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OCTOBER 1-DECEMBER 31, 2021

SECTION I.  Issues

KSEN/KZIN have identified the following issues and significant issues facing our community in 
this quarter

A. City Updates: From water issues to council meetings these topics are always of concern 
to our local community. 

B. Legislative Update: Our local representatives update what is going on with the borders. 

C. Toole County Update: From to county taxes to wildlife issues, our community has 
received many local updates. 

D. Community Needs:  This is a topic that can be broken down into two groups.  Local 
residents who are in need of assistance from medical needs to emotional support and 
local residents who find it important to assist those in needs and events to make the 
communities stronger.

E. Agricultural Concerns: Drought and shortage of hay and the issues with lack of food and 
support needed for cattle.

SECTION II: Responsive Programs

 “This, That, and the Other” (T.T.O.) is a locally produced program that features 15-minute 
segments on the above issues as detailed below.

10/4/2021 9:05 AM MAYOR 
City of Shelby Update, Infrastructure.  Our guest was Shelby Mayor Gary McDermott. He 
explained how the problematic drainage at the bottom of 6th Ave. So. in Shelby had been paved 
because the contractor had trucks on the way and was ready to go, but the mayor noted that 
there were still problems with drainage and groundwater and a cut out would probably have to 
be done later to make repairs.  The mayor also gave a rundown of the City Council agenda and 
discussed other ongoing issues.

10/15/2021 9:05 AM TOOLE COUNTY UPDATE
Toole County Update, Local elections. Our guest was Treva Nelson, the Toole County Clerk & 
Recorder. With the Nov. 2nd election coming up quickly, Treva discussed all the voting issues 
such as the need to register by noon on Mon. Nov. 1st.  Mail ballots were already out and 
needed to be returned by 8pm to the Clerk & recorder’s office on Election Day.   She also gave 



us a rundown on candidates on the ballot and a separate issue and how to properly prepare the 
ballots and sign before returning.

10/18/2021 9:05 AM HUNTER SAFETY INSTRUCTOR
Community Needs, Sporting, Public Safety.   Our guest was Mike Sherrard a longtime hunter 
safety instructor letting us know that no local hunter safety course would be given due to lack 
of instructors, but that all those interested in taking the course could do it online or at another 
site such as Great Falls.

10/22/2021 9:05 AM TOOLE COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Toole County Update, Infrastructure, Local Economy. Our guest was Toole County 
commissioner Don Hartwell.  Don gave us a rundown on what County commissioners were 
currently working on such as road work, graveling on county roads before winter conditions 
arrived.  He also talked about the County working with employees from Logan Health in Shelby, 
finalizing the transaction of the sale of the hospital in Shelby to Logan Health.

10/28/2021 9:05 AM MAYOR 
City of Conrad Update., Infrastructure, Healthcare   Our guest was Conrad Mayor Wendy 
Judisch who was seeking a 3rd term as Mayor. She discussed her accomplishments such as 
upgrading Conrad’s water system, pushing for a cell tower to be built to better cell service in 
Conrad and developing a walking trail in Conrad.  She also gave a run down on other 
accomplishments such as a comprehensive health care plan for city employees that is paid for 
by the City of Conrad.

10/29/2021 9:05 AM TOOLE COUNTY UPDATE
Toole County Update, Crime, Public Safety.  Our guest was Toole County and City of Shelby 
Justice of the Peace Joe Rapkoch.  Joe gave us an update on some of the most active issues the 
court was dealing with.  He said that partner/family member assault was the top offense that 
the court had to deal with followed by DUI’s. He also updated us on other details in regards to 
what the court is responsible for and how they operate.

11/1/2021 9:05 AM MAYOR 
City of Shelby Update, Local elections, Local Economy.  Shelby Mayor Gary McDermott was our 
guest on This, That & The other.  The Mayor discussed the upcoming City Council agenda which 
included numerous issues.  In the upcoming election, he noted that the city put a measure on 
the ballot to get voter approval to sell a piece of land that had been designated as a city park 
but had never been developed.  The city needs voter approval if an offer for the land came up.  
The council would also hold a public hearing on a residential property deemed to be dangerous 
due to wastewater and sewer issues.  Mayor McDermott also discussed a proposal to re-finance 
USDA – rural development bonds for the 13th St. So. Water and sewer project.  If it is viable, the 
proposal could save the city “around a million dollars,” over the life of the loan.



11/5/2021 9:05 AM TRANSPORTATION
Community Needs, Infrastructure, Public Health.  Northern Transit Interlocal manager David 
Irvin was our guest and explained to us how Northern Transit works with picking up riders, 
where they transport them to, such as Great Falls and Kalispell for doctors’ appointments and 
the schedule.  Northern Transit is a partnership of Glacier, Pondera and Toole counties and the 
communities of Cut Bank, Conrad and Shelby. He explained that Northern Transit Interlocal is 
providing this service to the general public at no cost but that donations are accepted.

11/10/2021 9:05 AM SENATE REPRESENTATIVE
Legislature Update, Immigration, Drug Trafficking. US Senator Steve Daines gave us another 
update on the legislative session.  The US/Mexican border crisis is still his top focus. More illegal 
aliens crossing the border in the past 20 years. Senator Daines said the local drug issues are 
coming from the Mexican cartel which controls the border and brings in the drugs. 

11/11/2021 9:05 AM TOOLE COUNTY TREASURER
Toole County Update, County Taxes.  Boyd Jackson talked about county taxes. The county is in 
very good shape right now, and he said you should have received your bills…if not call 
courthouse. The first installment is due November 30th and the second installment is due May 
31st. If you don’t feel comfortable going into the courthouse treasurer’s office, you can go to 
toolecountymt.gov and follow the links to the credit card payment. Boyd stated that the 
driver's examiner's office is open but you must make appointments or renew online. If you are 
needing to get your real ID for traveling, the DMV/Treasurer's office can help you out. 

11/12/2021 9:05 AM TOOLE COUNTY UPDATE
Toole County Update, Fire Safety, Public Safety. Shelby Volunteer Fire Chief Ben Widhalm was 
our guest and gave us a complete update on the fire department including details on recent 
fires that the department has assisted with that are sometimes even outside the county such as 
the recent grass fire near Browning.  He also explained that the department is at full staff and 
recruitment for new firefighters is an ongoing process.  Ben also provide some tips for staying 
safe during the Christmas season and in regards to installing smoke alarms.

11/16/2021 9:05 AM GLACIEREENS
Community Needs, Local Charity.  Our guest was Pam McClean. Pam’s a longtime community 
member with lifetime involvement in our local charitable events. Pam was with us on the 16th, 
to focus on the Glaciereens Children’s Christmas Store. Pam’s an active member of the 
Glaciereens organization over in neighboring Cut Bank. It was a delight to hear Pam explain how 
this very special store benefits the children & the Cut Bank community. The “store” is a fun 
experience for the young ones as they are permitted to purchase a gift for friends or family 
members for mere pennies on the dollar, & all proceeds go out to the community thanks to 



Pam & the Glaciereens. Thanks to the many nice donations again this year, the Glaciereens are 
looking forward to another fun Saturday, for the kids at the Christmas store.

12/2/2021 9:05 AM MONTANA LIVESTOCK ASSOC
Agricultural Concerns.  Local MT Livestock representative Dean Lerum was our guest to talk 
about the continued drought and the cattle nutrition suggestions for the winter. Cattle 
nutrition had become a huge topic due to drought and a resulting shortage of hay and grass to 
feed cattle.  Lerum explained that training will be available in January 2022.  

12/10/2021 9:05 AM MUSEUM 
Community Needs, Arts & Culture.  Toole County Marias Museum Director Larry Munson was 
our guest on this, that & the other.  Larry told us all about the upcoming Gingerbread House 
decorating contest that was coming up for the 20th consecutive year.  The museum board takes 
in entries and awards prizes for the event and showcases the houses at a special event that 
includes dinner and live music open to the entire community.

12/30/2021 9:05 AM TRIBAL REPRESENTATIVE
Legislature Update. Our guest on This, That & The Other was Don Wetzel Sr.  Don is the son of 
Walter “Blackie” Wetzel a former Blackfeet Tribal Chairman who became the President of the 
National Congress of the American Indians.    He later became known for introducing what he 
described as a “true profile of a Warrior to be used on the Helmet of the Washington Redskins.”   
Without ever notifying him, the Redskins, in 1972 first used the profile on their helmet.  Don 
Wetzel Sr. is now trying to obtain the rights to the Logo to promote Native Americans, after the 
Redskins discontinued use of the Logo in 2020.


