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Issues of Concern to San Francisco 



Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  
4th Quarter 2017 

 
 
 Subject 

 
Description of Issue of Concern 
 

1. North Bay Fires A look into the devastation, impact, and recovery efforts 
in the deadliest series of fires in California’s history. 
  

2. Homelessness, Housing, 
and Economy 

A closer examination into the homeless, housing, and 
economic issues in the Bay Area. 
 

3. Health Concerns A look into various health concerns from health 
insurance coverage to the opioid epidemic, and other 
topics in between. 
 

4. Presidential Politics An examination into various political decisions and 
events surrounding the current presidency. 
 

5. Workplace Harassment A conversation about the need for equal treatment in the 
workplace. 
 

6. Remembering Mayor 
Lee 
 

A remembrance of San Francisco’s mayor following his 
unexpected death. 
 

7. Transit Options A look at the changes to various transit options in the 
congested Bay Area.  

   
   
   

 
 
 
  



KCBS-AM and KFRC-FM Programs That Address Community Issues 
(Regularly Scheduled Public Affairs Programs) 

4th Quarter 2017 
 
 
 Public Affairs Program 

 
Schedule and Description 
 

1. 
 

KCBS In Depth 
 

Saturdays from 5:30-6am, Sundays from 8:30-
9am and 8:30-9pm. Locally-produced 
commercial-free half-hour news interview 
program produced by Jane McMillan with 
various authors, professors, public officials, and 
community organizations regarding issues of 
local and national concern. 
 
 

2. 
 

Special News Programming 
 

Programming times and dates vary.  
 

   
 

 
NOTE: This report covers special, in depth public affairs news programming. As an all 
news station, most KCBS programming addresses important public issues in the news. 
 
 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter 2017 

(October 1st - December 31st) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

North Bay Fires 

  
 KCBS Special Report 

October 28, 2017 
Every hour, 5am - 11pm 
2 minutes 
 

Two weeks after the Wine Country wildfires, Reporter Doug Sovern compiled the sounds of all 
that devastation as it began and its aftermath, including dispatch tapes, sound from videos of 
residents fleeing, and interviews with people who survived while losing everything they’ve 
owned. 
  

KCBS Special Report 
October 30, 2017 
Every hour, 5am - 11pm 
2 minutes 
 

Reporter Margie Shafer spoke to behavioral health experts to help explain the emotional 
turmoil many friends, families, and survivors are going through following the deadly 
wildfires that burned through the North Bay. She also gave resources available to 
survivors and how they can reach out to get the help they need. 
  

KCBS Special Report 
December 4th through 6th, 2017 
8:30am, 11:30am, 2:30pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm  
3 minutes 
 

In a three part series, Reporter Doug Sovern spoke with experts to explain why it’s not 
always just a fluke of the wind that determines which homes burn down and which 
remain standing in a massive inferno, how one hilltop development was able to save 
nearly all the homes from burning and how other neighborhoods to take lessons from it, 
and how residents in the state can save their homes and lives if the next massive fire 
happens in their neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 



4th Quarter 2017 
(October 1st - December 31st) 

 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Homelessness, Housing, and Economy 

  
KCBS Special Report 
October 10, 2017 
Every hour, 5am - 11pm 
2 minutes 
 

With the ever rising cost of real estate expanding through the Bay Area, reporter Melissa 
Culross looked at a non-profit group that pairs senior citizens with housemates to ensure that 
they will have a roof over their heads as they age. 
 

   KCBS In Depth 
   October 28 and 29, 2017 
   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
   30 minutes 

 
University of California professor of public policy and former Secretary of Labor Robert Reich 
looked at the cost versus the benefits of living and working in the Bay Area, even as the 
affordability gap in the region is threatening its existence as the thriving place it is.  
 

   KCBS Special Report 
   December 11, 2017 
   Every hour, 5am - 11pm 
   2 minutes 

 
Reporter Mike Colgan explains that the homeless have been sleeping in doorways of businesses 
in San Jose for years, but now they’re becoming more aggressive and combative towards 
retailers.  
 

   KCBS Special Report 
   December 27, 2017 
   Every hour, 5am - 11pm 
   2 minutes 

 
Unemployment is reported at a record low and politicians touting that the national economy has 
never been better. Despite that, reporter Scott Lettieri looked at why the local economy has 
remained flat for small businesses and their employees in San Francisco and why some places 
have a hard time hiring. 
 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter 2017 



(October 1st - December 31st) 
 

 
ISSUE: 
 

Health Concerns 
 

 
        KCBS In Depth 

   October 7 and 8, 2017 
   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
   30 minutes 

 
Dr. Andrew Bindman is a professor of medicine, researcher, medical practitioner at 
Zuckerberg SF General Hospital and is part of the Phillip R. Lee Institute for Health 
Policy Studies at the University of California San Francisco was consulted during the 
drafting of the legislative language of the Affordable Care Act. Since the ACA repeal 
effort has failed, he shared his concerns about the new federal budget proposal targeting 
Medicaid and Medicare. Following the concert massacre in Las Vegas, he also shared the 
renewed calls for immediate action on gun violence, which the entire medical community 
has identified as a threat to public health. 
 

   KCBS In Depth 
   October 7 and 8, 2017 
   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
   30 minutes 

 
Chief of the Addiction Medicine Dual Diagnosis Clinic at Stanford University, Dr. Anna 
Lembke, spoke on the opioid addiction crisis that is currently facing the nation following 
President Donald Trump’s emergency declaration on the epidemic. She gave a history on 
how it began, spoke about the urgent need for alternative pain medications, and shared 
her thoughts on how the government’s poor response has further contributed to the crisis. 
 

   KCBS In Depth 
   November 11 and 12, 2017 
   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
   30 minutes 

 
A film documentary titled “Black Lives, Black Lungs” that made a debut in San 
Francisco examined the impact tobacco marketing has had, and continues to have, on the 
African American Community. Lincoln Mondy, creator of the film, spoke on re-
introducing this critical health and social justice issue to audiences both new to the 
struggle, and those who have been coping with it for many years. Carol McGruder, who 
has worked on tobacco control issues and legislation nationwide and in the Bay Area, 
also spoke about renewed efforts in addressing the health concerns created by tobacco 
products through laws. 

   KCBS In Depth 
   December 9 and 10, 2017 



   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
   30 minutes 

 
Dr. Carolyn Sufrin, physician and medical anthropologist who spent years providing 
healthcare to pregnant women in San Francisco’s County Jail, discussed the unique 
hardships of women in jail such as lack of hygiene products, to being shackled while 
pregnant, to not considering existing children and families in geographic sentencing. She 
also discussed some proposed laws changing these practice. 
 

  KCBS In Depth 
  December 30 and 31, 2017 
  5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
  30 minutes 

 
Leading up to the legalization recreational marijuana at the beginning of the new year, 
there are a lot of moving parts to ensure that regulations are in place. Steve De Angelo, 
long time cannabis rights activist and CEO of Harborside Health Center, spoke on how 
the legalization will roll out across the state, what the laws encompass and what they 
mean, how this affects pricing for recreational and medicinal users, and what it means on 
a federal level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter 2017 

(October 1st - December 31st) 



 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Presidential Politics 
 

  
  KCBS In Depth 

 October 14 and 15, 2017 
 5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
 30 minutes 

 
President Trump has followed through on his threats to decertify the Iran nuclear deal, reached 
in 2015 by the Obama administration, European allies and Iran...the product of more than a 
decade of diplomacy and successful cap on any military nuclear work by Iran. Joseph 
Cirincione is President of Ploughshares Fund, a global security foundation, and he’s a leading 
global expert on nuclear proliferation and disarmament. He explained what it means on a global 
level and if there is a way for the agreement to be enacted by Congress instead of the President. 
 

   KCBS In Depth 
   November 4 and 5, 2017 
   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
   30 minutes 

 
Legal representatives from Google, Facebook, and Twitter were called to testify before 
Congress about their platforms being used by Russia in a disinformation campaign that likely 
influenced the 2016 Presidential election. CNET Executive editor Ian Sherr and KCBS 
Technology Analyst Larry Magid spoke on their experience with these misleading ads and 
news stories posted to social media, who should be held accountable for this happening, and 
they also gave tips on how users can distinguish legitimate information from the falsified 
claims.  
 

   KCBS In Depth 
   November 25 and 26, 2017 
   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
   30 minutes 

 
Lawrence O'Donnell, author of Playing With Fire: The 1968 Election and the Transformation 
of American Politics, spoke on how most people would agree that the Presidential election year 
of 2016 rocked most political, social and electoral norms. He offered insights on how to 
navigate turbulent political times. 
 
 
 
 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter 2017 

(October 1st - December 31st) 



 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Workplace Harassment 
 

 
 KCBS In Depth 

November 18 and 19, 2017 
5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
30 minutes 
 

With the headlines recently being flooded with accounts of sexual harassment and assault in 
politics and Hollywood, it highlights an ongoing issue that happens in various work and school 
environments across the world. Joan C Williams, founder of the Center for Work-Life Law at 
U-C Hastings College of the Law, spoke on the research and advocacy that seeks to advance 
gender and racial equality in the workplace and in higher education.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter 2017 

(October 1st - December 31st) 
 



 
ISSUE: 
 

Remembering Mayor Lee 
 

  
 KCBS In Depth 

December 16 and 17, 2017 
5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 
30 minutes 
 

Retired KCBS reporter Barbara Taylor spoke on her memories of the late San Francisco Mayor 
Ed Lee. Prior to retirement, she worked from the City Hall bureau and saw first hand the impact 
that he had not only on city politics, but the influence he had on state politics as well. She also 
spoke on how city politics will shift with his sudden death following a heart attack. 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter 2017 

(October 1st - December 31st) 
 
 



ISSUE: 
 

Transit Options 
 

  
  KCBS Special Report 

 October 2, 2017 
 Every hour, 5am - 11pm 
 2 minutes 
 

Reporter Mike Colgan explained that the Valley Transportation Authority had to make major 
decisions for BART’s expansion to San Jose, including where to put the station. He looked at 
the different opinions and preferences that residents and community leaders had. 
 

   KCBS Special Report 
   November 6, 2017 
   Every hour, 5am - 11pm 
   2 minutes 

 
Doug Sovern reported on the expansion of the Bay Area’s ferry fleet as more commuters turn 
away from the overcrowded BART and the ever gridlocked roadways. He also explained if this 
is a viable, long term solution for a transit option. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

Public Service Announcements 
4th Quarter 2017 

(October 1st - December 31st) 
 

 
 



Throughout the quarter the station aired daily PSAs providing information on a variety of 
local community activities and issues.  Representative examples of such PSAs include the 
following: 
 
 
Stanford Jazz Workshop 
Rocket Dog Rescue 
Town Hall Theatre 
The San Francisco Choral Society  
The San Francisco Education Fund 
The California Pops Orchestra 
Band Together Bay Area 
The Alzheimer’s Foundation of America 
The USS Hornet Sea, Air & Space Museum 
Theatre Rhinoceros 
Bay Area Food Banks 
The Golden Gate Symphony Orchestra & Chorus  
The Humane Society Silicon Valley 
The Marin Humane Society 
HireAble 
The Half Moon Bay Art and Pumpkin Festival 
 

### 


