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WCRB
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report
January 1 – March 31, 2020

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
January 20: Armani Rivas, Jadon Smith, and Layla Bermeo of the Museum of Fine Arts give 
details on the MFA’s 150th anniversary celebration that showcases the artistic and curatorial 
talents of young scholars from several local youth empowerment organizations. A culmination 
of a yearlong project, “Black Histories, Black Futures” is a show that features the work of artists 
of color from the museum’s collection, reframed through the vision of some of Boston’s teens 
of color. (18 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
February 24: Jay Winsen, Emily Stein, and Ryan McMahon discuss Massachusetts’s new 
distracted driving bill that went into effect on February 23rd. In the segment, topics include 
specifics of the bill, lobbying from advocacy groups and supporters, and the national public 
safety campaign headed by Harvard’s T.H. Chan School Center for Health Communication. (9 
minutes)

Government
January 13: Erin O’Brien, Associate Professor of Political Science at UMass Boston, talks about 
threats undermining voting. With many important elections coming up, anxiety about the 
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electoral system is front and center, and O’Brien discusses one organization’s ideas for reform. 
(12 minutes)

February 17: Arnie Arnesen and Paul Steinhauser dive into the New Hampshire presidential 
primary results. The group talks about the results and the national impact their surrounding 
stories could have. (9 minutes)

March 9: Erin O’Brien, Rob DeLeo, and Peter Ubertaccio join the program for an hour of insight 
and analysis of the Presidential primary election results following Super Tuesday. (50 minutes)

Medical/Health
February 10: Grace Sterling Stowell, E.J. Graff, and Janson Wu join the program for an LGBTQ 
news roundtable. Among the topics discussed are the United Methodist Church planning 
community conversations to discuss tension among congregations and bills that could bar 
transgender youths from receiving certain medical services and participating in school activities. 
(11 minutes)

March 23: Julio Ricardo Varela and Marcela Garcia join for a Latinx news roundtable. Among 
the topics discussed is the federal government declaring COVID-19 a national public health 
emergency, but that it was very late getting virus guidelines in Spanish. (10 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
February 3: Gin Dumcius, Seth Daniel, and Sue O’Connell join for a regional roundtable. They 
discuss the gentrification of Charlestown, and how it left the neighborhood’s lower income 
residents without crucial services such as laundromats. (6 minutes)

March 16: Joey Cuzzi and Bob Krajewski of the New England Center for Arts and Technology 
(NECAT), plus recent NECAT graduate Randy Brimley, talk about this organization that provides 
chronically unemployed adults with professional culinary and life skills training. NECAT places 
program graduates in kitchen jobs throughout Greater Boston. (11 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
January 13: Beth Daley, Dr. Aaron Bernstein, and Cabell Eames join for an environmental news 
roundtable. Among the topics discussed are how to take politics out of climate change, and 
rising sea levels in Boston’s disadvantaged neighborhoods. (25 minutes)

February 3: Gin Dumcius, Seth Daniel, and Sue O’Connell discuss recycling in Boston. Hauling 
away recyclables costs the city more than it does to haul away trash, and the group examines 
whether it’s worth it. (5 minutes)

Economy/Business
January 27: Bing Broderick, Misha Thomas, and John Lara of Roxbury’s Haley House Bakery Café 
talk about the restaurant’s temporary closing and vision re-modeling. The café will reopen with 
additional community space to better serve the physical and economic well-being of the 
community. (10 minutes)
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March 2: Nancy Nager, Vice President and President-Elect of the Boston Club, an organization 
invested in elevating women in all areas of the business world, is joined by corporate experts 
for a roundtable discussion about enhancing women’s presence in the workplace. The group 
analyzes whether past initiatives have been successful. (14 minutes) 

Family/Morality/Religion
February 10: Emily Mann, Diane Paulus, and Patricia Kalember talk about the local Cambridge 
American Repertory Theater’s new production of Gloria: A Life. The play chronicles the life of 
iconic feminist movement leader Gloria Steinem and the community of women who helped 
shape it. (9 minutes)

March 16: Dr, Debi LaPlante, Marlene Warner, and Ed Talbot talk about gambling addiction and 
how new casinos impact the individuals with this struggle. The Encore Boston Harbor casino is a 
new major one in Everett, and the group weighs whether more casinos will put residents at risk 
of developing gambling addictions. (7 minutes)

This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


