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WCRB 
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA 

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA 
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI 

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA 
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA 

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2017 

 
 
Public Safety 
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience. 
 
News 
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues. 
 

News Stories of Community Interest 
 

Education/Youth/Schools 
January 30: A stretch of road in Boston’s South End, infamously referred to as “The Methadone 
Mile,” is having a negative impact on children in that neighborhood. Specifically, the drug abuse 
issues and homelessness associated with the area have spread into the educational campuses 
in the neighborhood, resulting in an unsafe environment. (Under the Radar, 5 minutes) 
 

Public Safety/Crime 
February 20: State Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz talks about the state of criminal justice reform in 
Massachusetts. Chang-Diaz explains that citizens have been demonstrating their frustration at 
sluggish efforts by local and state governments, and lists the specific measures many are 
looking to achieve. (Under the Radar, 11 minutes) 
 
February 20: Dan Conley, Suffolk County District Attorney, explains how drug abuse issues and 
murder rates have significantly decreased in Boston since the beginning of his public service in 
1993. Conley offers insight into exactly how this was accomplished, and how the city has 
benefited from the improvements. (Under the Radar, 6 minutes) 
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Government 
January 23: Erin O’Brien, Chair and Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Massachusetts, Boston, talks about Tito Jackson’s decision to run for Mayor of Boston. O’Brien 
explains how Jackson compares to current Mayor Marty Walsh, and historically what measures 
Boston mayoral candidates have employed to secure a victory. (Under the Radar, 8 minutes) 
 

Medical/Health 
January 9: Arnie Arnesen, host of The Attitude with Arnie Arnesen for WNHN-FM, discusses the 
misconceptions the public holds about Narcan, a medicine used to revive drug overdose 
victims, and how some may feel a false sense of comfort with the availability of the life-saving 
product. Arnesen explains that it is not a sure cure, that severe brain damage may still occur 
from the overdose, and that the victim still has addiction issues after revival. (Under the Radar, 
9 minutes) 
 
March 6: Mike Deehan from WGBH News discusses how President Trump has been working 
against recreational marijuana use, as he believes there is too high of a correlation with 
marijuana and opioid abuse to allow it; Massachusetts just passed a bill approving recreational 
use.  (Under the Radar, 3 minutes) 
 

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
February 27: Local experts talk about the ineffectiveness of the New Hampshire state 
government regarding food stamps. The roundtable explains that the government has accepted 
responsibility for its shortcomings, and questions what the government could do to enhance 
programs for other similar benefits. (Under the Radar, 5 minutes) 

 
 

Environment/Ecology 
January 9: Paul Pronovost, editor of the Cape Cod Times, discusses how local towns are voting 
in favor of plastic bag bans, and offers both the business and ecological implications of such 
bans. (Under the Radar, 6 minutes) 
 
January 30: A group of experts talk about Boston Mayor Marty Walsh’s climate change 
initiatives. The Mayor is looking to increase city efforts to slow climate change, and the group 
discusses the specific measures of his plan. (Under the Radar, 4 minutes) 
 

Economy/Business 
January 9: Philip Eil, Rhode Island-based freelance reporter, explains how New England’s job 
force has shifted from industrial manufacturing towards white-collar, college-degree-required 
employment, and the effects this trend has had on the region. (Under the Radar, 5 minutes) 
 
January 30: Gintautas Dumcius, State House Reporter for MassLIVE, explains the pros and cons 
of casinos being built in New England. Casinos could have both positive and negative effects on 
the economy, and there are various moral questions that also come into play. (Under the 
Radar, 8 minutes) 
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January 30: A group of panelists assesses the pros and cons of BYOB policies of restaurants in 
Boston. The group explains the interests and concerns of restaurant owners, patrons, and 
members of municipal governments. (Under the Radar, 6 minutes) 
 
February 27: A regional roundtable talks about Providence’s T.F. Green Airport and its measures 
to expand its presence as an air hub. The group explains that more business for the airport will 
result in a boost for the local economy. (Under the Radar, 4 minutes)  

 
 

Family/Morality/Religion 
February 6: Julio Varela, co-host of the “In the Thick” podcast and founder of the Latino Rebels 
website, and Marcela Garcia, bilingual journalist and op-ed writer for the Boston Globe, join to 
discuss how President Trump’s travel ban will affect Latino families in the Commonwealth. 
(Under the Radar, 9 minutes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community. 


