TO: Public File
FROM: Jim Allison, Program Director
For Period of 10/1/14—12/31/14

WETA-FM and WGMS-FM cover areas of interest for the greater Washington, Frederick and
Hagerstown communities through broadcasts produced by NPR and PBS. These programs are
selected for quality and appropriate content, presentation and technical excellence, with our
audience —real and potential — in mind.

We continue to broadcast NPR’s “From the Top.” From the Top is a non-profit organization that
encourages and celebrates the commitment of young people to music and the arts through a
variety of media, including nationally broadcast radio shows. The show aims to entertain,
educate and connect young musicians, their parents and teachers. It features young musicians
who, along with the host, Chris O’Reilly, demonstrate that classical music has a place in youth
culture.

We also continue to broadcast PBS’ NewsHour, a news program hosted by Gwen Ifill and Judy
Woodruff that airs each weekday from 7-8 PM. NewsHour presents coverage of a wide range of
subjects, as below:

The Supreme Court announced it would take up a case on the tax subsidies of the Affordable
Care Act that could have major implications for the health care law. The Court also considered
whether a man’s violence-filled rants on Facebook about his ex-wife -- posts that led to his
arrest -- were protected by the First Amendment. Also this quarter, the Supreme Court heard
arguments in the case of Peggy Young, a former UPS driver who says the company discriminated
against her when she was pregnant. UPS placed Young on unpaid leave for several months
because she was unable to perform her required duties, they said.

In National news, foreign relations were at the front of many reports. Although negotiations
came to a kind of stalemate over sharp limits on Iran's uranium enrichment capability, the
United States re-established diplomatic relations with Cuba after more than 50 years of hostility
and isolation. President Obama announced a rapprochement between the two countries, which
includes expanding economic ties and easing some conditions of the travel ban. A Senate
Intelligence Committee report on the CIA’s post-9/11 interrogation tactics accused the agency of
deceiving the White House, Congress and the American people. The Senate’s findings suggest
the enhanced interrogation program was “far more brutal” than previously disclosed.
Demonstrations have swept from coast to coast over a pair of grand jury non-indictments in
cases where black men were killed by police officers, laying bare a deep vein of distrust in law
enforcement and the justice system. The murder of two New York City police officers ignited a
volley of blame, and exposed the deep rifts dividing a city in mourning. After six years of
financial stimulus to mitigate the fallout from the 2008 collapse, the Federal Reserve is ending
its money creation programs. But the country is still in economic recovery, and the role of the
Federal Reserve is still being debated. Also, for the first time since 2008, the unemployment
rate has fallen below 6 percent.



This quarter’s International news included stories on the increasing power and influence of the
Islamic State in the Middle East. The Islamic State has gained notoriety for their beheadings and
mass executions, but the group has also abducted thousands of women to make into sex slaves;
the Islamic State claimed responsibility for a suicide bomb attack that killed 23 people in a Shiite
neighborhood of Baghdad, and continue to advance along the Syria-Turkey border, despite
ongoing U.S. airstrikes supported by regional allies. Taliban gunmen stormed a military-run
school in Peshawar, Pakistan, killing scores of young students. The Pakistani Taliban claimed it
was in retaliation for a new government military offensive. Conflict continued between Russia
and the Ukraine; separatists held an election in the breakaway regions of Eastern Ukraine,
asserting their independence from Kiev. Ukrainian officials denounced the vote, saying it was in
direct violation of an agreement with Russia. Russia's central bank hiked a key interest rate
nearly 7 points overnight in a dramatic move to stabilize the economy. The ruble has lost 60
percent of its value since January, and Russians have been feeling the economic pinch of
inflation. More than 50 arrests have been made in connection to the disappearance of 43
college students in the Guerrero province of Mexico, but authorities still don’t know where to
find the missing young men in the weeks since their disappearance.

Media, Arts and Culture marked the passing of several artists and personalities, including:
Washington Post editor Ben Bradlee, Pulitzer-Prize winning poet Galway Kinnell, and acclaimed
director Mike Nichols. In the field of space exploration, for the first time in more than four
decades, NASA is set to launch a space capsule, the unmanned Orion spacecraft, which has
grander plans of human exploration into deep space. Also this quarter, the European Space
Agency landed a small spacecraft, one the size of a washing machine, on a moving comet
speeding through the solar system. The Rosetta spacecraft’s Philae lander took photos of the
comet as it descended. And a team of scientists in northern Chile is using a network of
telescopes around the globe to capture an image of a black hole for the first time, to prove
Einstein’s Theory of General Relativity. This year, a challenge to Facebook users to douse
themselves in ice water became an internet craze, raising millions for ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s
disease. In remarks for Christmas before the Roman Curia, Pope Francis delivered a scathing
review of the behavior of Vatican officials, decrying the "spiritual Alzheimers" that makes them
forget their real purpose. This year’s Nobel Peace Prize winners, Malala Yousafzai and Kailash
Satyarthi, have been leading advocates for the rights of children on issues like child slavery and
universal education.

Health and Healthcare featured several stories on the Ebola situation both in the U.S. and
abroad. The director of the World Health Organization called Ebola's ravaging effects on West
Africa a “crisis for international peace and security.” Dozens of people who had initial contact
with Thomas Eric Duncan, the Liberian man who died of Ebola in Dallas, were deemed safe to
leave quarantine after weeks of monitoring. More than 100 others, including those who cared
for him, are still being watched. Meanwhile, Nigeria was declared Ebola-free by the World
Health Organization. The World Health Organization reported that Liberia and Guinea have met
two key targets. They're now isolating 70 percent of those infected, and ensuring safe burials for
70 percent of those who have died. More than 6,900 people have been killed by the virus during
this outbreak. A Bulgarian man who was paralyzed from the chest down after a 2010 stabbing
can now walk after a pioneering transplant in Poland. Cells from the man’s nose were used to
repair his spinal nerves in a surgery that gives thousands of paralytics new hope for movement.
The FDA is set to ease a 31-year ban on blood donations by gay men, put in place in the early



days of the AIDS crisis. The policy revision will allow gay men to donate blood one year after
their last sexual contact, which could free hundreds of thousands of pints a year.

Regarding the Military, after 13 years, a major mission for U.S. forces and others in Afghanistan
came to its official end with little fanfare. The U.S. combat mission has been winding down
since 2010, but the Taliban has been mounting a resurgence, making 2014 the war's deadliest
year. Some 2,500 dogs have accompanied American warriors on patrol and in close combat in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Tasks like bomb detection and protection demand dedication to their
human handlers, with whom they often form a special bond in the face of danger. Rebecca
Frankel, a senior editor at “Foreign Policy” magazine, whose “War Dog of the Week” is a
signature online feature, writes about all this in a new book: “War Dogs: Tales of Canine
Heroism, History and Love.”

With elections held in November, there were several feature stories on politics and campaigns.
Democrats and Republicans eyed at least 10 races where independent and third-party
candidates could help swing the outcome on Election Day. In addition to recalibrating the
balance of power on Capitol Hill, the upcoming elections dictate important state policy around
the nation. One battle is brewing in North Dakota, where environmentalists are seeking tax
revenue for preservation. Voter turnout for this year’s midterm elections was the lowest since
1942, but spending for congressional elections spiked at a record $4 billion. Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, chair of Democratic National Committee, says that American voters support
Democrats on the issues, even if their candidates didn’t fare well in the midterm elections. The
GOP gained control of the House and the Senate during the fall election.

Reports on Education looked at increasing success for at-risk students. In Alaska, roughly three
out of four teachers are from out of state, and more likely to stay for a shorter period of time
than those who were born and raised there. The News Hour reports from the town of
Dillingham, where educators are trying to encourage local and Alaska Native students to
consider teaching in communities where they are desperately needed. The high school
graduation rate for Native Americans is the lowest of any ethnic or racial group in the United
States. One story looks at how the government can assist reservation schools while respecting
autonomy of tribes. University of Chicago President Robert Zimmer announced a plan that will
replace loans with grants, simplify the application process, and ensure that some students don’t
have to take jobs during the academic year. University officials said the changes will build on
programs for lower-income students at the school.



ISSUE

Courts

National Affairs

International Affairs

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Previewing the Supreme Court’s fall term

What's next in the legal battle over same-sex marriage?

How Sotomayor influences the Court behind the scenes
Supreme Court will consider new Affordable Care Act challenge
High Court considers case on Alabama redistricting

Supreme Court tests limits of free speech online

Court weighs special considerations for pregnant workers

Broad-based jobs growth signals stronger U.5. economy
Can U.S. decrease child migration by sponsoring programs?
Sexual assaults revealed in N.J. town prized for football

Can U.S. solve 'Rubik's Cube' of Iran nuclear negotiations?
What Michael Brown's autopsy report reveals about his death
Why the Fed frets about both jobs and inflation

ClA and Senate battle over a report on interrogation tactics
How do gains by al-Nusra affect U.S. strategy in Syria?

Jobs report may not reassure Americans with part-time work
How should U.S. deal with decaying nuclear infrastructure?
Ferguson braces for grand jury ruling

Maonster snowstorm catches Buffalo off guard

Special Report: President Obama announces immigration reform
Understanding the grand jury ruling on Michael Brown's death
Why is Chuck Hagel stepping down?

After fire and floods, restoring a sacred Mew Mexico canyon
How will plunging oil prices affect the economy?

Opinions split over Eric Garmer ruling on Staten Island

Hiring revs up with more than 300,000 new jobs

Tent cities rise amid housing shortage in Silicon Valley
Protesters persist in demonstrations over race and injustice
Senate report graphically details ClA interrogation tactics
Why has public support for gun control decreased?

How deeply rooted biases affect how police enforce the law
U.S. and Cuba restore diplomatic ties, swap prisoners
Obama closes 2014 with remarks on Cuba, North Korea

NY police killings raise questions of cause and effect

Why was 2014 a year of mergers and mega deals?

Why the Mideast peace process is at a standstill

U.S, condemns |srael's development plan in East Jerusalem
Why is Turkey reluctant to fight the Islamic State?

How |15 uses systematic sexual violence against women
Interpreting the Vatican's language shift on gays, divorce
Islamic State militants gain ground in Irag

How peacekeepers are trying to stop a genocide in the Central African Republic

What's motivating the Boko Haram cease-fire?

What Ukraine’s election means for conflict in the east
Families fleging Islamic State trapped between combat zones
Are we seeing signs of a third intifada?

Missing students underscore dangerous corruption in Mexico
Will Burkina Faso inspire more power shifts around Africa?
Ukrainian separatist rebels elect new leaders

Mexico City faces growing water crisis

Rangers risk death to save Africa’s oldest national park
Protecting Afghanistan's ancient Buddhist heritage
Qutspoken cleric decries Islamic State as anti-lslamic

Can a retumn to Buddhist values offer China a greener path?
Syrian refugees poised to lose food aid as UN funds run out
Syrian child refugees work to support their families

Kurdish deputy prime minister on fighting Islamic State
Peru's indigenous people call for environmental protections
Sanctions, cheap oil take toll on Russian ruble

Taliban massacre of schoolchildren shocks Pakistan
Tunisia elections will test fragile democracy and security
Ukraine-Russia conflict doesn’t stop at the church door
Colombian civil war relief efforts face dangerous barriers
Search teams find victims, mangled metal of AirAsia plane
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ISSUE

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Media, Arts & Culture Violinist Bell's full concert at Washington's Union Station

Health

Military

Should Justice Ginsburg retire?

Jorge Rodriguez-Gerada on issues of race in his art

Nobel honors activism to empower most vulnerable of children
#Gamergate leads to death threats against women

Opera depicting a modern tragedy sparks protest

New York Times writer explores masculinity in memaoir
Remembering Washington Post editor Ben Bradlee

How the Islamic State lures teens on social media

Explesion raises questions about commercial space travel
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Galway Kinnell dies at 87
Scientists who dared to land on a comet score a touchdown
Your outdated Internet browser is a gateway for hackers
New attention and consequences for Cosby rape allegations
Remembering acclaimed director Mike Nichols

Miami Book Fair celebrates latest in old-fashioned tech
Telescopes may capture first glimpse of a black hole

How the music industry uses big data to create a hit

Before NASA pioneers to Mars, Orion spacecraft faces tests
Using poetry to uncover the moments that lead to racism
How Rolling Stone’s UVa sexual assault story unraveled
Kennedy Center honors Al Green for soul and staying power
Translating canine communication with computer science
Hackers leak Hollywood salaries, embarrassing emails
Pope chides Curia for greed, gossip and getting ahead
Conservationists shine new light on ireplaceable art

How a viral fundraiser earned a cool $220 million for ALS

Dallas Ebola patient in "serious, but stable” condition
Weighing the health costs of high school football

Meet the disease detectives tracking Ebola at the CDC
Liberia, Sierra Leone at Ebola ‘tipping point'

Should the terminally ill be able to choose when they die?
Dozens cleared from Ebola quarantine in Texas

Paralyzed man walks after transplanted cells

Debating the pros and cons of freezing eggs

These non-Ebola diseases are the real health threat
Understanding the U.S. guidelines on Ebola quarantine

How mini sponges could save lives on the battlefield
Answering health care questions as open enrcliment nears

In Sierra Leone village, Ebola aid "too little, too late’

Turning technology into easy medical lifesavers

Liberia, Guinea meet key targets in fight to contain Ebola
Using Medicaid dollars to expand long-term care choices
What you need to know about this year's elevated flu threat
Why changes in health care costs vary widely around the U.S.
FDA plans to end prohibition on blood donation by gay men
How a state's choice on Medicaid expansion affects hospitals

Are veterans' skills under-employed in the workplace?
Capturing the difficulties of returning to civilian life
Should the U.S. change its Islamic State strategy?
Soldiers find special bond with dogs trained for war
U.S., NATO end combat role in Afghanistan
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Politics & Campaigns

Education

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Iconic, twice-convicted former Providence mayor runs again
Paul Ryan on how the GOP can improve economic opportunity
Ark. Republicans fall in line to support minimum wage hike
Can political outliers pull out victories in purple states?
Senate race unpredictable in independently minded Colorado
Will voter ID confusion affect November turnout?

Two newcomers vie for Georgia’s open Senate seat

Will strong feelings about Obamacare influence Ky. election?
What to watch for in the last week before midterm elections
How third-party candidates could disrupt midterm elections

A look at November's big issue ballot initiatives

This West Virginia candidate has never voted in an election
What the election means for the future of immigration reform
How will Republicans influence policy on IS, Iran sanctions?
Election 2014 saw rise of the single-candidate super PAC
After midterm losses, what's next for Democratic leadership?
Newcomers learn to navigate life on Capitol Hill

What's next for NSA reform in Congress?

Using a numbers-based approach to end political gridlock
On eve of deadline, Congress has a trillion-dolliar divide

Rifts exposed as Congress readies for GOP majority

Cutting higher ed costs for Chicago's disadvantaged students
AP History class standards spark Colorado censorship fight
Philadelphia schools crippled by budget crisis

Hundreds turn out to protest Jefferson County School Board
With dance, Florida's at risk students move towards college
Why did no one flag UNC’s bogus classes?

Encouraging rural Alaska's students to become teachers
Lessons from Los Angeles' school records disaster

How teachers can talk to students about Ferguson

Can innovative schools be all-inclusive in Philadelphia?
Restructuring schools to nurture Native American students
Minerva Schools offers online alternative to college

What will survive as states test Common Core?
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