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Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  



4th Quarter 2016 
 

 

 Subject 
 

Description of Issue of Concern 
 

1. Election 2016 

 

A preview and deep analysis of the most impactful races 

and propositions on the Bay Area’s November ballots. 

 

2. Presidential Politics 

 

The ripple effects from the presidential campaign and 

election. 

 

3. Ghost Ship Fire 

 

The massive fire gutted an Oakland warehouse that was 

illegally converted into a venue and living space for 

artists, killing 36 people and severely impacting the 

local arts community.  

 

4. Earthquake  Marking the anniversary of the Loma Prieta Earthquake, 

how communities have recovered since the disaster, as 

well as preparations for future quakes and the projected 

cost of the next big shaker. 

 

 

5. Pearl Harbor Heroes 

 

Local commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the 

attack on Pearl Harbor, including long form interviews 

with two Bay Area residents who were there and 

survived. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  



 

KCBS-AM and KFRC-FM Programs That Address Community Issues 

(Regularly Scheduled Public Affairs Programs) 

4th Quarter 2016 
 

 

 Public Affairs Program 
 

Schedule and Description 
 

1. 

 

KCBS In Depth 

 

Saturdays from 5:30-6am, Sundays from 8:30-

9am and 8:30-9pm. Locally-produced 

commercial-free half-hour news interview 

program produced and hosted by Jane McMillan 

featuring various authors, professors, public 

officials, and community organizations regarding 

issues of local and national concern. 

 

 

2. 

 

Special News Programming 

 

Programming times and dates vary.  

 

   

 

 

NOTE: This report covers special, in depth public affairs news programming. As an all 

news station, most KCBS programming addresses important public issues in the news. 

 

 

 

  



 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

4th Quarter 2016 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 

 

ISSUE: 
 

Election 2016 
 

  

 KCBS Special Report 

October 24 and 29, 2016 

Every other hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

Reporter Doug Sovern examined Proposition 63, an effort to curb gun violence, which had 

voters deciding if background checks should be required to purchase ammunition and not just 

weapons themselves. 

  

KCBS Special Report 

October 25 and 29, 2016 

Every other hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

Reporter Margie Shafer reported on the various measures regarding rent control and 

housing affordability on which six Bay Area cities voted. Housing affordability continues 

to be problematic, bordering on a crisis, for much of the region. 

 

     KCBS Special Report 

     October 26, 2016 

   6:30am, 8:30am, 12:30pm, and 4:30pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Doug Sovern analyzed Proposition 56, which proposed adding an additional 

$2.00 tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products, including e-cigarettes. 

 

     KCBS Special Report 

     October 27, 2016 

   6:30am, 8:30am, 12:30pm, and 4:30pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Mike Colgan looked at San Jose’s Measure E, a precedent-setting proposal to 

create more full time jobs, which would have required employers to offer additional work 

hours to qualified part time employees before hiring new workers. 

 

 

      



 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     October 29, 2016 

   Hourly, 5am to 11pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Jenna Lane went deep into Proposition V in San Francisco, Measure HH in 

Oakland, and Measure O1 in Albany. All three measures involved taxing distributors of 

sugar-sweetened beverages. Proponents called them an effort to combat childhood 

obesity while opponents called them grocery taxes that would hurt small businesses. 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     October 31, 2016  

   Hourly, 5am to 12pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Anna Duckworth focused on two San Francisco ballot measures changing the 

rules on who is allowed to take part in the voting process. Proposition F addressed the 

lowering of the voting age for all local elections to 16 years. She also explored arguments 

for and against Proposition N, which allowed non-citizen parents to vote in school board 

elections. 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     October 31, 2016  

   Hourly, 12pm to 11pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Jenna Lane reported on the impact San Francisco’s Proposition Q  would have on the 

issue of homelessness. Prop Q  specifically addressed tent encampments that have 

plagued the city despite removal efforts.  

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     October 31, 2016  

   Hourly, 12pm to 11pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Margie Shafer profiled the democratic re-match for the 17th Congressional 

District between long-time incumbent Mike Honda and Ro Khanna, a repeat of the 2014 

election that pitted the Democratic old guard, against the new generation in Silicon 

Valley. 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     November 1, 2016 

   Hourly, 5am to 11pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Anna Duckworth analyzed a bond measure raising $3-point-5 billion dollars for 

upgrades to Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) infrastructure that went to voters in 

Alameda, Contra Costa, and San Francisco counties, and reported on how opponents of 

Measure RR called into question the transit agency’s financial trustworthiness.. 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     November 1, 2016 

   Hourly, 10am to 11pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Doug Sovern explained Proposition 55, an extension of a temporary increase in 

sales tax and income tax on the highest-earners in California that was first approved by 

voters four years ago. 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     November 1, 2016 

   Hourly, 5am to 12pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Reporter Margie Shafer highlighted an issue that had been under the radar for most 

voters, and which had state lawmakers split.  Proposition 51 provided billions of dollars 

in matching funds for school construction but the way in which it awarded those funds 

had the legislature and the governor divided.  

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     November 2, 2016 

   Every other hour, 5am to 5pm 

   2 minutes 

 

Doug Sovern reported on all aspects of Proposition 64 to legalize the recreational use of 

marijuana for adults in the state of California. 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     November 3, 2016 

   Hourly, 5am to 12pm 

   2 minutes 



 

Reporter Margie Shafer profiled the California U.S. Senate race between two female 

Democrats of color, Kamala Harris and Loretta Sanchez. The two were running to fill the 

seat being vacated by the retiring Barbara Boxer.  This was California’s first U.S. senate 

race without an incumbent in 24 years. 

 

   KCBS Special Report 

     November 3, 2016 

   Hourly, 12am to 11pm 

   2 minutes 

 

 

Reporter Holly Quan looked into Proposition 61, which turned out to be one of the most 

expensive campaigns for a ballot measure in state history. The measure targeted driving 

down the cost of prescription drugs, inspired by the skyrocketing price of the EpiPen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

4th Quarter 2016 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 

 

ISSUE: 
 

Presidential Politics 
 

  

 KCBS In Depth 

October 15 and 16, 2016 

5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

30 minutes 

 

Bullying, name-calling, yelling, threatening, and lies are typical things that parents and teachers 

have to navigate children through. The presidential debates had become acrimonious and 

played out for the world to see with non-stop news cycle as well as social media repeating the 

bullying, threatening, and lewd content. Jim Steyer, Founder and CEO of Commonsense Media 

spoke on how to guide impressionable young ones to be civil, honest, and respectful. 

Commonsense Media is a nonprofit organization advocating for kids through public policy 

engagement...and helping teachers and parents navigate the world of media and technology on 

their behalf. 

 

   KCBS In Depth 

   October 29 and 30, 2016 

   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

   30 minutes 

 

With the approaching general election creating an increase of political ads, Daniel G 

Newman explained how it costs a lot of money to run a campaign, where the money 

comes from, and how the donations have a potential influence. Newman is President and 

Co-Founder of MAPLIGHT.ORG, a non-partisan research organization that tracks 

money's influence on politics and public policy. In recent years, unlimited and 

anonymous money has been playing a big role in who gets elected, how they legislate 

once in office. The so-called Dark Money donors are known only to themselves and the 

candidates and legislation they support and are not bound by law to be revealed to voters. 

He also shared one of Maplight's latest projects called DARK MONEY WATCH, which 

is an attempt to shed some light on sources of hundreds of millions of dollars to 

campaigns and whose origins are unknown to the public. 

 

 



   KCBS In Depth 

   November 5 and 6, 2016 

   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

   30 minutes 

 

Days before the general election, Lori Schellenberger, Voting Rights Director for the 

American Civil Liberties Union of California, explained rights and responsibilities that 

voters have. She also explained what to do and who to contact if someone encounters 

problems at polling places. 

 

 

 

   KCBS In Depth 

   November 19 and 20, 2016 

   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

   30 minutes 

 

Covered California is a state run health insurance exchange that’s a part participant in the 

federal Affordable Care Act many recognize as Obamacare. Following the election of a 

Republican Congress and Senate, as well as a Republican President who have all vowed 

to repeal the ACA, Peter Lee, Executive Director of Covered California, explained how 

changes of policy would take a while to result in action. He spoke on what people need to 

do to ensure that they have health insurance through 2017. 

 

        KCBS Special Report 

     November 25, 2016 

        Hourly, 12am to 11pm 

        2 minutes 

 

The San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus was planning to go on an international tour, but 

changed their plans following the election of Donald Trump as President, choosing 

instead to focus on domestic regions where LGBTQ rights are seen to be at risk. Margie 

Shafer reported on the outreach and conversations that the 300 member choir will 

conduct in the red states of the South-East US. 

 

   KCBS In Depth 

   November 26 and 27, 2016 

   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

   30 minutes 

 

With ugly behaviors being brought forth following a stressful election and just before the 

pressure of the holidays, Andrew Jordan Nance, Mindfulness Instructor in the San 

Francisco Unified School District and author of the children's book Puppy Mind, 

explained mindfulness meditation, especially for kids. He gave tips on how to let calmer 

heads prevail and how people can foster better decision making while growing their 

brains. 



 

   

 

   KCBS In Depth 

   December 17 and 18, 2016 

   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

   30 minutes 

 

In anticipation of the December 19th  presidential vote by the Electoral College,  and 

because of calls to use the protections of the electors to keep Donald Trump from taking 

the office of the presidency, we went In Depth with Matthew Coles, professor of election 

law at UC Hastings College of the Law, to explain the role of the Electoral College, its 

origins and original purpose, the changes it has undergone, and why he feels it's time to 

either eliminate or radically amend the EC and its winner-take all rules in most states. 

 

 

 

 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

4th Quarter 2016 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 

ISSUE: 
 

Ghost Ship Fire 
 

  

 KCBS Special Report 

December 13, 2016  

Hourly, 5am to 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

Mike Colgan reports the Ghost Ship warehouse fire has highlighted the need for more safe work 

spaces for artists and how there’s a model program already in place in Santa Cruz that other 

cities and communities can learn from. 

 

        KCBS Special Report 

     December 17, 2016  

   Hourly, 5am to 11pm 

 

Reporter Scott Lettieri spoke with many artists in the Oakland community to let them 

express their mood and concerns following the Ghost Ship warehouse fire. He also 

explored why many people in that community end up living in places that are unsafe. 

 

   KCBS In Depth 

   December 10 and 11, 2016 

   5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

   30 minutes 



 

A week after the deadly Ghost Ship warehouse fire in Oakland shook the entire Bay 

Area, especially the art community, a multitude of related issues have been brought into 

the spotlight; from code enforcement, live/work space rules, affordable housing, and the 

value of art and artists in an era and area of gentrification. Lori Fogarty, Director and 

CEO of the Oakland Museum of California, addressed all these issues and the efforts 

being done to raise funds to help memorialize the victims lost in the fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

4th Quarter 2016 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 

 

ISSUE: 
 

Earthquake 
 

  

 KCBS In Depth 

October 22 and 23, 2016 

5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

30 minutes 

 

During Earthquake Awareness Month, and marking the 27th anniversary of the Loma Prieta 

Earthquake, two experts shared their knowledge. Annemarie Baltay, Research Geophysicist 

with the USGS Earthquake Science Center spoke on where and when and expected strength of 

the next shaker, plus the science behind predicting quakes. Richard Holden, Assistant 

Commissioner for Regional Operations of the Pacific Region for the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

spoke on the expected economic and labor impact that the next big earthquake would have on 

the Bay Area and explained their new Hayward Earthquake Employment Loss Report. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 



  



 

Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

4th Quarter 2016 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 

 

ISSUE: 
 

Pearl Harbor Heroes 
 

  

 KCBS In Depth 

December 3 and 4, 2016 

5:30am, 8:30am and 8:30pm 

30 minutes 

 

The surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor happened 75 years ago on December 7th. 

Commemorations were held in Hawaii and here in the Bay Area with the annual lighting of the 

Beacon on Mount Diablo which had been extinguished for defense purposes following the 

attack. Concord resident Chuck Kohler was a 17-year-old sailor on Ford's Island in the middle 

of Pearl Harbor when the attack began.  San Leandro resident Mickey Ganitch was stationed 

aboard the battleship U-S-S Pennsylvania that day. Both of them spoke about their experience, 

what they witnessed, and their stories of survival. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Public Service Announcements 

4th Quarter 2016 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 

 

 

 

Throughout the quarter the station aired daily PSAs providing information on a variety of 

local community activities and issues.  Representative examples of such PSAs include the 

following: 

 

 

The Alzheimer’s Association  

The WorldWideWomen Girls’ Festival  

Sonoma County Art Trail  

Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation  

The Tri-Valley Animal Rescue  

The Mexican Museum 

San Francisco Unified School District 

The Latina Breast Cancer Agency 

The City of Antioch 

Oakland Museum of California 

Glide 

The Tri-Valley Veterans Day Parade 

San Francisco SPCA 

Huckleberry Youth Programs 

City Arts and Lectures 

San Francisco Police Department  

Humane Society Silicon Valley  

Singers Marin 

The Stanford Blood Center  

The Bataan Legacy Historical Society  

The Black Repertory Group 

The Friends of the San Francisco Public Library  
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