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Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

1st Quarter 2018 

 

 Subject 
 

Description of Issue of Concern 
 

1. Homelessness People living on the streets.  Politicians proposing 

shelters in neighborhoods.  Residents reacting, 

sometimes not favorably, to those proposals.  We 

explore what is arguably a surge in homelessness 

throughout the region, with reports focusing on the 

efforts to address the problem and the debate that has 

ensued over the most effective way to address what has 

become a chronic issue in many communities. 

  

2. Gentrification  The look, feel and cost to live in certain neighborhoods 

is changing.  Is that a good thing – or not?  We took a 

broad yet intimate look at the debate over gentrification 

all over the Bay Area – especially in pockets of San 

Francisco and Silicon Valley. 

  

3. Immigration Sanctuary Cities.  ICE raids.  Rampant fear in 

immigrant communities about their safety and security 

in the U.S.  Anger over decisions by local politicians to 

share information about law enforcement activity.  The 

topic of immigration dominated Bay Area headlines. 

  

4. National Politics There has been no shortage of emotion among Bay Area 

constituents – who take a great interest in presidential 

politics, the balance of political power in Congress, and 

how international relations impact the country. 

 

5. The “Gig” Economy Are the days of 9-to-5 employment over?  Is today’s 

workforce more inclined to switch “jobs” or embrace a 

stable “career?”  The “gig” economy picked up steam in 

the Bay Area, with more people engaging in a 

patchwork-style of employment. 

 

6. Public Health & the 

Opioid Crisis 

 

Needles on city streets.  Police officers trained to deploy 

medicine to reverse overdoses.  The public debate over 

proposed “safe injection sites.”   

 

7. The State of Our Roads Potholes, carpool lanes and increasing bridge fare.  

There has been no shortage of topics concerning the 

state of our roads – and a gas tax that went into effect on 

Jan. 1, 2018 to help fund transit improvement projects.  



KCBS-AM and KFRC-FM Programs That Address Community Issues 

(Regularly Scheduled Public Affairs Programs) 

1st Quarter 2018 

 

 

 Public Affairs Program 
 

Schedule and Description 
 

1. 

 

KCBS In Depth 

 

Saturdays from 5:30-6am, Sundays from 8:30-

9am and 8:30-9pm. Locally-produced 

commercial-free half-hour news interview 

program produced by Jane McMillan with 

various authors, professors, public officials, and 

community organizations regarding issues of 

local and national concern. 

 

 

2. 

 

Special News Programming 

 

Programming times and dates vary.  

 

   

 

 

NOTE: This report covers special, in depth public affairs news programming. As an all-news 

station, most KCBS programming addresses important public issues in the news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

1st Quarter 2018 

(January 1 – March 31, 2018) 

 

 

ISSUE: Homelessness and Addiction 

 

KCBS Special Report 

January 2, 2018 

Every hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

At an encampment under the 580 freeway in West Oakland, a do-it yourself group called Punks 

with Lunch does outreach to the homeless and the addicted.  KCBS Radio’s Margie Shafer 

shared a story of grit and generosity in this Special Report. 

 

ISSUE: Protests in Iran 

 

KCBS In Depth 

January 6-7, 2018 

Saturday from 5:30 a.m. – 5:58 a.m. 

Sunday from 8:30 a.m. – 8:58 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. – 8:58 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

Decades-long economic disparity and an oppressive religious governmental structure has pushed 

Iran into widespread social unrest, deeper and more far-reaching than we've seen before.  As the 

young people and working class of the country take to the streets against their ruling parties.  

Those in control claim the protests are the work of Iran's enemies, like the U-S, Israel and Saudi 

Arabia, fomenting the unrest.  During a Friday UN Security Council meeting called by the US to 

address the situation in Iran, the Iranian Ambassador to the UN accused the US of abusing its 

power in the security council, basically saying the US should butt out of what is an internal affair 

and should be outside the mandate of the UN.  Meanwhile, some crucial deadlines related to the 

Iran nuclear dear are just days away... with mixed messages coming from the trump 

administration.  The president continues to threaten US withdrawal from the multi-national deal 

but his Secretary of State is hinting at a legislative move to solve the situation.  Jane McMillan’s 

guest on this week’s In Depth is Dr. Abbas Milani, who joined from Stanford University where 

is the Director of Iranian Studies and Co-Director of the Iran Democracy Project at the Hoover 

Institution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

1st Quarter 2018 

(January 1 – March 31, 2018) 

 

ISSUE: The Aftermath of the October ’17 Wildfire 

 

  KCBS Report 

January 8, 2018 

Every hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

Flash Flood Watches went into effect because of inclement weather, and officials in the North 

Bay fire zones were especially concerned about the impact a forecast downpour would have on 

the burn zone area.  In an area decimated by flames, the threat of rain, flooding and mudslides 

permeated the region. 

 

ISSUE: The Fear of Deportation 

 

KCBS Report 

January 10, 2018 

Every hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

Some 200,000 Salvadorans living in the U.S. learned they were in danger of deportation when 

the federal government eliminated their protected status.  KCBS Radio reporter Holly Quan 

spoke to some locals, among the 50,000 Salvadorans living under the special status in California. 

 

ISSUE: Honoring Mae Jemison, First African American Woman in Space 

 

KCBS In Depth 

January 13 - 14, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

This weekend, as we honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, the civil rights movement 

and the untold contributions of the African American community, we share an inspirational 

conversation with the first African American woman to go into space.  A Stanford grad, and with 

a medical degree from Cornell, Doctor Mae Jemison was the first black woman chosen for the 

astronaut training program, then the first to become an astronaut and go into space, flying on 

board the space Shuttle Endeavor in 1992 for an 8 day mission conducting medical research 

around the effects of weightlessness.  A chemical engineer, a doctor, bio-science expert, Dr. 

Jemison continues her work with a special mission to open doors and inspire success in the 

sciences for all kids.  We’re speaking with the first African American woman in space, Dr. Mae 

Jemison, and her work in promoting science literacy in kids as well as all of us.  We replay Jane 

McMillan’s conversation with Dr. Jemison.  

 



Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

1st Quarter 2018 

 

ISSUE: Cold, Hungry and Alone on the Streets:  Homelessness in Silicon Valley 

 

KCBS Report 

January 18, 2018 

Every hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

There’s a call out in Santa Clara County for more public spaces for the homeless to sleep on 

especially cold nights.  In response, the county is opening more emergency shelter and providing 

beds for the homeless – dubbing them “warming centers.” 

 

ISSUE: Tom Steyer, Next Gen, and What He Says is a Need to Impeach 

 

KCBS In Depth 

January 20 - 21, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

This past week we've been watching big-stake-politics being played out in Washington DC.  

And, with the clock winding down on a budget deal, what's been at stake is more than just 

money, it's people's lives.  The fate of the Dreamers, young people brought here as children but 

who are without documentation.  The fate of health care access for children, as the CHIP 

program runs out of funds.  And, is a full shutdown of the government of the United States of 

America looming?  When we talk about politics we usually focus on elected officials as being 

the power brokers.  After all, they have the office and the votes or vetoes when it comes to these 

decisions.  But, big money donors also are behind much of what comes to pass through all three 

branches of government.  They influence campaigns and policy votes of those elected. The 

motivations behind these moneyed influencers can be ideological, religious, self-serving...  they 

can also be altruistic, depending upon one's point of view.  We have a locally-grown mega- 

donor who has long funded progressive races and issues, particularly surrounding climate 

change... and who has recently made headlines by launching a signature drive to Impeach 

President Trump, and has pledged $30 million dollars to flip the House blue in the 2018 

midterms.  Tom Steyer is a former professional investor and founder of Farallon Capital.  He's 

now a San Francisco-based philanthropist and political activist who started Next 

GenClimate...which has become NextGenAmerica as Steyer's mission has branched out to 

address more areas of concern, and to mobilize young Americans to engage in the process of 

citizenship and governing.  If you haven't had the opportunity before, here's a chance to hear 

from one of the most powerful political donors in the country and why he's chosen to engage his 

personal wealth in the political process.  Jane McMillan spoke with Tom Steyer as his 

organization Next Gen Climate became Next Gen America. 

 

 



Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

1st Quarter 2018 

 

ISSUE: Human Trafficking Happens Close to Home 

 

KCBS Report 

January 25, 2018 

Every hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

New laws are in effect to address human trafficking throughout California.  Agencies in San 

Francisco are receiving special training on how to identify and assist victims. 

 

ISSUE: Immigration and Deportation 

 

KCBS In Depth 

January 27 – 28, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

Last weekend the government of the United States was shut down because a budget deal which 

included a permanent immigration fix for Dreamers, undocumented young adults brought here as 

children and raised as Americans, was rejected.  Confusion from the White House on what bill 

would get a presidential signature, along with hardliners in the legislature killed what many 

thought was a doable agreement.  Then, late this past week the White House put forward a 

framework for immigration reform with a promise of more information to come in the days 

ahead...but which has already raised some red flags.  To help us understand what we know of the 

proposal, Jane McMillan was joined on In Depth by Bill Hing, professor of Law and Migration 

Studies at the USF, and Director of the Immigration and Deportation Defense Clinic.  

 

ISSUE: DACA, the California Governor’s Race and Congressional Seats Up for 

Grabs in the 2018 Midterm Elections in California 

 

KCBS In Depth 

February 3 - 4, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

It’s a political roundtable on this week’s In Depth, with KCBS Political Reporter Doug Sovern, 

KCBS Insider Phil Matier and Reporter Carla Marinucci from Politico.  Issues include DACA, 

The CA Governor’s Race, CA Congressional seats up for grabs in the 2018 Midterms, the two 

CA Congressmen on the House Intelligence Committee investigating the Russia meddling—one, 

Republican Devin Nunes, Chair, accused of stifling the process, and Democrat Adam Schiff, 

Ranking Member, a champion of the progressive push for transparency, the Senate challengers to 

long-serving senior senator Dianne Feinstein. 



Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

1st Quarter 2018 

 

ISSUE: Mental Illness, Stigma, A Family Story 

 

KCBS In Depth 

February 10 - 11, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

As access to health care continues to be a major concern in our country, the need for mental 

health care access isn't always given equal weight.  Jane McMillan’s guest on In Depth this week 

is Dr. Steven Hinshaw, author of “Another Kind of Madness:  A Journey Through the Stigma 

and Hope of Mental Illness.”  He explains what is needed for better understanding of the issue 

and it’s not just more studies and statistics but the sharing of more stories of everyday people 

living with and successfully managing everything from phobias, depression and anxiety to 

bipolar disease and schizophrenia.  To that end, Dr. Steve Hinshaw is sharing his family's 

personal story of mental illness through his new book. Dr. Hinshaw is a professor of psychology 

at UC Berkeley and Vice Chair of Psychology at UC San Francisco. His work is with children 

with mental illness, and his previous book, The Mark of Shame, was a ground-breaker on the 

stigma of mental illness and how to change it. 

 

ISSUE: How NRA Money Stymies Legislative Solutions to America’s Gun Violence 

Problem 

 

KCBS In Depth 

February 17 - 18, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

Daniel Newman is President and Co-Founder of Maplight.org, a non-profit, non-partisan 

research organization that tracks money's influence on politics and public policy.  The horror of 

last Wednesday's mass school shooting in Florida continues to be revealed through details from 

those who survived it, and the funerals and mourning by family and friends of those who did 

not.  It's all too familiar--the same platitudes from some elected leaders, the same outrage from 

others that surfaces after every one of these tragedies. Yet... here we are again, with nothing 

changed.  Today we explore one of the reasons being blamed for the political impasse on curbing 

America's gun violence epidemic:  the unlimited and unidentifiable flow of money into and out 

of, the National Rifle Association, or NRA.  Jane McMillan was joined on In Depth by Daniel 

Newman, President and Co-Founder of MapLight.org. 

 

 

 

 

 



Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

1st Quarter 2018 

 

ISSUE: Trolls, Bots, Political Ads and Disclosure:  Internet and Politics 

 

KCBS In Depth 

February 24 - 25, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

The past two weeks have brought more indictments from Special Counsel Robert Mueller and 

his team of investigators trying to get to the bottom of Russia's campaign, if there was 

disinformation and hacking during the 2016 presidential election, and who, if anyone, 

particularly in the Trump campaign, colluded in the effort.  New charges have been filed against 

former Trump campaign chair Paul Manafort, and his close associate Rick Gates has accepted a 

plea deal in exchange for cooperation--and 13 Russians and three companies were included in a 

sweeping indictment which outlined a vast network dedicated to pushing false and divisive 

information over social media.  You may remember that the heads and legal representatives of 

Google Facebook and Twitter got a first rate grilling in Washington DC in November about their 

platforms being used by Russia's disinformation campaign that likely influenced the 2016 

Presidential election.  Were you the target of any of those ads or postings?  Might they have 

influenced your choice?  How do you, as a content consumer, tell if what you're reading, and 

passing along to your online friends and followers is legitimate and truthful information?  And, 

who should be responsible for this-- if anyone?  Does it fall under free speech? Should it be 

legislated or should the private for-profit social media firms be liable for how their product is 

used?  We brought in both of KCBS' voices of knowledge on this front for this week's In Depth:  

CNET Executive Ian Sherr, who joins us each weekday at 1:50 p.m., and KCBS and CBS 

Technology Analyst Larry Magid. 

 

ISSUE: Movies, Politics and The #MeToo Movement 

 

KCBS In Depth 

March 3 - 4, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

It is Academy Award weekend, and time for our annual KCBS Radio Oscars program with two 

of the biggest movie buffs we know, KCBS Entertainment Editor Jan Wahl and former San 

Francisco Mayor Willie Brown.  See if your take on this year's winners and losers match theirs.  

This year, as in years past, the Academy Awards program is expected to be a platform where the 

issues of the day are addressed, given voice, or denounced, as the case may be.  This year’s 

Oscars will be heavily focused on racial and, in particular, gender equality.  After the devastating 

revelations of sexual abuse and discrimination, the Time’s Up movement seeks to redistribute 

power to women in the industry, and around the world. 

 



Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

1st Quarter 2018 

 

ISSUE: California’s Surrogacy Laws and Issues 

 

KCBS In Depth 

March 10 - 11, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

In another big step forward in medical technology, CRISPR Gene Editing is ready for testing in 

humans as early as this year.  In a very oversimplified explanation, the CRISPER technology can 

edit out damaging genes that cause disease.  Incredible news with the potential of improving and 

saving lives.  According to a report this week in the Financial Times, 2 biotech companies, one 

Swiss and one American, are applying for FDA permission to test gene editing on people with 

certain blood diseases and blindness.  Reproductive technology is already a burgeoning global 

industry and one without any consistent oversight to keep up with its rapid development.  This is 

a big concern of this week's guest on In Depth, particularly the rights of the children brought into 

the world through the wonders of science, including multiple-parent surrogacy, which is thriving 

in the U-S and specifically California where laws are quite permissible.  Dr. Mary Ann Mason is 

Professor of the Graduate School of Law at UC Berkeley, and a Faculty Affiliate of the Berkeley 

Center for Law & Technology.  Her area of expertise is child and family law and policy and 

author of several books, her latest, co-authored with Tom Eckman, is “Babies of Technology: 

Assisted Reproduction and Rights of the Child.: 

 

ISSUE: Planet Vision:  New Sustainability Project by the California Academy of 

Sciences 

 

KCBS In Depth 

March 17 - 18, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

Exploring the science-based plan to inspire individuals, communities, business and governments 

to put plans into action.  It’s creating an online community to look at reinventing how we use 

food and water and energy to build a healthier future for ourselves and our planet.  It’s also a 

physical exhibit at the Cal Academy with plans to offer it to museums around the country and the 

world so those centers of learning and inspiration can share it with their own communities.  

Executive Director Dr. Jonathon Foley talks with KCBS In Depth host Jane McMillan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Issues of Concern to San Francisco 

Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

1st Quarter 2018 

 

ISSUE: Health Coverage Discrimination in California? 

 

KCBS Report 

March 19, 2018 

Every hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

California's Insurance Commissioner is investigating whether certain providers are denying 

coverage to certain gay men. KCBS' Jenna Lane reports, the men take a medication that nearly 

eliminates their chance of contracting HIV. 

 

ISSUE: Politics Anything But “As Usual” in DC These Days 

 

KCBS In Depth 

March 24 - 25, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 a.m., Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

28 minutes 

 

Is the Facebook/Cambridge Analytica scandal just the tip of the iceberg, when it comes to 

mining your social media data for political gain? And can Nancy Pelosi really regain the 

Speaker's gavel?  Those are some of the issues tackled by our political experts on this weekend's 

In Depth, as we hear from KCBS Political Reporter Doug Sovern, hosting this week’s In Depth 

with co-guest-host Stan Bunger and KCBS Political Analyst Marc Sandalow.  KCBS Political 

Analyst Marc Sandalow, part of our roundtable discussion on this weekend's In Depth, says 

Donald Trump governs via Twitter, so don't expect the media to end its breathless reporting of 

his tweets.  We talk with Sandalow and KCBS morning anchor Stan Bunger about the Facebook 

data mining scandal and what it means in the accelerating evolution of how politics works. And 

with conservative Democrats running for Congress, progressive ones trying to pull the party to 

the left, and will enough people turn out in November to hand the House back to the Democratic 

Party?  

 

ISSUE: Earthquakes and Seismic Safety 

 

KCBS Report 

March 26, 2018 

Every hour, 5am - 11pm 

2 minutes 

 

Just about the entire Bay Area is at risk NOT if but when there's another major earthquake.  But 

only ONE city in the region offers residents a class on how to retrofit your house.  For this 

special report KCBS's Matt Bigler took the class offered by the city of San Leandro. 

 



Public Service Announcements 

1st Quarter 2018 

(January 1 - March 31, 2018) 

 

 

 

Throughout the quarter the station aired daily PSAs providing information on a variety of local 

community activities and issues.  Representative examples of such PSAs include the following: 

 

The Rodriguez Lab at Stanford University 

The San Francisco SPCA 

Opportunity Junction Training, Career Counseling and Job Placement 

Stanford Blood Center 

The Marin Humane Society 


