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WCRB
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report
October 1 – December 31, 2018

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
October 29: Marcela Garcia and Adriana Maestas join for a Latinx roundtable, discussing the 
current situation of deported parents being forced to leave their children behind, and the 
possibility of losing them to adoption. (6 minutes)

November 5: Arnie Arnesen, Philip Eil, and Patrick Cassidy discuss a bill that would be the first 
step in raising over $2 billion to fix a number of severe issues with school buildings. (5 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
December 31: Alyson Lowell lost her only child this past summer when a distracted driver 
struck her while looking at his phone. Lowell has joined the movement to encourage law-
makers to mandate the use of hands-free devices. (6 minutes)

Government
November 12: Erin O’Brien and Rob DeLeo dive into the Massachusetts midterm election 
results, examining Democrats’ newfound control of the House, the Massachusetts Democratic 
delegation being in position to take power, and the success of female candidates in this 
election. (18 minutes)
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Medical/Health
October 15: The Mass Politics Profs join to discuss Ballot Question One, which sets limits on the 
number of patients a nurse can have at one time. (7 minutes)

October 22: Dan Zotos, Judy Johanson, and Mike Belleville talk about the state’s unanimous 
passing of the “An Act relative to Alzheimer’s and related dementias in the Commonwealth” 
bill. The act requires training for healthcare professionals in dealing with patients suffering from 
Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia. (9 minutes)

November 26: Congo-born Jonathan Mande recently moved to the United States with no 
knowledge of the English language. Now, the Brookline-based percussionist is an education and 
mental health advocate, founding Drums and Wellness, in which he uses drumming as a form of 
therapy and a method to teach life skills such as listening and collaborating. (6 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
October 15: The Mass Politics Profs talk about the Merrimack Valley gas explosions, when 
several homes exploded as a result of a gas leakage. Staffing shortages are being brought into 
question, and politicians are questioning if regulations may have to be put in place – and the 
pros and cons of doing so. (6 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
November 5: Arnie Arnesen, Philip Eil, and Patrick Cassidy join for a news roundtable, talking 
about shark attacks in the state. Some officials are calling for measures to kill off seals to reduce 
sharks, thus decreasing the number of human/shark incidents. (7 minutes)

Economy/Business
December 31: Jenn Faigel, Executive Director of CommonWealth talks about her organization in 
Dorchester, a shared-kitchen space for fifty local culinary businesses and a place where 
entrepreneurs can learn about the food industry. Most of these local businesses are owned by 
women, people of color, and low-income residents. (7 minutes)

Family/Morality/Religion
October 8: As Columbus Day approaches, cities and towns in the state are making efforts to 
instead recognize Indigenous People’s Day. The holiday not only celebrates Native American 
heritage, but also offers an opportunity to highlight issues impacting Native American 
communities today. (8 minutes)

November 19: In tribute to the fiftieth anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination in 
1968, Rachel Gilmer of Dream Defenders and Alexandra Oliver-Dávila of Roxbury’s Sociedad 
Latina are carrying on the spirit of civil brotherhood. Their groups and programs work to enrich 
youth civil engagement. (5 minutes)

December 3: Grace Sterling Stowell and Jessica Halem discuss current events and issues in the 
transgender community. One of the focuses is peoples’ use of non-binary pronouns, and the 
spectrum of responses they receive, from full embrace to confusion and derision. (7 minutes)
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This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


