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WCRB
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report
July 1 – September 30, 2019

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
July 29: Gin Dumcius, Seth Daniel, and Sue O’Connell talk about current events regarding the 
Harriet Tubman House in Boston. There is an emotional battle over the demolition and 
development of the historic social service center. (5 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
July 29: Lorenz Finison, public health consultant and bicycle historian, and Becca Wolfson, 
Executive Director of the Boston Cyclists Union, discuss a range of topics about bicycling in the 
Boston area. Local residents are responding to campaigns promoting bicycling as a greener 
alternative to transportation. (8 minutes)

September 9: A panel of local news experts join to talk about the risks posed by thousands of 
elevators in Massachusetts that are overdue for inspection. An elevator worker’s death at 
TripAdvisor has caused cities over the nation to refocus their attention. (7 minutes)
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Government
July 1: Erin O’Brien, Luis Jimenez, and Jerold Duquette join for a Mass Politics Profs episode, 
discussing the first Democratic primary debates of the 2020 election. Topics include both 
national and local current events, including the Boston City Council race. (18 minutes)

September 16: Preliminary municipal elections for Boston City Council are on September 24. On 
this week’s program, seven of the eight candidates for District 5 join to talk about their 
platforms in preparation for the election. (50 minutes)

September 23: Following up to last week’s special program, in preparation for the September 
24 Boston City Council preliminary municipal elections, five of the candidates running for 
District 8 join to talk about their candidacies and policies. (50 minutes)

Medical/Health
August 26: John “Doc” Willoughby, Editor of Seasoned, a new cooking magazine for adults over 
60, talks about his new magazine, published in Belmont, MA. Seasoned aims to inspire older 
adults to take ownership of their health and happiness through wholesome cooking practices. 
(14 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
July 29: In a collaboration between colleges throughout the nation and three in Boston, Lead 
for America is training young people to give back to their communities. Initiatives include 
military, government, and civil services, including working with intergenerational poverty 
issues. (6 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
September 9: It’s a local news round-up on this episode featuring Gin Dumcius, Seth Daniel, and 
Sue O’Connell. Included in this episode is the health of trees in Boston, which are both a public 
works and ecological topic. Several American Elms that have stood for 150 years are being cut 
down due to disease, and the group talks about this disease. (9 minutes)

Economy/Business
August 26: Former chef and co-founder of WhatsGood Matt Tortora talks about his local 
business, delivering groceries to users. WhatsGood offers convenience and direct ordering from 
local farmers and vendors, helping shed light on the importance of local produce. (7 minutes)

Family/Morality/Religion
July 15: Julio Ricardo Varela and Maria Cramer join the program for a Latinx current events 
segment. Included are the 2020 presidential primary and courses to win over Latino voters, ICE 
raids and detention center current events, and why the voices of Latino parents are missing 
from crucial Boston Public School decisions. (17 minutes)

September 30: In this edition of a Latinx news roundtable, discussed are several current events 
in the Latin-American community, including Latino city councilors running for election in Boston 
and driver’s licenses for undocumented residents. (14 minutes)
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This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


