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WCRB
WCRB – 99.5 Lowell, MA

W242AA – 96.3 Beacon Hill, MA
WJMF – 88.7 Smithfield, RI

WGBH – 89.7 HD-2 Boston, MA
WCAI – 90.1 HD-2 Woods Hole / Martha’s Vineyard, MA

Quarterly Issues and Programs Report
April 1 – June 30, 2020

Public Safety
WCRB provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all special 
weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. Delayed 
school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event cancellations and 
venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given 
approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 15 seconds in length.) The 
station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great significance 
to the listening audience.

News
Each Monday morning, airing at 2:00am and running for one hour, WCRB airs a program 
produced by WGBH News called Under the Radar, an in-depth look at some of the week’s 
stories that may have gone unnoticed in the news cycle. Local experts join as panelists with 
host Callie Crossley of WGBH News. The topics covered and the guests interviewed for the 
shows are included in the following partial list of issues.

News Stories of Community Interest

Education/Youth/Schools
May 25: Dr. Delaney Ruston and Leah Plunkett explore the impact that additional screen time 
can have on children. With the pandemic, efforts such as online school lessons are just one of 
the causes of additional screen time, and the experts discuss privacy implications as well. (11 
minutes)

June 14: Gin Dumcius, Seth Daniel, and Yawu Miller join the program for a current events local 
news roundtable, discussing the reopening of childcare providers under Phase 2 of 
Massachusetts’s reopening plan. Will new health guidelines force many childcare centers to 
close? (14 minutes)

Public Safety/Crime
May 25: In an LGBTQ+ news roundtable, panelists discuss Boston Pride’s 50th anniversary 
celebration being postponed to next year due to the pandemic. (9 minutes)

June 15: Local experts discuss police protests in the area. With street demonstrations calling for 
police reform, faculty at UMass Boston are protesting local police using the campus as a staging 
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area. Also discussed were generational differences leading to two very different vigils for 
George Floyd in Everett. (12 minutes)

Government
May 11: As part of a regional news roundtable, local news experts explore pros and cons of 
mail-in voting. Any New Hampshire voter can cast an absentee ballot now because of the 
pandemic, but other New England state election officials are not yet ready to sign off on mail-in 
voting. (6 minutes)

June 1: Erin O’Brien, Shannon Jenkins, and Peter Ubertaccio are panelists on a Massachusetts 
Politics Professors’ roundtable. Among the topics are updates to mail-in voting efforts due to 
social distancing, and the Senate race candidates working online instead of in person to get 
voters’ attention. (50 minutes)

June 8: Jean-Luc Pieriet, Darren Lone Fight, and Talia Landry join for a Native American news 
roundtable. The pandemic has highlighted underreported current events in Native American 
communities including ongoing tensions around sovereignty, the federal fight over Mashpee 
Wampanoag reservation lands, and financial crises from the shutdown of tribal casinos. All of 
these occur as indigenous communities fight for the recognition that would bring financial 
resources and other much-needed support. (38 minutes)

Medical/Health
April 13: Liz O’Donnell and Chad Burns join twenty-year-old Lexington native Logan Wells, who 
developed and created the CareZare app. Wells created the app after realizing round-the-clock 
care for his grandmother, who has Alzheimer’s disease, could be streamlined with technology, 
and now other caregivers are relying on the app. (8 minutes)

May 18: Michael Sheeley and Amy Rose Taylor of Nurse-1-1 talk about their local telemedicine 
startup. Use of telemedicine has seen a surge during the pandemic as the need for social 
distancing remains strong, and the website has provided a useful resource. (12 minutes)

May 25: Grace Sterling Stowell, Janson, Wu, and Sue O’Connell form an LGBTQ+ news 
roundtable. In this portion of the roundtable, the group discusses how the COVID-19 pandemic 
forced an end to a long-held policy blocking gay men from donating blood to hospitals. (9 
minutes)

June 15: Dr. Erin Bromage and Marissa Goldstein talk about facemasks, the main tool scientists 
agree is crucial to stopping the spread of coronavirus. The conversation includes how to weed 
through the flood of face mask information, how the garment industry is using fashion and 
function to make their masks stand out, and whether face coverings will become an integral 
part of our culture. (23 minutes)

Employment/Unemployment/Poverty
May 11: A panel discusses Rhode Island’s simultaneous spike in unemployment claims and 
uptick in ID fraud. (7 minutes)
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May 11: The aforementioned news roundtable also explains the pandemic’s effect on Cape and 
Islands businesses. The summer season is crucial to the economy and employment in the area, 
and they discuss how the region is preparing. (5 minutes)

Environment/Ecology
April 20: With Earth Day’s 50th anniversary is this April, a panel examines current environmental 
news through the lens of the COVID-19 pandemic. (35 minutes)

Economy/Business
May 11: Doug Rauch and Arzum Akkas talk about the adverse effect the pandemic has had on 
farmers. After losing much business from restaurants and hotels being closed, produce has 
commonly been either plowed over or left to rot because of the decreased demand. (10 
minutes)

June 22: A bicycling boom has emerged amid the pandemic as people search for a socially 
distanced outlet for recreation and an alternative to public transit. Most bike stores are 
besieged by the demand, and mechanics are overwhelmed by massive waitlists of tune-ups. (16 
minutes)

Family/Morality/Religion

April 27: Reverend Gloria White-Hammond, Rabbi Jeffrey Summit, Dr. Celene Ibrahim, and Greg 
Epstein discuss faith, religion, and purpose during the COVID-19 pandemic. Community 
celebrations of Ramadan, Passover, and Easter this year looked very different from the 
traditional settings and rituals, which center large gatherings as a major aspect of these 
holidays. (14 minutes)

June 8: Debby Irving and Dr. Jacqueline Battalora host a conversation detailing the death of 
George Floyd and high-profile acts of racism committed against black people. The segment 
highlights how white people can be part of the demand for justice and how to act as a force for 
change. (16 minutes)

This listing is illustrative of programs aired on WCRB and is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of programs responsive to issues of relevance to the community.


