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Section I. Issues.

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community in this quarter:

A. Economy

B. New Gun Control & Public Safety Laws

C. Crime 

D. Health

E. Tourism

Section II. Responsive Programs

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues. 
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below.

A. Economy
Morning Newswatch: January 16th at 820am we conducted at 15 min interview 
with SIU Professor Buck Hales of the Cannabis Science Center on their plan to 
showcase construction materials out of Hemp. They want to use hemp crete and 
hemp lumber to create a geodesic dome. Buckminster Fuller was a member of 
the SIU faculty for years and the idea is to promote the use of hemp in 
construction and using a visually appealing structure to draw more attention for 
contractor’s, hemp farmers and tourists.

Morning Newswatch: January 23rd at 720am we conducted at 10 min interview 
with Ameren spokesman Tucker Kennedy. Ameren customers are now seeing 
their first power bills from some of the coldest winter weather to date. That on top 
of a steep rate increases have left their customers seeing shockingly high bills. 
Tucker explained about the energy auction and how those prices came about, as 
well as the increasing shortage of electric generation facilities. He also said 
natural gas which is purchased monthly has begun to see a price drop. 



Morning Newswatch: January 24th at 820am we conducted at 20 min interview 
with Brent Clark with Saline River Farms. This is a new business that would have 
around 400 workers who would process beef and pork from local farms. This 
project is a part of a Federal program to de-centralize food production and would 
create more opportunity for local farmers to grow beef and pork as well as the 
farmer who would grow their feed. 

Morning Newswatch: February 10th at 720am we conducted at 10 min interview 
with Ameren spokesman Tucker Kennedy on the request by Ameren for over 500 
million dollars in increases for 5 years for natural gas and electricity. We spoke 
on why they asking for the increase, why co-op members have lower rates and 
the future of coal fired power plants this region.

D. Health

Morning Newswatch: January 15th at 720am we conducted at 10 min interview 
with the head of the Southern Illinois Homeless Coalition Camille Dorris on the 
growth of the homeless population even in the smallest towns in southern Illinois. 
At the time of this interview this organization had around 650 homeless people 
and families that they were working with. They do have homes for a portion, but 
others remain on their own, living in cars, parks and towns. The issue of mental 
health that complicates finding work and acceptable home settings was also 
addressed. 

Morning Newswatch: February 24th at 820am we conducted at 20 min interview 
with the Mayor of Carterville and the Head of EMS Services for Southern Illinois 
healthcare on the shortage of EMT’s across this region. He told us that many 
counties have only 1 ambulance and that EMT staffing has become just as 
difficult as staffing for police and fire. He also spoke on a proposed state law that 
would require bodycams and its effect on rural communities’ budgets.

     E. Tourism

Morning Newswatch: February 6th at 820am we conducted at 20 min interview               
with the General Manager of the Walkers Bluff Casino and Resort, Craig 
Leveque. This new destination resort is under construction in Williamson County. 
They are looking for employees and to date have received 600 applications for 
400 jobs. This project has been years in the making and it was announced that 
they hope to be open by the end of the spring of 2023 and become a major 
tourist draw as a convention center and casino. 



Morning Newswatch: February 24th at 720am we conducted at 15 min interview               
with the Herbie Voss on the naming and creation of a new wood bat baseball 
team in Marion IL. This new team called the “Thrillbillies” will play 60 games, 30 
of which will be in the previously vacant Miners Ball Park. The plan is to use the 
team as a draw for a larger area around the ball park for family entertainment for 
southern Illinois and the region. 


