
 

 

 

 

PROGRAMS PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 

July 1, 2014 – September 30, 2014 

 

 

Political 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/01/14; .21; Same Day Voter Registration:  People can now wait until Election Day to 

register to vote in November.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The 

Governor signed the new law today.  The legislation also gives people more time to cast 

early ballots and doesn’t require a photo ID to vote early.  This law only applies to 

November’s election.  Republicans claim this is a ploy to boost democratic turnout at the 

polls. 

b.) 07/11/14; .22; Rauner Springfield:  Governor Candidate Bruce Rauner was in Springfield 

today to talk with veterans.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The 

Republican Candidate had a lot to say about his opponent and the investigation into one 

of his programs.  Governor Quinn’s Neighborhood Recovery Initiative Program is being 

reviewed at the state and federal level.  Rauner says now’s the time for Quinn to come 

clean.  We have reached out to Quinn’s Campaign for a response to Rauner’s remarks.  

But we didn’t get a response.  The Justice Department has asked state lawmakers to wait 

90 days before calling anyone to testify. 

c.) 07/16/14; .31; NRI Audit:  Tempers flared as Lawmakers debate whether to investigate a 

program started by the Governor.  His anti-violence effort in Chicago is already under 

federal scrutiny.  Subpoenaed witnesses were supposed to testify today.  But instead 

members of the Legislative Audit Commission took aim at each other.  Allegations and 

audits revealed taxpayer money found its way to gang members and in the pockets of 

public officials.  Today’s hearing had hoped to question witnesses involved in the 

scandal.  But, was blocked after testimony and letters from U.S. Attorney’s asked for a 

delay.  The Commission ultimately decided to delay for 90 days.  However, Democrats 

pushed a motion through delaying further if the U.S. Attorney needed more time. 

d.) 07/21/14; .23; National Guard Money:  More funding is on its way to help one military 

program.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The nearly 550-billion dollar 

Defense Department Funding Bill for 2015 contains new money for the Illinois National 

Guard.  The bill also provides an additional $31 million in funding for the National Guard 

Youth Challenge Program.  A portion of the funding will go to the Lincoln’s Challenge 

Program in Rantoul.  

e.) 07/30/14; .23; Obama:  President Obama announced new Economic Sanctions against 

Russia over Moscow’s support for Ukrainian Separatists.  The sanctions target Russia’s 

energy, weapons and finance industries including banking institutions.  European 

countries also issued new sanctions Tuesday.  This in response to Moscow’s support for 

pro-Russian rebels.  The rebels are believed to have shot down Malaysia Airlines Flight 

17 earlier this month. 



f.) 08/06/14; .25; Absentee:  If you won’t be around November 4
th

 you could cast your ballot 

early.  Champaign and all other Illinois Counties are launching absentee ballot requests 

this week.  Starting today, there are a number of ways registered voters can submit a 

request.  Here in Champaign County requests can be made…by phone, web, and e-mail 

and of course, in-person.  Requests will be fulfilled starting September 25
th

. 

g.) 08/13/14; .25; Dixon Renaming:  The Illinois state Museum could be getting a new name.  

It’s to honor the late Senator Alan Dixon who died last month.  He also served in the 

House and was one the youngest lawmakers there.  Governor Quinn initiated the change.  

He is working with the General Assembly to make it happen.  It will be named the Alan 

J. Dixon Building of the Illinois State Museum. 

h.) 08/19/14; .36; Term Limits:  A deadline to get term limits on the November ballot is 

looming for Bruce Rauner.  The Republican candidate for Governor has just a few more 

days.  He needs to win in court by the end of the week to get that idea on the November 

ballot.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  Advocates for term limits continue 

their push to persuade the Supreme Court to overturn its decision.  The measure was 

thrown out last month after a Cook County Judge shot down the proposal.  But attorneys 

representing Rauner appeared in Illinois Appellate Court last Thursday asking for the 

court to overturn that ruling.  The Illinois Supreme Court will make the final decision.  A 

term limits committee gathered about 600-thousand signatures.  The proposal would limit 

legislators to 8-years in office and increase the number of votes needed to override a veto.  

A circuit court called the effort unconstitutional.  Rauner believes the measure will pass 

with full support if it makes the ballot. 

i.) 08/29/14; .22; ISIS:  President Obama said the U.S. has no strategy yet to defeat Islamic 

Militants in Syria.  The President told reporters that while the U.S. Military could 

“Route” the Sunni Muslim Group known as “ISIS” on the ground, the problem would 

return as soon as U.S. Forces left.  He said he will send Secretary of State John Kerry to 

the Middle East to drum up support from surrounding nations to confront ISIS. 

j.) 09/05/14; .25; Registered Voters:  The election is just around the corner.  Thousands have 

already taken advantage of a new law to get them out to vote.  Online voter registration 

passed the General Assembly last year.  But it didn’t start until July 1
st
.  Since then the 

State Board of Elections says the numbers continue to climb with people wishing to vote.  

To register online you’ll need an Illinois Driver’s License or State ID.  You also need the 

last four digits of your social security number and your current address. 

k.) 09/12/14; .20; Rutherford Latest:  The sexual harassment case against Treasurer Dan 

Rutherford is heating up once again.  The attorneys for the man suing Rutherford say a 

federal judge should reject attempts by Attorney General Lisa Madigan to dismiss the 

case.  Stating that there’s enough evidence and case law exists to pursue the case.  

Rutherford’s attorneys must respond to the latest filing by September 18
th

. 

l.) 09/18/14; .22; National Terrorism:  We’re learning about a new and growing terror threat 

coming out of Syria.  It’s an Al-Qaeda Cell.  Nearly everything about it is classified.  

What we do know…there are tougher passenger screenings at two dozen foreign airports.  

Security agents are searching for hidden explosives.  Laptops and phones with dead 

batteries are banned.  Sources say terrorists are working on new hard to detect bombs. 

m.) 09/22/14; .17; ISIS:  World leaders from across the globe are descending on New York 

this week.  They’re meeting for the 69
th

 UN General Assembly.  President Obama is 



expected to promote his strategy to destroy ISIS.  He’s bringing the case against the 

terrorist group to the United Nations in an attempt to build a collation. 

n.) 09/30/14; .30; State Planes:  If you’re in the market for an airplane the State has just the 

thing for you.  Illinois has been trying to auction off 9 airplanes – planes used to fly 

lawmakers around.  They’re worth almost 10 million dollars.  The State has sold two, for 

about 130-thousand dollars total.  The two planes that were sold were small Cessna’s 

bought in the 1970’s.  However, the two biggest ticket items are still on the auction 

block.  Lawmakers call this a political stunt.  Because the IDOT fleet still has several on 

the Beech craft and another helicopter.  The new auction period began yesterday.  

Anyone with the money for a deposit can bid on any of the aircraft.  This is the second 

round of auctions for these planes. 

 

Education 

 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/03/14; .25; Monticello Survey:  The Monticello School District wants to build a new 

high school.  More than half of those who responded to a survey say they’d support it.  

The survey asked if voters would approve the 40-million dollar project in November.  

The Superintendent was surprised by all the feedback.  The Board will decide by mid-

August if they’ll put it a new school on the ballot.  One way to pay for it is with a hike to 

the Monticello Sales Tax.  If voters approve the new high school could open in 2017. 

b.) 07/09/14; .18; Catlin/Jamaica Merger:  Two school districts are a step closer to 

consolidating.  Catlin and Jamaica Schools want to merge.  Junior High students would 

go to Jamaica and High School students to Catlin.  The Illinois State Superintendent 

approved a measure sure this week.  It’ll let the issue be on the November ballot so voters 

have the ultimate say. 

c.) 07/14/14; .20; Student Loan Suit:  Few kids can afford to go to college without student 

loans.  Now some companies are accused of targeting them for a scam.  We’re keeping 

you connected to the classroom.  Some lawsuits have been filed in Champaign and Cook 

Counties.  They allege “deceptive practices.”  These companies claim to offer debt 

relief…but force consumers to fork over their credit card numbers.  Madigan says these 

companies are luring students with ads on radio, TV and on-line. 

d.) 07/22/14; .27; Back to School:  Summer break is almost over for some students in 

Champaign.  Tomorrow is the first-day of school for kids on the balanced calendar 

schedule.  That includes Barkstall and Kenwood Elementary.  The first day for regular 

calendar schools in Champaign is August 20
th

.  It’s probably no surprise we’re paying 

more to send the kids back to school.  Retailers estimate families with grade-school 

children will spend about 700-dollars on back-to-school expenses.  Spending is up 5 

percent over a year ago. 

e.) 07/31/14; .22; Crosswalk:  Walking to and from school will be a little safer for students at 

Stratton Elementary.  Today this sidewalk project began in Champaign.  The crossing at 

the intersection of Neil and Eureka is being revamped.  It’ll include a raised Median.  

Pedestrians can stand there if they get caught by traffic while crossing the street.  It has 

an $183,000 price tag but it is being paid for by a federal grant. 

f.) 08/05/14; .20; Free Classes:  Out of the U of I adults who want to enrich their minds can 

do so for free.  A program at the Urbana Adult Education Center will soon kick off its 



Odyssey Program.  Offering free classes for college credit.  And they can be transferred 

anywhere.  The program offers transportation, daycare and meals for students.  This is a 

joint effort between the U of I and the Education Center.  The University gave the school 

a quarter of a million dollars to fund the program over the next 5 years. 

g.) 08/12/14; .25; Dr. Howard Future:  The future of Dr. Howard Elementary School in 

Champaign is up in the air.  Fixing the school would cost roughly 30 million.  The 

estimates for the high schools came back a little bit higher.  And the District had no plan 

on asking taxpayers for more than the 149 million in bonds.  So a new Dr. Howard is put 

on pause.  In the meantime the school will get a fresh paint job and some other 

maintenance to get them through the school year.  It’s possible in 2016 the District will 

move students into the Columbia Building.  That’s on the corner of Neil and Bradley. 

h.) 08/22/14; .19; Early Dismissals:  Despite being the first week of classes-some students 

were sent home early again today.  Champaign Central was one of them – there were 

several schools that did that in the area.  The building has no air conditioning so 

Administrators sent students home just after one.  At least one parent thought the decision 

was based on yesterday’s steamy temps.  Bement, Jamaica, and Argenta-Oreana were just 

a few other schools that dismissed early today. 

i.) 08/25/14; .28; Pediatric Study:  Students who dread getting up early for class will be 

happy to know, a new study wants them to school later.  The study by the American 

Academy of Pediatrics says teens may benefit from starting school a little later in the day.  

And that the earliest time middle and high schools should start is 8:30 in the morning.  

Doctors say teens would do better in and out of the classroom if they got more sleep.  

They say a later start-time works better with teens and their biological clocks.  Many 

studies show, the average teen has a hard time falling asleep before 11:00 p.m.  So they 

usually don’t get enough sleep and constantly feel tired.  Other factors also come into 

play.  Only 15 percent of American schools start at or after 8:30.  Doctors also took into 

consideration the time it takes for students to get to school which makes their wakeup call 

even earlier.  Doctors say teens should be getting between 8 and a half to 9 and a half 

hour of sleep. 

j.) 09/02/14; .40; Danville Magnet:  An elementary school in Danville is getting a national 

honor for health and wellness.  We’re keeping you connected to the Classroom.  

Northeast Magnet Elementary School was the first school in the country to get this award 

in 2011.  And they’re bringing home the hardware once again.  The school is one of 250 

schools from across 30 states being honored for being a healthy place for students to 

learn, and for teachers to work.  The Principal says they gave students and staff 

information about living a healthy lifestyle on a daily basis.  And their focused on what’s 

called, “The Focus Four.”  That’s getting 7 hours of sleep each night.  Adequate nutrition.  

30 minute of exercise each day and drinking 48 ounces of water each day.  And they’re 

doing this without a separate gym. It’s combined with the cafeteria.  Kids get 30 minutes 

each day for PE so when it’s raining or cold outside they have to come up different ways 

to accommodate.  Even if it means using the hallways. 

k.) 09/11/14; .21; Parkland Computers:  Parkland College is getting a leg up in learning.  All 

thanks to a donation.  Its tonight’s Classroom Connection.  “R” Systems, Inc. from 

Champaign gave the college high performance computers.  The college says more 

companies are shifting to a Cloud System.  And the servers will allow the school to teach 



this technology in the classroom.  With less state dollars coming in it came at a perfect 

time.  Each of the eight servers has two gigabits of ram. 

l.) 09/15/14; .30; Dollar General Grant:  An after school program is getting a leg up in 

learning thanks to Dollar General.  The company’s Literacy Foundation is giving 

Pipeline, Inc. in Champaign a grant.  The 25-hundred dollars will help young kids in the 

after school program.  The goal is to improve their education and ability to read.  This 

September the Dollar General gave away about 4 million dollars to more than 800 

schools and non-profits across the country. 

m.) 09/22/14; .35; Land of Lincoln CEO:  High Schoolers in Logan County could soon get a 

unique look at the working world.  It’s through the new Lincoln Land CEO Program.  

And its tonight’s Classroom Connection.  Organizers say the plan is to put Logan County 

students on a path to become successful entrepreneurs.  Local businesses will sponsor an 

interactive, year-long series of classes for students.  They’ll learn what it takes to run a 

successful business by building their own from scratch and taking it to the local 

marketplace. 

n.) 09/29/14; .26; U of I Program:  A new Program at the U of I is meant to encourage 

people to be creative.  But it’s not for students who are already there.  It’s for high school 

kids.  It’s meant to celebrate kids who are innovative, creative and inspirational.  They 

may be passionate about things like the arts, food or business entrepreneurship.  There’s 

also a section for stem categories like engineering and technology.  Organizers say some 

of these students aren’t used to getting recognition like this.  Student submissions will 

include a personal statement, plus some representation of their work like a You Tube 

Video, piece of art, or collection of blog entries.  The deadline is December 1.  

Organizers will pick the top 100 as winners. 

 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/03/14; .25; Warrants Issued:  Two suspects are on the run after a deadly shooting last 

week.  Investigators say 30-year-old Micah Hopkins and 38-year old Paul Craig were 

involved in Allen Redding’s death.  Craig’s brother Devon Craig was already arrested in 

connection with the murder.  Police found him in Chicago last week.  Investigators say 

they’re working to bring justice to Redding’s family and the community.  The shooting 

happened in the 1500 Block of Hedge Road last Tuesday.  So far none of the suspects 

have been charged with murder.  Police say there may be more people involved. 

b.) 07/11/14; .21; Decatur Arrest:  Decatur Police found the man who hit a bicyclist and then 

stole his phone.  41-year-old Lashaun Peterson is facing charges of theft and leaving the 

scene of an accident.  A man says Peterson hit him while he was riding his bike this past 

Sunday.  He says the driver took his phone when he tried to call police.  The bicyclist 

gave police his license plate number and that’s how they found him. 

c.) 07/17/14; .23; Decatur Break-Ins:  A Decatur man was arrested after trying to force his 

way into a home.  26-year Max Oglesby is charged with many charges including 

burglary.  Police say he tried to break into a woman’s home on Doneta Avenue.  A few 

hours’ later police stopped him.  The woman identified Oglesby as the intruder.  He’s 

being held on a 75-thousand dollar bond.  Police have gotten other reports of break-ins 

near that area and are investigating. 



d.) 07/21/14; .20; Kilo Court:  A vermilion County man will spend three months on 

probation for hanging his dog.  Ryan Brigman pleaded guilty to his dog “Kilo’s” death 

last fall.  A group “Justice for Kilo” asked the State’s Attorney for the maximum 

sentence.  Brigman has served the past 8 and half months in jail.  In addition to probation 

he’s not allowed to own an animal or be around them.  

e.) 07/29/14; .19; Decatur Toddler Beat:  A Decatur man is in jail for allegedly beating a 

two-year-old child.  Gregory Lawhorn was arrested Monday.  Police say the toddler was 

brought to Decatur Memorial Hospital for treatment.  That was when they became aware 

of the boy’s injuries.  Lawhorn has been charged with aggravated battery to a child.  He 

is being held on a fifty-thousand dollar bond. 

f.) 08/06/14; .25; Attempted Sex Assault:  5 young boys in Decatur are under arrest.  

They’re accused of tempted sexual assault.  A 12-year old girl told police she was 

walking down East Prairie Street in that city.  When the boys ages 12 to 14 forced her 

into an abandoned house and tried to sexually assault her. The girl says she was able to 

get away and ran out the front door.  The case is now being reviewed by the State’s 

Attorney. 

g.) 08/15/14; .20; Champaign Shooting:  Champaign Police are investigating a shooting that 

happened early this morning.  It happened on Bradley, West of Prospect.  Investigators 

say a 26 year old man was shot he showed up at the hospital.  He told police, he was 

sitting in a car in a driveway when someone pointed the gun and fired through the 

window.  The victim wasn’t seriously hurt.  Anyone with information should call 

Crimestoppers.   

h.) 08/21/14; .22; Drug/Gun Arrest:  Champaign Police arrested a man accused of having 

drugs and a gun.  It all started when police got a call that someone was trying to steal a 

bike.  It was in the 200 Block of East Stoughton Monday.  Officers found a person 

matching the suspect’s description about a block away.  They later arrested 23-year old 

Ashton Adger.  They say he had more than 40 grams of cannabis packaged to sell plus a 

loaded handgun. 

i.) 08/26/14; .20; Springfield Teacher Sex:  A former Springfield teacher is convicted of 

sexually abusing a young boy more than a decade ago.  Here’s a look at 59-year old 

Steven Battles.  He was sentenced to 7 years in prison Monday.  Battles pleaded guilty to 

fondling a boy between 1999 and 2002.  Officials say he also had a history of odd 

behaviors at District 186.  He was fired in 2009. 

j.) 09/05/14; .19; Sex Abuse Arrest:  A Thomasboro woman is charged with allowing her 

fiancée to sexually molest her three boys.  Kristy Wines was arrested Thursday.  She is 

charged with permitting the sexual abuse of a child.  Her bond is set at half million 

dollars.  Lyn Neimann, who lived with Wines, is serving a life sentence.  He was 

convicted of criminal sexual assault. 

k.) 09/12/14; .25; Watts Arrest:  A Mattoon man faces charges after a shooting in that town.  

Police were called to the 3200-Block of Marshall Avenue last night.  A victim was shot 

in the hip.  Investigators say the shooting was part of a drug deal.  34-year old John Watts 

is being held on a half-million dollars bond.  He’s accused of armed violence aggravated 

battery with a firearm and being a felon in possession of a firearm. 

l.) 09/19/14; .20; Rochester Remains:  There’s been an arrest in the murder of a woman 

whose remains were found in a storage shed.  This is a follow-up for you.  It happened in 

Rochester.  Tracy Trimby’s skeletal remains were found back in July.  40-year old 



Bradley Perkins is charged with concealment of a homicidal death.  More charges may be 

coming.  No other suspects have been identified in this case. 

m.) 09/24/14; .18; Janice Cole: Murder:  A Decatur man is facing decades in prison for 

murder.  A coroner’s jury ruled yesterday 53-year old Janice Cole’s death was a 

homicide.  They believe she was intentionally run over.  It happened in rural Niantic last 

month.  Police say 64-year old Eddie Sutters was the driver.  He was out on bond for a 

domestic battery case at the time. 

n.) 09/29/4; .25; Murder for Hire:  A Douglas County woman is accused of trying to get 

someone killed.  Police say her motive may have been to have a relationship with the 

victim’s husband.  Michelle Smith went to court Friday.  The States Attorney says this is 

part of an ongoing disagreement between the two women.  Adding state police overhead 

their conversations and recorded them.  Smith is accused of wanting to pay someone to 

kill the woman.  Her bond is set at 500-thousand dollars. 

 

 

Heath/Healthcare 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/01/14; .14; HBP:  Women who use donor eggs to conceive have a greater risk of 

pregnancy-induced hypertension.  Researchers in France say patients and obstetricians 

need to be aware of the risks and be prepared to begin early treatment for high blood 

pressure if necessary. 

b.) 07/10/14; .21; Aches and Pains:  Many people believe changes in weather can trigger 

back and neck pain.  But researchers at the University of Sydney, Australia say they are 

not linked.  They looked at the case studies of about one thousand patients and the 

weather data over the course of the year.  They found no association between body aches 

and temperature, humidity, air pressure, wind direction or precipitation. 

c.) 07/17/14; .29; Medicare Fraud:  15 people in the Springfield area have been indicted 

recently on Medicaid Fraud.  In response the state has formed a task force.  And made 

new rules for in home care assistants.  The Department of Human Services also set up an 

anti-fraud unit to investigate any suspicious activity.  DHS Home Care Program supports 

32 thousand people.  And with the help of the U.S. Attorney’s Office they have charged 

hundreds of people in taking advantage of the Medicaid System.  In May, the State 

Department of Human Services announced a new timekeeping system for caregivers to 

safeguard against fraud.  And is now requiring all personal assistants undergo mandatory 

training in preventing fraud and abuse.   

d.) 07/23/14; .21; Depression:  A new study links severe pain during childbirth to postpartum 

depression.  Researchers in China found 35 percent of women who did not receive an 

Epidural during labor developed depression six weeks after giving birth.  That number 

dropped to just 14 percent among women who were given the pain relief.  Women who 

received an Epidural were also more likely to breastfeed their babies. 

e.) 07/30/14; .21; Urgent Care U of I:  Students at the U of I have another place to go if they 

need to see a doctor.  Campus town Urgent Care is open for business.  It’s on the corner 

of Green and Wright Street.  With the new Healthcare Laws more students are eligible for 

healthcare.  This doctor says it was a good time for him to open a new practice.  The 

University has a healthcare center.  But Dr. Pluira hopes to offer longer hours. 



f.) 08/04/14; .20; Donors Needed:  The Champaign-Urbana Public Health District is urging 

you to help save a life.  Organizations met there today to raise awareness for, “National 

Minority Donor Awareness Week.”  They’re urging people to sign up for the Organ and 

Tissue Registry.  There’s an especially strong need for minority donors.  Minorities make 

up 57-percent of donations needed.  Gift of Hope Volunteer, Robyn Deterding says her 

son; Teddy is able to live through others…thanks to his generous donations.  Bone 

Marrow is also needed.  Bone Marrow and stem Cells can be used to cure diseases such 

as Sickle Cell Anemia and Leukemia.  Anyone 18-44 years old can join the Marrow 

Registry. 

g.) 08/11/14; .20; Marijuana Online:  The application process for Medical Marijuana is 

getting underway.  Patients whose last names begin with A through L can start submitting 

applications in September.  They must submit the forms to be approved for a state-issued 

ID Card.  That card will permit them to purchase Medical Marijuana legally.  Patients 

will also need to submit a doctor’s certification.   

h.) 08/19/14; .20; West Nile:  The first human case of West Nile Virus is confirmed here in 

Illinois.  The State Department of Public Health says a woman caught the virus last 

month in Chicago.  This is the first confirmed human case in the state.  There were 117 

human cases of the virus last year, 11 of those were fatal.  And if you or someone you 

know has been sick lately, here’s a look at the symptoms of the virus.  They include 

fever, nausea, head and muscle aches.  If you’re suffering from any of these you may 

want to see a doctor for an opinion. 

i.) 08/26/14; .24; Medical Marijuana Board:  The State’s Medical Marijuana Program is 

looking for health professionals and patients to serve on an Advisory Board.  The 15-

member board will make recommendations about which medical conditions can be added 

to the list of those approved for medical marijuana.  The Governor will choose the board 

members.  It will review petitions and hold public hearings. 

j.) 09/05/14; .25; Pot Signups:  The numbers are in for those taking advantage of the new 

medical marijuana law.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  Since Tuesday, 

more than 2,000 people have started the application process to register for a medical 

cannabis ID card.  A Public Health Spokesperson says it’s difficult to determine precisely 

how many people will apply.  Qualifying patients whose last names begin with A-L have 

till October 31
st
 to submit their application. 

k.) 09/08/14; .40; Hospital Money:  When you go the hospital, you hope to come out cured.  

But that doesn’t always happen.  In such cases the department of Healthcare and Family 

Services is stepping in to find out way.  Re-admissions happens when a patient is 

readmitted to a hospital within 30-days of being discharged for an illness or injury linked 

to the initial problem.  That agency wants to lower the number of re-admissions and keep 

patients healthier.  So HFS is penalizing hospitals who have high re-admissions.  They’re 

collecting just over 16-million dollars in penalties from 82 state hospitals.  Area hospitals 

that made that list include:  Carle Foundation, Decatur Memorial and St. John’s and 

Memorial Medical Center in Springfield. 

l.) 09/16/14; .20; Obamacare:  The number of un-insured Americans has plummeted this 

year.  This, after millions gained health insurance under the Healthcare Reform Act.  

New numbers show the rate fell to 13 point 1 percent from 14 point 4 percent.  The 

results were compiled by the CDC.  Researchers say it shows Health Care Reform is 

reaching its goal…reducing the number of uninsured. 



m.) 09/25/14; .11; The doctor treated for the Ebola Virus will soon head home.  The CDC 

confirms the virus isn’t in his bloodstream anymore.  Meantime, President Obama is 

urging international leaders to respond to the epidemic. 

n.) 09/30/14; .26; Affordable Care Act:  Thousands of people have signed up for Health Care 

in the State.  And the next round starts in a month and a half.  The State says more than 

685-thousand people have coverage thanks to Affordable Health Care.  That includes 

Medicaid.  But starting in November more people can sign up for next year.  Get Covered 

Illinois is gearing up for next year’s enrollment and navigators are getting ready as well.  

Open enrollment starts November 15
th

 and runs through mid-February. 

 

 

Consumerism 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 0701/14; .35; Newman Post Office:  A Douglas County Town is trying to save their mail.  

The post office in Newman could be closing.  But not if people speak up.  They need to 

simply fill out this survey.  It should show up in people’s mailboxes this week.  But some 

say the option they want isn’t on there.  That’s the option of no change.  There is a 

meeting about the changes at the end of the month.  It’s being held at the post office in 

Newman at 3:00 in the afternoon.  Mayor Jim Allen says it’s an inconvenient time for 

people who may want to speak out.  So he’s working to get it changed.  He’s also urging 

people in town to contact their state representatives. 

b.) 07/11/14; .23; Tilton EPA Soil:  Some people in Vermilion County could be living on 

dangerous ground.  The EPA sampled soil in Hegeler about a year ago.  That’s just south 

of Tilton.  The results are in and the soil tested high for lead and arsenic.  27 properties 

were tested and 27 more still need to be.  Neighbors are worried about the possible 

effects.  There will be a public meeting at the Palmer Arena in Danville on July 24
th

. 

c.) 07/15/14; .22; Pontiac OSHA:  For the second time this year a Livingston County 

business has been cited by OSHA.  “Interlake Mecalux” is in Pontiac.  OSHA says 

workers are at risk of losing their hands and feet.  The report shows proper safety 

equipment wasn’t installed on machines.  The company was cited for the same problem 

earlier this year.  OSHA is looking at fining the company nearly 47-thousand dollars for 

this incident.   

d.) 07/24/14; .29; Danville Jobs:  City leaders in Danville are optimistic about the future of 

the job market.  A recent survey says over the next 18 months about 1,500 jobs will need 

to be filled.  And that is something people are excited about.  Vermilion County 

Advantage surveyed some of the top employers in Danville.  Manufacturing and 

healthcare jobs came out on top.  The need will come from people retiring and new 

position being created.  The city says while the unemployment numbers aren’t where they 

would like them to be.  Opportunities are becoming available.  Vermilion County 

Advantage also has a website where employers can post jobs.  They usually average 

about 40 to 60 jobs at any given time.  But those numbers are even higher.  The types of 

job vary on the website and it’s updated frequently.   

e.) 07/29/14; .21; Tourism Increase:  Champaign County is making more money thanks to 

tourists.  The Illinois Office of Tourism says travel has brought in an extra 15 million 

dollars over the past three years.  Visit Champaign County says they have reached a 

milestone.  They’ve seen increases in jobs related to travel too.  The University of Illinois 



brings in conventions and research opportunities.  They also say county events draw 

people to Champaign.  The results are from the 2013 fiscal year.  The money is spent in 

hotels, Restaurants, and shops in the area. 

f.) 08/07/14; .25; Roland Drive:  The streets in one Champaign neighborhood need work.  

But homeowners say no one is coming to fix it.  We’re talking about the roads located at 

the corner of Comanche and Roland Drive.  The homeowners in that area have a 

Champaign address.  But they’re Hensley Township.  And the Road Commissioner says 

they don’t have the money to fix it.  Homeowners say it’s been at least seven years and 

they haven’t seen any improvements.  The streets don’t have sidewalks and neighbors say 

kids play in the street.  When drivers try to avoid the pot holes the kids are put at risk.  

But the Road Commissioner says it will cost roughly 425 thousand dollars to get the 

roads re-done.  Money they don’t have.  The township says they take in 15 thousand 

dollars a year from those tax payers.  But it costs twenty thousand dollars to maintain the 

area year round.  The Commissioners says MTD bus is adding to the condition of the 

roads.  A bus passes through the area every 30 minutes. 

g.) 08/13/14; .23; Windsor Road:  After more than a year of construction the Windsor Road 

Overpass in Champaign will finally be open this week.  The bridge over 1-57 was 

removed and replaced.  Now it’s wider to give drivers, bike riders and pedestrians more 

space.  Project leaders say they plan to finish by Friday – even if it takes until late in the 

day.  Construction has been going on since April of last year.  It cost 2.3 million dollars. 

h.) 08/22/14; .19; Illinois Job Cuts:  58 I-Dot workers are losing their jobs.  The acting 

Transportation Secretary announced the lay-offs.  She says its part of Governor Quinn’s 

plan to make sure the right people were hired.  An internal audit found those workers 

were doing things that were not part of their job descriptions.  It said that’s been 

happening for at least 10 years. 

i.) 08/29/14; .26; Gas Prices:  Drivers have something to celebrate this Labor Day weekend.  

Gasoline prices will be at their lowest levels since 2010.  Regular gas will average 3.41 a 

gallon that’s 18-cents less than last year and 42-cents lower than in 2012 Labor Day 

weekend.  South Carolina has the lowest average price at 3.15 a gallon and Hawaii has 

the most expensive at 4.31 cents a gallon.  According to gasbuddy.com, prices at the 

pump should continue to drop through early November. 

j.) 09/01/14; .30; Minority Contract:  The City of Champaign is making the process of 

bidding for construction projects fairer for smaller companies.  The City is committed to 

making new ways to use more minority and women contractors last year.  So they 

changed the way the Bristol Park Project will be done to make those companies more 

competitive.  The Bristol Park Project is an overhaul that includes tearing down and 

rebuilding affordable housing.  The city plans to acquire and demolish 82 homes.  Each 

smaller demolition project will take about three months to finish.  The city will pick 

lowest bids from a pool of qualified contractors.  Those interested in being considered 

can contact the city’s neighborhood services division.  Karen Foster says this is a strategy 

they want to try for future projects. 

k.) 09/08/14; .20; Clinton Land:  The owners of the Clinton Landfill have officially filed an 

appeal against the decision to keep PCB waste out of its site.  The Landfill is located 

directly above the Mahomet Aquifer.  That Aquifer supplies water to some 750-thousand 

Central Illinois Residents.  The Illinois Pollution Control Board received the appeal on 

August 28
th

.  They have 120 days, or until December 26
th

 to reach a decision. 



l.) 09/15/14; .20; Apple Sales:  The I-Phone six is gaining popularity.  The phone went on 

sale Friday morning and has already broken records.  Apple says it has taken a record 4-

million pre-orders.  That is for both the I-Phone Six and I-Phone Six Plus.  Some 

customers say they couldn’t get access on the website and others were hit with long 

delays.  Both of the new phones will be available in stores Friday.  

m.) 09/25/14; .20; Road Money:  A section of Interstate 74 in Champaign County is getting a 

makeover.  The construction will be on a one and a half mile stretch between St. Joseph 

and Ogden.  This is an area that has seen more than its share of accidents.  I-DOT will put 

in what they call a “skid-proofing” surface.  The project will cost just under one and half 

million dollars. 

n.) 09/29/14; .20; ATM Fees:  It’s getting more expensive to use ATM’s.  The average fee 

for going outside your ATM network is now 4 dollars and 35 cents.  That’s up 5 percent 

from last year.  The cities with the highest average ATM fees:  Phoenix, Denver and San 

Diego.  Find those stories and more during tonight’s CBS Evening News. 


