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Meredith Corporation 
WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 
10/01/13 – 12/31/13 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Consumer, Health & Safety 
An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live healthy and safe 
lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 
for personal safety. 

 
 

Education 
A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 
 
 

Environment 
A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 
 

Government 
An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 
An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on our communities 

 
 

Quality of Life 
An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 
O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 
ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 
otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 
under the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 
needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

FOURTH QUARTER 2013 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 
(airs weekly) 
 
Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain and improve your 
home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps everyone from the experienced do-it-
yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 
Public Service Announcements Aired: 

Mental Health, Feeding America, CPR, Asthma, Child Passenger Safety 

 

 

Oct. 9, 2013  

Some visitors to Universal Orlando got more than of a thrill ride than they expected.   After being stuck 
for more than two hours, 12 passengers - including one child - have been rescued and returned to 
safety.    One passenger was taken to the hospital after complaining about neck pain, according to 
WKMG.   The Hollywood Rip Ride Rocket coaster malfunctioned at the top of the track.  No word on 
what caused the ride to stop, but park officials did say the ride stopped on its own. Depending on  the 
findings of technicians, park officials said the ride may or may not be open on Thursday.   The park goers 
left stranded in the air on Wednesday night when the roller coaster they were riding got stuck.   
Universal Orlando said the riders were not in any immediate danger, and the theme park officials were 
doing whatever they could to make them comfortable while fire crews worked to get them down.   
According to the Universal website, the roller coaster has speeds of 65 mph and is more than 17 stories 
above the amusement park.  

 

Oct. 24, 2013 

Taxpayers can start signing up for a second year of state-paid credit monitoring resulting from last 
year's massive hacking of South Carolina's tax collection agency. Enrollment for consumer protection 
services through CSIdentity Corp. begins Thursday. It's free to the millions of residents and business 
owners whose unencrypted personal data was stolen last September from the Department of 
Revenue's computer servers.   Eligible taxpayers must have filed an electronic South Carolina tax return 

http://www.clickorlando.com/news/nearly-a-dozen-riders-stuck-on-rollercoaster-at-universal-orlando-fire-says/-/1637132/22360290/-/62ifh8z/-/index.html
http://www.clickorlando.com/news/nearly-a-dozen-riders-stuck-on-rollercoaster-at-universal-orlando-fire-says/-/1637132/22360290/-/62ifh8z/-/index.html
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23652140/riders-rescued-from-stalled-universal-studios-roller-coaster
https://www.universalorlando.com/Rides/Universal-Studios-Florida/Hollywood-Rip-Ride-Rockit-Roller-Coaster.aspx
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between 1998 and 2012.  South Carolina is paying CSID up to $8.5 million for its services, depending on 
how many people sign up.  About 1.4 million people signed up for free credit monitoring through 
Experian. That $12 million state contract is expiring, and enrollments will not transfer. 

CSID offers more extensive monitoring, beyond credit reports, to catch other ways stolen identities are 
used. Those interested can call CSID at 855-880-2743 or visit www.scidprotection.com to enroll.   Tax 
payers have until Oct. 1, 2014 to enroll but are encouraged to sign-up as soon as possible.  "We want to 
get everybody signed up as quickly as possible," said Gov. Nikki Haley while in the Upstate on 
Wednesday. "It is not only going to do credit monitoring this time, it's also going to watch your social 
security number because we're seeing an increase in fraud where as people are taking numbers and 
using them on fraudulent tax returns."  Those who signed up for credit monitoring through Experian will 
have to start paying for that service when their membership ends, 12-months after the day they 
registered.  Questions about signing up with CSID  With the opening of sign-ups, some people reported 
to FOX Carolina Thursday morning that they were having issues creating accounts or accessing the 
website.   FOX Carolina reached out to the Department of Revenue and CSID for further information 
about problems users may have including not being able to create account because of a message that 
says, "The requested user account does not exist for this site."  According to CSID, if a user gets this 
message it means: the user is either not eligible, they have mis-entered information or the information 
they entered on the enrollment form does not match the information provided to us by the South 
Carolina Department of Revenue.  If a user tries to set up an account after three tries, they need to 
close their browser session and try again, according to CSID.  CSID said they saw 3,000 successful 
enrollments since 8 a.m. and are not aware of any issues with site traffic. They said they are actively 
monitoring the site for any downtime or latency, but have not had any reports of it since the site 
opened.  Additionally, tax payers from outside of South Carolina are required to have a pin number in 
order to set-up an account. CSID said they will receive notification letters in the mail during the next few 
weeks.  Users with questions or any of the afore-mentioned problems can contact the CSID South 
Carolina Identity Protection Hotline toll free at 855-880-2743, 24-hours a day, 7-days a week and 365-
days a year. 

 

Oct. 24, 2013 

A ride has malfunctioned at the North Carolina State Fair, sending several people to the hospital with 
unknown injuries.  State Fair spokesman Brian Long said five people were brought to WakeMed hospital 
in Raleigh on Thursday night following the accident. He had no details on the severity of the injuries or 
what caused the accident. Wake County Sheriff Donnie Harrison said the injured range in age from 14 to 
39.  Television station WRAL in Raleigh quoted witnesses as saying that several people were thrown off 
the Vortex ride and that some were unconscious.  A witness identified as Caleb Norris told WNCN 
television that he heard a crashing sound just after getting off the Vortex. He turned around and saw 
two people lying face down. 

 

 

 

http://www.scidprotection.com/
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Oct. 31, 2013  

According to the solicitor's office, Dr. Caddell's charges were dismissed after he completed pre-trial 
intervention.  A Travelers Rest doctor was arrested Monday after two patients accused him of 
inappropriately touching them, police said. Since his arrest, police said five more patients have come 
forward.  According to arrest warrants, both a current patient and a former patient of Dr. Titus Daniel 
Caddell, 53, told investigators that he touched their private parts under and over their clothing to 
gratify himself.  Travelers Rest Police Chief Lance Crowe said he will not release the age of the victims 
but said they are both adult women.   Crowe said he is not releasing many details about the case 
because of the possibility that there may be other victims or witnesses.  Caddell was charged with two 
counts of first-degree assault and battery. He was released from jail on bond. 

 

Nov. 5, 2013 

An Upstate boy is battling a rare disease that is taking away his voice, ability to move and even his sight. 
Five-year-old Kane DeGeorgis' family hopes to bring attention to the disorder is called Batten Disease, 
which impacts two out of every 100,000 children and has no known cure. Some of Kane's photos show a 
little boy ready for Halloween, splashing in the water and having fun as a rambunctious toddler, but 
now, his life is changed forever. "It started about like when he was three years old," said Brian 
DeGeorgis, Kane's father. "He was potty trained early. ... Then we noticed that he would just kind of fall 
all of a sudden and had a little trouble getting back up." DeGeorgis said the change happened so 
quickly.  "I got it on video. ... He was bouncing around on the bed in the hospital, and he was having so 
much fun, and it was like the next day, he couldn't sit up, he couldn't walk," DeGeorgis said.  He said 
Kane had a grand mal seizure, and that's when they knew something was wrong.  "Dec. 3, 2012, that's 
when we got the, my daughter's birthday. That's when we got the diagnosis," DeGeorgis said.  Batten 
Disease affects the nervous system and the brain. Kane now spends most of his time in a special 
wheelchair, needing support to keep him in place.  "I wish I could do the things that a normal father 
would do, playing baseball and football and take him fishing, and all that's gone now," DeGeorgis said. "I 
just try to make him happy and that's my goal for Kane, just to make sure he's happy."  DeGeorgis said it 
is the toughest fight he's witnessed, and he's seen fights overseas as a war veteran, with metals and 
certificates adorning his livingroom wall. From the Kosovo War to Afghanistan, DeGeorgis was in the 
82nd Airborne before joining the National Guard.   "We got deployed to Afghanistan, and I was over 
there for about 18 months," DeGeorgis said. "While I was over there, my ex-wife was pregnant with 
Kane, so I was lucky enough and fortunate enough to come home and see him born."  DeGeorgis said he 
always wanted a boy and a girl, and he got that.   "So I'm real proud to say Kane is mine," DeGeorgis 
said.  Kane likes to play with toys that make noise, and his eyesight is nearly gone. Much like a newborn, 
his muscles are barely able to support him.  "He needs 24-hour care," DeGeorgis said. "I've got to have 
my eye on him every second of the day. He sleeps with me. He's got to be right beside me or beside 
Jessica. He's got to be right by us."  Kane's decline devastates DeGeorgis. As his son is taken by the 
disease, DeGeorgis hopes others will learn about it, and that one day, it will have a cure.  "Nobody 
knows what it is. Your ordinary person out there walking around has no idea about Batten's disease and 
what it does," DeGeorgis said. "It is very devastating."  The DeGeorgis family has set up a Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/KanesStoryWithFightingBattensDisease?ref=ts&fref=ts
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to share about Kane's illness, posting photos and information on fundraisers for those looking to offer 
support. 

 

 

 

Nov. 7, 2013 

South Carolina's top prosecutor says the state would be safer under a proposal to share mental health 
information with the federal government.  Attorney General Alan Wilson said Tuesday a proposed bill 
would require the state to share information on people who have been found by a court to have mental 
health problems.  Wilson said it's already illegal to sell guns to people with known mental illness. But 
the Republican said South Carolina currently is not required to disclose that information with the 
federal authorities who maintain the database against which names are run for background checks.  
Wilson is a lifetime member of the National Rifle Association. He and state lawmakers stressed 
repeatedly that the bill is not placing any new impediments on people who can already legally own 
guns. 

 

Nov. 11, 2013 

After several patients reported suffering from type of rash after having surgeries at a western North 
Carolina hospital, officials said the patients suffered from post-operation blisters.  Mission Hospital said 
a few patients developed blisters following surgery. They said the blisters arose from skin conditions 
related to pressure, friction and immobility, but there was no evidence of infection from person-to-
person.  Hospital officials said about 0.005 percent of more than 1,800 patients since Feb. 1 were 
affected with the condition.   Affected patients have been treated by their doctors and discharged 
normally. 

 

Nov. 20, 2013   

In the game of football, players face tough opponents, and former NFL linebacker Chris Draft knows 
what it means to play hard. That's why his new game plan is to beat lung cancer.   "What we've found 
consistently is there is hope for lung cancer," Draft said.  Draft formed Team Draft with his wife, Keasha 
Rutledge Draft, at their wedding. She grew up in Williamston, was athletic, healthy and a non-smoker. 
But, despite all of that, she was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer.   "She came to me and she said 
'You know what, how about we don't get presents? How about we just ask people to support this fight 
against lung cancer?' Now it's morphed into this national campaign to change the face of lung cancer," 
Draft said.   A month after their wedding, she died, and since then, Draft's new playbook is filled with 
cancer survivors.   He makes moves from city to city, touring cancer centers and treatment facilities. He 
said the mission is to pass on hope to survivors based on what he's learned in honor of his late wife.   
"So hold on, keep fighting, keep living, and something's coming. She wanted to be an inspiration during 
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her fight," Draft said.   He recently toured ITOR, which is the Institute for Translational Oncology 
Research with the Greenville Hospital System. ITOR provides advanced cancer treatment through on-
site research.   "We're seeing relatively young patients, perhaps even in their 40's, present with cough, 
chest pain, shortness of breath and have lung cancer that we cannot link to a personal history of 
smoking," Dr. William Gluck said.   Gluck is an oncologist with the Greenville Hospital System, where 
new genetic testing is being done in hopes of detecting lung cancer early.   "We're saying that this isn't 
just that you have lung cancer, but this is your specific DNA pattern that allows us then to introduce a 
very directive, personalized therapy of cancer," Gluck said.   The test looks at the activity of genes in 
cancer cells to determine which patients would benefit from certain aggressive treatments.   "That's the 
clue for us to say these are the normal gene patterns. These are the abnormal ones. Not that they were 
born with them, but they were acquired," Gluck said.   In the ITOUR lab, clinical trials are also taking 
place along with new testing for cancer mutations on machines called gene sequencers. Gluck said 
patients are also seeing progress with less aggressive treatment.   "Many of those patients actually 
benefit from a pill as opposed to the use of general chemotherapy," Gluck said.   One of those pills is 
criztinib, the drug that blocks a gene which causes cancer growth.   "We've had patients go from 
practically disabled to pretty functional in two weeks," Gluck said.  However, for patients who still need 
surgery, some of them are introduced to a Da Vinci robot. Its arms, cameras and precision are operated 
by Dr. William Bolton and Dr. Jim Stephenson. They are both thoracic surgeons.   "We think it's very 
precise. We're amazed at what the robot lets us do with the instruments," Stephenson said. "You take 
four to five trocars, (which) are inserted into the chest cavity, one with a camera, and the remaining 
with instruments which the surgeon controls."  So, while doctors control robots in one part of the room, 
patients are getting treatment just feet away.   "What's unique about the robotic system is it provides 
three-dimensional optics and magnification in the ability to operate very small incisions without dividing 
or cutting ribs," Stephenson said.   Stephenson said that could mean less pain and quicker recovery time 
for patients. It's a procedure bringing hope to cancer patients throughout the Upstate and the country.  

 

Nov. 30, 2013   

Police said a man accused of practicing medicine under someone else's name in the Midlands also 
treated patients illegally in Greenwood.  Greenwood Police Capt. Nick Futch said they have arrest 
warrants for 48-year-old Ernest Osei Addo of Austell, GA, for unlawfully practicing medicine without a 
license.   Addo was arrested on Sept. 4 in Lexington County on four counts of unlawfully practicing 
medicine without a license, financial identity fraud and obtaining signature or property under false 
pretense.  Futch said between July 5 and July 10, 2011, Addo illegally practiced medicine at two 
locations in Greenwood, treating at least 70 patients.  Addo allegedly assumed the name of a licensed 
medical doctor, using the information to gain temporary employment in Greenwood, according to 
Futch. He said Addo only practiced medicine on a limited basis.  Addo is accused of working under 
someone else's name at a Greenwood nursing home, Magnolia Manor.   According to Magnolia Manor 
Administrator Edith Goforth, Addo was placed by a reputable physician staffing company to temporarily 
cover while the attending physician was on vacation, and he cared for some of their residents in July 
2011.  "We believe that the residents and/or their families have been notified by the attending 
physician for whom Addo covered during that time period," said Goforth in a statement released to FOX 
Carolina. "We take the health, safety and well-being of our residents very seriously and will cooperate 
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with the authorities to ensure that Mr. Addo is thoroughly investigated and prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law," Goforth said. "In the meantime, we have initiated an internal investigation into the 
matter."  Addo is accused of practicing illegally at Greenwood Family Practice Inc., where they said he 
was sent to work there through a staffing agency as well.   Dr. Jed Graham's attorney released a 
statement to FOX Carolina that said he is cooperating with state and federal authorities in the 
investigation against Addo.   Addo presented himself as Dr. Arthur Kennedy via the staffing agency, 
according to Graham's office.   Graham has individually reviewed the patient records of each visit 
conducted by Addo, and a letter has been sent to all of these patients, according to Graham's attorney. 
If any patients have questions or concerns, they are asked to call Greenwood Family Practice.  
Greenwood Family Practice's attorney said Staff Care, Inc. is the agency that provided Addo as a 
temporary physician.  

 

 
Dec. 4, 2013 

Authorities have issued arrest warrants for the owner of a ride at the North Carolina State Fair that 
investigators say injured five people after safety equipment was tampered with.  The Wake County 
Sheriff's Office said the warrants for 32-year-old Joshua Gene Macaroni were issued Wednesday. The 
statement said Macaroni is charged with two felony counts of assault with a deadly weapon inflicting 
serious injury, and a third felony charge of assaulting a juvenile.  Two adults and a 14-year-old remained 
hospitalized in Raleigh almost two weeks after being thrown from "The Vortex." Two others were 
treated and released.  The ride is owned by Macaroni's family business, Family Attractions Amusement 
Co. of Valdosta, Ga. A company spokeswoman said Macaroni is represented by attorney Dan Boyce, 
who did not return telephone calls and emails. 

 

Dec. 13, 2013   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

With Christmas and New Year's Eve around the corner, law enforcement agencies across South Carolina 
want to urge everyone not to drink and drive.  Troopers with the South Carolina Highway Patrol said the 
holidays are one of the most dangerous times of the year because of an increase in drunken drivers.  
And troopers want to warn everyone that they will send drivers to jail it they are caught drinking and 
driving.  Troopers are asking everyone to do their part to stop drunken driving by calling *HP if you see a 
drunken driver or by taking the keys from someone who has been drinking.  "They were running 
alongside the road, doing what they were supposed to be doing, and an impaired driver came in behind 
them, hit them and put four of the boys in the hospital," said Terry Taylor.  Taylor knows all too well the 
pain and suffering drunken drivers can cause. His son Zachary was hit by one back in 2000, along with 
three other members of the Wade Hampton High School track team who were out running. All of the 
boys were severely injured but survived.  Now Taylor works with Mothers Against Drunk Driving to keep 
accidents like his son's from happening.  "This time of year especially, it's one of the most deadly times 
of the year. There's more traffic, and there's more people drinking and driving," Taylor said.  Troopers 
agree with Taylor. They've kicked off Sober or Slammer, a promise to drunken drivers that if they get 
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behind the wheel, their next stop is jail.  "As we speak, people are attending holiday parties and 
business parties and luncheons, and in addition to the holiday cheer, we know that one common theme 
is present - and that is alcohol," said Capt. Michael Warren.  Warren said the Sober or Slammer 
campaign and other anti-drunken driving efforts have been effective. He said in 2012, 27,000 people 
were arrested on driving under the influence charges, and so far, 104 fewer people have died on South 
Carolina roads this year compared to last.  But Warren said he wants the number of fatalities to be zero, 
and so does Taylor.   "Drunk driving is a conscious choice. The car becomes a weapon when you are 
impaired and don't have control of your judgment," Taylor said.  Troopers said they will have extra 
officers on the roads and will be strategically placed to catch impaired drivers. 

 

Dec. 16, 2013 

When consumers wash their hands or brush their teeth, they may be using an ingredient called 
triclosan.  "Now, I try not to use those," Lia Youngblood said.  She said she's read about triclosan before. 
The ingredient is found on the back of labels of many antibacterial products and some researchers say it 
kills germs. It can be found in Dial Antibacterial Soap, Colgate Total Breeze, CVS Antibacterial Soap and 
other products.   "We need to know what we're buying when we buy it," Youngblood said as she looked 
at the labels in a store in Greenville County. "I think most people do think that's a benefit and that's 
something they're getting cleaner hands."  However, researchers with the Federal Drug Administration 
say companies that sell antibacterial soaps and cleaners need to prove their products work. On Monday, 
administrators with the FDA proposed if companies can't prove antibacterial soaps work then 
companies should change their labels.   "It should be proven that it does work better in order for them 
to justify the price," one customer said.   Administrators with the FDA say customers do pay more for 
antibacterial soaps because companies market them as germ-killing agents. They say consumers use the 
products because they believe they will prevent them from getting sick.   "I do use some of those, but it 
seems like that's all there is really on the market," the customer said.   Some researchers also say 
triclosan could cause problems with hormone levels and allergies.   "The old-fashioned way - soap and 
water are still the best," Dr. Emmanuel Sarmiento said.  He's an allergist with the Allergic Disease & 
Asthma Center in Greenville County. He says triclosan doesn't cause allergies, but studies show there's a 
possible link.   "That maybe overuse of this anti-microbial agents could kill the beneficial as well as the 
bad bacteria that may affect your immune system," Sarmiento said.   And that's why Youngblood says 
she's washing her hands of antibacterial products for good.   Executives with the American Cleaning 
Institute say the disagree with the FDA and have proven over the years antibacterial soaps are effective. 
However, administrators with the FDA say so far, triclosan has only been proven to be effective when 
used in toothpaste to fight gingivitis. The FDA is giving companies until December 2014 to provide more 
information about their products. Administrators say then they'll decide if labels will or will not be 
changed and will finalize rules by September 2016. 
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Dec. 17, 2013    

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
A California woman believes a hospital is trying to cover up what happened to her daughter, after the 
13-year-old girl became brain dead after complications with a tonsillectomy.   "[I need to go] Make sure 
that they not trying to go in her room and do anything to her," Nailah Winkfield said, shortly before 
returning to the bedside of her 13-year-old daughter, Jahi McMath.  Winkfield said Jahi went to 
Children's Hospital last Monday to have her tonsils removed, but there were complications. After the 
surgery, her daughter suffered a heart attack.   Medical staff revived her, but doctors say she is now 
brain dead.   "No one called the doctor until it was too late. That's the problem. My daughter drowned 
on her own blood, and now I know it's Monday morning; it's business time and everybody's trying to 
cover it up. But you can't cover it up, because God is going to help me find out the truth," Winkfield 
said.   The teen's family is demanding answers, claiming the hospital is pressuring them to remove Jahi 
from life support.   "And I'm still going to fight to keep her on, but they are just not compassionate. My 
daughter is a bed space. They need to get her out of there, so they can move the next person's child in 
there and kill them, too," Winkfield said.   In a written statement released Monday, the chief of 
pediatrics says, "we are reviewing her case very closely…our hearts go out to her family and we want to 
support them during this extremely difficult time."   Winkfield says her family continues to pray, hoping 
for a miracle, but news station KGO says the family will take Jahi off life support on Tuesday.  
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PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
FOURTH QUARTER 2013 

 
Problem/Need: JOBS/ECONOMY/GROWTH 
 
Public Service Announcements Aired: 

National Guard 

 
 

 
 

Oct.  2, 2013 
 

North Carolina's unemployment rate  remained unchanged in June, staying at 8.8 percent.  But state 
Department of Commerce figures show that employers  in North Carolina dropped nearly 11,000 jobs 
from May to June.  The state's unemployment rate had dropped for four straight months after slow 
improvement in the economy.  The national unemployment rate had also remained unchanged at 7.6 
percent.  The number of people employed in North Carolina has increased by more than 29,000 in the 
past year, but there are still nearly 417,000 listed as unemployed. 

 

Oct. 8, 2013 

 

Community leaders and advocates for the unemployed are calling on Gov. Pat McCrory to live for one 
week on the maximum employment benefit of $350 weekly that lawmakers are considering.  Challenge 
sponsor Action NC will hold a news conference Monday in Raleigh. Action NC policy director Kevin 
Rogers says McCrory doesn't understand what it's like to live on so little money.  A House committee 
will consider decreasing the maximum unemployment benefit by about a third, from about $535 weekly 
to $350.  Rep. Julia Howard says the proposal would take effect in July. The starting date is important 
because the federal law averting the fiscal cliff this month gave states federally paid emergency benefits 
for another year if benefit rules were not changed. 

 

 

Oct. 18, 2013 
 

Internet photo company  Shutterfly is moving its Charlotte, N.C., manufacturing facility to Fort Mill.  
Gov. Nikki Haley says the new operation will have 600 workers.  The Herald of Rock Hill reports that a 
resolution passed by the York County Council this week says Shutterfly will employ about 410 full-time 
workers for the project worth $60 million. The rest of the positions will be part-time and temporary 
holiday  work.  Shutterfly is getting $700,000 from the state for infrastructure improvements. The 
company is moving into an existing building.  Shutterfly moved to Charlotte in 2006, receiving $250,000 
in incentives from North Carolina. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22884012/nc-unemployment-rate-for-june-due-for-release
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22884012/nc-unemployment-rate-for-june-due-for-release
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/19598970/shutterfly-moving-facility-600-jobs-from-nc-to-sc
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/19598970/shutterfly-moving-facility-600-jobs-from-nc-to-sc
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Oct. 24, 2013 
 

South Carolina's unemployment agency wants to charge anyone who fraudulently receives 
unemployment benefits  a 25 percent penalty, in addition to paying the money back.  Department of 
Employment  and Workforce officials asked a Senate panel Wednesday for legislation that mandates a 
penalty higher than federal law requires.  Agency attorney Maura Dawson says Congress has required 
states to pass by October a law setting at least a 15 percent penalty. She says her agency would use the 
additional money for technology updates and to investigate and prosecute cases of unemployment 
fraud.  According to the agency, it recouped $9.2 million in overpayments between January and May of 
last year.  The federal labor department says 4 percent of South Carolina's payments were due to fraud 
in 2012, down from 7 percent in 2011. 

 
 
 
Oct. 28, 2013 
 

The North Carolina Department of Commerce is launching a website it says will help employers and 
people looking for a job.  The site at www.ncworks.gov will pull jobs from thousands of websites and 
can send text and email alerts to people when new jobs matching their skills are posted  For employers, 
the site will provide real-time labor market information that the agency says will help them make 
competitive offers to the most talented people.  The agency says the new website will save the state $2 
million a year as it consolidates eight different information systems into one. 

 

Oct. 20, 2013 

Two Mexican restaurants in the Upstate are paying nearly $75,000 in back wages to 13 employees .  
The payments by El Jimador Mexican Restaurants in Clemson and Westminster come after a federal 
investigation.  The U.S. Labor Department says the restaurants violated the Fair Labor Standards Act's 
overtime, minimum wage and record-keeping rules.  Michelle Garvey with the Labor Department 
office  in Columbia says workers at the restaurants often averaged 60 hours a week, earning less than 
minimum wage and getting no overtime.  The agency says the restaurant admitted to violations by 
taking deductions from workers' paychecks to pay for uniforms, along with failing to pay overtime and a 
failure to keep required records. 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21021033/sc-unemployment-agency-wants-to-charge-penalty
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21021033/sc-unemployment-agency-wants-to-charge-penalty
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23054933/2-upstate-restaurants-to-pay-back-wages-to-workers
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23054933/2-upstate-restaurants-to-pay-back-wages-to-workers
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Nov. 8, 2013 

The North Carolina Department of Commerce is launching a website it says will help employers  and 
people looking for a job.  The site at www.ncworks.gov will pull jobs from thousands of websites and 
can send text and email alerts to people when new jobs  matching their skills are posted  For 
employers, the site will provide real-time labor market information that the agency says will help them 
make competitive offers to the most talented people.  The agency says the new website will save the 
state $2 million a year as it consolidates eight different information systems into one. 

 

 

Nov. 16, 2013 

South Carolina's unemployment rate  has gone down by one half of a percentage point while North 
Carolina's rate decreased a fraction.  The South Carolina Department of Employment  and Workforce 
said Friday that the state's jobless rate was 9.1 percent in September.  That's down from August, when 
state unemployment was 9.6 percent. Nationally, unemployment was 7.8 percent in September, the 
lowest level since January 2009.  Agency officials say that the number of unemployed people in South 
Carolina dropped by nearly 11,000 over the past month.  Earlier this month, the jobless benefits agency 
announced it was implementing layoffs of its own. Department officials said the cuts were necessary 
after the elimination of federal funding for emergency compensation and extended benefits programs.  
The agency says the cuts will not affect anyone receiving benefits.  North Carolina's unemployment rate 
decreased a fraction in September to 9.6%, dipping back after a similar rise the previous month.   The 
state Commerce Department released the data Friday, the last look before Election Day into the state's 
unemployment rate's direction.  The number of people employed increased by nearly 30,000 in 
September to 4.2 million. About 62,000 more are drawing paychecks than this time last year when the 
state unemployment rate was 10.7%.  The number of people unemployed fell by 3,500 to less than 
450,000. 

 

Nov. 18, 2013 

The North Carolina Department of Commerce is launching a website it says will help employers and 
people looking for a job.  The site at www.ncworks.gov will pull jobs from thousands of websites and 
can send text and email alerts to people when new jobs matching their skills are postedFor employers, 
the site will provide real-time labor market information that the agency says will help them make 
competitive offers to the most talented people.  The agency says the new website will save  the state 
$2 million a year as it consolidates eight different information systems into one. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23056423/ncs-new-jobs-website-for-workers-employers
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23056423/ncs-new-jobs-website-for-workers-employers
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/19862890/sc-unemployment-falls-to-91-percent-in-september
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/19862890/sc-unemployment-falls-to-91-percent-in-september
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23056423/ncs-new-jobs-website-for-workers-employers
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Nov. 22, 2013 

A Connecticut gun manufacturer is moving to South Carolina after Connecticut state lawmakers passed 
stricter gun control laws after the Sandy Hook School shootings.  The Sun News of Myrtle Beach reports 
PTR Industries will make the formal announcement next week at a ribbon-cutting to be attended by 
Gov. Nikki Haley.  Horry County Council Chairman Mark Lazarus says he's excited about the 
development. The county council has approved a resolution setting out the terms of the company's 
move.  PTR's chief executive officer, Josh Fiorini, says the plant will employ 140 people, many of whom 
will relocate from Connecticut. The move will take place over three years.  The company said it has been 
contacted by 41 states and selected South Carolina from six finalists.  Copyright 2013 The Associated 
Press. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

Dec. 5, 2013 
 

ZF Transmissions Gray Court is holding a job fair in Simpsonville Thursday to fill more than 200 positions 
available.   With the help of HTI, interested candidates can apply and may get the chance to interview 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thursday. The job fair is being held at Brookwood Church, which is located at 
580 Brookwood Point Place.  ZF is hiring to help meet production demand at their new facility for the 
following direct-hire jobs : assembly (Temporary), CNC machinists, maintenance technicians, quality 
technicians, heat treat operators, metallurgy quality technicians, CCM quality technicians and SPC 
technicians.  "Our facility was originally set to staff some 1,200 employees to support the production of 
the 8-speed and 9-speed transmissions. That number has increased, and we expect to be at 2,200 by 
the end of 2014 and will be manufacturing over 800,000 transmissions," said Marisa Middaugh, human 
resources process manager for ZF Transmissions Gray Court.  If candidates cannot attend Thursday's 
hiring event, they can email  their resumes to ZFTGreenville@htijobs.com and find more info online at 
htijobs.com/zf. 

 

Dec. 12, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                 
Boeing is shifting hundreds of jobs  to Alabama, Missouri and South Carolina as it restructures its 
research and technology operations.  The Chicago-based aerospace company  said Thursday that it will 
decrease its research operations in Washington state and California as part of the change.  The 
announcement comes as those same states, and several others, compete to assemble Boeing's 777X 
passenger plane.  Boeing spokesman Daryl Stephenson says the restructuring of research operations is 
unrelated to the new airplane and was in the works long beforehand.  The company is adding 300-400 
employees each in Alabama, Missouri and South Carolina. Research jobs are declining by 800-1,200 in 
Washington and by 200-300 in California. 

 

 

http://bit.ly/12aWsIr
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24141589/simpsonville-job-fair-hopes-to-fill-more-than-200-openings
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24141589/simpsonville-job-fair-hopes-to-fill-more-than-200-openings
http://htijobs.com/zf
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24207777/boeing-to-shift-research-jobs-to-south-midwest
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24207777/boeing-to-shift-research-jobs-to-south-midwest


  

 18 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 19 

PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 
FOURTH QUARTER 2013 

 
Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 
 
Description: 
Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 

Public Service Announcements Aired: 

Health & Human Services PSA 
 

 
 

Oct. 3, 2013                                                                                                                                                                           

Rowan County commissioners have obeyed a court order and did not pray in public at their latest 
meeting.  Instead, they went behind closed doors for prayer before the meeting Monday.  A federal 
judge issued an injunction last month that blocked commissioners from offering prayers specific to one 
religion at their meetings.  Commission Chairman Jim Sides says the panel disagrees with the court 
order. But Sides says the commission will comply with the order while the U.S. Supreme Court hears a 
similar prayer case.  The American Civil Liberates Union had sued in March on behalf of three Rowan 
County residents who complained that commissioners were alienating members of the community by 
opening their meeting with a prayer for one specific religion. 

 

Oct. 10, 2013   

A proposed ordinance regarding proper animal care, including tethering and the number of dogs that 
can be legally owned, was discussed at Monday's Anderson City Council meeting.  The amended bill was 
the fourth item of new business on Monday's agenda. According to the proposed ordinance, there 
would be several requirements for animal ownership affecting city residents who are not permitted as 
kennels or residential agriculture.  One of those changes states that no more than four older than 4 
months could be kept at any location other than, "A licensed kennel facility or on properties zoned 
Residential Agriculture."  The amendment goes on to state that anyone who has more than four dogs at 
the time of bill's passing will have six months to comply with the terms.  The proposed bill also includes 
requirements for animal owners to properly take care of their pets including clean, fresh water; proper 
shelter, protection form weather, etc. along with tethering restrictions.  The ordinance bans tethering 
unless all of the following requirements are met: "The animal must be over the age of 6 months."  "The 
animal is in visual range of the responsible party and the responsible party is located outside with the 



  

 20 

animal." "The animal is not tethered more than two hours in any continuous 12-hour period. "The 
tether is connected to the animal with a buckle type collar or a body harness made of nylon or leather 
not less than one inch in width and is one inch greater in diameter than the animal's neck or torso."  
"The tether has the following properties: A minimum 12-foot length; a swivel type termination at both 
ends; is not made of chain,; total weight does not exceed ten percent of the animal's bodyweight; and is 
fabricated of a material that prevents tangles."  "The animal is not outside during extreme weather 
including, but not limited to, extreme heat, temperatures below 36 degrees Fahrenheit, snow, hail, 
tornadoes, thunderstorms, tropical storms or hurricanes."  "The animal is tethered so as to prevent 
injury, strangulation, or entanglement.  "The animal has access to water, food and shelter."  "The animal 
is not tethered where any object may interfere or impede free movement of the tether."  "The animal is 
not sick or injured."  "The animal is not tethered in such proximity to any other tethered animal that 
would allow entanglement."  "The animal is not tethered on any property with an unoccupied dwelling 
to include, but not limited to, abandoned or condemned buildings."  "Any pulley, running line or trolley 
system to which a tether is attached shall be no less than fifteen feet in length and no more than seven 
feet above ground."  The proposal would amend Section 18-49 of the current Anderson City Code 
regarding animal care.  The council took up a first reading of this ordinance during Monday's meeting 
and voted to take some of the proposals to the Public Safety Committee for further discussion.  

 

Oct. 15, 2013   

A power outage at the Raleigh headquarters of the N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles has disrupted the 
agency's services.  DMV spokeswoman Marge Howell said Thursday the electricity went out at the 
building on New Bern Avenue shortly after 11 a.m.  Computer systems used to conduct DMV services at 
locations statewide have been affected, though Howell said license bureaus could still provide many 
basic services. Customers are being urged to call their local DMV office before they visit to ensure their 
needs can be met.  Howell said it was not immediately clear what caused the outage. Work to restore 
the agency's power supply is expected to last through Thursday night. 

 

Oct. 21, 2013 

Republicans will lay out their alternative to expanding Medicaid eligibility under the federal health care 
law.  Republicans plan to detail their plan during Thursday's Ways and Means Committee meeting. 
Members are wrapping up work on their 2013-14 spending plan before sending it to the House floor.  
Gov. Nikki Haley opposes expanding eligibility of the government health care program to more poor 
adults. She says the state can't afford the eventual cost  of covering hundreds of thousands of 
additional people.  Democrats point out it won't cost the state anything for three years.  Haley praises 
the House GOP plan as targeting hotspots of poor health. It follows initiatives by Medicaid director Tony 
Keck. Those include reimbursing rural hospitals 100 percent of their costs for treating patients without 
health care. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21298657/sc-house-gop-to-detail-its-health-care-alternative
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Oct. 28, 2013 

In a fight to protect animals, supporters of stronger anti-tethering laws want to oust half of 
Hendersonville's City Council.   The group of animal rights activists said the city council did a little bit to 
help chained dogs, but not enough, and now they're on a mission to elect new leadership, including the 
mayor.  Pictures of dogs, tied to heavy chains, surrounded by garbage is how a new web site, 
www.offthechainnc.org, hopes to win support for anti-tethering laws.   It's a sight the organizers, 
Theresa Kisielewski and Valerie Lamoreux, said they often see when they're making rounds in the city 
feeding dogs, laying extra straw and asking folks to build fences for them.   They said the ordinance 
passed by Hendersonville council members in 2011 requires adequate food, water, medical attention 
and shelter, but they claim that it's rarely enforced.   "The police are frustrated themselves because 
they have to do what is within the law. [One officer] said, ‘I'm sorry but there's nothing I can do unless 
that dog is dead on the chain pretty much or clearly famished,'" said Kisielewski.  Lamoreux said not 
having a stronger law, "Enables people to acquire dogs very easily, because you don't have to put any 
care or forethought into it, you don't have to worry about a fence, you don't have to worry about spay 
neuter or vet care, you can just chain them up."  The two said they feel like they're on their own and 
hope their support can rally candidates who will run for office and support their cause.   
Hendersonville's Mayor, Barbara Volk, said the activists have the right to try to rally new candidates 
against her and the other two council members up for re-election this fall.   Mayor Pro Tem, Jeff Collis 
said that this week, the Hendersonville Police Department came out with some numbers for calls about 
dog tethering since the ordinance was passed. He said there wasn't much of a difference, that there 
were only 18 calls about chained up dogs.   Collis said the ordinance they passed was something they 
could do, feasibly at the time, with the resources they had in the city. He said what the activists want 
would require many more officers, which the city itself can't support.   He said something like Asheville's 
anti-chaining law could work, but it started with active participation and widespread community 
support.  Greenville passed an anti-tethering law in 2012, which limits tethering to dogs older than 6 
months old, for not more than two hours in a 12 hour period. It doesn't allow tethering in bad weather, 
and regulates the size of the tether.   The town of Greer has an ordinance, and Anderson County is 
doing research and discussing an ordinance. 

 

Nov. 7, 2013 

The assistant police chief in Simpsonville has resigned following her recent suspension while the fire 
chief is back at work, according to city officials.  Interim Police Chief Steve Moore said Colleen O'Neil has 
resigned. She was previously suspended indefinitely along with Fire Chief Wesley Williams, City 
Administrator Russell Hawes said on Monday.   Lavada Galloway, the city of Simpsonville's human 
resources director, said Williams returned to work Wednesday.  Hawes would not comment as to why 
the two were suspended, saying he could not comment on personnel matters. However, in a grievance 
filed by fired Police Chief Keith Grounsell, Grounsell alleged a "romantic relationship" between Williams 
and O'Neil, which he wrote violated a number of department policies. Grounsell said that when he 
reported the relationship to Hawes, the city administrator turned on him.  Following an executive 
session at Tuesday's Simpsonville City Council meeting, the council voted 5-2 to rescind the suspension 
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of two employees, who were not named.   Moore said an interim officer will handle O'Neil's duties, but 
the title will not be assistant chief.  Both O'Neil and Williams declined to comment. 

 

Nov. 12, 2013 

The Anderson County Council will vote on a secret project Tuesday aimed at creating jobs in the county.  
Burris Nelson, economic  development director for the county, said "Project EMB" is on the council's 
agenda.  Nelson said the project refers to a company that deals primarily with metal working, and would 
represent 146 jobs and a $5.8 million investment . He said it would be the first time the company 
would expand outside its home state. Nelson said the average pay for the jobs is $16 per hour. 

 

Nov. 19, 2013 

A panel led by two former attorneys general has released 23 recommendations on how to overhaul 
South Carolina's ethics laws.  The suggestions include requiring public officials to disclose more of their 
income , increasing penalties for violating ethics laws, and providing public documents more quickly 
and cheaply. The group also believes criminal allegations against public officials should be investigated 
by a new Public Integrity Unit.  Former attorneys general Henry McMaster and Travis Medlock co-
chaired the committee that Gov. Nikki Haley created in October.  McMaster says the reforms are vital 
for the public to have confidence in their government.  The panel is one of several such study 
committees. The House  Republican and Democratic caucuses each have one, as do senators. 
Lawmakers of both parties say ethics reform is a priority this year. 

 

Nov. 22, 2013 

Crowds packed out another Simpsonville City Council meeting Tuesday night, with many attendees 
there to show support for the former police chief.  People braved the cold wearing shirts and carrying 
signs outside City Hall and inside City Council chambers, in support of former Simpsonville Police Chief 
Keith Grounsell.  "You wanted a yes man and I am glad you didn't get it," said Simpsonville resident 
Linda Ward.  "We are the butt of every joke in Greenville County," said another resident Jack Barrett.  
"The misinformation is something that has incited the citizens," Grounsell said himself.  Grounsell was 
fired Dec. 28 in a 5-to-2 vote by City Council. But since then, council members haven't publicly said what 
prompted the firing.   Mayor Perry Eichor was visibly exasperated by all the comments, and while he 
said the council members would like to respond, they legally can't.  "They have their right to their 
opinion," said Eichor, referring to the supporters. "The five of us, and I think the seven of us, know what 
the facts are involved in this situation."  SLIDESHOW: Supporters rally at city council meeting  
Councilwoman Sylvia Lockaby was one of two council members that voted against Grounsell's firing, and 
held up signs during the meeting.  In the crowd, there were also supporters for city leaders.  "I hope I 
get the chance to meet more amazing people and be inspired by their vision of the city of Simpsonville 
that I am so proud to live in," said resident Stephanie Kelly.  After the meeting, discussions got heated 
between council members and the crowd.   Even Grounsell himself stepped in, asking Councilman 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21847784/anderson-co-council-to-vote-on-58m-investment
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21847784/anderson-co-council-to-vote-on-58m-investment
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/20746593/ethics-panel-created-by-gov-haley-releases-report
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/20746593/ethics-panel-created-by-gov-haley-releases-report
http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=70697
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George Curtis to, "Tell everyone what I've done. Please tell us what I've done wrong."  "I'll be glad to get 
down to the details of exactly what you've done," Curtis responded.  The city said that won't come 
without Grounsell signing a release - something Grounsell said he's willing to sign.  "I just want them to 
tell the truth and the truth will come out in the end," said Grounsell. 

 

 
 

Dec. 13, 2013 
 

Spartanburg State Sen. Lee Bright says he has at least $1.4 million in debt related to a failed trucking 
business .  The Republican seeking to challenge U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham in next year's primary says he 
is personally responsible for about $500,000 of the debt.  The State newspaper reported that Bright 
reported his debt and earnings on a personal finance  disclosure that he filed with the U.S. Senate this 
week.  Bright is one of four GOP challenges for Graham, all of whom say Graham is not conservative 
enough.  The other candidates are Easley businessman Richard Cash, Orangeburg attorney Bill Connor 
and Charleston public relations executive Nancy Mace.  Bright says the failure of his trucking business 
prompted him to run for the Senate. He says federal policies caused his business failure. 

 

Dec. 13, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                     
A comprehensive defense policy bill that aims to deal with the epidemic of sexual assault in the military 
is heading to the Senate, where it could get slowed by Republican outrage over majority Democrats' 
limits on GOP power.  The House overwhelmingly passed the legislation, 350-69, on Thursday night, the 
last roll call vote before the House adjourned for the year. The strong bipartisan vote puts pressure on 
the Senate to back the legislation without changes even though Senate Republicans are furious with 
their inability to offer any amendments to the massive bill.  Reflecting the drawdown in Afghanistan and 
reduced defense spending, the bill would authorize $552.1 billion for the regular budget, plus $80.7 
billion for conflicts overseas in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1. It represented a compromise worked 
out by the top Republicans and Democrats on the House and Senate Armed Services committees after a 
similar bill stalled in the Senate just before Thanksgiving.  The bill would provide a 1 percent salary 
increase for military personnel, keep construction going on bases and an aircraft carrier in Virginia, pay 
for the destruction of chemical weapons in Syria and cover combat pay for war-fighters. The question is 
whether Senate Republicans would scuttle the popular bill days before Christmas at a potential political 
cost to incumbents facing primary challengers.  "To not pass this is to jeopardize our national security 
and not support our troops," said Rep. Adam Smith of Washington state, the top Democrat on the 
House Armed Services Committee.  House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, said in a statement that the 
bill "provides our troops with the tools, resources and authorities they need to keep America safe."  
Congress has passed the National Defense Authorization Act every year since the Kennedy 
administration. Senate Republicans, including Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., are angry over 
tactics by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., accusing him of tyranny for changing the rules last 
month to reduce their power over nominations and denying them the opportunity to offer 
amendments on the defense bill.  The bitterness was evident in Sen. Rand Paul's words on the Senate 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24212784/report-bright-has-14-million-debt-from-business
http://bit.ly/1guTwmU
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24212784/report-bright-has-14-million-debt-from-business
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floor.  "We have no more rules, and we have no more comity. We have no more compromise," the 
Kentucky Republican said. "What we have is poison, poison that's been given to us by people who have 
no concern for the rules."  Senate Republicans could block the defense bill, challenging the notion of 
rushing through a massive bill without any amendments and force Reid to secure 60 votes to move 
ahead.  Senior military leaders, including Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, have written to congressional leaders, pleading with them to approve the bill.  The legislation 
includes nearly two dozen provisions addressing the epidemic of sexual assault in the military. The 
Pentagon has estimated that 26,000 members of the military may have been sexually assaulted last 
year, though thousands were afraid to come forward for fear of inaction or retribution.  The bill would 
strip military commanders of their ability to overturn jury convictions, require a civilian review if a 
commander declines to prosecute a case and require that any individual convicted of sexual assault face 
a dishonorable discharge or dismissal. The bill also would provide victims with legal counsel, eliminate 
the statute of limitations for courts-martial in rape and sexual assault cases and criminalize retaliation 
against victims who report a sexual assault.  The compromise adds another provision with strong 
bipartisan support that would change the military's Article 32 proceedings to limit intrusive questioning 
of victims, making it more similar to a grand jury.  Outraged by several high-profile cases, Republicans 
and Democrats in the House and Senate united behind efforts to stop sexual assaults. Reps. Mike 
Turner, R-Ohio, and Niki Tsongas, D-Mass., seized the lead in the House, while the record number of 
women on the Senate Armed Services Committee - seven of the panel's 26 senators - shepherded 
changes in the Senate.  Tsongas said the latest changes were only one step, as each year Congress 
discovers another shortcoming in the rules.  "There is no single bullet," she said in an interview. "This is 
multifaceted in its challenge and is going to require many, many efforts to deal with those facets."  The 
legislation does not include a contentious proposal from Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., to give victims 
of rape and sexual assault in the military an independent route outside the chain of command for 
prosecuting attackers, taking the authority away from commanders.  Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon, R-
Calif., chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, said the measure provides "badly needed 
reforms to help alleviate the crisis of sexual assault in the military."  Among other provisions, the bill 
would bar transfers of terror suspects at the U.S. detention center at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the 
facilities in the U.S., an extension of current law. But it would give the Obama administration a bit more 
flexibility in sending suspects to foreign countries. 

 

Dec. 17, 2013   

President Barack Obama is meeting Tuesday with executives from leading technology companies , 
including Google, Twitter and Apple.  The White House says the meeting will focus  on efforts to repair 
the Obama administration's HealthCare.gov website and reform government information technology.  
The National Security Agency's surveillance programs are also on the agenda.  A number of the 
companies attending, including Yahoo, Microsoft and Facebook, are urging Obama to curb surveillance 
programs after the extent of the information the U.S. collects through their systems was revealed. 
Several companies are introducing more encryption technology to shield users' data from government 
spies and other prying eyes.  CEOs from Netflix, Comcast, LinkedIn, Etsy and AT&T will also join 
Tuesday's session. 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24238150/obama-to-meet-with-tech-ceos-amid-nsa-concerns
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24238150/obama-to-meet-with-tech-ceos-amid-nsa-concerns
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Dec. 17, 2013    
 

Several conservative Senate Republicans have swung behind a bipartisan budget  bill, apparently giving 
it enough momentum to win a pivotal test in the Senate over the passive resistance of top GOP leaders.  
It'll take at least five Republicans to advance the measure over a filibuster threshold demanded by GOP 
leaders. Announcements Monday by Republican Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah and Georgia Sens. Johnny 
Isakson and Saxby Chambliss, as well as a strong hint by Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D., that they would back 
that step appeared to seal enough GOP support to advance the measure. Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., 
whose home-state GOP colleague, House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, was a top negotiator 
on the bill, swung behind it Sunday.  Others, like Arizona Republicans John McCain and Jeff Flake, said 
last week they would help advance the bill.  The measure would ease some of the harshest cuts to 
agency budgets required under automatic spending curbs commonly known as sequestration. It would 
replace $45 billion in scheduled cuts for the 2014 budget year already under way, lifting agency budgets 
to a little more than $1 trillion, and essentially freeze spending at those levels for 2015. It substitutes 
other spending cuts and new fees to replace the automatic cuts and devotes a modest $23 billion to 
reducing the deficit over the coming decade.  Taken together, the announcements appeared to cement 
the budget bill's advancement Tuesday, with a vote to send the House-passed measure to President 
Barack Obama no later than Wednesday.  "Sometimes the answer has to be yes," Hatch said. "The 
reality is that Republicans only control one-half of one-third of government. Ultimately, this agreement 
upholds the principles conservatives stand for and, with Democrats controlling the White House and the 
Senate, it is the best we could hope for."  Most Senate Republicans are going to oppose the legislation 
despite the sweeping support it enjoyed from the GOP when it breezed through the House last week. 
But the top Senate Republican, Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, is widely expected to 
oppose the measure, though he has yet to reveal his position.  In an episode that illustrates the 
dilemma facing top GOP leaders, who are trying to burnish their conservative credentials as they face 
tea party-backed challengers, the Senate's No. 2 Republican, John Cornyn of Texas, announced his 
opposition Monday morning on his campaign's website - a step his Senate office was unwilling to take. 
It was later deleted after reporters from The Associated Press asked for confirmation of a Cornyn quote 
that appeared on the conservative Internet site Breitbart.com.  "Senator Cornyn opposes this budget 
deal because it breaks previously set spending caps and goes in the 'wrong direction' with regards to 
entitlement spending," according to the post. His Senate spokeswoman, Kate Martin, would only say 
that Cornyn would take "a close look" at the measure and is "concerned" that it reverses some of the 
spending cuts won in a hard-fought 2011 budget pact.  The silence of GOP leaders was taken by 
Democrats and Republicans alike that McConnell and Cornyn were in the "vote 'no,' hope 'yes'" camp. 
That's a derogatory term sometime employed by conservative critics who blast Republicans for voting a 
tea party line when it's clear they actually prefer an opposite result.  "It's a safe bet, pretty safe bet, 
McConnell will not let this go down," a senior Senate Democrat, Chuck Schumer of New York, said 
Monday on MSNBC's "Morning Joe." ''I'm sure the Republican leadership, I would bet, is not going to 
risk another government shutdown. The vote in the House made that certain."  Nobody is claiming the 
pact worked out between the high-profile Ryan, the Republican Party's vice presidential nominee last 
year, and Washington state Sen. Patty Murray, a Democratic loyalist over her 21-year Senate career, is 
perfect. It eases $63 billion in scheduled spending cuts over the next two years and replaces them with 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24237161/several-gop-senators-to-back-a-vote-on-budget-bill
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longer-term savings measured over 10 years, many of which don't accumulate until 2022-23. Deficits 
would increase by $23.2 billion in 2014 and by $18.2 billion the year after that.  But the deal would put 
a dysfunctional Washington on track to prevent unappealingly tough cuts to military readiness and 
weapons, as well as continued cuts to programs cherished by Democrats and Republicans alike, 
including health research, school aid, FBI salaries and border security. The cuts would be replaced with 
money from, among other things, higher airline security fees, curbs on the pension benefits of new 
federal workers or working-age military retirees, and premium increases on companies whose pension 
plans are insured by the federal government. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
FOURTH QUARTER 2013 

 
Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 

Public Service Announcements Aired: 

Energy Efficiency, Clean Water, Forests/Arbor Day Foundation, Discover Nature, Wildfire Prevention, 

Trust for Public Land 
 
 

Oct. 15, 2013 

The governors of Tennessee and North Carolina are working together  to reopen the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park for five days during the busy fall tourism season.  Like other national parks, the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park has been closed because of the partial federal government  
shutdown.  Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam said Tuesday that his state has sent more than $300,000 to the 
National Park Service to open the park, which straddles the border of North Carolina and Tennessee. 
North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory said his state will contribute $75,000 to keep the park open 
Wednesday through Sunday.  The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is the country's most visited 
national park with 9.6 million visitors in 2012. 

Oct. 28, 2013 

If you haven't heard of Rasberry crazy ants yet, you will. They're coming to a backyard near you. By the 
trillions.  A single trail of the invasive South American ants first turned up near Houston, TX, in 2002. 
Within a year, there were hundreds of millions of them on the same site.  The invaders from South 
America have spread to 24 Texas counties, and there are more than 1,000 infestations in Harris County, 
where they vastly outnumber the 4.1 million people who live there. They have been confirmed in 
Mississippi, Louisiana and Florida and have almost certainly gained a foothold in neighboring Gulf Coast 
states.   They are called "crazy" because of their quick, random movements.  They reproduce in mind-
boggling numbers, drive off or kill insects and animals on land they occupy. They can also short out 
appliances, drive homeowners to distraction and even shut down a chemical plant by fouling computer 
equipment.  "If you go to a rural area they've taken over, it's silent. What you hear is nothing, no 
grasshoppers, no birds, nothing but the wind going through the leaves," said Tom Rasberry, the 
Pearland, TX, exterminator who discovered that first colony in 2002.   It earned him the dubious honor 
of having the pests named for him. They are also known as the tawny crazy ant because of their light-
brown coloration.   For humans, home infestation creates a miserable situation. Grandma can't watch 
TV without ants crawling on her legs, as Rasberry put it. Whole neighborhoods in Houston have been 
overtaken, he said.  "I've been into homes where you couldn't drop a dime on the floor without hitting 
three or four ants," he said. "I've seen 55-gallon drums full of them, nothing but dead ants. I've seen 18-
inch-wide trails going up trees after honey bees."  Highly adaptable; hard to kill  There are other similar 
species in North America, but the tawny crazy ant is the one that gives experts nightmares. They are 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23699958/great-smoky-mountains-park-to-reopen-for-5-days
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23699958/great-smoky-mountains-park-to-reopen-for-5-days
http://www.rasberrycrazyants.com/
http://www.rasberrycrazyants.com/
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tiny – less than 1/8 of an inch long. They don't sting, but that's as good as the news gets.  You don't 
exterminate the invaders so much as contain them, Rasberry said. Treatment is expensive and requires 
repeated applications that can cost thousands of dollars a year, far too expensive for many who have 
been affected.   Every single home in a neighborhood has to be treated, or the ants will be back in a 
matter of days, Rasberry said.  They are tropical insects, so they die off in the winter. But when spring 
comes, they repopulate quickly, doubling or tripling their numbers every two weeks, he said.   They've 
been discovered in North Texas, where the winters can be quite cold. Rasberry said he's seeing more 
and more instances of the ants migrating indoors where it's warm when the weather turns cold, an 
adaptation he seldom saw a few years ago.  Commercially available pesticides - sprays and powders you 
buy at retail stores - don't work well. Crazy ants don't eat the baited poisons that can control fire ants, 
another Deep South nemesis the crazy ants are steadily killing off. It costs a few billion dollars a year to 
control fire ants, and that's a drop in the bucket compared to what it could cost to contain the new 
ants.  Raspberry said in dollars and cents terms, if research isn't stepped up and if the spread continues, 
controlling crazy ants "is going to make fire ants look like Christmas.  "I've been screaming about this for 
10 years but the right people aren't listening," he said. He foresees a related crisis that could be as bad 
as the ant infestation.  If a homeowner tries to treat his own property, he'll probably buy a commercial 
product. It won't work. So he'll buy more and double the dosage. It fails again. So he repeats the 
process, using even more.   "When all is said and done, some guy's put 200 pounds of poison on an area 
where 10 pounds is recommended. Then it rains. The poison gets into the water table," Rasberry said.   
Multiply that by thousands of frustrated people trying to kill ants that won't die.  Trillions. And. Trillions.  
Crazy ants swarm in numbers that are hard to believe even for a guy who has seen a lot of bugs. Robert 
Puckett, who is a PhD. in entomology, a researcher and teacher at Texas A&M University, was among 
the first to study the species.   "When I first started talking with folks who'd worked with the original 
infestations, when they told the stories of what they'd seen, I thought, well, this is hyperbole, this can't 
be true," Puckett said. "Then I saw it."  The catastrophic effect these insects could have on agriculture, 
the economy and entire ecosystem of the Southeast is the kind of thing that keeps Puckett awake at 
night.   They climb trees and invade bird nests – what would happen if they took over a chicken farm? 
How would they affect, cattle, other livestock? Could they infest feed, crops in the field, silos packed 
with grain or sugarcane?   Rasberry is horrified by the possibilities.  "There are no products labeled for 
pastureland. None. Zero," he said. "Nobody is funding research. I was on the Crazy Ant invasive Task 
Force. It was a dog-and-pony show for the public. They never did anything. It's already too late to stop 
them. The longer we wait to do the research to control them, there's nothing we can do."  Puckett is 
less outspoken, but he's worried, too.  "We have seen situations where they raided commercial 
honeybee hives," Puckett said. "That's a real concern. It's difficult to speculate, but they are definitely 
capable of doing significant ecological damage."  In an urban setting, they can take over entire 
neighborhoods , Puckett and Rasberry agreed.   And they'll eat your iPhone, destroy your air conditioner 
in the summer and make outdoor barbecues a thing of the past.  "In urban systems, they short out 
everything known to man," Rasberry said. "They get into wall sockets, security systems, computer 
systems."  When the ants get into electrical devices – TV sets, cell phones, electrical outlets, 
refrigerators – they get electrocuted. When they die, they emit a pheromone that attracts other ants 
 that respond in droves.   The carcasses form bridges the living ants can cross to a safe area. The same 
thing happens when they are killed by pesticides. The ants simply cross the bridge of dead ants to areas 
where there is no  poison.  Puckett  witnessed how the ants affect human behavior. When he was 
asking permission to take samples in the yards of people whose neighborhoods were infested, he 

http://urbanentomology.tamu.edu/ants/rasberry.html
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noticed they had developed repetitive tics, as if they were brushing invisible ants off their bodies.   "I 
knocked on the door, it was in the afternoon in the summer, and people were wearing shorts and 
sandals, sometimes coming to the door barefoot," he said."They kept brushing their feet together, as if 
they had ants on their bare feet. They were so used to having ants crawling on their bodies, it had 
become habitual. I couldn't believe what I was seeing … human beings whose behavior had been 
changed."  Rasberry has met customers who are not comfortable letting their children play in the yard.   
"Would you want your 2-year-old covered with 400 or 500 ants?" he said. "I've had people tell me their 
dogs won't go outside to use the bathroom. Not because they get stung, because it's so uncomfortable 
to have ants crawling on them."  Can they be stopped?  Crazy Ants spread fairly slowly without help 
from humans. But in a mobile society like the U.S., they have traveled thousands of miles, and since 
they nest almost anywhere, they are spreading farther, faster than fire ants did when they were 
imported to the U.S. about 50 years ago.  If somebody buys an infested potted plant at a nursery and 
takes it home, the whole neighborhood is soon infested. The ants can hitchhike in cars or trucks. If they 
infest a shipping container, they can be taken by boat anywhere in the world – which is probably how 
they got to Houston in the first place.  Right now, Puckett said, the focus has to be on suppressing the 
numbers of ants. That's hard because they nest underneath debris, have multiple queens and the 
colonies intermingle and cooperate when they come in contact. Most other species of insects kill each 
other off  when competing for food and territory.  While the problem is a clear and present danger, 
Puckett urges caution because an improper reaction could make a bad situation  worse.  "Science moves 
most efficiently when it moves slowly," he said. "We first need to develop new chemicals to deal with 
these guys. We need practical solutions, research, using tools we have available in the short term.  
"Once we have some relief a bit, we can look into larger research programs."  That could include what 
he called "bioprospecting," which involves searching the ants' South American native habitat for natural 
enemies that hold them in check. A few years back, a wasp that lays its eggs on fire ants and eventually 
kills the host was used effectively.  But any solution like that is way down the road, Puckett said. First, 
you have to make sure those species aren't as bad or worse than the one you're trying to get rid of.  
Perhaps the most difficult part of treatment – once it finally reaches a stage where official entities start 
to fund research and seek solutions – is going to be getting people to work together against the ants.  
"Carving out a zone within the infestation range, that's probably our best bet right now," Puckett said. 
"We will have to encourage people to work together because you don't find ants in a single house – it's 
the whole neighborhood. It'll take organization, neighborhood associations, that sort of thing."  Getting 
people to work together isn't easy, Puckett acknowledged. But if crazy ants can't forge a common cause, 
nothing can.  "Once you see these ants, they provide enough motivation to force people to try to 
organize against them," he said. "Their numbers, even when you see it, you can't believe it. It's 
impossible to imagine." 
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Nov. 11, 2013 

A 14-year-old Boy Scout in Spartanburg is doing his good turn by building small, insulated shelters for 
stray cats to escape  the cold weather. "I had no idea it was gonna be as big as it turned out to be," said 
Chambers Easterling, who is part of Troop 2 of the Palmetto Council of the Boy Scouts of America.  So 
far, Chambers has built six of the shelters, located near the Spartanburg Humane Society shelter. The 
project took two months and was for his Eagle Project, which is the highest title in scouting.   The 
Spartanburg Humane Society is very grateful to Chambers for his project.   "His project has helped 
educate the community that there are animals in need," said Ingrid Norris, education coordinator at the 
Spartanburg Humane Society.  The boxes are small and can fit  potentially three to four animals at a 
time. There is a hole in the front for an entrance and insulation to keep it warm. Petco donated bedding 
for the shelters.   Chambers said he was surprised by how enthusiastically the community responded.   
"My mom got a call the other night from someone who wanted to pay me to make these boxes," said 
Chambers.  He said he hopes his project will inspire others to build their own shelters for stray animals.   
"One of my good quotes is 'helping others succeed is leadership at its best,'" said Chambers.  If you 
would like to know how to build your own shelter, you can call the Spartanburg Humane Society at 583-
4805.  

 

Nov. 25, 2013 

A storm system is moving our way and is poised to bring some major local impacts.  We will first face 
the threat of freezing rain (ice) and sleet, then heavy rain, then a little snow  to wrap things up.  Let's 
time if out…  Tonight: Showers will start to slowly push in.  We will see a little light rain through 
midnight, then we'll see that rain turn to sleet and freezing rain late night.  In the mountains, freezing 
rain could begin by midnight/1am, and in the Upstate we could see brief freezing rain toward 3-4am.  A 
Freezing Rain advisory is out for the Upstate mountains and portions of western NC (see image), and 
this means that light ice accumulations will be possible (under a tenth of an inch most likely).  An Ice 
Storm Warning is in effect for Henderson, Polk, McDowell, Rutherford, Yancey and Mitchell counties, 
and that's where we could see 0.25" of ice or more.  Here's what different ice accumulations typically 
cause:  Up to 0.1": Slick bridges/overpasses, a glaze on cars , trees, decks, and other raised surfaces.  
Power outages are possible, but not likely.  Near 0.25":  Bridges slick, along with secondary roads.  Ice 
starts weighing down tree limbs and power lines, so power outages become more likely.    Half inch or 
more: CRIPPLING ICE STORM.  THIS IS NOT expected.  Freezing rain would last through about 8am, then 
transition to all heavy rain.  We could see 3-4 inches of rain between mid-morning and late afternoon 
on Tuesday!  We should get a break from the rain by Tuesday night, but some localized flooding could 
occur by late day.    A few showers will stick around Tuesday night, but the torrential downpours will be 
over.  By Wednesday morning the cold air will arrive, and what little moisture is left could become snow 
for our area!  Most of the snow will fall in western NC, but a few quick snow showers will be possible 
midday Wednesday in the Upstate.  No issues expected from the snow in the Upstate, while near the 
TN border we could get slick roads by late Wednesday from accumulating snow.  So, take home 
message… Patchy ice will be possible in the Upstate Tuesday morning, so you'll want to drive with extra 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23939749/spartanburg-boy-scout-builds-shelters-for-feral-cats
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23939749/spartanburg-boy-scout-builds-shelters-for-feral-cats
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24066012/ice-heavy-rain-snow-spells-dicey-travel
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24066012/ice-heavy-rain-snow-spells-dicey-travel


  

 32 

caution.  The best chance of finding any upstate ice will be in the mountains of Greenville, Pickens and 
Oconee counties.  Widespread icy conditions may occur in the mountains, with Henderson, Polk and 
Rutherford counties looking at the greatest threat (along with McDowell, Yancey and Mitchell to a 
slightly lesser extent).  Once the freezing rain ends, we'll want to remain on-guard for flooding and 
blinding rain when on the roads.    On Monday night Haywood County had reports of light sleet and 
Madison County reported ice falling.  

 

Dec. 5, 2013 

A panel of state lawmakers will hear from South Carolina Treasurer Curtis Loftis and his complaints 
about how investments  are handled for the state employee retirement system.  The State newspaper 
reported that Loftis has complained for two years about what he calls corruption and wasteful spending 
at the state Retirement  System Investment Commission.  Four senators are conducting a series of 
hearings on Loftis' charges that the commission that manages the $26 billion retirement fund wastes 
millions of dollars on fees. Loftis also says some commissioners have personally benefited.  Commission 
Chairman Reynolds Williams says he welcomes the review by lawmakers.  Columbia Sen. Joel Lourie says 
he hopes lawmakers can resolve the dispute between the commission and Loftis, which Lourie says is 
"very unhealthy." 

 

Dec. 8, 2013   

U.S. Rep Mark Sanford says he would support a stronger work visa program as a way to deal  with the 

nation's immigration issues.  The South Carolina Republican met with more than 200 people on Hilton 

Head Island on Sunday for a session set up by the Lowcountry Immigration Coalition that supports 

comprehensive immigration reform.  Many in the crowd let Sanford know their fears about being deported 

and their hopes for citizenship.  Sanford does not support a comprehensive bill passed by the Senate last 

June that would increase border security  and create a 13-year wait for citizenship for those living in the 

country illegally. Sanford says his view is shared by a majority in the 1st Congressional District. 

 

Dec. 10, 2013   

A South Carolina Republican lawmaker is introducing his own plan for performance-based pay as dozens 
of schools  test Superintendent Mick Zais' proposal for evaluating educators.  Republican Rep. Andy 
Patrick of Hilton Head Island said he's pre-filing a bill for the upcoming legislative session that's aimed at 
rewarding excellent teachers and providing others targeted training. Tuesday is the last day for House 
members to pre-file bills for 2014. Senators have another week.  Evaluating educators based on 
performance is a required part of the state's exemption from the all-or-nothing provisions of the federal 
No Child Left Behind law. The federal Education Department approved Zais' plan in March, but educator 
groups have criticized it.  The state education board must approve a plan before it goes statewide. 
Patrick says his bill offers  another process. 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24143613/lawmakers-to-hear-sc-treasurers-complaints
http://bit.ly/IFDKqn
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24143613/lawmakers-to-hear-sc-treasurers-complaints
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24170091/sanford-discusses-immigration-with-reform-group
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24170091/sanford-discusses-immigration-with-reform-group
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24179758/sc-lawmaker-proposes-teacher-evaluation-plan
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24179758/sc-lawmaker-proposes-teacher-evaluation-plan
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Dec. 12, 2013 

A federal judge in Winston-Salem says there will be no trial on North Carolina's voting law changes until 
after the 2014 elections.  U.S. District Judge Joi Peake said Thursday a lawsuit challenging the new law is 
too complicated to be resolved before the elections.  Peake said the two sides will need more time to 
prepare for a trial that she said might not be conducted before mid-2015.  Peake says she will consider a 
request from those challenging the law to block some of its provisions from taking effect until after the 
trial.  The U.S. Justice Department, the North Carolina NAACP, and American Civil Liberties Union and 
others are challenging the changes, saying they appear to be designed to discourage voting by those 
most likely to vote for Democrats. 

 

 

Dec. 13, 2013                                                                                                                                                                                
The president of Bob Jones University  submitted his resignation Friday, citing health issues.  The 
school's  spokesperson said Dr. Stephen Jones said he will resign effective at the end of the school's 
graduation on May 9, 2014.  "The persistence of my health issues over the last three years is preventing 
me from providing the leadership the University needs at this time and prompted my personal decision 
to resign," Jones said. "The BJU mission is more important than I. Serving the BJU family for over eight 
years has been one of the great gifts of God to my wife and me, and I am looking forward to serving 
here in whatever new role God has for me."  Jones has been president for eight years, the fourth in the 
line of Jones to lead the University. He is the son of Bob Jones III, the grandson of Bob Jones, Jr., and the 
great-grandson of Bob Jones Sr., the university's founder.  The Board of Trustees said they will launch a 
search committee immediately to find his replacement. 

 

Dec. 16, 2013 

A wildfire burning Monday in the Big Sur area of California destroyed at least 15 homes and forced 
about 100 people to evacuate as it chewed through dry vegetation on its way toward the ocean. No 
injuries were reported.  The fire burned about 500 acres in the Pfeiffer Ridge area of Los Padres 
National Forest near state Highway 1, with 0 percent containment, Los Padres National Forest 
spokesman Andrew Madsen said.  Madsen said the fire destroyed the home of Big Sur Fire Chief Martha 
Karstens.  "She left thinking that she was going to go protect other people's homes," Madsen said, "and 
it turns out that her own home has been consumed."  Officials were hopeful that they could contain the 
blaze this week.  "This is a completely wind-driven fire," Madsen said. "We're cautiously optimistic that 
we're going to pin this thing down within the next couple of days."  The Red Cross has set up an 
overnight shelter for people who have been displaced by the fire, Madsen said.  Big Sur is a popular 
tourist destination along the Central California coast with high-end resorts and beautiful views of the 
Pacific Ocean.  Residences were scattered in the path of the fire that was being battled by 625 
firefighters. Officials also brought in air tankers and helicopters.  Highway 1 is open but traffic is heavier 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24214940/bob-jones-univ-president-resigning-at-end-of-year
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24214940/bob-jones-univ-president-resigning-at-end-of-year
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due to the presence of emergency vehicles, Madsen said. Evacuations of the area remained in effect as 
of 10:30 p.m. Monday.  The cause of the fire was under investigation.  A wildfire so late in the year is 
unusual but not surprising given that California is in the midst of the driest calendar year on record.  A 
lightning-sparked wildfire in 2008 forced the evacuation of Big Sur and blackened 250 square miles 
before it was contained. That blaze burned more than a dozen homes. 

 

 

 

Dec. 17, 2013 

After a chilly night with temperatures in the mid-30s for the Upstate and upper 20s for the mountains, 
we will see plenty of sun, allowing another warm day to develop.   Temperatures in the Upstate will 
climb to right around 60 degrees  Tuesday afternoon under mostly sunny skies. Western NC will see a 
few high level clouds but remain mostly sunny as temperatures peak in the mid-50s.  Winds will pick up 
as the day progresses, giving us a steady breeze between 10 and 15 mph out of the WSW in the Upstate 
and gusts as fast  as 20 mph. For the mountains, the winds will be out of the northwest between 5 and 
15 mph and gusts reaching 25 mph.  Tuesday night ushers in yet another chilly night with clear skies. 
The sun will stick around for the rest of the week with the next chance of rain not being until late Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24234938/more-warm-weather-on-the-way
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24234938/more-warm-weather-on-the-way
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
FOURTH QUARTER 2013 

 
Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 

Public Service Announcements Aired: 

Minority Education, Literacy 

 

 

Oct. 7, 2013 

The Education  Oversight Committee has approved 12 private schools for enrolling special-needs 
students under the state's first school-choice program.  The State newspaper reports the independent 
agency expects the list to grow.  Legislators passed the one-year program as part of the state budget . 
Opponents worry it will open the door for broader legislation on private tuition.  Beginning Jan. 1, 
people and businesses can claim tax credits for supporting private-school scholarships for children with 
disabilities. Nonprofit groups will hand out the scholarships. Three have organized to do so. The law sets 
an $8 million limit on credits claimed.  The nonprofits can provide grants up to $10,000 toward tuition.  
The schools approved so far are in Anderson, Charleston, Columbia, Florence, Greenville, North 
Augusta, Rock Hill, Russellville in Berkeley County and Sumter. 

 

Oct. 15, 2013   

Per documentation from SLED and his attorney, Frank Eppes, Mason Bird's arrest record was cleared 
after he completed a pre-trial intervention program, restoring him to "the status he occupied before 
the arrest."  The son of Blue Ridge Christian Academy's principal turned himself in to Greenville County 
deputies after authorities said he threatened his classmates last month.  Deputy Jonathan Smith, public 
information officer for the Greenville County Sheriff's Office, said 17-year-old Mason Bird got into an 
argument with a fellow student during class on Dec. 19. He said that during the argument Bird said he 
would come into the school with a gun and shoot his classmates.  Smith said the statement caught the 
attention of other students who became quiet. He said that a teacher told Bird the statement was 
inappropriate and informed the school's administration about it.  Bird was charged with disturbing 
school and turned himself in to authorities last Thursday, Smith said.  Smith said Bird was not allowed to 
return to school after making the statement.  Bird's attorney, Frank Eppes, said the school is conducting 
an investigation to determine whether the facts of the case warrant Bird's dismissal from school. 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23057598/12-sc-private-schools-cleared-for-tax-credit-program
http://bit.ly/1crRSQw
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23057598/12-sc-private-schools-cleared-for-tax-credit-program
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Oct. 20, 2013   

Students learning  centers in nine South Carolina counties are receiving a combined $1.7 million this 
year to help students outside of school hours.  The state Education Department says 11 organizations 
have won 21st Century Community Learning Centers grants. They include eight school districts and 
three nonprofits.  Recipients can each receive up to $200,000 annually. The federally funded grants can 
be renewed for up to four years.  The money  will help provide academic activities to students before 
and after school during the school year, as well as during the summer.  This year, amounts range from 
$83,300 awarded to the nonprofit Communities in Schools of Greenville to $200,000 awarded to 
Greenwood 50.  Other winning school districts were Anderson 2, Charleston County, Dorchester 4, 
Greenville County, Horry County, Richland 2 and Pickens County. 

 

Oct. 25, 2013 

South Carolina's graduating seniors slightly improved their scores on the ACT college entrance exam for 
the fourth consecutive year.  Results released Wednesday show the Class of 2013's average composite 
score was 20.4 on a 36-point scale. That's up from 19.8 in 2009.  The state average on the exam's four 
subjects remains below the national averages. But the gap has closed to half of a point.  Twenty-two 
percent of test-takers met college-ready benchmarks in all four subjects: English, reading, math and 
science. That's up from 19 percent last year but below the 26 percent nationally considered ready.  Both 
the ACT and SAT are accepted by most colleges. The SAT has historically been more popular  in South 
Carolina, but ACT participation has grown. Just over half of 2013 graduates took the ACT. 

 

Oct. 30, 2013 

The South Carolina Education  Department says the class of 2013 was offered a record $1.15 billion in 
college scholarships.  That tops the amount offered to last year's public high school seniors by nearly 
$89 million.  The total includes scholarships not accepted by students. It represents all scholarships 
offered to students as they consider which two- or four-year college to attend. The figures assume 
students keep all of their scholarships through graduation. Scholarships funded by the state lottery 
accounted for one third of the total.  The state gathers the information from school districts , as well as 
charter schools, the governor's schools in Hartsville and Greenville, and the School for the Deaf and the 
Blind.  The totals have risen yearly since the state began tracking the figure, from $684 million in 2007. 

 

Nov. 5, 2013   

South Carolina's dropout rate  has declined for the fourth consecutive year.  The state Education 
Department reported Wednesday that more than 5,200 high school students dropped out in 2011-12. 
That's nearly 670 fewer students than a year earlier and 2,800 fewer than in 2007-08.  The agency says 
the dropout rate for 2011-12 was 2.5 percent, down 0.3 percentage points from the previous year. 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22964523/11-groups-receiving-student-learning-center-grants
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22964523/11-groups-receiving-student-learning-center-grants
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23204904/scs-act-scores-rise-slightly-for-4th-year
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23148163/sc-class-of-2013-sets-new-record-for-scholarships
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23148163/sc-class-of-2013-sets-new-record-for-scholarships
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/22920333/sc-dropout-rate-declines-for-4th-year
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The year-to-year dropout rate is different than the graduation rate. The dropout rate reflects how many 
teens officially withdrew over a federal fiscal year or became too old to return. Students can legally 
drop out at age 17. They cannot stay in school past age 21.  The graduation rate measures students 
earning a regular diploma in four years. South Carolina's graduation rate for 2012 was nearly 75 
percent. 

 

Nov. 11, 2013 

South Carolina Educational  Television officials say layoffs are likely as it loses nearly $600,000 in 
funding because of mandatory federal budget cuts.  The State of Columbia reports that SCETV President 
Linda O'Bryon told senators the loss of that money  will mean layoff, but she doesn't know how many 
employees will be let go or what programs might be ended.  The agency operates four production 
facilities, 11 television and eight radio towers, and 600 microwave towers across South Carolina.  SCETV 
has lost 95 employees since 2008, and its state funding has fallen from $16.5 million to about $9 million. 
The agency current has about 130 employees.  SCETV is losing $588,000 in grant support from the 
Corporation of Public Broadcasting, a federally created nonprofit media company. 

 

Nov. 15, 2013   

Legislators want to make it easier for veterans to go to college in South Carolina by paying tuition at in-
state rates.  But bills differ on how to do that.  A bill the House  passed last week would waive the one-
year residency requirement for veterans and their dependents who prove they intend to make South 
Carolina their permanent home. It would allow them to enroll immediately in a public college without 
paying up to $18,000 extra.  The director of a veterans group prefers the Senate version that's stalled in 
subcommittee. It allows the in-state rate  for anyone attending college on the GI Bill, mimicking a U.S. 
House proposal.  Jim Lorraine of the Augusta-Aiken Warrior Project says lawmakers shouldn't throw up 
residency roadblocks for veterans who want to go to college. 

 

Nov. 20, 2013 

A worker at a bookstore on the Clemson University campus was arrested after police said he stole 
money from the store.  Campus police said Tuesday that 37-year-old David Graham, of Clemson, took 
the refunds from returns made to the store and deposited the proceeds into his personal bank account. 
They said Graham stole a total of $2,123.19 between May 2012 and January.  Graham worked as a 
supervisor of a bookstore in the Hendrix Student Center, but was neither an employee nor a student of 
the school, police said.  Graham was charged with breach of trust with fraudulent intent. He was 
released from jail on $5,000 bond. 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21783586/scetv-expects-layoffs-after-losing-600k-from-feds
http://bit.ly/11wDIoW
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21783586/scetv-expects-layoffs-after-losing-600k-from-feds
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21808276/bills-would-allow-in-state-sc-tuition-for-veterans
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/21808276/bills-would-allow-in-state-sc-tuition-for-veterans
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Nov. 22, 2013   

A Moore man was arrested after deputies said a gun was found in his truck, which was parked in a 
school parking lot.  According to an incident report from the Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office, 
deputies were conducting a search of the parking lot at ZL Madden Elementary School on Tuesday when 
a drug dog indicated there may be something in a vehicle. The owner of the vehicle, identified as Grady 
Hudson III, was called to the parking lot, according to the report.  The report said that when Hudson was 
asked if there was something in his truck that would cause the dog to respond, he informed deputies 
that there was a pistol in the glove compartment.  Hudson told deputies he did not have a concealed 
weapons permit, according to the report.  Hudson was charged with possession of a weapon on school 
grounds.  No drugs were found in the vehicle. 

 

Nov. 25, 2013 

A final vote was held by the School District of Pickens County School Board that will keep students from 
leading the now non-sectarian prayers before meetings.  A new public invocation was approved by a 3-2 
vote. The approved prayer allows board members to pray or offer a moment of silence before the 
school board's meetings.  Hundreds gathered at Monday's and previous meetings to speak up against 
the change in prayer at the meeting, including Rev. Paul Turner of Mount Carmel Baptist Church, who 
said he starts his day with a prayer. He said it changes things.  "I've seen it in my own life, where prayers 
were answered. I've seen people who were sick and healed, and I believe that it's a direct result of 
prayer," Turner said.  And he wanted to make sure his message of prayer was heard by the congregation 
gathered at recent Pickens County School Board meetings.   He said he delivered more than 4,000 
petitions to board members in a fight to keep student-led prayer and prayers to Jesus Christ at the start 
of meetings.  "I believe it speaks to our freedom to pray and to call on Jesus. And I think we have that 
right," Turner said.  And even though the meeting started with prayer on Monday, Jesus was excluded 
and so was a student.  "Any families in Pickens County should not have to experience prayers to go to 
their board of trustees meetings. So we think they should just drop prayer altogether and get down to 
school business," Patrick Elliott said.   He's a lawyer with the group Freedom From Religion Foundation. 
Representatives with the organization threatened to sue the Pickens County School District if they 
didn't end student-led prayers. They said the prayers violate the establishment clause of the First 
Amendment.  "They can't have any practices or laws that affiliate the government with one religion," 
Elliott said.  And all though the board voted in favor to hold non-sectarian prayers, Turner said he will 
continue to bow his head.  "In Jesus name, Amen," Turner said as he finished his prayer. 
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Dec. 6, 2013   

South Carolina's top law enforcement officer says having a police officer in every school in the state is a 
must.  State Law Enforcement Division Chief Mark Keel told senators Thursday that's his top 
recommendation for ensuring school safety after last month's massacre at a Connecticut elementary 
school.  How to pay for the idea is up for debate.  Keel opposes arming school employees.  He says even 
those with concealed weapon permits have limited training. Keel also says it would create confusion,  
because officers responding to a shooting would not be able to identify the bad guys if employees in 
civilian clothes have guns.  But state schools chief Mick Zais says whether to allow a few highly trained 
employees to carry a gun should be a local decision. 

 

Dec. 10, 2013   

The threat of severe weather prompted some school districts, colleges, businesses and churches to alter 
schedules Wednesday afternoon.  A line of strong thunderstorms was moving through the western 
Carolinas, causing trees and power lines to fall. The line could produce damaging winds, heavy rain and 
tornadoes, according to FOX Carolina Chief Meteorologist Kendra Kent.  Greenville County, Pickens 
County and Anderson County schools canceled evening activities. Anderson County schools dismissed at 
2:15 p.m.  Wofford College closed its campus at 3 p.m.  Government office in Anderson County closed at 
3:30 p.m. A public safety meeting that was scheduled for Wednesday night was canceled.  Some 
churches also canceled services for Wednesday night.  A tornado watch was in effect for all of the 
western Carolinas until 8 p.m. 

 

Dec. 15, 2013   

Troopers said a student was injured when a school bus rolled over near Westminster Monday 
afternoon.  The South Carolina Highway Patrol said a bus carrying 15 students was headed north on 
Pond Road when it got too close to the right shoulder, causing the bus to rollover.  Troopers said one 
student was injured and taken to Oconee Memorial Hospital. The driver was not injured.   FOX Carolina 
has contacted School District of Oconee County officials for more information about the crash.  
Troopers are investigating the crash and said no charges have been filed. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/20805635/powerful-storms-high-winds-forecast-wednesday
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Dec. 18, 2013 

The U.S. Education Department is investigating a discrimination complaint against a South Carolina 
school district.  Last month, Union County School District officials were notified of a complaint accusing 
them of violating Title IX by treating a female student who had been dismissed from a sports team 
differently from male students in similar situations.  District officials were notified of the complaint April 
19. District Superintendent Kristi Woodall says the district is reviewing its athletic programs but is 
confident no discrimination took place.In addition to the school district, the complaint also names 
Union County High School, Lockhart Middle School, Jonesville Middle School and Sims Middle School.  
Title IX opened doors for girls and women in 1972 by banning sex discrimination in all federally funded 
school programs, including sports. 

 

Dec. 20, 2013 

The secretary of a Gaffney school's parent-teacher organization was arrested after Cherokee County 
deputies said she stole more than $5,000 from the group.  Deputies said that between Oct. 6 and Dec. 
3, Hope Minor, 35, of Gaffney, forged checks on the account for the Draytonville Elementary School 
PTO.  Minor was charged with breach of trust. She was released from the county jail on bond. 
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
FOURTH QUARTER 2013 

 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 
 
 
Sundays 6:00am  MOUNT MORIAH BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description: A church service airing Sunday mornings. (1-hour) 
 
Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 
 
Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 
 
 
Public Service Announcements Aired: 

Boys Town, Adoption, Pet Adoption 
 
 
 

Oct. 9, 2013   

In perhaps one of the most stark sights of the nation's ongoing government shutdown in Washington 
DC, a man clutching a South Carolina state flag was seen mowing the lawn at the Lincoln Memorial on 
Wednesday.   In a photo snapped by Twitter  user @sallyhs, the man is shown pushing a lawnmower 
outside the memorial and holding the flag.   "Spotted outside Lincoln Memorial," said Sally. "Random 
dude mowing."  Fellow user @philfarley responded to the photo and said the very same man was 
spotted with a leafblower just outside the World War II memorial on Tuesday night. Once again, he was 
holding up the Palmetto State's banner.   The man himself has finally come forward. Multiple news 
outlets have confirmed the man's identity as Chris Cox, a Mount Pleasant native who is living in 
Alexandria, Virginia.   According to Washington DC radio station All-News 99.1, Cox is calling his one-
man endeavor the Memorial Militia.   Cox is doing the work that the Park Service rangers would be 
doing if they weren't furloughed by the government shutdown.   "These are our memorials. Do they 
think that we're just going to let them go to hell? No," Cox said to the radio station. "If they shut down 
our memorials, we're still going to take the trash out, we're going to clean the windows, we're going to 
cut the grass, we're going to pull the weeds, we're going to do the tree work."  Cox told the Washington 
CBS affiliate that he's not motivated by political reasons, but just wants to keep the memorials tidy as 
veterans prepare to come to DC for this weekend's Million Vet March.  In a video posted to the 
Charleston Post and Courier's Facebook page , Cox is shown emptying the trash cans around various 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23649020/sc-natives-memorial-militia-keeping-dc-memorials-clean
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23649020/sc-natives-memorial-militia-keeping-dc-memorials-clean
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memorials.  "All these cans are full and they could care less, and I don't know why I care, but I do, and 
I'm not going to allow them to have a picture in the paper of all the trash piled over," said Cox.   Cox, 
despite being asked to stop his work by the Park Police, says he wants to expand his efforts with other 
volunteers.  "They're going to be talking about the senators and the congressmen who opened up these 
memorials. They're also going to talk about the civilians who came together and said, 'Oh, wait a 
minute, we got this. We got it. Y'all go ahead and take another week off. We'll keep the memorial 
clean,'" said Cox.   Considering the number of monuments and memorials around DC, we'd say Cox has 
plenty of work to do.   

 

Oct. 10, 2013   

A Greenville woman said she is hopeful someone has seen her late sister's pet tortoise that got loose. 
Nikki Greene told FOX Carolina that her family went on vacation  around Labor Day and the tortoise 
has been missing since.  The pet is named Lucky and is an African spurred tortoise.  She said she thinks 
people were fishing on their property and left the gate open, allowing Lucky to walk off. Greene said 
there have been a few sightings of the reptile, but she has not had any luck locating it.  She said hopes 
to find Lucky because the tortoise was her sister's, who passed away.  Lucky is described as 10 years old 
and a little bigger than a basketball. He was last seen in the areas of Shannon Drive  and John Knox 
Church, according to Greene's post on the FOX Carolina Lost and Found pets section here.  If anyone 
sees Lucky, email foxcarolinanews@foxcarolina.com or respond to Greene's post.  Greene is offering a 
$300 reward for the return of Lucky.  

 

Oct. 15, 2013 

A 7-year-old, extremely overweight standard dachshund received the love and care he needed to lose 
more than 50 pounds.  Obie, the pet of an elderly couple who couldn't give him the exercise he needed 
and wouldn't deny him any food, weighed 77 pounds a little more than a year ago.  A standard 
dachshund should weigh a maximum of 32 pounds. Obie was so heavy his stomach dragged the ground, 
and he couldn't even lick his paws.  The Facebook page  called Obie Dog Journey documented the dog's 
transformation from being so big he could barely move to a spry dog running on the beach.  A relative 
of the owners gave him to Portland, OR, dog rescuer Nora Vanatta, after he was so fat he could barely 
walk. Vanatta exercised the obese weiner dog into shape, according to Jezebel.  After undergoing 
surgery, Obie is more active, and enjoys spending time at the beach while dressed in a dogkini.   
Donations will be accepted for Obie's continued care. Proceeds will also go towards helping The 
Retirement  Home For Senior Wieners in Florida.  

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23659381/greenville-woman-looking-for-late-sisters-missing-tortoise
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23659381/greenville-woman-looking-for-late-sisters-missing-tortoise
http://iwitness.foxcarolina.com/media/3935843
mailto:foxcarolinanews@foxcarolina.com
http://iwitness.foxcarolina.com/media/3935843
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23700337/obese-dachshund-loses-over-50-pounds
https://www.facebook.com/BiggestLoserDoxieEdition
http://jezebel.com/obie-the-doxie-loses-almost-50-pounds-get-new-leash-on-1445332517
http://obiedog.com/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23700337/obese-dachshund-loses-over-50-pounds


  

 45 

 

Nov. 18, 2013 

It has been more than five weeks since University of South Carolina freshman Martha Childress was 
shot. She was hit by a stray bullet while waiting for a taxi in Columbia's Five Points. Suspect Michael 
Juan Smith has been charged with the crime. Childress was left paralyzed from the waist down and is 
recovering at a rehabilitation facility in Atlanta called Shepherd Center.  Childress and her family are 
from Greenville County. Since the shooting, many in the community have rallied behind her to show 
support and to raise money for her recovery. One of the biggest events so far is a yard sale planned for 
Saturday, Nov. 23 in Greenville.   It was originally planned as a small event but has grown to three 
warehouses in the Merovan Center off Woodruff Road.   "It's gonna be the best sale you've ever been 
to," said volunteer Jan Sherry.   She and her husband Jack have never met Childress and do not even 
know her family. But Sherry explained the couple felt called to help.   "It's just such an outpouring of 
love from the community for Martha. I just hope she feels the love that this community has for her," 
she said.  That love can be measured in the rooms full of treasures. Organizers estimate that hundreds 
of people have donated items. Among them are toys, lamps, furniture, antiques and even a wedding 
dress. Prices range from $1 to $400. One hundred percent of the money raised will go to Childress.  
Kathy Wilson is one of the organizers and said, "It was a way that everybody could be involved, 
everybody has something that they could donate."  Childress' step-father, Ron Johnson expressed 
gratitude for the community's generosity.   "We're blown away by the love and support from people not 
just that we know but that have been touched by the senseless tragedy that happened to Martha," said 
Johnson.   He explained that Childress and her mother, Pam, are getting updates on fundraisers like the 
sale. They have stayed together in Atlanta as Childress continues to recuperate and undergo physical 
therapy.   Donations for the sale will be accepted until Friday, Nov. 22. The sale begins on the morning 
of Saturday, Nov. 23. It is from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Merovan Center on Woodruff Road. 

 

Dec. 12, 2013 

A Greenville family said they were exposed to bed bugs at a local hotel.   It was a discovery made when 
three of them were covered in bites and the bugs were spotted on the hotel room bed.  Bruce Wilson 
posted photos of his family's bites and of the bugs on his Facebook page. He said he wanted other 
people to be aware of what his family faced at the Comfort Inn and Suites on Mills Avenue in Greenville.   
The Wilsons started staying there on the night of Nov. 28 after their house burned down on 
Thanksgiving and they were left with nowhere to go.   "Everything in the house is completely destroyed, 
so we had to leave. Didn't have anywhere to stay," said Wilson.  Within days of checking into the 
Comfort Inn, Wilson said his wife complained that something was biting her. The next morning, things 
changed.   "When we woke up Monday morning, not only was she bitten up, my 2-year-old was bitten 
up and I was bitten up," said Wilson.  He said the bites were on their backs, arms and faces.    "My 2-
year-old had bites all over his face so bad that when he went to school, they actually sent him back 
home," Wilson said.  Wilson said he pulled back the covers on the hotel room bed and saw bugs. He 
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took cell phone video and photos. He said he confronted the Comfort Inn's owner/manager, Milan 
Patel.   "The attitude this guy had was that this was not a big deal . To him, to file an insurance claim, 
and by the way, here is your $600 bill for staying here," Wilson said.   The family was given a second 
room and they say there were bed bugs there too.  FOX Carolina went to the Comfort Inn to talk with 
Patel. Instead, a woman identified as Regena Boyer spoke on behalf of the hotel. She said she is an 
independent person hired to handle the bed bug situation.   "The only thing we can say is it's being 
taken care of and, you know, it's being handled in the way it should be handled and a professional will 
be taking care of it and it will be done," Boyer said.  She said there is only a problem in one room, 
despite the Wilsons' issues with the second room. She did not want to discuss the family's bill.   "That 
I'm not going to get into. We're not even going to discuss that. You asked about the bed bugs and we're 
taking care of them. That's what we're going to say," said Boyer.  FOX Carolina checked with the South  
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental  Control, DHEC, to find out about regulations on bed 
bugs. Agency spokesman Jim Beasley said there are no such regulations. He explained bed bugs are 
considered a nuisance, not a public health issue, because they do not spread disease.  We have 
contacted the Comfort Inn and Suites parent company, Choice Hotels. So far, representatives for the 
company have not returned our calls or emails. 

 

Dec. 13, 2013  

The Salvation Army of Greenville County is extending the end date of their Angel Tree program this year 
because sponsorship is down. People who would like to help a child in need during the holidays  can 
now pick up angels as late as Monday, Dec. 16, the Salvation Army announced Thursday during a 
luncheon.  Donations were originally due on Thursday, Dec. 12, but it's extended because participation 
in the event is down this year. Donors looking to help can pick up an angel as late as Monday, but the 
donations must be returned by Wednesday, Dec. 18.   The Salvation Army asks that the gifts be brought 
to the TD Convention Center or the Haywood Mall in Greenville.   The Angle Tree program matches 
families in need with donors who help provide them gifts and clothes during the holiday season.  For 
more information, you can contact the Salvation Army of Greenville County at 864-235-4803. 

 

Dec. 17, 2013   

Smartphone users may have noticed a growing amount of personal defense apps hitting the market.  
The hi-tech personal protection is a growing trend that even an Upstate defense expert is adding her 
own touch to.   Shea Kim is a Greenville woman who has a entire business dedicated to self-defense. 
She's the owner of Definite Defense, a company that specializes in firearm training, including women's-
only gun classes.    Kim says most types of preparedness offers a level of comfort and confidence 
that acts as its own security. However, she says there are many women who are not comfortable 
carrying a weapon, so she's working to create another option.   "People have apps on their phones for 
everything now, I figured maybe they could have an app they could hit it if they were in distress," Kim 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24210288/family-says-they-were-exposed-to-bed-bugs-at-greenville-hotel
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24210288/family-says-they-were-exposed-to-bed-bugs-at-greenville-hotel
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24209882/greenville-angel-tree-program-extends
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said.   Field technology expert Deveren Werne of Liquid Video Technologies says has room to grow.   
"Most apps right now, don't really do anything for self defense," Werne said.   Werne says the most 
useful apps typically come with a costly monthly fee to connect its user to a private emergency service. 
He says free apps currently available aren't as effective. He says many feature alarms and lights 
aren't very powerful and likely wouldn't be taken seriously as a real emergency.   However, Werne says 
he expects there will be growth in the market, as many of the utilities on smartphones are under 
utilized for personal protection.   "The possibilities are limitless, there's nothing you can't do with 
smartphones," Werne said.    Kim aims to put something different from what's already on the market. 
Kim is developing a free app that focuses on personal protection in situations that aren't emergencies, 
but potentially could become one.  "You don't want to call the police for a flat tire or you're lost in a 
neighborhood," Kim said.   Instead her app, called Definite Defense would build a list of close contacts 
and enable a user to message those people at once quickly, and send out a GPS location.   "Maybe you 
are uncomfortable with the situation, it will let them know and they'll get back to you and know where 
you are," Kim said.   Kim expects her free app to be available on her company website and in apps 
stores sometime mid 2014.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
FOURTH QUARTER 2013 

 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS 
 
Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the subjects and victims 
involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   
 
 
Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 
Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  
 
Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various nights Monday thru 
Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles locally wanted criminals and gives 
viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  Each segment is 45 seconds. 
 
Public Service Announcements Aired: 

Texting & Driving 

 
 

 
Oct. 17, 2013 
 

Clemson's iconic Howard's Rock got a little more protection  this week. Howard's Rock at Memorial 
Stadium received a new protective cover less than five months after it was vandalized.   "New rock 
cover installed today #protectingthebestcollegetradition," Clemson Athletic Facilities tweeted on 
Tuesday.   Officials found the iconic fixture that football players rub prior to running down the hill 
before football games vandalized sometime between June 2 and June 3.  Then on June 28, Micah 
Rogers was arrested in connection with the vandalism and then in August, Michael Rogers and Alden 
Gainey were arrested in connection with the case.  Since the damage was done, the university said they 
had increased security around the rock.  A security guard at the stadium told FOX Carolina that the glass 
on the case is bullet proof.   New cameras have been installed around the rock as well, one infrared and 
one motion activated.   The stadium also has an alarm that goes off if a person comes within 10 to 15 
feet of the rock, according to a security guard at the stadium. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23720373/howards-rock
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Oct. 22, 2013 
 

Dispatchers said a woman is in custody after a shooting in Brevard on Tuesday evening.  Dispatchers 
said the incident began on Wood Duck Court in Brevard at 6 p.m.   The Transylvania County Sheriff's 
Office said they found a man with a gunshot wound to his back.  The victim's name is not being released 
at this time.  Deputies said he was flown to Mission Hospital, and is expected to recover from his 
injuries.  Sheriff David Mahoney said that deputies were able to identify a suspect immediately and 
began to look for her.  By 9 p.m. Jonalyn Lacy Nicholson, 29, was taken into custody on a charge of 
assault with a deadly weapon with intent to kill inflicting serious injury.  She is being held in the 
detention center under no bond.  "I would like to thank everyone involved in tonight's case," Sheriff 
Mahoney said. "The teamwork displayed led to a speedy and successful resolution. I would especially 
like to thank our partners in the media for their understanding and patience. This case was moving very 
quickly with details changing by the minute." 

 
 
Oct. 24, 2013 
 

Greenville County deputies said they are searching for a suspect after SWAT was called out to a standoff 
following an armed robbery at Hammett Street Grocery in Greenville County on Thursday night.   
Deputies said after the robbery, a woman saw a person go inside her trailer. Deputies believe this was 
the suspect, but said they cannot confirm whether or not someone went inside the trailer.   The home 
was then surrounded by deputies, and SWAT was called to the scene. The standoff came to an end two 
hours later after SWAT went inside the trailer and found no one there.   The store owner said the man 
came into the store wearing a Scream mask, and they pulled out a gun. The owner said the men 
demanded money, and she gave it to them.   Stay with FOX Carolina for this developing story. 

 
Nov.1, 2013 

Six teens were arrested after a fight in a school bathroom that turned out to be a gang initiation, the 
Greenville Police Department said on their Facebook page on Friday.   The Greenville High School 
students were arrested for disorderly conduct on Oct. 29, they said.   Police said they investigated the 
motive behind the fight and other fights that were in the same bathroom.   Police said their 
investigation revealed the six teens were partaking in a gang initiation.   The students ranged in age 
from 14 to 16, police said.   According to the Facebook page, a representative from the school district 
said five of the six students are special education students.   A representative of the school district said 
the students have been suspended, pending recommended expulsion. 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 51 

Dec. 3, 2013      

The bandages are fresh, but doctors say the wounds are deep and disturbing.  "It's heart wrenching," 
Cynthia Saracino said.  She saw a 12-month-old pit bull puppy, and when the dog gave Saracino her 
paw, the dog stole her heart.  "She just had a gentleness and a kindness in her eyes," Saracino said.  She 
met the pup when it was wrapped up at the Upstate Veterinary Specialists Hospital in Greenville. She 
volunteers with a dog rescue group called SNARR, which stands for Special Needs Animal Rescue and 
Rehabilitation.   "She has some significant soft-tissue injuries mainly on the skin," Dr. Brandon Adley 
said. He's an associate veterinarian with Upstate Veterinary Specialists.   Investigators with Greenville 
County Animal Control said a witness saw a driver in an old-model Ford white farm truck drag the dog in 
the area of Wildwood Road and Geer Highway in Marietta.   Adley said despite the dog's injuries, the 
puppy is perky.   "She's had one surgery, and she's had a blood transfusion," Adley said.  Members with 
the group SNARR set up a Facebook page in hopes of tips that could track down anyone involved. 
Members went to Marietta to hand out fliers, as a way to generate tips.  "A lot of people have donated 
toward her care," Courtney Bellew said.  She's the director of SNARR Animal Rescue, Northeast Chapter 
in New York.   Wednesday night rescuers with SNARR contacted FOX Carolina to share new details on 
Grace's background. Bellew said they had made contact with Grace's original owner who said she had to 
give up the dog since she was moving.   The owner said she thought she was placing the dog and her 
puppies in trusted hands. Bellew said they have been able to track down three of the puppies that were 
sold, they are sick but still alive. SNARR is offering up a reward to track down the remaining four 
puppies.  "We like to focus on the dogs that have major medical conditions - abuse cases, dogs with 
congenital disorders," Bellew said.  And with Saracino's heart right in the puppy's paw, she couldn't help 
but name her Grace.   "My first daughter is named Grace, and Grace means gift," Saracino said.  And 
maybe the puppy will be a new gift for a new family.   Bob Mihalic, with Greenville County 
Governmental Affairs, said a uniform ordinance summons was issued to Roger Owens, of Marietta, for 
cruelty to animals.   Mihalic said the misdemeanor ordinance has a penalty up to 30 days in jail and a 
$1,100 fine, if he is found guilty. He said Owens' next court appearance is set for Dec. 20. 

 

 
Dec. 5, 2013 

Investigators in Union County arrested two Marshville men after a deadly shooting near Wingate 
University. Officers said three people were shot. Two of the victims died.  According to a press release, 
the suspects were arrested at about 11:40 p.m. Wednesday night. The suspects were located together 
in a unit at the Willow Oaks Apartments off Walkup Avenue in Monroe. Officials say the men were 
arrested without incident after they exited the apartment from a back door.   Daniel Steven Sheerer and 
Tony Antwone Knotts are each charged with two counts of First-Degree Murder, one count each 
Robbery with a Dangerous Weapon, and one count each of Attempted Murder. According to a press 
release, the men subsequently confessed to breaking into several homes in the Union County area.   
Both men are being held without bond in the Union County Jail.  The names of the victims are being 
withheld until the families are notified.   Wingate University was on lockdown during the investigation. 
Union County law enforcement officials gave the "all clear" at Wingate at about 8:45 p.m., nearly two 
and a half hours after the lockdown was put into place.   Officials were working two crime scenes, one 
along E. Wilson Street, near the entrance to the College Park community, and another about two blocks 
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away on Zeb Goodman Road. East Wilson Street runs along Wingate's campus.  Wingate Police Chief  
Donnie Gray said it started when a Union County Sheriff's Deputy was flagged down on E. Wilson 
because of a vehicle stopped in the road near Burris Street.   The deputy found a man suffering from a 
gunshot wound. The man had collapsed off the roadway near the car. He was later pronounced dead.  A 
short time later, a driver who had been diverted on Zeb Goodman Road reported two other men lying 
near the entrance to Wingate University Lake.   Officers responded to the scene, where one of the men 
was pronounced dead and the other was airlifted to the hospital. Officials said both men had been shot.   
Hospital officials from Carolinas Medical Center-Union asked for additional law enforcement officers 
from the area after a shooting victim was brought to the hospital for treatment.  A spokesman for 
Carolinas Medical Center told WBTV this was done as a precautionary measure due to the shooting 
happening near campus, not due to an incident at the hospital.  This is common practice with these 
types of incidents.  That victim is reportedly being moved to Carolinas Medical Center-Main for 
additional treatment.  During the active investigation, Wingate University issued lockdown procedures 
for the main campus.   "Please remain calm," an alert sent to student on Wednesday evening stated. 
"Move to the nearest building and close and lock all doors and windows. Close all blinds and turn off the 
lights."  Just before 8:30 p.m. Wednesday night, Wingate University Tweeted that Wingate Police 
believed the assailants were not on the university's campus and the lockdown was a precaution.  The 
lockdown was lifted about 15 minute later.  "Law enforcement requests you stay away from the off-
campus crime scene east of campus," a message posted on the University's Facebook page stated on 
Wednesday night.  Police further said they did not believe any students were at-risk or involved in the 
shooting.  This is the second lockdown at the University in less than three weeks. On November 15, the 
campus was placed on lockdown after a student reportedly witnesses an altercation from her residence 
hall window. She believed one of the people involved pulled out a handgun during the incident. Campus 
was locked down while law enforcement from three separate agencies swept the campus.   Thursday 
morning, Wingate University President Jerry E. McGee released a statement about the two recent 
lockdown situations. You can read his full statement here.  

 

Dec. 13, 2013    

                                                                                                                                                                                               
An emergency call captured the chaos after a teen killed four bystanders on the side of the road while 
driving drunk. Dispatch: "Listen to me, is it just one vehicle?"  Caller: "No, there's four or five. There's 
another child in the ditch. They're gone! Come with me, come here, come here. Oh, my god, I need you 
to sit here and I need you guys to pray."  Ethan Couch, 16, killed four people in the crash in June. This 
week, he was sentenced to 10 years probation with no prison time. His bizarre defense was "affluenza," 
a lifestyle where wealth brought privilege and there were no consequences for bad behavior.   Notes 
from Couch's manslaughter trial were also released. They belong to the attorney for Eric Boyles, who 
lost his wife and daughter in the crash.   According to that attorney, Couch was caught fleeing on foot, 
about a quarter mile from the accident scene. He could be heard at the scene, the attorney's notes said, 
yelling to one of his passengers, "I'm Ethan Couch, I'll get you out of this."   In addition to four people 
killed, two of Couch's friends were thrown from the bed of the pickup, including Sergio Molina who is 
now paralyzed and had been in a coma.   His parents are suing Couch, his parents and the family 
business Cleburne Metal Works, which owned the Ford F-350 pickup truck Couch was driving.   Molina's 

http://www.wingate.edu/about-wingate/news/statement-from-president-mcgee
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parents are seeking as much as $20 million to care for their son in the future.  The complaint points out 
Couch had a history of arrests, including one where he pleaded no contest to charges of possessing and 
drinking alcohol.   That court date was just three months before the fatal wreck.   "There is a reason why 
we have jails, and it's to put people [there] and hold them accountable for their actions," radio host Ben 
Ferguson said.  Public outrage has continued to grow that Couch got a slap on the wrist for causing the 
deaths of four people.   Judge Jean Boyd is sending him to alcohol rehab with 10 years probation. 

 
 
Dec. 28, 2013 

Laurens County deputies said a 12-year-old girl has died after a shooting late Sunday night.  Authorities 
tell FOX Carolina that Hope Alexandria Fair died after being shot in the head at a home on Hanging Tree 
Road.    Hope was flown to Greenville Memorial Hospital, where she succumbed to her injuries.  
Deputies said a 15-year-old boy has been charged with involuntary manslaughter in Hope's death.  They 
say the 15-year-old-boy, Hope and another 13-year-old girl were at a residence on Hanging Tree Road in 
Fountain Inn without adults Sunday night.   Deputies say 911 dispatch first received a call around 6:30 
p.m. from the 15-year-old boy stating that he had walked into a room and found Fair with a gunshot 
wound to the head. Investigators say they then got a call from the 13-year-old witness who stated the 
gun was in the 15-year-old boy's hands when it went off, and he had ran outside to hide in the forest 
until deputies arrived.   Investigators say through their investigation they determined the boy was 
playing with the gun and was attempting to load a magazine when the gun accidentally went off, 
shooting Hope in the head.   Deputies say the boy had stolen the gun from his grandfather's vehicle.   
Hope's family says they are having a difficult time making sense of why this happened.   "Someone 
doesn't need to leave a gun laying out where kids can grab it," said Breanna Fair, the victim's sister.   
Deputies with the Laurens County Sheriff's Office, Coroner's Office, South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division and the Eighth Circuit Solicitor's Office are all investigating the case.  Authorities said the 
suspect has been taken to the Department of Juvenile Justice and is awaiting a court hearing.  Friends of 
the victim's family say a candlelight vigil will be held Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m. outside her school, 
Hickory Tavern Middle School.  

 
 
Dec. 29, 2013 

Deputies said three suspects are in custody after SWAT was called to assist the Greenville County 
Sheriff's Office warrants division on Monday.   Jonathan Smith of the sheriff's office said the warrants 
division was out looking for several people on outstanding warrants when they got a strong smell of 
marijuana near a home on Burbank Drive, off of South Fairfield Road.   Deputies then got a search 
warrant and when they showed up two of the three people took off running and were caught, the 
sheriff's office said.   The third person remained in the house and SWAT was called as a precautionary 
measure because one of the suspects had prior weapons charges, according to the sheriff's office.   FOX 
Carolina crews on the scene said SWAT arrived at 5:40 p.m. and they tried to communicate with the 
suspect.  The suspect was brought out of the house just after 6 p.m.   The suspects names are not being 
released at this time, the sheriff's office said.  
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Dec. 30, 2013 
 

Anderson Police said they are investigating a shooting on Monday night.  Lt. Mike Aikens said a 21-year-
old man was shot in the stomach at Fairview Gardens Apartments on Williamston Road, off Highway 29.  
Lt. Aikens said the victim had been involved in an altercation before the shooting happened.   Lt. Aikens 
said the victim was taken to the hospital by ambulance and was alert and talking when he was 
transported. He is in stable condition.   No arrests have been made. Police are interviewing witnesses 
and investigating leads.  

 
 
Dec. 30, 2013 
 

Anderson police are still looking for an armed robber on Monday night.  Police said that a man robbed 
the Little General store on Lee Street and indicated he had a weapon.   Lt. Mike Aikens said a police K-9 
tracked a scent for a while, but lost it. The suspect has not been found.  Anyone with information is 
asked to call 1-888-CRIME-SC. 

 


