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WCRB
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report
October 1 – December 31, 2019

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
October 21: Lisa Freed, Andrew Deshenes, and Olu Ibrahim join for a discussion about STEM 
education – Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. Massachusetts has instituted a week-
long initiative, Mass STEM Week, aiming to get kids excited about STEM with a long-term goal 
of building a pipeline of skilled workers ready to join the ranks of its growing STEM workforce. 
(7 minutes)

November 4: Gin Dumcius, Seth Daniel, and Sue O’Connell offer their perspectives on 
Massachusetts colleges that have added topics in the business of marijuana to their course 
curricula. (5 minutes)

December 2: Massachusetts State Representative Andy Vargas and President of Project Bread 
Erin McAleer talk about how the organization has joined a bipartisan group of legislators 
pushing for a bill that would require schools to offer breakfast for several hours after students 
arrive. There are many low-income children who have long relied on a program that provides 
free or reduced lunch, but that doesn’t cover the kids who haven’t had breakfast. (10 minutes)
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December 29: Experts join for a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) education 
roundtable, this time focusing on women’s contributions to the field. The group also looks at 
how the course of history has short-changed women’s contributions, and what steps are being 
taken to correct this. (9 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
November 4: City Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George has proposed a commission that would take 
aim at Boston’s rising number of homeless children. This has future implications to decrease 
crime due to unstable social environments. A roundtable of local news experts weighs in and 
examines this initiative. (6 minutes)

Government
October 21: Boston City Council District 9 candidates Liz Breadon and Craig Cashman discuss 
their goals and platforms for the upcoming election. The candidates spoke to large and small 
issues facing the Allston-Brighton district. (12 minutes)

November 11: Political science professors Erin O’Brien, Luis Jimenez, and Maurice Cunningham 
discuss a wide variety of local government topics in this round-up. Current events include 
Boston voters embracing a historic slate of women and people of color and Senator Elizabeth 
Warren receiving a key presidential endorsement from Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley. (45 
minutes)

November 25: Arnie Arnesen and Paul Steinhauser offer a look into the New Hampshire 
primary. Among the topics are the jump in a statewide poll giving Mayor Pete Buttigieg a solid 
lead and how diversity could impact the primary vote. (14 minutes)

Medical/Health
November 18: Patricia Ramsden, Beverly Simonini, and Graham Chick discuss topic in the 
hospice and palliative care areas. November is Hospice and Palliative Care Awareness Month, 
and experts are hoping to promote family conversations about hospice. (27 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
November 18: Joey Cuzzi, Bob Krajewski, and Randy Brimley of the Boston-based New England 
Center for Arts and Technology talk about their organization. NECAT provides chronically 
unemployed adults with professional culinary and life skills training, placing them in kitchen 
jobs throughout Greater Boston. (11 minutes)

December 29: A roundtable joins for a discussion about disabled persons and the uphill battles 
they fight in employment. Recently, steps have been taken to make their contributions more 
accessible, but there is still a long way to go. (12 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
UTR did not cover any topics related to environment and ecology this quarter.
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Economy/Business
October 28: In a Halloween episode, local storeowners Eric Bornstein and Jeanne Keenan talk 
about the little-known costume making and selling business in the Boston area. The group also 
touches upon the negative impact large online retailers have had on the local costume 
businesses. (9 minutes)

November 4: Local reporters talk about the demolition of the historic Villa Victoria Arts Center. 
The beloved South End institution faces a plan to be torn down. (7 minutes)

Family/Morality/Religion
October 28: Grace Sterling Stowell, E.J. Graff, and Janson Wu join the program for an LGBTQ 
news roundtable. They discuss the statistical underrepresentation of LGBTQ people as 
registered voters and how effectively Massachusetts supports the growing demographic of 
LGBTQ high schoolers. (11 minutes)

This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


