
 

 

 

 
                                                     

      
 

 

 

 WDKA-TV, CHANNEL 49 

 Paducah, Ky/Cape Girardeau, Mo/Harrisburg, Il 

  

 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  

 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  

responded to by WDKA-TV, Paducah, Ky., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 

 

October 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 

 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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WDKA-TV 4TH QUARTER 2016 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME/VIOLENCE/GANGS 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 16/5:32am 

Length:  6:45 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Sgt. Adam Glueck, Public Information Officer for the Cape 

Girardeau Police Department, to discuss the various program used by the police department to 

reach out to the community. Programs include “Coffee with a Cop” which is a monthly meeting 

at a local business or organization which allows citizens to talk openly with police officers, and 

“Neighborhood Roll Call” where the police department opens up its daily operations meetings to 

the public. Another outreach program is “Lunch with a Bunch” in conjunction with the Cape 

Girardeau school district, in which students and counselors are giving the opportunity to have 

lunch with a police officer. 

 

 

ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 30/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Linda Sanders, Vice President for the Depression Bipolar Support 

Alliance, which meets the fourth Sunday of each month, and offers support to persons suffering 

from mental illness. The meetings often include a local doctor who provides medical advice to 

group members. Ms. Sanders discusses how many people who have to contend with depression 

or other medical disorders often have difficulty discussing their problems with family or friends, 

and the support meetings give them an outlet where they can share with other people like 

themselves. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 13/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Tiffany Robison, Support Coordinator Supervisor for County 

Disability Resources, which provides case management for individuals with developmental 

disabilities in New Madrid, Pemiscot and Perry counties in Missouri. The organization helps 

clients get in touch with needed services, such as medical equipment and supplies, in-home 

services and employment opportunities. Ms. Robinson discusses how Missouri defines a 

developmental disability as a lifelong disability that occurred before the age of 22, including 

autism, downs syndrome, cerebral palsy and polio. She also discusses how the organization 

meets with clients to discuss their history, medical and behavioral concerns and safety needs to 

determine what can be dones to help the person meet their particular needs. Ms. Robison also 

discusses the group’s community outreach efforts to develop working relationships with other 

groups such as the SEMO Autism Center. 

 

 

Program:  Red Cross Blood Drive PSA 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 28-31/various  

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired a PSA promoting a Winter Blood Drive for the Red 

Cross, to be held January 6th in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

 

ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 16/5:41am 

Length:  6:52 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Ivan LaGrand, Fire Inspector for the Cape Girardeau Fire 

Department, to discuss changes and improvements to the department, including remodeling 

several of the fire stations to create larger bays for fire engines and equipment. The remodeling 

will also create more comfortable living and office spaces for personnel. The department is also 

building a new fire station for District 4 which has had significant growth since the current 

station was built several decades ago. Mr. LaGrand also discussed the purchase of new fire 

engines and rescue equipment. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 9/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Kristal Berkbigler-Friese, Assistive Technology Coordinator for 

SADI (SEMO Alliance for Disability Independence), to discuss the various programs and items 

designed to help persons with disabilities, such as the “Tap for Telephone” program which helps 

provide home telephones for those who cannot use traditional telephones. She also shows 

examples of head gear which help people with limited mobility to be able to operate a computer 

by moving their head; and hunting and fishing accessories to aid outdoorsmen who may need 

help due to age or injury. Ms. Berkbigler-Friese also highlights updated equipment from the 

Wolfner Library Program, which provides audio books and magazines, now available on USB 

drives.  SADI’s “loan closet” is also discussed in which the organization accepts donations of 

used medical equipment, such as walkers and wheelchairs, that is then made available to people 

who need assistance in acquiring the items due to financial difficulties. 

 

Program:  Business Today – SADI 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 14 & 25/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight features an interview with Raquel 

Dannenmueller, coordinator for the GAPS Program, which is offered by Southeast Alliance for 

Disability Independence.  Ms. Dannenmueller explains how the program provides assistance to 

disabled children through financial contributions. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 4/5:50am 

Length:  7:36 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Derick Charles, founder and owner of SEMO Trade and Sell, an on-

line service, designed to allow local businesses and individuals sell goods and services. Since it 

was founded in 2013, the website has grown to about 10,000 users in Missouri, Illinois, 

Kentucky and Tennessee.  With the growth in users, Mr. Charles has also encouraged using the 

website to promote charitable and public service events.  Mr. Charles has personally been 

involved in fundraising events for Safe House for Women and the Southeast Missouri State 

University Autism Center. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 11/5:42am 

Length:  6:16 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Elizabeth Shelton, Executive Director for United Way of Southeast 

Missouri. Ms. Shelton discusses how many people may not be fully aware of the needs of some 

of their neighbors, and that the United Way’s purpose is to help fill those needs. She adds that a 

majority of the money raised by the United Way is through workplace contributions and the 

ninety-nine cents of every dollar stays in the community. Locally the United Way invests in 

thirty-four programs that focus on education, income and health; and she discusses how any local 

program that wants to apply for funding has to go through a vigorous application process to 

illustrate how the money will be used. 

 

 

ISSUE:  YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 27/5:50am  

Length:  7:21 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Becky Simpher, Senior Program Director for Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of Cape Girardeau, in which she discusses how the program aims to aid children in need.  

The primary goal of the program is to help pair children with positive role models that can help 

guide the child.  Ms. Simpher explains how adults can volunteer, as well as the process involved 

in becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister, and the ways they can interact with the children.  She 

also discusses the ABC Today program, which works with local schools to celebrate children 

who are succeeding, while lending help to children that are having difficulties. 

 

 

ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Program:  Ag PhD 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, October 2-December 25/8:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 

and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 

information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 

and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicles 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 20/5:32am 

Length:  8:15 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Bruce Loy, Manager of the Cape Girardeau Regional Airport, and 

Deputy Manager Katrina Amos. Together they discuss the importance the airport has on business 

development in the area, and the growth of the airport since the arrival of Cape Air airline 

services in 2009. They discuss improvements to the airport, including new lighting for the 

runways; as well as the airport’s partnership with Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital, from St. 

Louis, which keeps a 24-hour staff on the airport grounds to provide emergency medical air 

services of children.  

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 20/5:42am 

Length:  6:10 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Kim Voelker, Vice President of Community Development for the 

Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce. Ms. Voelker discusses a new project by the Chamber to 

focus on women in business by providing mentoring and support. The Chamber has sponsored 

several events to help motivate and educate local women to succeed in their chosen area. She 

also discusses the Chamber’s efforts to work with local businesses to help develop the area 

workforce, largely to target university students to find opportunities to keep them in the area after 

graduation. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 11/5:31am 

Length:  7:45 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Crystal Jones, director of the Economic and Business Engagement 

Center, formally known as the Institute for Regional Innovation and Entrepreneurship. According 

to Ms. Jones, the name was changed so that the community knows that the organization was 

available to help businesses with economic and training assistance. The Center works with 

Southeast Missouri State University to offer training courses for small businesses, providing 

tools and training to help these businesses get started and expand. The Center also assists 

potential entrepreneurs to develop a business plan that can be taken to a bank for investment 

purposes, as well as providing a revolving loan program to provide additional financing. 
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ISSUE:  RELIGION 
 

Program:  Hope Harbor Show 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, October 2-December 4/7:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A half-hour religious based weekly program, produced locally by the Hope Harbor 

Church in Murray, Ky.  

 

Program:  Business Today – Holiday Home Tour 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 15 & 24/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Michelle 

Ramsey, from the Lutheran Family & Children’s Service, to promote their Holiday Home Tour 

annual fundraiser on Dec. 3rd. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Southern County Christmas Church Tour 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 23 & December 5/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Donna Cook, to 

promote the Southern County Christmas Church Tour.  The event took place on December 10th 

and 11th, giving people the chance to see smaller rural churches decorated for the holidays. 

 

 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION  

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 11/5:50am 

Length:  7:05 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Scott McMullen, director of Central Academy, formally known as 

Cape Alternative Education Center. Mr. McMullen describes how Central Academy offers an 

education opportunity for students who generally have attendance or academic difficulties or 

have problems fitting into a larger school environment. The Academy provides a positive 

learning experience and allows students to work at their own pace. Also students who meet 

academic and behavioral criteria are allowed to participate in athletics and other extra-curriculum 

activities at Cape Central High School. 
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION  Continued 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

 

Program:  Hatched 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 1-December 31/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Teen Kids News 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 1-December 31/7:30am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Ocean Mysteries 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Mondays, October 3-December 26/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Brain Games: Family Edition 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Tuesdays, October 4-December 27/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Expedition Wild 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Wednesdays, October 5-December 28/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Dog Town USA 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Thursdays, October 6-December 29/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Recipe Rehab 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Fridays, October 7-December 30/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Xploration: Nature Knows Best 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, December 10-31/5:30am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Wild America 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, December 11-25/7:30am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Description: These syndicated educational programs aired on WDKA during the fourth quarter of 

2016, targeting children ages 16 and under. More information on these programs can be found in 

the WDKA’s quarterly Children’s Television Programming Report, filed with the FCC. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

The following miscellaneous items aired on WDKA during the fourth quarter.  While not fitting 

into one of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to 

the viewers. 

 

Program:  Event Center 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 1-December 30/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired a weekly community calendar promoting various 

community events by local non-profit organizations and groups. 

 

Program:  River Tales 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 23/5:51am 

Length:  6:01 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Tony Rushing, student athlete at Southeast Missouri State University, discusses 

how he became involved in track and field in high school, although he didn’t consider himself 

much of an athlete.  Once he moved up to the university level, he continued and began to receive 

comments from others that he was an inspiration to become more physically active.  This 

inspired him to become more involved in charity marathon events; and when his friend, Matt 

Schellingerhout, was diagnosed with cancer, he started a fundraising campaign in which he 

pledged to run one mile for every dollar raised. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Zonta Club of Cape Girardeau 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 27 & November 11/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Cheryl Klueppel, 

from the Zonta Club of Cape Girardeau, whose goal is to empower women through service and 

advocacy, to promote the club’s Women of Achievement Luncheon, on November 18th, 

recognizing and celebrating local women who have given of themselves to provide services to 

others. 

 

Program:  Humane Society of Southeast Missouri PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 3-December 19/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA aired locally produced promotional announcements to support efforts of the 

Humane Society of Southeast Missouri, in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 

 

Program:  Business Today – Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 18 & 22/various  

Length:  2:00 

Program: Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  November 23-December 7/various 

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Ryan Eftink to 

promote the Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash on December 8th, an annual event held in downtown 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., to promote toy and cash donations for the Toys for Tots charity drive.  

WDKA also produced and aired PSAs to promote the event. 

 

 


