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Meredith Corporation 

WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

04/01/13 – 06/30/13 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Consumer, Health & Safety 

An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live healthy and safe lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 

for personal safety. 

 

 

Education 

A concern abut the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

interest in improving student's quality of education. 

 

 

Environment 

A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 

 

Government 

An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 

 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 

An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on our communities 

 

 

Quality of Life 

An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten O’clock 
Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our ascertained 
issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed under 
the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as needed to 
inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Consumer, Health & Safety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 5 

 
PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND  QUARTER 2013 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 
(airs weekly) 
 
Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain and improve your 
home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps everyone from the experienced do-it-
yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS AIRED: 

 Child Safety Seats , Lead Poisoning prevention, Nutrition Education, Asthma Awareness, CPR, Food Safety, 
Stroke Awareness, Autism Awareness, Heart Disease Event 

 

 

 

 

April 2, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                              
A federal appeals court says North Carolina's Medicaid office can't move ahead on cutting in-home 
services for more than 2,400 disabled adults.  The decision by the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Richmond, Va., took effect Tuesday.   A three-judge panel ruled that a 2010 state law cutting personal 
care services for people who need help with things like cooking, bathing and dressing couldn't be 
implemented while it's being challenged in court.  The appeals court rejected the argument of North 
Carolina officials that budget concerns were a legitimate reason to stop in-home personal care services 
to disabled adults.  U.S. District Judge Terrence Boyle in Raleigh earlier blocked the cuts from taking 
effect, saying they risk forcing disabled adults into institutions when they could otherwise stay in their 
homes with help. 

 

April 5, 2013                                                                                                                                                                          
More than 20 people are scheduled to say farewell to their hair Saturday afternoon to support the St. 
Baldrick's Foundation, a charity raising money for childhood cancer research.  The Croft Fire Department 
in Spartanburg will host the "Shave to Save” event starting at 10 a.m., and the event coordinator Rachel 
Smith hopes to raise well past her fundraising goal of $5,000.  "There will be tons to do all day long for 
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our big event," Smith said. "Not only can you cheer on the people who are being shaved, but you can 
enjoy great food and a big silent auction full of great stuff."  The St. Baldrick's Foundation has raised 
millions of dollars for defeating cancer in babies, children and young adults. 

 

April 9, 2013                                                                                                                                                                           
The South Carolina House has rejected attempts by Democrats to temporarily extend Medicaid 
eligibility to hundreds of thousands of poor adults. The House voted along party lines Tuesday on 
proposals to expand eligibility while the federal government covers the costs. The votes followed nearly 
five hours of pleading at the podium. Democrats frequently cited scripture in calling expansion of the 
government health care program a moral obligation. Gov. Nikki Haley and the House GOP caucus 
oppose the expansion, saying the state can't afford it. Democrats argued it makes sense to do so for at 
least three years. They say officials can evaluate later whether to continue coverage as the state match 
grows to 10 percent. Republicans counter it would be politically impossible to toss people off rolls once 
they're enrolled. 

 

April 9, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
Tiffany and T.J. Deluccia indulge in a glass of wine every now and then at Stellar Restaurant and Wine 
Bar in downtown Greenville.  "Seems like a lot of people drink wine because they really enjoy the taste 
or the culture of it," Tiffany Deluccia said.  At Stellar, they can choose from a cellar or an extensive wine 
list.  "We have 50 different wines by the glass here which is unusual for a restaurant in Greenville," Tim 
Robinson, the co-owner of Stellar, said. "We also pair wines with different foods."  A new study shows 
doctors and researchers with drug companies are now working on a new red wine pill.   "I think it 
sounds better just to have a glass of red wine rather than take a pill," Robinson said.  According to the 
study published in the journal Science, resveratrol is found in red wine and helps fight an anti-aging 
enzyme in our bodies. But you have to drink 100 glasses a day to get the same benefit researchers are 
seeing, so that's why they're working on an equal dosage in pill form.   "My grandmother has a glass of 
wine every day and she's 85 and has to take no supplements at all. I aspire to be more and more like her 
every day," T.J. Deluccia said.  Reports show if you take the red wine pill you may even live to be 150 
years old, but there are skeptics.   "I don't know, I'm a little leery of new pills that come out," Tiffany 
Deluccia said.   Right now the drug is being tested on mice as well as other animals. If approved, the 
synthetic red wine pill could be available in five years.  

 

April 16, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
Gov. Pat McCrory says a new office in his administration will evaluate the best ways that North Carolina 
students and teachers can be protected so school districts can respond to real and potential dangers.  
McCrory visited an Apex school Tuesday to unveil the North Carolina Center for Safer Schools being 
housed in the Department of Public Safety. The Republican governor says government has a 
responsibility to ensure faculty and students are safe and parents have peace of mind when their 
children go to school.  Public Safety Secretary Kieran Shanahan says the center will hold town hall 
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meetings to get ideas. He says it also will examine mental health issues and what role guns could have in 
improving safety.  McCrory's budget proposal Wednesday will include money for the center. 

 

April 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                              
A South Carolina Senate committee has advanced a measure that creates more oversight of public 
agency computer systems following the massive breach of the state's tax collection agency.  The bill that 
received unanimous approval Tuesday centralizes responsibility of cyber-security and helps residents 
exposed by last fall's hacking into tax filings.  It would put a chief of computer security in charge of a 
new technology division. It creates a new unit within Consumer Affairs to help victims of identity theft. 
It also creates two separate committees to craft a statewide plan and recommend changes to keep up 
with technology.  Senate Majority Leader Harvey Peeler asked why the bill creates so many new 
entities. Peeler said he hasn't "seen this much creation since Genesis." 

 

April 18, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
South Carolina health officials are holding their first of four public meetings to hear what foods should 
be removed from the list of eligible items for people on food stamps.  The discussion is part of the 
Department of Health and Environmental Control's efforts to fight obesity in South Carolina. Gov. Nikki 
Haley and health officials want the federal government to let the state restrict food stamp purchases of 
unhealthy foods.  Thursday's meeting is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. at the Richland County Council 
chambers in Columbia. Future meetings are scheduled for March 28 in Florence, April 18 in Greenville 
and May 2 in North Charleston.  Currently, about 878,000 people in South Carolina receive about $1.4 
billion in benefits each year through the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. 

 

April 30, 2013                                                                                                                                                                           
A federal appeals court says North Carolina's Medicaid office can't move ahead on cutting in-home 
services for more than 2,400 disabled adults.  The decision by the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Richmond, Va., took effect Tuesday.  A three-judge panel ruled that a 2010 state law cutting personal 
care services for people who need help with things like cooking, bathing and dressing couldn't be 
implemented while it's being challenged in court. The appeals court rejected the argument of North 
Carolina officials that budget concerns were a legitimate reason to stop in-home personal care services 
to disabled adults. U.S. District Judge Terrence Boyle in Raleigh earlier blocked the cuts from taking 
effect, saying they risk forcing disabled adults into institutions when they could otherwise stay in their 
homes with help. 

 

May 2, 2013                                                                                                                                                                 
Legendary television host Regis Philbin will tour the Spartanburg Regional Medical Center on Saturday.  
Lisa Oliphant, spokeswoman for the hospital, said Philbin's private tour of the hospital will be followed 
by the Society of 1921 Gala on Saturday evening, where he will serve as the guest of honor.  The society 
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represents people who donated at least $1,250 during 2012 to the Spartanburg Regional Foundation, 
which helps raise money for the hospital.  Philbin, who retired from his popular morning show in 2011, 
holds the Guinness World Record for most hours on camera by any person.  Saturday's black tie gala is 
invitation-only. 

 

May 15, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
In preparation for a tragedy like the one in Boston, a western North Carolina hospital system sent out 
more ambulances than usual on Tuesday.   It wasn't because there was an emergency, but because they 
want to be ready in case of one.  Mission Hospital in Asheville calls the training "Code Triage," and 
doctors, staff and emergency responders brought in acting victims to make sure staff knew what to do 
in case of a tragedy.   Mission's president, Jill Hoggard Green, said the training was not in response to 
Boston's bombings - it had been planned for months. She acknowledges that what happened at the 
marathon definitely reiterated the need to be prepared for the unexpected.  The exercise involved 
emergency services from all 18 western North Carolina counties that work with Mission Hospital. 
Ambulances picked up actors who told doctors and first responders what their "symptoms" were. 
They'd be triaged and walked through the hospital as if they were really being treated.   The scenario 
was a mock bus crash where 50 people were hurt and needed help. It's something that very likely could 
happen in our area.   "Truly our hearts were grieved about yesterday's incident, but it is the work of a 
community and getting prepared for anything that ensures that we're able to come together at these 
kinds of times," said Hoggard Green.  She said "Code Triage" tested the staff in normal working 
conditions since the hospital was already full with regular patients. EMS crews and doctors really 
needed to practice how they would respond if mass casualties were brought in for real.  Folks at Mission 
said there is a national network of hospitals, so they're aware of what the Boston hospitals were dealing 
with and if they need any help. Hoggard Green said they're always available to help but wouldn't want 
to intrude, either. 

 

May 21, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
When it comes to Upstate security at schools, one county is planning a way to get more deputies on 
campuses, without breaking the bank.  Putting a school resource officer in every school in the state is 
the goal for the State Law Enforcement Division's chief, but it could cost taxpayers $80 million a year.  
The superintendent of School District 55 and Laurens County Sheriff Ricky Chastain are thinking outside 
the box and making plans to create sheriff's substations at schools. This way, deputies can be on and 
around campus more often, without needing to hire more people.  After Laurens County and the town 
of Clinton both had scares when threatening letters were sent to school district offices 55 and 56, 
Chastain said he and school officials have had discussions into how they can keep schools safe.  He 
realizes that tight budgets mean the dream for school resource officers in every school in the state may 
not be a reality for a while.  "When we went to school, you didn't think of someone walking into a 
school and begin shooting. But now that's a reality that it appears that we have to live with," said 
Chastain.  With sheriff's substations at schools, Chastain said deputies would only need a little bit of 
office space and a computer connection. He said both the deputies and the schools would benefit. They 
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hope to start this collaboration by next school year.   So far, no arrests have been made in the 
threatening letters case. There is a $15,000 reward for information that leads to an arrest. 

 

May 28, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
What would you do if your kids got their weight tested at school and were then singled out for being 
overweight?  It happened inside one South Carolina school, and parents became angry because their 
children were later teased.    The principal at North District Middle School apologized  after they singled 
out 40 students over the intercom who had high body mass indexes (BMI).   Even though they didn't 
specify why they were being called to the cafeteria, other kids later found out why their names were 
called, and they labeled it as the "fat kids meeting."   The school's principal has since apologized, but the 
program was also done here in the Upstate.   Upstate physician Dr. Todd Roemmich at Parkside 
Pediatrics in Greenville offers this advice for parents of overweight children.    "Parents should approach 
it from a family perspective. We don't want a child to feel self conscious about their weight," he said.    
Dr. Roemmich said the BMI is the standard way to measure overweight and obesity. He said you can talk 
about the number and work on getting that number to a healthier way rather than focus on the number 
on the scale.   He also said it takes into consideration the child's height.    NOTE: DHEC told FOX Carolina 
that the study conducted in the Upstate has no connection to a BMI study conducted by another, 
unaffiliated group in the Lowcountry. FOX Carolina incorrectly reported that information on-air. We 
apologize for the error and any confusion this caused. 

 

May 29, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
To ensure additional security at the popular Memorial weekend festival Aloft, officials said backpacks 
will not be allowed. According to Aloft Executive Director Cindy Nelson, backpacks will not be allowed at 
the festival that runs from May 24-27 at Heritage Park in Simpsonville.  "While we regret any 
inconvenience that may happen as the result of the backpack ban, Aloft supports the efforts of law 
enforcement to keep our attendees secure," Nelson said. "Safety is the most important thing."\  The 
festival has not yet released specific details of the ban, but Nelson said visitors will be allowed to leave 
the event to get items from their cars.  "If visitors need to access any items from their cars, we'll make it 
convenient for them to enter and exit the festival with our armbanding system and our free shuttles," 
Nelson said.  Aloft, formerly known as Freedom Weekend Aloft, is known for the sight of hot air 
balloons that fill the skies, live music and a myriad of events and activities for the whole family.  This is 
not the first "backpack ban" that made news recently. The University of Georgia said they would not 
allow backpacks at their spring graduation ceremony.  

 

June 10, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
Two lawsuits have been filed against state health officials in the wake of a tuberculosis outbreak in 
Greenwood County. One of the suits is a class action case. It was filed by Attorney Bill Garrett Jr. against 
the Department of Health and Environmental Control and Greenwood County School District 52, saying 
both agencies were negligent.  Officials have been investigating the original case of an employee at 
Ninety Six Primary School who has TB disease. FOX Carolina obtained an unredacted copy of the 
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emergency public health order that was issued against the patient on Thursday, requiring him to be 
confined and treated at a state health facility in Columbia. In the unredacted order, the patient was 
identified as Willie Spearman, who is named as a janitor on the school's website.  FOX Carolina spoke to 
neighbors at Spearman's Greenwood home who said law enforcement nurses were coming in and out 
on Thursday. According to the unredacted order, DHEC staff explained to Spearman multiple times how 
TB is spread. The order said test results on May 31 showed he remained infectious.   The order also 
asked for the names of all people who Spearman came in contact with during the months of July 2012 
to June 2013 and any other time period DHEC determines he was infectious. Spearman has not been 
criminally charged and the matter is not being sent to the Attorney General's Office, according to DHEC.  
DHEC has said Spearman spread TB at the school. Following the administration of skin tests to 591 
people, 63 staff and students at the school tested positive for the infection and 11 showed abnormal 
chest X-ray readings. DHEC has said that of the 11, one other adult besides Spearman has the 
contagious disease and 10 children have the disease but are not contagious.   Since news of the 
exposure and spread of TB at Ninety Six broke on May 28, many have been left wondering how long 
students and staff were exposed to TB and what authorities knew - and when.  Plaintiffs claim DHEC, 
District 52 negligent  According to Garrett, his case is looking into information that health officials knew 
Spearman had TB disease as early as June 2012. The emergency public health order obtained by FOX 
Carolina asks Spearman for the names of people he was in contact with as far back dating back to July 
2012.  In the other lawsuit, three parents of children younger than 14 said DHEC was negligent and 
reckless in handling the outbreak and claim they were unnecessarily exposed to the disease.  In both 
suits, the plaintiffs said they want actual and punitive damages. Garrett said though the state is legally 
limited to paying $300,000 per occurrence, he believes each infection is an occurrence.  DHEC responds 
to lawsuits, handling of TB outbreak  In the wake of the lawsuits, DHEC spokesperson Mark Plowden 
told FOX Carolina, "This lawsuit is a distraction from the real work being done around the clock by DHEC 
medical professionals to protect this community. It does nothing to help the effort, and is a waste of 
time."  DHEC Director Catherine Templeton released further statements on Friday, saying the state has 
continued to investigate the outbreak, but they are not to blame for the disease itself.  "DHEC 
instructed the index case not to return to the school immediately upon receiving the report on March 
8," Templeton said in a release sent to the media on Friday. "Blaming DHEC for TB is like blaming a 
policeman for a car accident. We are here to determine what happened and help straighten out the 
mess."  Additionally, DHEC's infectious disease specialist Dr. Richard Ervin said people were infected at 
the school by March 8.   "The damage was done before the case was even referred to DHEC," Ervin said 
in the release.  Following March 8, DHEC said they began testing some employees and said the school 
staff was notified.   "Staff reports the school was told in March," said Templeton. "In addition, the 
school staff was heavily involved in the investigation and was being tested. I'm not sure how the 
superintendent/acting principal missed it."  She said DHEC asked the school to notify parents and 
printed the materials that went home over Memorial Day weekend.  District 52 responds to initial 
lawsuit, outbreak  During District 52's regularly scheduled board meeting on Thursday, they addressed 
the initial lawsuit, the outbreak and their response to it.  Superintendent Mark Peterson and school 
board member Dr. Michael Bryant took the lead in explaining why news of a possible case of TB was 
delayed. They said they didn't want to cause panic before anything was confirmed. They said the staff 
member suspected of having of TB was removed from the building, but that they were waiting for DHEC 
to let them know if there was a true TB threat.  Peterson and the board said they were trusting DHEC to 
make the call. He explained that on March 27, he got a call from a DHEC employee about a possible 
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contagious disease at Ninety Six Primary School.  He said a day later, DHEC toured the school and said 
some people were possibly exposed. Then on April 8, DHEC said several people had been tested, but no 
TB tests were positive, according to the board.  Peterson said he was in touch with DHEC on the 
investigation and whether anything could be shared with the school community. He said he was told 
there were no confirmed cases of TB.  On May 27, Peterson and the school board got the first 
notification from DHEC of a confirmed case of TB involving an employee at the school. The next day 
information was sent to parents.  The superintendent said he was following DHEC's lead. DHEC and 
Templeton did say their regional office bungled the investigation and they fired those they said failed to 
their job.  "I should've been more aggressive with DHEC from the beginning, relying on them to drive 
where we go. I should've been camped on their doorstep," said Peterson.  Following Thursday's 
meeting, the district said they cannot speak further about the outbreak because of the pending 
litigation. Temporary restraining order filed against DHEC  Additionally, Garrett said he also filed a 
restraining order to force DHEC offices to remain open on the weekend to offer treatment, but 
according to DHEC, that was not going to happen because a judge had not yet ruled on it, as of Friday 
afternoon.   Garrett notified FOX Carolina on Saturday that the restraining order was authorized, 
requiring DHEC to keep the Greenwood County Health Department open on Saturdays and Sundays to 
offer the prescribed treatment for children who tested positive for TB. A hearing regarding the 
temporary restraining order will be held later in June, according to Garrett.  More on TB infection vs. 
disease  DHEC officials have repeatedly said that anyone who tested positive for the TB infection 
following skin tests are not contagious, only those with the disease are.  While TB is airborne, health 
officials said people can only get if from someone with a contagious version of the disease and must 
spend an extended period of time with that person.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, TB is 
spread through the air from one person to another when a person with TB disease (not the infection) 
coughs, sneezes, speaks or sings. People nearby may breathe in these bacteria and become infected.  
However, the CDC said TB is not spread by shaking someone's hand, sharing food or drink, touching bed 
linens or toilet seats, sharing toothbrushes or kissing.  DHEC has set up a special website for information 
about TB, which can be found by clicking here.  DHEC said anyone concerned about being exposed to TB 
should contact their primary care provider or call the Greenwood County Health Department at 864-
942-3600. He said those patients will be charged for a test.  

 

May 31, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
An outbreak of Hepatitis A is being linked to a frozen organic berry mix from a farm in Oregon. Federal 
health officials say 30 illnesses are linked to Townsend Farms Organic Anti-Oxidant Blend, which 
contains pomegranate seed mix. Illnesses were reported in Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, Arizona, 
and California.   Hepatitis A is a contagious liver disease. According to the Mayo Clinic website, 
HepatitisA is usually transmitted via contaminated food or water, or by someone who's infected. Severe 
cases can lead to liver failure and death, according to the World Health Organization. 

 

June 18, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                       
A student at Palmetto Elementary School was diagnosed with the highly contagious pertussis bacteria, 
according to Anderson County District One school officials.  In a statement released by the school 

http://www.scdhec.gov/health/disease/tb/greenwood.htm
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district, the school was made aware of the diagnosis Saturday.   Pertussis, commonly known as 
whooping cough, is a highly contagious respiratory disease known for uncontrollable violent coughing, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control. It can be especially harmful in infants and small children.  
The school district said Monday that they have been in touch with the Department of Health and 
Environmental Control regarding measures and procedures - which included notifying parents of the 
confirmed case, and also providing information from DHEC, addressing any parent's concerns.  
According to the district and DHEC, at first, symptoms are similar to those of a common cold including a 
runny nose, sneezing, mild fever, occasional cough then one to two weeks after the first symptoms 
appear, the cough gradually becomes more severe.  Health officials said the hacking cough or cough 
spasm is often followed by a high-pitched intake of breath that sounds like "whoop," and some 
coughing spasms are so severe, they can lead to vomiting.  The district has also made a nurse available 
on-call to answer questions. 

 

June 26, 2013                                                                                                                                                                           
Michael Burgess decided to head down to his family's property in a wooded area in Jonesville Saturday 
afternoon where he encountered a fox.    "I just seen it coming out of the corner of my eye," he said. "I 
knew it wasn't normal, but it wasn't coming directly at me."     Burgess' immediate reaction was to try to 
scare it away.  "I kind of smacked my hands, but it didn't leave. It came at me," he said.    The former 
military member said he had been trained for any type of situation. He said the fox came at him for 
about 30 or 40 minutes scratching and biting him on his leg.  He said he then kicked it over and over 
again until he killed it.  "It wasn't a joke. It would not stop coming towards me. It was the quickest thing 
I have ever been in contact with," he said.    Burgess had to be brought to Spartanburg Regional Hospital 
for treatment and rabies shots.   
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PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
SECOND  QUARTER 2013 

 
Problem/Need: JOBS/ECONOMY/GROWTH 
 
DATE     TIME   PROGRAM 
 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS AIRED: 

 Foreclosure Scam Awareness 
 
 
 

 
 

 

April 2, 2013                                                                                                                                                            

About 2,000 workers at the Savannah River Site near Aiken will be working reduced schedules starting 
next month because of the federal budget cuts. Other employees will be laid off.  Employees of 
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions were told about the reductions Monday.  Company president and CEO 
Dwayne Wilson says workers will be notified by March 15 if they are among those whose work-week 
will be reduced from 40 hours to 32 hours per week.  Wilson says workers chosen for what the company 
calls "full furloughs" will be notified next week.  Officials say they don't know how long the reductions 
will be in place. An analysis for a congressional committee last month indicated furloughs for about 
1,000 employees could last about four months. 

 

April 12, 2013                                                                                                                                                                            
TD Bank opened its new corporate center in Greenville on Friday and will host a job fair on Saturday.  
The 300,000-square-foot facility is located along Interstate 85 at 200 Carolina Point Pkwy.  The hub will 
be the bank's southeast operations headquarters and hopes to employ a total of 1,400 workers in the 
next few years.  The company held its ribbon cutting ceremony Friday morning with TD Bank President 
Bharat Masrani, Regional President Rob Hoak and Greenville Mayor Knox White in attendance to 
celebrate the hub's call center and other operations.   On Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., to continue 
celebrating the campus' opening, TD Bank is hosing a family-friendly event and job fair.   Attendees can 
bring their resumes, find out how to apply for jobs in the bank's audit, credit, operations, call center and 
retail banking departments at Saturday's event.   The center is looking to fill nearly 300 open full and 
part-time jobs, and are looking for  candidates with bilingual Spanish or French or skills. Human 
resource representatives will be at the fair to collect resumes. Candidates can also apply online at 
tdbank.com/careers.   Candidates can bring their families along for food, games and prizes, 
entertainment and tours of the new call center.  The company's headquarters are located in the 
northeast. 
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April 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
At a ribbon-cutting at a plant in Fountain Inn on Wednesday, South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley called the 
Palmetto State the "it" place for manufacturing in the country.  Haley helped open the new Bosch 
Rexroth manufacturing facility in the southern Greenville County city. The new facility is part of an $80 
million expansion project that will create 160 new jobs in the next five years. The expansion makes this 
facility the largest hydraulics production campus in the country.  Citing Bosch's new facility, Haley said it 
is becoming easier to attract business to South Carolina. She quoted Dan Rather who she said called the 
state the renaissance of manufacturing.  "To watch this expansion shows we're on the right track with 
manufacturing," Haley said. "The funnel is full, but when you get a good quality company like this that 
appreciates those that work for them, that tries to get the best quality project and takes care of their 
customers, South Carolina couldn't be more pleased."  Wednesday's grand opening also included a 
donation announcement. The company said its Bosch Community Fund made a significant donation to 
Greenville Technical College to support the creation of a lab for mobile hydraulics and lab curriculum.  
The facility produces hydraulic components used in mobile construction, agricultural machinery, mining, 
materials handling and heavy industries, such as steel and automotive production. 

 

April 22, 2013                                                                                                                                                                       
South Carolina Educational Television officials say layoffs are likely as it loses nearly $600,000 in funding 
because of mandatory federal budget cuts.  The State of Columbia reports that SCETV President Linda 
O'Bryon told senators the loss of that money will mean layoff, but she doesn't know how many 
employees will be let go or what programs might be ended.  The agency operates four production 
facilities, 11 television and eight radio towers, and 600 microwave towers across South Carolina.  SCETV 
has lost 95 employees since 2008, and its state funding has fallen from $16.5 million to about $9 million. 
The agency current has about 130 employees.  SCETV is losing $588,000 in grant support from the 
Corporation of Public Broadcasting, a federally created nonprofit media company. 

 

April 23, 2013                                                                                                                                                                           
Bi-Lo is laying off more than 100 workers at its former corporate headquarters in Mauldin.  Spokesman 
Brian Wright said Monday 130 employees were being laid off starting next month because of the 
company's merger with Winn-Dixie.  Bi-Lo LLC bought the Jacksonville, FL.-based grocery store chain in 
2011 for $560 million. The newly merged company will be based in Florida.  Mauldin Mayor Dennis 
Raines says the news is troubling but says he's been assured by Bi-Lo officials that the company will not 
pull out of the city entirely.  Bi-Lo was founded in South Carolina in 1961. In 2010, the company 
completed a financial restructuring and emerged from protection under Chapter 11 of the U.S. 
bankruptcy code. The merger was announced the next year. 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/11wDIoW
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April 26, 2013                                                                                                                                                                       
South Carolina's unemployment rate dropped slightly in February.  The state Department of 
Employment and Workforce said Friday that the state's jobless rate was 8.6 percent last month. That's 
one-tenth of a percentage point lower than January's rate.  Officials attributed the drop to gains in non-
farm jobs, which went up by nearly 18,000 last month. The government sector grew by 8,000 jobs, with 
officials saying that was because schools ramped up hiring for the spring semester.  Demand was also 
higher for health care and social services. The leisure and hospitality sectors gained about 4,000 jobs. 

  

May 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                
TaylorMade Golf Company announced Wednesday that they were expanding, basing their golf ball 
production in the Upstate.  The company plans to invest $13 million with the creation of a 120,000-
square-foot golf ball production plant in Liberty set to open in 2014. The company already has a facility 
in Westminster, whose operations will be incorporated into the new location.  The new plant will be 
located in the Pickens County Commerce Park and serve as the company's golf ball production 
headquarters, relocating other golf ball productions to the plant.  Officials estimated the new facility 
would generate 130 jobs, though some of those would transfer from the company's other Upstate 
location.  "It's a significant amount of jobs and some of those jobs will be coming over from our current 
facility in the next county, some won't," said John Kawaja, executive vice president at TaylorMade Golf. 
"So there will certainly be opportunity for Pickens County talent to be a part of what we do."  
Construction on the plant is set to begin in May with a completion date of January and hopeful final 
transition from its previous golf ball headquarters in July 2014.  "South Carolina is home to a number of 
world-class, well-known brands, and it's great to see another one choose to grow in the Palmetto 
State," said Gov. Nikki Haley a release sent to FOX Carolina. "We celebrate TaylorMade Golf Company's 
decision to invest $13 million in Liberty with its new plant. Announcements like this are another 
indication that South Carolina is becoming the 'it' state for business."  The California-based company 
has not said how many jobs the new facility will create. The company is a brand of the Adidas Group. 

 

May 6, 2013                                                                                                                                                                          
Tourism is the fastest growing in industry in South Carolina, at least as far as new jobs are concerned.  
Officials said the hospitality and leisure segment of the economy added 10,800 jobs during the past 
year, more than any other industry.  Figures from the state Department of Employment and Workforce  
show that, in February, there were more than 212,000 workers in the industry statewide. That's an 
increase of more than 5 percent from the same time last year. Experts said that the trends in South 
Carolina reflect the growing hospitality industry nationwide.  Tourism is a $15 billion industry in South 
Carolina. 

 

May 9, 2013                                                                                                                                                                     
Legislation to provide Boeing $120 million in incentives for its expansion plans in North Charleston could 
receive final approval next week.  The Senate voted 34-4 on Thursday to send the bonding bill to the 
House, just two days after its introduction.  The House allowed it to bypass the committee process, 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21729169/haley-to-celebrate-upstate-manufacturing-expansion-jobs
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putting it up for debate Tuesday on the floor.  House Speaker Bobby Harrell says the bill is on a fast 
track because it's about jobs and the state's responsibility in economics infrastructure.  The Boeing Co. 
announced Tuesday plans to invest another $1 billion and create 2,000 new jobs over eight years at its 
plant. The state is providing $120 million in incentives for upfront expansion costs such as utilities and 
site preparation at Boeing's complex that already employs about 6,000. 

 

May 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                     
Unemployment in South Carolina and North Carolina fell in March for the second month in a row.  The 
South Carolina Department of Employment and Workforce said Friday that the state's jobless rate was 
8.4 percent last month. That's a 0.2 percentage point drop from February, when South Carolina 
unemployment was 8.6 percent.  The state gained nearly 10,000 leisure and hospitality jobs as South 
Carolina ramps up for its busy tourist season. That industry has grown by more than 11,000 jobs since 
this time last year.  Over the last month, South Carolina also marked gains in professional and business 
services and government sectors, which both grew by more than 2,000 jobs each.  National 
unemployment also fell last month, from 7.7 percent to 7.6 percent.  North Carolina's unemployment 
rate fell to 9.2 percent in March from February's rate of 9.4 percent.  The state Commerce Department 
on Friday released data showing that although the number of people unemployed fell by nearly 12,000 
between February and March, the number of people with jobs also dropped over the month by nearly 
11,000.  The national unemployment rate fell to 7.6 percent in March from February's 7.7 percent.  This 
year has seen the unemployment rate bob up and down in part because thousands of people are 
deciding to join the competition for jobs or give up.  In February, more than 11,000 workers were 
suddenly no longer working or looking for work, a big factor in the slight jobless rate drop. 

 

May 22, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
A popular Asheville eatery will soon open its doors in downtown Greenville and hopes to hire more than 
100 people to keep the cafe running.  Tupelo Honey Cafe announced its Greenville location will open on 
Tuesday June 18 in its ground floor location at The One Project along Main Street.  The Asheville-based 
restaurant said it is actively hiring for all positions and interviews will be April 30 through May 2 at the 
SC Works offices, located in McAlister Square on S. Pleasantburg Drive.  Interested candidates can apply 
online at TupeloHoneyCafe.com.   The restaurant will be open for breakfast, lunch and dinner seven 
days a week, including a special Busy As A Bee Breakfast to-go option Monday through Friday from 7:30 
– 9:30 a.m.  The cafe will featured its performance/display kitchen, a full bar and outdoor patio seating.  
The One center also houses a local law firm, Certus Bank and the recently opened Anthropologie retail 
store. 

  

 

 

https://tupelohoneycafe.com/greenvillejobfair
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June 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
Not long after classes get out for the summer, Greenville County Schools is sponsoring a Job Fair at 
Mauldin High School.  The fair is scheduled for Tues. June 11 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The fair is hoping to 
fill hourly positions for bus drivers, bus aides (special needs), custodians and food services operators.   
There are full and part-time positions available with health and dental benefits, retirement pension, 
free life insurance, sick and vacation leave, and much more.   The school is located at 701 E. Butler Rd. in 
Mauldin.  Question? Visit www.greenville.k12.sc.us for more details.  

 

June 5, 2013                                                                                                                                                                         
South Carolina's law enforcement officers and firefighters will again be required to put a higher 
percentage of their salaries toward their retirement benefits than other public workers.  The Budget 
and Control Board approved recommendations Wednesday that mean officers and firefighters will put 
8.41 percent of their paychecks toward their pensions starting in July 2014.  Officers and firefighters will 
begin paying 7.84 percent this July. That's already higher than the 7.5 percent teachers and employees 
of state and local governments will pay. Their rate will rise to 8 percent in 2014.  A pension reform law 
passed last year increased employees' contribution rates as part of efforts to keep state pension 
systems solvent. But consultants say the law's scheduled increases aren't enough to keep the Police 
Officers Retirement System sustainable. 

 

June 10, 2013                                                                                                                                                                          
The South Carolina State Ports Authority has untangled a snag in its plans to build a $35 million inland 
port in Greer.  The authority needed property leased by a company that operates a refrigerated 
warehouse at the site. But the company initially refused to give up the site.  But now the authority and 
Nordic Cold Storage have reached a settlement. The authority will buy the rest of Nordic's 11-year lease 
for about $2 million.  That clears the way to finish the port work. The port will hold shipping containers 
for transfer to trains for shipment to the coast. It's expected to open in September.  Ports officials think 
the inland port could eliminate 50,000 truck trips a year on busy Interstate 26 between Charleston and 
the Greenville-Spartanburg area. 

 

June 19, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
A Connecticut gun manufacturer is moving to South Carolina after Connecticut state lawmakers passed 
stricter gun control laws after the Sandy Hook School shootings.  The Sun News of Myrtle Beach reports 
PTR Industries will make the formal announcement next week at a ribbon-cutting to be attended by 
Gov. Nikki Haley.  Horry County Council Chairman Mark Lazarus says he's excited about the 
development. The county council has approved a resolution setting out the terms of the company's 
move.  PTR's chief executive officer, Josh Fiorini, says the plant will employ 140 people, many of whom 
will relocate from Connecticut. The move will take place over three years.  The company said it has been 
contacted by 41 states and selected South Carolina from six finalists. 

 

http://bit.ly/12aWsIr
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June 24, 2013                                                                                                                                                                         
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley is expected to join other leaders to celebrate a Connecticut gun maker's 
decision to move south after the state passed stricter gun laws after the Sandy Hook School shootings.  
PTR Industries will announce details of its move from Bristol, Conn., at a ceremony at 2:30 p.m. Monday 
outside the gun maker's new home in Aynor.  PTR Industries executives say a new law in Connecticut 
that bans assault weapons and ammunition magazines that hold more than 10 rounds make all the 
rifles the firm manufactures illegal in its home state.  South Carolina isn't the only state with friendlier 
gun laws trying to attract weapon companies. The governors of Texas and South Dakota have both 
recently visited Connecticut to try to get gun makers to move. 

 

 

June 29, 2013                                                                                                                                                                            
Not long after classes get out for the summer, Greenville County Schools is sponsoring a job Fair at 
Mauldin High School.  The fair is scheduled for Tues. June 11 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The fair is hoping to 
fill hourly positions for bus drivers, bus aides (special needs), custodians and food service operators. 
There are full and part-time positions available with health and dental benefits, retirement pension, 
free life insurance, sick and vacation leave, and much more.  The school is located at 701 E. Butler Rd. in 
Mauldin. Question? Visit www.greenville.k12.sc.us for more details.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 
SECOND QUARTER 2013 

 
Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 
 
Description: 
Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCMENTS AIRED: 

 SC National Guard 

 

 

 

April 3, 2013                                                                                                                                                                 
Legislators said this weekend could decide the fate of the South Carolina High School League.  A bill 
discussed by a Senate panel Wednesday would eliminate the independent, dues-paying organization 
that governs middle and high school sports. Its responsibilities would transfer to the state Education 
Department, under an athletic commissioner appointed by the state superintendent.  The league is 
made up of more than 200 member schools that set their competition rules.  Legislators have long 
complained about the league. But its decisions that knocked defending state football champions Goose 
Creek out of the playoffs prompted the bill to get rid of it.  Senators said they're watching to see how 
schools' representatives vote on proposals that provide an appeals process and tiered set of 
punishments.   The league meets Saturday in Charleston. 

 

April 4, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                   
South Carolina's newest lawmaker in Washington is opening up new offices in his home state.  U.S. Sen. 
Tim Scott is officially opening up his offices Thursday in Columbia, North Charleston and Greenville.  In 
Greenville, Scott's office is located at 40 W. Broad St. and will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday through Fridays.   "Serving my fellow South Carolinians is my top priority, and my Upstate office 
stands ready to assist in any way they can," Scott said. "I am committed to providing South Carolinians 
with top-notch constituent service, and my staff and I look forward to assisting Upstate residents from 
this new location."  Scott previously represented South Carolina's 1st Congressional District. In January, 
Gov. Nikki Haley appointed him to fill the remainder of Jim DeMint's term. DeMint resigned to take the 
helm of the Heritage Foundation in Washington. Later this year, voters will choose someone to replace 
Scott in the U.S. House. 
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April 8, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                        
It's budget week at the South Carolina House.  Debate begins Monday on the Ways and Means 
Committee's proposal for the fiscal year starting July 1. The $6.3 plan for state revenue includes money 
to improve cyber-security at state agencies, hire more state law enforcement officers and improve 
officers' safety.  The total budget is nearly $23 billion when including federal money, agency fees and 
grants.  The central debate will be over Medicaid and whether to expand eligibility to cover more poor 
adults as called for in the federal health care law.  Gov. Nikki Haley and House Republicans adamantly 
oppose the expansion. But House Democrats will fight to include it in the budget.  Democrats point out 
the federal government promises to cover the full cost for three years. 

 

April 10, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
The South Carolina Ports Authority said it will use eminent domain to take land from a Greer business 
that has called it home for 22 years.  On March 1, both state and federal leaders broke ground on the 
$30 million inland port that proponents called a game changer for the Upstate.  However, a 
refrigeration business called Nordic Cold Storage is refusing to relocate from a piece of the property 
slated to be used for the port.  On Wednesday, the Post and Courier of Charleston reported that 
members of the authority met by phone and decided to use eminent domain - which allows the 
government to take private property for public use.  Don Schoenl, president of Nordic, said he was in 
shock when he learned of the state's plan. He said the company was told a few months ago it would be 
welcome to stay, and had discussed expanding. He said a few weeks ago, he spoke with leaders about 
the fact that he had been losing business since the groundbreaking, and that customers had heard his 
building would be torn down.  Schoenl said Nordic still has 11 years on its lease of the land from the 
state.  Authority leaders would not comment on how long it might take for the takeover to happen. 
They did say an out-of-court settlement is possible.  Leaders hoped to open the port by Labor Day. 

  

 

April 10, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
An effort to let the governor choose South Carolina's education chief has failed in the Senate, but 
supporters vow to try again.  A measure asking voters whether they want to continue electing the state 
superintendent failed 27-16. That was four votes shy of the two-thirds needed to put a constitutional 
referendum on the ballot.  Senate Judiciary Chairman Larry Martin supports the measure but switched 
sides as he realized the motion would fail. That enabled him to resurrect the issue. After his request for 
a do-over vote passed, the Senate adjourned.  A vote to kill a bill outright on the floor is rare. Martin 
says senators in charge of the pre-vote head-counting did a sorry job.  Previous attempts to put the 
question to voters haven't gotten this far in the Senate. 

 

 

 

http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20130313/PC05/130319727/1177/port-x2019-s-inland-rail-yard-in-upstate-hits-roadblock
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April 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
A Senate panel has passed a bill that would allow people to carry guns in public in South Carolina  
without a concealed weapons permit.  Supporters of the open carry bill said Wednesday it still needs 
some more work to make sure there aren't any loopholes. They plan to tweak the bill when it goes 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee next month.  Currently, anyone who wants to carry a gun in 
public has to have a permit and keep it concealed. It takes at least eight hours of training to get 
permission to carry a concealed weapon.  The hearing on the bill was packed with gun supporters. Many 
of them said a concealed weapon permit is an extra unnecessary step when the constitution allows 
people to have guns. 

 

May 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                             
The lesbian, bisexual, gay, transgender and queer (LBGTQ) community and those who support them 
took their fight against discrimination in the workplace to the Buncombe County Commission in 
Asheville Tuesday night.  "As a gay person living in North Carolina, I'm discriminated against each and 
every day," Rev. Jasmine Beach-Ferrara said.   She's a minister with United Church of Christ and the 
executive director with Campaign for Southern Equality. She said she hasn't experienced discrimination 
at work, but said statistics show it's a problem.  "My wife and are married. It's recognized in nine states 
but not in North Carolina. I believe that's a form of discrimination," Beach-Ferrara said.  She sat in the 
crowd as Buncombe County Commissioners discussed whether or not to amend its nondiscrimination 
policy to include benefits for same-sex couples as well as protection in the workplace for the LBGTQ 
community. However, others called the proposal immoral.  "I think this, according to the Bible, is a sin 
of choice," Wendell Runion said.  He's the director with International Baptist Outreach Missions.  "I 
don't think this is a civil rights issue at all as they're trying to claim it is. I think that a person is born of a 
race because of the birth from their parents," Runion said.  Commissioners voted four to three in favor 
of the amendment. They will hold a second reading to determine if the policy will become official or 
not. 

 

May 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
Asheville city leaders met Wednesday night to consider massive cuts to close a $5 million gap in the 
budget.  A few of the options discussed include closing the Western North Carolina Nature Center, a fire 
station, city pools and cutting youth and adult athletics programs.  Council members have already raised 
fees on water use, trash pickup and parking fees, hoping to make up the money.  Asheville Mayor Terry 
Bellamy said the city got to this point because of state lawmakers.  "The state is proposing to take the 
city of Asheville's water system, and that's $1.9 million impact on our budget," Bellamy said. "Looking at 
the extraterritorial jurisdiction that we have, that's an additional cost of $100,000."  Bellamy said the 
state is also considering taking away the city's privileged license fees that the coffers receive from 
businesses, which adds up to another $200,000.  Asheville must pass a budget by June 30. 
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May 20, 2013                                                                                                                                                                             
The recent rise in crime in Greenwood is forcing law enforcement to form a new unit to fight back.  Both 
the Greenwood County Sheriff's Office and Greenwood Police Department are working together to 
make the streets safer.  The agencies will have an officer assigned to the unit that will work together on 
a lot of the problem areas in the city and county.  The new Violent Crimes Task Force has been put in 
place for the city and county to work together. Greenwood Mayor Welborn Adams said their plan is to 
take on the local gang problems.    He said the task force was the right move because criminals don't 
recognize city and county borders, so they felt it would be good to work together.   The city has already 
passed a resolution to work with the county on the task force and the county is expected to review and 
pass a resolution this week. 

 

May 29, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                    
An effort to expand South Carolina's full-day 4-year-old kindergarten program to more poor children is 
advancing in the Senate.  A Senate panel voted 6-1 Wednesday to send the measure to the full 
education committee.  The bill expands a seven-year-old pilot program the Legislature created in 
response to a court order. It limits access to at-risk children in districts that sued the state 20 years ago 
over education funding. A years-long effort to expand the program statewide appears to be gaining 
momentum, over the objections of state Education Superintendent Mick Zais.  Education subcommittee 
Chairman Robert Hayes says the Senate budget proposal may include $20 million toward the first year 
of a phased-in approach.  Senate Finance Committee Chairman Hugh Leatherman says he's considering 
putting that in the Senate version of the budget. 

 

June 7, 2013                                                                                                                                                                         
State health officials have given tuberculosis skin tests to nearly 600 people in the area of Ninety Six as 
of Friday. The Department of Health and Environmental Control said 11 people have the disease, and 63 
others carry the germ but aren't infectious. All 74 of those individuals are being treated.   Now some are 
focused on getting the small community back to normal. At least one Ninety Six city official said he's 
looking to his state elected politicians for leadership, but so far hasn't heard or seen anything from 
them.   "I would feel better if we were to see a representative here, come out and explain to the town 
of Ninety Six that they understand what's going on and are keeping it under a microscope, to tell us that 
they are making sure that DHEC is doing their job and making sure it doesn't happen again," said City 
Councilmen of Ward Three Todd Mullinax.   Mullinax said he isn't placing blame how the outbreak has 
been handled solely on DHEC or the school without having all the facts, but believes it's now that the 
town needs its leaders the most.   "They don't mind coming and shaking hands to get elected, so we'd 
like to see them when we do have issues," said Mullinax.   FOX Carolina attempted to contact officials 
with constituents in the Ninety Six area, but were only able to get in contact of one. Rep. Michael Pitts 
said he would like to see statewide changes on how DHEC and schools handle cases like this in the 
future.   "We should have a more clear policy on notification of parents and notification of the public 
based on the results of infection tests," said Rep. Pitts.    Pitts also said he wants his constituents to 
trust DHEC's leadership, as he does.   "It's difficult to trust anything as large as a bureaucracy, but I have 
faith in the leadership at DHEC, and I do trust them," said Pitts.  
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June 25, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
A proposed ordinance regarding proper animal care, including tethering and the number of dogs that 
can be legally owned, was discussed at Monday's Anderson City Council meeting.  The amended bill was 
the fourth item of new business on Monday's agenda. According to the proposed ordinance, there 
would be several requirements for animal ownership affecting city residents who are not permitted as 
kennels or residential agriculture.  One of those changes states that no more than four older than 4 
months could be kept at any location other than, "A licensed kennel facility or on properties zoned 
Residential Agriculture."  The amendment goes on to state that anyone who has more than four dogs at 
the time of bill's passing will have six months to comply with the terms.  The proposed bill also includes 
requirements for animal owners to properly take care of their pets including clean, fresh water; proper 
shelter, protection form weather, etc. along with tethering restrictions.  The ordinance bans tethering 
unless all of the following requirements are met: "The animal must be over the age of 6 months.""The 
animal is in visual range of the responsible party and the responsible party is located outside with the 
animal.""The animal is not tethered more than two hours in any continuous 12-hour period."The tether 
is connected to the animal with a buckle type collar or a body harness made of nylon or leather not less 
than one inch in width and is one inch greater in diameter than the animal's neck or torso." "The tether 
has the following properties: A minimum 12-foot length; a swivel type termination at both ends; is not 
made of chain,; total weight does not exceed ten percent of the animal's bodyweight; and is fabricated 
of a material that prevents tangles." "The animal is not outside during extreme weather including, but 
not limited to, extreme heat, temperatures below 36 degrees Fahrenheit, snow, hail, tornadoes, 
thunderstorms, tropical storms or hurricanes." "The animal is tethered so as to prevent injury, 
strangulation, or entanglement." "The animal has access to water, food and shelter." "The animal is not 
tethered where any object may interfere or impede free movement of the tether."  "The animal is not 
sick or injured." "The animal is not tethered in such proximity to any other tethered animal that would 
allow entanglement." "The animal is not tethered on any property with an unoccupied dwelling to 
include, but not limited to, abandoned or condemned buildings." "Any pulley, running line or trolley 
system to which a tether is attached shall be no less than fifteen feet in length and no more than seven 
feet above ground."  The proposal would amend Section 18-49 of the current Anderson City Code 
regarding animal care.  The council took up a first reading of this ordinance during Monday's meeting 
and voted to take some of the proposals to the Public Safety Committee for further discussion.  

 

 

June 27, 2013                                                                                                                                                                         
With a solemnity reserved for momentous occasions, the Senate passed historic legislation Thursday 
offering the priceless hope of citizenship to millions of immigrants living illegally in America's shadows. 
The bill also promises a military-style effort to secure the long-porous border with Mexico.  The 
bipartisan vote was 68-32 on a measure that sits atop President Barack Obama's second-term domestic 
agenda. Even so, the bill's prospects are highly uncertain in the Republican-controlled House, where 
conservatives generally oppose citizenship for immigrants living in the country unlawfully.  Spectators in 
galleries that overlook the Senate floor watched expectantly as senators voted one by one from their 
desks. Some onlookers erupted in chants of "Yes, we can" after Vice President Joe Biden announced the 
bill's passage.  After three weeks of debate, there was no doubt about the outcome. Fourteen 
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Republicans joined all 52 Democrats and two independents to support the bill.  In a written statement, 
Obama coupled praise for the Senate's action with a plea for resolve by supporters as the House works 
on the issue. "Now is the time when opponents will try their hardest to pull this bipartisan effort apart 
so they can stop commonsense reform from becoming a reality. We cannot let that happen," said the 
president, who was traveling in Africa.  After the bill passed, he called Sen. Chuck Schumer, DN.Y., a 
leading author of the bill, to offer congratulations.  In the final hours of debate, members of the so-
called Gang of 8, the group that drafted the measure, frequently spoke in personal terms while extolling 
the bill's virtues, rebutting its critics - and appealing to the House members who turn comes next.  "Do 
the right thing for America and for your party," said Sen. Bob Menendez, DN.J., who said his mother 
emigrated to the United States from Cuba. "Find common ground. Lean away from the extremes. Opt 
for reason and govern with us."  Arizona Republican Sen. Jeff Flake said those seeking legal status after 
living in the United States illegally must "pass a background check, make good on any tax liability and 
pay a fee and a fine." There are other requirements before citizenship can be obtained, he noted.  He, 
too, spoke from personal experience, recalling time he spent as a youth working alongside family 
members and "undocumented migrant labor, largely from Mexico, who worked harder than we did 
under conditions much more difficult than we endured."  Since then, he said, "I have harbored a feeling 
of admiration and respect for those who have come to risk life and limb and sacrifice so much to 
provide a better life for themselves and their families. "The bill's opponents were unrelenting, if 
outnumbered.  "We will admit dramatically more people than we ever have in our country's history at a 
time when unemployment is high and the Congressional Budget Office has told us that average wages 
will go down for 12 years, that gross national product per capita will decline for 25-plus years, that 
unemployment will go up," said Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala. "The amnesty will occur, but the enforcement 
is not going to occur, and the policies for future immigration are not serving the national interest." In 
the Senate, at least, the developments marked an end to years of gridlock on immigration. The shift 
began taking shape quickly after the 2012 presidential election, when numerous Republican leaders 
concluded the party must show a more welcoming face to Hispanic voters who had given Obama more 
than 70% of their support. Even so, division among Republicans was evident as potential 2016 
presidential contenders split. Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida was 1 of the Gang of 8, while Sens. Rand Paul 
of Kentucky and Ted Cruz of Texas were opposed to the bill.  The legislation's chief provisions includes 
numerous steps to prevent future illegal immigration - some added in a late compromise that swelled 
Republican support for the bill - and to check on the legal status of job applicants already living in the 
United States. At the same time, it offers a 13-year path to citizenship to as many as 11 million 
immigrants now living in the country unlawfully.  Under the deal brokered last week by Republican Sens. 
John Hoeven of North Dakota and Bob Corker of Tennessee and the Gang of 8, the measure requires 
20,000 new Border Patrol agents, the completion of 700 miles of fencing and deployment of an array of 
high-tech devices along the U.S.-Mexico border.  Those living in the country illegally could gain legal 
status while the border security plan was being implemented, but would not be granted permanent 
resident green cards or citizenship.  A plan requiring businesses to check on the legal status of 
prospective employees would be phased in over four years.  Other provisions would expand the number 
of visas available for highly skilled workers relied upon by the technology industry. A separate program 
would be established for lower-skilled workers, and farm workers would be admitted under a 
temporary program. In addition, the system of legal immigration that has been in effect for decades 
would be changed, making family ties less of a factor and elevating the importance of education, job 
skills and relative youth.  With the details of the Senate bill well-known, House Speaker John Boehner 
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said at a news conference the separate legislation the House considers will have majority support 
among Republicans. He also said he hopes the bill will be bipartisan, and he encouraged a group of 4 
Democrats and three Republicans trying to forge a compromise to continue their efforts.  He offered no 
details on how a House bill could be both bipartisan and supported by more than half of his own rank 
and file, given that most of the bills that have moved through the House Judiciary Committee recently 
did so on party line votes over the protests of Democrats. None envisions legal status for immigrants 
now in the country illegally.  Boehner declined to say if there were circumstances under which he could 
support a pathway to citizenship, but he made clear that securing the border was a priority.  "People 
have to have confidence that the border is secure before anything else is really going to work. 
Otherwise, we repeat the mistakes of 1986," he said, referring to the last time Congress overhauled the 
immigration system.  Rep. Nancy Pelosi of California, the House Democratic leader, also said he favors a 
bipartisan approach. At the same time, she noted that Democratic principles for immigration include 
"secure our borders, protect our workers, unite families, a path to legalization and now citizenship for 
those" without legal status.  While the outcome of the Senate vote was not in doubt, supporters 
scrambled to maximize the vote and fell short of 70, a level they had talked of reaching. Schumer spoke 
with New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie on Wednesday night as he lobbied - successfully - for the vote of the 
state's Republican Sen. Jeff Chiesa, whom the governor appointed to his seat. 

 

June 29, 2013                                                                                                                                                                      
Seven million college students will see their student loan costs double on Monday, after a group of 
bipartisan lawmakers failed to agree on a plan to keep interest rates down.  The Senate adjourned for 
the July 4 recess on Thursday, but failed to keep interest rates on Stafford loans at the current 3.4 
percent rate. The federally subsidized loans are set to expire on July 1, after which the interest rate cap 
will rise to 6.8 percent.   Congress’ Joint Economic Committee estimates that the average student will be 
paying $2,600 more starting July 1. On a $23,000 student loan repaid over 10 years, a student would be 
paying about $3,000 total interest.   “At one level it’s modest, but if you have an entry-level position or 
can’t find work, it starts to add up,” Terry Hartle, senior vice president of the American Council of 
Education, told Fox News.   In order to keep interest rates down, lawmakers would have to extend the 
cap, set a new one, or find another way to keep rates low. A bipartisan group of senators introduced 
the “Bipartisan Student Loan Certainty Act”, which would have secured a 1.85 percent interest rate on 
undergraduate Stafford Loans, a 3.4 percent rate on graduate loans, and a 4.4 percent rate on PLUS 
loans that are issued to parents of students. But after paying little attention to the issue for the past 11 
months, lawmakers failed to agree on this proposal and spent the past few weeks arguing about a 
solution.   “We’re tired of this being a political football,” Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.) said at a news 
conference with the co-sponsors of the bill. “This is a responsible program from the standpoint of the 
American taxpayer.”   Senate Democrats on Thursday advocated for a temporary one-year delay of the 
current Stafford loan rates, but Republicans opposed the idea, and the Senate adjourned for recess.   
“Last year we kicked the can down the road and passed a one-year extension for only a small group of 
students… Why would we want to make the same mistake again and just kick the can down the road 
another year?” Burr told AP.   But Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) believes it would be best to extend current 
rates until Congress can come up with a better solution, to avoid the rise in interest rates.   “Students 
across this country would rather have no deal than a bad deal,” Reed said. “We’re at the point where 
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we have to do our best to extend the 3.4 percent interest rate while we work on a good deal, not just 
any deal.”   Sen. Tom Harkin, the chairman of the Senate education panel, said lawmakers would 
consider a retroactive fix on July 10.  The US government is already forecast to make a record $51 billion 
profit from the federal student loan program this year at current interest rates, which Sen. Angus King 
(I-Maine) described as “billions of dollars off the backs of our students.” If lawmakers fail to make a 
retroactive deal that would undo the impending spike in interest rates, US college students may find 
themselves unable to afford taking out a federal loan.   

 

 

June 30, 2013                                                                                                                                                             
Challenging African youth to seize a "moment of great promise," President Barack Obama declared 
Sunday that the future of the young and growing continent still rests in ailing South African leader 
Nelson Mandela's vision for equality and opportunity. Seeking to carve out his own piece of that legacy, 
Obama unveiled an ambitious initiative to double electricity access in sub-Saharan Africa, vowing to 
bring "light where there is darkness."  The president's address at the University of Cape Town capped an 
emotionally charged day in this picturesque coastal city, including a solemn visit to the Robben Island 
prison where Mandela was confined for 18 of his 27 years in captivity. Obama stood stoically with his 
family in Mandela's cramped cell and peered across the lime quarry where Mandela toiled each day, 
causing the damage to his lungs that led to his latest hospital stint.  "Nelson Mandela showed us that 
one man's courage can move the world," Obama said during his evening speech at the university. He 
was flanked by a diverse array of students, underscoring Mandela's vision for a unified "rainbow nation" 
for the country once led by a white racist government.  In the flagship address of his weeklong trip to 
Africa, Obama outlined a U.S. policy toward the continent that focuses on increasing the region's ability 
to support itself economically, politically and militarily. Harkening back to a prominent theme from his 
2009 speech in Ghana - Obama's only other trip to Africa as president - he said Africans must take much 
of the responsibility for achieving that goal, although he pledged American assistance.  "Ultimately I 
believe Africans should make up their own minds about what serves African interests," he said. "We 
trust your judgment, the judgment of ordinary people. We believe that when you control your destiny, 
if you got a handle on your governments, then governments will promote freedom and opportunity, 
because that will serve you."  Obama's address came nearly 50 years after Robert F. Kennedy delivered 
his famous speech at the same university. Kennedy's speech, delivered soon after Mandela was 
sentenced to life in prison, called on young people to launch a fight against injustice, creating ripples of 
hope that would "build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and 
resistance."  Much has changed in South Africa since Kennedy addressed the nation. The apartheid 
regime crumbled under intense internal and external pressure. Mandela was elected as his country's 
first black president following his release from prison. And South Africa has rapidly become continent's 
economic and political powerhouse.  But Obama said that progress, in South Africa and elsewhere on 
the continent, rests on a "fragile foundation." In order to solidify the gains, Obama called on Africans to 
focus on three priorities: expanding opportunity, promoting democracy and supporting peace.  A 
cornerstone of Obama's efforts to expand opportunity is the new "Power Africa" initiative unveiled 
ahead of his speech. The venture is supported by $7 billion in U.S. investment and $9 billion from the 
private sector, and will seek to bring electricity to at least 20 million new households and commercial 
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entities in an initial set of 6 countries: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria and Tanzania.  The White 
House did not set a specific deadline for achieving that goal, but Obama advisers said it could happen 
within a decade. However, the first round of contributions still fall well short of the $300 billion the 
International Energy Agency says would be required to achieve universal electricity access in sub-
Saharan Africa by 2030.  Obama opened his speech with deeply personal remarks about Mandela, 
tracing the anti-apartheid icon's influence on his own political activism to his young daughters. He said 
that standing in Mandela's cell alongside Malia and Sasha made the experience all the more poignant, 
reflecting on the distinction he shares with Mandela in being his country's first black president.  "Seeing 
them stand within the walls that once surrounded Nelson Mandela, I knew this was an experience they 
would never forget," he said. "I knew they now appreciated a little bit more that Madiba and other had 
made for freedom," Obama added, referring to Mandela by his clan name.  Obama arrived in Cape 
Town Sunday from Johannesburg, where he met privately with members of Mandela's family and spoke 
with the former president's wife. In keeping with the family's wishes, Obama did not visit Mandela in 
the hospital.  On a sunny winter day in the Southern Hemisphere, Obama and his family flew by 
helicopter to Robben Island, the prison that epitomized the struggle of Mandela and his contemporaries 
against apartheid rule. The Obamas were led through the island by Ahmed Kathrada, an 83-year-old 
former prisoner who was held alongside Mandela and had also given Obama a tour of the jail when he 
visited as a U.S. senator in 2006.  The Obamas solemnly peered across the bright white lime quarry 
where Mandela worked each day. They spent 20 minutes inside the tiny cell where Mandela spent 
nearly two decades of his life, all the while inspiring the anti-apartheid movement on mainland South 
Africa.  Before closing their visit, Obama and wife Michelle stoically entered a prison courtyard, the 
president's hand on the small of the first lady's back, to sign a guestbook.  "On behalf of our family 
we're deeply humbled to stand where men of such courage faced down injustice and refused to yield," 
Obama wrote. "The world is grateful for the heroes of Robben Island, who remind us that no shackles or 
cells can match the strength of the human spirit."  The president also stopped Sunday at a health center 
overseen by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a visit aimed at highlighting the impact of a U.S.-funded 
program to stop the spread of HIV and AIDS. The President's Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief, or PEPFAR, 
was started by George W. Bush and continued by Obama.  Obama praised Tutu's work in an emotional 
meeting in which Tutu said Africans are praying that Obama will be a success and a leader for peace, 
particularly in the Middle East. Many of their aides were brought to tears as the two men embraced in a 
hug.  The White House said the U.S. will spend about $4.2 billion on PEPFAR funding this year, money 
that has been used to increase the number of people receiving life-saving anti-retroviral drugs and to 
prevent mother-to-child transmission of the virus.  Bush, who has stayed active on Africa issues since 
leaving office, was scheduled to be in Tanzania Monday, the same day Obama arrives in the East African 
nation. The White  House did not rule out the possibility of a meeting between the two presidents. 
Associated Press writer Nedra Pickler contributed to this report. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS AIRED: 

 Energy Efficiency, Replanting Forests, Discover Nature, Wildfire Prevention, World Wildlife Fund 
 

 

April 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
Sirens will sound across the Upstate on Tuesday morning during a statewide tornado drill as part of 
Severe Weather Awareness Week.  The drill is scheduled for 9 a.m. in South Carolina. Public schools, 
emergency management officials, broadcasters and more will participate in the drill, which will help the 
public prepare to handle weather emergencies.  The drill will be issued by the National Weather Service 
using the Emergency Alert System and NOAA weather radios, weather permitting.  According to the 
National Weather Service, North Carolina will hold its own statewide drill at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday.  
FOX Carolina Chief Meteorologist Kendra Kent will also address each day's topic on the Weather Blog. 

 

April 3, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
Up to a foot of snow could fall in the higher elevations of the North Carolina mountains. The National 
Weather Service has posted winter storm warnings until 6 a.m. Thursday for the northwestern 
mountains. A winter weather advisory is in effect until midnight for other parts of the mountains.  
Forecasters say up to 12 inches of snow could fall in the higher elevations of mountains. Forecasters say 
between 2 and 5 inches is expected around Boone.  Farther south, up to about 2 inches of snow is 
expected in the Asheville area.  Light snow was reported early Wednesday in Asheville, Jefferson and 
farther west in Franklin.  In Jackson County, a FOX Carolina iWitness reported at least 4 inches of snow  
on Wednesday morning, with flurries still falling. A few flurries were also spotted in parts of the Upstate 
Wednesday morning.  If you see flurries or a foot of snow, be sure to send your weather pics to 
iwitness@foxcarolina.com. 

 

April 13, 2013                                                                                                                                                                           
A red flag fire alert was issued for the entire state of South Carolina by forestry officials Friday.  The 
South Carolina Forestry Commission said the warning that urges postponing outdoor burning goes into 
effect at midnight.  Officials said weather conditions on Saturday - 30 mph wind gusts, low humidity and 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/weatherblog
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warm temperatures - will elevate the fire danger level in the state. They said the conditions will support 
the starting and spread of wildfires.  Nearly half of all forest fires begin while someone is burning debris, 
officials said.  Officials said the alert does not ban outdoor burning in most unincorporated areas, but 
some local ordinances may do so.  Oconee County Fire Chief Charlie King said since Friday morning, 
firefighters in his area have responded to 11 brush fires, two of which were significant.  In Union County 
on Saturday, 11 volunteer fire departments and Union's city fire department participated in a smoke 
house training exercise at the South Side Fire Department facility in Union. During the training, several 
departments had to leave to fight out-of-control brush fires in the county.   Lee Brannon of the Union 
County Fire Association said all departments are seeing low numbers of volunteers, causing their 
response crews in some cases to be cut in half. He said fighting brush fires can be difficult, and having 
more hands on deck would help keep the communities safe.   "I know lot of people may say 'Well we 
don't get paid for this,' but you know you're volunteering for your community, and the community is 
dependent on you," said Brannon.   Those interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter should contact 
their local fire department for information about training.    Across the state, fires posed problems for 
crews and ousted many from their homes after a massive fires swept across parts of Carolina Forest on 
Saturday.  FOX Carolina chief meteorologist Kendra Kent has forecast a dry, warm weekend in the 
Upstate, followed by rain on Monday. 

 

April 15, 2013                                                                                                                                                                        
The state forestry commission has lifted the red flag fire alert that been issued for all of South Carolina.  
Commission spokesman Scott Hawkins said rain, higher relative humidity, cooler temperatures and a 
drop in winds prompted the decision Monday to lift the alert.  A burning ban remains in effect in Horry 
County.  Gov. Nikki Haley and state and local emergency preparedness officials on Monday afternoon 
planned to brief reporters on the fire at Windsor Green in Carolina Forest. The fire destroyed two dozen 
buildings in the condominium development Saturday night.  The forestry commission continues to 
investigate the cause of the fire, which destroyed more than 100 units. Officials said some of the condos 
were used as vacation homes and were not occupied.  There were several brush and wildfires across the 
Upstate, though none as severe as in Carolina Forest.  State forestry reports said firefighters responded 
to 11 Upstate fires, estimated at more than $6,000 property loss. There were a few other house fires in 
the area throughout the weekend, including one in Belton that spread to surrounding land because of 
the windy conditions. 

 

April 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                  
After unseasonably warm weather the weekend before spring, the vernal equinox arrived Wednesday 
to warnings of freezing temperatures.  The National Weather Service issued a freeze warning from 
midnight to 9 a.m. Thursday for nearly all of the Upstate of South Carolina and the lower elevations of 
McDowell, Polk and Rutherford counties in North Carolina. FOX Carolina Chief Meteorologist Kendra 
Kent said temperatures will plunge into the upper 20s in the Upstate and lower 20s in the mountains by 
early Thursday morning.   With the frosty conditions across the mountains, many schools issued delays 
Thursday morning as some areas awoke to a light snowfall.  Kent said the cold weather will stick around 
for the second day of spring, with high temperatures struggling to climb into the middle 40s for most 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21660786/breaking-news-fire-at-carolina-forest
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21667757/fire-destroys-home-while-belton-family-on-vacation
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locations Thursday afternoon. She said another freeze is expected Thursday night.  People who have 
outdoor plants that have started blooming, may want to cover them up or bring them inside to protect 
them from the cold snap.  The temperatures represent a major departure from the seasonal averages - 
65 degrees in Greenville and 60 degrees for Asheville, NC.  Wet weather arrives for the weekend. A cold 
rain is forecast for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Kent said. She said the precipitation could end as a 
wintry mix for the mountains Sunday morning. 

 

April 18, 2013                                                                                                                                                                       
Another frigid night is forecast for the western Carolinas before rain moves into the region for the 
weekend, according to FOX Carolina Chief Meteorologist Kendra Kent.  The National Weather Service 
issued a freeze warning from midnight to 9 a.m. Friday for all of the Upstate of South Carolina, 
northeast Georgia and McDowell, Polk and Rutherford counties in North Carolina.  Kent said 
temperatures Thursday night will plummet into the upper 20s in the Upstate and lower 20s in the 
mountains.  The unseasonably cool air stays in the region through the weekend, Kent said.  Kent said 
clouds will move into the region by Friday afternoon and rain will begin by the evening. She said the 
best chance of rain for the weekend will be Saturday night and Sunday morning.  The rain will be cold 
with highs hovering in the 50s for the whole weekend, Kent said. 

 

April 23, 2013                                                                                                                                                                      
Just a few weeks ago, the weather was warm and many people were out in the yard planting flowers.   
But those flowers could all freeze during the next couple of days as temperatures dip below 32 degrees. 
Alan Walcher, who owns Country Boy's Garden Center in Greenville, said if you have soft flowers like 
geraniums, their tops should be covered with a sheet or a pillow case. If they are in a container, bring 
them inside. He said most flowers and plants will withstand the temperatures outside.   "If you've got 
rose bushes or any perennials that are coming up now like daylilies, don't even worry about those," said 
Walcher. "They are hardy and will be good down to about 22 or 23 degrees."  Walcher said people don't 
even have to worry about the tulips. They can withstand a frost, too.  But farmers and their crops, 
however, are at Mother Nature's mercy over the next few nights.   "Farmers are the ones who are in the 
worst situation, especially on the peaches. The peaches I saw the other day are in 50 percent bloom. I 
even saw one variety that is up to 75 or 80 percent bloom," said Walcher.   Since peaches are in bloom 
they are at a high risk for frost damage. Farmers are hoping high wind will prevent frost from settling 
and protect the peach blooms.  Strawberries, however, will withstand better since they can be covered 
or insulated with irrigation.  

 

May 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                       
After a warm, spring-like week, the weather will take a cold and wet turn Thursday, according to FOX 
Carolina Chief Meteorologist Kendra Kent.  Kent said a storm system moving along the Gulf Coast will 
funnel moisture into the western Carolinas. She said the rain will persist throughout much of Thursday, 
with periods of heavy rain possible.  As much as an inch of rain is possible in some locations, Kent said.  
In addition to the rain, an easterly wind will keep things cold, Kent said. She said temperatures will 
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struggle to reach 50 degrees across the western Carolinas on Thursday.  Kent said the rain will end by 
Friday morning.  The gorgeous weather returns in time for the weekend when high temperatures of 
near 70 degrees are forecast, Kent said. 

 

May 9, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
While many have enjoyed the warmer temperatures and dry, sunny days, forecasters said those 
conditions may increase the chance of severe weather as storms move into the Upstate on Thursday.  
FOX Carolina Meteorologist Andy Wood said scattered showers will move into the western Carolinas 
and northeast Georgia in the afternoon, with thunderstorms increasing in the evening.  The main threat 
with the storms will be high winds capable of damage with a much smaller chance of an isolated 
tornado between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m., according to Wood.  The National Weather Service issued a 
tornado watch for most of northeast Georgia, the Upstate and western North Carolina until 2 or 4 a.m. 
Friday, depending on the county.  Forecasters said there is a chance of heavy rain, hail and the threat of 
a possible isolated tornado.  The chance for rain and severe weather prompted officials to cancel 
Thursday night's Piedmont Natural Gas Downtown Alive in Greenville, Block Party in Anderson and 
Music On Main in downtown Spartanburg.  Other events were rescheduled events because of the 
weather. Wofford College's Relay For Life was moved into Benjamin Johnson Arena. The college's Joy 
Prom will go on as planned.   Wood said the rain and storms will move out early Friday morning with 
sunshine returning during the day, with temperatures reaching the mid to high 70's.  Stay with FOX 
Carolina for continuing severe weather coverage throughout Thursday. 

 

May 19, 2013                                                                                                                                                                             
An estimated 26 tornadoes struck Oklahoma, Kansas, Iowa, and Illinois on Sunday, with another 
touching down in Missouri early Monday morning. The damage claimed the life of at least two people 
and injured 21. Glen Irish, 79, and Billy Hutchinson, 76, both from Shawnee, were found dead after a 
tornado leveled a central Oklahoma mobile home park, according to the Associated Press.  Two people 
from that same county were reported missing, but they have since been found and authorities said they 
were not at home when the tornado hit, according to CNN. After several tornadoes touched down in 
four states throughout the day Sunday, the tornado spree continued when another touched down in 
Golden City, MO before 2:00 a.m. EST.   The area of Pottawatomie County, OK, where Shawnee is 
located, saw two large tornadoes touched down, causing severe damage to homes and businesses and 
flipping a semi truck on Interstate 40.   Search and rescue operations are underway and reports of more 
deaths and injuries are possible in the area located 35 miles southeast of Oklahoma City.  Homes and 
businesses were damaged in Wichita, KS, and outside of Oklahoma City.  Areas north of Des Moines, IA, 
were hit by a tornado leaving thousands of homes without power, according to the Des Moines 
Register.  Hail pelted Wichita, KS, as the severe weather moved through earlier on Sunday. Large hail 
was reported as far north as Minnesota and south to Texas.  The outbreak happened just three days 
before the second anniversary of the fatal, F5 tornado that  smashed Joplin, MO on May 22, 2011.  For 
days, the National Weather Service forecasted severe weather for Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri and 
Iowa, including the possibility of "intense tornadoes." High winds in the upper atmosphere continue, 
meaning the threat of severe weather and tornadoes will continue in the same area Monday, according 
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to the National Weather Service.  The storm outbreak comes four days after 16 tornadoes touched 
down in north Texas, killing six people and destroying Granbury, TX. 

 

May 21, 2013                                                                                                                                                                             
The National Weather Service is calling the tornado that ripped through Moore, OK, a top-of-the-scale 
EF-5. The tornado tore through the city with winds over 200 mph. On Monday, the NWS initially said the 
storm was an EF-4, but after assessing on the ground, they used the word "incredible" to describe the 
damage done by the powerful storm and upgraded its rating.  Gov. Mary Fallin said Tuesday officials did 
not know how many people were still missing but planned to continue looking through the devastation 
caused by a massive tornado. "We will go through every building and every piece of debris," Fallin said.  
Moore Fire Chief Gary Bird said rescuers had been through most of the structures, cars and homes by 
Tuesday at least once.    "We will be through every damaged piece of property in this city at least three 
times before we're done," he said.   The tornado, cut a 17-mile stretch as wide as two miles through the 
Oklahoma City metro area.  "It's hard to look at," Fallin, who took an aerial tour of the damage, said. 
"The big challenge for us is determining where to begin. The streets are gone."  The Oklahoma Medical 
Examiner's Office revised the death total from the EF-5 storm from 51 to 24 Tuesday.  Amy Elliot, chief 
administrative officer for the medical examiner's office, said some of the victims were counted twice 
during the early phases of the recovery effort.   "To date, 24 deceased victims of the tornado have been 
transported to our Oklahoma City office," she stated via email. "Positive identifications have been made 
in the vast majority of those, and these are ready for return to their loved ones."  Nine of the dead were 
children; seven were found at an elementary school directly hit by the storm. All of the victims resided 
in the Moore area.   While many schools have safe rooms, the two schools that were hit did not have 
them.   CNN reported at least 237 people had been injured in Monday's storms.  In a Tuesday news 
conference, President Barack Obama said he told senior staff Oklahoma should get everything it needed 
"right away." He encouraged people who want to help to go online to the American Red Cross.   "We 
recognize you face a long road ahead ... but you will not travel that path alone. Your country will travel 
it with you," he said.  Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management representative Terri Watkins 
said 101 people had been found alive and rescued, CNN reported. But the death toll is expected to rise 
as emergency crews continue their search.   Earlier, the medical examiner's office said it expected to see 
around 40 additional bodies, half of them children.   Rescuers worked all night searching the debris for 
survivors, with particular attention focused on Plaza Tower Elementary, one of two elementary schools 
destroyed by the twister.  "They're pressing forward. Hopefully we'll hear just some glimpse, and we can 
help some child … help some grownup," James Dickens, a rescue worker, told CNN early Tuesday 
morning.  Children and personnel at the other elementary school in the storm's path, Briarwood 
Elementary, were all safe and accounted for Monday.  The local hospital, Moore Medical Center, was 
also demolished by the tornado, with all there reported safe. Vehicles were seen piled up in the parking 
lot, with red Xs denoting the vehicles had been searched.  President Barack Obama declared the scene a 
disaster area, allowing the release of federal emergency funds to help with the town's recovery.  
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin activated the National Guard and said crews were "trying to make sure we 
have looked under every single piece of debris" for trapped victims.  Among the organizations 
mobilizing were Task Force One of Tennessee and Texas, urban search and rescue teams, WMC-TV and 
KLTV reported.   The city of Joplin, MO, which suffered its own devastating tornado two years ago, sent 
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official assistance Monday night.  "We remember the amount of assistance that we received following 
the tornado two years ago, and we want to help others as they helped us. We know too well what their 
community is facing, and we feel an obligation to serve them as they have served us," said Joplin City 
Manager Mark Rohr in a statement.  Country singer Toby Keith, who hails from Moore, reflected on the 
tragedy in a released statement.  "This storm has devastated the community that I grew up in," he said. 
"I rode my bike through those neighborhoods. I have family and friends in Moore. My heart and prayers 
go to those that have lost so much. But Moore is strong, and we will persevere. God be with you all."  
According to the Facebook page Moore Oklahoma Tornado Info, more than a hundred horses were 
killed and many were injured. Volunteer veterinary assistance was on hand.  The American Red Cross 
started accepting donations to aid in their response. Donations can be made a www.redcross.org/okc or 
by texting REDCROSS to 90999.  To donate $10 to the Salvation Army, text STORM to 80888 or visit 
https://donate.salvationarmyusa.org/uss/eds/aok.   To search for missing relatives or to register 
yourself as safe, visit safeandwell.org. 

 

May 31, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                
Ten people are confirmed dead after a series of violent storms tore through the Midwest on Friday, 
taking aim at two major metropolitan areas: Oklahoma City and St. Louis. Among the dead are a mother 
and baby who were found in their vehicle on Interstate 40. The Associated Press is reporting two 
children are among the fatalities and 75 people sustained injuries in the storms.  A road in Oklahoma 
washed out due to flash floods in the area, and flooding and damage to other roads due to the storm 
has hampered rescue efforts. Some residents in Canadian County, OK, are without water and other 
services following the storm, authorities confirmed Saturday morning.  A storm the National Weather 
Service called "large" and "violent" touched down in central Oklahoma on Friday, making its way along I-
40 toward Oklahoma City.   The supercell storm spawned at least two tornadoes.  TV cameras caught 
the first tornado developing then touching down near El Reno, OK, around 6 p.m. CST. The twister 
appeared to land in a rural field and have multiple vortices, meaning the tornado could contain more 
than one funnel. A second tornado followed closely behind the first.  The two tornadoes were "rain 
wrapped," making the funnel cloud difficult to spot.  The city of Oklahoma City stated that a severe 
thunderstorm watch remained in effect for central Oklahoma until 5 a.m. Saturday.   Due to severe 
flooding from the heavy precipitation, authorities were encouraging residents to stay off of the roads 
and to avoid flooded areas.  Just after midnight Saturday, tornado warnings were reported in eastern 
Oklahoma, near Fort Smith, AR, and in McDonald or Barry County, MO.   The National Weather Service 
office in Springfield, MO, reported that "storms will continue to roll across extreme southeast Kansas 
and southern Missouri overnight. The risk of sever storms and flooding will persist." Flooding took the 
life of a sheriff in Arkansas. Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter died Friday while responding to a 911 
call, and Arkansas Game and Fish Warden Joel Campora was missing.  The men were attempting to 
rescue two women from a flooded home when the flooded home imploded, according to a CNN report. 
The two women were also still missing Friday. OG & E, a major electrical company in Oklahoma, 
reported that 54,000 customers lost power Friday, and it was unknown how long the power would stay 
out. In the St. Louis metro area, which is at the front of the weather system, three tornadoes were 
reported on the ground.  A Hollywood Casino and buildings in a research park were damaged. Earlier 
reports of multiple injuries at an Earth City Holiday Inn proved to be inaccurate.  The St. Louis Cardinals 

https://www.facebook.com/MooreOKTornadoInfo
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postponed their game with the San Francisco Giants until Saturday because of the severe weather. 
Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon declared a state of emergency.  Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin said on CNN that 
the state prepared for the storm all day, saying many private businesses sent people home early this 
afternoon.  El Reno is about 30 miles west of Oklahoma City. The National Weather Service issued a 
tornado emergency for the city, which has a population of more than 17,000 residents. A tornado 
emergency was also issued for Oklahoma City and surrounding suburbs, which includes Moore. Tinker 
Air Force Base also was under a tornado warning.  Tractor-trailers and cars were flipped along parts of I-
40, and about 50,000 people are without power in the Oklahoma City area.  State troopers shut down 
portions of the interstate in an attempt to get motorists out of the storm's path.  At Will Rogers World 
Airport, in Oklahoma City, passengers were evacuated to an underground  tunnel, and flights were 
grounded for the remainder of Friday. The airport reopened early Saturday despite reports of roof 
damage to the terminal, according to the airport's Twitter feed, but all early morning departures were 
canceled.   The NCAA Women's College World Series, happening in Oklahoma City, was delayed before 
finally being postponed until Saturday. The first game featuring Washington vs. Tennessee was 
supposed to begin at 6 p.m. CST. The Tennessee softball team tweeted that they were taking cover in 
the basement of their hotel's parking garage and that everyone is safe and accounted for.   A vehicle 
used by a Weather Channel storm team and forecaster Mike Bettes was thrown 200 yards by the storm. 
The impact destroyed the vehicle. The Weather Channel reports the airbags deployed and everyone is 
safe, but the team did sustain minor injuries.   Tennis ball-sized hail rained down across the area.   
Forecasters at the National Weather Center were urged to stay away from windows due to strong 
winds.   In Moore, OK, a town still picking up the pieces from an EF-5 tornado that hit May 20, the 
cleanup began once again.   "There's very little power, the streets are flooded, I can't even get to my 
house to see if it's OK," said Moore Mayor Glen Lewis.   Ahead of Friday's storms, the National Weather 
Service issued a tornado watch for parts of central and northeastern Oklahoma, calling it a "particularly 
dangerous situation" capable of producing intense tornadoes and up to 4 inch hail.   Joplin, MO, which 
observed the two-year anniversary of the fatal EF-5 tornado that killed 158 people, also was under a 
warning Friday.  Thursday, four tornadoes were reported in Arkansas and Oklahoma, three in Oklahoma 
and one in Arkansas.   Authorities in Tull, AR, said a driver died Thursday when a tree was knocked down 
onto his car, according to the Associated Press.  Nine people were injured, all in Arkansas.  Rotational 
clouds briefly touched down near Perkins and Ripley northeast of Oklahoma City about 3 p.m. CST 
Thursday, according to KWTV. A tornado also touched down in Broken Arrow, OK, a suburb of Tulsa, at 
approximately 8:40 p.m. CST Thursday. Meteorologist Pete Snyder said the tornado caused 
"considerable damage."  However, the National Weather Service stated the tornado did not appear to 
be as strong as the one that struck Moore, OK, last week.  Two homes were destroyed in Oden, AR.  The 
outdoor Wakarusa Music Festival on Mulberry Mountain in Ozark, AR, was postponed Thursday and will 
be rescheduled. Snoop Lion (formerly Snoop Dogg), the Black Crowes and Widespread Panic were 
among the scheduled acts.  About 15,000 people took shelter in their cars to escape high winds and 
lightning, according to the Southwest Times.   According to an Associated Press report, tornadoes were 
spotted in Montgomery and Clark counties in western Arkansas Thursday. At least nine people were 
injured by the tornadoes Thursday, and two others were injured by lightning. An Emergency 
Management spokesperson reported one destroyed home in the two counties.  Lightning was blamed 
for a fire that destroyed two floors of a condominium building in northwestern Indiana Thursday.   
Severe thunderstorms also caused property damage Thursday in Onawa, IA. 

https://twitter.com/LadyVol_Sftball/status/340614313599438848/photo/1
https://twitter.com/SeanSchoferTVN/status/340625216378126337/photo/1
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June 3, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                   
A historic building in downtown Woodruff could not handle the strong wind and heavy rains during the 
weekend. On Sunday, firefighters said the entire roof of the building at Main and Georgia streets 
buckled under the water's pressure.  Sun Quest Tanning Salon and Hot Tub Sales operate out of the 
building.   Workers in the building along with the neighboring building were forced to evacuate.  "My 
local manager called me and said that the roof has collapsed of the building next door and that we've 
been advised to move our stuff our of the store as quickly possible," said Chip Asbury, a business owner 
next door. "So my reaction is to get here as quick as I could so we are fortunately no one was hurt."  
One lane of Main Street was closed because of the damage and expected to remain blocked off until 
the building is deemed structurally sound. 

 

June 3, 2013                                                                                                                                                                          
After a few days of rain and cloud-covered skies, the western Carolinas and northeast Georgia 
continued to feel the effects of the downpours on Monday. Heavy rain caused a few mudslides across 
the mountain areas including a slide along Highway 74 in Henderson County Sunday night.   As of 
Monday morning, Highway 70 was closed in both directions west of Black Mountain because of a 
landslide while another slide east of the mountain had NC 9 blocked, according to NC DOT officials.   
Norfolk Southern officials said a worker was killed during a mudslide two miles east of Black Mountain 
Monday morning.   FOX Carolina Meteorologist Nicole Papay forecast that patchy rain will persist 
through Monday, though some areas will see some drying.  Some Upstate and western North Carolina 
counties remain under a flood warning, though most have been removed from the flood watch list. Click 
here to see all active alerts.  The heavy rain fall prompted rising rivers and even some damage across 
the Upstate and mountain areas on Sunday. An emergency shelter opened on Sunday in Pickens County 
for residents along the Saluda River, though the flood threat decreased, allowing the shelter to close 
Monday morning.  In the Asheville area, several roads were closed to traffic because of rising flood 
waters from the French Broad and Swannanoa rivers including: Lyman Street near Riverside Drive (at 12 
Bones) Riverside Drive under the train trestle from Hillside Drive to Amboy Road Sections of Amboy 
Road Azalea Road east at the soccer fields Swannanoa River Road from Caledonia Road to Glendale 
Road  Emma Road at Craven Street to the railroad trestle   Drivers are reminded to follow detours and 
barricades' instructions and to not try and drive across roads with standing water.  In Woodruff, a 
historic building was damaged by the heavy rains and winds.  Temperatures are forecast to remain 
cooler than normal reaching into the 60s through Monday, said Papay.   Meteorologist Andy Wood said 
the area will see scattered storms on Tuesday, with brief periods of heavy rain with the chance for small 
hail. Sunny skies and warmed temperatures are forecast to return to the area later in the week.  

 

June 4, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
Good news for South Carolina - state officials said we're no longer in a drought.   The SC Drought 
response committee said they've downgraded from moderate to no drought for 22 counties and from 
incipient to no drought for the remaining counties.   "The committee usually avoids downgrading the 
drought two levels, but in today's decision there was consistent and overwhelming support from all the 
drought indicators combined with a high probability for above normal precipitation in the upcoming 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22170834/rail-worker-killed-in-western-nc-mudslide
http://www.foxcarolina.com/weatheralerts
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22165582/shelter-opening-in-pickens-co-for-flooding-victims
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22169924/historic-woodruff-building-damaged-amidst-rain-winds
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weeks," said Chris Bickley of the committee in a press release.  The news and the heavy rains have 
thrilled farmers like Tom Trantham of Happy Cow Creamery.  'I'm looking forward to a great year," said 
Trantham.   The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources said it's the first time since June 2010 
the state has been in a drought-free category.    Evidence of the extra moisture is in some lake levels in 
the Upstate as well. The National Weather Service says Lake Hartwell is now at 659 feet, just a foot 
under what would be considered a full pool.   FOX Carolina Meteorologist Andy Wood said the 
weekend's rain made it fill up fast.   "Considering the size of Lake Hartwell, going up a foot in a day's 
time is big, especially considering we got three inches of rain yesterday and smashed the rainfall 
record," said Wood.   But not everyone feels the entire state is in the clear just yet. Duke Energy 
announced they don't agree with the state's findings that the drought is over. Duke Energy's Ryan 
Mosier wrote to FOX Carolina in an email:  "We recognize the drought response committee's decision 
may reflect overall conditions statewide; however, Duke Energy is most focused on the river basins 
where we operate reservoirs, and those local conditions can vary.  "In addition to our recommendations 
at the meeting, we discussed our perspective that a statewide decision removing drought might be 
confusing to water users in the Upper Savannah where local conditions still meet Stage 2. Neighbors on 
Lake Keowee are still limited to irrigating lawns on Tuesdays and Saturdays, and Lake Jocassee has 
improved  from recent rainfall but is still 14 feet below full pond.  "On the Upper Savannah, the interim 
drought plan that Greenville Water, Seneca Light & Water and Duke Energy voluntarily implemented in 
January 2012 is in Stage 2. Because of this collaboration, we have been able to conserve more than 7 
million gallons a day in Lake Keowee that otherwise would have been used.   "These basinwide response 
plans help ensure common responses to defined conditions, such as stream flows, reservoir storage and 
the U.S. drought monitor. These response plans require Duke Energy's hydro operations to become 
increasingly more conservative as drought stages progress. Conventional hydro stations are some of our 
most cost-effective and cleanest generating sources. We sacrifice that, however, during times of 
significant drought, since we recognize the important role these reservoirs play in meeting drinking 
water needs, industrial and agricultural water needs, recreation and habitat."  FOX Carolina 
meteorologists said summer and fall are the driest times of the year, but we are five inches over the 
rainfall surplus this year, so if we do get back down to a drought, it's going to take some time.  

 

June 9, 2013                                                                                                                                                                            
Parts of Greenwood and Laurens County were under a tornado watch at about 4 p.m. Sunday after 
cloud rotation was picked up on the radar.   The afternoon's storm came as a surprise to many near 
Lake Greenwood, especially for boaters like Elizabeth Burns.   "We were on the pontoon on the lake, 
and a horrible storm came up with a huge cloud, it looked like a tornado cloud like it was going to touch 
down," said Burns.    First came the menacing skies, than a tornado warning was issued by the National 
Weather Service. For boaters like Burns, the sight of what meteorologist say was likely a shelf cloud sent 
a pretty clear message.  "We needed to get off the water," said Burns.   As Burns and her group headed 
for shore, they learned just how fast a strong storm system can move.  "It was all the sudden on top of 
us, and then it out run us," said Burns. "Especially with the kids on the boat, that was concerning. You're 
on a floating metal barge in the water with a storm like that."    The group got to the nearest shoreline 
soon, and what was picked up as cloud rotation on the radar right over Lake Greenwood never touched 
down. 
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June 25, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
Duke Energy has requested to increase their rates but some Upstate customers are not letting it happen 
without a fight.  The proposed increase is a 16.3 percent hike for residential customers and a 14.4 
percent hike for business. Duke Energy said the rate hikes are necessary to replace older, less-efficient 
facilities.  More than 1,600 people have contacted the state's Public Services Commission and some 
spoke out at the Greenville County Council meeting on Monday against the increase.  "We don't have to 
sit back and take it time and time again, we can get involved and have our voice be heard and hopefully 
we can stop this thing," said Seth Powell, President of the Greenville Tax Payers Association.   Duke 
Energy spokesperson Ryan Mosier said they want to make sure if someone has a question or concern, 
the company can address it face-to-face.  A public meeting about the proposed increase was held last 
week in Spartanburg and is scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday at the Anderson Civic Center in Ballrooms A 
and B. The Civic Center is located at 3027 MLK Jr. Blvd.  The Public Service Commission will make a 
decision on the proposed increase by Sept. 18. 

 

June 27, 2013                                                                                                                                                                         
After a heavy rain, Gene Norris said before he steps foot in his backyard in Simpsonville, he can smell 
what's back there.  "You could smell you know what!" Norris said. "Stuff you flush down your commode 
was floating around in the backyard."  He said last Saturday after a storm, his yard turned into a lake 
when the creek near his backyard overflowed and sometimes so does the septic tank.  "I can find toilet 
paper and condoms hanging from the side of it," Norris said.  He said the problem is an area of his 
backyard used to be a ditch. He said he made a deal with the city to put down a culvert and bought the 
pipe for it. He said the city installed it, but when it rains and the creek overflows, erosion causes the 
pipe to separate.  "So, it starts breaking down, and you have sinkholes here and sinkholes there," Norris 
said.  But he said now, somehow the city water pipeline and the sewer line are forming the mess in his 
yard all at once. And he said at times, sewage spews from a manhole near his front yard, too.  "These 
sewer lines that they have in the city are not adequate enough to do what they're supposed to do," 
Norris said.  He put down chemicals to absorb the water and the smell and called Sylvia Lockaby, his city 
council representative, to take a look.  "It was unreal," Lockaby said.  She said after touring the yard, she 
called a crew with the public works department.  "We went to the service road and they checked two 
more manholes over there and we're working on it," Lockaby said. "Nobody wants it in their yard, and 
I'm here to help Mr. Norris."  And maybe soon Norris can step in his backyard without stepping in it.  
Norris said he has a meeting with public works officials on Thursday and also plans to soon meet with 
DHEC. He said he appreciates the city's attention on the matter. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
SECOND  QUARTER 2013 

 
Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  AIRED: 

 Dropout Prevention, Literacy, College Access, GED 
 
 
 

April 3, 2013                                                                                                                                                                
Legislators said this weekend could decide the fate of the South Carolina High School League.  A bill 
discussed by a Senate panel Wednesday would eliminate the independent, dues-paying organization 
that governs middle and high school sports. Its responsibilities would transfer to the state Education 
Department, under an athletic commissioner appointed by the state superintendent.  The league is 
made up of more than 200 members schools that set their competition rules.  Legislators have long 
complained about the league. But its decisions that knocked defending state football champions Goose 
Creek out of the playoffs prompted the bill to get rid of it.  Senators said they're watching to see how 
schools' representatives vote on proposals that provide an appeals process and tiered set of 
punishments.   The league meets Saturday in Charleston. 

 

April 8, 2013                                                                                                                                                                      
Injuries were reported after a crash involving a school bus near Westminster on Monday afternoon, 
according to officials.  The South Carolina Highway Patrol reported the crash happened about 4:30 p.m. 
near the intersection of Unity Church and Well Mountain roads.  Troopers said the bus was traveling 
north on Unity Church Road when it went of the right side of the road, down an embankment and then 
rolled onto its side.  Watt said a driver and four students were aboard the bus at the time of the crash. 
Three people suffered minor injuries in the crash, he said.  The cause of the crash was under 
investigation. 

 

April 9, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
A Moore man was arrested after deputies said a gun was found in his truck, which was parked in a 
school parking lot.  According to an incident report from the Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office, 
deputies were conducting a search of the parking lot at ZL Madden Elementary School on Tuesday when 
a drug dog indicated there may be something in a vehicle. The owner of the vehicle, identified as Grady 
Hudson III, was called to the parking lot, according to the report.  The report said that when Hudson was 
asked if there was something in his truck that would cause the dog to respond, he informed deputies 
that there was a pistol in the glove compartment.  Hudson told deputies he did not have a concealed 
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weapons permit, according to the report.  Hudson was charged with possession of a weapon on school 
grounds.  No drugs were found in the vehicle. 

 

April 10, 2013                                                                                                                                                                            
A student at Travelers Rest High School was arrested Wednesday after a note conveying a bomb threat 
was found at the school.  Oby Lyles, spokesman for Greenville County Schools, said the note prompted 
an evacuation of students and staff. He said classes resumed after a search of the building determined it 
to be safe.  Lyles said the ninth-grader was suspended and has been recommended for expulsion. The 
student's name was not released.  Capt. John Gardner, of the Travelers Rest Police Department, said the 
teen was charged with conveying false information regarding attempted use of a destructive device.  

 

 

April 12, 2013                                                                                                                                                                            
Bats have returned to Fountain Inn Elementary School despite several attempts to oust them.  Oby 
Lyles, spokesman for Greenville County Schools, said the bats were seen entering and exiting the walls 
of the school's gymnasium on Thursday. He said no one has seen the bats inside the school.  Lyles said 
experts determined the bats were able to get inside the walls after chewing through foam sealant  
between a drain on the roof and the gym's exterior wall.  Pest controllers have installed a trap over the 
hole that allows the winged mammals to leave, but not re-enter, Lyles said. He said drains and roof 
flashing are being resealed.  This is the third time in the last two years that bats have been problematic 
at the school. In January, a bat that entered through a crack in a ventilation system was found in a 
kindergarten classroom. In February, officials closed the school for a few days earlier this year after bats 
were found in a classroom, music room and the gymnasium. None of the bats that were tested were 
rabid. 

 

April 16, 2013                                                                                                                                                                         
A worker at a bookstore on the Clemson University campus was arrested after police said he stole 
money from the store.  Campus police said Tuesday that 37-year-old David Graham, of Clemson, took 
the refunds from returns made to the store and deposited the proceeds into his personal bank account. 
They said Graham stole a total of $2,123.19 between May 2012 and January.  Graham worked as a 
supervisor of a bookstore in the Hendrix Student Center, but was neither an employee nor a student of 
the school, police said.  Graham was charged with breach of trust with fraudulent intent. He was 
released from jail on $5,000 bond. 

 

April 19, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                   
A comment made by popular TV show host Bill O'Reilly about a school in Anderson County has angered 
some who work at the school.  During his show on the FOX News Channel, The O'Reilly Factor, O'Reilly 
included Flat Rock Elementary School as No. 4 on a list of schools where one is not allowed to use the 
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word "Easter."  "I wanted to cry," said Carolyn Brown, the school's principal, when she was asked how 
O'Reilly's comment made her feel.  Brown said she was shocked because the school has been decked 
out in Easter bunnies and eggs to celebrate the upcoming holiday. Even the word "Easter" is used in 
some of the students' artwork that decorates the halls.   The school showed FOX Carolina's Derek 
Dellinger a flyer that advertised an upcoming egg hunt. It prominently displayed the word "Easter."  
Brown said she believes she knows where the controversy that landed the school on the national stage 
started - a marquee message that advertised a "community" egg hunt rather than an "Easter" egg hunt.  
"The reason being is because we are a rural community, and we wanted to spread it to our whole 
community, not just our children here and not just our families, but to our children in Starr and Iva and 
the relatives," Brown said. "We wanted it to be a fun Easter egg hunt for everyone."  Anderson County 
School District 3 Superintendent Mason Gary said the event, which was held last weekend, was even 
organized by a church. He said a simple call would have kept the school off O'Reilly's list of anti-Easter 
schools.  "Nobody verified whether this information was correct or not, which should've happened," 
Gary said.   Gary said the district received more than 50 emails and numerous calls from people who 
were upset with the school. He said only two of the calls were from people who lived in the area.  So 
far, O'Reilly's public relations team has not responded to Dellinger's request for comment on the story.  
Brown said she wanted to wish everyone a happy Easter. 

 

April 22, 2013                                                                                                                                                                        
South Carolina Educational Television officials say layoffs are likely as it loses nearly $600,000 in funding 
because of mandatory federal budget cuts.  The State of Columbia reports that SCETV President Linda 
O'Bryon told senators the loss of that money will mean layoff, but she doesn't know how many 
employees will be let go or what programs might be ended.  The agency operates four production 
facilities, 11 television and eight radio towers, and 600 microwave towers across South Carolina.  SCETV 
has lost 95 employees since 2008, and its state funding has fallen from $16.5 million to about $9 million. 
The agency current has about 130 employees.  SCETV is losing $588,000 in grant support from the 
Corporation of Public Broadcasting, a federally created nonprofit media company. 

 

 

May 18, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
South Carolina may drop its three-decade-old requirement that high school students pass an exit exam 
to graduate.  Legislation that would the mandate has widespread support from parents, educators and 
legislators of both parties. They say a single test should not determine a student's future.  Advocates for 
children with disabilities say the test can be the lone hindrance for students who can otherwise earn the 
24 credits needed to earn a diploma.  The bill would still require students to take the exam because it is 
used for state and federal accountability laws. But the idea is to eventually replace it with tests relevant 
to students' pursuits beyond high school. The measure would create a study group to explore the 
options.  Neighboring states have already deleted their exit exam requirements. 
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May 20, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
The panel tasked with finding Clemson University's next president is set to meet.  The search committee 
is meeting on Monday at the Greenville offices of the Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough law firm. 
Clemson says Board of Trustees Chairman David Wilkins will charge the panel, which will then go into 
executive session.  E. Smyth McKissick III of Greenville is chairing the committee. Other members 
include Leon J. "Bill" Hendrix of Kiawah Island, Ronald Lee of Aiken, Louis Lynn of Columbia, Joseph 
Swann of Greenville and Kim Wilkerson of Cayce.  President Jim Barker announced last week he plans to 
retire and become an architecture professor at the school. Barker says he will remain in office until a 
new president is chosen. 

 

May 22, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
A popular Asheville eatery will soon open its doors in downtown Greenville and hopes to hire more than 
100 people to keep the cafe running.  Tupelo Honey Cafe announced its Greenville location will open on 
Tuesday June 18 in its ground floor location at The One Project along Main Street.  The Asheville-based 
restaurant said it is actively hiring for all positions and interviews will be April 30 through May 2 at the 
SC Works offices, located in McAlister Square on S. Pleasantburg Drive .  Interested candidates can 
apply online  at TupeloHoneyCafe.com.   The restaurant will be open for breakfast, lunch and dinner 
seven days a week, including a special Busy As A Bee Breakfast to-go option Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.  The cafe will feature its performance/display kitchen, a full bar and outdoor patio 
seating.  The One center also houses a local law firm, Certus Bank and the recently opened 
Anthropologie retail store. 

 

 

May 28, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
High school students would no longer have to pass South Carolina's exit exam to earn a diploma under a 
bill passed by the House.  The measure approved 100-10 on Tuesday would remove the three-decade-
old mandate. Another perfunctory vote on Wednesday would send the measure to the Senate.  
Advocates for children with disabilities say the High School Assessment Program can be the lone 
hindrance for students who can earn the 24 credits needed for a South Carolina diploma.  Students 
would still be required to take the HSAP, since the results are used for federal accountability laws.  But 
the idea is to eventually replace it with tests relevant to students' pursuits beyond high school, whether 
that's immediately entering the workforce or going to college. The bill creates a committee to make 
recommendations. 

 

May 29, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
An Upstate private school's fourth grade science quiz is blowing up online and the test has gone global 
because it's based on the Bible.  Ever since the science quiz went viral, Blue Ridge Christian Academy 
has been getting blasted and praised for their views about creation and evolution. The attention came 
from a few questions like, "Whom should be always trust" and "What is the history book of the 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22066633/tupelo-honey-hiring-for-downtown-greenville-location
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22066633/tupelo-honey-hiring-for-downtown-greenville-location
https://tupelohoneycafe.com/greenvillejobfair
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21827046/anthropologie-opens-its-doors-in-downtown-greenville
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Universe."   School administrators said they didn't see anything wrong with it because they teach from a 
biblical world view with all subjects.  "I was very surprised with the hoopla and attention it was getting," 
said Joy Hartsell, BRCA math teacher and school board president.   "We make sure students understand 
what the theory said and make sure they understand what the Bible said," said BRCA Administrator 
Diana Baker.   Baker told us they will not discipline that teacher because they feel she did nothing 
wrong. The private school also told FOX Carolina they aren't sure who put this quiz out there, but they 
feel this is all God's work and it will all work out for the good.  

 

May 30, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
A building off Pelham Road in Greenville County is under construction, but it will soon be the site of 
GREEN Charter School, which stands for Greenville Renewable Energy EducatioN.  "My oldest daughter 
goes to Greenville Tech Charter," Bridgette Stokes said.  She along with other parents lined up and 
signed in to get information about the school Thursday night.   "I like the smaller classroom sizes, the 
focus on education, the extracurricular activities," Stokes said.  Dawn Epps said administrators with 
GREEN Charter already accepted her daughter as a student.   "I'm a nurse and I see that it's going more 
and more to the math and technology and science and children need to go to college," Epps said. "She's 
a straight-A student in third grade. She's very bright, so I think she can keep up."  During the 
informational meeting, there was a science experiment for the children. Administrators said it's an 
example of what students and parents can expect in a classroom. They said the curriculum has an 
emphasis in math, science and being green.   "We will be offering electives for renewable energy 
needs," Adem Docmeci said.  He's the principal of GREEN Charter and said the focus is on children and 
their education.   "So, they will have more chances than other students," Docmeci said.   A FOX Carolina 
viewer sent a FOX Fuss email about the school, part of it is listed below.  FOX Carolina viewer: "I heard 
about this new GREEN Charter School opening on Pelham Road in Greenville... Please look into this and 
make our community aware."  During a FOX Carolina investigation a crew learned that Docmeci helped 
open similar charter schools in Florida and New York. His name is mentioned with what's called Gulen 
Movement. Fethullah Gulen is an Islamic scholar in Turkey whose work is compared to Gandhi and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.   According to his website, his message is peace and he encourages Turkish 
immigrants to teach math and science to the world. A FOX Carolina crew asked Docmeci about the 
movement.  "Here at the GREEN Charter School we're a public charter school. We are funded by the 
state are focus will be on renewable energy and we are here to serve the students," Docmeci said.  FOX 
Carolina talked to Wayne Brazell, the superintendent of the South Carolina Public Charter School 
District, and he released this statement: The school board vetted the Jacksonville, FL school which the 
Greenville school is modeled after. We talked to parents, students and those in the Florida community. 
We didn't find anything to be concerned about and there are no reports of Islamic teachings. We are 
delighted to have GREEN Charter School in Greenville." 

 

June 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                      
A man biked all the way from New York to the Atlanta area to raise money for a boy who suffered a 
traumatic brain injury. Dave Nazaroff, the co-founder of a triathlon club just outside of New York City 
and a seven-time iron man, is riding more than 900 miles in less than a week. He began the ride 
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Wednesday.    On Sunday, a leg of his "Ride to Give" journey took him through the Upstate and 
northeast Georgia. He arrived at the meeting point in Jefferson, GA, to pick up 2-year-old Tripp Halstead 
just after 10 a.m. on Monday.  Nazaroff is riding to raise money for the Halstead family and Tripp, who 
was playing outside his Atlanta-area daycare back on Oct. 29, when a tree branch fell and 
critically injured him. The Halstead family has shared Tripp's progress via Facebook. The page gained 
almost 800,000 followers.  Tripp's followers are known as "Team Boom." Nazaroff is wearing a "Team 
Boom" jersey as he rides. The phrase "Team Boom" comes from Tripp's love of fist bumps. Tripp would 
say the word "boom" when he gave a fist bump.  According to a Facebook page set up to track his 
progress, Nazaroff left Shelby, NC, early Sunday morning to begin his journey toward South Carolina. At 
approximately 9 a.m., Nazaroff was at the SC-NC state line. At approximately 10:20 a.m., Nazaroff had 
crossed well into Spartanburg County.    Just after 11 a.m., Nazaroff rode through the city of 
Spartanburg. At 12:20 p.m., he was approaching the Greenville County line. At 1:20 p.m., he was 
well into Greenville County and headed toward Williamston.  At 2:20 p.m., Nazaroff was in the Cheddar 
community, just north of the city of Anderson. At 3:20 p.m., GPS tracking showed Nazaroff was on U.S. 
Highway 29 in Anderson, nearing the Homeland Park community. At 5 p.m., Nazaroff crossed into 
Georgia near Hartwell.  FOX Carolina received reports and photos from people who are out waiting to 
see Nazaroff ride through their town. At 6 p.m., Nazaroff crossed through the city of Royston, GA, and 
the group's Facebook page said they had almost raised $150,000. At 7 p.m., Nazaroff was between 
Carnesville and Ashland, GA. At 8 p.m., Nazaroff was south of Hebron, GA. At 8:30 p.m., GPS indicated 
that Nazaroff arrived at his hotel in Commerce, GA.  On Monday, Nazaroff is scheduled to end the 
journey in Jefferson, GA. According to his Facebook page, he was expected to arrive in Jefferson 
between 9 and 10 a.m.  While there, Nazaroff will deliver a check to Tripp Halstead's family, so they can 
stay by his side as he recovers.  According to the fundraising Facebook page, they had raised $155,00 so 
far. Tripp's mom told FOX Carolina that money will be able to allow her to stay home with Tripp for at 
least 3 years. 

FOX Carolina's Summer Gagnon caught up with Nazaroff as he stopped to fix a flat tire in Spartanburg 
County. He said that he was inspired to do this ride after his wife told him about Tripp's story. He said 
he wanted to do something to help.  If you took photos of Nazaroff's journey through the Upstate and 
northeast Georgia, email them to us at foxcarolinanews@foxcarolina.com or post them on our 
Facebook page at facebook.com/foxcarolinanews. 

 

June 4, 2013                                                                                                                                                                    
Furman University's president is stepping down this summer for personal reasons, according to the 
school's spokesperson. President Rod Smolla will step down effective June 30 and the trustees met on 
Monday, electing Carl Kohrt as interim president, spokesperson Vince Moore said. "I have enjoyed my 
tenure at Furman, which is truly one of the gems in American higher education, and I am confident that 
the institution will continue to grow in influence and reputation," Smolla said. "The decision to resign 
was reached only after long and thoughtful deliberation, and in the end I felt that the needs of my 
family must be first among my priorities." Smolla was president for less than three years, appointed in 
July 2010 as the school's 11th president. During his tenure, admission applications increased by 30 
percent using an admissions approach that focused on qualities such as leadership, service, resilience, 
persistence and drive.  Additionally, while Smolla was president, the enrollment of freshman minority 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=84025
mailto:foxcarolinanews@foxcarolina.com
https://www.facebook.com/foxcarolinanews
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students doubled and freshman international students grew from one student to 29.  In addition to 
academics, Smolla helped secure significant donations to the university's "Because Furman Matters" 
capital campaign, helped add men's and women's lacrosse and hire several new coaches for the school's 
20 teams. Another trustee, Robert Hill, will chair a search committee to find the Travelers Rest 
university's next president. In the meantime, Kohrt will preside over the university. "Carl Kohrt was the 
immediate and unanimous choice of the board to serve as interim president," Richard Cullen, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees said. "He is a strong leader and a really bright guy, with great academic 
credentials and an exemplary record of business landscape. We'll be in good hands." Kohrt was a 1965 
Furman grad and now resides on Lake Keowee after returning to the Upstate in 2000. 

 

June 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                                          
The images have a certain shock factor - of teenage boys standing or lying down, shirtless and 
pregnant.That's right - pregnant. "These are unexpectedly shocking images," said Will Gray, a father of 
two who also works in advertising. "And it's not shocking in the sense of 'Oh, no, that's terrible,' it's, 'Oh, 
no, that can't be right.'" The images may make one uncomfortable - but in Illinois and Wisconsin, 
billboards and featuring pregnant teenage boys are plastered everywhere, driving home the point on an 
unexpected and sometimes uneasy subject. "It just reinforces the notion that we have to discuss gender 
roles in pregnancy, " said Dr. Melisa Holmes, co-founder of Girlology and Guyology, organizations that 
center around teaching sex education and bringing families into the conversation. "It's not just the girl's 
problem, and this shows it as a boy's problem, and I don't think boys often see it that way." Holmes sees 
the ads as reinforcing the fact that kids can become parents very early, and that parents need to realize 
that. Holmes said by the time parents try to educate their children on sex, it's already too late.  "It's all 
about prevention, prevention, prevention and pretty rainbows and butterflies, and come high school, 
it's all about damage control," she said. "Seeing a guy in that kind of imagery really wakes you up to - as 
a guy in that situation - to the risk that you're at as well," said Gray. Many we spoke with said the same 
thing - talking about sex with your kid  is awkward. But they also said if they passed the billboards 
featuring a pregnant teenage boy along the road, on a billboard or at a bus stop, it could be the 
ultimate ice-breaker.  

 

June 20, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
For years, teachers and administrators have been telling students in Spartanburg District 5 to put their 
cell phones away, but things are changing next year.  The school district said the new policy will allow 
students to bring their own cell phones, tablets, or laptops to class. Students will not be allowed to take 
video or pictures unless they're given permission by an administrator. They also said students will have 
to log on to the school's wireless network and non-educational sites will be blocked.  School officials 
said the new technology will make learning fun and keep students' attention spans a little bit longer. 
They tell us if students are caught using their phones for anything else they will have them taken away.  

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22304281/pregnant-teenage-boys-in-ad-camaign-a-conversation-starter
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22304281/pregnant-teenage-boys-in-ad-camaign-a-conversation-starter
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June 24, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
Officials said a 3 percent undergraduate tuition increase was approved on Monday by Clemson 
University board of trustees.  The increase amounts to $190 per semester for in-state students and 
$444 for out-of-state students.  The board also approved an average 3 percent increase in campus 
housing and meal plans, which amounts to an average of $68 per semester for housing and $46 per 
semester for meal plans.  The increase will help fund the cost of additional faculty members and 
enhancements in student engagement programs, technologies and facilities. 

 

June 27, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
A quick trip to a vending machine could mean a choice of high-calorie convenient cakes and cookies or 

healthy treats.   "Creating healthy habits, I think, is the key," Lindsey Bayne said.  She's a mother two and 

tries to make sure her both her children eat  healthy. So, she packs lunch for her 5-year-old daughter, 

Avery.   "Maybe like a turkey sandwich, wheat bread or some carrots, or she loves broccoli and ranch 

(dressing and) some grapes," Bayne said.  She remembers her options in the school cafeteria years ago.  

"We ate this weird looking pepperoni pizza that was like false meat and probably false cheese, and I'm just 

glad that my kids aren't going to be eating that," Bayne said.  That's because now administrators with the 

Agriculture Department decided to put more limits on how much sugar, fat and sodium can be found in 

lunch lines and vending machines at schools.   "I think there's been a lot of research to show that good 

nutrition affects better academics," Stacie Bullock said.   Bullock is the clinical nutrition manager with 

Bon Secours Saint Francis Health System in Greenville.   "You should get a variety of fruits and 

vegetables  with school lunches and with lunches at home," Bullock said.  The new federal guidelines 

mean high-calorie sports drinks and candy bars will be removed from school vending machines and 

cafeteria lines by next school year.  "It's multi-factorial. It's not just nutrition. It's exercise, too, and 

education," Bullock said.  She said Bon Secours Saint Francis also provides healthy options for employees 

and promotes grocery store tours, which allows families to get tips on which healthy foods to choose.  

However, according to reports, some with the School Nutrition Association said even though healthier 

foods are better, it's also expensive for schools.   A spokesperson with Chartwells School Dining, a 

company that provides options for students in school lunch lines, said they're aware of the new guidelines.  

The spokesperson said the company already provides healthy options like lean meats, whole grains and 

low-fat cheeses for several Upstate school districts. • 

 

June 30, 2013                                                                                                                                                                      
Marcus Lattimore was in the Upstate on Sunday, greeting fans and signing autographs at the new Sam's 
Club in Easley.  The running back was the San Francisco 49ers fourth round pick in the 2013 NFL draft.  
Lattimore was also a star player for the South Carolina Gamecocks.   He suffered a devastating knee 
injury during the Gamecocks' 2012 season, just one year after overcoming another ligament injury that 
required surgery and months of physical therapy.  Lattimore told our crew at the Sam's Club event that 
he is still training every day and still undergoing rehab so he can be ready to hit the field for the 49ers 
this season.  Lattimore said he won't be ready for training camp this summer, but says his goal is join 
the team on the practice field at some point in the upcoming season.  Lattimore's appearance was part 
of the grand opening Celebration for the Sam's Club at 309 Rolling Hills Circle, in Easley. The store 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22709475/federal-guidelines-to-pull-plug-on-sugary-treats-in-school-vending-machines
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22709475/federal-guidelines-to-pull-plug-on-sugary-treats-in-school-vending-machines
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22709475/federal-guidelines-to-pull-plug-on-sugary-treats-in-school-vending-machines
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opened for business on Thursday.  We'll have more on Lattimore's appearance during Sunday night's 
newscast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Attachments 

 
 

Quality of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 52 

 
ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND  QUARTER 2013 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 
 
 
Sundays 6:00am  MOUNT MORIAH BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description: A church service airing Sunday mornings. (1-hour) 
 
Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 
 
Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS AIRED: 

 Pet Adoption, Fatherhood Involvement, Harvest Hope, Habitat For Humanity 
 

 

 

April 15, 2013                                                                                                                                                               

Some young Upstate football players had the chance to get some tips from one of the University of 
South Carolina's top players and a former Clemson standout.  In his first event since leaving the 
Gamecocks for the NFL Draft, Marcus Lattimore spoke at a football camp in Greenville on Saturday, 
joined by Clemson University's Woody Dantzler.   The pair helped raise money for The Salvation Army 
Boys and Girls' Club of Greenville County at the Kroc Center on Saturday.  "It just feels good to be at 
home and be around these guys," Lattimore said. "Just being out here playing with them, I feel just like 
they did. This just makes my day seeing them smile."  "When you get out with a bunch of kids who just 
don't have a care in the world, enjoying life, it reminds you of the simpler things in life and remind you 
what life is really all about which is just enjoying it," Dantzler said.  Dantzler played for the Tigers in the 
late 1990s before going on to play in the NFL and AFL.  After participating in the camp, both standout 
players took part in the True Grit Fundraiser Dinner to benefit the club 
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April 18, 2013                                                                                                                                                                   
Greenville High School's Leadership class is hosting a canned food drive.  The students are collecting 
non-perishable items at the school through March 28. Once collected, all items will be donated to the 
Harvest Hope Food Bank.   The leadership class was designed to help students become great leaders 
and to fully grasp good character traits such as honesty, loyalty and tolerance. Every month the class 
chooses a new trait to focus on.  This month the class chose responsibility and chose to exemplify it with 
the canned food drive after learning how many people go hungry in the Upstate.   "Ms. Crowl from 
Harvest Hope came to speak to us and we were surprised at the number of children that go hungry here 
in Greenville and even in our school," said student Maret Williamson.  "So we wanted to extend a 
helping hand to the community and are asking our fellow Greenville High classmates, 'How can you be 
responsible?,'" added student Trey Holman.  According to Lorain Crowl of Harvest Hope Food Bank, one 
in six South Carolina families will not have enough food to feed themselves each night. She said these 
canned food drives play a vital role in helping to provide food to families in need. Next month the 
Leadership class will be partnering with the Greenville Drive for a "Just Drive" campaign that 
discourages texting and driving. Students at Greenville High must apply to be enrolled in the Leadership 
class. 

 

April 23, 2013                                                                                                                                                                       
They may scale great heights almost every day, but a group of local window washers took their 
superhero-like qualities to a whole Millennium Building Service workers scaled all nine stories of Randall 
Children's Hospital dressed as superheroes as way to surprise the kids inside.  MBS has cleaned Legacy 
Health hospital windows for 22 years, and workers say there is just something about watching all of the 
sick kids inside as they climb the building that strikes a chord in them all.   So, they decided this time 
around to make the process a moment the kids will never forget.  "The kids, they go through a lot, and 
we figured we would give them something fun  to see while they're stuck in the hospital," said MBS 
employee Jason Kark.  "I couldn't even begin to imagine how hard and how difficult it would be in their 
shoes, my heart goes out to them for the things they are going through," said MBS employee Cean 
Gibbs.   The team of window washers-turn-Avengers descended over the edge of the hospital, almost as 
if they were summoned by each of the smiling souls who waited beyond the glass for help to arrive.   
For many kids, it's a chance to break free from the four walls that surround their hospital bed and to 
forget the problems that brought them there.   After the workers got done washing the windows, some 
of the kids got a chance to meet the superheroes before they took off.  This was the first time MBS has 
done something like this at the hospital, and organizers say judging by how much the kids loved their 
costumes, it certainly won't be the last.  

 

April 29, 2013                                                                                                                                                                          
A camel decided Aliyah Inzer's treat wasn't enough. He began to nibble on her head, and the ensuing 
video with the little girl's infectious laugh has become a viral web hit. Tyler and Marcie Inzer have two 
children: Aliyah, who is nearly 3 years old, and infant Everly. The Olathe family headed to Branson for a 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22059049/superheroes-descend-on-randall-childrens-hospital
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family vacation  and stopped off at a drive-through safari near Springfield.   Aliyah loves animals, so the 
family  decided to check out the Wild Animal Safari. After buying a big bag of food, they set out with 
Aliyah in her father's lap. Filled with joy, Aliyah was snuggling her head against the various animals.  
That included what has become known as "bad camel" in the family.  "We were feeding him, and as we 
were putting the food away and trying to move on," Marcie Inzer recalled.   "He wasn't done," Tyler 
Inzer added.  "He was looking for some more food, and that's when he put his mouth on Aliyah's head," 
Marcie Inzer said.  She admits she was startled and exclaimed in fear initially.    "I just saw the camel 
open its mouth and realized, 'Oh, this camel might bite her ear or something,' so I pushed him away 
pretty quickly," Tyler Inzer said.  But the slobbery camel wasn't giving up easily on nuzzling a sweet girl. 
The couple watched their daughter's reactions and took their cues from her. Because she was laughing 
and wasn't scared, they held their breath and played along. Then the ornery camel decided to try to 
squeeze into the car and get his head all the way into the passenger seat where Marcie Inzer was.  At 
that point, the family had enough.   But as Tyler Inzer drove slowly away, the camel didn't want to say 
goodbye.  "He's coming with us!" Marcie Inzer exclaimed on the video.  "Then he started chasing the 
car, which got us laughing even more," Marcie Inzer said Monday. "After we got past the camel, we 
checked her out, and she was fine and laughing."  Maintaining the calm demeanor kept the girl fine and 
the camel from snapping, the parents said.  The family uploaded their "Bad Camel" video to YouTube. 
Go to  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltxf7RATGZs&feature=youtube_gdata_player to see the 
nearly three-minute video in its entirety.  The family says it's surreal how big the video has gotten so 
quickly. The anchors on ABC's Good Morning America highlighted it Monday morning as their video of 
the day. NBC's Today Show featured it as one of their trending videos. CNN called the family for a Skype 
interview Monday afternoon.  "Aliyah makes us laugh every day with that giggle, and I'm just thrilled 
that we get to share a piece of that, everybody," her mother explained.   Her father agreed.  "I think her 
laughter is what makes the video," Tyler Inzer said.   She is still laughing, and the little girl wishes she 
could have brought the camel home with her.  "He was soft, and he was slimy," Aliyah said. "He bit my 
head, and he pushed my head. He also came with us in the car. It was funny! Daddy said, 'Oh my gosh!'"   
And she's ready to return to the zoo and see more animals.   Some of the Good Morning America 
anchors criticized the family for not having Aliyah buckled in.  The family emphasizes that they are a big 
proponents of seatbelts, but that they wanted her to be near the animals. They said the car was moving 
just 5 mph, and they felt safe with her being in her father's lap so they could keep a close eye on her.   It 
might have been more scary if the camel had stuck his head in through a rear window, and the little girl 
been buckled into a car seat by herself.   "We thought her being in the back with the animals just wasn't 
going to be an option," her mother said.   "We wanted myself to be a barrier between the animals 
because they were wild animals, and we didn't know how they would react," Tyler Inzer said.   And 
because of the animal's slimy mouth, everyone got a hot bath, and the car got disinfected. 

 

 

May 16, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                    
The catwalk at the Greenville Downtown Airport is about to be full of dogs showing off crazy costumes.  
Thursday night, get ready for the 2nd annual Pet Project Runway, where 16 local leaders will hit the 
stage with a pooch in tow to hopefully become best in show.  Tickets are available until noon Thursday 
at online and start at $50 each while votes cost $10. Online voting also ends at noon though event 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22112949/curious-camel-plus-little-girls-giggle-equals-hilarious-viral-video
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22112949/curious-camel-plus-little-girls-giggle-equals-hilarious-viral-video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltxf7RATGZs&feature=youtube_gdata_player
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attendees can also vote Thursday night.  The event starts at 6:30pm at the Greenville Jet Center Hangar 
at the Greenville Downtown Airport on Aviation Lane.   Cost of admission includes food and an open 
bar, as well as a chance to vote for your favorite performer.  All of the admission and donations for 
voting goes toward the Greenville Humane Society, and donations will also be accepted to help the 
organization care for its animals. 

 

June 5, 2013                                                                                                                                                                        
Though the campaign went viral Wednesday, a Blue Ridge senior did not get the chance to walk during 
her high school  graduation. The social media  campaign started when BRHS senior Haley Coker was 
told she could not walk during her school's graduation ceremony at Timmons Arena on Wednesday 
because she missed the practice.  Coker sent FOX Carolina a Facebook message saying she missed her 
school's second practice because she had the times wrong, though she said the made the first.  But 
according to Greenville County Schools' policy, students are required to participate in practices in order 
to walk at graduation.  Ultimately, Coker sat in the front row decked in her cap and gown watching her 
classmates walk across the stage during Blue Ridge's ceremony on Wednesday. When her name was 
read out loud to get her diploma, a teacher walked over and gave it to her.  Greenville County Schools 
spokesperson Oby Lyles issued the following statement on behalf of the district regarding students 
walking, or not walking, at graduation:  "Graduations are for the benefit of all students and their families 
and guests. It is important that all seniors participate in graduation practices to ensure an organized and 
timely ceremony.   "Rules to participate in graduation are communicated multiple times with seniors. 
These rules are common and accepted practice for high schools across the state.   "Students are 
required to participate in practices to 'walk' in graduation. Principals want seniors to participate and can 
and do make exceptions for special circumstances for legitimate reasons for missing a practice. For 
example, a student could call during rehearsal so his/her participation can be planned.  "Parents can 
appeal a principal's decision to the assistant superintendent for high schools or, if not available, to the 
superintendent's designee."   Lyles did not say how many other students are not walking during their 
respective school's ceremonies this week. 

 

June 27, 2013                                                                                                                                                                            
Sam's Club is now open on Rolling Hills Road in Easley. The 138,000-square foot facility opened its doors 
at 8 a.m. Thursday and celebrated with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.   Other grand opening festivities 
include cheese sculptor Sarah Kaufmann, "The Cheese Lady." Kaufmann will be on hand throughout the 
day carving the Clemson mascot, Clem, into a 500-pound mammoth cheese wheel.   Duracell will have 
its Power Forward Truck on display, which is used for disaster relief. A Duracell representative will be 
providing free batteries.  And appearances will also be made by a number of local sports celebs. They 
include:  Thursday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.: NASCAR Nationwide series driver Jeffrey Earnhardt.  Thursday, 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m.: Houston Texan wide receiver and former Clemson star DeAndre Hopkins.  Saturday, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.: Legendary South Carolina running back George Rogers.  Sunday, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.: San 
Francisco 49er and former USC alum Marcus Lattimore.  From Thursday through Sunday, the store will 
also offer special savings on a number of outstanding items.  Mayor Larry Bagwell, Easley Fire Chief 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22511661/after-campaign-blue-ridge-senior-sits-in-crowd-at-graduation
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22511661/after-campaign-blue-ridge-senior-sits-in-crowd-at-graduation
https://www.facebook.com/foxcarolinanews
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Butch Womack and other members of the city council were on hand as store manager Brandon Cox 
announced the store had hired 183 employees.   The store offers grocery and household products and 
will also include a pharmacy, Hearing Aid Center, Optical Center and Tire Center.   Sam's Club also 
participates in what they call a Showcase Events program. The program allows Sam's Club to partner 
with  local businesses to sell their products inside their clubs.   In Easley, Bee Well Honey, based in 
Pickens, and Mother Shuckers Cocktail Sauce, based in Columbia, were featured at the grand opening.   
Sam's Club requires shoppers to purchase memberships, but they say as part of Thursday's grand 
opening, guests can come in and check out the store without a membership.  
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Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   8:00pm  COPS 
Saturdays   8:30pm  COPS 
(airs weekly) 
 
Monday – Friday   2:00pm  COPS 
 
Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the subjects and victims 
involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   
 
 
Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 
Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  
 
Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various nights Monday thru 
Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles locally wanted criminals and gives 
viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  Each segment is 45 seconds. 
 
  

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS AIRED: 

 Texting & Driving 
 

 
 

 

 

April 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
A Walhalla man was arrested Saturday after police said he stole copper from Clemson University 
property in Oconee County.  University police said someone stole the metal from transformers at the 
school's impound lot on Feb. 7, causing about $11,000 in damage. James Chastain, 46, was charged with 
committing injury to real property, fixtures or improvements to obtain nonferrous metals in connection 
with the theft. He was being held at the Oconee County jail on $10,000 bond. 

 

 

April 10, 2013                                                                                                                                                                     
Police have arrested a man in connection with the robbery of a Spartanburg bank Wednesday 
afternoon.  The robbery happened at 2:47 p.m. at the TD Bank branch at 340 E. Main St.  Capt. Regina 
Nowak, of the Spartanburg Public Safety Department, said 45-year-old Nicky Davis walked into the bank 
with his hand in his pocket, showed a note to a teller and demanded money. She said the teller then 
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gave Davis some cash and he fled the scene in his girlfriend's vehicle.  Nowak said Davis was arrested 
just before 5 p.m. and charged with robbery.  No one was hurt during the robbery. 

 

April 11, 2013                                                                                                                                                                          
The final two suspects named in connection with a manhunt in Greenville last month were arrested in 
Columbia on Friday, police said.  On Feb. 21, Greenville County deputies said U.S. Marshals tried to stop 
a vehicle with four people inside at the intersection of Augusta Street and West Tallulah Drive. They said 
that when the vehicle stopped, four men jumped out and fled.  One of the men, 17-year-old Michael 
Lee, was quickly arrested. The other three men escaped.   The following day, Greenville police named 
17-year-old Javon Mack as one of the men.  On Thursday, Public Information Officer Jonathan Bragg, of 
the Greenville Police Department, said officers received a tip that Mack and the third man in the car, 
identified as 18-year-old Marquis Blassingame, were in Columbia. He said Marshals arrested both men 
in Columbia just before 9 p.m.  Lee, Mack and Blassingame were also named as suspects in the Feb. 16 
robbery of a clothing store on Poinsett Highway.   Investigators in that case said Lee, Blassingame, Mack 
and 26-year-old Ali Alatif held several people at gunpoint and duct taped one worker during an 
attempted robbery.  When a family member walked into the store, the men fled before they could steal 
anything, deputies said.  According to the warrants that prompted Marshals to stop the vehicle on Feb. 
21, Mack and Lee shot at two people on Feb. 10, wounding one person.  All three men face several 
charges in both Greenville and Greenville County. 

 

April 15, 2013                                                                                                                                                                      
While people fight for their lives at local hospitals, the search is on for possible motives and suspects in 
Monday's deadly bombing at the Boston Marathon. At least three people are dead and more than 140 
are injured after back-to-back explosions near the finish line of the race held annually on Patriots Day.   
Of those injured, at least 17 were critical, according to CNN. Some victims arrived at hospitals without 
limbs. Others required amputations and needed several surgeries in the coming days. Doctors pulled 
ball bearings out of wounds.   An 8-year-old boy, Martin Richard, died in the blast, and his mother and 
sister are seriously wounded, according to the Boston Globe.  Officers provided no further details about 
the fatalities.   No group has claimed responsibility for the attack.  Authorities searched an apartment 
building in the Boston suburb of Revere, CNN reported, but it has not been confirmed whether the 
search has any connection to the bombings.  Michael McCaul, chairman of the Homeland Security 
Committee, told CNN authorities are questioning a person of interest but no suspect has been named.   
The FBI has taken over the investigation through the Boston joint terrorism task force, according to FBI 
Special Agent in Charge Rick DesLauriers.  Police searched for a Penske rental truck, the driver of which 
tried to gain access to the blocked-off area earlier in the day.   Boston Police Commissioner Ed Davis 
would not confirm a person of interest, only saying "there are people we are talking to."   Davis said the 
explosions happened 50 to 100 yards apart at about 2:50 p.m. ET, nearly two hours after the first of the 
event's winners crossed.   Weary runners who had already gone 26 miles had to run away from 
explosions as police officers urged people to flee the area.   "This cowardly act will not be taken in 
stride," Davis said. "We will turn every rock over to find the people responsible for this."    
Massachusetts General Hospital began treating 29 patients, eight in critical condition.   Dr. Peter 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21303342/manhunt-under-way-for-3-men-in-greenville
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21523395/2-arrested-after
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21310221/workers-bound-with-tape-during-greenville-robbery
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Fagenholz, a doctor at Massachusetts General who performed six surgeries Monday, said the majority 
of injuries are "combined, complex lower extremity" injuries.    "I've never seen this volume come in this 
quickly," he said.   Fagenholz credited his staff for rising to the occasion.   "We've had as much or more 
manpower, people power, than we can use," he said.    Brigham and Women's Hospital saw similar 
injuries in 31 patients they treated. "I don't know if you can ever prepare for something like this, but if 
you can, we were," Dr. Ron Walls told CNN. "Every day, we take care of patients with bad trauma, and 
we have drilled for things like this."   Speaking from the White House, President Barack Obama 
promised those responsible "will feel the full weight of justice," but stopped short of calling it a terror 
attack.   "We still do not know who did this or why, and people shouldn't jump to conclusions before we 
have all the facts," he said. "We will find out who did this and why they did this."  Reuters said two high-
level U.S. law enforcement sources told them one or more bombs were responsible for the detonations. 
Intelligence officials told the Associated Press at least two more devices had been discovered by police 
and were being dismantled.  "There are a number of parcels that have been dropped by people along 
the race route," Davis said at a 5 p.m. Monday news conference. "Anything that's out there right now is 
being treated as a suspicious device ... they may be blowing things up over the next few hours but right 
now, we have not found another suspicious device."  The area has been closed and secured as a crime 
scene by the National Guard.    A fire was also reported at the JFK Presidential Library and Museum at 
roughly 4:20 p.m. Police say the incident "appears to be fire-related," according to a tweet from Cheryl 
Fiandaca, public information officer for Boston PD. No injuries were reported.   A controlled explosion of 
another possible bomb had been done by police near Boylston Street, where the first two explosions 
took place, Davis added.   Bob O'Donnell, a firefighter from Stoughton, 20 miles south of Boston, was 
watching his son race and saw many of the injured.  "It's an awful thing, right at the finish line when the 
average Joes were just coming in," he told Boston affiliate WCVB. "I'm concerned because there were a 
lot of mothers, fathers and whole families involved there, they're all standing together.   "People tried 
to get them away because they weren't seriously injured, but they wouldn't leave their loved ones, and 
I don't blame them."   Mary Lou Tooley from Wilmington, NC, was a block away in the family meeting 
area for the marathon when the explosion happened.  "The first explosion went off and the entire area 
went silent," Tooley said. "Then the second explosion went off, I'd say maybe two minutes after that 
and everything went silent again. That's when the ambulance and the police cars came you know went 
to the scene, clearing the scene."  Google launched a people finder for those looking for a loved ones or 
for anyone with information on someone.   Cell phone service in the area was shut down to prevent any 
possible devices from going off, according to Boston news affiliate WBZ.   The FAA has restricted 
airplanes from flying over the site until further notice. They also issued a ground stop for planes at 
Boston's Logan Airport. It has since been lifted.     The Lenox Hotel, located a block from the site, also 
was evacuated.   Boston is on a heightened state of alert, and people in the area have been informed by 
Boston PD that they should expect a beefed-up police presence.  As a precaution, both Washington DC 
and New York City went on a heightened state of alert.  "Shortly after being notified of the incident 
around 3 p.m. EDT, the president received a briefing from Homeland Security adviser Lisa Monaco and 
other members of his senior White House staff in the Oval Office," the White House said in a statement.   
"The president called Boston Mayor Tom Menino and Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick to express his 
concern for those who were injured and to make clear that his administration is ready to provide 
needed support as they respond to the incident."  The Boston Marathon released a statement 
extending "deepest sympathies to all those who were affected."  "What was intended to be a day of 
joy and celebration quickly became a day in which running a marathon was of little importance," the 

https://twitter.com/CherylFiandaca/status/323909230052646912
http://google.org/personfinder/2013-boston-explosions/
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statement read.   The NHL postponed the Boston Bruins' Monday hockey game against the Ottawa 
Senators. It will be rescheduled at a later date.   The Boston Celtics canceled Tuesday's basketball game 
against the Indiana Pacers. It won't be rescheduled.   Police ask anyone with information to call 1-800-
494-TIPS.  Anyone looking for information on loved ones can call 617-635-4500.  

 

April 16, 2013                                                                                                                                                                  
Deputies in the Upstate and western North Carolina said they found a gun believed to be connected to 
a homicide in Florida.  WOFL-TV in Orlando, FL, reported that the body of 25-year-old Lora Fischer was 
found inside a home just west of Lake Orlando late Sunday.   Master Deputy Kevin Bobo, of the 
Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office, said the suspect in Fischer's death, 23-year-old Ryan Doyle, was 
arrested by deputies in Henderson County, NC, on Monday.  Capt. Frank Stout, of the Henderson 
County Sheriff's Office, said investigators found Doyle after he was admitted to Park Ridge Hospital in 
Fletcher with a gunshot wound.   Bobo said Doyle confessed to Henderson County deputies that he 
killed Fischer and fled the scene, hoping to get to a relative's home in Kentucky.  Doyle also told local 
investigators that he tossed an automatic .380-caliber pistol believed to be used to kill Fischer out of his 
window somewhere along South Carolina Highway 11 between Burnt Chimney and Prison Camp roads, 
Bobo said.   Stout said Spartanburg County deputies searching the area found the gun Tuesday morning 
along with some of Doyle's clothing he had thrown out the window.  Doyle is being held on a fugitive 
warrant from Florida in connection with Fischer's death and is awaiting extradition. 

 

April 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
A Spartanburg County bomb dog was called to Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport Wednesday 
night after authorities said an unattended bag and gas can were found outside on a curb.  Rosylin 
Weston, the spokesperson for GSP, said an unattended bag was left on a curb that had a gas can inside, 
between the parking garage and baggage claim.   Weston said one of the airport officers saw the bag, 
picked it up and noticed a funnel and a rag.   As a precaution, authorities cleared the area but said there 
was no immediate threat.  She said airport officials called in a bomb dog from the Spartanburg County 
Sheriff's Office to check it out as a precaution, given all that's gone on recently. She said the airport's 
bomb dog was away for training.  "We certainly took an unattended bag seriously," Weston said.  She 
said a woman claimed the bag but the curb remained cleared at the airport with no cars in the area just 
before 9 p.m.   GSP resumed normal operations during the incident.  Weston said GSP police were 
interviewing her to understand what happened and why she had a gas can at the airport. She said she 
was not currently under arrest.  Weston said the bomb dogs deemed the bag to be safe.  Stay with FOX 
Carolina and foxcarolina.com for the latest in this developing story. 

 

 

April 17, 2013                                                                                                                                                                   
Greenville County deputies investigated a robbery Tuesday night after a man made a store clerk fill up a 
backpack with cash.  Lt. Tim Ridgeway, of the Greenville County Sheriff's Office, said the robbery 

http://www.myfoxorlando.com/story/21671147/lora-fischer-woman-found-dead-in-orlando-apartment-information-sought
http://foxcarolina.com/


  

 62 

happened just before midnight at the Spinx gas station at the corner of Pelham Road and SC 14.  
Ridgeway said the robber, dressed in all black clothes, stood in the parking lot for a few minutes before 
entering the store, approaching the clerk, handing over the backpack for her to fill up with all of the 
cash from the register.  Ridgeway said the robber then made the clerk sit on the ground behind the 
counter while he ran away.   Search dogs were brought in but Ridgeway said they lost the man's scent.  
Anyone with information about the robbery is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 864-23-CRIME. 

 

April 20, 2013                                                                                                                                                                       
Amid cheers and applause, law enforcement officials took the second Boston Marathon bombing 
suspect into custody Friday night. The first suspect died in a gunfight in the early hours of Friday 
morning. "We're exhausted, but we have a victory here tonight," said Col. Timothy Alben, 
superintendent of the Massachusetts State Police, at a news conference after a massive mobilization of 
law enforcement and a daylong manhunt.  Residents streamed into the street in celebration, chanting, 
"Let's go Boston!" and "U.S.A!" after an emotional five-day search for two brothers, Dzhokhar A. 
Tsarnaev, 19, and Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, who allegedly placed bombs at the finish line of the Boston 
Marathon.  "We've closed an important chapter in this tragedy," President Barack Obama said in an 
address to the nation.  Obama urged Americans to allow the judicial system to work, and emphasized 
that what makes this country and the city of Boston great is the willingness to welcome people from 
around the world.  The president praised the work by law enforcement, and expressed gratitude to the 
people of Boston who helped in the search for the two brothers.  The search ended at a home in 
Watertown, MA, after a Dave Henneberry called 911 when he saw a trail of blood leading to a boat on a 
trailer in the backyard of a his home.   "He walked outside and saw blood on the boat. ... He lifted the 
tarp and saw a man covered with blood," Boston Police Commissioner Ed Davis said. "We set up a 
perimeter around the boat … we exchanged gunfire with the suspect inside the boat."  Davis said the 
suspect's wounds were probably from the police pursuit and gunfight the night before when the 
brothers exchanged gunfire and threw bombs at police. Tamerlan Tsarnaev was fatally wounded in that 
exchange.  No explosives were found at the scene of the arrest. Police used a robot to remove the tarp 
from the boat.  Gov. Deval Patrick thanked the public for helping the investigation, especially in 
submitting photos and videos of the scene of the Monday bombing near the finish line that claimed 
three lives and injured more than 170 people.   He also noted the interagency cooperation - from 
various police departments to the state police to the FBI that worked together on the Joint Terrorism 
Task Force.  A police car carrying the suspect exited the scene at 8:45 p.m. ET. The suspect was then 
transferred to an ambulance. Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was labeled Suspect 2 by the FBI, and was shown 
wearing a white hat at the scene of the bombing in photographs released to the public on Thursday.  
CNN reports that three additional people from Bedford, MA have been taken into custody for 
questioning.  Boston Mayor Tom Menino got on the police radio to tell police, "Your mayor is very 
proud of you."  Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is in serious condition at Mount Auburn Hospital, the same location 
where Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority officer Richard Donohue Jr., 33, was taken. Donohue was 
shot in the pursuit of the pair, who fled from Cambridge to nearby Watertown.   Police say the chase 
started after the brothers shot and killed 26-year-old Sean Collier, a campus police officer at 
Massachusetts of Technology.   A neighborhood in chaos  Bob Goodwin, who lives three houses away 
from where the suspect was hiding, was at the marathon Monday when the bombs exploded 12 
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seconds apart.   "I was about 10 yards away from the second bomb explosion," Goodwin told CNN. "We 
were recovering from Monday, and then this was like a retraumatization of the event."  Goodwin went 
for a walk in what he described as a close-knit neighborhood at about 6 p.m. when he saw about 25 
police cars "screeching down the street," followed shortly thereafter by tactical teams.   The suspect 
was discovered about 30 minutes after police held a news conference lifting the city lockdown. Dozens 
of police, emergency and armored vehicles and fire trucks sped to the scene.  Police trained floodlights 
on the boat on a trailer near a garage in the backyard of a house, and witnesses heard about 15 
explosions as they fired flash bang grenades to flush out the suspect. Flash bangs, designed to stun a 
suspect, produce a loud noise and bright light.  Officials wanted to capture Dzhokhar Tsarnaev alive so 
he could be questioned about the marathon bombings. He was taken alive after a tense standoff.  The 
escape and the death of a brother  Dzhokhar Tsarnaev got away after the first gunfight when he backed 
the stolen vehicle over his older brother, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, and fled on foot. The older brother, 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, was in cardiac arrest by the time authorities got him to the Beth Israel Hospital 
emergency room, where doctors soon pronounced him dead.   Two years ago, Tamerlan Tsarnaev was 
interviewed by the FBI at the request of a foreign government the Bureau would not identify. The 
brothers come from a Muslim background, and though no incriminating evidence came from the 
interview, their mother said her older son was "persecuted" by the FBI.  As they mounted the 
unprecedented manhunt, officials shut down all of Boston, Watertown and the surrounding area while 
they went door-to-door looking for the surviving suspect.   They were afraid he might have on an 
explosive vest - his brother had explosives strapped to his body when he died. CNN also reported that 
police found homemade explosives during searches Friday, and experts performed controlled 
detonations throughout the day.  'Who can do this stuff?'  The two brothers were legal residents of the 
U.S. originally from a Russian region near Chechnya. Their uncle, Ruslan Tsarni, urged his nephew to 
turn himself in.  "Ask for forgiveness from the victims, from the injured and from those who loved 
them," Tsarni said outside his home in Montgomery County, MD.  Alvi Tsarni, another uncle to the 
suspects, told WBZ they have been in the U.S. since 2000 or 2001.  "It's crazy; it's not possible," said 
Tsarni of the suspected actions. "When I saw this on TV news, I said, ‘Who can do this stuff?'"  The 
younger brother was on scholarship at UMass-Dartmouth. CNN reported he moved to the U.S. with 
family at the age of 9 and became a naturalized citizen less than eight months ago, on Sept. 11.  Former 
high school classmates said Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was a normal teen who went to parties and was captain 
of the wrestling team. However, many of the friends said they hadn't spoken to him in a year or more.  
Tamerlan Tsarnaev was a former Golden Gloves boxer who hoped to make the Olympics team. He was 
studying to become an engineer at Bunker Hill Community College. He has a 3-year-old daughter, and it 
is unclear if he is married to the child's mother.  After the capture, Boston Police tweeted a brief 
message asking that the victims of the blast be remembered. Those killed include 8-year-old Martin 
Richard. The boy's 6-year-old sister lost a leg in the attack, and his mother suffered a brain injury. More 
than 170 people were injured and many had to have limbs amputated.  Krystle M. Campbell, 29, from 
Medford, MA, and Lu Lingzi, a 23-year-old graduate student at Boston University, also died in the 
explosions at the finish line of the Boston Marathon. 

 

 

http://www.homesnap.com/MA/Watertown/67-Franklin-Street
http://boston.cbslocal.com/2013/04/19/2nd-uncle-of-bombing-suspects-yesterday-he-called-me/
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April 23, 2013                                                                                                                                                                    
Abbeville County deputies and SLED said a man is dead following a shooting late Monday night.  Interim 
Sheriff Ronnie Ashley said the parents of the victim heard gunshots outside their home on Old Douglas 
Mill Road around 10:30 p.m. They said they ran outside and found their 30-year-old son dead in the 
yard, according to Ashley.  Coroner Sam Ferguson identified the victim as Jamil Phillips. He ruled Phillips 
death a homicide and said he was shot multiple times.  Cousin Landrew Collier said Phillips could easily 
make a friend and he was supposed to spend time with him later in the week.  "Somebody would 
actually kill this man in his mother's and dad's yard, man, that's shocking," Collier said. "And it's so rural 
out here, it's going to be hard for anybody to hear anything."  Phillips' family wonders who could have 
killed him because they said he did not have any enemies.  Investigators said there have been no 
arrests, but they don't see a threat to the community.  The shooting happened the same day as voters 
in Abbeville County headed to the polls for the Democratic Primary  in an effort to elect a permanent 
sheriff. 

 

April 30, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
A Landrum man previously accused of raping a child in Spartanburg County has also been charged with 
a similar crime in North Carolina.  Polk County deputies said 34-year-old Alfard Mullins Jr. was indicted 
on first-degree rape of a child, six counts of first-degree sexual offense, six counts of indecent liberties 
with a child, six counts of child abuse sexual act, incest and incest with a child under 13.  Deputies said 
Mullins was arrested after an investigation launched by his arrest in Spartanburg County earlier this 
year.  Investigators in Spartanburg County said they arrested Mullins after a girl between the ages of 11 
and 14 years old told her mother in October 2012 that Mullins started raping her in 2006. The girl said 
that Mullins would also show her pornography and molest her.  Mullins was charged with two counts of 
incest and two counts of second-degree criminal sexual conduct with a minor in connection with the 
Spartanburg County case.  Polk County deputies said they believe Mullins sexually assaulted the same 
victim in their county.  Mullins was being held in the Polk County jail on $1 million bond. 

 

May 1, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                      
A Spartanburg County mother said her 2-year-old son was left with a bruise on his face after someone 
in a passing car pelted him with candy.  Brittany Taylor said she and her two sons were walking to the 
post office in Arcadia on Tuesday morning when someone passing by in a white SUV threw candy at 
them. She said her youngest son was hit just below his temple, which caused a bruise.  "I mean, that's 
crazy," Taylor said. "You're not even safe in your own small [town] to walk with your children. That's 
ridiculous."  Taylor said she reported the incident to deputies, but Master Deputy Kevin Bobo said the 
sheriff's office has no record of a report being filed. 
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May 3, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                  
A Greenville man was arrested Thursday after police said he had sexual contact with a 15-year-old girl at 
church.  Public Information Officer Jonathan Bragg, of the Greenville Police Department, said 41-year-
old Charles Hamilton was charged with second-degree criminal sexual conduct with a minor.  Bragg said 
the sexual battery happened at Mt. Emmanuel Baptist Church on Spartanburg Street on Easter Sunday. 
According to an arrest warrant, the crime happened during worship service.  Hamilton was released 
from jail on $25,000 bond.  Pastor Tony Boyce, of the church, said the staff understands the serious 
nature of the allegations, and that they are fully cooperating with the investigation. 

 

May 8, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                     
A Greenville city council member and police warn that the ongoing violence at a local apartment 
complex riddled with crime won't be tolerated.  Greenville police said since the beginning of 2012, there 
were way more than a thousand calls for service from the Shemwood Crossing Apartments on 
Shemwood Lane. The city warns that if changes aren't made and the violence doesn't stop, the property 
can be closed. Tuesday night, a woman was shot in the leg, as she walked inside her own apartment, 
which is located off of Old Augusta Road.  Wednesday, the owners of Shemwood were issued a 
nuisance property citation by police.   Police said it's because the violence has become too much. Just in 
the last year, there were at least five shootings with at least as many people injured.  Greenville City 
Council woman Lillian Brock Flemming said the city and police have tried to help for a while, with plenty 
of extra patrols.  "We've spent a lot of taxpayers' dollars on that one facility," said Flemming. "And we 
cannot continue to do that because we don't provide that same type of protection; we can't just police 
one complex when we have hundreds of complexes in the city of Greenville."  Flemming wants the 
complex's new, out-of-state, owners to step up and increase their own security, enforce the rules, and 
better screen the residents before they move in.  She said if they don't, the city could ultimately shut 
the complex down.  

 

May 16, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
A mother has been taken into police custody after police say she tried to give away her 6-month-old 
daughter at a Phoenix gas station. Sgt. Tommy Thompson with the Phoenix Police Department said 
investigators learned from witnesses that 36-year-old Rozenna Luna was asking strangers if they wanted 
a "free child" as she attempted to give the baby girl away to total strangers in the area of 2300 W. 
Bethany Home Road about 5:30 p.m. Wednesday.  Thompson said Luna was intoxicated and had 
smoked methamphetamine two days before the incident.  According to investigators, Luna had made 
no attempts to contact safe haven locations, government agencies or family members for help.  The 
clerk at the convenience store called police but Luna also called police. She told police she called them 
because she knew she had misdemeanor warrants and would be arrested and go to jail, which meant 
she would not have to care for her baby.  Luna was arrested on one count of child abuse as well as 
misdemeanor warrants for her arrest.  Police said her baby, Elena, was not harmed. She was turned 
over to Child Protective Services, but the baby's father told CBS 5 News that he will do everything in his 
power to get her back.  "I got three kids with me and I want her back, you know, no matter what. I want 
that, I want her back," her father, Enrique Luna said.  Rozenna Luna made her first court appearance on 
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Thursday afternoon when she was appointed an attorney and bond was set at $1,800.  Her next court 
date is scheduled for May 23. 

 

May 20, 2013                                                                                                                                                                      
Troopers said a Simpsonville man was arrested in connection with a wreck that killed a man and injured 
his 15-year-old daughter Sunday night.  The accident happened on Lee Vaughn Road at Scuffletown 
Road about 8:10 p.m.  Troopers said 26-year-old Lawrence Brown III was driving drunk when he took a 
right turn, lost control and ran off the right side of the road, overcorrected and crossed back across the 
roadway hitting a Toyota Camry on its driver's side door.  Greenville County Deputy Coroner Barry 
Wright said the driver of the Camry, 38-year-old Kevin Webster of Simpsonville, died in the wreck and 
his 15-year-old daughter was airlifted to Greenville Memorial Hospital with non-life threatening injuries.   
Troopers said both victims were wearing their seatbelts.  Troopers said Brown was not wearing his 
seatbelt and was taken to the hospital with injuries as well. After he was released from the hospital, 
troopers said they arrested Brown on charges of felony driving under the influence involving death and 
felony driving under the influence involving great bodily injury.  Brown was booked into the Greenville 
County Detention Center on Monday. 

 

May 22, 2013                                                                                                                                                              
Deceased Boston bombing suspect Tamerlan Tsarnaev and a man killed Wednesday during questioning 
by the FBI were accomplices in a 2011 slaying, according to CNN.  Unnamed law enforcement officials 
told the Associated Press that Ibragim Todashev, 27, lunged at an FBI agent with a knife during an 
interview at his home on Wednesday. Agents shot and killed him.  Citing law enforcement sources, CNN 
reported that, before he died, Todashev confessed to his role in the Sept. 11, 2011 triple murder in 
Boston and also said Tsarnaev was involved.   Todashev reportedly told investigators the three men 
were killed during a drug deal after Todashev and Tsarnaev became afraid the men would be able to 
identify them to police.   Their bodies were found with marijuana dumped on them.   The case had gone 
cold, but received fresh interest after the April 15 Boston bombing attacks, allegedly masterminded by 
Tsarnaev.   One of the victims has been described as Tsarnaev's "best friend." Investigators long 
believed the murders were executed by someone who knew the victims, in part because the apartment 
the men were killed showed no signs of forced entry.   According to the FBI, on Wednesday, Todashev 
started a "violent confrontation." Todashev was killed and the agent had to receive treatment for non-
life-threatening injuries.  Two Massachusetts State Police troopers and other law enforcement 
personnel accompanied the agent during the interview, according to the FBI.  "During the 
confrontation, the individual was killed and the agent sustained non-life threatening injuries," the 
release stated.  It did not specify who fired the killing shot. Previously, FBI spokesman Dave Couvertier 
told NBC News a special agent fatally shot a man in custody while conducting "official duties."   The 
Associated Press reported another spokesman, Paul Bresson, said the agent acted on an imminent 
threat, killing Todashev.  Khusn Taramiv, a friend and roommate of Todashev, said in a WESH interview 
they both were questioned for three hours overnight Tuesday. He said the FBI let him leave but held his 
friend longer.   He acknowledged Todashev knew Tsarnaev, the older of the two brothers suspected in 
the Boston bombing.  "He had [Tsarnaev's] number in a phone, but he only spoke to him a month 

http://www.cnn.com/2013/05/22/justice/florida-fbi-shooting-boston/index.html
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http://bigstory.ap.org/article/fbi-man-fatally-shot-boston-bombing-probe
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before that stuff happened," Taramiv told WESH. "And that's it. He wasn't close friends with him, he 
just happened to know him."  He said Todashev met Tsarnaev when he lived in Boston two years ago, 
with both being part of the small Chechen community there. Todashev then moved to the Orlando area.  
Taramiv said Todashev and Tsarnaev had talked for a few minutes by Skype weeks before the bombing 
happened.  "What he was talking about [on their call], it was just ‘How are you doing? How's your 
family?'" Taramiv said.  He also claimed he knew Todashev did not have any weapons or extremist 
beliefs.   Todashev had posted bond May 13 after Orange County Sheriff's deputies arrested him on 
suspicion of aggravated battery. In the arrest report, he stated he had experience as a mixed-martial 
arts fighter.  According to the FBI, Tamerlan and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev are suspected of detonating two 
explosive devices near the finish line of the annual race. Tamerlan Tsarnaev died during a getaway 
attempt from authorities April 18.   Police captured Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. He remains in federal custody 
and has been charged with multiple crimes, including using a weapon of mass destruction. 

 

May 23, 2013                                                                                                                                                             
Spartanburg Public Safety officers said they are searching for two gunmen after a man said they came to 
his back door late Wednesday night and started shooting.  Capt. Art Littlejohn said officers were called 
to a home on Loring Street around 11:30 p.m. When they arrived on scene, police said they found the 
victim shot in the arm.  The victim said he heard a knock at his back door and as soon as he walked 
toward it the suspects shot him through the door, according to police. He said the suspects fled the 
scene on foot.  The victim was transported to Spartanburg Medical Center; his injuries did not appear 
life-threatening, according to Capt. Littlejohn.  Both Public Safety officers and Spartanburg County 
Sheriff's deputies searched for the men with the help of the K-9 tracking team, but the suspects were 
not located.  Anyone with any information is asked to contact Crime Stoppers at 58-CRIME or Text 
TIP649 with your tip to CRIMES (274637).   Stay with Fox Carolina and foxcarolina.com for updates. 

 

May 24, 2013                                                                                                                                                                
Cherokee County Sheriff Steve Mueller said deputies were investigating the discovery of a body found in 
a local lake Friday morning. Mueller said their dog team was doing a search near Lake Whelchel when a 
scent led them to the lake's banks about 10:40 a.m.  Deputies found a body semi-submerged in the 
water not far from the Forest Lake subdivision, Mueller said.  Department of Natural Resources agents 
were called in to recover the body from the lake.  Mueller said they were investigating the death as a 
homicide unless evidence indicates something else.   Coroner Dennis Fowler said the body was that of 
29-year-old Terry Martin Jr, of Gaffney, who was missing since May 19. Fowler said Martin was reported 
missing by family on Thursday, so deputies began searching near the lake where he was last seen.  
Martin was found partially clothed about 20 feet from shore, Fowler said. He said an autopsy showed 
Martin drowned and there were no signs of trauma or injury. 

 

 

http://foxcarolina.com/
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May 27, 2013                                                                                                                                                                              
The condition of the only surviving victim in a Pickens County shooting has been upgraded again, 
according to hospital officials. A Greenville Health System spokesperson said 34-year-old Michael 
Simpson's condition was upgraded from critical to serious condition on Monday then to fair on Tuesday.  
Warrants from the Pickens County Sheriff's Office said Simpson was shot in the head in the early 
morning hours of May 14 by his wife, 35-year-old Susanna Simpson.  Deputies said Susanna Simpson 
also shot and killed her two children, 5-year-old Sawyer Simpson, and 7-year-old Carly Simpson at their 
Cherokee Trail home. Authorities said the children died from multiple gunshot wounds.  According to 
the warrants, Suzanna Simpson told an emergency room nurse she shot her family and tried to shoot 
herself but could not do it.  Michael Simpson has remained in the hospital since the shooting. His wife 
was booked into jail on May 20 and will likely appear in court for her first hearing in less than 45 days, 
according to the solicitor's office. 

 

May 30, 2013                                                                                                                                                                  
Deputies said after another victim spoke up, investigators filed more charges against a Greenville man 
accused of sexually assaulting children while employed at an Upstate church more than 20 years ago.  
Greenville County deputies said in 1984, 58-year-old Timothy Lee Anders assaulted the victim who was 
9 at the time. They said the incidents happened several more times through 1987.  According to the 
new warrants, Anders knew the girl through church and visited her at home, threatening her not to tell 
anyone what happened between them. Last week, deputies said the first victim came forward and told 
them Anders sexually assaulted him during an eight-year period dating back to 1981 while Anders was 
employed as a maintenance person at Wrenn Memorial Baptist Church.Deputies filed a total of 27 
charges against Anderson on Friday pertaining to the first two victims.On Thursday, deputies said the 
additional charges were filed - three counts of criminal sexual conduct with a minor first degree and two 
counts of criminal sexual conduct with a minor second degree. Anders remains in jail without bond. 

 

May 31, 2013                                                                                                                                                                   
Cherokee County deputies have issued warrants for two North Carolina men they said burglarized a 
Gaffney home before fleeing last week.  Cherokee County Sheriff Steve Mueller said while working with 
Shelby Police and Cleveland County deputies, the two remaining burglars on the run were identified 
Thursday.  On April 25, a Grassy Pond Road homeowner returned home to find two men loading his 
belongings in a SUV, so he fired shots at the truck but they got away, deputies said.  The homeowner 
spotted a third burglar who ran away on foot but was later picked up by Mueller, trying to hitchhike 
about a mile away, deputies said.  Mueller said he drove the man, identified as 20-year-old Samuel 
Ledford, to the house he claimed to have been at, but the house belonged to the in-laws of a Cherokee 
County deputy. He said Ledford eventually confessed to his involvement in the burglary and was 
arrested.  Deputies issued warrants for first-degree burglary for 27-year-old James Worthy and 26-year-
old Darrell Bolin, both of Shelby, NC. Mueller said both men are believed to be in the Shelby area.  
Anyone with information on their whereabouts is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-274-6372 or 
704-484-4788 in Cleveland County. 



  

 69 

 

June 4, 2013                                                                                                                                                                      
Newberry County deputies said nearly a yearlong investigation led to several methamphetamine-
related arrests during their "Shake, rattle and roll," operation.  Deputies said they made 11 arrests 
Monday and issued warrant for three more people as a follow-up to the investigation.  The investigation 
revealed that some suspects tried to buy 9 grams of pseudoephedrine per month, which is used to 
make meth, deputies said.  Deputies said they named the operation "Shake, rattle, and roll" because of 
the shaking process used to manufacture methamphetamine.  In addition to deputies, Newberry Police, 
Whitmire Police and State Law Enforcement Division agents were involved in the investigation.  "While 
at first glance this seems a minor offense, it should be clear that these drugs are nearly always sought to 
perpetuate an illegal meth manufacturing lab," Newberry County Sheriff Lee Foster said. "Meth 
destroys lives, families and communities, and this is our effort to be proactive in our approach to stop 
these labs by eliminating the supplies needed to make the drug."  Deputies said they are still looking for 
Paula Beach, 40, Johnathon Crumpton, 21, and Christopher Gonzales, 40, all of Newberry.  Deputies said 
additional arrests could be made. 

 

June 10, 2013                                                                                                                                                                             
On Sunday, a fifth victim in the Santa Monica shooting has died, according to CNN. CNN reported Santa 
Monica College President Chui Tsang and family said the victim, 26-year-old Marcela Franklin died on 
Sunday of gunshot wounds, received on Friday, while in an SUV with her father, near Santa Monica 
College.  The Los Angeles County coroner's office identified her father as 68-year-old Carlos Navarro 
Franco, who was shot while driving the SUV.  In a statement on the school's website Tsang said, "I am 
saddened to report that Marcela Franco passed away this morning at Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical 
Center. Her family was with her by her side. Marcela had registered to attend classes this summer at 
SMC and was with her father Carlos when Friday's tragedy struck."  The name of the shooter who went 
on a rampage Friday has also been released.   John Zawahri is the name of the shooter, who was killed 
by Santa Monica police officers in the library of the Santa Monica College, according to CNN. He would 
have turned 24 on Sunday.   In all, he killed five people, and injured several others. One of those injured 
is on life support in a Santa Monica hospital.  His shooting spree began at his family home, where 
authorities said he shot his father Samir and his brother Chris. It is still being investigated as to who 
eventually set the home on fire.   Santa Monica police said in a news conference Saturday that the 
shooting spree was "premeditated," and that Zawahri was heavily armed with a .223 semi-automatic 
rifle, a .44-caliber handgun and hundreds of rounds, loaded into two dozen magazines.   "Any time 
someone puts on a vest, comes out with a bag full of loaded magazines, has an extra receiver, a hand 
gun and has a semi-auto rifle, carjacks folks, goes to a college, kills more people and has to be 
neutralized at the hands of the police, I would say that is premeditated," said Santa Monica Police Chief 
Jacqueline Seabrooks at the news conference Saturday.   Police said that they had been called to the 
family's home in 2006 regarding an incident, but did not go in to further details because Zawahri was a 
minor at the time. Police did discover that he had been a student at Santa Monica College in 2010, but 
they believe he chose all of his victims at random, except for the two family members found in the 
home.   Police officials did say the don't believe the incident is related to terrorism.   Officials did not 
comment on his mental history, and they were also hesitant to classify this as a school shooting.  "In this 

http://www.smc.edu/Pages/Emergency-Update.aspx
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case, the circumstances began in the community of Santa Monica, occurred throughout the city of 
Santa Monica, or in various locales, and then ended on a campus," Seabrooks said. "By the way that we 
traditionally look at a definition such as that, that is not a school shooting."  The initial 911 call that 
came in at 11:52 a.m. Friday was for a home that was on fire. Inside, firefighters found the two men 
who were shot to death.  

 

June 20, 2013                                                                                                                                                                            
An Inman man will spend the next 25 years in prison after admitting to sexually assaulting at 10-year-
old girl, according to prosecutors.  In a statement from Seventh Circuit Solicitor's Office, Brian Stapleton, 
32, pleaded guilty to first-degree criminal sexual conduct. He was sentenced Tuesday.  Stapleton's case 
goes back to 2011, when prosecutors said the victim's mother reported the incident to the Spartanburg 
County Sheriff's Office. Deputies said they found the girl partially clothed and pretending to sleep in a 
nearby wooded area.  Prosecutors said Stapleton is a distant relative of the victim.  Stapleton must 
serve at least 80 percent of his sentence before he is eligible for parole, and will have his name added to 
the sexual offender registry, authorities said.  

 

June 21, 2013                                                                                                                                                                               
The Laurens County Sheriff's Office arrested a woman and is looking for a man in connection with a 
shooting that happened on April 1.   Moniqua Pulley said her cousin, Terrian Pulley, 21, of Laurens, fired 
shots at her and her family while about 14 children were around. She said she was hit multiple times on 
her legs and hand, causing her to lose a finger.   Camiell Roberson, 30, of Laurens, was arrested and 
charged with pointing and presenting a firearm, accessory before the fact and intimidation of a witness.  
Pulley and Roberson were involved in an argument when they pulled out guns, according to deputies. 
Deputies said Pulley fired his gun, striking a woman in the legs three times, while Roberson did not fire 
her weapon.   The two suspects then fled on foot, where they were seen getting into a yellow Crown 
Victoria that was decorated with the M&M's logo, according to deputies.   Pulley is actively being sought 
by law enforcement. Pulley is wanted on six counts of attempted murder, possession of a weapon 
during the commission of a violent crime, intimidation of a witness, pointing and presenting a firearm 
and two general sessions bench warrants for armed robbery.   Moniqua Pulley hopes her cousin will 
turn himself in. She said she's always nervous he may shoot again.   "Justice needs to be served. I can't 
take this. I'm scared to go home and stuff! I want to go home. I want to be free!"  If anyone knows of 
Pulley's whereabouts please contact CRIMESTOPPERS at 864-68-CRIME 864-682-7463 or Laurens 
County Sheriff's Office at 864-984-4967.  
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June 26, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
A married couple has been charged with neglect of the man's father who died last Wednesday morning, 
according to Karl Addis, the Oconee County coroner.  Michael Orr, 38, and Kristin Orr 32, were both 
charged with neglect of a vulnerable adult with great bodily injury, according to the Walhalla Police 
Department. The two were arrested last Friday, police said.  According to police, an anonymous call was 
made which led them to do a welfare check at the victim's home.   The 72-year-old Walhalla man, Curtis 
Orr, was found after police heard a faint grunt coming from inside the house, police said. The victim was 
barely alive when police got inside, they said.   Police said the couple was in charge of the victim's care.  
The man died of a heart condition, but according to the coroner, the autopsy also demonstrated signs 
of malnutrition, pneumonia, COPD and cerebral atrophy, which is seen in people diagnosed with 
dementia or Alzheimer's disease.  

 

June 27, 2013                                                                                                                                                              
Greenville County deputies said a former band director at Eastside High School is accused of having a 
sexual relationship with a student.  Deputies said an official with Greenville County Schools contacted 
them after receiving information about the relationship between Brandon Poston, 30, and an 18-year-
old student.  Poston engaged in sexual battery multiple times with the victim between Feb. 20 and May 
30, according to a release from the Greenville County Sheriff's Office. In the release, deputies said the 
incidents happened at Poston's home on Glen Forest Drive and a hotel on Congaree Road.  Greenville 
County Schools spokesperson Oby Lyles said Poston served as a part-time band director at Eastside and 
Greenville Middle Academy between August 2011 and Thursday.  Lyles said Poston resigned Thursday 
prior to his arrest.   Deputies charged Poston with sexual battery with a student. He is awaiting a bond 
hearing in Greenville County. 

 

June 27, 2013                                                                                                                                                           
Spartanburg County deputies said they are looking for a local teen accused of stealing an assault rifle.  
Deputies said the suspect, 17-year-old Je'Quavius Laquan Gray, robbed the victim on June 3 when he 
stole her Remington AR-15 rifle from the backseat of her car.  Deputies said Gray approached the 
victim, said "give it up," then took the gun.   After the suspect was identified, deputies said they signed 
an arrest warrant for Gray on one count of armed robbery.  Deputies said because Gray stole the 
weapon, he should be considered armed and dangerous.  Anyone with information about his 
whereabouts is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIME-SC. 

 

June28, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
A man from Waterbury was arrested after police said he posed as a member of the boy band One 
Direction online in an attempt to entice young girls to perform sex acts. Waterbury police said John 
Eastman, 45, was using Skype with the screen name Harry.Styles888, and had pictures of the One 
Direction singer on his computer, which were used to convince children he was the star.  "Prerecorded 
images and videos of these musicians and celebrities he would show so it would lend credibility that he 
was that person," said Waterbury Police Deputy Chief Christopher Corbett.  Police said Eastman, who is 
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a convicted sex offender, would offer free concert tickets in exchange for children posing nude or 
performing sex acts online, and that his Skype camera received graphic sexual images of children, some 
as young at 5 years old.  Police said they were tipped off by authorities in Vermont where they said 
Eastman contacted several girls.  "Primarily, he seemed to be targeting, 13, 14, 15-year-olds, primarily, 
pre and early teen females," Corbett said.  Investigators said Eastman did all these actions from the 
third floor of a home on Congress Avenue where he lived with his mother.   When Eastman learned 
police were on to him, he vanished, according to neighbors.   "It's scary," said neighbor Katherine 
Murphy. "You don't think people would do things like that but there are people out there like that."  
Two weeks ago, police tracked down Eastman in Virginia and arrested him.   Investigators said they 
recovered more than 200 of those types of images from those Skype encounters and hundreds of other, 
unrelated, child pornography images of girls.  Police don't know how long it was going on.  "It went 
beyond Waterbury. It went beyond Connecticut," Corbett said. "Via the Internet, he was able to go 
nationwide and worldwide. We don't know.  Eastman was removed from the Connecticut Sex Offender 
Registry after 10 years expired.  According to court documents, family members were always concerned 
after  citing numerous episodes in the past. In fact, Eastman registered as a sex offender after assaulting 
a 9-year-old girl in 1999.  "Abuse of animals, deviant sexual behavior towards his family, so definitely a 
very troubled person," Corbett said.  During questioning, Eastman gave this explanation for a motive.   
"My hope is that the girl will show me herself on camera and then pose in a sexual manner or perform a 
sex act," he told police, according to court documents.  He was charged with employing a minor in an 
obscene performance, promoting a minor in an obscene performance, enticing a minor by computer, 
misrepresenting age to entice a minor, illegal possession of child porn and risk of injury to a minor.  
Eastman is being held in jail on $500,000 bond. He's expected back in court on June 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


