
 

 

 

 

PROGRAMS PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 

October 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014 

 

 

Political 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 10/01/14; .15; National:  Netanyahu: President Obama met with Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu today. This is the first time the two leaders have met at the White 

House since the 50-day war between Israel fully supports the President’s efforts to 

degrade and destroy ISIS.  

b.) 10/07/14; .20; Legislative Audit Commission:  The probe into Governor Quinn’s 

Neighborhood Recovery Initiative could cause trouble for his campaign.  The Illinois 

Legislative Audit Commission met today for the first time in months.  Later this week the 

group is expected to call some of Quinn’s former top officials to answer questions.  An 

audit found the group may have miss-spent millions of dollars.  

c.) 10/13/14; .17; Durbin Sumps:  Many State and Federal offices were closed due to 

Columbus Day Holiday.  No holiday for hose campaigning for office.  We’re your Local 

Election Headquarters.  Senator Dick Durbin was out talking to voters.  Facing State 

Senator Jim Oberweis, the Democrat has a double-digit lead in most polls.  He says one 

of the major differences between him and his opponent is his stance on Medicare.  Durbin 

was campaigning with fellow Democrat Judge Ann Callis. 

d.) 10/21/14; .21; Clinton for Quinn:  Governor Quinn is getting some Presidential support 

this week.  Yesterday – President Obama was in Chicago.  He also voted early with the 

Election Day just two week away.  And today another visitor former President Bill 

Clinton.  Clinton also campaigned for Senator Dick Durbin as he talked to workers and 

labor leaders.  Bruce Rauner’s Campaign is expected to get some celebrity backing 

tomorrow.  New Jersey Governor Chris Christie is expected to meet in Rockford. 

e.) 10/30/14; .30; Campus Voting:  U of I students are fighting for the Right to Register to 

vote on Election Day.  The Student Body President says they sent a letter to the 

Champaign County clerk about three weeks ago.  Students say they’re so busy sometimes 

they’re not able to register ahead of time.  But they still want to vote.  An election code 

make it possible for voters to register on November 4
th

.  But the County Clerk says his 

team didn’t get enough advanced notice to put a plan in place.  The Clerk says if it’s legal 

they could look into having Election Day registration on campus in the future.  But it 

won’t be happening next week. 

f.) 11/05/14; .31; Absentee Impact:  Governor Quinn has conceded but still the State Board 

of Elections hasn’t declared a winner.  They won’t, until all the votes have been counted.  

And that could take a while.  Election Leaders have 14 days to gather and tally any 

absentee ballots mailed in.  That also includes provisional ballots cast Monday or 

Tuesday.  Then they have another seven days before their final totals are due to the State 

Board of Elections.  They have to have the time to make sure they collect votes coming 



from other parts of the country or from military members overseas.  The State Board of 

Elections won’t announce a winner until November 30
th

. 

g.) 11/10/14; .24; Treasurer Too Close:  The Election for Treasurer continues to get closer 

almost one week after voters went to the polls.  We’re Your Local Election Headquarters.  

A website monitoring the latest election counts has Republican Tom Cross ahead by just 

393 votes.  Cross is running against Democrat Mike Frerichs for the open Treasurer’s 

seat.  There are still thousands of ballots to be counted.  Many are provisional, and won’t 

be opened until next Tuesday. 

h.) 11/19/14; .28; Treasurer Absentee Count:  The gap in the race for Treasurer is getting 

wider as late votes keep coming in.  We are your Local Election Headquarters.  

Illinoiselectiondata.com is reporting Democrat Mike Frerichs is now up more than 3-

thousand votes.  Two hours ago he was winning by only about 500.  That’s a big 

turnaround from yesterday when Republican Tom Cross was up nearly 700 votes.  

Counties around the state tallied absentee and provisional ballots today including here in 

Urbana.  

i.) 11/24/14; .20; Obama Premiums:  Premiums for the most popular plans under the 

Affordable Care Act are going up.  They’re rising about 5 percent.  But many more 

insurers are offering plans for 2015.  That means there is a wider selection, and likely 

cheaper offers to choose from.  You have until December 15
th

 to decide, otherwise you 

will be automatically re-enrolled in your old plan. 

j.) 12/01/14; .30; White House Aid:  A Congressional Aid is resigning, days after criticizing 

the President’s daughters over social medial. It’s in your National News Headlines.  The 

aide wasn’t happy with how the girls acted at the White House Ceremony pardoning the 

turkeys.  Here’s part of it…”Try showing a little class…act like being in the White House 

matters to you.  Dress like you deserve respect, not a spot at the bar.  And certainly don’t 

make faces during televised, public events.” The comment hit Facebook Friday and blew 

up immediately. 

k.) 12/10/14; .30; What’s next for the State:  There could be questions about who will 

appoint the successor for comptroller Topinka.  The Illinois Constitution says Governor 

Pat Quinn must fill the vacancy by appointment.  However, with Topinka’s term ending 

in the middle of next month, Republicans say Governor-Elect Bruce Rauner will have the 

ability to make a new appointment for the next term.  However, the State’s election code 

says an appointment lasts until a new officer is elected and qualified.  That rule could 

mean Quinn’s appointee could serve until the 2018 election. 

l.) 12/18/14; .33; Governor Calls Special Session:  Before the Governor-elect is sworn in 

Governor Pat Quinn may have one final piece of business to take care of.  Quinn is 

calling for a special session.  He wants Lawmakers to vote on a plan for a special 

election.  He wants the legislature to put the Comptroller’s seat on the ballot in 2016, two 

years ahead of schedule.  The seat was left vacant by late Judy Baar Topinka who died 

suddenly last week.  Quinn agrees with the Attorney General who says it’s important 

people have a chance to elect a new Comptroller.  Rather than letting Bruce Rauner’s 

appointee serve the full four-year term. 

m.) 12/26/14; .20; Quinn Clemency:  With his term coming to an end Governor Pat Quinn 

granted 179 clemency petitions.  In the same motion he denied 425.  Quinn’s 

Administration received more than 2,500 cases.  The clemency petitions acted upon this 



week are part of dockets dating back to 2008.  Since taking office, Governor Quinn has 

acted on nearly 4 thousand clemency petitions.  He’s granted more than 1,400. 

n.) 12/30/14; .18; North Korea Sony Hack:  The U.S. is standing by its belief that the North 

Korean Government is responsible for the Cyber Hack on Sony Pictures earlier this 

month.  It’s in your National News Headlines:  The State Department says that it is also 

possible some assets outside of North Korea were involved, but that North Korea is 

ultimately responsible. 

 

Education 

 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 10/02/14; .20; School Funds:  The Federal Government will spend 2 million dollars on 

better school security.  The grant will help Districts put together plans focused on 

emergency operations.  The money can be used over 18
th

 months.  The goal is better 

safety in the classroom with prevention efforts to help students with social and emotional 

problems. 

b.) 10/06/14; .24; Kids Play:  A story book character came to life for students in Decatur 

today.  Its tonight’s Classroom Connection.  Two of the kindergarten classes at Baum 

Elementary presented to story book character Apple Annie.  The students made a video 

explaining why “Annie” should keep her farm.  They gave her examples of things to 

make with the fruit.  Teacher say this is a way to get the students more engaged in 

learning.  To guide their project based learning experience student gathered research 

through various aspects.  One including a trip to the Apple Orchard. 

c.) 10/15/14; .20; Kids Serve Meal:  Some local alternative students are focused on what 

they’re learning.  And they shared their knowledge with the State Board of Education 

today.  Students showcased their lessons in Urbana.  Hands-on coursework teaches them 

about gardening and growing food and vegetables and eventually they cook with it.  

Today they served their home grown meals to board members.  Among the food served, 

acorn squash soup and mixed greens.  After lunch students told board members how their 

lives have changed thanks to this program. 

d.) 10/21/14; .28; Rantoul Parents:  Rantoul Parents are voicing their thoughts on changes to 

some grade school classes.  It’s a follow-up from your local News Leader.  We told you 

yesterday that students have new “special” classes this year.  District leaders added 

technology, social skills and writing to the music and gym classes kids were already 

taking.  That’s for third, fourth and fifth graders.  The Superintendent says the changes 

give teachers more time to work together.  But parents say their kids need a break from 

traditional classrooms.  District leaders say kids still get physical activity every day 

during recess.  But parents say that should be more of a social time.  Parents say they’d 

like to see more open communication with administrators so they can be involved in 

future changes.  

e.) 10/28/14; .25; Mental Health Money:  Illinois schools are hoping to better identify and 

respond to mental health issues among students.  Today the State Board of Education 

received a 1.9 million dollar Federal grant for that cause.  A large portion of the money 

will be shared among several school districts.  One of those is Decatur Public School 

District 61.  Champaign’s Unit 4 will also receive a grant.  It’s to help improve the 

mental health literacy of adults who interact with students. 



f.) 11/05/14; .18; Danville SRO:  Some additional security is headed to Danville High 

School.  The District wanted another Student Resource Officer patrolling the school.  

Last night the City Council approved the request.  The District will pay 75 percent of the 

officer’s salary and benefits.  The city will pay the rest.  The officer is expected to start in 

December. 

g.) 11/13/14; .20; College Tuition:  The cost of college tuition across the country had gone 

up once again.  2014 numbers from the College Board Report show the average price for 

in state students at four-year public schools is up almost 3 percent.  Illinois averaged the 

5
th

 highest for in state tuition and fees.  And that cost is up 11 percent in the past 5 years.  

That means students are paying more than 12-thousand dollars a year.  Illinois tuition has 

also gone up at 4-year colleges.  That went up 26-percent with an average cost of nearly 

26 thousand dollars. 

h.) 11/17/14; .19; School Funding: The fall veto session is already getting started in 

Springfield.  Tomorrow afternoon legislators may take up an education funding bill.  The 

bill would move more state funds to poorer school districts.  Giving less money to 

wealthier ones.  Superintendents we spoke with today say the legislation creates winners 

and losers among educators.  Superintendents tell us regardless of where they 

stand…what’s most important is that funding for education is being discussed.  The 

House could vote on the bill this week.  

i.) 11/24/14; .20; Higher Ed Funding:  Preparing for the Worst?  Leaders at State 

Universities say letting the personal income tax expire in December, could drag down 

higher education.  Agencies across the state are being asked to cut deep from their 

budgets.  That includes the Executive Director for the Board of Higher Education.  The 

head of that Department told University Leaders to find a way to cut 20 percent from 

their budgets.  The final plan for the cuts will be presented to Governor-Elect Bruce 

Rauner and the legislature who design their own budgets.  The plan is to show lawmakers 

what the worst case scenario could look like.  The board said with a 20 percent revenue 

loss, classes and jobs would likely be cut.  The board says it will try to find a way to 

make a budget work as best as possible under the circumstances. 

j.) 12/02/14; .27; Education Funding:  Education Reform is again turning heads this veto 

session.  A group of educators have something to say about it.  Vision 20/20 which 

consist of the State’s Principal Association and Superintendents.  They met at the Capitol 

this morning.  They’re hoping to get the General Assembly to take action on their 

proposal.  They say the current education system is broken.  And they need Lawmakers 

to focus on 21
st
 Century learning, shred accountability as well as equitable and adequate 

funding.  Vision 20/20 hopes to advance their plans through legislation over the next 6 

years. 

k.) 12/08/14; .35; Year Round School:  Long summer breaks may soon be a thing of the past 

for students in Danville.  District leaders are thinking about moving everyone to a 

balanced calendar.  One of the grade schools they have already made the switch.  Kids at 

Northeast Magnet School go to class year-round.  That happens in 9-week blocks.  

Students and teachers get three weeks off in October and March.  Plus two weeks off 

around Christmas.  For summer break they get six weeks off.  District Leaders say 

moving to a balanced calendar would give kids the same amount of time in class.  But 

having shorter breaks helps them remember more of what they learn.  A committee will 

get together next month to talk about what would need to happen to make the transition.  



District leaders say since this would be a drastic change in school policy they will go 

slowly and look at the challenges and opportunities.  As for some kind of timeline they 

plan to take about two years just to consider the options.  So any changes they decide on 

could happen after that. 

l.) 12/16/14; .29; Oakwood Teacher:  Nearly ten hours of talks and there’s still no deal for 

teachers in Oakwood.  This is a WCIA 3 update.  The teachers union and the Oakwood 

Community Unit School District were unable to reach an agreement after yesterday’s 

meeting.  At issue the length of the contract and how much teachers will make.  The 

District offered a three year deal with the change to renegotiate their pay the third year.  

The teachers want a two year deal with everything on the table the second year.  But no 

word on how much teachers will make.  No new talks are planned.  The teachers union 

will meet tomorrow – they’ve previously said their next step would be to strike. 

m.) 12/22/14; .32; Champaign Unit School Board:  It’s the last day to apply to be a School 

Board Member in Champaign County.  Candidates must file their paperwork with the 

County Clerk’s Office.  If you meet today’s deadline the names will appear on the ballot 

in April.  Here’s a look at the people who filed in the City of Champaign so far.  We’re 

your Local Election Headquarters.  If voted in these candidates could have input on the 

rebuilding of the high school.  In January the current board will decide if the 149 million 

dollar Referendum will appear on the ballot again in April.  It failed in November’s 

election. 

n.) 12/30/14; .24; EIU Tuition Assistance:  All thanks to a new law, Eastern Illinois 

University students may be getting a break from high tuition cost. It’s called the Panther 

Promise.  The law allows EIU to offer a 25-hundred dollar discount.  That’s per year for 

four years if a 2.0 GPA is maintained by the student.  It would help students coming from 

households earning between 35-70 thousand dollars annually.  The legislation passed the 

law this year. 

 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 10/01/14; .21; 2 Month Old Beaten:  An Urbana man was arrested for beating his 

daughter.  19-year old Anthony Wilkins is charged with aggravated battery.  Police say 

he was taking care of the 2-month old over the weekend.  When the mother picked her up 

on Monday she noticed the baby had trouble breathing.  The child had five broken ribs 

and damage to her esophagus and liver.  She’s expected to make a full recovery. 

b.) 10/10/14; .12; Burglary Arrests:  Burger King in Mattoon was burglarized overnight.  It 

happened in the 15-hundred block of Charleston Avenue.  Three people were arrested.  

Two 18-year olds…Allison Blakemore and Damian Webb.  And 21 year old Myles 

Hensley.  

c.) 10/17/14; .14; Strangulation Sentence:  A Sangamon County man has pleaded guilty to 

murder.  27-yearold Daniel Mueller was sentenced to 30-years for strangling his 

girlfriend at their Springfield home two years ago.  The Sangamon County State’s 

Attorney says Mueller will likely serve all 30 years. 

d.) 10/23/14; 20; Campus Nonsense:  Two brothers who pulled a prank at the U of I aren’t 

allowed back on campus.  Police got several phone calls about people dressed up in 

Halloween outfits wielding knives yesterday.  It turns out those knives were fake.  The 



two brothers said they were only trying to have fun.  Police say they took it seriously 

because it caused a lot of panic among students. 

e.) 10/27/14; .13; Shooting Latest:  One man is dead and another is still in the hospital after 

two weekend shootings.  Both happened early Saturday morning.  One in the 900 Block 

of West Bradley Avenue in Champaign.  The other near Summit Ridge and Hedge.  

Police are investigating if the two are related.  They say they don’t believe the attacks are 

random. 

f.) 11/06/14; .18; Sex Charges:  An Urbana man is charged with sexually exploiting a minor.  

A Federal grand Jury indicted 38 year old Talon Wright.  Prosecutors say he persuaded 

the minor to be involved in sexually explicit activity in December 2011 and January 

2012.  Police also found pictures of child pornography.  Wright is being held at the 

Moultrie County Jail. 

g.) 11/14/14; .20; Sex Abuse Charges:  A maintenance man at an Urbana apartment building 

is accused of assaulting a little girl.  65 year old Norman Simpson is charged with 

criminal sexual assault and abuse.  Champaign County Deputies say the girl visited the 

building often.  She’s now 11 years old.  Simpson is accused of attacking her when she 

was between age 6 and 10. 

h.) 11/21/14; .15; Steeples Court:  A Coles County Court is reviewing new evidence in a 

murder case.  Larry steeples is accused of killing a woman back in April.  Now his 

attorney claims he might not be mentally competent to stand trial.  A judge is looking 

over a mental fitness test before making a decision. 

i.) 11/25/14; .24; Christian Co. Baby Death:  Investigators are looking into the death of a 

one-month old in Christian County.  A preliminary autopsy shows the baby boy may 

have suffocated.  911 got the call yesterday morning.  The boy was unresponsive and not 

breathing in the 100 Block of Richardson Street in Kincaid.  The Sheriff’s Department 

says Lucas Burchi may have been sleeping with someone else.  More tests are being 

done.  The investigation is on-going. 

j.) 12/05/14; .15; Guilty: Darmel Smith:  A man accused of killing his ex-girlfriend is found 

guilty of murder.  Today Darmel Smith was found guilty of killing Sheena Williams last 

year.  Prosecutors say he was mad she called the police on him.  He’ll be sentenced next 

month and could get 60 years in prison. 

k.) 12/08/14; .22; Westville Robbery:  A Westville man is in jail for an armed robbery in 

Danville.  He was arrested this weekend.  30-year old Dustin Lawson is being held at the 

Vermilion County jail.  Danville police say Lawson robbed the Walgreens on, 400 W. 

Fairchild on Saturday.  They say Lawson went into the store and asked for a pack of 

cigarettes.  Then when the clerk handed them over, he showed a knife and demanded 

cash. 

l.) 12/17/14; .22; Inmate Update:  A fugitive arrested at the U of I is going back to prison.  

It’s an update from your Local News Leader.  Michael Ward escaped from a federal 

prison in Terre Haute Sunday.  A U of I Police Officer found him at the undergraduate 

library Monday.  U.S. Marshall’s picked him up from the Champaign County Jail to take 

him back.  Authorities are still looking into how he escaped.  The prison has minimum-

security.  

m.) 12/23/14; .23; Murder Update:  The Champaign County Coroner is examining the body 

of a murdered Champaign man.  This an update from your News Leader.  40-year old 

Rashidi Overstreet was killed in the 400-Block of Brookwood Drive.  Family member 



say Overstreet went to a party just a few doors down from his house.  Police say around 

1:00 a.m. Overstreet was shot and killed.  A 35-year old man was also shot in the torso.  

He’s recovering after surgery. 

n.) 12/30/14; .21; Man Shot in Butt:  Police are investigating a different shooting in 

Champaign.  They now have a warrant out for the suspect.  It happened in the 900 Block 

of Bradley Avenue today.  Police say a group of men got into a fight.  That’s when one of 

them pulled out a gun and shot another man in the butt.  The victim went to Carle 

Hospital.  Police recovered a BB gun weapon.  No arrests have been made. 

 

 

Heath/Healthcare 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 10/03/14; .22; U of I Precautions:  Ebola is also being talked about at the University of 

Illinois.  It is temporarily shutting down a study abroad trip to West Africa.  The 

University typically offers a course in Sierra Leone that focuses on agriculture, 

government and policies.  It would have sent students during winter break.  But the fear 

over safety and security has suspended the program.  The University stresses this is a 

temporary decision.  It’ll watch to see things settling down in West Africa when 

resuming the trip. 

b.) 10/09/14; .17; No Flu Mist:  Carle is out of flu mist.  The Clinic ordered 35-hundred 

doses of the nasal vaccine.  It’s only gotten around six hundred and they’ve used them all.  

A spokesperson says there is a distribution issue and should have more spray later this 

month. There are still plenty of flu shots.  Flu Clinics will run as scheduled. 

c.) 10/17/14; .22; Ebola-Web/Taskforce:  Health officials will also set up a task force 

focused on Ebola.  We’re digging deeper for you now.  That panel will make sure people 

and hospitals are prepared.  The taskforce will be made up of medical, healthcare, 

emergency workers and State officials.  The Department of Public Health is also creating 

a website for healthcare partners.  The Governor is expected to announce the panel 

members next week. 

d.) 10/20/14; .10; Flu Shots Delayed:  If you’re looking to get a flu shot in Vermilion County 

you may want to look elsewhere.  The County Health Department is temporarily 

suspending its flu clinic for a few weeks.  They’re out of the vaccine but more is coming.  

The Department offers protection against 4 strains of the flu.  Announcements about 

future clinics will be posted.  Go to our website at illinoishomepage.net and we will have 

a link. 

e.) 10/29/14; .22; State STD’s:  Illinois ranks 7
th

 in the nation for the number of estimated 

cases of AIDS.  In Med-Center 3.  The State is holding HIV and STD Conference in 

Springfield this week.  Hundreds statewide are expected to attend.  They’re sharing 

information and developing ways to slow down the spread.  And this is how the state 

ranks when it comes to other sexual diseases.  Some cases are worse than others.  

Syphilis cases most common. 

f.) 11/03/14; .24; U of I Medical Center:  Leaders at the U of I are sharing more plans about 

a proposed medical school.  The Chancellor says the start-up could cost about 37-million 

dollars.  But she says the revenue would be higher than that more than 44 million.  Carle 

planes to contribute more than 100-million dollars in the first ten years.  Plus there will 



be money from tuition, fees and other donations.  If this all works out the first students 

would start in fall 2017. 

g.) 11/14/14; .25; E-Cigs and Teens:  Earlier this month Illinois Law made it illegal for those 

under 18 to buy E-Cigarettes.  But new reports show more teens across the country are 

experimenting with the smokeless tobacco.  Three times the number of High School 

students who smoked E-Cigarettes in 2011 are smoking them now.  The report shows the 

need for stiffer regulations of all tobacco products, tobacco labeling, as well as tobacco 

marketing.  So far the FDA has not regulated E-Cigs.  Nearly 23 percent of High School 

students use tobacco products.  More than 90 percent of those teens smoke cigarettes, 

cigars, hookahs or pipes.  The report also shows that about 75 percent of High school 

smokers will be adult smokers. 

h.) 11/19/14; .26; Holiday Drinking:  When it comes to the holiday’s people can throw 

caution to the wind.  That’s with habits like spending, eating even drinking.  But a little 

bit of fun can have some long-term consequences.  DUI, shame and guilt.  Those 

negatives stick around long after the night is over.  The CDC is reminding people to track 

their alcohol consumption to keep control.  The CDC defines heavy and binge drinking 

for women as 4 or more drinks during a single occasion.  5 or more for men.  

i.) 11/25/14; .16; FDA Calories:  The FDA wants to change how we eat.  Grocery stores, 

vending machines, even amusement parks will have to label food and drink calories on 

their menus.  Health experts say they’re hoping this move will help you make more 

informed decisions.  Companies will have a year to comply. 

j.) 12/04/14; .20; Flu Shots Breakout:  More people in the State are dealing with the flu.  

The Department of Public Health is encouraging everyone 6 months and older to get a flu 

shot.  Next week there’s a greater push to get it done.  Health experts say the flu usually 

peaks in January or February but the season can last as late as May.  And even if it’s a 

tougher season they say a vaccination can help. 

k.) 12/08/14; .13; Lymphoma:  A new experimental cancer drug has been designated a 

breakthrough therapy for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma patients.  Researchers at the Dana-

Farber Cancer Institute found the Immuno Therapy Drug helped 87 percent of patients 

get to remission.  

l.) 12/15/14; .21; Health Care Enrollment:  You’re running out of time if you want health 

insurance to start January 1
st
.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The state is 

reminding people to sign up under the Affordable Care Act.  Get covered Illinois can help 

you do that but the deadline is 10:59 tonight.  Signing up alter means your coverage will 

start later.  To find a link go to our website illinoishomepage.net. 

m.) 12/22/14; .19; Sport Exams:  Researchers are recommending “Nationwide Standards” in 

sports exams for young athletes.  A study in pediatrics say that sudden cardiac death is 

the leading cause of death in young people playing sports.  The authors say all young 

athletes should undergo a comprehensive pre-participation physical for heart conditions 

and other health risks. 

n.) 12/31/14; .25; Flu Outbreak:  Emergency rooms across the country are getting a heavy 

dose of the flu.  Including Urbana.  The CDC says this year’s flu outbreak in now an 

epidemic.  In November Carle Hospital saw 20 cases of the flu.  In December two 

hundred cases.  Illinois is one of more than 20 states that are seeing high levels of the flu.  

But doctors say even with it being called an epidemic don’t be alarmed.  Both local 

hospitals are limiting patient visitations.  That’s to try and stop the virus from spreading. 



 

 

Consumerism 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 10/02/14; .25; Danville Retail:  A business owner in Danville wants to build a shopping 

center.  But first he’ll have to petition the city to do it.  The strip mall would be at the 

corner of Fairchild and Franklin.  The owner of the E-Z Mart owns the two houses next to 

it.  They’re both abandoned.  He wants to demolish the houses and start building.  But it’s 

not properly zoned.  He says he simply wants to help community.  A meeting is being 

held tonight.  He could get approved today. 

b.) 10/10/14; .38; IPI Report:  It could take Illinois years to recover from the 2008 

Recession.  And reports show it may take 7 more years for jobs to come back.  We’re 

keeping you connected to the Capitol.  There are 300-thousand fewer people working in 

Illinois today than when the recession began.  These findings come from the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics.  A study from the Illinois Policy Institute shows that since the technical 

end of the recession in 2009, Illinois has experienced some of the worst employment 

recoveries and economic growth rates in the country.  And the report shows that the jobs 

lost from that time won’t be fully gained back until 2021.  That would be 12 years after 

the end of the recession. 

c.) 10/13/14; .27; Small Business Grants:  When it comes to funding small business…Illinois 

gets high marks.  The Land of Lincoln ranks fourth among the states in its overall 

allocation for small business.  The U.S. Treasury Department awarded the State nearly 27 

million dollars to expand efforts to support small businesses and economic development.  

The award recognizes Illinois’ success in creating and expanding those opportunities.  

But staff at New Age here say Illinois is no longer the small business destination it once 

was.  A survey from the Chief Executive shows that Illinois ranked 48 in its overall 

business climate.  Not moving at all from last year.  The funds through the Federal State 

Small Business Credit Initiative will continue to grow as loans are repaid with interest. 

d.) 10/23/14; .20; Unemployment:  More people are finding jobs.  The jobless rate across the 

state continues to fall 6 months in a row.  In Champaign-Urbana the number has fallen 

from 7 point 9 percent last year to 6 percent this year in September.  Danville is down 4 

percent.  Decatur down from a little more than 12 percent to just under 8. 

e.) 10/29/14; .29; Rantoul Jobs AT&T:  More jobs are also coming to Rantoul.  The AT&T 

Call Center is now looking for workers.  This is an update from your News Leader.  Back 

in June we found out a call center in Springfield would be shutting its doors.  Those jobs 

are getting moved to Champaign County.  Many of them will end up in Rantoul. People 

have been working at the call center there since 1996.  It’s at the old Chanute Air Force 

Base.  People have already started interviewing for those jobs.  Some we’ve talked with 

say they’re excited for the opportunity.  200 people worked at the Springfield call center.  

Everyone from that location was offered a job at Rantoul.  A spokesperson says people 

who didn’t want to work there could get severance pay.  No word yet on how soon those 

positions will be filled. 

f.) 11/07/14; .20; Honda Recalls:  Honda has expanded a recall because of faulty airbags.  

The vehicles affected were built between 2003 and 2005.  And some troubling new 

details about that air bag recall.  A New York Times report claims, Takata Knew the 



airbags were dangerous ten years ago but covered up the results of secret tests.  Federal 

Safety Regulators have re-opened their investigation. 

g.) 11/12/14; .33; Veterans Jobs:  Finding a job after active military duty can be hard for 

veterans.  The City of Urbana would like to change that.  They held a veteran’s only job 

fair.  This is the first time the City held a job fair like this one and it won’t be the last.  

Roughly 24 veterans turned out.  5 interested in becoming firefighters the rest police 

officers.  The candidates got a folder with information to help them put together a good 

resume.  Mapping out ways to translate that military experience to paper.  They got a tour 

of the facility and then lunch.  Some who showed up say they’re thankful for the 

opportunity.  All of the candidate must pass a series of tests before becoming an officer 

or firefighter.  But by law they’ll get five performance points on their final scores, just 

because they’re vets.  

h.) 11/19/14; .21; Minimum Wage Bill:  Another Bill up for debate – a hike for the minimum 

wage.  That passed out of an Illinois Senate Committee today.  The sponsor made some 

changes to a previous bill.  The legislation calls for increasing the wage to 10-dollars an 

hour, starting in July.  Then the wage would go to 11 dollars an hour in 2017.  That’s for 

people 18 and older.  We’ll continue to follow that for you. 

i.) 11/26/14; .21; Unemployment Numbers:  New unemployment numbers show 

improvement on the job front.  The jobless rate has dropped for the seventh month in a 

row.  Here’s a look at some of the cities in our area.  Champaign-Urbana is a 6.3 percent 

as of October.  Last year at this time, the rate was 8.3 percent.  Danville is 8.5 percent and 

Decatur is down to 8.2 percent, from 12.4 percent. 

j.) 12/03/14; .21; Ameren Rate Hikes:  Ameren Illinois is closer to raising rates.  The Power 

Company wants to increase rates to help pay for upgrades.  The Company is asking 

Lawmakers for two more years to pay for the smart grids.  Today a Senate Committee 

said okay to that extension.  Right now Ameren has to get the work done by 2017.  The 

measure now goes to the full Senate for debate. 

k.) 12/09/14; .23; Decatur Library Changes:  The Decatur Public Library is looking to join 

forces with Macon County.  Right now the library has opened space on the second level 

of their building.  And the County wants to move some offices in there.  It would be a 

partnership for both groups.  The County would pay rent for the office space.  They hope 

it would help with building maintenance and repairs costs in the future.  Some say it 

could be a good move for everyone.  Library services would not change if this move 

happens.  Both groups plan to meet again next week. 

l.) 12/16/14; .28; Gift Card Program:  A new program in Champaign County could bring a 

boost to local businesses.  It’s called the Commerce Card.  It’s a reloadable gift card 

available through the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce.  There’s more than a 

dozen businesses where the card can be used.  One of those is Texture Home…a new 

décor store.  The Chamber wanted to create something to help the local economy.  

Members say it might also be the perfect gift.  The cards can be purchased and reloaded 

after the holidays too.  Any amount can be put on a card.  There’s also a phone app and 

website available to manage the card’s account.  For more information go to 

illinoishompage.net. 

m.) 12/23/14; .25; Decatur Drop Box:  If you’re looking for ways to throw away medication 

the City of Decatur has a safe way.  The Decatur Police Department has put together a 

drop box outside the station.  Officers had heard about the need to help people find a 



better way to get rid of old medicines.  So now people can drive through and drop it off 

no questions asked.  The drop box is open every day.  People can use it to get rid of any 

type of prescription drug that is not a liquid.  The Champaign Police Department has a 

similar drop box as do others as well. 

n.) 12/30/14; .25; Free Rides:  New Year’s Eve drivers around Champaign-Urbana can get a 

free ride home after midnight.  Tatman’s Towing has been picking up impaired drivers 

after the festivities for more than 25-years.  The owner say they usually take care of 

between 10 and 15 drivers a year and tow their cars home.  He says they do it on a first-

come-first served basis.  To get that ride tomorrow you can call 328-2424.  Your car must 

be drivable.  So the owner says broken down vehicles don’t count as part of this program.  

It’s free if you live within the city limits of Champaign, Urbana or Savoy.  Otherwise you 

can still get the service for a fee. 


