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WCRB 
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA 

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA 
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI 

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA 
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA 

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report 
April 1 – June 30, 2017 

 
 
Public Safety 
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience. 
 
News 
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues. 
 

News Stories of Community Interest 
 

Education/Youth/Schools 
May 22: A regional roundtable discusses measures taken by the University of New Hampshire 
with recent incidents of racism and discrimination on campus. The members discuss the 
incidents at the school as representative of rising political tensions among citizens in the area. 
(7 minutes) 
 

Public Safety/Crime 
May 8: Emily Stein, President of the Safe Roads Alliance, Karen Twomey, spokesperson for 
AT&T, and Susan Moses from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health discuss how 
distracted driving has become an epidemic. The panel lists some measures that are being 
explored to stop the growing threat. (9 minutes) 
 
May 22: Freelance reporter Philip Eil, Paul Pronovost of the Cape Cod Times, and Arnie Arnesen 
of WNHN join to explain the embezzlement charges against City Council President Luis Aponte, 
and what measures are expected to be taken as punishment. (5 minutes) 
 

Government 
April 3: With growing national attention to immigration policies, a group of panelists discuss 
ICE’s new detainer policy, sanctuary cities, and racism issues in Boston. (8 minutes) 



WCRB 99.5 Quarterly Issues and Programs Report     April – June 2017 
  

2 

 
April 17: Gin Dumcius of MassLive, Sue O’Connell of NECN, and Seth Daniel of the Independent 
News Group join to bring the latest on Boston City Council elections and changes to 
courthouses. (5 minutes) 
 

Medical/Health 
April 17: A group of panelists take a look into traveling with medical marijuana on airplanes. 
The substance has been a hot topic for state governments, especially in regards to 
transportation across state lines. (5 minutes) 
 

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
June 12: Julio Varela, co-host of the In the Thick podcast and founder of website Latino Rebels, 
and Marcela Garcia, bilingual journalist and op-ed writer for the Boston Globe hold a Latinx 
roundtable to discuss Latinos in Boston’s workforce. (9 minutes) 
 

Environment/Ecology 
April 24: Chris O’Brien, CTO of Ivys Energy Solutions, and Charlie Myers, President of the 
Massachusetts Hydrogen Coalition talk about hydrogen fuel-cell electric cars and if they will 
grow in popularity on the roads in New England. (8 minutes) 
 
May 22: A panel talks about the ethics of coyote hunting on Cape Cod. Thousands have signed a 
petition to ban hunting trophy carnivores near seashore areas. (5 minutes) 
 

Economy/Business 
April 17: A group of reporters offers insight into the new park coming to the area under the 
highway in Boston’s South End. The park could result in further business expansion, bringing 
business interest into a relatively overlooked area of the city. (6 minutes) 
 
May 22: A regional roundtable talks about the Pawtucket Paw Sox receiving municipal support, 
and what this means for local and state governments. To keep the team in Pawtucket, financing 
from both the city and the state may necessarily become a part of their funding. (6 minutes) 

 
Family/Morality/Religion 

May 15: Professors from Wellesley College and UMass Boston discuss how pop culture has 
changed the way Americans view motherhood in America. (6 minutes) 
 
May 29: Colonel John J. Lindsay, V.P. of Operations at the Children of Fallen Patriots 
Foundation, and Danielle Phaneuf, Suffolk University student and scholarship recipient from the 
Foundation, talk about Gold-star Families and what is being done to take care of the children of 
those who are killed in action or on active duty. (11 minutes) 
 
June 19: Members from The Fatherhood Project, Fathers Uplift, and Harvard Medical School 
discuss the changing roles of fathers in America, how fatherhood is evolving as gender roles and 
families change, and how Millennial fathers view parenting. (7 minutes) 
 
This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community. 


