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WCRB
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report
April 1 – June 30, 2019

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
May 20: Arnie Arnesen, Philip Eil, and Paul Pronovost offer a look into the Community College 
of Rhode Island and the first set of graduates to complete its tuition-free program. (7 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
April 1: David Howse and Eve Bridburg from Eggs and Social Justice join for a race relations 
discussion. Groups throughout the country are developing authentic dialogue through cross-
racial friendships, and the two talk about what can result nationally and locally. (9 minutes)

Government
April 21: Erin O’Brien, Rob DeLeo, and Jerold Duquette form a Massachusetts Politics 
roundtable. They discuss 2020 presidential candidates, particularly former MA Governor Bill 
Weld, and how the 2019 Boston City Council election will affect the 2021 Mayoral race. (14 
minutes)
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Medical/Health
May 13: Dr. Kim Bergman joins for a segment on gestational surrogacy. Because of 
advancements in medical technology and awareness about infertility, more people are turning 
to third-party reproductive methods as well as gestational surrogates. (10 minutes)

June 24: Russ Lopez, Boston History Project board member and Boston-based author, shares his 
expertise on national and local LGBTQ history and current events, just in time for Boston’s Pride 
celebration. Also joining is Harold Du-Four Anderson, program director at New Hope 
Transitional Support in Weymouth, and former Boston AIDS Action Committee multicultural 
liaison. (9 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
May 20: About 80% of New Hampshire residents support New Hampshire’s paid family leave 
program, but the state is stuck in a political stalemate over the policy. (6 minutes)

May 20: Arnie Arnesen, Philip Eil, and Paul Pronovost discuss a new program at several colleges 
in Massachusetts. The colleges are training a new generation of local offshore wind industry 
workers. (7 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
April 21: Senator Ed Markey has declared this the era of the Green New Deal. A panel discusses 
how climate change will play into the fates of 2020 presidential candidates. (7 minutes)

June 3: Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu, State Director of Environment Massachusetts Ben 
Hellerstein, and COO and co-founder of Bootstrap Compost Igor Kharitonenkov talk about how 
millennials are driving a climate revolution as business owners and elected officials. A group in 
Massachusetts is campaigning to transition the state to 100 percent renewable energy by 2050. 
(7 minutes)

Economy/Business
April 29: Dr. Debi LaPlante, Marlene Warner, and Ed Talbot talk about Everett’s Encore Boston 
Harbor resort. The state’s third casino is set to open in June, and the group discusses a range of 
topics, including gambling addiction. (7 minutes)

May 13: Restaurant owners Blonde Beauchamp, Emily Chin, and Margarita Carreto discuss how 
their family recipes became catalysts for their own restaurants, and their experiences with 
becoming members of the local restaurant economy. (6 minutes)

May 20: Jules Pieri, CEO of The Grommet, discusses her greater-Boston-based small-maker 
marketplace. Since 2008, over 3,000 consumer products have launched on her platform. She 
also discusses her book, in which she explains the factors that can help small makers to be 
competitive in a marketplace ruled by big retailers. (9 minutes)
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Family/Morality/Religion
May 6: Grace Sterlin Stowell and Sue O’Connell are part of a roundtable discussion on a number 
of LGBTQ+ issues and current events, including Massachusetts’ recent ban on gay conversion 
therapy for minors, and a new survey that reveals that 51% of people of color experience 
discrimination within the LGBTQ+ community. (14 minutes)

This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


