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January 1 – March 31, 2022

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special weather-
related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed school openings, 
school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and venue changes are also 
included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given approximately four times per hour, with 
each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts 
when the situation is of great significance to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program produced by 
WGBH News titled Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s stories that may have gone 
unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with host Callie Crossley of GBH News. The 
topics covered and the guests interviewed for the shows are included in the following partial list of 
issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
January 17: Jeanne Theoharis, distinguished professor of political science at Brooklyn College of the City 
University of New York; Diane McWhorter, 2002 Pulitzer Prize winner for General Nonfiction. As we 
approach Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, there's new evidence that the civil rights icon’s life and the civil 
rights movement have been willfully misinterpreted. This is part of what’s become a public battle over 
teaching the documented history of race in America. What is the impact of this campaign of 
disinformation on civil rights and race history in America? (26 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
January 17: Curtis Bunn, award-winning journalist at NBC NEWS BLK and the best-selling author of ten 
novels centering on Black life in America; Patrice Gaines, former Washington Post reporter and Pulitzer 
Prize finalist, and the author of a memoir; V.P. Franklin, distinguished professor emeritus of history and 
education at the University of California, Riverside. On this Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, we look at the 
legacy and future of the ongoing struggle for Black civil rights by the young people who have put it all on 
the line to lead it. (31 minutes)

Government
January 25: Erin O’Brien, associate professor of political science at the University of Massachusetts, 
Boston; Luis Jiménez, associate professor of political science at the University of Massachusetts, Boston; 
Jerold Duquette, associate professor of political science at Central Connecticut State University. Various 
topics are covered on this Mass Politics Profs roundtable. Voters will elect at least three new district 
attorneys in Massachusetts this year. Whoever wins will determine how nonviolent crimes are handled 
and influence long-term criminal justice reform. Plus, the doomed voting rights bills have sunk on 
President Biden’s watch. Does this set the tone for his second year in office? And Massachusetts’s 
seven-termed Secretary of State will face off against a formidable challenger, Boston NAACP 
President Tanisha Sullivan. (32 minutes)
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February 14: Sue O’Connell, political commentator, and analyst for NECN and NBC10 Boston, and co-
publisher of Bay Windows and South End News; Gin Dumcius, managing editor at the Dorchester 
Reporter. Various topics are included in a local news roundtable. Massachusetts is ending its school 
mask mandate after February vacation. Governor Baker's announcement comes after a growing number 
of Bay State cities have eased their restrictions and was met by anti-vax protestors. Also, there are more 
protests over plans to close Tufts Children’s Hospital. And the City of Boston has expanded its protected 
bike lane network, but not everyone is happy. (31 minutes)

February 28: Erin O’Brien, associate professor of political science at the University of Massachusetts, 
Boston; Jerold Duquette, associate professor of political science at Central Connecticut State University; 
Rob DeLeo, associate professor of public policy at Bentley University. This episode features an hour with 
the Mass Politics Profs. President Joe Biden flexes his foreign policy skills, imposing sanctions against 
Russia for invading Ukraine. Could this boost Biden’s popularity? Plus, a review of Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu’s first one hundred days in office. And pot dispensary owners are inviting Massachusetts 
gubernatorial candidates inside for an up-close look at the business. (57 minutes)

Medical/Health
February 7: Dr. Kevin Hill, addiction psychiatrist, director of the division of addiction psychiatry at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center, and associate professor of psychiatry at Harvard Medical School; 
Malaika Jones, co-founder of BROWN GIRL Jane, a Black woman-owned company that offers broad-
spectrum CBD products. CBD, short for cannabidiol, is a compound from the cannabis plant and does 
not produce a high. People can consume it, vape it, or apply it to skin. Manufacturers are putting CBD in 
everything from lattes to lotions. Proponents say that CBD helps manage many health conditions, 
especially pain and anxiety. But many researchers insist that the substance may not work, let alone be 
touted as a cure-all. Just what does the science say about CBD? And are CBD consumers right about its 
effectiveness? (27 minutes)

February 21: William Sargent, consultant for the NOVA science series, and author of twenty-seven 
books. Horseshoe crabs have special blood that has created a multimillion-dollar industry in 
pharmaceuticals. And they’re to thank, in part, for the development of the COVID-19 vaccine. But these 
“living fossils” are now threatened by overharvesting. What happens if we lose horseshoe crabs as a 
valuable resource? (22 minutes)

March 14: Dallas Ducar, founding CEO of Transhealth Northampton and nurse practitioner; Katie 
Wolf, COO of Transhealth Northampton. Just 40% of transgender people are "out" to all of their 
healthcare providers, according to the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey by the National Center for 
Transgender Equality. Many trans patients delay healthcare out of fear that their medical needs won't 
be met or respected. In Western Massachusetts, one rural clinic is providing healthcare that’s attracting 
people from all over New England. Transhealth Northampton wants to change primary care for its trans 
patients and reform the healthcare industry for good measure. Not only is it the first standalone trans 
medical and mental health care organization in the nation but it’s the first to be led by transgender 
medical professionals for patients who are part of the transgender community. (26 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
February 7: Julio Ricardo Varela, interim co-executive director of Futuro Media Group, co-host of the In 
the Thick podcast, and founder of Latino Rebels; Tibisay Zea, senior reporter at El Planeta in Boston. This 
week, it’s a Latinx roundtable. Included in the topics: many food delivery workers are Latino. They’re 
organizing to demand better wages and working conditions. (30 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
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January 10: Bryan Timko, CEO of Life Alive Cafe, which have served organic and plant-based meals in the 
Boston area since the early 2000s; Alicia Romano, registered dietitian at Tufts Medical Center, author, 
nutrition consultant, and fitness instructor. These days, going vegan is easier and tastier than ever. A 
booming variety of plant-based options are now available at grocery stores, restaurants, and even fast-
food chains. Bloggers, celebrities, and chefs are reinventing their menus and recipes to make veggies the 
delicious stars of the meal. And the plant-based movement is no longer just for the privileged, as 
affordable products have helped attract people with modest incomes. What's more, ordinary Americans 
are also touting other reasons to go plant-based: health, animal welfare, and sustainability. (32 minutes)

February 21: Dr. Aaron Bernstein, interim director of the Center for Climate, Health, and the Global 
Environment at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, pediatrician at Boston Children’s 
Hospital, and assistant professor of pediatrics at Harvard Medical School; Beth Daley, editor, and general 
manager at The Conversation U.S.; Sam Payne, digital organizer and communications specialist at the 
Better Future Project. Various topics are covered in an environmental roundtable. A cohort of young 
activists are using social media to inspire climate action. Plus, green transportation gets a boost in 
Massachusetts, with three free bus lanes in Boston and millions of dollars funding electric vehicle 
charging stations around the state. (35 minutes)

Economy/Business
March 7: Arnie Arnesen, host of The Attitude with Arnie Arnesen from WNHN; Tim White, Target 12 
investigative reporter for WPRI; Jennette Barnes, reporter and producer for CAI. Among the various 
topics in this regional news roundtable is the business of purchasing lobsters. American lobsters could 
soon be “red-listed,” wherein consumers and restaurants are banned from purchasing the crustacean. 
(32 minutes)

Family/Morality/Religion
March 14: Grace Sterling Stowell, executive director of the Boston Alliance of Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender Queer Youth, or BAGLY; Janson Wu, executive director of GLBTQ Legal Advocates and 
Defenders, or GLAD; E.J. Graff, journalist, author, and managing editor of The Monkey Cage at the 
Washington Post. Various topics are covered in an LGBTQ news roundtable. Florida’s newly passed 
“Don’t Say Gay” law is part of the rise of anti-LGBTQ legislation across the country. Plus, Massachusetts 
was the first state to legally recognize same-sex marriage, but it’s now the only New England state that 
hasn’t updated a law to give clear legal protections for LGBTQ parents. And Catwoman returns to the big 
screen in The Batman, portrayed as bisexual for the first time in film. (31 minutes)

This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive listing of 
programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


