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WCRB 
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA 

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA 
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI 

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA 
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA 

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report 
October 1 – December 31, 2017 

 
 
Public Safety 
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience. 
 
News 
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues. 
 

News Stories of Community Interest 
 

Education/Youth/Schools 
October 16: A panel discusses a local girls’ volleyball team that joined the “#TakeAKnee” 
movement. Figures in sports have protested police behavior towards African-Americans by 
kneeling during the national anthem, and local youth groups are now following the lead. (5 
minutes) 
 
October 16: A panel discusses the lack of seatbelts on school buses. School buses currently do 
not have seatbelts, and it is a growing concern among parents of schoolchildren. (6 minutes) 
 

Public Safety/Crime 
October 9: Author and Georgetown law professor Paul Butler and founder of Prosecutor Impact 
Adam Foss discuss current events regarding police activity and the African-American 
community. (12 minutes) 

 
December 11: Gin Dumcius, Sue O’Connell, and Jennifer Smith talk about recent bicycling and 
bicycle-infrastructure-related issues in the Commonwealth. There is tension between 
automobile drivers and bicyclists, especially in more urban areas. (5 minutes)   
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Government 
October 23: Ryanne Olsen (executive director of Emerge Massachusetts), Victoria Budon 
(founder and executive director of the Women and Public Policy Program at the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government) and Annissa Essaibi-George (Boston City Councilor-At-Large) 
examine the challenges women face when running for public office. The group discusses both 
local and nationwide programs that assist women running for political offices. (16 minutes) 
 
November 6: A panel known as the “Massachusetts Politics Professors” discusses Donald 
Trump’s presidency one year after election. The group explores a wide variety of topics through 
both local and national lenses. (14 minutes) 
 

Medical/Health 
October 16: A group of local news experts talks about the growing concern of firefighters’ well 
being. Cancer at increasingly young ages has become a large issue among firefighters, and their 
harsh work environments expose them to many harmful substances. (5 minutes) 
 
November 13: Three local experts join in an LGBTQ+ roundtable, discussing a wide variety of 
topics including the reduction in funding for programs aimed at the eradication of HIV/AIDS. (11 
minutes) 
 
December 11: Gin Dumcius, Sue O’Connell, and Jennifer Smith explain Fenway Health’s new 
pilot program, which aims to reduce avoidable emergency room and hospital visits for LGBTQ+ 
patients with substance abuse and mental health issues. (6 minutes) 
 
 

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
November 20: A regional roundtable discusses the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe’s recent 
financial hardships. The local tribe is in debt, and is just one of the many nationwide who are 
facing financial difficulties. (6 minutes) 
 
November 20: Local experts explore Rhode Island’s proposed “Innovation District,” which has 
the stated goal of enhancing economic development, creating job opportunities, and 
encouraging architects and builders to create more modern buildings to attract newcomers. (5 
minutes)  
 

Environment/Ecology 
October 9: Berklee College of Music professor Steve Wilkes discusses his project “Hear the 
Forest,” an “audio time capsule” that explores the sounds of nature. Wilkes hopes this project 
will increase interest in local natural areas and encourage more people to become involved 
with preservation efforts. (7 minutes) 
 
December 18: Dave Spandorfer, Jules Pieri, and Glenn Whidden discuss a trend towards fair 
trade and social enterprise gifts. These gifts benefit people globally, such as assisting with clean 
water philanthropies. The trend is making an impact on start-ups, independent makers, and 
small businesses. (7 minutes) 
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Economy/Business 
October 16: Panelists discuss the renewal of the Upham’s Corner neighborhood of Dorchester. 
The community hopes to increase its presence as a thriving arts and cultural center. (9 minutes) 
 
November 27: Doug Rauch and Ismail Samad from Daily Table talk about their Dorchester 
grocery store and its mission to lower the number of food-insecure households in 
Massachusetts by offering healthful and fresh produce, proteins, and prepared meals and 
pantry staples to the community at radically reduced prices. (8 minutes) 
 

Family/Morality/Religion 
November 20: New Hampshire’s in-state college tuition is the highest in the nation. The cost of 
higher education takes a financial burden on families, and is an overwhelming concern for 
millions of Americans. (6 minutes) 
 
November 27: Authors Melody Warnick, Margot Kahn, and Kelly McMasters, who have recently 
written books on the theme of “home,” define what a “home” is. The group explores the 
theme, its cultural significance, and media portrayals of the concept of home. (11 minutes) 
 
December 4: Julio Ricardo Varela and Marcela Garcia join to discuss a variety of Latinx current 
events, including the state of bilingual education in the Commonwealth and the effect of DACA 
on local immigrants. (5 minutes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community. 


