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WCRB
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA

WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI
WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA

WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA
Quarterly Issues and Programs Report

April 1 – June 30, 2022

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special weather-
related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed school openings, 
school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and venue changes are also 
included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given approximately four times per hour, with 
each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts 
when the situation is of great significance to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program produced by 
WGBH News titled Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s stories that may have gone 
unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with host Callie Crossley of GBH News. The 
topics covered and the guests interviewed for the shows are included in the following partial list of 
issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
April 11: Anjalequa Leynneyah Verona Birkett, Boston’s 2022 Youth Poet Laureate; Adael Francisco-
Mejia, Worcester’s 2022 Youth Poet Laureate; Danielle Jones, poet, educator, and Mass Poetry’s 
program director. We’re marking this National Poetry Month by looking at our next generation of local 
poets. Who are the young writers and lyrical wordsmiths shaping the newest wave of poetry? And what 
about Massachusetts’ poetry scene, which is rapidly expanding across the state? (31 minutes)

May 30: Napoleon Jones-Henderson, Roxbury-based artist, educator, and mentor who creates works on 
Pan-Africanism and racial justice; Jeffrey De Blois, assistant curator and publications manager for 
the Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston who organized the “I Am As I Am—A Man” exhibit. Roxbury 
artist Napoleon Jones-Henderson’s life’s work has been dedicated to ‘’the beauty of Black culture.” 
More than fifty years ago, Jones-Henderson joined with members of the Chicago art collective 
AfriCOBRA, committed to using their art to empower Black communities. But it was during his decades-
long career in Boston where he flourished, creating his African inspired mixed media pieces. Now his 
colorful and expressive work is on display at Boston’s Institute of Contemporary Art in a new exhibit: “I 
Am As I Am—A Man.” (23 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
April 4: John Valverde, president and CEO of the global nonprofit YouthBuild USA; Dehlia Umunna, 
clinical professor of law at Harvard Law School and the Faculty Deputy Director of the law school’s 
Criminal Justice Institute; Reginald Dwayne Betts, a poet, a lawyer, a 2021 MacArthur Fellow, and the 
founder of Freedom Reads. The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world; two 
million people are in the nation’s prisons and jails. According to The Sentencing Project, a research and 
advocacy center, that’s a 500% increase over the last 40 years at an annual cost of $80 billion. More 
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recently, the formerly incarcerated have become major voices in the reform movement. How can their 
leadership help shape the effort to fix the broken system? (35 minutes)

May 23: Debby Irving, racial justice educator and author of Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the 
Story of Race; Dr. Jacqueline Battalora, attorney and professor of sociology at Saint Xavier University, 
Chicago, author of Birth of a White Nation: The Invention of White People and Its Relevance Today, and 
former Chicago police officer. It may be hard to believe, but just two years ago this week, demonstrators 
across the country took to the streets to protest George Floyd’s death at the hands of then-Minneapolis 
police officer Derek Chauvin. Notably, the overwhelmingly multiracial crowds included significant 
numbers of white people, some moved to act against racism for the first time. We’re re-airing our 
conversation examining the stages of becoming a white anti-racist and questioning if white privilege can 
get in the way. (30 minutes)

May 23: Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, founder of Boston University’s Center for Antiracist Research, a best-selling 
author, and named to the 2021 class of MacArthur “Genius Fellows." Many are still reeling from the 
murder of ten African Americans gunned down in a predominately Black neighborhood in Buffalo, NY 
this month. Authorities say it was a racially motivated hate crime, which has stirred a national 
conversation about race and racism, much like the response after the death of George Floyd. To mark 
this second anniversary and the recent Buffalo murders we’re re-airing our conversation with America's 
leading anti-racist scholar. (27 minutes)

Government
May 2: Arnie Arnesen, host of The Attitude with Arnie Arnesen from WNHN in New Hampshire; Ted Nesi, 
politics and business editor, and Target 12 investigative reporter for WPRI in Rhode Island; Steve Junker, 
managing editor of news for CAI in Cape Cod. This week, it’s a regional news roundtable. Citizens are 
united in vocal opposition to a proposed new machine gun range. Plus, do people care if political 
candidates are practically brand-new residents in their state? And a bill would throw away the ballots of 
voters who fail to provide IDs within ten days of an election. (32 minutes)

Medical/Health
May 16: Boston-based pediatrician Mark Vonnegut has seen a lot during his forty years practicing 
medicine. His latest book, The Heart of Caring: A Life in Pediatrics, is both a love letter to the profession 
and a critical look at the problems plaguing the healthcare industry. What’s the state of healthcare in 
America today, and how can it improve? (25 minutes)

June 27: Eric Malafeew, co-founder of VirZoom, the makers of VZfit, a virtual reality exercise software; 
Andrea Cirelli, CEO and owner of 4XVR, a virtual reality gaming arcade; Amir Madmoune, Wheaton 
College student who has used virtual reality games to lose weight. During the early part of the 
pandemic, exercisers hiked and biked as an outdoor escape from the lockdown. As the lockdown 
continued, sales of the pricey and popular Peloton stationary bikes skyrocketed. Exercise consumers 
looking for less expensive options kept moving, attending internet classes on body building, yoga, and 
old-fashioned aerobics. Now many of them are looking to expand their options with a different kind of 
digital exercise: virtual reality. (23 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
May 16: Jessica Kim, co-founder of ianacare, a Boston-based startup that provides tech-enabled 
caregiver support through employers and health plans; Joe Carella, executive director of 
the Scandinavian Living Center, an assisted-living facility specializing in community-centered living in 
Newton, MA; Marlena del Hierro, a gerontologist and VP of partnerships at Seniorly, an online platform 
providing access and insight to thousands of senior living communities across the country. The pandemic 
has accelerated the systemic problems elders face such as nursing home shutdowns and the ever-
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increasing price tag that comes with such care. The group looks at specific ways to improve the systems 
and culture that support and sustain elders. (32 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
April 18: Beth Daley, Editor and General Manager of The Conversation US; Cabell Eames, Political 
Director of Better Future Project, a Massachusetts-based grassroots climate-action organization; Dr. 
Aaron Bernstein, Interim Director of The Center for Climate, Health, and the Global Environment at the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, pediatrician at Boston Children’s Hospital, and an Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School. This week, it’s an environmental roundtable. Earth 
Day is right around the corner, but we’re far from putting Mother Earth first, according to the latest U.N. 
climate change report. Plus, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu has approved twenty all-electric public-school 
buses. Will a proposed new state Senate bill guarantee a whole fleet of electric MBTA buses? Plus, 
environmentalists are getting pumped up over heat pumps: they're touted as a cleaner and more 
efficient way to heat and cool your home, and a way of reducing reliance on Russian gas or propane. (32 
minutes)

April 25: Grace Elton, CEO of the New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill, a nonprofit organization 
and 171-acre garden in Boylston, MA; Tom Brady, an arborist and the tree warden and conservation 
administrator for the city of Brookline, MA; Lucy Hutyra, scientist and professor in the Department of 
Earth and Environment at Boston University. This year marks the 150th anniversary of the first Arbor 
Day. Massachusetts will observe the day on April 29th with environmental professionals leading mass 
tree-plantings and educational programming for the community. Three local professionals in forestry, 
horticulture, and ecology joined us to talk about trees’ crucial role in the ecosystem. (31 minutes)

June 27: Carolyn Dykema served as state representative of the 8thMiddlesex District in Massachusetts 
until February, and as Northeast policy director at Nexamp, a solar energy company; Mary Duane, 
president of the Massachusetts Beekeepers Association, beekeeper for over 20 years; Noah Wilson-Rich, 
CEO and co-founder of The Best Bees Company, a Boston-based company that installs and maintains 
honeybee hives in urban centers across the country. Today is the last day of Massachusetts Pollinator 
Week, a time when advocates raise awareness about the vital role that bees, and other pollinators, play 
in our lives. In Massachusetts alone, colonies of bees dropped by 47% in 2021, according to Bee 
Informed Partnership. That's why last year, Massachusetts took steps to protect pollinators, becoming 
the first state in the country to regulate a specific harmful pesticide. Meanwhile, local beekeepers have 
become a political force in the state, teaming up with scientists, policymakers, and everyday people to 
save the bees. (34 minutes)

Economy/Business
May 9: Claire Oliverson, U.S. head of marketing for Too Good To Go; Ben Schafer, project manager of 
retail initiatives and operations at Peet’s Coffee. Too Good To Go is an app that connects consumers 
with surplus food from local eateries that would otherwise be tossed and sells it at a steeply discounted 
price. The app launched in Boston at the start of the pandemic, with a mission to reduce food waste and 
improve sustainability. (19 minutes)

Family/Morality/Religion
April 18: Carol Ward, executive director of the Lexington Historical Society; Sean Osborne, founder and 
past president of the Association of Black Citizens of Lexington and a Lexington Historical Society board 
member. Lexington, MA, the “birthplace of American liberty,” did not guarantee liberty and justice for 
all. A new initiative by the Lexington Historical Society has uncovered more details about slavery’s 
presence in colonial Lexington. For the first time, the society will have materials that include the new 
research this Patriots’ Day. The goal is for visitors to understand that what many call the “cradle of 
liberty” was indeed home to enslaved Black people. (25 minutes)
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May 9: Dave Shevett, resident and one of the founders of Mosaic Commons, a co-housing 
neighborhood, part of the Sawyer Hill Ecovillage in Berlin, MA; Sarah Heile, resident of Camelot Co-
housing, also part of the Sawyer Hill Ecovillage in Berlin, MA; Steve Chiasson, resident of Belfast Co-
housing and Ecovillage in Belfast, ME. COVID-19 might make all the headlines, but another crisis is afoot: 
loneliness. Pandemic-times have only exacerbated chronic loneliness by creating a world of isolation and 
social distancing. Can ecovillages — a unique model fostering community and connection — be one 
answer? These communities are designed to integrate sustainability into all aspects of community living 
and to create strong bonds between neighbors who all collaborate in the decision-making for the group. 
(38 minutes)

June 20: Kahina Van Dyke, owner of Narragansett House, in Dunmere by-the-Sea and Inkwell Beach 
House in Oak Bluffs, and creator of the Martha’s Vineyard Juneteenth Jubilee; Skip Finley, author, writer, 
and one of the organizers of Martha’s Vineyard Juneteenth Jubilee, director of sales and marketing for 
the Vineyard Gazette Media Group; Nicole McClain, founder and president of the Northshore 
Juneteenth Association. The country's recent racial reckoning has sparked a renewed interest in 
Juneteenth — nearly every state in the country recognizes the holiday, and this year many employers 
gave staffers the day off. But there is alarm that broader embrace of the holiday has sparked the worst 
kind of exploitive marketing and promotion. Local observances, however, are lifting up the meaning of 
Juneteenth and connecting the historic event to today’s racial reckoning. (32 minutes)

This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive listing of 
programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


