 

scheduled to end in 10 

weeks otherwise, but 25 

states have decided to end 

the payments early.  Evers 

accused the Legislature of 

interfering and 

encroaching on his office’s 

authority to administer the 

unemployment insurance 

program in Wisconsin. 

Attention switches to the 

Wisconsin Senate after the 

Assembly gave its approval 

yesterday to the state’s 87-

billion-dollar budget.  

Republicans are hoping to 

get the two-year spending 

plan to the governor by 

tomorrow.   

Several Wisconsin stops 

would be on the route 

when a second Amtrak 

passenger train begins 

running between Chicago 

and St. Paul.  Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, and Amtrak are 



putting up 21 million dollars, 

with a federal grant 

covering nearly 32 million.  

The daily service would 

begin in 2024 with an 

estimated 124 thousand 

annual passengers.  The 

train would make Wisconsin 

stops at Mitchell 

International Airport, 

Columbus, Portage, 

Wisconsin Dells, Tomah, and 

La Crosse.  The trip would 

take about seven-and-a-

half hours. 

Officials at the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport will officially 

welcome United Express.  

Tomorrow morning the 

inaugural flight from 

Chicago O’Hare 

International Airport will be 

saluted with a celebratory 

water canon welcome.  

The carrier recently 

announced expanding to 

Rhinelander, joining Delta 

which provides service to 



the Twin Cities.   
 

 

 


