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Quarterly Issues and Programs Report
July 1 – September 30, 2021

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special weather-
related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed school openings, 
school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and venue changes are also 
included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given approximately four times per hour, with 
each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts 
when the situation is of great significance to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program produced by 
WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s stories that may have gone 
unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The 
topics covered and the guests interviewed for the shows are included in the following partial list of 
issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
July 26: Rachel Antonio of the Perkins School for the Blind, senior student Matteo Faso, and school 
mother Michelle Contey. Students and teachers had their worlds flipped upside down last year when the 
pandemic forced most to swap chalkboards for Zoom screens. A large part of teaching online, for many, 
became visual. But what about the challenges of online learning for those who are visually impaired or 
blind? Our neighbors at Perkins School for the Blind, in Watertown, had to think quickly about ensuring 
their students still received a quality education and maintained community when they went remote. A 
sense of touch is fundamental to those without a sense of sight. So how did Perkins students, teachers 
and parents manage in a world that was suddenly physically distant? (26 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
August 9: Arnie Arnesen of WNHN, Ted Nesi of WRPI, and George Brennan of the Martha’s Vineyard 
Times. While Massachusetts debates vaccine and mask mandates, New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu 
signed a bill into law last week that supporters say establishes "medical freedom." Residents in the state 
who are not vaccinated against COVID-19 can still access public facilities and services, under the new 
law. The law states that all residents have the “natural, essential and inherent right to bodily integrity, 
free from any threat or compulsion by government to accept an immunization.” But our guest Arnie 
Arnesen thinks that it will create greater levels of vulnerability, based on the politics of the legislature 
and the governor. "It is not about science, it is not about health, it is all about politics." Other topics on 
our Regional Roundtable this week include a potential hate crime on Martha's Vineyard and regional 
home-seekers buying up Rhode Island property. (31 minutes)
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Government
September 20: Julio Ricardo Varela of Futuro Media Group, and Tibisay Zea of El Planeta. At-large city 
councilors Michelle Wu and Anissa Essaibi George topped the field in Tuesday's preliminary Boston 
mayoral race. How did Greater Boston's Latino voters impact the election results? And, as the COVID-19 
Delta variant spreads, so too does disinformation about COVID among Spanish-language sites. Plus, 
National Hispanic Heritage Month kicked off last week, but critics say it needs a rebrand. That and more 
on our Latinx roundtable. (35 minutes)

Medical/Health
August 30: David Gessner, author and professor at UNC – Wilmington. You may not think you have too 
much in common with Henry David Thoreau — an American naturalist, author and philosopher from the 
1800s who spent two years living in the woods around Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts. 
Suddenly, his experience as the original “social-distancer” seems quite relevant. The famous New 
Englander had a poignant appreciation for nature — something many of us rediscovered this year as the 
world closed and people went outside to smell the flowers and to admire the wildlife that reclaimed 
parts of our towns and cities as human traffic decreased. Author David Gessner is inspired by Thoreau. 
On Under The Rader, he discusses his latest book, Quiet Desperation, Savage Delight: Sheltering with 
Thoreau in the Age of Crisis, and how he finds insight about living through a pandemic from the man 
who self-isolated in a hut in the woods. (24 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
September 27: Bryan Hancock of McKinsey & Company, Debbie Lovich of Boston Consulting Group, and 
Dena Upton of Drift. Up until 18 months ago, "9 to 5" was how millions of Americans went to work. But 
COVID-19 upended tradition, forcing many of us out of the office and back home working remotely. 
That’s been enough time for companies to see the pros and cons of remote work, and to start crafting 
future-of-work plans. Many workers expected to return to the office this fall, but both the Delta variant 
and rising demand for remote jobs have made employers reconsider. How will employers and 
employees find a balance? And, just what does the future of work look like locally and beyond? (32 
minutes)

September 27: Brie Reynolds of Flexjobs, and Matthew Moll of Peabody PREP. If the pandemic taught us 
anything, it’s that a lot of people love working remotely. Sure, many people might miss in-person 
meetings, and look forward to hallway chats again. But others who have experienced the flexibility that 
remote work provides don’t want to give it up. Major companies, like Facebook, Twitter, and Spotify, 
have embraced this — now allowing employees to work remotely, permanently. But as we enter fall, 
other businesses are calling their employees back into the office. How many are willing to quit their jobs 
to find permanent remote work?

Environment/Ecology
July 12: Bren Smith of GreenWave and Jon Friedman of Freight Farms. Digging in the dirt and pulling up 
weeds is so last century. Whatever you thought about farming is being reimagined, with a new 
generation plowing the industry into the future. The tools and rural open spaces — which have so long 
defined traditional farming — are being left behind. More and more, today's farms are in urban areas — 
with vertical farming taking agriculture to new heights, while ocean farming expands the industry’s 
depths — all in a sustainable manner. (33 minutes)

July 26: Dr. Aaron Bernstein of the Center for Climate Health, and the Global Environment at Harvard; 
Dr. Heather Goldstone of the Woodwell Climate Research Center; and Sam Payne of the Better Future 
Project. Today on Under the Radar: Climate deniers are on the hot seat, as temperatures soar and 
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extreme weather blows through communities across the country. Plus, oil pipelines are on pause — or 
shut down completely — including the infamous Keystone XL pipeline. And a history-making 
appointment, as the first African American is named to lead the U.S. Forest Service. Those stories and 
more on our environmental roundtable. (31 minutes)

August 30: Maria Vasco of Uvida, Simon Metcalf of Sunrise Boston, and Haylay Gambone of Divert. 
“Code Red" – that's the alarming state of our planet's health, according to a United Nations climate 
change report, published this month. The old slogan “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” doesn’t hold up to such 
dire news. And it’s recently become clear that recycling is a glaringly broken system in our country. Only 
8% of plastic waste gets recycled in the United States, according to 2017 EPA report. So, what are we to 
do? Maybe it’s time to start practicing ‘reducing’ and ‘reusing’ instead of ‘recycling’? If anyone’s going 
to, it’ll be Generation Z, whose generation could come to become known as Gen-ZeroWaste, since so 
many are adopting zero waste practices. From viral zero-waste-themed TikToks to internet-famous zero-
waste bloggers, millennials and Gen-Zers are popularizing the waste-free lifestyle movement. And local 
efforts here in Massachusetts are leading the way. (33 minutes)

Economy/Business
July 5: Marty Miserandino of Fit Werx, Tom Rodi of Parlee Cycles, and Becca Wolfson of Boston Cyclists 
Union. A bicycling boom that emerged during the height of pandemic is still going strong, as people 
search for a socially distanced outlet for recreation and a safer mode of transportation. Most bike stores 
are besieged by the demand from would-be bike buyers for just about anything on two wheels. 
Mechanics, too, are overwhelmed by massive waitlists of customers’ requests for a tune-up on their old 
bikes -- some of which have been dragged out from the basement for the first time in years. Three local 
cycling experts gave us the low-down on how a 19th century wheeled invention is leaving a lot of 
modern-day Teslas in the dust. (33 minutes)

July 19: Bethany Van Delft of Artisanal Comedy and Kelly MacFarland of the Women in Comedy Festival. 
For over a decade, the Women in Comedy Festival in Boston has been closing the gender gap in comedy 
by highlighting women across comedic platforms. Nationally known stars headline the festival, like 
Wanda Sykes and Nikki Glaser, alongside local favorites. But, due to COVID-19, the festival has been 
cancelled for the last two years, while comedy clubs shuttered and local comedians found themselves 
without any in-person gigs. So, what is the state of comedy like now in Massachusetts as we emerge 
from the pandemic? In a year of such loss, increased violence against Asian Americans, and police 
brutality against Black lives, is it even okay to be funny? (32 minutes)

Family/Morality/Religion
September 6: Amaney Jamal of Princeton University, Malika Bilal of Al Jazeera, and Fatema Ahmad of 
the Muslim Justice League. Once it was clear that the 9/11 hijackers were Muslim, American Muslims 
became targets 20 years ago. The pain and anger of the tragedy drove ongoing suspicion and 
misconception of Islam. Has public perception towards Muslims shifted, as the 20-year marker of 9/11 
approaches? Under the Radar is examining the systemic and structural racism against Muslims that has 
long been embedded in the U.S. (27 minutes)

This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive listing of 
programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


