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Political 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 
a.) 01/03/14; .25; Pension Lawsuit:  Another day…another challenge to the State’s new 

pension law.  A group of state retirees filed a lawsuit in Sangamon County Court this 
week.  They say the State is taking advantage of them with these new changes.  We’re 
keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The issue is the reduction to yearly cost of living 
increases.  Current state workers will have to contribute less of their paychecks each 
month.  But this group of retirees says there’s no trade off for them.  So the retired State 
Employee Association filed suit in Sangamon County Court this week.  Their move 
follows a group of retired teachers who filed suit in Sangamon County Court this week.  
The suit also alleges the new law violates equal protection clause of the constitution 
because the judge’s retirement system was not included in the changes. 

b.) 01/07/14; .22; Unemployment Benefits:  The Senate advanced a six-point-four 
unemployment benefits another three months.  It still has to get final passage in the 
Senate and House.  Millions lost unemployment insurance benefits when they expired 
just after Christmas.  Losing about 300-dollars a week.  More than 10 million people 
started the New Year out of work.  A third of them have been jobless at least 27 weeks.  

c.) 01/16/14; .26; GOP Candidate Forum:  While the report shows the state isn’t ready for 
disasters.  Its apparent candidates are getting ready for the Primary.  The four 
Republicans who want to be Illinois next Governor came together for a forum on 
business.  It got heated quickly.  There are two other candidates running on the GOP 
ticket.  Kirk Dillard told the crowd he wants to stop the Democrats from dragging down 
the States.  And Bill Brady emphasized on what he’ll do to bring the state back to its 
glory days. 

d.) 01/24/14; .25; Illinois Report Card:  A new report shows the State’s finances aren’t 
getting any better.  In fact we’re at the bottom of the barrel in a new report.  We’re 
keeping you connected to the Capitol tonight.  George Mason University measured all 50 
states across the board.  Illinois ranks in the bottom five four out of five categories.  And 
overall-we’re 48th.  We took the report to the streets to find out what some state residents 
think about it.  And some of the other states that round out the bottom five are California, 
Connecticut and New Jersey.  They all have a history of poor financial management. 

e.) 01/29/14; .25; State by State:  Governor Quinn delivered his State of the State Address.  
The big topics a lot of people were waiting to hear about jobs and the economy.  Quinn 
laid out a blue-print for how he thinks the state should move forward on those fronts.  
First-he wants to create more jobs by giving small businesses loans and other incentives 
to grow.  And just like last year he wants to raise minimum wage.  Quinn wants people to 
make at least ten dollars an hour.  He says that will make the state more affordable for 



everyone.  Any new programs will likely need new money.  We’ll learn how Quinn plans 
to roll out all of these ideas during his budget address next month. 

f.) 02/03/14; .30; Rutherford Reaction:  The lawyer at the center of accusations involving 
two candidates for Governor is getting her side of the story out.  Christine Svenson is 
representing an employee in Treasurer Dan Rutherford’s Office.  Svenson says her client 
was forced to do political work in his state job which is against the law.  Rutherford says 
Svenson was trying to shake him down…asking for 300 thousand dollars to keep the 
story a secret.  Svenson told a Chicago radio station that’s not true.  Svenson also denied 
any ties to candidate Bruce Rauner other than a little contract work she did for him last 
March.  She also says Rutherford’s attorney introduced her to the Rauner Campaign. 

g.) 02/10/14; .25; Tax Question:  The State’s temporary income tax increase is getting ready 
to expire.  And Lawmakers can’t agree on a new set of rules.  Right now everyone in 
Illinois pays a flat five percent income tax.  Some Democrats want to change it a 
graduated system where higher earners pay higher taxes.  But the Republicans say that 
would be devastating for working families…especially in our area.  Supporters of the 
graduated tax say it would help Illinois get out of debt faster.  But Representative 
Mitchell says Illinois would be better off cutting taxes and cutting spending. 

h.) 02/17/14; .25; Budget Projections:  One of the State’s top leaders says our budget is a 
ticking time bomb.  And unless everyone comes to the table in the next few weeks…there 
could be some problems. We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  Senate President 
John Cullerton broke down the budget today.  He says next year the state will be almost 3 
billion dollars in the hole.  2 billion of that is lost when the State’s temporary income tax 
goes away in January.  Cullerton is calling for bi-partisan hearings starting Wednesday in 
Springfield.  He says he wants Lawmakers from both sides of the aisle to come forward 
with their deals to solve the problem. 

i.) 02/27/14; .25; Vermilion Clerk:  County Clerks are making the call on same sex marriage 
licenses.  And they’re coming to different conclusions.  Cook and Champaign Counties 
decided to issue licenses early before the new law starts.  But it won’t happen in 
Vermilion County.  The County Clerk there says the law tells them not to do it until June 
1st.  She says the State’s Attorney helped her make the decision.  Foster says she was 
surprised she hasn’t taken one phone call asking her to follow Cook and Champaign 
Counties.  We have heard from more County Clerks about issuing a marriage license to 
same-sex couples.  The Macon County Clerk says they’ll make a decision next week.  
Meanwhile McLean County will start next week. 

j.) 03/05/14; .23; Gun Rally:  Another controversial topic took center stage at the capitol 
today.  Gun Owners showed up to lobby for even more Second Amendment Rights.  
We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  Some of the first concealed carry permits 
have been issued.  But some gun owners worry another bill will come along to take away 
that right.  They sit it’s something they worked long and hard to get.  And it’s not 
something they want taken away.  Roughly 5-thousand concealed carry permits have 
been mailed out.  And some attending today’s rally have gotten theirs. 

k.) 03/12/14; .29; Wind Turbine Proposal:  Counties should lose control over where wind 
farms are built.  A bill in the State Senate would give the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture they say so.  The Senators behind the bills says several problems have come 
up in recent years relating to where turbines are placed and how they would be 
dismantled years from now.  That’s why he thinks it’d be a good idea to get the 



Department of Agriculture involved.  He wants that agency to draft some statewide 
standards.  So there won’t be any discrepancies from County to County. 

l.) 03/17/14; .30; Election Money:  Millions of dollars have been spent for tomorrow’s 
Primary Election.  And in some races there’s a clear leader when it comes to money.  
Bruce Rauner is in the race for Governor.  But in the 13 District Republican 
Congressman Rodney Davis has raised more money by himself than the five people 
running in his race combined.  That includes candidates on both sides of the ticket.  He’s 
raised more than one-point-seven million dollars.  The next closest person to that is 
Democrat Ann Callis.  She’s almost a million dollars behind him. 

m.) 03/31/14; .34; Sunday Car Sales:  The last time you bought a car in Illinois…you 
probably didn’t do it on a Sunday.  But that long-standing ban is getting looked at, by 
Lawmakers.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  A Republican State Senator is 
sponsoring a bill that would lift the ban on car sales on Sundays.  Senator Jim Oberweis 
called on the Federal Trade Commission to comment on the 30-year ban.  The FTC 
responded with a letter last week.  They said it’s anti-competitive and harmful to 
consumers.  This could make it harder for car shoppers to find deals.  But some car 
dealers say…people like that they’re closed on Sunday’s.  The reason the so called “blue 
law” has been in place since 1982 is some auto dealers  wanted Sunday to be a day of 
rest. 

 
 

Education 
 
WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 01/03/14; .20; Admissions Glitch:  A technical glitch caused some confusion for students 
trying to apply to the U of I.  The University just started using a new application this 
year.  The system was supposed to close at midnight last night.  Instead it started locking 
students out at midnight on New Year’s Eve.  Reps say they got it fixed within a few 
hours and contacted all the students affected by the issue.  More than 33-thousand people 
applied to the U of I last year.  7-thousand of them ended up on campus.  The students 
applying now will find out if they were accepted by next month and start in the fall. 

b.) 01/09/14; .25; Mike Thomas Extension:  Trustees at the University of Illinois may give 
the athletic director an 80-thousand dollar raise.  Base pay for mike Thomas would go up 
to 554-thousand dollars.  He was hired 2 years ago at 475-thousand.  The deal would also 
extend his contract by 2 years.  Some of the trustees are looking at the proposal.  
Wisconsin’s Athletic Director is the highest paid in the Big-10 at 1.2 million.  The lowest 
paid is Penn State’s A.D. who makes 396 thousand dollars. 

c.) 01/13/14; .20; U of I Tuition:  For the second straight year the U of I is proposing a 1-
point-7 percent.  Tuition increase for incoming freshman.  That means students would 
pay about 200-dollars more a year.  The Board of Trustees will vote on the 
recommendation at its meeting next week.  The increase is in line with a policy that aims 
to keep student cost increases at or below the rate of inflation. 

d.) 01/22/14; .25; Kid Art:  Fourth graders in Tuscola put on their own history lesson.  They 
created a video book covering the history of Tuscola.  It takes you all the way through the 
alphabet with each letter representing a piece of the town’s history.  And they even put it 
into poetry.  Their teacher says it’s a new way for students to learn the material.  You can 
watch the whole video on our website illinoishomepage.net. 



e.) 01/28/14; .25; Snow Day Family Impact:  “Snow Days”-“Cold Days” call them whatever 
you want.  Kids have been out of school for a lot more days this month than usual.  So to 
keep the kids busy and still keep their minds active some parents say they’ve started 
taking trips to the library.  While they’re there many of the kids play games with each 
other.  And others take advantage of the quiet time to read.  Children we talked to say 
even though it’s fun to miss so many days of school—they’re ready to go back.  Another 
indoor options around Champaign the Orpheum Children’s Museum Downtown. 

f.) 02/06/14; .25; School Security:  One State Lawmaker wants to make all Illinois Public 
Schools safer for students.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The bill calls 
for a school safety task force.  It would create a safety plan for all schools statewide.  The 
goal is to improve schools with weaker security measures – so they’re ready in case of 
emergency.  But some say this one size fits all approach might not be the best idea.  
Critics also worry about the cost.  They’ll likely need state money to make the changes. 

g.) 02/13/14; .27; CU Boards:  A new after-school program is teaching kids in Champaign 
about art.  It’s called Art-Speak and is run through 40-North.  Kids from Edison Middle 
School meet every Thursday at the Idea Store to put their creativity to the test.  Most 
recently the students have been designing their own skateboards.  Once they’re done-
they’ll be put on display in Champaign and Urbana.  40-North is hoping to expand this 
project into other schools and classes.  But they need more skateboards first.  If you 
would like to donate-learn more at illinoishomepage.net. 

h.) 02/21/14; .20; Science Kids:  Another group was focused on science.  The “Next 
Generation School” students have been working on their experiments for more than a 
month.  One student we talked to wanted to see whether people could focus better if they 
ate junk food or healthy food.  Sugar lovers may be sad to hear what she found out.  
Other students tested whether kids or adults were better at finding “Where’s Waldo”?  
Their parents were invited to come this afternoon and see their experiments for 
themselves. 

i.) 02/25/14; .25; U of I Lab:  The University of Illinois is getting a new addition.  A non-
profit group called U of I Labs has been awarded a 70 million dollar Federal Grant to 
help launch the Digital Lab for manufacturing.  It will be the first of its kind.  The Lab in 
Chicago will help create new manufacturing technology and provide specialized job 
training.  The group has already raised 250 million dollars 

j.) 03/04/14; .28; Art Students:  Students in Champaign are giving kids across the world a 
piece of home.  In tonight’s Classroom Connection.  It’s called the Memory Project.  Art 
students from Centennial High School paired up with orphaned kids in Mexico.  And 
they’re drawing their portraits.  It’s to give them a personal keepsake that many don’t 
have.  The drawings will be finished and sent at the end of the month.  When the kids get 
them…it’ll be recorded on tape.  That video will be sent back to Centennial before 
graduation so they’ll be able to see how excited the kids were. 

k.) 03/11/14; .29; Champaign School Plans:  In Champaign School leaders are looking at 
new options for grades K-8 for the future.  Edison Middle School and Doctor Howard on 
a list of schools that could get redone.  The School Board looked at about 18 different 
plans last night.  Three of them have risen to the top of the list.  In two of the scenarios 
Dr. Howard would be rebuilt on a new site.  For a third the elementary would get torn 
down and rebuilt right where it is.  District Leaders have been using special software to 
see what would be the best move.  There are a lot of ideas on the table…but no final 



decisions made yet.  If you want to get involved with the discussion there’s a school 
board meeting at the end of the month.  To see some of these plans for yourself heat to 
illinoishomepage.net. 

l.) 03/20/14; U of I Quarterback Club:  A U of I Booster Club needs new leadership after all 
the officers and board members resigned.  University leaders say President Michael Byrd 
resigned a few weeks ago but didn’t say why.  After that the rest of the Leadership had to 
step down.  Now a group of former club presidents are working together to help the 
group move forward.  People who were on the board on re-apply.  But University leaders 
say it’s unlikely they’ll get put back in their positions. 

m.) 03/25/14; School Testing:  This week some Illinois students are being given a test to help 
prepare them for a big change.  Instead of taking the I-SAT next year they’ll take the 
PARCC (Park) Exam.  This week about 125-thousand of them are getting a feel for it 
through a practice test.  We’re keeping you Connected to the Classroom.  So what’s the 
difference between the PARK and the I-SAT?  The biggest difference is that the majority 
of these exams will be done online.  These tests are tied to a learning system called the 
common core standards.  Standards the State have adopted beginning next year.  The goal 
is to establish a single set of clear educational standards for English-language arts and 
mathematics.  21-schools in Springfield’s District 186 are taking part in this test run.  
School leaders are glad they were chosen to take part in the practice.  The practice tests 
will be going on all week.  Not only will some schools get an early look at next year’s 
exams.  But the entire process should help the state work out any kinks in administering 
it. 

 
Crime/Law Enforcement 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 
a.) 01/03/14; .20; Edison Touching:  Champaign Police are investigating a case of sexual 

abuse at Edison Middle School.  Investigators say a 13-year old student reported a 27-
year old man touched her inappropriately in November.  Police say it happened in the 
building during the school day.  That man was affiliated with the District.  Police say they 
don’t believe he’s working there now.  No charges have been filed. 

b.) 01/10/14; .20; Gonzales Charges:  A Decatur man has been officially charged with killing 
his girlfriend’s son.  It’s a new update.  Manuel Gonzales was home alone with four kids 
on December 30th.  Court records say he pushed 2-year old Dominic Bradley with so 
much force it but a dent in the wall.  The Coroner says he died of blunt force trauma to 
the head.  Dominic’s mother may also face charges in connection with this case.  

c.) 01/14/14; .20; Reynolds in Court:  A former teacher at Rantoul Township High pleaded 
not guilty in court today.  26-year old Bryan Reynolds was charged with distributing 
harmful material to a minor.  Rantoul School District leaders say Reynolds sent sexual 
text messages and naked pictures to a student last year.  The former band teacher could 
face 1 to 3 years in prison. 

d.) 01/23/14; .20; Sex Crime Sentence:  A Mattoon man is sentenced to 60-years in prison.  
It’s an update from your News Leader.  27-year-old Joseph Hoult was arrested in 2012.  
Hoult pleaded guilty to criminal sexual assault of a child, and other sex-related crimes.  
He was just sentenced last month to 16-years on a federal charge of child pornography. 

e.)  01/28/14; .25; Tennessee Man: A Tennessee man accused of trying to pick up a 
Champaign girl will have to go to court again.  Today a judge declared a mistrial.  36 



year old Joseph Harrison was in the middle of this testimony when he said he was going 
to faint.  The Judge ordered Harrison to get a mental evaluation after he gets out of the 
hospital.  After that evaluation the trail can be redone.  Police say Harrison met the then 
11 year old girl in an online chat room.  Investigators say he drove to Champaign three 
times to meet her. 

f.) 02/04/14; .20; Giles Plea:  A Centralia man will spend the rest of his life in prison.  
Today Timothy Giles pleaded guilty to murder.  He admitted to killing a mom and her 
daughter in their Harristown home back in the summer of 2011.  Giles in custody battle 
with another woman living in the home.  She was hurt in the attack. 

g.) 02/13/14; .20; Bank Robber Plea:  A St. Joseph man pleads guilty today to robbing a 
bank.  27-year old Kaleb Shields robbed the Central Illinois Bank in Champaign last 
summer.  Police tracked him down at his house just minutes after the robbery.  He told 
them he did it to pay his drug dealer. 

h.) 02/20/14; .15; Rest Area Death:  A man was found dead at a rest area.  The Livingston 
County Coroner says the 61-year old stopped at the one on I-55 just South of Pontiac.  
His name isn’t being released.  Police discovered the body and say there was no foul 
play. 

i.) 02/24/14; .20; Baby Shaker Court:  A Charleston woman was in court today accused of 
shaking a toddler unconscious.  It’s an update from Your Local News Leader.  Patricia 
Brant is charged with aggravated battery of a child.  She owns and operates “Treasured 
Tots Daycare” in Charleston.  The State’s Attorney says Brant requested a different 
judge.  It was granted.  She’ll be back in court next week.  The toddler suffered brain 
injuries and remains in the hospital. 

j.) 03/04/14; .17; Drug & Weapon Arrest:  In Decatur….drugs and weapons put a man 
behind bars.  Police arrested 29 year old Tyler Davis.  Investigators found more than 300-
thousand dollars worth of marijuana in his home, plus cocaine, handguns and 24-
thousand dollars in cash.  One of the guns was reported stolen.  Davis faces drug and gun 
charges. 

k.) 03/13/14; .28; Hoopeston Shooting:  Hoopeston Police say it looks like a man shot to 
death Sunday night was just in the wrong place at the wrong time.  It’s an update from 
your news leader.  Investigators don’t believe Bruce Eldridge was the intended target.  He 
was visiting someone in a room next to his at the downtown motel.  A man dressed in 
black came in and shot him.  Then, someone chased the shooter into a dark SUV which 
took off.  If you have any information call Hoopeston Police or the Vermilion County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

l.) 03/18/14; .31; Deryke Court:  A 22-year old Justin Deryke pleaded guilty to killing his 
niece.  It’s an update from your News Leader.  He was charged with murder in the death 
of 7 year old Willow Long in Effingham County.  The judge sentenced him to life behind 
bars without the possibility of parole.  Willow long went missing last September.  Hours 
after her body was found Deryke confessed to killing her.  The judge said today by 
Deryke pleading guilty and avoiding a trail, it relieved the state, county and Willow’s 
family.  It’ll also save the county hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

m.) 03/24/14; .23; Home Invasion:  Champaign Police continue their search for two suspects 
wanted in connection to a home invasion.  One suspect 21-year Korey Coleman was 
caught.  Police say they broke into an apartment in Hanover Court.  The suspects 
punched a woman and stabbed a man.  They looked through their stuff before taking off 



in the victim’s car.  Police tracked them down.  That’s when two of the suspects took off 
on foot.  The victim’s are okay. 

 
Heath/Healthcare 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 
a.) 01/03/14; .22; Flu-Young Adults:  The CDC has a stern warning for young adults.  Get 

your flu shot.  Typically its infants and seniors most risk for the flu.  And this year its 
young adults and middle-aged people getting hit the hardest.  There were an unusually 
high number of reports over the last two months.  Many of the cases were linked to forms 
of the H1N1 virus.  That’s the strain that led to a pandemic five years ago. 

b.) 01/06/14; .15; Flu Season Worsens:  This year’s flu season is getting even worse.  Its 
tonight’s Med Center.  In just one week, the number of states reporting widespread flu 
has more than doubled from 10 to 25.  And two people have died.  They were a 25 year 
old from Indiana and a five year old from Oregon.  It’s not too late to get a flu shot.  The 
CDC says it takes about two week to build up immunity so in the meantime-remember to 
wash your hands. 

c.) 01/17/14; .30; Flu Hospital Warnings:  Hospitals say the flu outbreak is getting worse.  
And keeping some people from coming to visit is one way to stop it from spreading.  
Now signs barring the sick are posted on walls and entry doors of both St. Johns in 
Springfield and St. Mary’s in Decatur.  The notices are urging visitors…with cold 
symptoms, chills, and anything else resembling the flu, not to visit their parents…but it’s 
not just sick people they’re barring.  Those hospitals don’t want pregnant women and 
anyone under 18 to visit their patients. 

d.) 01/21/14; .25; Snorting Smarties:  Some police are aggressively trying to get the word out 
about a problem they’re seeing.  Many kids across the nation are now experimenting with 
a new and peculiar drug:  Smarties.  Authorities say that instead of eating the small 
candies, kids are crushing and inhaling them.  The habit could lead to scarring of the 
nasal cavity and infection.  Parents are urged to pay careful attention to their children’s 
behavior.  Health officials say if Smarties end up getting into the lung it can cause an 
infection.  And if someone is allergic to sugar they could end up having an anaphylactic 
reaction and die. 

e.) 01/28/14; .20; Flu Bug Frozen:  There may be one good effect from all this cold weather.  
Doctors say the frigid temperatures have indirectly put a small freeze on the flu virus.  
Usually kids pass it along when they’re together at school.  But since so many of them 
have been staying home instead hospitals have been seeing less reports of flue activity.  
Those numbers may go back up once class is back in session. 

f.) 02/03/14; .18; Vitamin E: Taking Vitamin C and E supplements may have a down side 
for athletes.  A study in Norway finds that high dosages may interfere with endurance 
training by disrupting cellular changes in the muscles.  Researchers say dosages of less 
than one-thousand milligrams of Vitamin C should be ok, or less than 540 milligrams of 
Vitamin E. 

g.) 02/12/14; .20; Medical ID Theft:  Having your identity stolen is growing in the medical 
field.  A recent study shows more than 40 percent of all identity theft happened in 
healthcare.  That’s more than banking, government records and education.  It includes 
information like your social security and health insurance number being taken.  The 
department of health and Human Services started keeping records in 2009. 



h.) 02/18/14; .20; Fraud Stats:  The Department of Justice has put an emphasis on tracking 
down Medicare scammers.  Digging deeper now.  In 2012 it launched more than 13-
hundred health care fraud investigations.  Those efforts helped recover 4-billion in 
fraudulent payments.  As part of the Affordable Care Act those caught scamming the 
system now get longer sentences. 

i.) 02/24/14; 20; Cancer No:  Do not use Beta-Carotene or Vitamin E supplements as the 
primary way to prevent Cardiovascular Disease for Cancer.  That’s according to new 
recommendations from the United States Preventive Services task Force.  The group says 
Beta-Carotene may actually increase the risk for Lung Cancer among those who are at 
risk for the disease.  The task force also found that Vitamin E is not effective in 
preventing Heart Disease or Cancer. 

j.) 03/06/14; 17; Sat Fat:  Saturated fat is getting a bad rap according to an editorial in the 
Journal Open Heart.  A leading cardiovascular researcher says low-fat diets do not lower 
the risk of heart disease or help a person live longer.  The expert says current dietary 
guidelines are based on flawed research from the 1950’s. 

k.) 03/10/14; .20; Cervical Cancer:  The drug Erlotinib may help prolong the lives of patients 
with cervical cancer.  In a small trail, researchers gave 36 patients the drugs combined 
with chemo-radiation, after three years, 80 percent were still alive and 73 percent had no 
disease progression.  Researchers say larger studies are needed. 

l.) 03/17/14; .14; Colon Cancer:  Colon Cancer cases among older Americans have dropped 
30 percent in the last 10 years.  That’s because more people are getting colonoscopies.  
The American Cancer Society published National Statistics that show colonoscopies have 
rippled in the last 10 years. 

m.) 03/25/14; .27; Health Extension:  With less than a week until the National Healthcare 
deadline more people are signing up.  But people could face penalties if they don’t enroll 
by Monday.  After that the sign-up will close until November unless you have a special 
circumstance, like giving birth or getting married.  Then if you’re still not enrolled you’ll 
have to pay one percent of your yearly household income or 95 dollars per person.  
Whichever is higher?  Those penalties go up each year you’re not covered.  Workers at 
CU Public Health say they’ve seen more people coming in lately to et signed up ahead of 
the deadline.  They’ve even extended their hours to help make it easier to get everything 
squared away.  Some people who haven’t signed up say they can’t afford it or don’t need 
it.  One of the most common problems people have applied but haven’t heard back yet.  
Public Health workers say sometimes it takes longer to hear back then you may expect.  
But be patient.  You shouldn’t need to re-submit your information if you did it correctly. 

 
Consumerism 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 
a.) 01/03/14; .23; AT&T Offer:  AT&T is offering T-Mobile customers a deal worth up to 

$450.00 dollars to switch carriers.  The wireless company will give T-Mobile subscribers 
a $200.00 dollar credit per phone line.  Plus up to $250.00 dollars for their smart phones 
if they switch over to AT&T.  The smaller T-Mobile has shaken up the cell phone 
industry with several new programs.  That includes its “uncarrier” strategy which 
eliminated contracts. 

b.) 01/10/14; 24; New Mortgage Rules:  New mortgage rules take effect today.  They’re 
aimed at protecting borrowers from abusive lenders.  The new federal policies are 



designed at reducing the risk of defaults and foreclosures.  Lenders now have to take a 
much closer look at borrower’s paycheck, credit card debt, car payments and other 
expenses.  But the new rules do not require a minimum down payment so first time 
buyers have a better chance at getting a loan.   

c.) 01/17/14; .19; Target Latest:  The cyber-security breach affecting Target Stores may be 
more widespread than originally thought.  An undetectable malware may be to blame-a 
malware cyber expert has never seen before.  They say other retailers could’ve been 
hacked to and not even know it yet.  Experts say it is imperative that anyone who’s used a 
credit or debit card be diligent.  New details have emerged from the breach investigation.  
They suggest the attack may have ties to organized crime from the former Soviet Union.  
So far the breach of credit card data could yield a 5-point-6 billion dollar payoff for the 
hackers. 

d.) 01/22/14; .18; Sears/Penney’s:  It’s been a tough few months for major retailers in 
Central Illinois.  The Sears in Champaign is already closed.  56 people lost their jobs 
there.  The closest Sears left in the area are in Danville, Bloomington, Springfield and 
Forsyth.  But the Forsyth Mall also took a hit.  JC-Penney is closing its store at Hickory 
Point Mall by May.  

e.) 01/31/14; .20; AT&T Jobs:  Another big company is bringing 200-jobs to the state.  
Illinois is the technology hub for AT&T.  The new jobs will be created in several cities, 
including Champaign and Springfield.  The company currently employs about 14-
thousand workers in the state.  To find out more about the jobs or to apply log onto 
illinoishomepage.net for the link. 

f.) 02/07/14; .14; January Jobs:  The latest jobs numbers show hiring warmed up a bit in 
January.  113-thousand jobs were added last month.  That’s an improvement from 
December but it’s lower than economists were expecting.  More than 10-million 
Americans were unemployed last month. 

g.) 02/11/14; .22; Car Seat Recall:  GRACO is recalling nearly 4 million car seats.  The 
recall covers 11 models sold from 2009 through 2013.  The Company has received at 
least 80 complaints about the seats.  Parents have reported having to use excessive force 
to unlatch the harness buckle.  In some cases, straps had to be cut to free children.  For 
more information parents can call the number on the screen or log onto gracobaby.com 

h.) 02/19/14; .25; Catlin Pharmacy Closing:  A local Landmark in Catlin is closing its doors.  
Sanders Pharmacy served the community for more than 30 years.  But the owner decided 
to retire.  He says it feels right and he wants to spend more time with his family.  All of 
the medicine and prescriptions will be transferred to CVS in Westville.  The building will 
soon go up for sale.  People in Catlin are said to see it go.  They made more money last 
year than ever before.  The doors will close on Friday. 

i.) 02/25/14; .25; Champaign Library:  Budget concerns at the Champaign Public Library 
could force cuts to hours and staff.  Unless the City Council steps in to help.  The Library 
Board is hoping the City will pay for 300-thousand dollars a year for this building.  
Mayor Don Gerard says there is some money left over in that fund that they could spend 
on the Library.  But that would take it away from other departments like police or Public 
Works.  And right now – Mayor Gerad says the library is already one of entities that get 
the most tax payer money.  Last year the city gave the Library a onetime payment of 500-
thousand dollars.  Gerard hoped that would give them incentive to look to other places for 



money like fundraising.  If they don’t approve the library’s plan it could mean staff and 
hour cuts.  The vote will be tonight. 

j.) 03/05/14; .29; Champaign Sales Tax:  There’s a new plan on the table to fix roads in 
Champaign.  The Public Works Department would get 300-thousand dollars to re-do 
some of the worst.  The reason behind it…filling all these potholes just isn’t working 
anymore.  In one week alone Public Works Crews filled more than 12-hundred.  They 
cost about six dollars apiece.  That was after a big snow storm in January.  Since then, 
Public Works crews say potholes have been popping out after being filled.  They hope by 
redoing roads, they won’t have that problem anymore.  The sales tax revenue will come 
out of the budget for the next fiscal year which starts in July.  City Workers have already 
started talking to contractors.  They hope to get started by the end of the month. 

k.) 03/12/14; .30 Water Concern:  That’s why local leaders have fought for years to keep the 
water in the Mahomet Aquifer safe.  More than 750-thousand people get their water from 
it.  Now a national organization may help protect it too.  The EPA may soon designate it 
as a “sole source” aquifer.  That would mean the group would review any projects that 
could endanger the water.  Something people have been trying to have happen for years.  
That includes Mayors from Champaign, Urbana, Bloomington, Normal plus state and 
federal lawmakers.  This issue has become even more important after a proposal came up 
for a chemical waste landfill over the aquifer.  It would allow PCB’s in the Clinton 
Landfill.  That’s a chemical used in motor oil.  Not only is the aquifer the only source of 
water for almost a million people it’s also the second source for people who use Lake 
Decatur and other suppliers around Central Illinois.  This proposal isn’t a done deal yet.  
Three-month public comment period starting tomorrow. 

l.) 03/19/14; .19 Toyota Settlement:  Toyota has agreed to pay one-point-two-billion dollars 
as part of settlement with the Justice Department.  Toyota recalled millions of cars in 
2009 and 2010.  Some cars would suddenly accelerate.  Investigators were looking into 
whether Toyota made false or misleading statements about the recall.  The settlement 
helps the company avoid criminal charges.  The 1-point-billion payment represents the 
largest penalty imposed on a car company in US history. 

m.) 03/27/14; .21; Unemployment Decrease:  More Illinois workers are finding jobs.  The 
number of Americans seeking unemployment benefits fell by 10-thousand last week.  
Illinois is one of three states that saw the biggest decrease.  Meanwhile, the economy 
grew more than expected, in the fourth quarter.  It grew at an annual rate of 2.6 percent, 
from October to December.  It only increased 1.9 percent for  all of last year. 


